
South  A frica’s pow erful m ilita ry  es­
ta b lis h m e n t w as su rp ris in g ly  cool 
in  face  of the public refusa l of m ore 
th a n  750 w hite m en to serve in the 
S o u th  A f r i c a n  D e fe n c e  F o r c e  
(SADF) on grounds of conscience.

But, observers suspected, its calm  
e x te r io r ,  suggesting  th a t  the con­
sc ien tio u s  ob jec to rs  w ere  beneath  
c o n te m p t ,  m a s k e d  a n x ie ty  an d  
anger.

Judging  from  the SADF’s past re ­
sponses to  conscientious objection, 
i t  saw  the m en as the harb ingers 
o f w ider resistance  to conscription 
o r  a s  m a lin g e re rs  parad ing  cow ard­
ic e  a s  principle.

Pledged
The decla ra tion  by the conscien­

tious ob jectors cam e in the form  of 
a  “R eg iste r of Conscientious O bjec­
t o r s ” ; th e  r e g i s te r  w as  in i t ia l ly  
s ig n e d  by 756 m en  w ho th e re b y  
p le d g e d  th e m se lv e s  to  defy  co n ­
sc r ip tio n  in to  w h a t th e ir  slogans 
ca lled  “the ap arth e id  a rm y ”.

In  its  f i r s t  re a c tio n , th e  SADF 
n o te d  th a t  a  s ta te d  in te n tio n  to 
b re a k  the law  did no t n ece ssa rily  
constitu te  a c rim e  bu t w arned , how­
e v e r , th a t o b jec to rs  who fa iled  to 
re p o r t for m ilita ry  serv ice would be 
p rosecuted .

I t  then re fe rred  to  a  sim ila r pub­
lic  dec la ra tion  by 143 m en la s t year,
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dism issing it  -  by inference -  as 
b ravado  of li tt le  significance.

An investigation  had shown, the 
SADF said, th a t only nine m en had 
failed  to  rep o rt for service; the re ­
m ain ing  134 m en, it  added, had ei­
th e r  o b ta in ed  d e fe rm e n t of th e ir  
serv ice, o r had m oved w ithout in­
form ing  the au thorities of th e ir ad ­
dresses, or had been classified  as re ­
ligious objectors (m eaning th a t they 
w ere  a lready  exem pt from  m ilita ry  
service).

The unsta ted  postu late  w as th a t 
th e  r e g i s t e r  o f o b je c to r s  w ou ld  
p rove to be sim ilarly  lacking in sub- 
s tance.

The SADF’s new, outw ard ly  non­
c h a la n t s ta n c e  to w a rd s  co n sc ien ­
tious objectors w as in m arked  con­
t r a s t  to its  reac tion  a t  the tim e  to 
the  s ta tem en t of the 143 men.

An a n g ry  M in is te r  of D efence, 
G enera l M agnus M alan said: “Those 
w ho su p p o rt and  p ro p a g a te  c a m ­
paigns against na tional serv ice have 
overp layed  the ir hands.”

Two w eeks la te r  th e  E nd  Con­
sc r ip tio n  C am paign  (ECC) — the  
m ain  anti-consciption organisation  
— w as prohibited under the s ta te  of 
e m e rg e n c y  fro m  “c a rry in g  on or 
pe rfo rm in g  any a c tiv it ie s  o r a c ts  
w hatsoever”.

Indeed, as M r L aurie  N athan, a  
fo rm e r  n a tio n a l o rg a n ise r  of th e  
ECC, argued  in “W ar and Society, 
The M ilitarisation  of South A frica”, 
th e  g ro w th  of re s is ta n c e  to  con ­
sc rip tio n  o v e r th e  y e a rs  has been 
m ark ed  by vigorous counter-action  
fro m  the  SADF an d  th e  D efence  
M inistry.

These developm ents highlighted, 
on the face of it, a  re luc tance  by the 
SADF to com e to te rm s w ith con­
sc ie n tio u s  o b je c tio n . T h e re  has , 
how ever, been m ovem ent over the 
years.

In the early  1960s the D efence Act

Taking a stand . . . young men w h o  say the SADF is an obstacle to 
reform in South Africa and refuse to do military service.

recognised the religious objections 
o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  “ p e a c e  
churches”, offering them  non-com ­
b a ta n t serv ice in the SADF.

Jeh o v ah ’s W itnesses w ere  e sp e ­
c ia lly  p rom inent in the ir opposition 
to  conscription. T heir stand  helped 
pave  the w ay for the nex t conces­
sion: the 1983 am endm ent to the De­
fence Act.

I t  acco m m o d a ted , a s  no ted  a l­
re a d y , re l ig io u s  o b je c to rs  of a ll  
churches — provided they satisfied  
th e  B oard for Religious Objection — 
offering them  a lte rn a tiv e  serv ice in 
governm en t departm en ts.

Prohibitive
But as M r N athan observed p e r­

tin en tly : “(It) re p re se n te d  an  a t ­
tem p t to defuse and m inim ise con­
sc ien tious ob jec tion  as  a  po litica l 
issue by offering a significant con­
cession to religious pacifists, while 
m ak ing  objection  by non-religious 
o r  non-pacifist ob jec to rs p roh ib iti­
vely costly .”

T h e  S A D F, th e  1986 D e fe n c e  
W hite P ap e r noted, w as heavily de­
pendent on conscriptees; they con­
stitu ted  70 percen t of its m anpow er. 
Sm all wonder, then, th a t resistance  
to conscription has generally  been 
dea lt w ith severely.

In the past few m onths thousands 
of South A frican troops have been 
w ithdraw n from  N am ibia in te rm s 
of the UN peace plan.

T h eo re tic a lly  th a t  h as  re liev ed  
the SADF of responsibility  for p ro­
tec ting  — or, as Swapo would pu t it, 
occupying — N am ibia; and perhaps 
th is m ay in the fu tu re  m ake it  possi­
ble for SADF genera ls to adopt a 
slightly  m ore accom m odating a tt i­
tudes to non-religious conscientious 
objection.

B u t w h ite  h e g e m o n y  in  S o u th  
A f r ic a  i t s e l f  h a s  c o m e  u n d e r  
g re a te r  th re a t in the corresponding 
period, increasing the poten tial de­
m and on the SADF a t home w here 
i t  has been used to  bo lster the over- 
streched  police force against the in­
creasingly  restless black  m ajority .

It w as in th a t knowledge th a t the 
signatories to the R eg ister of Con­
scientious O bjectors signed up, hop­
ing for the best but bracing  th em ­
selves for the worst.

A t b e s t i t  co u ld  r e s u l t  in  th e  
SADF m eeting — or pa rtia lly  m ee t­
ing — their dem and for a lte rn a tiv e  
serv ice  in non-governm ent agencies 
for religious objectors; a t  w orst it 
could m ean  im p riso n m en t fo r six 
y ea rs , a  fa te  a lre a d y  su ffe red  by 
David B ruce and C harles B ester.

SADF’s new stance on
conscientious obiectors



IT WAS not so long ago th a t the 
e n tire  coun try  (including your new s­
paper) w as holding its  b rea th , w his­
pering  of w ar. “Why w ere  the Cubans 
so close to the bo rder?  W hat w as 
C astro  doing? Was th e  South A frican 
A ir F o rce  rea lly  so ou tclassed? Had 
we been beaten  a t  Cuito C uanavale?"

We a ll saw  how quickly  and easily  
a  proxy a rm y  w ith  soph isticated  
w eapons could be assem bled  in 
A frica. Im ag ine  w hat m igh t have 
happened had a  cea se fire  not been 
agreed . Im ag ine  th a t C astro  de­
c la red  his in ten tion  to  “lib e ra te  
N am ib ia”, ca lled  in his m a rk e rs  
from  N orth  K orea and  highly skilled 
E a s t G erm an  — perhaps even R us­
sian  — pilo ts w ere  d ra f ted  to  fly  the 
soph istica ted  MiGs.

A te rr ib le  n ig h tm are  certa in ly ,

ecurity ‘is not superfluous’
bu t it could have happened and had it 
happened, SA w ould have had tw o 
options. We could have ro lled  over on 
our backs, o r we could have fought.

I t ’s re g re tta b le  bu t tru e  th a t a 
nation  needs to  be strong  if it is to 
decide its  own destiny. This is p a r ­
ticu la r ly  valid  in our p recarious 
case. If w e a re  to com e to  a ju s t and 
peacefu l se ttlem en t, in our own tim e, 
on our own te rm s, we need to  be free  
of th re a ts  from  the C astros and  the 
G addafis, a s  w ell as those w ho seek 
v io lent change from  w ithin.

In 1984, SA spen t 4% of G N P on 
defence. In 1986 w e spen t 3,8%. By
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com parison , in 1986 Is ra e l spen t 
18,9%, Chile spen t 4,7% (8,5% in 
1984), T aiw an  sp en t 5,8%, South Ko­
re a  spen t 5,2%, the USA, w ith  its  
m assiv e  G N P, spen t 6,7% and  the 
UK 4,9%. (F igu res  from  The M ilita ry  
B alance  ’88-89.)

C ritic ise , by a ll m ean s th e  r a m ­
p an t co rru p tio n  in the hom elands 
and  the civ il serv ice . C astig a te  the 
b loated  bu reau cracy , the  gross in-

_______ D C i i i r m i ------------------

com petence  of public m anagem en t, 
the c ra ss  s tup id ity  of so c ia lis t fisca l 
policies, the  B yzantine com plex ity  
and  selfish reso u rce -w aste  of the 
con tro l boards. T hese a re  a ll leg iti­
m a te  ta rg e ts .

M ilita ry  expend itu re , on th e  o ther 
hand, a lw ays a  p o p u la r ta rg e t  for 
libe ra ls , is fa r  less v u ln erab le  to 
c ritic ism  and w hen Sw apo d ec la res  
th a t it  dem ands W alvis B ay as  p a r t  
of a  “unified” N am ib ia  and w hen the 
Cubans postpone th e ir  d e p a rtu re  
“un til N am ib ia  is ‘to ta lly ’ lib e ra te d ”, 
then ask: “W here a re  ou r new  fig h te r 
planes? Why do w e no t have “Sting- 
e r ”-type m issiles?  Why m u s t our

boys face  m odern  Soviet tanks in 
obsolete a rm o u red  ca rs?  Why do we 
not have a  d ecen t long-range a n ti­
tan k  m issile?  Why do w e have only 
250 an c ien t C enturion  tanks, the 
new est of w hich is o lder than  m ost of 
its  d rivers?  Why so few  G-6 guns? 
W hat about a  m odern  “R a p ie r”-type 
a ir  defence ag a in s t th e  M iGs? Why 
so m any  dead  young South A fricans?

Why w asn ’t  “som eth ing  done” 
ea rlie r?

H am m er aw ay  a t  the  looters, the 
m andarin s , th e  b loated  tick s on the 
body of the fiscus. M ost of them  a re  
superfluous anyw ay. W hat is no t su ­
p e r f lu o u s  is  s e c u r i ty ,  w h ic h  is 
a lw ays expensive and can  be paid  for 
e ith e r in tre a su re  o r in blood. ]

R a th e r  th e  fo rm er. ,
GRANTLAND GRAY 

Houghton



Objectors 
plan to 
register 
protest

Paula Fray
E X ILED  w ar res isters will join 
anti-apartheid  fighter Archbish­
op T re v o r  H u d d les to n  a t  th e  
South A frican E m bassy in Lon­
don tom orrow  m orning to  hand 
in a  reg is te r of objectors now 
living abroad.

The m ove com es as the South 
A frican  D efen ce  F o rc e s  p r e ­
pares  for thousands of national 
serv icem en  to  sign up fo r the 
August intake, and as Anglican 
p r ie s t D ouglas T o rr  a w a its  a  
lan d m ark  decision  on w hether 
o r not he w ill be sentenced to 
ja il for refusing to  serve.

Only one conscientious objec­
to r, C harles B ester, is s till in 
ja il. H e is  se rv in g  a  six -y ear 
sentence pending an appeal.

Bishop Huddleston, the foun­
der and president of the Anti- 
A p a r th e id  M o v em en t, is  th e  
sponsor of th e  H uddleston In­
te rn a tio n a l R e g is te r  o f South 
A frican W ar R esisters.

T he l i s t  in c lu d es  conscien - 
cious objectors in exile in coun­
tries  a s  fa r  afield a s  New Zea­
land, D enm ark and M auritius.

T he m a jo r i ty  o f th e  s ig n a ­
tories live in B ritain  w here the 
C o m m itte e  on South  A frican  
W ar R esis tan ce  (C osaw r) has 
tra d itio n a lly  o rgan ised  ex iled  
w ar resisters.

The group is expected to  p res­
ent itself a t  the E m bassy  in T ra ­
falgar Square a t  11.30 am .

C osaw r has, fo r the f irs t tim e, 
fo rged  o ffic ia l links w ith  the  
E nd Conscription C am paign in 
South A frica th is year.
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No joy at 
Pretoria’s 

London 
outpost

u n w e lc o m e  V1SIT; ' 2 ‘^ V o o o  
few w e e k s ,  m o r*  t h a n  10 ,oum
young whit* South
win b# reporting tercom pu s ry
military aarvlc*,
aam* number wiH have fled the 
country rather than face the long  
jsil sentence ih»t awaits them tor

fS A rchb ishop  Trevpr H uddles ton

s p o n s o r s  art , n U r n * 
regliter of those war r«s * ‘* f»
w h o h a v .  been  driven a u t o f t h e l r
country for their beliefs- 

S \ h *  A rchbishop tried to p r *
M n ? t h * r e f l l * i e r t o t h e » p a r 1h*ld

•mhassy In London yesterday n» 
S so o n V o n te d  by s « ^ H a c * d  
Employee who told him that the 
embassy was unable to * C«*P 
auoh de ilverle* beoau*e of * 
change In It* procedures -  and



Staff at the SA Embassy in London yesterday thwarted attempts by Anti-Apartheid 
Movement president Archbishop Trevor Huddleston, centre, to hand over a memorandum 
signed by SA conscientious objectors. The petition contains the names of 198 men living 
in about 12 countries who "refuse to serve in the SADF because of its role in upholding the 
apartheid system". The list, destined for President F W  de Klerk, was later sent to the

Embassy by registered mail.
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is Secretary of State
nent  ac o>rr»i4ni  . . .nent as secretary of stale came 
ending 40 hours on Capitol Hill, 
ly working out a bipartisan accord 
had been the most contentious 

American foreign policy in the last 
Nicaragua. The effect of that ac- 
s to allow the United States to 
itself from a failed policy of sup- 
he Nicaraguan rebels while at the 
e fostering the democratic process 
?ua.
it approach has not been repeated

' is very adept at cultivating key 
constituencies like Congress and 
and foreign policy issues that are 
on Capitol Hill have accounted 
-eatest success," said Michael J. 
i Harvard University political

lortcoming, however, is that he 
> appreciate that as secretary of 
onstituencies he has to deal with 
oader. That means he can’t just 
>r avoid doing something ‘dumb,’ 
t, but has to articulate the ideals 
ite American foreign policy and 
low finally stirring in Eastern

c J a  11 u Baker’s performance as 
spokesman that has drawn some of the 
sharpest criticism. The secretary of state

tftar hr r r , early in Au8ust- Shortly after he left Washington, Solidarity came
„ lmP̂ ! er a,n!?’ a devel°pment that 
ymbolized one of the highest objectives of 

American foreign policy for the last 40 
years.

But Mr. Baker did not publicly discuss 
he development until his news conference

T ?  h? sti" behaves like theWhite House chief of staff, accustomed to 
working through political levers behind the

Foreign policy, many diplomats say, is 
not just about money or decisions, it is also 
about giving voice to the deepest feelings
an‘‘W P1|r,atV°nS ° 1 the American people. Would there have been a Camp David

Jl,mmy Carter had calculated the 
odds’ asked Charles William Maynes 
editor °f Foreign Policy magazine. “Would

" 3n INF Trea‘y had Reagan not had a larger vision of what was possi­
ble. More to the moment, is there going to 
in6Fa f eccive Westem response to events 
ersh ' ”nl °Pe Wlth° Ut American lead*

WORLD BRIEFS :
Shamir Says Arabs Won’t Allow Peace

i l l i g l i t  
t g l i p t S :
withheM a d ^ l  f  lhe Palestine liberation Organization I’’
initiative T h u r s d a y ' b u t mCn*i °( Egy?.‘’s newest Middle East “

s s s s ? s t S - s  I S S ?  r

f i , „ “  campaign so far to resist conscription
SoISi at ^ u lta n e o u s  news conferences in six
awaiting military w n s S p t i o X ? f l £ 7  Wercn° t y°un8 m en-

China Assails Dissidents Overseas
coSSaihX^Tm^"^ °Ui 81 dissidents “d
movement opposed to the Chinese’ Com^uiJstT* ° f launching of a

removed by Im rd-lben m June COm“ t Party leader who wa* '

.countri«  ^  have diplomatic , 
w n lc t  a ^ S S fiT 8 Yf  Jlaqi Md other Chinese criminals to ‘

Sunni Legislator Slain in West Beirut.
WftSSSSESJ}-:

the head a n d d S t ““ ‘“St y from bullet wounds “  " 
of Mr Kadri the thirH ? p claimed responsibility for the assassination

at Mr out of a car and fired AK-47 assault rifles "

attack, and a bystander, Samir Itani, was slightly wounded.T W l r Hr'^ m  augnuy wounded.

'ague Conversion
1945, in the meeting of Soviet and 
American forces on the Elbe Riv- 
x  in Germany.

I remember the embraces, the 
■alutes, the toasts,” he said. “We 
'^changed gifts and we thought it 

a simple v>ldierlv act After.

soon as we crossed the border, we 
saw it was not true.

“There were no people to greet 
us. On the contrary, the roads 
were spread with oil to stop our 
tanks. Every road sign was de-

------- r .  .v ,

s m s  ,o ih'

F f i p t 5 . " s S 3 S ~ s S -
a s :i S S S g S



Nation-wide register
A N T I-C O N SC R IPT IO N  a c tiv is ts  
a ro u n d  th e  c o u n try  y e s te rd a y  
lau n ch e d  a  n a tio n a l re g is te r  to  
f a c i l i ta te  c o n ta c t  a m o n g s t th e m ­
se lv e s  an d  k eep  th e  sp o tlig h t fo­
cu sed  on a c tio n  a g a in s t th o se  r e ­
fu s in g  to  do n a tio n a l se rv ice .

Sapa reports tha t the convener of 
yesterday’s m eeting in Johannes­
burg, law yer Chris de Villiers, said 
m ore than 780 people in Johannes­
burg, Cape Town, P retoria , Gra- 
hamstown, Durban and Bloemfontein 
had stood up a t simultaneous Press 
conferences.

About 75 objectors attended the Jo­
hannesburg conference, attended by 
a wide range of international and 
local media.

“We have decided in good con­
science and of our own accord that 
we cannot serve in the defence 
force,” said a sta tem en t on behalf of 
the objectors.

Asked w hether their status might 
change in view of the reconciliatory 
gesture by P resident F  W de Klerk, 
De Villiers said they held out little 
hope.

He added tha t m ost objectors sup­
ported alternative, non-military, non- 
punitive methods of serving in the 
arm y. He rejected  accusations that 
they w ere “a  bunch of com m unists”,

saying he had been a lieutenant in the 
a ir force when he m ade his decision.

E arlie r in the day, four m arshalls 
co-ordinating the gathering of the ob­
jectors w ere detained by police.

It had not been established whe­
ther they would face charges. Among 
them was Bettina von Lieres, a for­
m er president of the student rep re­
sentative council a t Wits University.

In Grahamstown, a fu rther 48 ob­
jectors publicly added their nam es to 
the register. Included among the G ra­
hamstown objectors is the city’s An­
glican Bishop, the R t Rev David Rus­
sell.

Chancery
At a Press conference in G raham s­

town yesterday, Russell said it was a 
“trem endous privilege” to be p art of 
the group of ojectors.

Thirty conscientious objectors in 
Stellenbosch, including M atie student 
leaders and one lecturer, also joined 
the register. The group includes 22 
Stellenbosch students.

In Durban, the reg ister was an­
nounced a t a P ress conference a t the 
Diocesan Chancery of Roman Catho­
lic Archbishop of Durban Denis Hur­
ley, who said he was “proud and hon­
oured” the group of objectors had

chosen his prem ises to m ake their 
statem ent.

About 86 of the men on the register 
a re  from Durban, approxim ately 40 
of whom w ere present a t the launch.

Custodians of the reg ister include 
Bishop Reg Orsmond of the Roman 
Catholic Church, Bishop P e te r Storey 
of the Methodist Church, F ranz Auer­
bach of Jew s for Social Justice, and 
P rof Lourens du Plessis of the Uni­
versity of Stellenbosch.

The reg ister will be delivered to 
Defence M inister Magnus Malan by a 
national delegation next week.

EDYTH BULBRING reports that 
the Five Freedom s Forum  said in a 
sta tem ent yesterday tha t it saw it as 
an encouraging sign that so many SA 
men w ere prepared to sta te  their op­
position to upholding apartheid.

MANDY JEAN WOODS reports 
tha t the SADF refused to com m ent on 
the announcem ent of the register.

It said a “stated  intention to break 
the law in the future does not neces­
sarily  constitute a crim e. In fact, it 
norm ally does not constitute an of­
fence”.

The SADF said only seven concien- 
tious objectors of 142 who last year 
publicly announced they would not do 
their two-year compulsory m ilitary 
service actually  failed to report for 
duty.

Conscientious objectors stage their dem onstration in Johan nesb urg yesterday in protest 
against com pulsory m ilitary service. Picture: r e u t e r .



Nee vir diensplig: 780 staan op
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’n Groep van die weieraars in Johannesburg
Foto: Steve Hilton-Barber - Afrapix

Jacques Pauw en Anton 
Steenkamp

D IE  w eerm ag  h e t g is te t voor een  van  sy 
g ro o tste  k ris isse  n o g  te staan  gek o m  toe 
h o n d erd e  jo n g  w it S u id -A frik an e rs  aan- 
gekond ig  h e t d a t hu lle  w eier om  in d ie  
S A W  te  d ien. T ien ta lle  staar lang term yn- 
tro n k stra f in  d ie  gesig .

Teen gistermiddag druktyd het 780 diens- 
pligbare mans uit alle vlakke van die same- 
lewing *n nuwe nasionale register van di- 
enspligbeswaardes ondcrteken. Ondcr hulle 
is dokters, ingenieurs, rcgsgelecrdes, on- 
derwysers, predikante, joernaliste, akade- 
mici en studente.

Sowat 'n derde van die beswaardes het 
reeds hul oproepvorms ontvang om vroeg vol- 
gende jaar met nasionale diensplig van twee 
jaar te begin. Indien hul sou weier, kan hul ses 
jaar tronk toe gestuur word.

D ie nuwe vlaag van gewetensbeswaardes 
volg net 'n jaar nadal 143 beswaardes in A u­
gustus verlede jaar in die openbaar aangekon- 
dig het dat hulle weier om in die weermag te 
dien.

Intemasionale televisienetwerke, buitlandse 
joernaliste en uitgesoekte plaaslike koerant- 
mense het gisteroggend by 'n huis in Johan­
nesburg vergader waar sowat sewentig be­
swaardes aan die media voorgestel is.

Die hele veldtog en die insameling van 
verklarings deur beswaardes het die afgelope 
maande in die grootste geheimhouding plaas- 
gevind uit vrees vir moontlike polisie- en 
weermagoptrede.

Twee van die organiseerders van die veldtog, 
W ilhelm Liebenberg en Mike Avidan, word 
ingevolge die noodmaatreels aangehou. Nog 
vier van die organiseerders is gisteroggend 
vroeg in hegtenis geneem.

Die beswaardes se in 'n gesamentlike verkla- 
ring: "Sommige van ons sal tronk toe gaan. 
Ander sal probeer om as godsdiensbeswaardes 
geklassifiseer te word. Ons staan vandag hier 
as gewetensbeswaardes en is bewus van die 
moontlike gevolge van ons dade.

"Ons is verbind daartoe om ons land op 'n 
positiewe en konstruktiewe wyse te dien.

"Namibia sal binnekort onafhanklik wees 
n£ 'n oorlog van twee dekades waarin duisende 
mense dood is. Duisende mense het ook al in 
Suid-Afrika gesterf. Daar is geen rede hoekom 
die slagting in Suid-Afrika moet voortduur 
voor 'n onderhandelde skikking bereik kan 
word nie," se die beswaardes.

Verskeie beswaardes het hulle redes aangevoer 
oor waarom hulle weier om te dien en.vertel 
van oorlogsondervindings in Namibia en A n­
gola. Weens die noodmaatreels mag dit nie 
gepubliseer word nie. Die berig is ook inge­
volge die noodmaatreels n& regsadvies gesen^ 
sor.

Byna 300 van die beswaardes het reeds 
gedeeltes van hulle nasionale diensplig voltooi. 
Tussen hulle is daar onder meer twee kapteins, 
20 luitenante en 'n gewese sersant van die 
gevreesde 32 Bataljon.

Die organiseerders kon nie die veldtog ad- 
verteer o f aankondig nie en die boodskap is 
mondelings versprei.

D it was gister nog onduidelik o f die veldtog 
wettig is. De Villiers se die Verdedigingswet 
bepaal dat mense nie aangemoedig mag word 
om  diensplig  te w eier nie. O nder die 
noodmaatreels mag diensplig ook nie onder - 
myn word nie.

De Villiers s6 dit is moontlik dat die staat 
stappe teen die organiseerders mag doen, hoewel 
hulle nooit enigiemand aangemoedig het om 
diensplig te weier nie. Terwyl die perskonfe- 
rensie gister gehou is, het polisiemanne in pri- 

. vate klere in 'n geel polisiemotor voor die huis 
heen en weer gery.

Die nuwe vlaag van gewetensbeswaardes 
volg na hoogs emosionele hofsake die afgelope 
jaar waartydens vier weieraars vir tydperke van 
tussen agtien maande en ses jaar tronk toe 
gestuur is. Di6 sake het baie publisiteit in die 
buiteland geniet en uit talle oorde is die rege- 
ring hewig gekritiseer.

De Villiers het gister daarop gewys dat die 
ses jaar tronkstraf wat weieraars in Suid-Afrika 
opgele kan word, die swaarste straf vir diens- 
weiering ter wereld is. Talle drukgroepe het die 
afgelope tyd druk op die regering uitgeoefen 
om altematiewe diens vir gewetensbeswaardes

Vervolg op bladsy 2
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in te stel.
’n Situasie kan nouliks voorgestel word waar die 

"nuwe" regering, wat se hy beywer hom vir versoening, 
tientalle jong wit Suid-Afrikaners tronk toe stuur omdat 
hulle weier om in 'n weermag te dien wat onder meer 
gebruik word om die noodtoestand in stand te hou.

Die organiseerdeis het gister ook aangekondig dat 
beskermhere landwyd aangestel is om die register te 
bewaar en op datum te hou. Prominente geestelikes soos 
dr Beyers Naud6, eerw Peter Storey, biskop Denis 
Hurley, prof Dawid Bosch en biskop Reg Ormond is as 
beskermhere aangestel.

Twee bekende regsgeleerdes, prof Lourens du Ples- 
sis van die Universiteit van Stellenbosch, en prof James 
Lund van die Universiteit van Natal sal ook as beskerm­
here optree.

Sowat 'n derde van die beswaardes is Afri- 
kaanssprekend. De Villiers, 'n oud-Tukkie en gewese 
W eermagoffisier, se: ”Ons is trots daarop om Afrika­
ners te wees, maar ons weier om apartheid te dien. Ons 
is nie kommuniste nie."

Bekende Afrikaanssprekendes wie se name in die 
register voorkom, is onder meer Andre P Brink, die 
Johaimesburgse advokaat Wim Trengove en prof Willem 
Saayman van die teologiedepartement aan Unisa. Vcr- 
skeie Afrikaansc teoloc se name is in die register gelys.

Op Stellenbosch het 31 gewctensbeswaardes hul 
weiering om in die SAW te dien, bekend gemaak.

Hulle se in 'n vcrklaring: "Ons as Suid-Afrikaners 
wat 'n vreedsame toekoms vir almal in ons gemeenskap 
en hierdie land wil verseker, verklaar hiermee dat ons 
stry vir die bceindiging van onderdrukking cn uit- 
buiting, en dat ons op onder andcre hierdie wysc bcsig 
is om 'n positiewe en opboaende bydrae te lewer tot die 
bou van 'n regverdige Suid-Afrika."



SADF warns against 
‘failure to report’

PRETORIA. — T he SA D efence  F o rce  la s t n igh t 
w arned  th a t legal ac tion  w ould be  tak en  ag a in s t 
m ilita ry  o b jec to rs  who fa iled  to  re p o r t fo r serv ice.

T he  SA DF w as re sp o n d in g  to  th e  lau n ch  o f a 
n a tio n a l re g is te r  e a r l ie r  today  a t w hich  m ore th an  
780 o b jec to rs  n a tio n w id e  s im u ltan eo u sly  re je c te d  
m ilita ry  co n scrip tio n .

“E a r lie r  th is  y ea r, s im ila r  re p o r ts  w ere  p u b lish ed  
th a t  142 m en  w ere  going to  re fu se  to  r e n d e r  m ilita ry  
se rv ice .”

B u t an  in v es tig a tio n  in to  th e  c la im s, th e  SADF 
sa id , rev ea led  th a t only  n in e  o f th e se  had  fa iled  to  
tu rn  up  fo r n a tio n a l se rv ice  o r cam ps. — Sapa

—

MAKING A STAND
. . .  Pioneering ob­
je c to r  Dr A n to n  
Eberhard, an ener­
gy researcher at 
UCT, speaks at the 
Rondebosch meet­
ing of 152 consci­
entious objectors 
yesterday. Similar 
m e e t i n g s  w e r e  
held th ro u g h o u t 
SA in a national 
campaign against 
conscription.

Picture: RICHARD BELL

Objectors 
in public 
protest 
against 
draft I

A GROUP o f t  152 Cape . 
Town conscien tious 'ob­
je c to rs  y es te rd ay  m ade a 
pub lic  stand  in R o n d a1 i* 
b o s c h  a s  p a r t  o f  fi 
n a t i o n a l  c a m p a i g n  
a g a in s t  c o n s c r ip t io n .  
T he o ld es t o b jec to r p re ­
sen t w as 52.

T hey form ed p a r t 6 f a 
g roup  o f 771 o b jec to rs  
countryw ide, 241 o f them  
from  Cape Town.

A t S te l le n b o s c h  30 
conscien tious ob jec to rs 
an nounced  th e i r  re fu sa l 
to serve in th e  South 
A frican  D efence Force.

T he an n u a l SADF in ­
t a k e  s t a n d s  a t  o v e r  
40 000 young m en, it  was 
re l ia b ly  le a r n t  y e s te r ­
day.

T he ch a irm an  o f the  
R ondebosch  m eeting, Mr 
D avid Schm idt, sa id  the 
ban n in g  o f th e  E nd Con­
sc rip tio n  C am paign by 
th e  M in ister o f Law and 
O rder, Mr A d riaan  Vlok, 
had  done  no th ing  to  r e ­
d uce  th e  “in ten se  m oral 
p re s su re ” fe lt by ob jec­
tors.

Mr Schm idt said  sim i­
la r  m eetings w ere  held  
y es te rd ay  in P o rt E liza­
beth , E ast London and 
G raham stow n.

H e sa id  th a t o f th e  
n a tio n a l figure o f 771 ob­
jec to rs , 294 p eo p le  had  
com pleted  th e ir  in itia l 
se rv ice  and  79 had  also 
com pleted  som e o f th e ir  
cam p liab ilitie s . Many 
had  done active serv ice 
in  Angola, N am ibia  and  
local tow nships, w hile  87 
h e ld  rank . A n o th e r 397 
p eo p le  had  done  no m ili­
ta ry  serv ice, w hile  68 
w ere  do ing  o r had  done 
“com m unity  se rv ice” as



By PHIL MOLEFE and 
THANDEKA GQUBULE

A TOTAL of 771 men yesterday pub­
licly declared —  at the launch of a 
national register o f  conscientious ob­
jectors —  that they would not serve 
in the South African Defence F o rc e .

T he event w as the biggest-ever 
dem onstration o f  anti-conscription 
sentiment in South Africa. It comes a 
year after the banning o f the End 
C onscription C am paign, and after 
three years o f Emergency regulations 
which make it illegal to undermine the 
system of military conscription.

Thus part of w hat was said  at the 
various press conferences around the 
country cannot be reported in terms 
o f Emergency regulations.

The objectors —  who m ade their 
declaration sim ultaneously in seven 
cities —  include 30 Stellenbosch 
University students, a  veteran o f the 
crucial battle for Cuito Cuanavale in 
southern Angola, a  lieutenant in mili­
tary intelligence, businessm en, cler­
ics, senior advocate W im  Trengove, 
author Andre Brink, and 33 members 
of the National Jew ish Conscientious 
Objectors.

The 771 cited religious, m oral and 
political grounds for refusing to do 
any SADF service, saying “the D e­
fence Force is used to uphold the sys­
tem of apartheid”. Some of them cited 
disturbing experiences during their 
national service as reasons.

“W e have decided in  good con­
science and o f our ow n accord that 
we cannot serve in the defence force 
despite possible prosecution and im ­
prisonment.

“W e object to serving in the racist 
defence force that upholds a racist 
government and we are not prepared 
to defend apartheid ,” ECC  branch 
chairman Chris de Villiers said.

Conscientious objectors face up to 
six years’ im prisonment, depending 
on the service they owe.

T he o b jec to rs  ca lled  fo r non- 
punitive and constructive community j  

service as an alternative to m ilitary 
service.

The national co-ordinating comm it­
tee o f yesterday’s event plan to hand 
the national register to Defence M ini­
ster Magnus M alan at a  meeting next 
week.

D urban com m ittee mem ber Steve 
Collins said it was hoped that if  they 
saw him  to hand over the nam es it 
would prevent the “panic and confu­
sion” o f  the state response to last 
year’s action in which 143 conscripts 
declared they would not serve in the 
SADF. T he ECC was blam ed and 
banned soon afterwards.

In  Johannesburg , about 70 co n ­
scientious objectors gathered at a se­
c re t p ress conference  yesterday  
morning to announce their refusal to 

• To  PAGE 3



‘ W e  w i l l  n o t  

s e r v e , ’  s a y  7 7 1
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go to the army. M ore than 280 con­
scripts from Johannesburg and P re­
toria have signed the register.

Four marshals co-ordinating the Jo­
hannesburg meeting were detained by 
security police in an early raid  on 
their homes. They are former Univer­
sity o f the W itwatersrand SRC presi­
dent B ettina von  Lieres and fellow  
students Judy and Sarah K lipin and 
Ginger Payne.

Three o f them  were later released. 
Payne is expected to appear in court 
this m orning on charges of posses­
sion of banned literature.

Addressing the Johanneburg press 
conference, De Villiers said (cut to 
comply with Emergency regulations) 

He challenged M inister o f Defence 
General M agnus Malan to hold a  ref­
erendum and test how many young 
South A fricans object to doing any 
service in his army.

H e said  m any o f the  ob jec to rs 
w ould face intense pressure both in 
their com m unities and w ork p laces 
for yesterday’s public stance.

D e Villiers announced there will be 
custodians of the register in each re­
gion for people who w anted to  add 
their names to the objection list.

The register fo r the Johannesburg 
region will be administered by Rever­
end Peter Storey o f the M ethodist 
Church, form er South African C oun­
cil o f Churches general secretary Dr 
Beyers Naude, Bishop Reg Orsm ond 
of the Catholic Church and Professor 
Philip Tobias o f the W its University 
Medical School.

Som e o f the objectors, w ho had al­
ready done the tw o-year initial ser­
vice, described  their experiences in 
the arm y w hich led to their d isen­
chantment with the SADF.

The National Jewish Conscientious 
O bjectors cited the SA D F’s ongoing 
destabilisation o f the frontline states 
and role in the townships as well as 
the general militarisation o f South Af­
rican society as their concerns.

“W e see our objection to serving in 
the SA D F as an expression o f our 
Jewish faith and heritage, and as loy­
al to the majority of South A fricans,” 
they said in a  statement.

The D urban news conference w as 
attended by dozens o f the 86 Durban 
objectors, one o f them a Benedictine 
m onk w earing long black  robes. It 
was addressed by A rchbishop D enis 
Hurley, Catholic archbishop o f D ur­
ban, who said it was a moving exper­
ience to be present at an expression of 
courage, especially w hen it was “ the 
outcome o f very noble motives”.

In Port E lizabeth , 19 objectors, 
who included three ministers o f relig­
ion and three businessm en, publicly 
stated they w ould no t serve in the 
SADF.

“W e will respond to the call-up in 
different ways. Some will go to jail, 
others will opt for religious objection 
status (cut to comply with Emergency 
regulations),” said the objectors.
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Stellenbosch joins anti-military protest
W HEN Timothy Patrick died, he was 
17 months into his tw o-years’ nation­
al service and 300km  inside Angola. 
His body was painted black; he was 
wearing a Unita uniform and carrying 
a Portuguese Bible.

This was said  yesterday  by his 
brother, M ark Patrick, a 29-year-old 
Cape Tow n doctor w ho cited  the 
death o f his brother, who was award­
ed the Pro Patria medal posthumous­
ly, as one reason why he added his 
voice to that o f 240 other Cape Town 
men who yesterday announced they 
would not serve in  the SA  D efence 
Force.

Hours before they took their stand, 
31 conscientious objectors had done 
the same thing in Stellenbosch, 60km 
away, their action dovetailing  with 
sim ilar actions countryw ide in  the 
biggest protest yet against com pulso­
ry  conscription.

The Stellenbosch objectors include 
23 students and one lecturer. They 
made their announcement on the cam­
pus o f  S te llenbosch  U n ivers ity , 
which in 1986 effectively banned the 
then yet-to-be restric ted  E nd C on­
scription Cam paign from  operating 
on campus.

In a statement, the group had other 
things to say about the university and 
its ties with the SADF.

“The Stellenbosch U niversity M ili­
tary Unit has full access to university 
facilities and student records; the M il­
itary  A cadem y o f S aldanha Bay

BY GAYE DAVIS in Cape Town

forms an integral part o f the universi­
ty and its activities. SADF-subsidised 
research into m ilitary technology is 
promoted among students.”

The SADF “played an oppressive 
role in maintaining an unjust and ex­
ploitative system”, theysaid.

“W e find this involvem ent o f  the 
SA DF in our com m unity unaccepta­
ble and symptomatic o f the militarisa­
tion o f  our environm ent,” the state­
m ent said.

In C ape Tow n, Patrick  described 
his becom ing a national servicem an 
in 1978 as a “natural progression 
from  12 years o f Christian N ational 
Education.

“I did not question why I should be 
so brutalised for two years. I did not 
question why I should brutalise oth­
ers .”

Later, he kept on being confronted 
by questions for which he had no an­
sw er.

“Ultimately, I came up with a startl- 
ingly sim ple realisation: that South 
A frica should be governed according 
to the fundam ental principle that all 
South Africans should be able to par­
ticipate freely in making the decisions 
that affect their lives.

“T his is the principle on w hich I 
base my vision for a future South Af­
rica ... this is why I can never again 
serve in the SADF.”

A nother Cape Tow n objector w as

D r A nton Eberhard, 37, an energy re­
searcher who in 1977 was the first to 
be imprisoned for refusing to do m ili­
tary service on political grounds.

“Today I am more conviced than 
ever that to obey a call-up is to accept 
a  call to defend apartheid,” he said. 
u M ilitary obligations had increased 
more than five-fold” from  when he 

was first called up from nine m onths’ 
national service to the current two 
years, “plus 720 days o f camps plus 
a further 12 days a year commando 
service until the age of 55.”

By refusing to serve, he could face 
another jail sentence.

“Conscription is one issue which I 
as a white South African cannot ig ­
nore, fo r it forces m e to m ake a 
choice,” he said.

“W ill I defend apartheid, o r will I 
pay the price for refusing to do so?

“I do not wish these choices for my 
son and am comm itted to helping to 
fight for an end to conscription and 
an end to apartheid.”

M artin Duys, 23, a  fourth-year ar­
chitecture student at the University o f 
Cape Tow n, described his difficulty 
in deciding to break the law  and his 
p a ren ts’ unhappiness and concern 
about his decision.

“ I do no t w ant them  to be angry 
w ith m e,” D uys said. “But a t the 
same time I am relieved to be making 
this stand. My conscience is clear, al­
though m y future is very uncertain.”
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Many of the 772 white man who this week publicly refused to serve in the SADF face six y e a rs  in prison -  or a life of 
exile. Three men are already serving jail sentences for refusing to serve. ■ P ic: b o n g a n i  m n g u n i

By CONNIE MOLUSI

H U N D R E D S  of young w hite S ou th  A frican  men have 
publicly refused to serve in the S A D F .

L aunching a R egister of C onsciencious O bjectors in 
Johannesburg  this week. 772 m en liable for call up 
announced their decision to refuse to  serve.

T he men said they will respond to the call up ir 
d ifferen t ways. Som e will go to ja il, o thers will opt foi 
religious objector sta tus, while m any will choose be 
tw een a life in exile or constan t evasion of the call up

Ol the 772 conscripts, 130 have com pleted nc 
m ilitary  service and are  liable for six years’ im prison­
m ent, 134 have com pleted som e of th e ir  initial service. 
40 have com pleted som e of th e ir cam p  allotm ents and 
10 are  liable for reserve duties.

They could all face betw een 18 m onths' and three 
years im prisonm ent for refusing to serve.

A total ol 49 of the 134 who have com pleted  some 
service were officers or non-com m issioned officers.

M any are professionals. A m ong th e  772 were bish­
ops, doctors, lawyers, teachers, den tists , com puter 
scientists, university lecturers and  professors, engi­
neers, journalists, m usicians, actors, and a com pany 
d irector.

A group sta tem ent said: “ The solutions to the prob­
lem s of South A frica are political and  not m ilitary. We 
a re  com m itted  to using our skills to serve our country in 
a positive and constructive way.

W e believe this cannot be achieved by participation 
in the S A D F  which has consistently  been used to 
uphold apartheid.
“ M any thousands have already  died  in South  Africa. 
T here  is no reason why the killing should continue 
before a negotiated se ttlem en t can  be achieved. W e are 
not p repared  to be part o f the governm en t’s w ar.”

T he conscripts declared  their so lidarity  with jailed 
o b jec to rs’David Bruce. C harles B ester and  Saul Batzo- 
fin. and called for their im m ediate release.

C hairm an of the Johannesburg -P re to ria  region of 
the register, C hris de Villiers, said G roup  R ights -  on 
w hich the next governm ent’s constitu tional dispensa­
tion is based -  is sim ply aparthe id  u nder ano ther label.

De Villiers, an A frikaans speaking law yer who stud­
ied a t Pretoria university, said the ob jectors are  drawn 
from  both the English and A frikaans speaking com m u­
nities.

A  sta tem en t from church  w orker M ichael Dominic 
Pothier, said: “The S A D F  is involved in a range of 
unchristian  and unjustifiable activities.

“ M y understanding of the teach ings and  traditions 
o f  the Rom an C atholic C hurch , to  w hich I adhere, 
have m ade it clear to me th a t I can  have no part in the 
S A D F  or its activities.”

A statem ent from the N ational Jew ish Conscientious 
O bjecto rs called for a lternatives to  conscription to be 
m ade available.

W e believe tha t non-punitive, constructive com m u­
nity service provides such a  concrete  a lternative to 
m ilitary  service. In th is way national service will 
becom e beneficial to the en tire  S ou th  A frican  com m u­
n ity ,” said the statem ent. '

T rade  unionist Jerem y Baskin said: “ I cannot sup­
port an arm y which is used to stifle protest and 
leg itim ate  opposition by the b lack  m ajority  in our 
coun try .”

Vrye W eekbladeditor M ax Du P reezsa id : “ I believe 
in a non-racial dem ocracy and will ob jec t to any service 
in th e  SA D F until it becom es the defence force of a 
new apartheid-free South  A frica, w here everybody is 
free and has equal rights and voting pow er.”
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