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Bantu Men’s Social Centre.
ANNUAL REPORT 1944.

nOTW ITHSTANDING the disrupting iniiuences of the War, 
the Bantu Men's Social Centre has carried on during the 
year and rendered its usual services to the African men of 

Johannesburg and Reef.

FOUNDERS’ DAY COMMEMORATION.
In October we held the Founders’ Day Commemoration service, 

remembering those responsible for the establishment of the Centre. 
On this occasion, Mr. D. L. Smit, Union Secretary for Native Affairs, 
delivered an inspiring address. Some eight hundred members and 
friends attended. Appropriate addresses were given by the 
Chairman (Dr. Ray Phillips), Dr. A. B. Xuma, and Mr. R. V. 
Selope Thema, M.R.C.

MEMBERSHIP.
The membership of -the Centre has remained on about the same 

level as the previous year. Many of our members are still in the 
army. In spite of the continuous rise in the cost of living, it is 
gratifying to note that so many appreciate the services offered to 
the extent of denying themselves other necessities in order to pay 
their fees.

The table below reflects the position for the years 1943 and 1944. 
Active Juniors Life

1943 374 44 10
1944 377 29 13

The type of membership offered being as fellows :—
1. Life Membership— £ 5  o
2. Ordinary Membership— 10

3. Country Membership— 5

4. Jun ior Membership— 2

5. Visiting Membership— 1

The main activities of the Cen

o.
o. Open to those living within 

the Magisterial District of 
Johannesburg.

o. For those living outside the 
Magisterial District of Jo
hannesburg.

6. For Scholars attending re
cognised schools and col
leges.

o. For those in Johannesburg 
for a short period.

e are as follows :—
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RECREATION.
« T  v

A variety of games consisting of Billiards, Basket-ball, jjox 
Hockey, Chess, Chinese-Checkers, Draughts, Table Tennis, Volley 
Ball, Disc Skittles, Tennis, and a number of others, have served to 
provide interest throughout the year. Of these, Billiards still pre
dominates with Draughts a close second. The great interest in the 
former has necessitated the running of several tournaments during 
the year.

Volley Ball has claimed an increasingly large place in the acti
vities of the Institution and the interest now shown makes it ne
cessary to reserve the use of the hall for play on Saturday noons.

Though the shortage of both Tennis and Table Tennis balls was 
keenly felt during the year, members enthusiastically utilised the 
small periodical supplies offered, and made full use of' their own 
small personal supplies.

READING ROOM.
The Committee at the beginning of the year, authorised subscrib

ing to more periodicals. These, together with some American 
journals kindly presented by Dr. Phillips, have served to provide 
more reading facilities to the room especially set aside for the pur
pose. Not only has this room been utilised by members for read
ing the daily papers and other journals, whilst enjoying a cup of 
tea or music over the radio, but it has also proved valuable in the 
provision of a comfortable waiting room for visitors.

VISIT FROM THE BLOEMFONTEIN SOCIAL INSTITUTE.
The Centre was visited during the year by members of the Bloem

fontein Social Institute who participated in the Annual Indoor 
Games Inter-Institutional challenge matches. The occasion 
proved valuable in bringing together the members of both Centres, 
and helped to assess the progress made on the part of each. On 
this occasion, both sections shared the laurels, each winning two 
events of the four involved. It is hoped that other Institutions like 
the Bantu Social Centre in Durban will be attracted to participate 
in these matches, a feature which should form a link between the 
various organisations.

BOXING AND PHYSICAL CULTURE.
This section of our activities has continued to interest the mem

bership. The tuition rendered by the students of the Jan H. 
Hofmeyr School of Social Work has resulted in the members being 

able to provide exercises for themselves, without demanding special 
attention. Several tournaments were staged in our hall by the 
Transvaal Non-European Amateur Boxing Association during the 
year. In the last tournament for the Transvaal Amateur Champion-
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ships, Held on the 24th February, two of our members brought 
1 our to the Institution by winning the Middle and Fly-weight 
championships.

MID-DAY MEALS.

Mid-day meals continue to be served at the Centre at the 
pre-war price of nine-pence, whilst light refreshments are provided 
to members throughout the day. Though prices of commodities 
have increased over thirty per cent, no additional charges have 
been made.

GUEST NIGHT.

Apart from the very many Social functions staged in the hall 
for which admission has been charged, members have been provid
ed each month with a free Guest Night. The programmes were 
varied throughout the year, and proved very interesting. How
ever, due to the transport difficulties, not as many members as 
would have liked to, were able to attend. In this connection, due 
thanks must be directed to Dr. Phillips, whose services in the 
showing of various films and direction of games on different occas
ions have enhanced the interest of those who attended.

SOLDIERS’ SUNDAY CLUB.

The Centre has continued to provide sleeping accommodation 
for African Soldiers on week-end leave. This valuable service, 
under the auspices of the Y.M.C.A., has been appreciated by the 
African Soldiers in the various camps. The Bioscope show in the 
evening and breakfast provided in the morning, have been warmly 
welcomed by the Soldiers.

THE JAN H. HOFMEYR SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK.

Accommodation is still provided the Holmeyr School in the 
building. A second group of students graduated on 15th Decem
ber 1944, and was given an impressive send-off by the Minister of 
Finance, the Hon. Jan H. Hofmeyr, M.P., President of the 
Y.M.C.A., after whom the school was named. The theme of his 
speech was LOYAL SER V IC E on the part of the graduating 
students to their fellowmen. The Y.M.C.A., under whose auspices 
the school was started, with Dr. Ray E. Phillips as Director, are 
to be heartily congratulated for having provided for the training of 
young men and women in Social Work. The extension of the field 
of study has necessitated an increase in the period of training from 
two to three years. The Social Centre will continue to benefit 
whilst housing the school.
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OTHER ORGANISATIONS USING THE BUILDING.
)

Apart from having the Headquarters of the Pathfinder-Scoats 
Movement, and the Non-European section of the Public Library 
housed in the building, the Centre has also helped by giving over 
the use of the hall and rooms to many African Social, Religious, 
Educational, Economic and Sporting bodies for meetings, concerts, 
dances, and cultural activities.

This service has kept the Centre in close contact with the entire 
Non-European community.

THANKS.
In conclusion, we would once more like to place on record our 

sincere thanks to our friends who have continued to give the 
necessary moral and financial support to the Centre, and to our 
Honorary Treasurer (Mr. J. M. Pirn, of the firm of Howard Pirn 
and Hardy) who has contributed more than a fair share of his time 
to the administration of our funds and the auditing of our books.

SIGNED,
Ray E. Phillips (Chairman).
Theo. B. Mdaniso (Acting Secretary).

BANTU MEN’S SOCIAL CENTRE.
1944.

S U B SC R IP T IO N S A N D  D O N A T IO N S .

African Consolidated Films, Ltd. £26 5 0
Less— H anded over to Bantu Sports Club

and Pathfinders ... ... 17 10 0
£8 15 0

African Explosives & Chemical Industries, Ltd. 25 0 0
African G uarantee & Indem nity Co. Ltd. 1 1 0
African T in W orkers’ Union 10 0
Aiken & C arter, Alex 10 0 0
Anglo-American C orporation of South Africa, Ltd. 10 10 0
Anglo-Transvaal Consolidated Investm ent Co. Ltd. ... 5 5 0
B arker, A. E. ... i 1 0
B arrow  (Ptv) Ltd.. lohn  ................ 2 2 0
Brick & Potteries Co. L td ..................... i J 0
Castle W ine & Brandy Co. Ltd. ... i 1 0
C entral Mining— R and Mines Group . . . . 50 0 0
Central News Agency, Ltd. 5 0 0
C leghorn’s 1 1 0
Connollv Lim ited, T. & F. 1 1 0
Denver M achinery Co. Ltd. i 1 0
Dhlomo, Chief Z. i 0 0
Dunlop South Africa, Ltd. i 1 0
Evans & Co. (Ptv) Ltd., H erbert 2 2 0
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o
Foster, G. ... ... . ..
F raser & Chalm ers (S.A.) Ltd.
G eneral Mining & F inance Corporation, Ltd. 
G reen & Morison, Ltd., E. K.
Griffin, T. F.
Haym an, Godfrey & Sanderson ...
Henvvood, Son, Soutter & Co., P.
H illm an Bros., Ltd.
Hunt, Leuchars & H epburn, Ltd.
Johannesburg, City Council of 
Johannesburg Consolidated Investm ent Co. Ltd. 

(Barnato) Group of Mines
Jooste & Bryant, L td ...........
Liddle (Pty) Ltd., Joseph 
Linder, H. J.
M achine Tools (Pty) Ltd.
Mackenzie, Geo.
Moss, E. J.
Naaido, G.
N.M.C. Senior N.C.O’s Mess 
New Consolidated Goldfields, Ltd.
Phoenix Assurance Co. Ltd.
Prices (S.A.) Ltd.
Pim & Hardy, H ow ard—Clerical Assistance 
Ramsbottom , Mr. Justice W . H. ...
Rand Daily Mails, Ltd. ...
Rand Provident Building Society 
Randles, Bro. & Hudson, Ltd.
Shell Com pany of South Africa Ltd.
Smith, Mrs. Jam es and Miss N ancy 
Solomon, Mr. Justice Saul
S.A. N on-European Iron and Steel W orkers’ Union 
South British Insurance Co. Ltd.
Star, The
S.A. Druggists, Ltd.
Stevenson. J. H.
Stuttaford and Co., Ltd. ...
Sunday T im es Syndicate, Ltd.
Thom pson (Pty) Ltd., James 
T roughton. J. J.
Victoria Falls and Transvaal Pow er Co. Ltd

1 1 0
2 2 0

15 0 0 ^
1 1 0
1 1 0
1 1 0
2 2 0
1 1 0
5 5 0

100 0 0

50 0 0
2 2 0
1 1 0 *
3 3 0
1 1 0
1 1 0
1 0 0

10 0
11 11 0
20 0 0
7 16 0
i 1 0

36 0 0
1 1 0
5 0 0
3 3 0
1 1 0
1 1 0
5 0 0
3 3 0

10 0
2 2 0
5 5 0
2 2 0
2 2 0
2 2 0
5 0 0
i 1 0
i 1 0 '

15 0 0

£450 6 0
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B A N T U  M E N ’S  S O C I A L  C E N T R E

DR. E X P E N D IT U R E  A N D  R EV E N U E  ACCOUNT FOR THE YE A R  ENDED 31st. DECEMBER, 1944. OR.

1943
750 T o Salaries and W ages 811 2 6

Add  Contribution to Y.M.C.A.
Toe H. W ar W ork Fund 
tow ards Salary of J. R.

124 Rathebe (On Active Service) 125 4 0

874 936 6 6
220 „ W ater, L ight and Sanitarv  Fees 297 5 5

25 ,, Games 50 7 3
59 „ Insurance 58 4 7
43 ,, Clerical Assistance 

„ Postage, Stationery, Telephones,
36 0 0

301 Bank Charges and Sundry Expenses 417 12 9
8 „ T ravelling  Expenses re M em bership 

„ Founders’ Dav
3 18 6

11 19 7 6
„ Depreciation of Furn itu re  and

78 Flquipment
,, Loss on Kitchen and C atering—

94 7 0

Expenditure 1176 9 8 
Less Revenue 1098 1 7 78 8 1

1943
182 By M em bership Fees 189 8 0
491 ,, Subscriptions and Donations 450 6 0
300 ,, Native Recruiting C orporation Lim ited 300 0 0

,, G rants—
Board of C ontrol—Deferred

50 Pay In terest Fund 50 0 0
500 D epartm ent of Social W elfare 600 0 0 650 0 0

„ Sundry Revenue—
H ire of Hall and Rent of

195 Rooms
Net Proceeds of B.M.S.C.

260 8 0

69 Functions 22 7 0 282 15 0

109 ,, In terest Received 
,, Profit on Kitchen and

116 4 1

13 C atering
,, Balance—Excess of Expenditure

over Revenue for the  year
transferred  to Accum ulated Funds 3 4 6

B alance—Excess of Revenue 
over Expenditure for the year 
transferred  to Accumulated 

291 Funds

£1910 1991 17 7 £1910 £1991 1 V



B A N T U  M E N S  S O C I A L  C E N T R E  
Registered under Charitable Institutions (Control) Ordinance 1926.

B ALANCE SH E E T —31st. DECEM BER , 1944.
)

Creditors 196 8 8
L ibrary  Deposits 2 13 6
Sports Fund 
Legacies—

46 18 2

Balances as at 31st. Decem ber 1943.
Estate of the  Late E. Blinm an 
Estate of the Late M. C.

900 0 0

Lighthom e—
2698 7 10

3598 7 10
Less T ransferred  to

Accumulated Funds 241 12 6 3356 15 4

Accumulated Funds
B alance as at 31st. Dec. 1943 12144 7 11
Less Balance of E xpenditure and

R evenue Account 3 4 6

12141 3 5

Add T ransferred  from  Legacy
M. C. Lighthom e 241 12 6 12382 15 11

15985 11 7

Johannesburg.
22nd. February , 1945.

Buildings
11759Balance as at 31st. Dec. 1943 6 0

Add  New Bedroom for Staff 241 12 6 12000 18 6

F urn itu re  and E quipm ent
Balance as at 31st. Decem ber 1943 310 0 0
Additions during 1944 161 15 0

471 15 0
Less D epreciation 94 7 0 377 8 0

Municipal Deposits 34 0 0
Investm ents Re Legacy— at par 
£125 Municipality of Johannesburg  5%

Local Registered Stock 1945/55 125 0 0
£625 T ow n Council of Johannesburg 5%

Local Inscribed Stock 1948/58 625 0 0
60 4% Paid up Perm anent Shares of 

£25 each of the Alliance Building
Society 1500 0 0 2250 0 0

Debtors and Kitchen stock 
Cash

138 18 8

S tandard  B ank of South Africa 
Lim ited 167 12 3
U nited B uilding Society— 
St. A ndrew ’s B ranch 
Savings B ank Account 984 9 9
On Hand 32 4 5 1184 6 5

£15985 11 7
Certified Correct.

J. M ontague Pirn, Hon. Treasurer.
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