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looked on, as they had looked on, in 1903, at Lord
Milner's abortive effort to compel Indian trade and
residence in locations, so that they might take advan-
tage of the results of the new policy to relieve
themselves of their own Asiatic  incubus.”
Appalled by the magnitude of the disaster that
threatened the community, the Indian leaders
hastened to take steps to avoid it, if possible. They
sought an interview with the responsible member of
the Governmerit, but succeeded only in getting women
excluded from the operation of the measure, and, as a
last resort, an Indian mass meeting was held at the
moment that the Legislative Council was debating
the clauses of the draft ordinance. Whilst the
Council’s debate was a perfunctory and pre-arranged
performance, the whole business being concluded in

less than a couple of hours, the crowded
Empire Theatre rang with Iimpassioned denun-
ciations of the Government’s policy, which
belied the solemn wundertaking of Lord Milner
in every important respect, assumed the guilt

of the Indian community unheard and without proof,
and adumbrated their virtual expulsion from the
Colony, and, eventually, from South Africa. So fierce
was the indignation aroused that, when the famous
Fourth Resolution was put, committing all present,
and those they represented, to go to gaol, if the
measure should become law, until such time as it
should be repealed or disallowed, the whole wvast
audience of three thousand persons rose as one man,
and shouted a solemn “ Amen,”’ when the oath of
Passive Resistance was administered. Simultaneously,
however, and as a last effort to avoid a terrible con-
flict, a deputation to Eugland was arranged for. The
delegates proceeded there to interview the Imperial
authorities and arouss public opinion, and their efforts
resulted in the suspension of the Royal Assent to the
measure owing to the imminence of the inauguration
of self-government in the Transvaal, and in the
formation of the famous South Africa British Tndian
Committee, with Sir Mancherji Bhownaggree as its
ixecutive Chairman, Mr. T,. W. Riteh as its Secre-

tary, and, subsequently, Lord Ampthill as its
President.
The disallowance of the measure was, however,

merely a temporary respite, for, taking umbrage at
what was thought to be an impertinent intrusion
on the part of the Tmperial Government in the affairs
of a practically self-goverming British Colony, the
European section of the population angrily demanded
the immediate re-enactment of the ordinance, and
almost the first action of the new Parliament was to
rush it throngh all its stages in a single session of a
unanimouns House, entirely ignoring Indian opinion
and Indian protests, for, as Indians were not directly
represented in Parliament, nobody appeared to con-
sider it necessary to take their feelings into
consideration.

Still anxious to avoid a struggle that had appeared
to be inevitable, the Indian leaders had urged the
Government and Parliament not to proceed with the

Bill, but to accept a voluntary effort of re-registration
in a manner that might be mutually agreed upon, in
which they profiered all possible assistance. But they
were distrusted and ignored, and all the tragic pos-
sibilities of a prolonged conflict were forced upon the
Indian community. In July, 1907, the new Act came
into force, and registration under it officially com-
menced, in compartments, the registration officers trav-
elling from town to town throughout the Colony. Their
efforts to induce registration were wholly unsuccess-
ful, and an extension of the advertised time for regis-
tration was given by the Government, as a last
opportunity to comply with the law. But 95 per
cent. of the Indian community remained true to its
oath. Meanwhile, a further effort had been made to
avoid an extension of the trouble, and a petition,
signed by some 3,000 Indians, had been addressed
to the Government, imploring them to realise the
depth of suffering into which it was threatened to
plunge the Indian community, who once more offered
voluntary re-registration if the Act was suspended.
The petition was rejected contemptuously, and, at the
end of the year, several of the leaders were arrested,
ordered to leave the Colony, and, upon their refusal
to do so, imprisoned for various periods. This process
was repeated, until some hundreds of all classes were
lodged in gaol, and the Government, realising that
their efforts to ecrush the community had failed,
opened up negotiations through the agency of Mr.
Albert Cartwright, then Editor of the 7Transvaal
Leader, with the result that, almost at the moment
that TI.H. the Aga Khan was presiding over a huge
public meeting of protest in Bombay, a compromise
was signed, whereby it was agreed to suspend passive
resistance, to proceed with voluntary re-registration
for a period of three months, during which the opera-
tion of the law was to be suspended, and, as the Indian
signatories clearly understood, to repeal the hated
Act if the re-registration was satisfactorily completed.
In the meantime, the situation had been complicated
by the passing of an Immigration Act that, operating
jointly with the Asiatic Law Amendment Act,
absolutely prohibited all Asiatic immigration, no
matter how cultured the immigrant might be. Thus,
at a stroke, the policy of non-racial legislation, that
had heen so strongly advoeated by Mr. Chamberlain,
was destroyed. The community, however, realised
that, with the repeal of the Asiatic Act, the racial
taint would disappear, and all efforts were, accord-
ingly, concentrated upon that. The commencement
of voluntary re-registration was signalised by a
murderous attack upon Mr. Gandhi by a misguided
countryman, and, for the moment, everything was in
confusion. But a special appeal to the community
was made, and, with confidence restored and the
promise of repeal, re-registration was duly completed
by the middle of May, and Lord Selborne himself
bore testimony fto its satisfactoriness. Then the
Government. were called upon to perform their part
of the compromise, but the promise of repeal was
repudiated, and immediately the Tndian community
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was thrown into a turmoil. The Government offered
to repeal the Act provided that certain classes of
Indians were treated as prohibited immigrants, and
the racial bar remained in the Immigration Law.
Naturally, these terms were indignantly rejected, and
the community prepared for a revival of Passive
Resistance.  Mr. Sorabji Shapurji, an educated
Parsee from Natal, was imprisoned as a protest
against the racial bar., The Natal Indian
leaders entered the Transvaal, in order to co-
operate with their brethren there, and were
arrested as prohibited immigrants and ordered to
leave the Colony. But at a mass meeting held in
Johanneshurg, at which they were present, hundreds
of certificates of voluntary registration were publicly
burnt, and a challenge of wholesale imprisonment
was thrown out to the Government, who took alarm
at the situation, and a Conference of leading members
of the Government and Opposition, and of representa-
tives of the Indian and Chinese communities, together
with Mr. Albert Cartwright, as mediator, was held
at Pretoria. The Conference proved abortive, how-
ever, for, though they were prepared to waive the
other points upon which they had previously insisted,
the Government proved adamant on the two main
issues. They definitely refused either to repeal the
Asiatic Act or to remove the racial bar of the Immi-
gration Law. An amending Bill was passed through
both Houses of Parliament, validating voluntary
registration, and improving the Indian position in
certain respects, but it being, in the main, unsatis-
factory for the reasons given above, it was not recog-
nised by the Passive Resisters, who resumed the
struggle with energy. The new measure, however,
strengthened the hands of the Government by giving
them powers of deportation, which, however, were at
first neutralised by their deporting Passive Resisters
across the Natal border, whence they returned as fast
as they were deported.

Into the many details and ramifications of the
struggle at this stage it is unnecessary now to enter;
suffice it to recall the Delagoa Bay incidents, when
the Portuguese Government acted as the catspaw of
the Transvaal. in preventing the entry into the Trans-
vaal of returning Indians lawfully resident there, the
various test-cases brought in the Supreme Court
against the Government, some of which were lost and
some won, the voluntary insolvenecy of Mr. A. M.
Cachalia, the Chairman of the British Indian Associa-
tion, who preferred to keep his ocath and preserve
his honour to the sordid joy of money-making, the
imprisonment of Indians of all classes by hundreds,
the appeals to India, where protest meetings were
held in different parts of the country, the financial
help of Natal, the arousing of enmthusiasm amongst
Indians all over the country, the activity of Lord
Ampthill’s Committee in London, and of the British
Press, the bitter controversies that raged in the Trans-
vaal papeis, the latent sympathy of not a few
Transvaal Europeans, culminating in the formation
of Mr. Hosken’s Committee, that rendered such

splendid and patriotic service in a number of ways,
the public letter to the Z"smes, the refusal of the Royal
Assent to anti-Indian measures passed by the Legis-
latures of Natal and Southern Rhodesia, the Indian
mass meetings in Johannesburg and all over South
Africa, the weakening of some sections of the Indian
community and the strengthening of others, the
amazing revelation of Tamil strength and fortitude,
the energetic labours of the Indian women, the ruin
and desolation of businesses and homes, the eruel
gaol hardships whose purpose was to crush the spirit
of the Passive Resisters, the magnificent courage of
those who sought imprisonment again and again, the
glorious religious spirit that was developed as the
struggle moved on from phase to phase, the hopes and
fears, the firm faith of the leaders in ultimate success
—all these constitute a pageant of incidents and
emotions that gave greatness to the Passive
Resistance movement, and that bestowed upon it its
most distinguishing characteristics.

New life was given to the movement in the middle
of 1909, when two deputations were authorised to
proceed to England and India respectively, to culti-
vate public opinion there and to seek assistance. As
the delegates were on the point of leaving, the
majority of them were arrested and imprisoned as
passive resisters, doubtless with the intention of pre-
venting the departure of the remainder. But the
community insisted that the deputations should go.
In England, interest in the question was strongly
revived, and, as Transvaal Ministers were there at
the time in connection with the Drait Act of Union,
the Imperial authorities strove to effect a settlement;
but General Smuts proved obdurate, and flatly
declined to remove the statutory racial bar and
substitute for it gemeral legislation, though it was
clear that the Asiatic Act was doomed. The deputa-
tion, which had been led by Mr. Gandhi,
therefore returned to South  Africa, having
aceomplished only a part of what it had hoped to
achieve, but having arranged for a body of volunteers
who undertook to collect funds and keep the subject
before the public.

The deputation to India, heralded by the tragic
death of Nagappen shortly after his release from
prison, was of a different character. Mr. Polak, who
was the sole remaining delegate, placed himself un-
reservedly in the hands of the Ilon. Mr. Gokhale,
whose Servants of India Society arranged for meetings
to be held in every part of the country, from Bombay
to Rangoon, from Madras to Lahore. Tremendous
enthusiasm was aroused, Indian patriotic pride in the
sufferers in South Africa was awakened, and funds
were energetically collected, following the example of
Mr. Ratan J. Tata, some £10,000 being contri-
buted for the maintenance of the struggle, ruling
princes sending generous subscriptions. All sections
of the people united in demanding the intervention
of the Imperial Government, and at the historic
session of the Imperial Council at Calcutta, the
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Governnient of India announced its acceptance of Mr.
Gokhale’s resolution, unanimously supported, to take
powers to prohibit the further recruitment of inden-
tured labour in India for Natal. After a thirteen
months’ campaign, India had been educated on the
South African Indian question to a degree that
aroused the attention and anxiety of the Home
authorities, and when angry protests came from every
part of the country against the Transvaal Govern-
ment’s action in deporting to India large numbers of
Passive Resisters (many of them born in South
Africa), with the object of breaking up the move-
ment, the Tmperial Government, upon the urgent
representations of the Government of India, success-
fully implored the Transvaal—and, subsequently, the
Union—Administration to cease to deport. The
deportees subsequently returned to South Africa, but
with the loss of Naryansamy, who died at Delagoa
Bay after having been unlawfully denied a landing
anywhere in Brilish territory.

Meanwhile, the four South African Colonies had
become Provinces of the Union of South Africa, and
the Imperial Government, convinced at last of the
justice of the Indian cause, and taking advantage of
the possibilities of the new situation, addressed to the
Union Government the memorable despateh of
October 7, 1910, in which they powerfully recom-
mended the repeal of Act 2 of 1907, the removal of
the racial bar, and the substitution for the latter of
the Indian suggestion of non-racial ]cgisl:'x.t-ion
modified by administrative differentiation, effectively
limiting future Indian immigration to a minimum
number annually of highly educated men, whose
gervices would be required for the higher needs of the
Tndian community. To this despatch was appended
the condition that nothing that was done to settle the
Transvaal controversy at the expense of the Indians
residing in the Coast Provinces would be satisfactory
to the Imperial Government. The Union Ministers
responded in a friendly manner, the struggle bet_:ame
less acute, and ultimately, in 1911, a Union Immigra-
tion Bill was published, purporting to settle the
controversy that had been raging for so long. The
new measure, however, obviously did not serve its
purpose, for, whilst repealing the Asiatic Act of 1907,
saving the rights of minors that had been declared by
the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, in the
Chotabhai case, the Bill did not remove the racial bar,
but rather extended it throughout the Union, by
reason of the Orange Free State entry question, and
it took away other rights not only from Transvaal
Indians, but from those resident in the Coast Pro-
vinces. A unanimous outery arose from them,
negotiations were re-opened, and the suggestion was
thrown out by the Passive Resistance leaders that the
Bill should be replaced by one limited to the Trans-
vaal alone, which, however, was not adopted.
Eventually it was found impossible to pass the Bill,
and a provisional settlement was arranged, whereby
thes Indians undertook to suspend Passive Resistance,
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whilst the Government promised to introduce satis-
factory legislation in the 1912 session of Parliament,
meanwhile administering the law as though it had
already been altered, and specially exempting, in
terms of an earlier understanding, a limited number
of educated entrants into the Transvaal.

Taking advantage of the lull, and of the better
feeling aroused at the time of the King's Coronation
in India, a further mission was sent there, in order
to maintain public interest and to place before the
Government the points upon which the Indian com-
munity isisted. The measure of 1912, however, met
with no better fate than its predecessor, and the pro-
visional agreement was extended for another year. It
was then that preparations were made throughout
South Africa to welcome the Hon. Mr. Gokhale,
whose tour in the sub-continent is still fresh in the
minds of all. e succeeded, as no one else had yet
done, in raising the discussion of the Indian problem
to the DIinperial plane, and won the admiration even
of his opponents for his moderation and statesman-
ship. Tt was during this visit that Indians later
alleged, on hig authority, that a promise of repeal of
the iniquitous £3 tax was made by the Government,
in view of the fact that, for over a year, further in-
dentured immigration from India had been prohibited
by the Indian Government.

When the 1913 Bill, however, was introduced into
Parliament, and the Indian leaders observed the
spirit in which the Indian question was dealt with by
the Union Ministers, grave fears were aroused that a
situation, which had already become still further com-
plicated by the position created by the Searle judg-
ment, invalidating practically every Indian marriage,
would once more develop into a catastrophe. The
Government were warned that the marriage question
must be settled if peace were desired, and that the
racial bar must be finally removed from the measure.
Amendments were introduced and accepted by the
Government, purporting to settle the marriage con-
troversy on the basis of the recognition of de fucto
monogamous marriages, but, even as passed, the Bill
failed to satisfy the demands of the Passive Resisters,
whilst the £3 tax remained unrepealed. A final
attempt was made by the Indian leaders to avoid a
revival of the struggle, and negotiations were once
more opened with the Government, so as to obtain
a promise of remedial legislation in the next session
of Parliament. They were, however, interrupted by
the Ewropean strike, during the heat of which Mr.
Gandhi, as spokesman of the Passive Resisters, under-
took to refrain from pressing the Indian case for the
moment. Meanwhile, a mission had proceeded to
England to co-operate with the 1lon. Mr. Gokhale, at
his urgent invitation, in order to bring home to the
Tmperial Government and the British public the
extreme gravity of the situation, and the eertainty of
the extension of the demands of Passive Resisters
unless a settlement of the points in dispute were
promptly arrived at. All these representations, how-
ever, failed to conciliate the Union Government, which
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proved obdurate, and a final warning was sent to
them stating that unless assurances of the introduction
of legislative and administrative measures, in the
following session, were given to recognise in law the
validity of de facto monogamous marriages, to remove
the racial bar, as regards the Free State, to restore
the right of entry into the Cape Colony to South
African-born Indians, to repeal the £3 tax, and to
administer justly and with due regard to vested
interests existing legislation operating harshly against
Indians, Passive Resistance would be immediately
revived. The warning was ignored, and the struggle
was resumed in all its bitterness and on a much wider
scale than before. Its incidents are too fresh in the
public mind to need more than a brief mention—the
campaign of the Indian women whose marriages had
been dishonoured by a fresh decision of the Supreme
Court, at the instigation of the Government, the
awakening of the free and indentured labourers all
over Natal, the tremendous strikes, the wonderful and
historic strikers’ march of protest into the Transvaal,
the horrible scenes enacted later in the effort to crush
the strikers and compel them to resume work, the
arrest and imprisonment of the principal leaders and
of hundreds—almost thousands—of the rank and file,
the enormous Indian mass meetings held in Durban,
Johannesburg, and other parts of the Union, the fierce
and passionate indignation aroused in India, the large
sums of money poured into South Africa from all
parts of the Motherland, Lord Hardinge's famous
speech at Madras, in which he placed himself at the
head of Indian public opinion and his demand for a
Commission of Inquiry, the energetic efforts of Lord
Ampthill’s Committee, the hurried intervention of
the Imperial authorities, the appointment over the
heads of the Indian community of a Commission whose
personnel could not satisfy the Indians, the discharge
of the leaders whose advice to ignore the Commission
was almost entirely accepted, the arrival of Messrs.
Andrews and Pearson and their wonderful work of
reconciliation, the deaths of Harbatsingh and
Valiamma, the strained position relieved only by the
interruption of the second European strike, when
Mr. Gandhi once more undertook not to hamper the
Government whilst they had their hands full with the
fresh diffienlty, and, when it had been dealt with, the
entirely new spirit of friendliness, trust, and co-opera-
tion that was found to have been created by the
moderation of the great Indian leader and the loving
influence spread around him by Mr. Andrewe as he
proceeded with his great Imperial mission.

All these things are of recent history, as are the
favourable recommendation of the Commission on
practically every point referred to it and out of which
Passive Resistance had arisen, the adoption of the
Commission’s Report in its entirety by the Govern-
ment, the introduction and passing into law of the
Indians’ Relief Act, after lengthy and remarkable
debates in both Houses of the Legislature, the corre-
spondence between Mr. Gandhi and General Smuts,
m which the latter undertook, on behalf of the Govern-
ment, to carry through the administrative reforms
that were not covered by the new Act, and the Indian

protagonist of Passive Resistance formally announced
the conclusion of the struggle and set forth the points
upon which Indians would sooner or later have to be
satisfied before they could acquire complete equality
of civil status—and the final scenes of departure,
enacted throughout the country, wherein the deaths
and sufferings of the Indian martyrs, Nagappen, Nar-
yansamy, Harbatsingh, and Valiamma, were justified
and sanctified to the world.

It is significant that, as Passive Resistance became
stronger and purer, it succeeded more and more in
bringing together the best representatives of the
European and Indian sections of the population. With
each new phase came new triumphs and new friends.
Whilst every material gain has been but the restora-
tion of that which was taken away, each gain of
principle has been the concession of that which had
been denied. The struggle commenced with a protest
against the universal distrust and contempt for the
Indian community. That distrust and contempt have
been exchanged for trust and respect. It commenced
with the complete ignoring of Indian sentiment.
Gradually that policy, too, was altered, save that it
revived acutely when the Commission was appointed
over the heads of those mainly interested in its find-
ings. To-day. however, the leaders are consulted in
matters vitally affecting the welfare of the Indian
community, and Passive Resistance has given for these
disfranchised ones far more than the vote could have
won, and in a shorter time. The movement com-
menced with a demand for the repeal of the Transvaal
Act 2 of 1907. The Act was repealed and its
threatened extension to other parts of South Africa
was completely prevented. At the beginning, racial
legislation against Indians was threatened, so as to
drive them from the Colony. The settlement has
removed the possibility of racial legislation against
Indians throughout the Empire. The system of in-
dentured immigration from India, that had been
regarded almost as a permanent feature of South
African economics, has been ended. The hated £3
tax has been repealed and its attendant misery and
insult destroyed. Vested rights, that were tending
everywhere to disappear, are to be maintained and
protected. The bulk of Indian marriages, that had
never previously received the sanction of South
African law, are henceforth to be fully recognised in
Jaw. But above and beyond all this is the new spirit
of conciliation that has resulted from the hardships,
the sufferings, the sacrifices of the Passive Resisters.
The flag of legal racial equality has been kept flying,
and it is now recognised that Indians have rights and
aspirations and ideals that cannot be ignored. The
struggle has more than proved the immense superiority
of right over might, of soul-force over brute-force, of
love and reason over hate and passion. India has
been raised in the scale of nations, her children in
South Africa have been ennobled, and the way is now
open to them to develop their capacities in peace and
concord, and thus contribute their quota to the build-
ing up of this great new nation that is arising in
the South African sub-continent,
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Tolstoy on Passive Resistance.

N the 26th November, 1910, we pub-
lished the following translation of a
letter of Count Tolstoy’s to Mr.
Gandhi :—

Kofchety, Russia, Sept. 7, 1310.

I received your journal, and was
pleased to learn all contained therein
concerning the passive resisters. And
I felt like telling you all the thoughts which that
reading called up in me.

The longer 1 live, and especially now, when I
vividly feel the nearness of death, I want to tell
others what I feel so particularly clearly and what to
my mind is of great importance-—namely, that which
is called passive resistance, but which is in reality
nothing else than the teaching of love uncorrupted
by false interpretations. That love—i.e., the striving
for the union of human souls and the activity derived
from this striving—is the highest and only law of
human life, and in the depth of his soul every human
being (as we most clearly see in children) feels and
knows this; he knows this until he is entangled by
the false teachings of the world. This law was pro-
claimed by all-—by the Indian as by the Chinese,
Hebrew, Greek and Roman sages of the world. I
think this law was most clearly expressed by Christ,
who plainly said that “in this only is all the law and
the prophets.”” But besides this, foreseeing the cor-
ruption to which this law is and may be subject, he
straightway pointed out the danger of its corruption,
which is natural to people who live in worldly
interests, the danger, namely, which justifies the
defence of these interests by the use of force, or, as
he said, “with blows to answer blows, by force to
take back things usurped,” etc. He knew, as every
sensible man must know, that the use of force is
incompatible with love as the fundamental law of life,
that as scon as violence is permitted, in whichever
cage it may be, the insufficiency of the law of love
is acknowledged, and by this the very law is denied.
The whole Christian civilisation, so brilliant out-
wardly, grew up on this self-evident and strange mis-
understanding and contradiction, sometimes conscious,
but mostly unconscious.

In reality, as soon as force was admitted into love
there was no more, and there could be no love ag the
law of life, and as there was no law of love, there was
no law at all, except violence—i.e., the power of the
strongest. So lived Chbristian humanity for nineteen
centuries. It is true that in all times people were
guided by violence in arranging their lives. The
difference between the Christian nations and all other
nations is only that in the Christian world the law of
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love was expressed clearly and definitely, whereas it
was not so expressed in any other religious teaching,
and that the people of the Christian world have
solemnly accepted this law, whilst at the same time
they have permitted violence, and built their lives on
violence, and that is why the whole life of the
Christian peoples is a continuous contradiction be-
tween that which they profess and the principles on
which they order their lives—a contradiction between
love accepted as the law of life and violence which is
recognised and praised, acknowledged even as a neces-
sity in different phases of life. such as the power of
rulers, courts and armies. This contradiction always
grew with the development of the people of the
Christian world, and lately it reached the highest
stage. The question now evidently stands thus:
either to admit that we do not recognise any religio-
moral teaching, and we guide ourselves in arranging
our lives only by power of the stronger, or that all
our compulsory taxes, court and police establishments,
but mainly our armies, must be abolished.

This year, in Spring, at a Seripture examination in
a girls’ high school at Moscow, the teacher and the
bishop present asked the girls questions on the Com-
mandments, and especially on the sixth. After a
correct answer, the bishop generally put another
question, whether murder was always in all cases for-
bidden by God's law, and the unhappy young ladies
were forced by previous instruction to answer, “ Not
always "'—that murder was permitted in war and in
execution of criminals. Still, when one of these
unfortunate young ladies (what I am telling is not an
invention, but a fact told me by an eye-witness), after
her fivst answer, was asked the usual question, if kill-
ing were always sinful, she, agitated and blushing,
decisively answered, *“ Always,”” and to all the usual
sophisms of the bishop she answered with decided
conviction, that killing always was forbidden in the
Old Testament and forbidden by Christ, not only
killing, but even every wrong against a brother. Not.
withstanding all his grandeur and art of speech, the
bishop became silent and the girl remained victorious.

Yes, we can talk in our newspapers of the progress
of aviation, of complicated diplomatic relations, of
different clubs and conventions, of unions of different
kinds, of so-called productions of art, and keep silent
about what that young lady said. But it cannot be
passed over in silence, because it is felt, more or less
dimly, but always felt by every man in the Christian
world. Socialism, Communism, Anarchism, Salvation
Axymy, increasing crime, unemployment, the growing
Insane luxury of the rich and misery of the poor, the
alarmingly increasing nuraber of suicides—all these
are the signs of that internal contradiction which
18
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must be solved and cannot remain unsolved. And of
course solved in the sense of acknowledging the law
of love and denying violence. Ang so your activity
In the Transvaal, as It seems 1o us, at the end of the
world, Is the most essential work, the most Important
of ail the work now heing done in the world, and In
which not only the nations of the Christlan, but of

all the world, will unavoidahly take part.
I think that you will be pleased to know that here

in Russia this activity is also fast developing in the
way of refusals to serve in the Army, the number of
which increases from year to year. IHowever insig-
nificant is the number of our people who are passive
resisters in Russia who refuse to serve in the Army,
these and the others can boldly say that God is with
them. And God is more powerful than man.

In acknowledging Christianity even in that corrupt
form in which it is professed amongst the Christian
nations, and at the same time in acknowledging the
necessity of armies and armament for killing on the
greatest scale in wars, there is such a clear clamouring

contradiction, that it must sooner or later, possibly
very soon, inevitably reveal itself and annihilate either
the professing of the Christian religion, which is
indispensable in keeping up these forces, or the
existence of armies and all the violence kept up by
them, which is not less necessary for power. This
contradiction is felt by all governments, by your
British as well as by our Russian Government, and
out of a general feeling of self-preservation the perse-
cution by them (as seen in Russia and in the journal
sent by you) against such anti-government activity,
as those above-mentioned, is carried on with more
energy than against any other form of opposition.
The governments know where their chief danger lies,
and they vigilantly guard in this question, not only
their interests, but the question: “To be or not to
be?’—Yours very faithfully,
LEO TOLSTOY.
[Translated from the original Russian by Pauline
Padlashuk.—Johanneshurg, November 15, 1910.]

Lord Gladstone and the Indian Settlement.

N the course of his speech at the Fare-
well Banquet given to him at
Johannesburg, Lord Gladstone made
the following pregnant remarks on the
recent Indian settlement :—

(‘}‘ But, gentlemen, all of us who
A realise the true value of the Imperial
connection can learn another lesson.
We see now that a free responsible South African
Government is not inconsistent with the discharge of
Imperial obligations. There is no better proof of this
than in the settlement of the British Indian question.
But first let us note again how a difficult South
African question has been settled by Union. Before
1910 the Imperial and Indian Governments had made
great efforts to induce a settlement. Natal was
originally responsible for the large immigration of
Indians into South Africa, but it was in the Trans-
vaal that serious trouble firgt arose. The treatment
of the Indian question differed in each Province. In
the Free State, the policy was one of absolute exclu-
sion. In the Transvaal, admission was conceded, but
subject to the differential laws which produced acute
difficulty. Under the Cape Government, Indians
were mote freely admitted, and reeceived privileges
refused to them elsewhere. In Natal, the first con-
sideration was the supply of abundant and cheap
coolie labour. In the attitude of each Government
to the Indians there was no common principle, and
disagreements prevented a settlement. We all know

that a settlement has been difficult enough under
Union. But imagine how critical the situation would
have been last November, when the Indian riots
occurred, if the settlement had depended upon the
agreement of four separate Governments? As it was,
the oppointment of a Commission by the Union
Government and the admirable report of Sir William
Solomon and his colleagues informed and unified
South African opinion and enabled the Government
to find a satisfactory solution. So South Africa itself
has been relieved of what threatened to be dangerous
as well as chronic trouble. But, gentlemen, Parlia-
ment overcame its difficulties and the conflicting views
of members because it realised that in this case the
highest consideration was the magnitude of the Tm-
perial diffieulty in the control of three hundred
millions of people in India. In South Africa I
believe the Bill was an act of justice. But in the
Imperial interest it was an urgent necessity. The
appeal on this ground to the larger authority of the
Union Parliament has brought about the solution
which could not bhe found under the Provincial
Governments. No one can say that the Government
gubordinated any true South African interest to
Imperial considerations. But the Tmperial respon-
sibility was recognised, and the Bill has passed into
law. This is a great fact. As His Majesty's repre-
sentative, T signified my official assent yesterday to
the Bill with a very deep sense of gratitude to the
Union Government and the Union Parliament.
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The End of the Struggle.

(BY VERE STENT.)

HE absurdity of the policy of South
Africa in the past towards the Indian
British subjects lies in the fact that
we have penalised them and de-
prived them of the rights of citizens
on no better excuse than that of their
colour. It was this egregious lack of
logic that first, I think, led me to
take a part in the Indian agitation
which commenced long before the War and which
was supported by large numbers of Imperialists, who,
I am afraid, were opportunists rather than altruists.
It was a source of deep disappointment to me to find
that when the British Government was established
in the Transvaal the claims of the Indians, which the
British had upheld with such enthusiasm so long as
they seemed to be likely to form a good casus belli,
were conveniently dropped. In this matter, both Sir
Richard Solomon and Mr. Patrick Duncan were too
much influenced by European public opinion and the
pressure of European merchants. Upon the coming
to power of General Botha and General Smuts, the
Indian agitation began to take a serious form, and
like all great national and racial movements it threw
up a great leader of men. There are few men in this
country with the psychic force of Mr. Gandhi, and
the capacity for organising and leading a movement
very rightly termed Passive Resistance. The essence
of a Passive Resistance movement is that it should
in no way be in the least aggressive. An unjust law
is passed, and those subjected to its provisions merely
sit down and decline to obey it. They welcome the
rest and go calmly, even happily, to gaol. In this
movement Mr. Gandhi was opposed to one of the
keenest, most able, and most cultured men in South
Africa, no less a personality than that of the “ Grey
Cardinal "* himself, holder of many portfolios, a
soldier, a statesman, and a financier. Gandhi was
no soldier. He knew nothing of finance, inasmuch
as his religious creed kept him a pauper, and he had
had no opportunity of acquiring statesmanship; yet
so great was the power of his example and his forti-
tude with his followers, that in the end he beat the
“ Grey Cardinal,”’ and the philosophy of the East
over-mastered the diplomacy of the West.

I have the keenest recollection of standing one day
upon the platform of the Town Hall, in Pretoria, for
no less than forty minutes, howled at, stormed at,
abused and vilified, simply because I desired to inform
an anti-Asiatic meeting that they were wasting their
breath, inasmuch as General Smuts had already
decided to surrender to the demands of the Passive
Resisters. T was successful in preventing the meeting
being held, but had to submit to a police escort from

S CETRREI

the Hall to my Club. Two days later, it became
public that General Smuts, finding, as he very naively
put it, “one cannot put twenty thousand men in
prison,” had accepted Gandhi's terms. But the
victory was only partial, and when the Immigration
Bill was passed, a fresh grievance arose, and Mr.
Gandhi cried: “Once more into the breach, my
friends!”’

His organisation of the strike on the coal mines,
which afterwards extended to the sugar plantations,
was swift and efficient. I had little sympathy with
the strike myself. The weapon of the strike is out-
of-date, and it is really severing all diplomatie
relationships, and a declaration of war which should
only be undertaken as a very last resort. Further-
more, it led to bloodshed, and it is still my opinion
that, with the Imperial Government taking an active
interest, as it did, in the Indian cause, matters might
have been brought to a successful issue without an
appeal to the last argument of war. Mistaken though
that method was, from a tactical point of view, no
one who came into contact with Mr. Gandhi during
that trying time of stress can fail to accord him a
measure of personal admiration. His appearance and
mode of life is ascetic, and he abandoned, in order
that he might be able to devote himself to the cause
of his people, every sort of worldly enjoymant, he
wore coarse raiment, he fed upon nuts, he disfigured
himself by close-cropped hair, and he mortified the
flesh.

Great racial and national movements, as I have
said, nearly always throw up great men to lead them.
The reaction of the French Revolution threw up
Napoleon; the tyranny of Rome brought Garibaldi
to the front. One could mention a hundred names,
but in every case the great men thrown up gained
something for themselves—power, position, money.
In Mr. Gandhi’s case, he gained nothing. He was
subjected to the abuse even of a portion of his own
people. That he was no mere agitator seeking per-
sonal advertisement and aggrandisement is clear from
the fact that, so soon as he had obtained for his
people the concessions to which he thought they were
entitled, he left South Africa, poverty-stricken, with.
out. prefermen, place, or position, and returned to
his own country to pursue those philosophic medita-
tions which, he believes, like the old Fakir in “ Kim,”
will enable him to “ acquire merit.” South Africa is
poorer for his loss. Hia pleasant manner, his never-
failing courtesy, his equable temper, and his mild
method of address made him an example which our
local politicians might well be proud to emulate and
to follow. His memory will remain green, not only
amongst his compatriots, but amongst the Europeans
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of South Africa, for long years, and the benefits which
he conferred upon his compatriots will be felt even
after he himself has been forgotten, for he has taught
the Europeans not to despise nor to malign the great
Asiatic race from which he springs.

The Editor has been kind enough to ask me for a
photograph for this memorial number, but I person-
ally have done very little, just an article now and
then, or a work of congratulation and encouragement,
just a speech here and there, and a warning to colour-
phobes. No more than one’s duty in that editorial
state of life to which it has pleased Providence to call
me. If, because of these very mild services, I have
brought Europeans and Asiatics in South Africa
closer together, if I have helped to disperse misunder-
standings and to promote mutual respect, I am
content.

I have neither desived, I am sorry to say, nor will,
to tread in the ascetic footsteps of the great Asiatic

leader. But I can admire that which I cannot
emulate. Looking into the future, I perceive that
some day the colour-bar will be removed from the
Franchise Act, and the vote will be given, not because
of a man’s colour, but because of his ability to make
good use of it. And when once it is decided to
establish a franchise upon this line, the Asiatics must
be the first to come in. If I may venture to advise
without impertinence, I would advise a period of rest,
during which there should be no political agitation.
The younger generations are growing up, they are
acquiring Furopean education, and they are citizens
of South Africa. The present generation may never
be given a voice in the government of the country,
but the next will have an irresistible claim to take
part in the administration of their native land, a
claim based, in many cases, upon wealth as well ag
upon education, and in all cases upon intellect, and a
claim which must be admitted and met.

That Wonderful March.

(BY A.C.P)

6 HE question of the repeal of the £3
tax had become urgent already in
1908 and 1909, when an organisation
had been formed for the purpose of
securing it, and petitions widely
signed had been sent to the then
Natal Parliament, without other
result than the passing of the in-
effective Act of 1910, giving magis-
trates discretion—which some used, while others did
not—to exempt certain classes of women in certain
circumstances.

During his campaign in India, in 1909-10 and
1911-12, and his visit to England in 1911, Mr. Polak
had pressed the question upon the attention of the
people and Government of India and the British
public, who had hitherto been ignorant as to the
harsh incidence of the tax and grim misery that it
entailed.

Accordingly, when the Hon. Mr. Gokhale came to
South Africa in 1912, and set himself to the task of
examining Indian grievances on the spot, he imme-
diately seized upon the tax as one that required and
was capable of immediate remedy, and he, th_erefore.
as he has told us, made special representations on
the subject at the meeting of Ministers at Preiqria,
when, he is positive, a definite undertaking was given
him to repeal the tax. His efforts to that end had
already been foreshadowed whilst he had travelled
throngh the Union, and he had given assurances to
vast crowds of those liable to the tax that he would
not rest until he had secured its repeal, a resolve
that had been much encouraged by the sympathetic

speeches and conversations of prominent Natalians,
both at the Durban banquet and at the subsequent
Chamber of Commerce meeting. And these promises,
fortified by the knowledge of what had transpired at
Pretoria, My. Gandhi, upon his retuwrn from Zanzibar,
whither he had accompanied Mr. Gokhale, repeated
again and again in a responsible manner, to large
numbers of those affected by the tax.

When, therefore, in 1913, a measure was introduced
into the Union Parliament, at the end of the session,
exempting women only from its operation, but
requiring them to take out an annual licence, a
message was sent to Mr. Gokhale in India inquiring
whether the promise of repeal had been limited to
women. The reply was that it applied to all who
were affected by the tax, and the Bill was promptly
killed by Mr. Meyler and the late Sir David Hunter,
who protested against its further progress, as they
felt convinced that to pass it would be to delay total
repeal indefinitely. Up to this time there had been
no denial by the Government of the promise alleged.

At the rising of Parliament, Mr. Gandhi entered
into fresh negotiations with the Union Government,
reminding them of the promise, and asking for a
definite undertaking of repeal of the tax in 1914.
Meanwhile, in England, Mr. Polak, who had gone
there at Mr. Gokhale’s instance, had made it clear to
the Imperial authorities and the British public that,
whilst the vepeal of the £3 tax had not previously
formed part of the Passive Resisters’ demands, the
question had now become so acute, and ]ndian‘public
feeling in South Afrieca had become so intense

owing to what was regarded as the TUnion
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Government's breach of faith, that, in the
unfortunate event of the revival of the struggle,
repeal of the tax would be made part and parcel of
it. Lord Ampthill, too, after consulting with Mr.
Gokhale, referred in explicit terms to the promise of
repeal, in a portentous speech in the House of Lords.
In the result, the Union Government declined to give
an undertaking on the subject, though they still did
not. deny the promise, and the question, therefore,
formed one of the five points of Passive Resistance
in Mr. A, M. Cachalia's letter of the 12th September,
announcing the revival of the struggle. At the same
time, Mr. Gokhale, in the face of the objections of
his medical advisers, hurried back to India to rouse
the Government and his fellow-countrymen to action.

On September 28, and bhefore any important
activity had developed, Mr. Gandhi addressed to the
Secretary for the Interior a letter containing the
following warning and appeal :—

“I know also what responsibility lies on my
shoulders in advising such a momentous step, but I
feel that it is not possible for me to refrain from
advising a step which I consider to be necessary, to
be of educational value, and, in the end, to be valuable
both to the Indian community and to the State. This
step consists in actively, persistently, and continuously
asking those who are liable to pay the £3 tax to
decline to do so and to suffer the penalties for non-
payment, and what is more important, in asking those
who are now serving indenture and who will, thers-
fore, be liabla to pay the £3 Tax upon the completion
of their indenture, to strike work until the tax is
withdrawn. I feel that, in view of Lord Ampthill’s
declaration in the House of Lords, evidently with
the approval of Mr. Gokhale, as to the definite
promise made by the Government and repeated to
Lord Gladstone, this advice to indentured Indians
would be fully justified. . . . Can I not even now,
whilst in the midst of the struggle, appeal to General
Swmuts and ask him to reconsider his decision. . . . on
the question of the £3 tax?’ The letter was shown
to General Smuts who vouchsafed no reply, but who
also did not even then repudiate the promise, nor did
he warn the employers of the intentions of the
Passive Resistance leaders. A fortnight later, in a
statement circulated by Reuter's Agelicy throughout
the South African press, it was clearly stated that
“the movement will also consist in advising in-
dentured Indians to suspend work until the £3 Tax
is removed. The indentured Indians will not be
mmvited to join the general struggle.”” The public
thus received ample warning of what was toward.

The Indian women who had joined the struggle
as a protest against the refusal of the Government to
legalise Indian marriages and who, as Passive
Resisters, had unsuccessfully sought imprisonment =t
Vereeniging, Germiston and Volksrust, were allowed
to pass into Natal unmolested, and the first steps
taken to “call out” the Indians on the coal-mines
in the northern part of the Province were due to the

courage and devotion of these women, whose appear-
ance there was almost in the nature of an accident.
Under the guidance of Mr. C. K. T. Naidoo, they
made Newcastle their headquarters, and, travelling
from mine to mine, they made eloquent appeal to
the Indian labourers and their families to cease work
until an assurance of repeal of the tax was given by
the Government. The response was immediate and
general. Mine after mine was closed down, as the
Indian labouvers refused to work, and a state of panic
ensued amongst the employers, who at first continued
to give rations as an inducement to their employees
to remain on the mines. A hurried conference of
mine-owners was held at Durban, at which M.
Gandhi was invited to be present, and he then ex-
plained the situation and referred to the promise
made to Mr. Gokhale. He pointed out that the
labourers were being asked to strike only so long as
the £3 Tax was unrepealed, and because it had been
alleged—an allegation that was subsequently dis-
covered to be well-founded—that the employers were
opposed to repeal. The conference telegraphed to
General Smuts inquiring about the promise, which
was denied by him and by General Botha, for the
first time; but it is significant that the late Mr.
Fischer, who was also present at the meeting with the
Ministers, did not repudiate it, though his physical
condition did not preclude his doing so. Mr. Gokhale
at once cabled, stating that a promise of repeal had
undoubtedly been made to him, and, as a resul of
the hostile attitude now taken up by the Government
and by the employers, the labourers were invited to
leave the mines, where improper influences were being
used to induce them to return to work.

Mr. Gandhi placed himself at the head of a vast
commissariat organisation, and, together with a small
body of assistants, chief of whom was Mr. Albert

hristopher, and with the co-operation of Mr.
Kallenbach, the Indians—men, women and children—
were fed and maintained at Newcastle, where they
flocked by the hundred, coming by road and rail as
fast as they could leave the mines, with the result
that the latier, Irom Dundee and Ladysmith to New-
castle, were denuded of their labour supply. It was
a pathetic and yet a cheering sight to watch thess
patient hundreds plodding slowly along muddy roads,
in inclement weather, to the Newcastle centre, where
they lived on a handful of rice, bread, and sugar a
day, in the open, without shelter, without cooking
accommodation beyond what they improvised on the
bare veld, without comfort of any kind. But they
were buoyed up with a great hope, and they had an
inspiring leader. Mr. Kallenbach, too, fuught their
battles for them with the Newcastle municipality and
magistracy, and later they saw how Mr. Gandhi
shared their daily life and hardships, nursed the sick,
and fed the hungry. They knew that the Indian
women, who had urged them to strike, were cheerfully
suffering imprisonment with hard labour, for their
sake, and they felt in honour bound to struggle on
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Mrs. ]J. J. Doke
Widow of the late Rev. . ]. Doke,

and an ardent sympathiser. Nursed
Mr. Gandhi after the assaull upon
him in 1908,

Mrz. H. S. L. Polak

The founder of the Transvaal [ndian
Women's Association. Accompanied
her husband to India, in 1911, and
upon his imprisonment last year as a
Passive Resister, left for India alone
to carry messages and to attend the
Indian National Congress, but was

recalled by the Hor. Mr. Gokhale.

Mrs. Boustred

Who, as Mayoress of Johannesburg,

opened the second day's proceedings
at the Indian Waomen's Bazaar, 1913,

Mrs. W. M. Vogl

Whose efforts on behalf of the
Transvaal Indian Women's Asso-
ciabon and the two Indian Women's
Bazaars have enshrined her in
the hearts of all Indians in  South

Africa.
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The Rt. Hon. General Louis Botha, P.C.,
Prime Minister of the Unlon of
South Africa.

The Hon. General J. C. Smuts,
Minister of Finance and Defence, and Ading Minister
of 1he Interior. who was almost throughoul the struggle . The late Mr. Abraham Fischer,
Minister of the [nterior, responsible for the

_Irmmigrants Regulation Act, 1913,

the foremost antagonist of the Passive Resifters.
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H.E. the Right Hon. Viscount Gladstone,

late Governor-General of the Union of
South Africa, who did much during 1914 to The late Rev. ]. ]. Doke,
bring about'an honourable settlement. the foremost exponent of Passive Resistance
amongst the European commumity, and

‘Mr. Gandhi's biographer.

Mrs. Annie Besant,
President of the Theosophi-

cal Sociely, and one of the
most ardent and eloquent
advocates of fairr and just
treatment to Indians in South

H.E. the Rt. Hon. Lord Hardinge, Atrica.
Viceroy and Governor-General of

India. who won all hearts in India by

his daring and patriotic speech at

Madras Jast November, demanding a who presided over a protest meeting
Commussion of [nquiry in South Africa. in Madras.

Late Sir Subramania Aizar,
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Sir M. M. Bhownaggee,

Chairman of the Executive Sub-Committee of the
South Africa British Indian Committee, London.

Mr. V. R. Vartal{, Mr. P. K. Naidoo. .
The Mahratta Passive Resister of One of the most earnest of the Passive Resifiers and
Capetown. an officer of the Transvaal Tamil Benefit Society.
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SOME BRAVE WOMEN PASSIVE RESISTERS.

Mrs. M. Tommy. Mrs. K Murugasa Pillav.  Miss Batkum Murugasa Pillay. Mrs. P. K.1Naidoo.
Mrs. Perumal Naidoo.  Mrs. Chinsamy Pillay.  Mrs. Thambi Naidoo. Mrs, N. Pillay.  Mrs. NS, Pillay ~ Mrs, Bhawani-Dayal.

Mrs. _Sheik Mehtab, _ The late Miss Valiamina Moodaly,
a Mahomeden Indian Woman Passive Resifler. who died after serving a term of imprisonment
who suffered imprisonment. as a Passive Resister.
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until they had secured the repeal of the tax that
weighed so heavily upon so many of them. And the
women amongst them were no less heroic than the
men. One mother, whose little child died of
exposure on the road to Newcastle, was heard to say:
“ We must not pine for the dead; it is the living for
which we must work.”” Such a spirit ensured
ultimate success.

As their numbers swelled, it was felt that the only
possible method of compelling the Union Government
to realise their responsibilities and assume charge
was to march the whole of the strikers into the
Transvaal, there to court arrest and imprisonment,
and it was accordingly decided to concentrate at
Charlestown, the border village, where Messrs.
Vallibhai and Mukdoom rendered great service. At
the head of a large ““ army,” therefore, Mr. Gandhi
marched there on October 30th, but just before the
march commenced, a number of strikers were arrested
and removed to the gaols after sentence of imprison-
ment. Day by day hundreds more marched to or
entrained for Charlestown, where a vast camp was
organised, under the sanitary control of the District
Health Officer, Dr. Briscoe, and rations, that were
pouring in from Durban and Johannesburg Indian
merchants, to which were added supplies purchased
with money that was being cabled in large sums from
India, were daily distributed to a gathering of men,
women and children that numbered finally over 3,000.

Meanwhile, Mr. Gandhi had telegraphed the
intentions of the “invaders’’ to the Government,
who apparently took no notice of the warning.
Simultaneously, efforts were made, without success,
by the Deputy Protector to induce the strikexs fo
reburn to work, and large batches of them were
arrested, and eventually imprisoned.

At last, a week after the notification, Mr. Gandhi
commenced the now famous ““ invasion *’ of the Trans-
vaal, with a following of over 2,000. The women
and children were left behind at Charlestown, in
charge of Miss Schlesin and Mr. Kallenbach, who
worked day and night to make their lot somewhat
eagsier. At the border, the “ army’’ came to a stand,
whilst Mr, Gandhi, who was near the rear, having
remained behind to make final arrangements, came
forward to interview the police officer who, with a
small patrol, was on duty at the gate of entry. Whilst
these preliminaries were in train, the main body
became impatient, and a mass of cheering, shouting
Indians, clad in ragged clothes, and bearing their
pitifully small belongings upon their heads, swarmed
through the streets of Volksrust, determined to do
or die, brushing the handful of police aside like so
many helpless and insignificant atoms. They
encamped on the farther side of the town, and the
great march had commenced. The programme was
to march, at the rate of some 25 miles a day, until
the men were arrested or Tolstoy Farm, at Lawley,
near Johannesburg, was reached, and the Government
were informed of each stopping-place. Eight days

were set aside to reach their destination, unless they
were earlier arrested, and, from the swing and energy
of their marching, it was plain that a phenomenal
feat was being performed by men, many of them
heavily burdened, unused to conditions of *“ war,”’ but
accustomed to a hard and simple life, and on a meagre
and unusual diet. That night they reached Palm-
ford, where special accommodation was offered to
Mr. Gandhi, who, however, refused to accept
hospitality which his humbler countrymen could not
share,

Meanwhile, the Government were not altogether
idle, but with that stupidity which almost invariably
characterises governments in similar emergencies, they
did the wrong thing, and issued a warrant for the
arrest of Mr. Gandhi, hoping thus to demoralise the
forces that he was leading. Mr. Gandhj surrendered
to the warrant at Palmford, having, at the request of
the authorities, pointed out some of his own followers
to give evidence for him, as the Crown would not
otherwise have been able to prove its case against
him! He was motored swiftly to Volksrust, but the

army '’ silently and grimly pursued its march un-
deterred by the loss of its revered leader. At Volks-
rust, Mr. Gandhi was charged with breach of the
Immigration Act and applied for bail, as he was in
charge of large numbers of men entirely dependent
upon him, and his application was granted.
Realising, however, the probable risks that would
ensue if the people were left leaderless, he addressed
the following telegram to the Minister of the Interior:
“Whilst I appreciate the fact of Government
having at last arrested prime mover in passive
resistance struggle, cannot help remarking that from
point view humanity moment chosen most unfor-
tunate. Government probably know that marchers
include 122 women, 50 tender children, all volun-
tarily marching on starvation rations without
provision for shelter during stages. Tearing me away
under such circumstances from them is violation all
considerations justice. When arrested last night, left
men without informing them. They might become
infuriated. T, therefore, ask either that I may be
allowed centinue march with men, or Government
send them by rail Tolstoy Farm and provide full
rations for them. Leaving them without one in
whom they have confidence, and without Government
making provision for them, is, in my opinion, an act
from which I hope on reconsideration Government
will recoil. If untoward incidents happen during
further progress march, or if deaths oceur, especially
amongst women with babies in arms, responsibility
will be Government’s.” No reply was returned to
this humane appeal, but it was understood that the
Government had no intention of assuming charge of
this large body of men, women and children. Writ-
ing at the time of Mr. Gandhi’s arrest, the special
correspondent of the Natal Mercury sent his paper
the following vivid description of the conditions
prevailing both then and earlier at Charlestown :—
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“We arrived at Palmford about 8.30 p.m. last
night, and found them all sleeping in the veld, just
below the station. Many of them were feeling the
cold severely . . . I visited Charlestown twice on the
6th (the day befors the march commenced). The
whole appearance of the town resembled nothing but

an Indian bazaar. The town was crowded with
Indians . . . No sanitary arrangements were made at

first, and the position from a health point of view
was awful; but later Mr. Gandhi assisted the
municipal officials, and the position was greatly
improved. I found Mr. Gandhi at the back of an
Indian store, in the yard, serving out curry and rice
to his followers, who marched up, and each man
received his quota. One baker sold 5,000 loaves to
the Indians in one day.”

Mr. Gandhi, upon his release on bail, swiftly
motored back to his followers, rejoining them on the
march, which proceeded quietly as far as Paardeberg,
where the remaining women and children were left
behind in charge of a few of the men, who had become
footsore. The main body reached Standerton on the
morning of the 8th, where a number of strikers were
arvested by their compound managers, assisted by a
few police, and entrained for Natal. And here, too,
Mr. Gandhi was re-arrested on the same charge as
before. He again requested bail, and, owing to the
attitude of the strikers, who persistently refused to
move from the Court precincts until their leader was
restored to them, his request was granted, and the
march was resumed immediately.

Sunday, the 9th, was a historic day. With a view
to a final consultation with him before leaving for
India, Mr. Polak had telegraphed to Mr. Gandhj,
saying that he was joining him, and had received a
wire suggesting Greylingstad as the meeting place,
but with the warning that he (Mr. Polak) might be
arrested if he came. He joined the column at a small
place named Teakworth, a few miles on the Stander-
ton side of Greylingstad. The “ army.”’ spread along
the road for a distance of some three miles, was led
by a small, limping, bent, but dogged man, coarsely
dressed, and using a staff, with a serens and peaceful
countenance, however, and a look of sureness and
content. That was Gandhi, the principal Passive
Resister. The two friends greeted each other, and
eagerly exchanged news. Whilst thus engaged, and
when about an hour distant from Greylingstad, not
far ahead was seen a Cape cart, and walking rapidly
towards them were a couple of police officers, hehind
whom came Mr. M. Chamney, the Principal Immigra-
tion Officer of the Transvaal. Realising the pacific
nature of the demonstration and of the Indian
leader’s intentions, Mr. Chamney had complimented
Myr. Gandhi by undertaking his arrest upon a warrant
issued under the Natal Indenture Law with no stronger
support than this. The Cape cart, with its precious
freight, drove swiftly away, and the column resumed
its march quietly, under the leadership of Mr. Polak,
who had at once assumed the responsibility, preceded

by the two mounted policemen. A few minutes later,
Messys, Cachalia and Bhyat, who, together with Mr.
Badat of Volksrust, were in charge of the commis-
sarviat arrangements, of which Mr. Polak was in entire
ignorance, joined the column, having accidentally
missed it on another road, and they at once proceeded
to Balfour, where it was due next morning and where
food supplies were awaiting its arrival. The evening
was fine and clear, and the cooking-fires that were lit
from end to end of the veld offered a bright and
sparkling spectacle. Gradually, the buzz and throb
of conversation sank, as sleep fell upon the camp.
The night, however, was dismal and wretched, a cold
wind howled mournfully down from the neighbouring
hills, and a drizzle of rain added to the discomfort of
the shelterless throng.

But the night was portentous, for it was decreed
that the march should end on the morrow, though of
this the marchers were as yet unaware. At four in
the morning it was resumed, and the moving mass of
heroic men swung forward into their stride, covering
the ground at a splendid pace, and, laden as they
were, without waggons and without food, they
travelled the distance between Greylingstad and
Balfour, 13 miles, in 3} hours. Upon reaching the
latter place, without any police escort, just before
9 am., it became evident that the last stage had
been reaclied, for three special trains were drawn up
at the station to take back the strikers to Natal.
Mr. Polak was approached by the Police Officer in
charge of the arrangements, and by Mr. Chamney, to
co-operate with them in effecting the arrest of the
“ army,”” and upon receiving their assurance that the
men were really to be sent to Natal, where criminal
proceedings were awaiting them, he replied that he
would gladly do so, as the whole object of the march
had thus been fulfilled, and his own responsibility
ceased. At the same time, he offered himself for
arrest also, but he was informed that the Govern-
ment did not desire this, He, however, warned the
officials that, in Mr. Gandhi’s enforced absence, it
might be difficult for him to induce compliance with
their desire, as but few of the men had ever seen him
before. Mr. Gandhi, however, was passing through
from Heidelberg, en route for Dundee, where he was
subsequently imprisoned, and sent a message urging
the people quietly to surrender.

They were fed as rapidly as food could be supplied
to them—a handful of rice and bread each—and then
Mr. Chamney, having questioned them as to their
proofs of rights of residence, proclaimed them pro-
hibited immigrants. For the moment, chaos pre-
vailed, as a number of stalwarts, who had set their
hearts upon reaching Johammesburg, called upon the
multitude to march forward, but, instantly realising
the danger of this movement, which, whilst it would
have resulted in bloodshed, would have swept aside
the small band of twenty-five policemen in the
twinkling of an eye, and let loose an uncontrolled
body of men to roam over the Transvaal, who would
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not afterwards probably have been located, Mr.
Polak, followed by Messrs. Cachalia and Bhyat,
rushed to the head of the column and implored the
people to remember that their objective, as passive
resisters, was not Johannesburg but gaol, and eventu-
ally peace was restored. Gradually, and in small
groups, the men entrained, Mr. Polak accompanying
the first train as far as Charlestown, where he was

shortly afterwards arrested. Here, the strikers
having been locked up without food or water
for eight hours, the trains were mnot allowed
to remain more than a couple of minutes,

the platform being occupied by armed police, who
kept back the women that had remained thers and
now urged their men-folk, with tears in their
eyes and choking voices, not to mind them but to
remain true to their duty. And slowly the trains
steamed south, bearing nearly two thousand humble
heroes to a bitter fate and a shameful experience,
but firm in the knowledge that they had done what
they had set out to do, and that the repeal of the
hated tax was now certain. The great and impres-
sive march was over.

The T'imes has since declared that it must live in
memory as one of the most remarkable manifestations
in history of the spirit of Passive Resistance. It
had achieved all that its organisers, in their fondest
dreams, had hoped for it. It had proclaimed, as

nothing else could have done, the stubborn endurance,
the dogged persistency, the grim tenacity, the stern
determination, the magnificent self-sacrifice of the
Passive Resisters. And it assured success. It was
not a defeat, as the shallow critics had at the time
proclaimed it. Had the strikers not exercised, under
the guidance of trusted leaders, immense self-control
—there was no pillage, no disorder, no violence—all
the forces that the Government had brought against
them could not have prevented their swarming over
the Transvaal. But it was the glorious ending of a
peaceful demonstration of workers determined upon
achieving freedom for themselves, their wives, their
children. A splendid victory for Truth had been
won. The honour of the Indian Motherland had been
vindicated. Mr. Gokhale's word had been made good.
And the sign of this is to be found in the work of
Messrs, Andrews and Pearson, the report of the Com-
mission, its acceptance by the Government, the
debates in Parliament, and the passing of Act 22 of
1914, repealing the £3 Tax for ever, and granting
freedom of residence in Natal to those who choose to
remain unindentured. The real victory is that of the
soul-force of the marchers, starving, weary, but buoyed
up with unconquerable hope, over the brute-force of
those who had declared their intention at all costs to
maintain them in a condition of perpetual helotage.

Women and the Struggle.

(By MILLIE GRAHAM POLAK.)

USKIN has said: “ A woman’s duty
is twofold, her duty to her home and
her duty to the State.” Scarcely an
Indian woman in South Africa has
read Ruskin’s words, probably never
heard of them, but the spirit of truth
manifests itself in many ways and
places, and the Indian women of
South Africa intuitively knew this as
one of the true laws of life, and their work showed
that they performed their greater duty accordingly.
These women, without any training for public life,
accustomed to the retirement of women of India, not
versed or read in the science of sociology, just patient,
dutiful wives, mothers, and daughters of a struggling
class of workers, in an hour of need, moved by the
spirit of a larger life, took up their duty to their
country, and served it with that heroism of which such
women alone are capable.

It is said so often that woman does not reason, and
perhaps it is a charge largely true, but where the
elementary laws of being are concerned, woman
follows a surer path than any dictated by reason, and
sooner or later gets to her goal. Every reform move-
ment has shown that, from the moment women stand

side by side with men in the maintenance of a prin-
ciple, however dimly understood by them, the spirit
of the movement grows, is crystallised, and success to
the movement is assured.

The Westerner is so accustomed to think of the
Indian woman as one living in retirement, without
any broad thought and without any interest in public
alffairs, that it must have come with a shock of surprise
to learn that many Indian women, some with babies
in their arms, some expecting babies to be born t_o
them, and some quite young girls, were leaving their
homes and taking part in all the hardships of the
Passive Resistance campaign.

The last phase of the fight, and the one through
which to-day we rejoice in peace, was practlc.ally. led
in the early stages by a small band of women from
Natal, who challenged prison to vindicate their right
to the legal recognition of their wifehood, and a
similar small band of women from Johannesburg.

The women from Natal, all of them wives of well-
known members of the Indian community, travelled
up to Volksrust, were arrested and sentenced to three
months’ hard labour, and were the first of hundreds
to go to gaol. The women from the Transvaal
travelled down the line, taking in the mines on their
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