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A NATIVE PRIME 
MINISTER

INEVITABLE UNDER THE 
S.A.P. POLICY 

WHAT MR. MOLL, M.L.A., 
TOLD BET1IAL PEOPLE

A meeting was held a t Kriel, in the 
Bethal constituency, yesterday, to pro
mote the candidature of Mr. G. E. 
Haupt, the Nationalist nominee. After 
the Minister of Justice, Mr. O. Pirow 
(whose speech was reported in  yes
terday's issue of The S tar) had spoken,
Mr, Haupt addressed the meeting 
briefly.

Mr. Haupt said th a t the aim of ttie 
Nationalists was to create one strong 
South African nation which would 
strive for the interests of South Africa 
as against and in preference to the j 
interests of any other country. Any 
person who came from whatsoever 
other country at his own expense and 
was prepared to make South Afrwa 
his home would be welcomed. Politi
cally it was only a question of time 
before the S.A.P. entered into the 
ranks of the Nationalists. (Applause.) 
Constitutionally the status of Soutn 
Africa had been fixed a t the Imperial 
Conference of 1926. Financially, Mr. 
Haupt said he considered it as a sound 
policy especially in so young a country 
to indulge in productive expenditure 
and th a t the Government had acted 
contrary to the allegations ot the 
S-A.P.—namely, th a t the increased in
come of the S tate was due to increased 
taxation by the Government! it had 
in fact reduced taxation considerably, 
as well as reduced railway tariffs.

General Pienaar, M.L.A., commented 
on the absence from this and other 
Nationalist meetings of members or 
the South African Party. ‘ I asked 
some of them why they were not com
ing " he said, “ and they told me tha t 
General Coen Brits, who is the big Din- 
gaan at the South African Party, had 

I been to them and he and others had 
: told them  not to come.” Nationalists 
attended South African Party meetings 

(Voices: “ Yes, we are going on 
Saturday when Hofmeyr will be here )
_but the S.A.P. was afraid to hear the
tru th .

THE PREMIER’S BILLS.

Discussing the native question, 
General Pienaar said th a t even Mr.
Hofmeyr could not influence them on 
General Hertzog's Bills, for, if hei told 
them he was wholly in favour of those 
measures, they had before them  t o  
anomaly of a man joining one party 
to give effect to the policy of the 
other party. The local voters would 
have an  im portant duty to perform on 
election day, for on th a t day the eyes 
of the Union would be upon them, and 
it rested upon them  to indicate th a t 
the policy the Government had pur
sued was the true and correct one. 
(Applause.)

"UNIONISTS.” ‘

Mr. Moll said Mr. Jooste was so 
anxious to enter Parliam ent th a t he 
no longer cared how he twisted poli
tical facts, or w hat political un- 
tru ths he told. He had contested 
most seats in the Transvaal, and it 
was not for Bethal to take up ^ h a t 
the rest of the Transvaal had dis
carded. (Laughter.) They would not 
merely have to decide between Mr. 
Jooste and Mr. Haupt on election day, 
however, but between Nationalists and 
Unionists. To-day the vast majority 
of the S.A. Party were old Unionists 
who had from the first been the 
antagonists of the people. I t was 
they who we,>,responsible for the 
Afrikaners le *'-! the Cane n" ^

'.Policy. • 
'8th., 1930.
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PLIGHT OF NATIVE 
LANDOWNERS

“ R O A M E R S  O F  T H E  
E A R T H ”

STORY OF SLAVERY IN 
B EC IIU AN ALAND
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FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.
VRYBURG. Friday.—Sitting a t Vry- 

burg to-day. the Native Economic Com
mission started the final stage of the 
rural part of its inquiries prior to em
barking on an investigation of urban 
conditions.

Pointing a very gloomy picture of 
the situation among natives in Bechu- 
analand to-day, Mr. Clifford St. Quin 
ton, who at one time occupied a high 
official position in  British Bechuana- 
land, and who in these areas is re
garded £S an outstanding authority on 
native life, declared th a t morally, 
physically and financially, the natives 
were much worse off to-day than  in 
the past. This, to his mind, was due 
to their felling away from their chiefs
and their increasing drinking habits^

The trouble started with Hhder- 
pest, which wiped out their stock 
and broke their homes through then 
having to go out and look tor woik
elsewhere.

ROAMERS OP THE EARTH.
Rich landowners, m en who a t one 

time had been rolling in wealth, be
came roamers of the earth, doing 
manual labour for a pittance. Their 
women in consequence also declined 
in their morals and in this respect he 
emphasised the old saying th a t when 
a native woman wore European diess 
she sacrificed her purity 

When a native woman deserted tribal 
life and conditions, she deserted a 
great many of her old-time virtues. He 
laid stress on the prevalence of 
venereal diseases among natives, and 
drew attention to the fact th a t as 
early as 1886 he had. in his official 
capacity, drawn the attention of the 
Imperial authorities to the seriousness 
of the disease in British Bechuana- 
land

SLAVERY STORY.
Extraordinary evidence as to the ' ln 

existence of slavery among natives was 
given by an old trader named Mr. 
Stewart, now manager of an asbestos 
mine, who declared th a t even to this 
dav Bechuanaland had a tribe of 
netives known as “vaalpense” working 
for them under conditions more or less 
of ownership. This particularly applied 
to Morokwae Reserve, close to or actu
ally in  the Kalahari. The well-to-do 
Bechuanas had families of “vaalpense 
belonging to them and they were 
passed on from father to son, and it 
a man got married a family of "vaai- 
pense” was often passed over as a 
bridal gift to the bride 

At one time when working on a local 
mine he had a number of “vaalpense 
in  his employ, but on pay day trouble 
was often experienced owing to the 
Bechuana owner of the “vaalpense” 
arriving on the scene and claiming the 
oav due to the “vaalpense,”

POLL TAX CUT ASKED, vel
Tliirty or 40 years ago th is f \e£

< tgiwnerslup or slavery had
---------------------------- --— —  ^

pronounced, though it was not so much 
so to-day. An extraordinary feature 
was th a t the "vaalpense” were men of 
very much superior physique to the 
Bechuanas.

A trader, Mr. Grace, declared tha t 
serious unemployment prevailed among 
the natives, largely as a result of the 
depression and he asked the Govern
ment, a t any rate during the depres
sion; to meet the position by reducing 
the poll tax. Everything was being 
dons to make it  impossible for natives 
to live. They were not allowed to 
work on diggings, various trades wert 
closed to them and they were taken 
off road work so es to have whites 
put in their stead. Surely the time 
had come when something should be 
done to meet them in these times of 
stress and depression ?

The Rev. Mr. Peasley, who has been 
living for years among the-Bechuanas, 
dealt witn the causes which had led 
to detribalisation and said th a t num
bers of young natives had received 
education and realised th a t the Chiefs 
Council, being composed of ignorant 
old men, was not worthy of respect. 
As a m atter of fact, the greatest non
sense in the world was spoken a t such 
councils and the barbarous .customs, 
together with witchcraft practised by 
these councils, were driving y°uhf 
people away from the tribes Old 
people among natives stubbornly held 
to' old customs, most of which were 
based on superstition, but the young 
men were breaking away.
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ASPECTS OF NATIVE 
PROBLEM

FINDINGS OF STUDENTS’ 
CONFERENCE

CRITICISM OF STATE 
POLICY

T he findings of th e  conference of 
the  B an tu  S tudies Societies of the  
U niversities  of South A frica, which 
was held recen tly  a t  Capetow n, have 
been published. The findings are  
leng thy  and  cover asp ec ts  of th e  land 
question, the  political question, and 
th e  economic question  a s  f a r  as 
n a tives  in  th is  coun try  a re  con
cerned. O ther findings deal w ith 
s tu d en t function  and w ork, and social 
service and research.

The principal findings m ay  briefly 
be sum m arised  as follows: TJ\e con
ference w ishes to u rge  the  necessity 
fo r im m ediate provision of fu rth e r 
a rea s  of land fo r th e  occupation of 
na tives a s  contem plated  In the 1913 
Land A ct. I t  reg re ts  th a t it cannot 
regard  the proposed N ative T rust 
and  Land Bill as wholly m eeting  these 
u rgen t needs fo r m ore land and  fo r a 
progressive and com prehensive 
schem e of ag ricu ltu ra l developm ent.

T he conference associates itse lf em- 
phatica liy  w ith  the  plea of the  N ative 
Econom ic Comm ission fo r the  scien-» 
tific developm ent of native reserves, 
and urges the necessity  fo r a  definite 
schem e of ag ra rian  Im provem ent and 
ag ricu ltu ra l advancem ent and the  ap 
plication of national funds to  achieve 
th is  end.

TH E FRA N CH ISE.

In  reg ard  to  th e  political question 
the  conference recognises the  abso
lute r ig h t ot the  native to  partic ipa te  
In the governm ent of the  coun try  in 
so fa r  as he is qualified to  do so, and  ( 
records Its  opposition to  any leg is
la tion  of the  na tu re  of the  R epresen
ta tio n  of N atives Bill which will have 
the  effect, im m ediate o r u ltim ate, of 
depriving the  native of the  franchise 
in  the  Cape.

W ith  regard  to  the  proposed repre
sen ta tion  in  the  Senate, the  confer
ence, having regard  to  th e  secondaiy  
na tu re  and lim ited pow ers of th is 
House and to the  notorious lack of 
confidence In senatorial representation  
am ong the South A frican natives, 
considers the  Bill Inadequate and il
liberal. The conference is convinced 
of the  necessity  for the  enfranchise
m ent on a  com mon roll w ith the 
Europeans of all Union natives who 
can  establish the ir qualifications to 
exercise the vote, such qualifications, 
to  Include a  s tanda rd  of living and I 
education and a  property  o r w age 
qualification.

The conference views w ith con
cern tlie  depressed economic condi
tion of th e  u rban  native, which i t  con
siders to  be m ainly resu ltan t upon the 
refusal of the L eg islatu re and of 
general publio opinion to  recognise 
th e  economic interdependence be
tw een black and  w hite, the Insuffi
ciency of the  reserves, the  efforts to 
prom ote the  In terests  of w hite labour 
a t  the  expense of native labour, and 
th e  failu re to  Increase th e  general 
productive efllclency of the  natives 
in d  hence th e ir  purchasing pow er or 
consum ing capacity.

A SUGGESTED PROGRAMME. (

In  the  light of these findings, 
•onference believes th a t the econi 
i e l la rc  of the Union as a  whole 
best to  be achieved by the folio’ ' 
m easures: The repeal of restri^ 
legislation, the Introduction of lei 
la tion  which will disregard the 
logical fac to r of colour and gradu" 
apply a  general minimum 
policy to unskilled and seml-jIKIUeo1 
i s  well as skilled occupations, * 1 

The im m ediate tendency of a  
mum w age to agg rava te  urba 
em ploym ent should be countei 
by reducing th e  num ber of 
natives In the  towns. So long 
colour bar exists the native . 
receive preferential trea tm en t 
like degree In o ther fields. The , 
tion of the native In Industry sht 
be securcd to  him  on a  footing 
equality w ith the European.

Dealing w ith the studen t fund 
and wt>rk, the conference exp 
It. confiEtlon th a t the unlVt 
can and mUlt provide the 
point of an Intelligent and rauojj 

' approach to  the  .
ttm r ,tude«l

I
 that Incum bent on ©ve 
a  duty  to ta ck le  the 
•nluntiflc spirit, In en  
a solution which w ill do ju m w  
the racial, political, econom ic  
hum anitarian • lam en ts  1—  
therein.



nDAILY DISPATCH"(EAST LONDON) EUROPEAN-BANTU CONFERENCE,
Pressing Problems Discussed. 

(D.D.T. Jabavu) July 12th,

EUROPEAN-BANTU 
CONFERENCE.

Pressing Problems Discussed.

Some Impressions.

(By D, I>. x. JABAVU.)

(special to  the Daily Dispatch.”)

I t  is exactly ten years ago that Mr 
J. D. Rheinallt Jones organised the 
first conference of what was then rightly 
called an epoch-making gathering, com
prising 40 prominent European public 
men and women drawn from all walks 
of life, and a corresponding number of 
leading African figures representing ad
vanced organisations and rural commu 
mties of the Bantu. The initial confer
ence in 1923 aciiievecLsignal success, the 
promoters repeating this experiment in 
±924, 19$6 and 1929, while a  similar 
gathering, under different auspices, 
took place a t Fort Hare in June, 1930, 
tor University students. As was aptly 
lemarked, the reports of the proceedings 
ot the 1923, 1929 and 1930 conferences 
have proved to be the foundation of 
many of the findings recorded by the 
Aative Economic Commission, 19yi, the 
veiy expressions in some cases being 
practically identical. Similar conferences 
are frequently staged in the United 
btates of America, and as the present 
writer discovered during his visit there 
last year, these have been directly re
sponsible for the establishment of inter 
racial goodwill in tha t land.

On Tuesday of last week the joint i 
councils of whites and blacks through
out the country held a  special conference 
in the Bloemfontein Town H*U, when 
over a hundred bona fide delegates at- 
tended. The East Londm delegate, R. 
li. (jodlo, was among the prominent re
presentatives of our Province. One could 
wish the same could be said of Cape
town, King Williams Town and a lew 
other Cape Province centres which are 
key towns of the historically liberal 
Province.

One important result of the day’s 
work was the establishment of a con
sultative committee to link up all the 
joint councils in the Union in readiness 
tor combined .expression when critical 
matters demand united .action.

The European-Bantu conference oe 
cnpied the next three days under the
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(whoso original home is Engcobo, 
Transkei, but who is now domiciled in 
Johannesburg). His subject was 
Native Taxation, and he discussed the 
inequity of the Poll Tax under Act 41 
of 1925, describing its incidence as 
being unjust, its method of collection 
obsolete, objectionable and humiliating 
by reason of its police round-ups. I t  
was one of the most impressive ad
dresses of the conference, and it pro
voked a spirited discussion by many 
speakers.

The findings of the conference, which 
were lengthy, were published in the 
Bloemfontein paper. Hereafter followed 
the closing ceremonies of thanks, the 
closing address of ilr .  ija lan , the sing
ing of the Bantu national anthem and 
“God Save the King.”

ALL GRADES of EGGS
at LOWEST PRICES obtained at

CENTRAL DAIRY
Currio Street, EAST LONDON.

whose opening address has been torn- 
me'nted upon in the “Daily Dispatch.” 
The choice of Mr. Malan was inspired 
in many ways: probably no politician 
in the country commands greater re
spect from Dutch, English and Bantu 
for his political integrity; he was the 
paramount reconciler of all sections in 
the famous hpresy case of Professor du 
Plessis; he initiated the State grants 
to the Fort Hare Native College, and 
his control of Native Affairs in 1922- 
1923, when the Government Native 
Conference was first launched, wa# 
marked by qualities of consummate 
statesmanship. The high tone of so
briety he set for last week’s confer
ence was admirable, while his fluency 
in both official languages drem the ad
miration of all the 250 delegates, his 
Dutch being of melodious and poetic 
character.

The head of the organising body, 
Professor Edgar Brookes, fresh from 
his remarkable lectures on the native 
question a t Capetown, warned the delor 
gates against cheap optimism, enjoin
ing them to be prepared to suffer for 
the cause, to endure unpopularity fcir 
it and to consecrate their lives to the 
aim of overcoming evil with good.

The first topic was that of urban 
area problems, the leaders to introduce 
it being XV. G. Hears (Capetown), B. 
H. Godlo (East London) and J. B. 
Cooper (Bloemfontein). Under this 
head the discussion brought into bold 
relief the following m atters: Fixity of 
tenure for natives in town locations, 
the unjust incidence ■ of the lodger's 
permit imposed on a tenant’s child, lo
cation trading licences, and the eternal 
beer question.

THE FRANCHISE QUESTION.
The vexed native franchise problem 

was taken up in the evening public 
meeting from different angles. The 
northern attitude of segregation was 
defended by J. C. Buys, of the O.F.S. 
Provincial Department, who said segre
gation was meant to save the country 
from race fusion, and to secure that 
the natives developed along their own 
peculiar lines.

The Cape liberal view was deputed 
to the present writer, who exposed the 
fallacy of segregation and other cur
rent misleading electioneering phrases 
like “civilised labour,” “develop on 
your own lines,” “the blaek menace,” 
“the barbaric vote,” “uniformity.” He 
said it was open to the Government to 
grant the franchise to the natives of, 
the Northern Provinces without first 
touching the Cape native vote on the 
plea of uniformity because tlfe prin
ciple of uniformity was rejected in 
1910 at the consummation of Union 
when each Province preferred to main
tain its  -pse]i\&T 'laboured traditions: 
Natal with her native code, the Orange 
Free State with her prohibition of land 
ownership to the natives, the Trans
vaal with her pass laws and colour 
bars, and the Cape with her native 
franchise. He opposed the franchise 
proposed in the Native Bills under the 
title of “Separate Representation” as 
betraying the true Cape tradition.

The next speaker, Rev. Z. Mahabane, 
urged tha t the Crown territories of Ba
sutoland and Bechuanaland be not in
cluded in the Union until the Union 
first set its house in order.

The last speaker, Professor Brookes, 
described the influence of the Press 
and its importance in all native m at
ters.

ECONOMIC COMMISSION.
On Thursday the discussion on the 

Economic Commission report was intro
duced by S. M. Lepolesa (Bloemfon
tein), W. G. Ballinger (Johannesburg), 
Miss M. L. Hodgson (Johannesburg), 
Dr. J . S. Moroka (Thaba ’Nc.hu), Chief 
J . Moshesh (M atatiole), and Advocate 
P. A. W. Lucas (Commission member). 
Some of the points raised in this con
nection were these: Migration into 
towns due to the Lands Act, farm ser
vants and their conditions, unemploy
ment, wages, stock reduction, lobola, 
erosion, and so on.

Discussion was temporarily sus
pended while the Government ban on 
Pathfinders was dealt with. The result 
of this has already been published.

EDUCATION.
The evening session' was devoted to 

the many-sided subject of education, 
the leading speakers being R. B. Say: 
man, of Bloemfontein, and Z. K. M at
thews, B.A., LL.B. (native principal of 
a Natal high school). The subject was 
continued on Friday morning by Mr. 
Kuschke, and concluded.

At this juncture a special privilege 
was granted to two university stu
dents, A. van Schalwyk (Stellenbosch) 
and R. Sykes (W itwatersrand), to 
speak, and they indicated the attitude 
of their respective universities towards 
the general native problem, their a tti
tude being that of scientific inquirers, 
unbiassed but searching only for truth, 
fact and justice. The conference wel
comed and appreciated this happy in
tervention.

TAXATION.
T he. last speaker of the conference 

was Dr. A. B. Xuma, M.D. (Budapest^, 
M.D. (Illinois), M.B., Ch.B. (Edin.)

1 Continued in preceding column.)
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"THE STAR" THE NATIVE QUESTION MARCH 5th,

THE N A T I V E  QUESTION  

R A D I C A L  P R O P O SA LS

To the Editor of The Star 
S ir—The aim of Christianity being 

the promotion of al spirit <W bF?t“ !r T 1 
hood aV W sst meM ^ f 0s

n a t i v e < #W ‘r / f an be p l e a s i ^ T & o d .  Large s t y M r e  an
nually collected in  taxes^from  the 
natives: how much is expended in 
native education? The usual grade of 
educational attainm ent reached by 
most of the natives who seek employ
m ent in the towns may, possibly, oe 
classified as covering the requirements 
of. say, Standard II. This does not 
reflect anv credit upon the Govern 
ment, which spends large sums an
nually upon the education of European 
children, even to the extent of higher 
education. For the smattering of edu
cation they possess, most of tne 
natives give the credit to the churches 
or to missionary societies, but seldom 
to the Government. The natives are 
by no means slow in acquiring know
ledge, given a reasonable chance to 
learn I  make a point of teaching 
every native th a t comes Into my em
ployment, not only book studies, but, 
as far 05 possible, the work of the 
crafts. I  have onlv found one case in 
wh'ch a bov failed to show an apti
tude corresponding with that, of Euro- 
neans, and he was not a dullard but 
was. unfortunately, obsessed with a 
desire for overdressing himself and 
seeking enloyment in doubtful quar
ters—failings which are also common 
amonest Europeans. , , ,

I attribute the backward state of 
even elementary education amongst 
the natives, either to the negligence 
or to the antipathy of white South 
Africa to the idea of native advance
ment. The annual renort of the pre
sident of the African Peonies’ Organi
sation in 1928 said: “ The Govern
ment collects anDroxlmately £900.000 
a year in m tive taxes, and gives back 
to the native for his education less 
than half th a t amount. The native, 
therefore, nays into the consolidated 
revenue fund half a million annually, 
which is available for the education 
of the European child.” I t  is true th a t 
since the recent agitation was launched 
by the Union Government for the 
transfer of the Protectorates, much 
vent has been given to the subject of 
native education. This, however, may 
be rather the outcome of a wish to 
create a good impression overseas, 
than  any sincere desire to uplift the 
natives. A much more laudable 
demonstration of good intentions to
wards the African people would be, 
first, to abandon the two Native Bills, 
and then, to take stens towards the 
repeal of all such deplorable legisla
tion as the Native Land Act of 1913, 
the Native Service Contract Act, ther- 
nass laws, the colour bars and civilised 
labour schemes, which serve to mili
ta te  against the advancement of the 
natives. ^

The native legislation in South 
Africa, heavily biased as it always is 
against the welfare of the rightful 
owners of the land can easily be ex
posed for the derision of the just, by 
setting forth a few examples:

(li A native council is to be inaugu
rated—a council without any legisla
tive power and controlled by Euro
peans.

(2) Three Europeans are considered 
sufficient to represent more than six 
millions of natives in the House of 
Assembly, whilst one and tliree-quar-

millions of Europeans are to have 
r'no . fewer than  150 representatives.

(3) ‘'h e  apportionment of land sug
gested: 56,166 English square miles to 
be siven to more than 6,000.000 natives, 
whilst 417.788 English square mil*, n re 
to be retained for the use of 1,̂  
Euvupeaafc.

Considering all tii3fr~fcfea,nattyess. 
done for the advancement of 
Africa, there should be no h  

I in  granting them full politlr 
Further, it is within the nov 
liament to extend the nati’ 
to the other provinces,, 
to seek to revoke the or 
in the Cane. By deoriv' 
of full political rights 
land, we will be layi^ 
of evil for posterity

1936.
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-—SCAPEGOAT
He is Personally Held Responsible for 

Government Declarations of Policy
SPHERE is at present a hue- 

and-cry in various parts 
of the country after the politi
cal blood of Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, 
Minister of the Interior, Edu
cation and Health.

For the time being Mr. Hof
meyr has eluded his persecutors. 
He has made a public declara
tion that there is room for the 
liberal people under the old 
umbrella of the United Party, 
and having made that reassur
ing statement he has skipped 
across to India.

F or two months he will have the 
opportunity  of eating as much curry 
and rice as he craves and of being 
garlanded by Ghandi, S astri and 
Sarojini Naidu. A t the same time 
he will be safeguarded from all kinds 
of pasty  questions which hecklers 
have a  habit of asking a t  public 
m eetings in our country.

Unhappy
About four or five m onths ago, 

during the la s t session of Parliam ent, 
I  inform ed readers of the “ Sunday 
Express ” about the persistent 
rum ours th a t were going the rounds 
in the Lobbies about Mr. Hofmeyr.

I t  was clear then th a t he was un
happy in the p arty  and th a t the 
p a rty  was unhappy about him. 
The form ation of a so-called 
Liberal Group within the inner
m ost precincts of the so-called 
United P a rty  was being openly dis
cussed, and Mr. Hofmeyr was looked 
upon as the Moses of this embryo 
group.

The m ajority  of Fusionists looked 
askance a t  this mushroom growing 
in the very centre of their caucus,

but w hat could they do otherwise 
than frow n?

Then came Mr. Hofm eyr’s famous 
peroration in opposition to the Prim e 
M inister’s N ative1 Representation Bill 
and his vote w ith the " noes,” sitting  
cheek by jowl with Colonel Stallard, 
Mr. Marwick, Mr. Coulter and Mr. 
R. J. du Toit, of Maitland, and chal
lenging the w rath  of General H ert- 
zog, than which there is no more 
dangerous thing in South A frican 
politics to risk.

A fter this, a num ber of members 
of Mr. Hofm eyr's own p arty  openly 
expressed their jubilation over what, 
had happened. Their jubilation ?—you 
will ask in surprise.

Yes, w hat they said w as: “ Now 
we’ve got Hofm eyr where we w ant 
him. Politically he has been 
shattered on the rocks, and his 
chance of becoming leader of the 
United P a rty  has been smashed to 
smithereens. Now it’s Pirow for us, 
and we need not w orry about com
petition from  Jannie Hofm eyr any 
more.”
Such were the sentim ents ex

pressed by those who had expected 
a tria l of streng th  between Mr. 
Oswald Pirow and Mr. Jannie Hof
meyr for the u ltim ate leadership.

These jubilant Pirow ites were per
fectly right. Mr. Hofm eyr has for
feited all chance of ever becoming

!l!IM IIIIIIIIIR |||||!llllll!lll!!!!ll!ll!H II)!IM I!!l!l|l!l(l!l!llll!llf!!l! |||||! ll( |l!!lll!ll!I!lll!l!!ll!l!!l) |l!!ll||||jl!!ll!lllg j

AN APOLOGY TO J 
MR. SWART |

TN the “ Sunday Express ” of August 30, Mr. C. R. Sw art, I  
M.P., takes sjfong exception to my attribu ting  certain  = 

statem ents to bin , which were in fact made by General Hert- H 
zog a t Smithfiekl some few years back.

I  read Mr. S w srt’s article, and, being under the impression th a t 
the words quoted v ere his opinions, I cut out the offending sentences S  
for fu ture use.

On reading over the whole article, I  find I  have done Mr. E  
Sw art an injiBtiee, which I  greatly  regret. I  wish to  assure 
him th a t the cif^or w as genuine, if  inexcusable.
A t public meetings which I have heard addressed by Mr. Swart, H 

I have never heard him m ake statem ents which could be construed =j 
as racialistic. Ikh wilfully misquote him, therefore, would be merely =  
stupid.

I tru s t Mr. &wart will accept th is apology for any unw itting 3  
injustice I  may Have done him.

ALLAN ROBERTSON. 
Storm fontein, P.O. N orvals Pont, C.P. S
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the leader of his p arty  as i t  is a t  
present constituted.

I t  m ay happen, of course, th a t the 
United P arty , in the not too d istan t 
future, will break up into a num ber 
of groups, and th a t Mr, Hofm eyr’s 
so-called liberal group m ay remain 
behind with the family gods of the 
old party, “ to tell the name and 
swell the fame ” of the U.S.A.N.P., 
in which case he might become the 
leader. But short of that, he m ight 
as well realise th a t he is out of the 
running, while there are still such a  
large number of Wcntzels, Roods, 
Bekkers, De Souzas, Raubenheimers, 
Pretoriouses — and Hertzogs and 
Havengas—in the United P arty .

Resolutions are being passed, so we 
read, by meetings—in some cases 
where Fusionists are g rea tly  in the 
m ajority—demanding th a t Mr. Hof
meyr be relieved of his Cabinet 
rank on account of his liberalistic 
tendencies and utterances.

Fusionists realise th a t in him the 
N ationalists have the jawbone of an 
ass to sm ite the Philistines of Fusion 
on every p latform  on the platteland 
—pardon the metaphor and no 
offence to Mr. Hofmeyr intended.

A t one m eeting where there were 
many members of the United P arty  
present and collected in one p a r t of 
the hall, a f te r  X had dealt w ith Mr. 
Hofm eyr’s policy, there w ent up a 
shout from th a t particu lar corner: 
“ W e’ll see th a t he gets kicked out.”

His “Sins
All of which cannot be too pleasant 

and promising for the M inister of 
the Interior.

Now w hat is Mr. Hofm eyr’s sin? ! 
Why is he being hounded out of the 
United P a rty ?  I w ant to  summ arise 
the reasons as they are being ex
pressed.

F irs t of all, there is his opposition 
to General B ertzog’s N ative Bill, 1 
even a fte r  the compromise had been

OF UNITED 
PARTY

By C, R. SWART, M.P.
When asked to introduce legisla

tion to  put an end to the employ
m ent of white girls by and under 
A siatics and other coloured em
ployers, he refused point-blank to do 
so.

The com plaint th a t natives, 
coloureds and Asiatics were allowed 
to a ttend  certain  universities along 
w ith  white men and women was 
pooh-poohed by him, and he would 
not dream  of prohibiting it.

W hether Mr. Hofmeyr was righ t 
or wrong in  his attitude does not 
concern m e a t  the moment—I believe 
he is wrong. B ut the fac t rem ains 
th a t  these m atte rs are being ex
ploited on political platform s and Mr. 
Hofm eyr is not exactly popularised 
thereby.

MR. HOFMEYR.
“ As a leader he will never 

blossom forth ,”
effected which brought men like 
General Smut3, Mr. Dick S tuttaford, 
Major van Zyl. Mr. Payne and others 
from the E astern  Province to toe 
the line and support the now famous 
Bill No. 2.

Then there is his recent declara
tion of liberalism, especially w ith 
regard to  our relations to the 
coloured races in our midst, and 
his sta tem ent th a t there is a  safe 
and sure resting-place for this 
brand of liberalism  within the 
capacious folds of the United 
P a r ty  blanket.
Furtherm ore, there Is his a ttitude 

during the la st session of Parliam ent, 
when certain  m a tte rs  relating to this 
vexed question of colour were perti
nently  raised.

He refused to en tertain  the idea of 
prohibiting mixed m arriages by law, 
even though such prohibition exists 
in the T ransvaal and Orange Free 
S tate, where the old Volksrade of the 
republics saw  to it th a t such legisla- I 
tion was passed.

Unfair
I do w ant to express this convic

tion—th a t Mr. Hofm eyr’s own p arty  
is not being fa ir  to him. He is being 
made the scapegoat, and resolutions 
are being passed dem anding his 
resignation or removal from the 
Cabinet, while there is a  strong 
undercurrent of opposition growing 
aga in st him.

"When he spoke in Parliam ent 
on these questions, Mr. Hofm eyr 
did not speak as only expressing 
his own ideas on the m atter. He 
m ade it  clear th a t he was speaking 
on behalf of the Government and 
th a t  he was enunciating Govern
m ent policy.
“ The Government is not prepared 

to  pass this legislation,” and “ the 
Government is not convinced th a t  i t  
is advisable to put through th a t 
m easure—th a t is w hat he em phati
cally declared.

How can these people hold Mr. 
Hofm eyr solely responsible for these 
declarations of Government policy if 
they were approved by the Prim e 
M inister and his other colleagues in

the Cabinet? Surely, the Cabinet and 
the party  must take the responsibility 
and ' not try  to load i t  on to  the 
shoulders of the M inister who spoke 
on behalf of them all.

T hat is why I say th a t his own 
supporters are not fa ir and ju s t 
tow ards Mr. Hofmeyr.

Indecision
But, of course, th a t will not deter 

them. If  the party  m ust be saved 
through the sacrifice of one innocent 
lamb, they will not hesitate to do it.

Is there any chance of Mr. Hof
m eyr resigning? I  th ink not. He is 
not of the stuff th a t leaders and 
m arty rs a re  made of.

He is one of the brainiest men 
South Africa has ever produced, 
and I would have given much to 
have sa t a t  his feet when he 
played the role of professor of 
Latin or of philosophy. B ut as a  
politician he has not been a  suc
cess, and as a  leader he will never 
blossom forth. He hasn’t  it in him. 
You will, no doubt, remember how 

long he took to decide w hether he 
should enter the world of politics a t  
all, and when he had u ltim ately  
taken  th a t decision, i t  cost him a  
trip  overseas during the 1929 elec
tions to decide which p arty  to sup
port.

You will also rem em ber th a t in the 
meantim e scathing a ttac k s  were 
made upon him by men like Mr. 
H eaton Nicholls over his indecision, 
while the “ Cape Times ” published a  
delightful cartoon, in which Mr. Hof
m eyr was shown sitting  alone on a  
fence in the moonlight, singing th a t 
jazz-ditty  about “ H ugging myself in 
the Moonlight.”

I  prophesy th a t Mr. Hofm eyr will 
again  take just a little  too long to  
decide whether he ought to s ta y  in 
or w alk out.
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CAPE NATIONALISTS 
ENDORSE

W orcester, Thursday.

r I 'H E  congress of the “ purified” Nationalist Party of the 
Cape, which is now  sitting here, to-day issued statements 

regarding the republican and colour questions.

STRICT LINES OF DEMARCATION

The decision regarding republican
ism is embodied in  the following 
announcem ent:

“ The proposals of the Federal Coun
cil in regard to the republican ideal of 
the party were adopted unanimously 
and with great enthusiasm

“Although there is no implication 
th a t persons not in favour of repub
licanism will be excluded, the deci
sion of the party means nevertheless 
th a t the party aims a t the founding 
of a republic.
“The party, however, binds itself to 

constitutional methods and to equal 
language rights, even under a  republic. 
Further, it binds itself to ensure th a t 
it has the support of the majority by 
calling for a special mandate from tha 
people before undertaking the found
ing of a republic.”

The following is the congress’s offi
cial statem ent on the colour question: 

“AS FAR AS PRACTICABLE”
“ With a  view to the maintenance of 

European Christian civilisation and 
the furtherance of the interests of all 
sections of the population of the 
Union, and with a strict sense of 
European responsibility towards the 
other races for their general progress, 
this congress is convinced th a t it .s 
necessary, as far as practicable, to 
draw a line of demarcation between 
Europeans and non-Europeans as well 
as between natives and coloured.

“Congress, therefore, expresses the 
conviction th a t mixed marriages 
should be prohibited by legislation and 
th a t the development of racial pride 
and self-respect should be fostered by 
all possible means among non-Euro
pean races; th a t the employment of 
the same staff of European and non- 
European teachers in non-European 
schools should be prohibited; th a t no 
European should be employed in an 
inferior position to a non-European; 
th a t legislation should prohibit, white 
women from being employed by a non- 
European; that, in  the interests of 
both European and coloured workers, 
the ban on the entrance of natives 
from outside the Union should be 
strictly enforced and th a t the influx 
of Union natives into the towns should 
be limited and controlled."

DR. MALAN RE-ELECTED 
Dr. Malan was unanimously re

elected leader of the party to-day.
Congress expressed the opinion tha t 

all members of select committee and 
boards should be bilingual, th a t bilin
gualism should be fully observed over 
the radio, and th a t the Government 
bo asked to take strong action against 
desecration of the Sabbath.

“ FOREIGN" FILMS 
The following resolution was accepted 

without discussion:
“ Films which represent Afrikaners 

in  a ridiculous light, such as the 
Rhodes film, should be banned and 
Congress protests against the continual 
showing in  the Union of foreign films 
which are obviously designed to glorify 
the British fleet, the British House of 
Lords, the British army and British 
industrial undertakings, and urgently 
requests the Censor Board to pass for 
education only such films as are 
designed for amusement a: d cultural 
uplift and to ban, as political institu
tions, films designed to make propa
ganda for the British Empire.” 

Another resolution was adopted in
sisting on bilingualism for all Civil 
Servants, except those engaged in 
technical work.

The Congress declared itself in 
favour of Italy ’s offer regarding the 
training of black troops in  Africa, and 
agreed to force the Government, by 
meetings and in other ways, to accept 
the offer.

O ther motions urged the m ainten
ance of South Africa’s right of neu
trality, and demanded th a t the country 
should dissociate itself from any treaty 
i r  agreement of policy th a t might in
volve her in  a  European war.

PASSING THE WINNING POST: 
Messrs. Scott and Guthrie’s Perci- 
val Vega Gull passing the winning 
post a t the Rand Airport yesterday, 
when they won the England- 

Johannesburg air race.

The congress decided tha t the right 
of appeal to the Privy Council should 
be removed.

Motions arising out of the Native Act 
were carried, these demanding th a t 
equal privileges, so far as land is con
cerned, should be given to Europeans.

I t  was decided without discussion 
th a t the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
Ministers should not attend Imperial 
Conferences and other Imperialistic 
gatherings.
A proposal for immediate cessation 

of the boycott of German goods was 
agreed to.

The fixation of the interest rate  a t 
3 Vz per cent, and the payment of a 
Government subsidy on redemption 
payments and on mortgage bonds were 
agreed to.—Reuter.

News by It. C. Knott-Craig. Worcester.

G U T H R IE  TO  L E A V E  
R A N D  T O -M O R R O W

London, Thursday.
I t  is revealed th a t the Cambridge 

U niversity authorities insisted on Mr. 
Giles Guthrie returning by October 
15. Sir Connop Guthrie has booked 
his son a  passage in the Im perial 
A irways liner leaving' Johannesburg 
on Saturday. Mr. Guthrie will 
arrive a t  Croydon on October 15 and 
m otor s tra ig h t to Cambridge.— 
Reuter.

Clothing and cash valued a t £100 
was stolen from the residence of Mr. 
C. Nasson in  Kinross Road, Parkview, 
on .Wednesday night.
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BISHOP DEPLORES CAPE 
IVES LOSS OF VOTE

[ITE AND lT 
BLACK IN ; 
“OPPOSING 
CAMPS”

J  R E G A R D  as deplorable
the withdrawal from  the 

natives in the Cape of their 
right to vote in parliamentary 
constituencies,” the Bishop of 
Pretoria, the Rt. Rev. W . 
Parker, declared yesterday in 
the second portion of his 
charge to the A nglican Synod  
o f  the D iocese of Pretoria.

“ The substitution of the communal 
franchise, which has been given in 
return  for this deprivation of the vote, 
seems to me to be very unwise, sug
gesting as it does both to Europeans 
and natives th a t their interests are 
antagonistic, and thus tending to drive 
them  into opposing camps,” he pro
ceeded.

He added th a t it was the business of 
the Anglican Church to make the best 
of the situation. He welcomed the 
Native Land Act as a  ste£ forward, 
and commended the Pretoria City 
Council for a t last reaching sbme sort 
of finality on the question of a  new rf' 
native location.

The Bishop said th a t the failure of 
the League of Nations in the Abys
sinian trouble should not be allowed 
to overshadow the immense amount o f  
good, which the League had accom
plished in other fields.

NATIVE FRANCHISE
“ In  the Union the Government has 

carried through epoch-making legisla
tion dealing with the native franchise 
in  the Cape Province, and with the 
provision of more land in the Union 
for native occupation,” said the 
Bishop.

“The Europeans of the Union in 
severely restricting the voting rights 
of the native population (for the 
Union Native Council will have only 
advisory powers) have assumed a 
most grave responsibility. Will the 
European population take the 
trouble to discover the economic a ' ’ *, 
social needs of the natives a; - 
attem pt to supply these needs? I  am 
bound to say th a t past experience 
does not give much cause for 
optimism.
“ Here in  Pretoria, what for years 

has been an  intolerable scandal—the 
of the Municipal Council to 

plan for the decent and adequate 
housing of its native population—was 
brought to  au end only a  few days 
ago. No Municipal Council would have 
treated a large number of human 
beings living within its borders in such 
a  way if those persons had possessed 
the privilege and the power of a vote.

LAND ACT 
“ The Native Land Act is also a 

welcome advance. The Prime Minis
te r  has very solemnly given his word 
th a t the provisions of the new Act 
shall be put into forte without delay.

“ The relations of Europeans and 
natives are undergoing a severe strain, 
and as Christians we musl regard the 
signs of growing resentment among 
the natives with profound concern. 
Some of the causes are ueyond the 
power of the individual Christians or 
even of the corporate Church to elimi
nate. But we can all co-operate :n 
applying a Christian spirit. While X 
do not believe th a t the economic aspect 
of the system of Communism is neces
sarily opposed to Christianity there 
are manifestations of the Communist 
movement which are not only hostile 
to the Christian religion but which also 
breathe a spirit which Christ sought to 
eliminate from the world. But if we 
Christians are not prepared to do our 
duty as Christians, can we expect the 
Africans not to turn  elsewhere for 
help, and to seek solace in hatred and 
force?”

The Bishop the'h discussed the needs 
of the diocese mentioning the efforts 
being made to increase th i  number of 
the clergy.

Sub-editing and headlines of all political 
matter in this issue by Gordon Nattrass, 
155, Jeppe Street, Johannesburg.

f
I
d,
u
o;
rr.
la
w)
Cc
re
th.
agi
cat

•air
in t
Sir
a v
pai
La)
cor

ser
oth
. ■'% 
Mr 
bet 
an 
of

M
in,
coi
Co



"THE STAR" SENATOR FOR NATIVES. 
Franchise In The City. January 28th., 1937.

J A N U A R Y  2 8 , 1 9 3 7 .

ie
e-
is
Df
t-
:e
re

i -

if
s
e
&
t

SENATOR FOR 
NATIVES

F R A N C H IS E  IN  T H E  
C IT Y I

MEMBERS FOE 
ELECTORAL COLLEGE

Meetings of native taxpayers 
domiciled in Joannesburg, outisde 
municipal locations, will be held early 
next month to nominate and elect 
a native taxpayer domiciled in each 
of the three wards into which Johan
nesburg has been divided for the pur
poses of the Representation of 
Natives Act.

T h e n a tiv e s  e lected  a t  th e se  m eet
in gs w ill rep resen t th e  n a tiv e  ta x 
p ayers in  th e  e lectora l com m ittee  to  
be co n stitu ted  fo r  th e  d istr ic t o f  
J o h an n esb u rg  a s  a v o tin g  u n it  in  th e  
electora l co llege  for th e  electora l 
areas o f  th e  T ran svaa l and F ree S ta te  
for  th e  n o m in a tio n  and  e lec tio n  o f  a 
S en a to r , an d  o f tw o m em b ers o f  the  
N a tiv e  R ep resen ta tiv e  C ouncil 

T h e m eetin g  fo r  W ard I, w ill be h eld  
a t  th e  B ioscop e H all, S econ d  A venue. 
A lexan d ra  T ow n sh ip , a t  6.15 p .m  on  
F riday , F eb ru ary  5. F or W ard II. th e  
m eetin g  w ill be h eld  in  th e  S ta r  and  
G arter  H all. S op h ia tow n . a t  6.15 p m  
on F eb ru ary  4. an d  for W ard I I I  the  
m eetin g  w ill be held  a t  th e  B a n tu  
M en's S o c ia l C entre, ElofT S tr e e t  E x
ten sio n . a t  6 p .m . on  W ed n esd ay  
Feb ru ary  3.

T h ose  a llow ed to  a tte n d  th e se  m eet
in g s are n a tiv e  taxp ayers reg istered  
a s tax p a y ers in  th e  d istr ic t o f J o h a n 
nesb u rg  o n ly  an d  do n o t in clu d e  
n a tiv e s  w ho, th ou gh  resid in g  in  th e  
d istr ict, co n tin u e  to p ay  ta x es  in  th e ir  
h om e d istr ict. N a tiv e  taxp a y ers w hose  
h om e d istr ic ts  are o u tsid e  th e  U n ion  
are a lso  excluded .

N a tiv es exem p ted  from  th e  p a y 
m en t o f  ta x e s  by age, 65 yea rs or 
tpore. or n a tiv e s  w ho pay in com e tax  

. , £ 1  or m ore per an n u m  w ill be
- -.fid to  vote. No n a tiv e  w ill be 
S}uin ^ f'° vo te  u n less  h e  produces h is  

.Mf;ceip t or h is  exem p tion  ccrtifi- 
-oSau 1 Prove th a t  h e  is reg istered  as 
05 a:i!ed in  th e  ward.

■«! A C A N D ID A T E 'S V IEW S.

^eption to the interpretation ; 
a upon the word “domicile

by Mr. H. B asn er, on e o f  the  
la te s  fo r  th e  T ra n sv a a l and  
e F ree  S ta te  S en a to rsh ip , in  an  

1 ew  to-day. H e sa id  th a t  on ly  
a tiv es  wore reg istered  taxp ayers  

ian n esb u rg .
-.he  v o tin g  stren g th  o f  a ll th e  

u atives *n Joh an n esb u rg , in clu d in g  
th o se  w ho ow ned th e ir  ow n  prop erties  

J°cations, w as th u s lim ited  to  
3,743. T h e  N a tiv e  A ffa irs D ep art-  
p a ru n en t, in  rece ip ts  to  n a tiv e  ta x 
payers. describ ed  th em  as com in"  
Horn th e  d istr ic ts  w here th e y  w ere  

reg istered . T h u s a  n a tiv e  
m ia h t h a v e  b een  liv in g  in  F im v ille  
io i  2o years, ow n  h is  ow n  h om e, an d  
h a v e  n o  in te n tio n  o f  re tu rn in g  to  h is
w 2  *  if^  yet his tax receipts w ould sh ow  h im  a s  b ein g  reg istered  
in  h is  d istr ic t  o f  orig in  

M r. B a sn er  sa id  h e ' in te n d ed  to  
n ' h® m a tter  b efore th e  A fr ica n  
N a tio n a l C ongress a t  B oksburg on

anc* t'̂ l e  n o tic s  o f  th e  R ee f  
F ed era tio n  o f  A d visory  B oards an d  
V ig ila n ce  C om m ittees. H e w ould ur^e 
th a t  th e y  sh ou ld  m a k e  im m ed ia te  re 
p resen ta tio n s  to th e  M in ister  o f  
N a tiv e  A ffairs.

I
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b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e

n J ) FS*\ORKERS’ 
[ f i j i E s k s

o f Tire Stai
r ® ! f r In a  broadcast address from  
^ t o w n  Mr Oswald Pirow said:

The other attitude was the on*
which ° n,i 1 fdea of differentiation which adm itted the right of the
m an’q i ° iHdeVel° P under the white
5 c M u £ r nCe J° the hI?hest s ta teo il *. L of which he is cap
able and which recognised the white 
m a n s  obligation to help the native 
in his development, but which laid

1 *tmpha.tlca11^  once andfor all, th a t the native should obtain 
no social and political equality with 
the white man. This doctrine was 
the accepted one in the Union.”

But it is too late for such doc
trine to succeed. Those days are

*'\he form er ignorance and 
superstition are disappearing. in  
the dawning light of the new day 
Africans begin to see tha t the 
ruling class have been mak-
h I L  mercl?andise of the natural 
righ ts and privileges of the rest
tn  r f na t, Africans. In seeking 
to restore all men, irrespective of
r t£ h t .° r  ° ° J Ur' t0 their natural rights we do not seek the benefit
f  race. but of all. For we

•k” ° ' ! 1by faith  and see by fact 
H â t '^justice can profit no one and 
th a t  justice m ust benefit all.

d0 we seek anv futile and 
ridiculous equality. The eaualitv 
we would bring about is not the 
social equality, but the securing to 
all men of equal opportunity for 
the exercise of the ir powers and 
the removal of all legal restriction 
on the legitim ate exercise of these 
powers The British principle of 
equal civil rights for white and black 
nnds no place among the Afri
kaans-speaking people, yet, as this 
declaration is<ibased upon the bed-

- tn °h  ° V UŜ '  U must be adhered to bv the Union.
The white workers are  gradually 

realising th a t sooner or la ter the 
in terests of the native w orkers 
must be the in terests of the white 
w orker—th a t each must be his 
bro ther’s keeper if he would pre
serve his own welfare.

JOSIAH MAPHUMALO.
Natal.
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