AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (TRANSVAAL) gONFEREKCt.
HELD AT THE COMMUNAL HALL,
WESTERN NATIVE TO~SHIP
FROM OCTOBER 9TH TO 11TH.1954.

AGENDA.

1st Sesaion — Saturday <Q>nM»r— 9th. ~ *

2 p.m. Opening of Conference by Chaplain

2.20 Speaker's opening remark”.
\

2.30 Fraternal greetings

3.30 Ejection of Comrcit'teee:

a. Credentials Committee
b. Resolutions Committee
C. Press Committee
d. 0 Recording Secretary

3.35 Minutes of the last Annual Conference and arising
4.35 Credential’'s Committees Report
5.15 Important message to every African.
ADJOURWSKT.
,,nJ Session. Sunday ‘fctofrer—, IQtkt—
9 a.m. Pulblic Meeting at C/r Victoria & "orris Streets.
2.00 Credentials Committee's Report
2.30 Presidential Address
3.15 Executive Report
4.00 Discussion on reports.
ADJOURNMENT.
3rd Session, Monday Cctcter, Illth.
8 a.m. Treasurer”™ Report
8.30 Discussion
9.30 Resolutions

a. 1949 Resolution of Conference led by
Mr H.G.?-'akgotM
Discussion

b. Other resolutions
Discussion.

ADJOURN FOR  LUNCH-

1.4 Congress of the People and Volunteers
by !"r R.M.Resha

3.00 Elections

3.15 Closing of Conference.

afrika: afrikai mayibuye:

INKULULEKO NGE XESHALETU1

TOKOLOHO KA NAfc® EA RONA!
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PRESIDENTIAL AD DRE S B
OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL OMJMPESS ™ ~
ir TITIVITTIED AT THE 42NI>. ANNUAL PROVINCIAL COi»FSEE«
Su, irsrw NATIVE TOINSHU*, « W « *
ON — 9TH. — 11TH. OCTOBER, 18%-

Mr. Speaker, ladies and Gentlemen. ThiL*

fcr Nation'
National Congress (Trarwaal) a3se

es a "*diMnaTOna hitherto, unknown in

r p- ‘

and 8tMPvatj.cn to suffering_ Humanity. NNT N TS n exploitatio”® of
list—Capitalist powers are intensifying their oppression am

P
the Colonial and Semi—Colonial masses.

The enslaved .aasses every,here are
power, such as the U.S.S.S., China, the
role they are plying in internati /I\_
ewe. together withthe P«*“ ' every Colonial 1> W
“ 1%ver\|/_ would have been the order ol A3

o*«,,+h Africa,
g tc say that the subject peq.l1. of Swth*M «. e
today 1

would r.at® JC with
hopeless posikion. k- wust "be

—————— T-rit.
that of-oppressed and freedom-—loving people® — ** .

Ky reference, in this address to

*£ their-e.
politics. *.« i n ~»

situation Is to re—
toe n N

#
assure ycxi that South Africa is part and © f -© X nothlws in connon
unique and mysterious piece of lindthat n —-J <J n the civl_
with the rest of the world, as Dr. llalan an./..* «l—<¥-—
lised world to believe.

SOOTH AFRICA
t (>,t of the Africans in
The position of the non-Biropens

Blt “th the advent

partioular has never been a h,r Peen very much aggravated,

to power of the Nationalists, thi

—*m * tre'n the rresant and past
There is no fundamental difference ir PcM'7 The polic” of all «hite
Governments. —-Be tney l.aoicnalis - - . + N Jceej|ng the African
South African Governments has teen, and stxIl* n A~ iCim i3 treated
in a state of perpetual sujugation. ~+ o <_ ¢ * A7 drawer of water
like a beast of burden *"dnu”~nouna N N +s
until doomsday. It is .c..irrlJ * 1 i emancipation,
leading the millions of t0|lers onto their n — n —
] L ,» ofolfc ooupled with the

Because of the evergrowing conaoxoisne N —  =JrrS3 tfoe Govemnent
effective leadership given by the —fn'-'J . " f Prions forms of terror
in their far of the masses, W « ~ N 1Sati * of the people,
with a view to mtxmidati.ig anl trn.ici... |,

iti whr>t circumstances |
It wn3 only after

<*t this juncture it behoves me tc remxn —

have been elevated to the presi— ency p*

o ! Ji~rdfcl”, David Bopape,
your democratically elected leaders such vav. *"sor ; Swart, Uinis—
J.B. Harks and others wer. gagged —-d cd Vthe
ter of Justice, to resign tromr. the 3ince theu, | have tried
that you called upon ne to take up e W 1

to execute my duties td the best of my ability.

This attack or. ycxir loaderS and orgNiant™m doe”™n

of the
ting. On the contrary, it is bein, of tUe peCple. Swart
leaders of the A.N.C. are being “oved * ; n and has oon—
hRs gone so far es to ban Chief with tt,6 tanning, the Minister
fined him to the lower Xx.ige e

three of the noblest Sons of
has now banished from their places of decile three oi™ ~
Africa, namely, Gwentshe, Lengi

, TeMoteat p~ts of the Union of o. »fri—
their families and sent to some of ririitive oonditiot.s. The Government is
c, and made to live under the moat primitive o~dit® 2

<&



aintng at removing progressive leadership and outlawing progressive— organi-
sations, such as the African National Congress, the South African Indian
Congress, The Coloured Peoples Organisation and, last but not least, the
Congress of Democrats.

The Jtalan Government derives its support from the most politically
backward and reactionary section of the White electorate in this country -
the big farmers and land—lords. This section of the White cccnunity has
swallowed hook, line and sinker, the Governments policy of Apartheid which is
oppressive in form and in content.

The results of the recent Provincial Elections were disappointing but
n°j ®&rPri3in8* They exposed the political shallowness of the electorate,
and their readiness to fall victim to the clever demagogy of the Nationalist
politicians. Thus they are running away from reality and civilisation.
Because of these and other successes, the Government has become bolder in
forging ahead with its plot to transform South Africa into a Police State.
In this "triumphant" march towards fascism, the so-called White opposition
has collapsed* Sc now the only effective opposition to the Govemnant are
the National Movements and their allies. Theira is to grapple with the po-
tential fneeist beast to the bitter emA

The Government of the day has attacked the African in all walk3 of life:
Their general attitude is characterised by the following legislative n**asu—
IFCSe

(a) The Bantu Education Act which. i3 designed to retard the mental
develcpment of the African child and to mike him imbibe an education which
will create within him a slave—mentalit vy.

(b) The Besettlsnent .»ct. This .ict empowers the Government to expro-
priate African—owned private land and to remove any ;vfa*ican community from
one place to another whether the people concerned like it or not. This is t. »
the )Ct that is going to be employed in the removal of the African from the
Western Areas (Sophiatown and New Clare).

(c) Native Labour (Settlement of Disputes™ Act. This is to prevent the
the jiftricans from being organised into Industrial organisations and to abo-
lish existing j.frican Trade Unions and in thu fin".l analysis to reduce the
wages of all Africans.

(d) Separate .unenities ,ict. This Ajt legalises the unequal treatment
and discrimination against non—Europeans. _

nil these enactments are indicative of the vicious nature of the policy
of «partheil in which the l.ationalist Cabinet members, together with the
overwhelming majority of the White peopie of South .ifrica, see the permanent
suppression and oppression of the non-Whites within the sub-—continent.
Please leu us have no illusions about the policy cf Apartheid. It has no-
thing good in 3tore for us. Woe unto the Afric\ns who support that evil
polioy. apartheid must be fought tooth ‘ind nail.

THE PL."JTBr~T.Tj.

* ) [

It is in this part of the country whtre the overwhelming majority of

our people are concentrated and where cppressirn is most sharply felt,
j.eedless, to tell you, what happened at Bethal, Koster, fiistenburg - where
Africans have not only been made to work themselves to death, but were octua—*
Ily whipped until they died. Time is long overdue far the a.N.C* to stretch
it3 tentacles into the Reserved, Tural Areas, Farms, and deliver the message
for the struggle againal the inhuman conditions und”r vhioh +boy 1liv<:
many as possible of the .ifrican chiefs roist I>n >lromi away from the influence
of the Commissioners into the ranks of the African National Congress.

TBADE UNIONS.

With the ruthless attest to implement the polioy of .Apartheid in indus-
try as well as in all other walks of life, it has become more than ever
before necessary for the ...r.C. to orientate itself towards the organisation
of the Trade Unions with a view of finding in them one of its strongest

allies in the struggle for better conditions and against White domination.
During the/*..........



_3-

the period under review, the attacks fr*> the
' been alaoet incessant.
tcmnships, reserves, on the farms, y=« couxa neai
in oonneotion with hardship and oppr-ssijn.

Gc”rent .ide have

hk=

The Africans in the Western Areas «\Nre threatened «itn ejg?ropriati;ri.
The Afrioans resident resident inUanioipal

£ £ * 1 meetings e heing invaded hy the polio.
~"Pass and liquor have become the order of the day.

The Government is attacking f*on the left, right, rear, front .and above.

* Cfra tasks.

The President—General, Chief Luthuli, on the
Sophiatoim, made an appeal to the country Jf "Vrrwoerd and company,
and to st3p the Western Baoaral Sch.ne of Dr. /“nroer ™
This onll must receivc the full response and J PP_

A.K.C. throughout the ""svaal. Jherc nectary, LN
should become a.volunteer. Xne
teers.

cc”™icn of

t cf the ;v.m.C
volun—

Another significant political development in thf

issued by the ...N.C. oalling for a ongress o . - being supported by
.".frioa, irrespective of their nationalities. Thi. o.ll isWttng® EP ~ tfct

the South .'frioon Indian Congress, the c”

r
Congress of Democrats.

C i ] 0 .operation
This Congress must 17 the bases i r it*

v
jf all the peoples of S~Muth j.frica«
The Government has pr v
Led. in ether words, we have nat sliced tW—-v.rnne
NNy o”No~NSNMNio i £ arS—-S — *S« us*FFxM™ x.
BRRRPHY. NN
Deur............... if- C.u.n. /<
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