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SHORT STORY COMPETITION
1 You have only TWO MORE WEEKS to submit your entries in the i

I NEW AGE SHORT STORY COMPETITION I
I  THE CLOSING DATE IS JULY 31 |

i  Don’t delay any longer! Send your story in as soon as possible! All stories should be = 
i  written in English and should be between 2,000 and 3,000 words long, with a South |  
1 African background. 1

1 MW AND THE LAYMAN By JURIST

THE RIGHT TO STRIKE

1st PRIZE — £10 2nd PRIZE — £7 10s. 3rd PRIZE — £5
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THE PASS IS THE
STONE OF OPPRESSION

FOUNDATION
iD E R R in m  li

rpH E old Government pass office 
in Ferreirastown is no longer 

for business with Africans alone. 
In Room 47 Africans are dealt 
with: Sophiatown residents, de* 
based, humiliated and insulted. 
Men and women, boys and girls 
are asked which Chinese shop in 
Sophiatown is the biggest; how 
many Dutch Reformed CVurches 
there are; the tribe of Dr. Nyem- 
bezi. Pity the man or woman who 
says he is a Sophiatown resident 
yet does not know the answer to 
these and similar questions.

Meanwhile in Room 49, two 
doors up the passage, a string of 
Coloured people enter and crowd 
the room. But in a few minutes 
they might walk out no longer 
Coloureds as they know them
selves to be, but Africans, “re
classified.” For this is where the 
Race Appeal Board sits in Jo
hannesburg. Now they will have 
to carry reference books. They 
know they are Coloureds but the 
law of the country says they are 
not. Where do human beings get 
the power to re-classify other 
human beings?

In Rooms 50, 51, 52 and 53 
Africans are being told they are 
“foreign Natives.” They are de
ported. Some are sent to the 
mines, others to farms.

If they ccMne back one day they 
will say they worited for next to 
nothing; they were clad in sacks; 
locked into compoundls. They will 
say they were sjambokked. Some 
will say they fed on mealie stalks. 
But what crime did they commit?

From Outside One 
Cannot See

There is a new municipal pass 
office in Johannesburg in Albert 
Street. This is the centre of Jo
hannesburg’s own pass empire. 
This new building is huge. From 
the outside one cannot see queues 
and it might seem empty. But in
side the walls is so much that 
cannot be seen from the street. 
And there are the long queues, 
every day.

There are about 16 counters, 
each for a different purpose (in
flux, registration and so on) and 
here men spend the whole day, 
and then leave towards evening 
without having been attended to.

The pass works in many diffe
rent w ap. It is known as a “per
mit” when the African enters a 
location; as a special pass when 
an African seeks work; as a night 
pass when an African moves about 
in the night.

What happens when a man has 
a pass and wants to leave one 
province to visit relatives in 
another? First, his relatives must 
get him a permit from their loca
tion superintendent. Forms must 
be fill^  in. If permission is 
granted, the visitor’s pass book 
number must be entered, and the 
forms sent to his home pass office. 
Then the man can start on his 
journey to visit his relatives for a
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specified time. But he must report 
to the pass office on arrival.

There was the case of a man 
permitted to leave Cape Town for 
the Transvaal to visit relatives, 
but when he got to Johannesburg 
all his papers were ignored and 
he was told to leave the Union. 
He spent a day at the pass ciBce 
and left at 5.15 p.m.—declared a 
“foreign Native.” This was 
despite the written permission of 
the superintendent from his home 
location.

It Was Said. . .
It was said when pass books 

were introduced that African men 
would leave and enter any pro
vince or town without difficulty, 
and need only report to the loca
tion superintendent within 72 
hours. But men are arrested when 
they have been in a townshjp for 
only a few hours; and visiting 
friends carries the penalty of 
prison; and men have to report 
immediately, to be on the safe 
side, even before they enter a pro
vince, or location or town.

What happens when a munici
pal official or clerk takes a dis
like to you? A man was once re
fused a permit because he entered 
the municipal office with his hat 
on." It was in the night and there 
was no transport back to the 
town. The man gave the African 
clerk his name and the number of 
the house where he was going to 
sleep and he entered the location. 
The next morning he was arrested 
for entering without a permit.

Is this all one can say about 
these pass laws?

Anything can happen under the 
pass laws.

Such Are The Laws
A man may serve a firm for 20 

or 30 years and then be told to go 
back to where his ancestors were 
bom, in Nyasaland or Bechuana- 
land. Or he may be ordered to 
the mines or farms, an old man 
who has worked long years. Some 
men are told they will be sent to 
work in factories just outside the 
city and they find themselves on 
farms. Men will have their pass 
books endorsed out of the city 
and then a new nightmare starts. 
Men will be arrested as they leave 
the jails in which they h^ve.just 
served sentences under the pass 
laws.

Meanwhile their families arc 
going from pass office to pass 
office, from one police station to 
the next; from jail to hospital and 
then to the mortuaries—in vain.
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IS IT NOT TRUE THAT T 
PASS LAWS ARE THE FOUN
DATION IN FACT OF ALL 
THE OPPRESSIVE LAWS OF 
OUR COUNTRY? WITH A 
P.4SS THE AFRICAN RE
MAINS FOREVER A JAIL- 
GOER. WITH A PASS THE 
AFRICAN IS TO REMAIN 
FOREVER A “BOY.” SUCH 
ARE THE LAWS OF OUR 
COUNTRY THAT AFRICANS 
MUST “RESPECr’ AND 
“OBEY!”

4,500 M ay  Be 
Denied A  
H earing

(Continued from page 1)
legal representations before the 
Board on August 2 on why they 
wish to be heard—but even then 
there is no guarantee that the 
Board will decide to hear them.

ON PRINOPLE
New Age telephoned Mr. Prins, 

secretary of the Cape Western Com
mittee of the Board, for clarification 
on the question of the 4,5(X).

“All these people objected in 
principle to the Group Areas Act,” 
said Mr. Prins. “We can't take that 
into consideration. The Act is there 
and the Committee is there to make 
recommendations on it. The Com
mittee has its terms of reference. 
The Committee will only ask those 
to give evidence where it thinks it 
necessary and where it thinks that 
the person or organisation has 
something more to add.

“The Committee can’t sit in Cape 
Town from August of this year to 
August of next,” Mr. Prins added. 
(The sittings have been scheduled to 
last from August 2 to August 24.)

S.A.C.P.O. PROTEST
“The decision of the Group Areas 

Board not to invite the 4,5(X) resi
dents of the Southern Suburbs to 
give evidence before it is a vicious 
flouting of the right of the people 
to raise their voices in defence of 
their homes,” Mr. A. la Guma, 
chairman of the S.A. Coloured 
People’s Organisation, said in a 
statement to New Age.

“It is clear that the authorities 
are not concerned with the wide
spread condemnation of the Group 
Areas Act, and are prepared to 
operate its pernicious machinery in 
the face of mounting opposition.” 

Calling upon the people of the 
Southern suburbs to prepare to de
fend their homes by every possible 
means, S.A.C.P.O. states that meet
ings in preparation for a mass 
demonstration will be held through
out the suburbs. “No one who 
values home, security and freedom 
should fail to enter into the strug
gle against the impending danger,” 
saTs S.A.C.P.O.

Like so many other rights, the 
right of a South African worker 
to strike depends on the colour of 
his skin.

The rights of European, Col
oured and Asiatic workers are 
governed by the Industrial Con
ciliation Act. This Act allows the 
right to strike, though subject to 
certain limitations. The main limi
tations are as follows:

1. Workers in essential services, 
such as water, light and public 
transport undertakings, must refer 
their disputes to arbitration and 
are not allowed to strike.

2. Workers may not strike over 
a question which is directly cov
ered by a valid industrial agree
ment or Wage Board determina
tion. Thus, for instance, if an 
agreement has been negotiated 
covering wages, there can_^e—no 
strikes about wages unTiI the 
agreement expires. If a dispute 
arises on some subject with which 
the agreement does not deal, how
ever, the existence of the agree
ment will not prevent a strike.

3. When a dispute arises on a 
point not covered by any agree
ment, the workers must first refer 
the dispute to the industrial coun
cil, if there is one, or in the ab
sence of an industrial council they 
must apply to the Minister of 
labour for a conciliation board. 
A period of 30 days must then be 
allowed for these measures to 
take effect. If at the end of 30 
days the industrial council or con
ciliation board has failed to con
sider the matter, or if no concilia
tion board has been appointed, or 
if negotiations have taken place 
but have failed, the workers are 
free to strike.

4. No trade union may instigate 
or organise a strike unless strike 
action has been approved by a 
majority of the members con
cerned, in a secret ballot.

INDUSTRIAL COUNCILS
Industrial councils and concilia

tion boards consist of representa
tives of both employers and em
ployees. Their function is to hear 
both sides of any dispute which 
arises and to endeavour to reach 
an agreement. If an agreement is 
reached, it may with the approval 
of the Minister of Labour be de
clared binding on those employers 
and employees who are parties to 
it, or on the industry as a whole. 
The agreement then has the force 
of law, and any employer who 
fails to abide by its terms can be 
prosecuted.

AFRICAN WORKERS
Although African workers are 

excluded from the operation of 
the Industrial Conciliation Act and 
can have no representation on an 
industrial council or conciliation 
board, their conditions of work 
may nevertheless be dealt with by 
an industrial agreement. A mixed 
trade union may therefore negoti
ate on behalf of its African mem
bers, provided that it does so in 
the course of negotiations involv
ing its European members as well. 
An exclusively European trade 
union may also put forward de
mands relating to the conditions 
of work of Africans in its indus
try. Though African workers have 
often benefited from this position, 
it is hardly necessary to point out 
the injustices which might result 
from the determination of African 
working conditions by bodies on 
which the Africans have no vote.

• The Native Labour (Settlement 
of Disputes) Act governs the ques
tions of strikes and industrial dis
putes involving Africans. The Act 
contains a total prohibition on 
strikes. No matter how strong the 
grievances of African workers may 
be, and no matter what efforts 
may have been made to settle the 
dispute, it is a criminal offence 
for the workers to strike. The 
maximum penalty is a fine of fifty 
pounds or six months imprison
ment.

NOT ALL STRIKES
A strike requires the participa

tion of more than one person.

according to the definition in the 
Act. A refusal to work by a 
single person does not amount to 
a strike. Nor does it amount to a 
strike if workers simply refuse to 
do something which, according to 
their contracts or an industrial 
agreement, they are not obliged to 
do. For instance, if workers are 
entitled to knock off at 4 p.m. and 
their employer tells them to re
main at work until 5, they would 
not be striking if they ignored 
his order and stopped at 4. Simi
larly, it would not be a strike if 
workers refused to enter a work
shop in which safety measures re
quired by law had not been 
adopted.

A “go-slow” movement, if or
ganised for the purpose of enforc
ing demands, is a strike in terms 
of the Act. And, though an indi
vidual worker may be perfectly 
entitled to leave his job on a 
week’s notice, a mass movement 
to give notice, organised for the 
purpose of enforcing demands, is 
a strike.

The Native Labour (Settlement 
of Disputes) Act provides for the 
setting up of various bodies, the 
function of which is to investi
gate and endeavour to settle lab
our disputes involving Africans. 
These are “works committees,” 
consisting of workers in a parti
cular undertaking, elected by the 
workers; “regional committees” 
consisting of Africans with a 
European chairman, all nominated 
by the Minister, and a “Central 
Native Labour Board” consisting 
exclusively of Europeans nomi
nated by the Minister.

THE WAGE BOARD
The theory of the Act is that 

the existence of a dispute should 
be reported through the works 
committee to an inspector, who 
will, together with the regional 
committee, endeavour to reach a 
settlement. If no settlement is 
reached, the matter is then re
ferred to the Wage Board. This is 
the only body which has any real 
powers. It can issue a ruling which 
the Minister must proclaim and 
which then becomes binding upon 
employers.

The Wage Board is a body 
which has existed for many years 
for the purpose of determining 
wages and working conditions in 
industries which are not governed 
by industrial councils. It consists 
of three permanent members no
minated by the Governor-General 
and for the purpose of investigat
ing any particular industry, an 
additional member may be nomi
nated by the trade union con
cerned and by the employers’ or
ganisation concerned. The trade 
union representative must be no
minated by registered (i.e. Euro
pean) trade unions, and there is 
no provision for a representative 
of African workers' on the Wage 
Board.

TRIAL OF 202 
TEXTILE WORKERS

BENONI.
Five court days have been set 

aside for the hearing of the prose
cution of 202 Amato textile 
workers facing charges of striking 
illegally on December 6 last year. 
The case will be heard from August 
6 to 10. The magistrate commented 
at the last court hearing that the 
factory’s production was being dis
located by this long-drawn-out case. 
The defence is now to call its evi
dence and Mrs. S. Muller, appear
ing for the workers, indicated that 
she might call 80 witnesses from 
among the accused to give evidence 
on their behalf.

Originally 365 workers were 
charged. One hundred and sixty- 
three have been acquitted.
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