
peasant in th e  reserves desires th e  f re ed o m  to  possess and till his lard  

The impoverished w o rk e r  in t h e  cities desires th e  fr eedom  t o  s t  v ,  is 

la b o u r a t  a wage sufficient t o  provide him w ith  t h e  o rdinary  am enities 

of life. The m erchant desires th e  freedom  t o  t r a d e  w h e re - e v e r  t h e r e  

may be o p p o rtu n ity  to  do so The s tu d e n t  desires th e  freedom  t o  

develop his ta lents t o  th e  fullest and so on. The aspirations of all these 

different sections must be in c o rp o rated  Into th e  idea of freed o m . For 

this  purpose every section of th e  population must be consulted th o roughly  

and th e  dem ocratic dem ands of all sections be in c o rp o rated  into a 

C h a r t e r  which m ust becom e th e  Magna C a rta  of th e  people of S.A. The 

drawing up of such a C h a r t e r  of f reed o m  is th e  im m ediate task of 
th e  C .O .P

To this  patriotic task th e  C O  P. calls upon th e  people of S A. to  

dedicate themselves. This call of th e  C .O .P .  has already found a response 

in num e rous places in the country , in th e  Transvaal and th e  Cape. *n 

cities and in d orps w o rk  has already begun in Natal to o ,  at D urban and 

in th e  N o r t h e r n  D istr .cts  th e  w ork of th e  C .O  P. has com m enced. To 

th e  people of th e  Natal Midlands wc now issue this call to  |o in  in this 
great task.

ISSUED BY THE 

N A T A L  M I D L A N D S  R E G I O N A L  C O M M I T T E E

of the

CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE
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A Call To The People
OF W

Natal Midlands
N ev er before have th e  p eople of S. A. i t o o d  on th e  brink  of  such 

disaster as th e y  do to-day. W h a t  was until recently  only a th r e a t  of 

totalitarianism  has now becom e a reality.  The m inority  G o v e rn m e n t  of  

this c o u n try  is b en t  upon establishing a Police sta te  on t h e  lines o f  

H itler's  Nazi regim e c o m p le te  with all th e  beaitlllty  characteristic of  th e  
fascist set up.

The m a ste r  race ideology Is rep u g n a n t t o  th e  dignity o f  all hum an- 

beings th e  w orld  o v er  as was illustrated only a few years ago w h en  free* 

d c m  loving people th r o u g h o u t  th e  w orld  rose t o  defend th e  dignity a n 4  

w o rth  of human life. H itler  was d es tro y e d  b u t  at w h at cost ? Millions 

paid with th e ir  blood and millions made th e  s u p rem e sacrifice. W h o  can 

deny to-day th a t  S.A. slowly and Inexorably is moving tow ards th e  hated  

fascist set up ? W h o  can deny th e n  th a t  th e  people o f  S. A. stand on th e  
brink of disaster ?

F A S C I S M  M A R C H E S  O N

Dally, attacks are made even upon t h e  existing m eagre rights and 

.iberties of t h e  masses of th e  people.  Every aspect o f  o u r  life Is assailed 

by th e  virus of  Apartheid.- th e  obnoxious d o cto rln e  which m e in s  n o t  

separation but e tern al  su b |u g atlo n  of t h e  vast m ajority  of  t h e  people.  

W e  are already tasting th e  b i t t e r  fruits o f  A parth eid .  W e  no longer  have 

the right to  ed ucate o u r  children as we may desire .  A parth e id  has 

d ecreed  th a t  all o u r  children r e q u ire  is training to  enable tKewi t o  t i k ^  

th e ir  positions as m e m b e rs  o f  a su b o rd in ate  society. The vast majority 
of  th e  people have no vote .  A partheid  has now d e c re ed  th a t  w h a t  lit tle  

franchise was enjoyed by som e must also be snatched away. For th e  

vast m ajority  th e r e  n ev e r  was any f re ed o m  t o  acquire land o r  p ro p e r ty

<t n



In the land of th e ir  birth .  N o w  A p arth e id  has d ec reed  th a t  t h e r e  must 

be f u r th e r  restriction* on th e  m eag re  existing right*  t o  acqui jnd 

occupy property. For th e  vast majority of w o rk e rs  th e  right to  organise 

them*el*M Into tr« d e  unions n ev e r  extated. But A partheid has now 

decreed that,  th e  almost negligible existing rights to  T ra de Unionism must 

al*o be taken away. W h a t e v e r  rights t o  f re ed o m  of expression and assem 

bly existed are now dally assaulted in th e  Interests  of A p arthe id  th ro u g h  

Its notorious w eapon, th e  suppression of  C om m unism  Act Christians and 

Jew*. Moslems and Hindu*, 6u ro p e a n s  and N on-E uropeans,  w o rk e rs  and 

m erchants,  s tu d e n ts  and teacher*, all are w ithin th e  reach of  th e  tentacles 

of th e  Act. N u m ero u s  p eo p le  have been banned from attending meetings, 

s l l p c e d  u n d e r  th r e a t  of  p ersecu tio n ,  forbidden t o  move from their  

localltle* and now th e  A partheid octopus takes a s te p  fu r th e r .  Banishment 

of Individual, has co m m en c ed  and will n o  d o u b t  increase. Intimidation 

h arrassm ent and p erse cu tio n  of all th o se  w h o  d are  to  lift th e ir  voice In 
p r o t e u  has becom e th e  o r d e r  of th e  day.

IS THERE N O  HO PE ?

I* t h e r e  no way o u t  o f  this  seemingly hopeless situation In which 

the people of S.A. find them selves ? I* t h e r e  no effective an sw e r t o  th e  

f a s d u  onslaught th a t  I* daily made upon th e  lives and liberties o f  the 

people ? These are  th e  qu estio n s th a t  t o r m e n t  th e  minds of  aJI freedom  

loving South Africans. A re  th e  vast masses of this  land fo re v er  to  en d u re  

the status  of hew ers  of w ood and d ra w ers  of  w a te r  ? Will it be for ever 

freedom for s o m e and slavery for t h e  vast majority ? To each of these 

q uestions we a n j w e r  in th e  negative N o  people have forever  en d u re d  

t h e  shackles o f  slavery n o r  is t h e  p re s e n t  plight of  th e  people peculiar 

o r  unique in any way. People th e  w orld  o v er  have fought and o v e r th r o w n  

fascism, colonialism, explo ita tio n  and oppression and th e  people o f  S.A 
can be no excep tio n .

W e  are q u ite  convinced th a t  fascism in S.A. can be fought and 

democracy achieved because it  is n o t  fascltm th a t  t h e  people desire but 

democracy for t h e  simple reason th a t  dem ocracy is in t h e  in te ie s ts  of the 
people and not fascism.

W H O  CAN ACHIEVE DEMOCRACY?
B«t how is dem ocracy to  be achieved and by w h o m  ? It Is patently 

obvious that th e  N ationalist  Party  ca n n o t achieve d em ocracy in S.A. for 

their A p artheid  is t h e  very antithesis  of  th e  co n c ep t of  dem ocracy. The 

United Party obviously cannot achieve dem ocracy for th e ir  economic

in teg ratio n  and social segregation policy is no m ore than a-, ap p easem e n t 

ot ,.e Nationalist Party * fascism Can th e  L.beral f»*rty achieve d e m o 

cracy for S.A. f The ans**er is n t h e  negative b e o u u  th e y  a i »  to  

establish dem ocracy by bringing about th e  most e !usrve spo n tan eo u s 

change of h e a r t "  in th e  w h ite  e lec to ra te  which in essence means th a t  it 

is th e  w hite  e lec to ra te  th a t  wri: so o n er o r  ‘a te r  establish dem ocracy In

But tl 11 4 4  *»"«• U nion and th e  m r 3ge of th e  change h e a r t  nas 
receded fu r th e r  and fu rth e r .  In fact (fche rec en t  elections. Parliam entary, 

Provincial and Municipal are any indwat a  th e  change of h eart  has been 

in th e  rev erse  directio n .  The forces of fascism have gam ed. The swmj; 

of th e  w hite  e le c to ra te  Is to w ard s th e  Anti-de'T'ocratic end.

So to  com e back to  th e  question - W h o  can achieve dem ocracy for 

S.A. » H e  answer stares us in th e  fare. o n e  and onfy force th a t

can achieve dem ocracy Is th e  mighty force of th e  vast majority of th e  

people of  S.A.. W h i t e  and N o n -W h ite  African. Indian. E uropean and 

o ioured.  Any a t te m p t  to  establish dem ocracy that ’Joes not tak e  into  
account this  fundam ental fact is d o o m e d  t o  failure From a realisation 

and appreciation of  this simple yet nevertheless prot.  jn d  t r u t h  comes 

m to  being th e  C O N G R E S S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  e m o ra cirg  all th o se  

w ho subscribe to  th e  Ideal o f ‘'a g o v e rn m e n t  of th e  people,  by th e  people 

for th e  peoD>e. The C .O .P .  r e p re s e n ts  th e re fo re ,  th e  first co n crete  step  

t o  u nite  alt those individuals irrespective of race, colour o r  creed w ho 
cherish th e  goal of  a truly d em o cratic  S.A.

W H A T  IS T H E  C O N G R E S S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E ?

W h a t  1* th e  C .O  P. and what are its Immediate objectives ? The 

C .O .P .  is sponsored by th e  four democratically minded national organi

sations of th e  people of S A. vix. th e  African N ational C o n g res s ,  S.A. 

ndian Congress. C ongress of D em ocrats  and th e  S.A. C o lo u re d  Peoples 

O rganisation  in o rn e r  to  create  a com m on platform  for all those people 

in S.A. w ho subscribe to  th e  idea! of -j*m0 r r aCy for all. and w ho desire 
t o  w o rk  to w ard s th a t  end.

The m m ediate objective of th e  C .O .P. is t o  form ulate a Freedom  

C h a rte r  for th e  people of S.A. If the C .O .P .  Is to  express truly  the 

aspirations of th e  people th e n  it must u n d ersta n d  and appreciate  the 

problem s of all th e  people - th e  w o rk e rs  in th e  cities and tow ns, the 

peasants in the country-side , th e  m erchants ,  professionals, teachers,  

s tu d e n ts  and o th e rs .  The very tdea of f re edom  has a d i f f e r e d  meaning 

in th e  minds of different sections of th e  people. The p oor landless
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