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tho. 3*'d mines, therefore it was not out of
place that tho Senate should devote some
of its tiiruol&rv~~= in,Portant a question,

wa-¥ snorKy after tho war, when the
.nines were being reconstructed, that public
.attention was first directed to the disease.
It would appear that before the war rock
drilling had not developed to any great
extent, but when the men came to be re-
appointed they were found, in many cases,
to be suffering from the disease. In 1903
a report was issued which threw a deaJ of
light upon the question. But it occurred
in this case as it did in so many other
instances, the public and the mines did not
recognise the seriousness of the disease, and
it was only in later years that the disease
had been brought home to the authorities,
and that its terrible ravages were revealed.
An attempt was made in ihe first Union
Parliament to deal with the question, but
it was found that sufficient information was
not- before them to enable the House to

. deal adequately with the subject, and a

temporary measure was passed dealing with
urgent cases. It had been found that 33
per .cent, of the 11,000 white miners em-
ployed on the Rand were affected by the
disease in one stage or other. The question
arose: How were they to‘deal with it? The
Government had introduced a Bill in an-
other place, which had been sent to a
Select® Committee, and the report of that
committee was beforo them. He would
endeavour to briefly outline tl;© main points
of the Bill.

The first' question they hac'to ask was.
who was going to benefit, under the Bill?
The white miner was the firss to be dealt
with, and the definition of a white miner
was one who worked underground. The
second class of men dealt with was the
native labourer, and his case was provided
for in clause 30 of the Bill. The third class
w&s the intermediate worker, who did not
fall under the term miner, and he was dealt
with*in clause 22.

The second point was, what benefits will
be given to these men, and from where
would the funds be obtained? The general
idea was an insurance fund would be form-
ed, contributed to by the owners and men.
But.it was felt that it’'would be rather hard
to compel men in tho last stages of the
disease to contribute, and it was decided
to have two funds, ~namely, a compen-
sation fund and an insurance fund. The
compensation fund would .be started at
once, for which the money would be de-
rived from niir.3 owners and the Govern-
ment. The contemplated amount of that
fund is placed at £1,100,000, and of that
amount the Government will contribute
£100,000 and the mines would have to
find the other million. But that amount
would not have to be found immediately.
The £100,000 wilj be put into the fund at
once, and would be used in the cat?e of a
poor mine which could not pay its contri-
bution without placing itself in difficulties,
as might happen in the case of a mint
which could only afford to pay £300 and
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their contribution might oe £400. Ip .
the £100 deficiency would Hr made up 1 o~i
the Government contribution, and in tms
way two purpose* would .be served.. The
miners working in.that mine would oe as-
sisted in obtaining the benefits of the Ilull,
while probably the mine would bo Kke,.t
from closing down. The contributions from
the mines would be spread over a period ot at
least five years. The insurance fund would
be started at onoe, but ethey wou.d not
draw upon that fund until after two y”ars.
For the first two years all claims wou.d
be paid out of the compensation fund I {so
insurance fund would' be built up by the
mine owners, who- would have to contri-
bute 5 per cent, of the earnings of under-
ground workers. Of this amount, the
mine owners would be entitled to deduct
24 per cent, from the wages of t.ie men.
This would amount to about 1,110,000 pel
annum which, together with the owners
contributions! would .nmke £220,000 at
the end .of the first year, and
at the end of the second year £440,000.
When the claims would bo stopped for the
compensation fund, .two years after the
passing of the Act. the companies wonlid
have to nay 74 per cent, but they could
deduct 24 per cent, from that, so that two
vears after the passing of the Act there
would be £220,000.

That was- provided tlve disease wn> a*
prevalent as to-day. Provision was made
in the Bill that,if it wa? found by actuar.al
calculation that the -disease had diminish-
ed and that not so many claims were com
ine forward, then the amount would be re-
duced in proportion. They would be re-
duced on the law of averages. They would
not say to one particular mine that they

would have to pay less. The reduction
was ma<le in proportion to the number of
white workers underground. Now as to

the benefits. <The white miner would get,
if ho was in the first stage of the disease—
that was to say, if he was not totally in-
capacitated for his work-£8 per month for
twelve months. The object of this £109
being given to him was for fhe purpose of
enabling him to look-out for some other
employment. They had it that, a man
who left the atmosphere of the mines and
went to some other part of the world—it
the disease was in an advanced stage re-
covery was out of the question—and if the
men lived healthv lives, and were careful
of their health generally, there was no
reason whv thev should not continue to'be
useful citizens for a great many years. Then
they had the second class of miners: the
man who was seriously affected by this'dis-
ease' whoso life, on the average, was onlv
from eighteen months to-two years. And
according to the conditions which prevailed-
on the Rand they were of a comparatively
young age, and the average life of a man
in tho mines, underground, was about ten
or twelve voars. They proposed to give
to the men in that class, or his dependants,
an amount of £8 per month, not to ex-
ceod £400 in all. The Senate would see
that, supposing 1,000 men came out during
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[ Senator WHITESIDE said that he w.v
not going- to appeal to sentiment, throi’
stones, or 'make recriminations, but he was
pleased to hear an acknowledgment f.ro-n
the .Minister, and probably on behalf pt
the Government, that they recognised that
that question of miners' plit”*513 had been
before the country and Parliament for
some considerable time. They h&d been#
accustomed to hear and read that there* had.
been a considerable amount of ignorance
existing, both on the part of the Govern-
ment and the country, on that question, ami
k was satisfactory, even at that late staire
to hear that these statements which had
been made were not altogether correct.
He regretted that the Government had
taken the particular line which they had
in that direction, because it had been ad-
mitted in manv speeches of members of the
Government that that question of miners -
phthisis wVAW be dealt with in the first
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"Tne party desires to have attention particularly drawn to tne statements published
by Mr Tom Mathews in reply to Sir George Farrar, Mr J.G. Hamilton and otners who
have disputed the veracity ana the authority of Mr ~3%m Mann. Mr Mathews challenges

Sir George to prove that Mr Mann"s figures, takcen from a Home Office report, are

incorrect. Tne average wording life of the miner who starts yoong on these Fields

is under seven years; and the Home Office"s statement, when published, was not denied

by ~ir George Farrar. This has been admitted by officials of the great, groups,

by health autnonties, ana others in a position of know, who themselves have picked

up Figures until their logic is overwhelming.
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The mininf p#opie in general are jm
teetlng their ignorance u loudly u m , vl
Wbr~M ktsL" Wh«t bar. wul* J
jonr brother"” »h«y arwwer*”™ d,
not know; we arv not our brother¥
keeper.  Now, thi. aiuver * uotru./cL
tnmijij people did know quita well /7 *

M "Hard, whit#., they Irat,r R™ferf],
"fi ui yeara »fo what tha atate of af-
fair* waa from the evidence 4ng rfp<wt ~
fil *orAer ~thi*ii CoznauMjoii ©E£~bou*~
1003,

*
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A* regard* uuti#, tnucn niul'e import*
ant infonnitioo than that contained la
the r@P«<£of the ReguUtiowa Commieaioa
=1 oontainBt in' the Natrr* <("ir»' Ra«
port, and in their own report— ot
lie Chamber of Mine*. Tha afitung
booMa bar* large org&aiaationa for otiliwrU
ing intalligenee, and if tht) did nor luunr
*faat evideoM had been gir*n More tha
Regalattowa-CQfljmleeion before Joa«, IMA,
Iron their ewj inteiUgvnoa
they could h*T* got neat of it fronj tb«
Mwapapen. Tha aittinga watt public
aaj pretty fnlly reported. If in 1D ttn*
did not know aB that 1, kK*OTrn UwUy. t]
b bfcaoaa th»y did not want to do M. hi

'did not taka th» trouble,

Im Un. Tk« ka«*, * |
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three colonies. Theadvancementof themining industry means,
to repeat a trite saying, the advancement of South Africa, and'
to object to this advancement because capital reapsits”™re
of the resultant benefits is a view which severely reilects on
the intelligence of its supporters, a view which happily has
become largely discredited in South Africa in recent years.
The Chinese, by expanding the mining industry and conse-
quently rad® marke® through the sub-continent, have
taugh s a sound lesson in this direction, and there is no
questi my that informed opinion in South Africa no~varmly
supports all fair and legitimate measures calcul jteqttNid-
vance the mining industry.
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A more important device for stabilizing working costs was to
seek favourable policies from the government. Through the Chamber cr
nines and through the press which they controlled, the mine owners
stressed from the beginning that the welfare of the state was de-
pendent upon the health of the gold industry. More subtle was their
effort to make the demands of the industry as a whole coincide with
the needs of its weakest producers. The Randlords enjoyed considerable
success inthBirefforts to promote the notion that the welfare of. the
entire inggstry was }o be measured by the profitability or not of the
low grade mines. 12 Whenever the profitability of of the low grade
producers seemed to be threetened, mining spokesmen would trumpet that

the whole industry was in crisis. At such moments — and they tended

ft*-*-ifCV



to be frequent — the claim was usually also made that the prosperity

and stability of Transvaal society was at stake: galloping unemploy-

in the white community and falling govern-
ment revenues — this was the spectre which was heldjjp as the
evitable consequence of the failure to recue the

ment and social instability
in-
low grade mines. The

effect of such propsganda was to identify the welfare of the industry

and of the society as a whole with the maximization of output. Steady

expansion usually involved mining ores of lower grade, and this in

turn required lower costs
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| take it that HuMiomplimeiit you Imve "paid
me personally is also a coinnliment to that
section of applied scienctT/vrtficTi'Mts not directly
connected with our paramount industry»suinin<'.
I say directly advisedly, but indirectly emjftoTe
of us is dependent on that great industry : | go
further, and maintain that not only we, as
Transvaalers, but the whole of South Africa
including even the Portuguese province is in
precisely the same position.
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j But it IE impossible to estimate the extent of that
I exodus, and accurate data by which to interpret
present conditions do not exist. SunposititLs
argi ments on such a matter are of little value
it it probable, however, that while the irejrai
Joca death rate from disease amongst the mining
com iunity (including surface workers and
neglecting those who leave the country to die
elsewhere) is at present not really much higher
than amongst other white males at the .same
ages, the local death rate from phthisis alone is
amongst the former at lea>t nve times as high as
in the latter, while the rati for non-respiratorv
diseases is decidedly lower. When, however, we
remember that the majority of the deaths from
phthisis occurs amongst a comparatively small
section of the mining community, namely, the
rock-drill miners, it is dear that the ratio of 5 to
1 by no means represents the actual disproportion
in their particular case. This broad state-
ment is the only one which the available data
permit us to draw, and it quite harmonises with
"ehit is known regarding the rates of mortality
in (ther mining communities.

i at this statement does not take into aecolit
the drift of disabled men oversea from this Cololv,
and in estimating ihe influence of local conditions
on the health of the mining population, we must
make allowance for this factor. The necessity
for doing so arises from the peculiarity of the Hand
as a newly settle.! community. In older mining
centres, such as Cornwall, if a man drops out of
work disabled, he does not, in the great majority
of instances, leave the district. H* lives on and
ills there, and his death is recorded as that of a
W xer ilnfl 's placed against the mining population.
Here this is not the case—-i large number of our
disabled men leave the country, and sooner or
liter die in other parts of the world.
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between 2D mid tir>years of age a disease denlh-ralc of liJ.ti. The average age al~
deatli ot miners dying of phthisis on the Hand was "W. He would like to point
out, with reference to deaths of Transvaal miners in Cornwall and elsewhere
abroad, /lint in the Itedruth district of Cornwall during I1U07 there had been
* <laflS» of rock drill men who had never worked lock drills elsewhere than in
the lij/iisviial. There would therefore lie fully Il) such deaths, probably more in
"t fy B <WI'r '«"* "mpre of i» the mining districts of the North
ot I'iinland and elsewhere. Some no doubt died in (‘ape Colony, Australia and
America, it would thus appear that at least one-third and probably a greater
proportion ot disabled Hand miners left (lie countrv and died elsewhere Rock
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But it is impossible to estimate the extent of that
exodus, and accurate data by which to interpret
present conditions do not exist. Suppositit: :kIs
I arguments on such a matter are of little va ue.
11t is probable, however, that while the geniral
Ilocal death rate fmm disease amongst the mining
community (including surface workers and
neglecting those who leave the country to die
elsewhere) is at present not really much higher
than amongst other white males at the sumo
ages, the local death rate from phthisis alone is
amongst the former at lea~t five times as high as
in the latter, while the rats for non-respiratory
diseases is decidedly lower. When, however, we
remember that the majority of the deaths from
phthisis occurs amongst a comparatively small
section of the mining community, namely, the
rock-drill miners, it is clear that the ratio of 5 to
1 by no means represents the actual disproportion
in their particular case. This broad state-
\ ment is the only one which the available data
| permit us to draw, and it quite harmonises with
whit is known regarding the rates of mortality
i in (Jthcr mining communities,
j *nt this statement does not ta'ke into accot it
thojdrift of disabled men oversea from this Coloi v,
i and in estimating the influence of local conditions
; on the health of the mining population, we must
make allowance for this factor. The necessity
for doing so arises from the peculiarity of the Rand
as a newly settled community. In older mining
centres, such as Cornwall, if a man drops ouc of
work disabled, he does not, in the great majority
of instances, leave the district, lillives on and
dfcs there, and his death is recorded as that of a
nliner and is placed against the mining populat.on.
Here this is not the case— a large number of out-
disabled men leave the country, and sooner or
later die in other parts of the world.
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Bat it is impossible to estimate the extent (if that
exodus, and accurate data by which to interpret
present conditions do not exist. Sunposiritijius
arguments on such a matter are of little value.
It is probable, however, that while the genjrid
local death rate from disease amongst the mining
community (including surface workers and
neglecting those who leave the country to die
elsewhere) is at present not really much higher
than amongst other white males at the same
ages, the local death rate from phthisis alone is
amongst the former at least five times as high as
in the latter, while the rate for non-respiratory
diseases is decidedly lower. Vhen, however, we
remember that the majority of the deaths from
phthisis occurs amongst a comparatively small
section of the mining community, namely, the
rock-drill miners, it is clear that the ratio of 5 to
1 by no means represent-; the actual disproportion
in their particular case. This broad state-
ment is the only one which the available data
permit us to draw, and it quite harmonises with
wht t is known regarding the rates of mortéhty
in f :her mining communities,

1 tit this statement does not ta’,<e 'into accl@Ul t
the iriftof disabled men oversea from this Cofﬂ
and in estimating the influence of local conditul f(G
on the health of the mining population, we must
make allowance for this factor. The necessity
for doing so arises from the peculiarity of the Hand
as a newly settled community. In older mining
centres, such as Cornwall, if a man drops ouc of
work disabled, he does not, in the great majority
of instances, leave the district. Ho lives on and

later die in other parts of the world.
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21,118!>. What is the town you live in in UumIK*i%

Li>nl. Is it in Dulton or whore P—Bijjring is my
aihVss It is in |lio ccnlre of the CihwtW district.

1« it @i fact (hat a number r>f mSuwho have

got phulkis come hack there from other canaries ?—

That is so \y*

-1.21"1. \Where do Uh>vcome from ?— Johannesburg,
South Africa.

211»1¥2. | think the* com panies there give Ihoin a

Finn of money In last fora, while. ami send them homo?
- “oh. njt to within tin- last year or two nntultors oamo
look again prol.i(bly slightly :ir,.eted. ami work in
.rdinnry mines, ;iml in (hi* course of a few months
orlaolm»>IVayear as lhe case may Iu\ phthisis dcvoop. d
ami they very readily sucoumlicd |0 it.

212 Always in searching out cases of niinorH"

I'hthisis in Kurland one ought to ho careful to distin-
guished thost* cases which have really come from aim Mil
lsuppose? - Undoubtedly (hat is so. Until recently, of
course, wo did not know what was the matter with
them-- until this hist year or two. Now of course
.vises havo so seriously developed that they can he at
once detected, and within the lost yoar or.so the Govern- A~ - 1
niont of South Africa or the mining people, | hoar, are L ~u \
granting sums of money up to |[IM/.nmlclearing them out 1 A
ol the country. The result is that comparatively young a
men arc coming in the last stage of miners'phthisis and
iu i fewjw m Uisorjei-haps a few
out"e]y. and Ih-jl'iflv sending them home in hatches
from 12 up I.. 20 in the sain ®sleumer.

211111 'I'o he cared for mid healed hy Kngiand ?
T.* he cared for and healed ly Knglaud. They have no
money and they will lie kept at the expense of their
friends while they are there.
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Mr. Morgan: There is no doubt that the
-ilt,atl_~ rate from miners’ plfclysis is very
extensive, and one only needs to \vorisstn a mine
to realise this. .Many of the white miners leave
this country to die at home ; they go four and
five at a time, all of tirem knowing that they have
not long to live. This matter has caused me to
give a great deal of attention to the question of
a remedy, and | believe | can present to the
community a respirator 'which will prove effectual,
at all events, there are over a hundred practical
men who recommend it.

Jhe speaker tiere exhibited and explained
a sample of his invention, [ 11’\ lie
hoj~at-fc~iave 100' sent out from England
shortly.
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- few monthsTiack a Cnrmsr-

published a statement, made by one of the
Redruth parish overseers, that sometKn<; like
£=>per cent, of the people chargeable on tnW ittcs
of the parish were the relatives of men who liad
diel of phthisis contracted on the Hand mines.
An* every mining village throughout the world
thaj; sends its quota of miners to the Rand has
somethins: of the same tale to tell. OlIld, middle-
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Enclosure |I.
Statem ent Showing Average Number of 3l«f Ej*lovbd
ON THE MINES OF THE WITWATERSRAM) ARB y on A
Percentage Basis.
(1lu"se figures. are based on the figures sh ., jll
Anpnexyfe B attached {g Statistics fQir' Hie Bxnth of
Febnjffry, 1907, issued by the Mines Department, Transvaal )

@ ccaypation or FETEESHTAGE 0T €otE
. trade. EMPLOYED.
Mine—
Shift bosses 1-841
Timbermen .. 4 989
Pipemcn 208
Platelayers .. =809
Banksmen and onsetters 3 .054
Shovellers and trammers 5.063
Pumpmen 897
Mine samplers 1381
Machine men. stopino- 9 385
developing £ 324
Hand men, stoplng_ 10 -279)
~»  developing 1 902
Enyine-cirivers, underground >34
surface haulinjr 4 =039
. compressors -903
Sklpn«n_ w479
Apprentices .e60
Other mine employees not classified 3 .209

37 -200



4 tassri

Mill—
Foremen n406
amalgamators 1-982 \
< assistants 1-421)
Mill greasers 243
,» engine-drivers' 1 103
Engine greasers 202
Vannermen 135
Apprentices «200
Tube-mill men <512
Other mill hands not classified .. <175
Cyanide Works—
Foremen 2110
Cyaniders 2 030
Fillers and dischargers 937
Apprentices 572
Slimesmen «41S
Other cyanide hands not classified «290
11 023
Workshops— =
Foremen 1-004
Fitters (i *553
Riggers «810
Handymen .. <608
Boilersmiths 19
Plumbers m229
Shop enginemen m033
Moulders 135
Painters 40(5
Masons 1-200
Carpenters 4 113
Smiths 1-895
Drill sharpeners 2.724
Electricians 1-350
Apprentices 1-SOT
Other workshop hands not classified m240
25-149
Sundry Surface Hen—
Overseers and crusher men 1-140
Sorters
Extractors
Trammers <310
Diamond drillers
Weighbridge men <033
Pump station men 330
Firemen 1-584
Police 850
Mechanical haulage drivers «149
Locomotive engine-drivers 250
Unskilled labourers 465
Other sundry employees not classified 1-517
6-62;

Gkand Total 100 -000
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-1,)81). What is (In* (own you live ill in Cumber-
land. Is it iu Dalton or where?— Bigrigg is my
address. It is in fl»>> renin* of IIn* Cleatnr district

11l 1K it a fact tliat a Ulmtht <f WHM wine VO
got [»lilliisis come hack fefe fnun other countries ?—
That is mo.

-1.2M 1. W hereilo they conn* from ?— JolHinnoshurg,
South Africa.

2MW2. | think 1li¢ companies there give them a
sum of money f» last fura while, and send them home?
- ~es. up to within tin- last yearortw o uumhers came
hark again prnhahly slightly affected. and gnt work in
tin* ordinary mines, and in tin- eotirse «fa few mouths
orprohalily ayear, as Iliecase may hr. phtimhih devoopid
and they very readily Mlccumliwd In it.

Always in sejuvhing out eases f miners’
phthisis in Kngland »m* ought to be eareful In distin-
guished those eases whirh iiave really come from uhroad.
1suppose? -Undoubtedly that is no. Untilrecently, of
course, we did not kimw what was the matter with
them until this last year or tun Now nf Course
eases have s.. seriously developed that they can heat
once detected. iiinl within tli-last year orso the (Jovern
ment ot South Africa or the mining people, | hear, are
granting sums nfmoney up t» t0O/.and clearing them out
of the country, ‘lie* result is that comparatively young
men arc coming in the laststage of miners’'phthisis and
iua few months or perhaps a few weeks they succumb
entirely, and they are sending them Koine in hatches
from 12 up to -Jo in IIn- suu msteamer

iilJWt. To he eared for and In*aled hy Kiigland P—
‘J’'0 he cared for and healed by England. They have 110
money and they will I,- kept at the expense of their
friends while they are then-.

‘H oelU
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