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Members of Parliament Invited
JOHANNESBURG.— This week-end people’s representatives from all corners of the 

country are taking the roads that lead to the Freedom Assembly of the Congress of the 
People. This holds every promise of being the greatest conference that South Africans of 
any generation have ever seen.

THE CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE HAS BEEN A YEAR IN  THE 
MAKING. IT IS THE CULMINATION OF A YEAR’S CLOSE 
CAMPAIGNING BY THE FOUR BODIES THAT HAVE COME TO 
BE KNOWN AS THE CONGRESS MOVEMENT: THE AFRICAN  
NATIONAL CONGRESS, THE SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN CON
GRESS, THE S.A. COLOURED PEOPLE’S ORGANISATION A ND  
THE S.A. CONGRESS OF DEMOCRATS.

From these bodies, meeting together, went out that simple call, “Let 
us speak together of. Freedom,” .that called people to countless meetings 
to speak of the changes they want in life to make them free. For months 
now the demands have been flooding in to C.O.P. headquarters, on sheets 
torn from school exercise books, on little dog-eared scraps of paper, on 
slips tom from C.O.P. leaflets.

All these demands have now been 
collected together and fram ed in the 
draft charter to be put before the 
thousands of delegates who will 
meet in the open at Kliptown this 
Saturday and Sunday. Then for the 
first tim e South Africa will have in 
its freedom charter a real statement 
of the hopes and aims of the ordi
nary people, which will inspire the 
freedom struggle; and lead all fight
ers for freedom together, in harmony 
and common purpose which rises 
above the barriers of race.

•  Invitations have been sertt to 
M.P.s, M.P.C.s, political and church 
leaders and democratic public lead
ers to attend the assembly and watch 
its proceedings, certain to  be a most 
striking contrast to the proceedings 
of Parliam ent and restrictive organs 
of government.
•  This week Johannesburg and Reef 
volunteers are at work mobilising 
the public to attend the assembly, 
whose proceedings will be held 
throughout in public.

(Continued on page 8)

PRIME MINISTER OF 
CHINA’S MESSAGE TO 
CONGRESS OF PEOPLE

On Trial for Teaching Children
JOHANNESBURG.—In the first-ever prosecution 

under the Bantu Education Act, Genniston parents 
crowded out the Magistrate’s Court during the trial 
last week of five for conducting an unregistered 
school.

The five were arrested on May 3.
They are charged with teaching 300 young African 

Children between the ages of seven and 14, without 
registering their school under the Act and obtaining 
permission from  the Minister.

Exhibits in the courtroojn during the hearing were 
blackboards, their simple lessons still chalked on 
them, piles of children’s exercise books and standard 
school text-books.

Two police officers and an inspector of Bantu 
' schools gave evidence for t^e Crown. police

described to the court how they had seen young 
children sitting on benches before blackboards, on 
which lessons were chalked in English, Afrikaans and 
vernacular, and that the five accused were in the 
various classes.

The five had been warned that they were being 
arrested, and had been taken to  the police station.

This case was adjourned after the first day’s hear
ing, and will be continued on July 1.

“IT SEEMS LIKE AN UGLY DREAM, DOES 
IT NOT,” ONE PARENT COMMENTED TO NEW  
AGE WHEN THE TRIAL OF THE FIVE AD
JOURNED. “THOSE WHO TRY TO TEACH 
SMALL CHILDREN THEIR A B C  A ND  THEIR 
SUMS ARE BROUGHT TO COURT AS CRIM» 
INALS, THAT IS BANTU EDUCATION!”

“ We Support Your Just S t rugg leSays  
Leader of Six Hundred Million

“( ) N  behalf of the Chinese people, I warmly greet the convocation of the Congress of the 
People, and wish that the Congress will achieve new success in uniting the people of 

different origins and ail sections in South Africa to oppose racial discrimination and to win 
freedom and democratic rights,” says a message to the Congress of the People from the 
Prime Minister of People’s China, leader of 600 million people, about one-quarter of the 

world’s population.
“The Asian-African Conference has solemnly condemned 

colonialism and racial discrimination.
“The Chinese people, together with the peoples of- other Asian and 

A -'ican  countries and (he people of the whole world, will continue to  
sCueftic waged b y tfw people of South Africa ,--C hon

Piai concludes.
AMONG OTHER EARLY MES

SAGES ARE THESE:
•  From the Eenheidsvakcenjrale,

Holland. (The Dutch "United 
Council of Trade Unions.)

The Dutch workers and all res
pectable Dutchmen are greatly in
dignant at the fascist discriminatory 
measures taken by the South African 
Government, particularly in recent 
times. The Dutch people have always 
felt great dissatisfaction against 
fascist “race theories.” . . . We fol
low with great respect the courageous 
fight of the South African people 
for freedom and justice and against 
fascism and racism.

We are convinced that the 
Charter and the fight for its reali
sation will be a contribution in 
establishing unity, the principal 
condition for success in the fight 
for freedom, equality of rights 
and a life in accordance with 
human dignity for all workers 
lo n g  live the fight of the South 
African people! Long live the 
friendship between the South 
African and Dutch peoples!

•  From British Guiana People’s 
Progressive Party.

We send our sincere greetings to 
the assembly of representatives of 
the peoples of South A frica who are 
attending the historic Congress of 
the People. We await with the deep
est interest the results of your meet
ing and realise the significance of 
the drawing up of a freedom charter. 
The people of British Guiana have 
for years been watching the South 
African situation with intense in
terest. Your sorrows have been our 
sorrows — your achievements have 
inspired our people. Our fraternal 
greetings to your people. Success 
for the Freedom Charter! Long 
live the movements to end colonial 
domination and misery. — Janet 
Jagan, People’s Progressive Party.

•  From the World Federation of 
Trade Union*.

The W.F.T.U. is deeply con
cerned at the increasing restric
tions on trade union and demo

cratic rights in South Africa and 
has repeatedly undertaken actions 
of protest against such restrictions 
and of solidarity with the workers 
fighting against them.
The W .F.T.U. sends the Congress 

of the People its best wishes for 
success in its efforts to unite the 
South African p'eople in struggle 
agaiiist anti-trade union and anti
democratic laws, against race dis
crimination and 'for the advancement 
of the standard of life of the people.
•  From the World Federation of 

Democratic Youth.
In the name of 86 million youth 

we send warm fraternal greetings to 
your Congress and wish you every 
success in your struggle for peace, 
freedom, people’s rights and a hap
pier life.
•  From the All-China Federation of

Democratic Youth.
On the occasion of your Congress, 

on behalf of the Chinese youth, we 
extend our warmest greetings. The 
Chinese youth deeply sympathise 
with your struggle against racial dis
crim ination and national oppression. 
We wish the South African people 
further success in the struggle to 
defend world peace for democracy, 
freedom and rights.
•  From the President of the Indian

National Congress, New Delhi.
THIS UNITED EFFORT ON 

THE PART OF THE OPPRESSED 
IS REALLY PRAISEWORTHY 
AND WE ARE SURE WILL 
B R I N G  YOUR PEACEFUL 
STRUGGLE FOR DEMOCRATIC 
RIGHTS TO A SUCCESSFUL END  
VERY SOON. YOU ARE AWARE 
THAT THE PEOPLE AND  
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ARE 
FIRMLY OPPOSED TO THE 
DISCRIMINATORY P O L I C Y  
FOLLOWED BY THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT. WE 
BELIEVE STRONGLY THAT 
THIS TYPE OF THING CANNOT 
CONTINUE FOR LONG IN  THIS 
MODERN D E M O C R A T I C  
WORLD. WE EXTEND OUR 
MORAL SUPPORT TO YOU AND  
WISH YOU ALL SUCCESS,
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N E W  ACE

LETTER BOX
Women’s Federation

—Some Criticism
I was happy to  see the women 

Who attended a meeting in Johan
nesburg a while ago to talk of the 
fight for freedom. It gives me joy 
to see women taking up the fight 
alongside their men.

I, too, was a t this meeting of 
the Federation of South African 
Women, and so I have a right to 
speak my thoughts.

Y ou are proud of the demands 
made by this’federation—of this I 
am sure, for you put them down 
in much detail. But I am ashamed 
of them.

Ashamed because I think they 
show that we are still thinking 
like slaves. Let me prove this.

I t is said, “We demand better 
shopping facilities, particularly in 
the N on-European townships.”

This is a disgrace, for it means 
we still accept the idea of Non- 
European townships! F or me, 
freedom means the right to live 
where I like, and not the right to 
live in improved “Native or C ol
oured” locations.

Point 2 makes me even more 
angry. “We demand m ore and 
better land for the reserves.” This 
is a tragedy tha t people should 
still accept the idea of reserves. 
We should know by now tha t the 
reserves are the very backbone of 
apartheid—that by creating re
serves the rulers have taken away 
the people’s land and so- forced 
them to work for pennies and 
tickeys to make them (the rulers) 
rich. "  * ~

It is wrong to say “we want 
bigger and better reserves” and in 
the same breath call for the aboli
tion of the migratory labour sys
tem. W hen we achieve the aboli
tion of cheap labour we will have 
to be strong enough to  achieve 
full freedom, for the present-day 
police state is built on the back 
of cheap labour. And we an, still 
thinking with slave minds if we 
ask for better reserves.

There are  many right things in 
the demands that were set out, but 
as I  have said, there were bad 
things, too. Perhaps this confusion 
comes because we are never en
couraged to criticise what our 
leaders tell us.

I would ask you not to print my 
name o r address, as I am a 
teacher and there is no freedom of 
speech for me!

TEACHER.
Orlando-W hite City,

Johannesburg.

Wailing Impatiently
We, to this" day, were waiting 

im patiently for news from you 
in connection w ith the J.N.A. 
(Junior New Age). Have you 
had any approvals from  any
body yet?

Please could you let us know 
soon in spite of the fact that 
you are a busy man? We would 
be extremely grateful.

BARBARA HARM EL 
and

TONY BERNSTEIN. 
Johannesburg.

Well, Barbara and Tony, we 
really have been hunting high 
and low for someone clever 
enough to write a regular 
column for the Juniors, but 
everyone is too shy. Why not 
ask one of your fathers or 
mothers to have a shot at it?— 
Editor.

Boksburg Blot
Another black spot has been 

built a t Stirtonville by the Boks
burg Town Council for Africans. 
The place is called Galeview. It 
is rightly called Galeview, as one 
can view a gale from  any angle 
when inside its municipal stone 
houses, which leak when it rains 
and with unnecessary ventilation 
in all weathers.

The houses have no ceilings 
inside, and there are no street 
lights outside. I t is difficult to find 
your house after sunset, and when 
you do find i t  at last you find the 
weather is as bad inside as it is 
outside. To crown all, the rent is 
£2 10s. for people earning £2 5s. 
per week.

If you are unfortunate enough 
to live in the place you will find 
your health becoming poorer and 
poorer as you pay more and more 
rent, because the houses resemble 
ice chests in winter and ovens in 
summer.

Tsotsis like the place for their 
nefarious deeds, as there are 
plenty of hide-outs on account of 
the absence of street lights.

The Council finds it unneces
sary to grant an increase in the 
number of A frican taxis, which at 
present are five serving a popula
tion of 12,000 Africans. Imagine 
waiting for a taxi on a  cold or 
rainy day. One wonders what 
transport will be like when Boks
burg has a new Meadowlands. 
which is to be built 11 miles away 
Irom The oTd city of Boksburg.

The Advisory Board of the 
place has failed to  make the 
Council understand these griev
ances, and its members are told by 
officials not to waste time gossip
ing. K. B. NOBADULA. 
Advisory Board member, 

Stirtonville.
* * *

Didn't Know Answers
Recently we had a meeting in 

Kliptown with the Native Com
missioner of Johannesburg. His 
aim was that a t the end of the 
month 150 people are going to be 
moved from Kliptown to the new 
shelters near M oroka Township.

Representatives of the Kliptown 
Vigilance Committee asked him 
many questions which the Com 
missioner did not know how to 
answer. The Vigilance Committee 
refused point blank to let our 
people go to the shelters, because 
a person cannot be taken from a 
home to shelters.

An old woman asked why the 
Government does not allow her 
18-year-old child to live with his 
parents. “G od gives it to me. How 
can I throw my blood away?” The 
Commissioner also failed to 
answer.

I call on the people of K lip
town, of the African N ational 
Congress, Vigilance Committees 
and Indians, all residents, not to 
sell stands to the Government.

We are going to fight tooth and 
nail to go to live in better houses 
■—not to shelters where our chil
dren will die of bad health.

D. CH A N IN G A  KAUNDA. 
A.N.C., Kliptown.

* * *

Good Wishes
We members of the Youth 

•League, Veeplaats, wish to extend 
our thanks to New Age. We hope 
that your paper will have more 
and more succesS We send our 
greetings to those in Benoni who 
have been already in action to 
boycott Verwoerd schools.

Z. R. STEMELE. 
Port Elizabeth.

Attack on Women
Early this month 1,000 women 

led by the Congress’s W omen’s 
League, organised a procession 
to go and see the D istrict 
Native Commissioner, Ndola.

The women had two grie
vances to present to the D istrict 
Commissioner:—

1. From  tim e immemorial 
women used to cut wood for 
fuel. We, in the Federation, 
don’t use coal. I t  is a scarce 
commodity. From  wood char
coal, women obtained a lit,tle 
money .by selling at the market 
to supplement the meagre wages 
of their husbands.

2. O ur women used to brew 
beer both for sale and drink
ing. This was also a source of 
income for the poverty-stricken 
families. .

Now the N dola M unicipa
lity has prohibited all this. 
The women wanted to  a ir their 
views by going to the author
ity. Instead of being welcomed 
peacefully — they were greeted 
by tear gas and baton charge. 
The traffic was jammed as the 
women scattered all over scream
ing. Ten women lay uncon
scious overcome by gas. The 
women were chased by the 
police, armed, for a mile.

After that the police marched 
into the compound, singing, 
“T ina Ngwenyama”—“We are 
wild beasts.” They were really 
brutes on that day.

NEPHAS TEMBO. 
Ndola, N. Rhodesia.

EDITORIAL

Apartheid's Bod; ?
Recently a group of youth 

toured N atal. After having met 
Chief L uthuli they composed a 
song which would help inspire us 
to the Congress of the People.

May I suggest to readers that 
by composing _ songs o f— tb.C- 
struggle we would carry the mes
sage of the Congress of the People 
sooner than ever.

The Congress of the People 
(To be sung to  the tune of 

“" ‘John Brown’s Body”)
Chief Luthuli has a 50,000 men 

(Repeat thrice)
And we will rally more.
Chorus

Forward, forward, on to free
dom

(Repeat thrice)
Mayibuye Afrika!

The Congress of the People will 
triumph eventually

(Repeat thrice)
As the wheel goes rolling on. 
Chorus

Freedom is our goal, and we 
are sure to win

(Repeat thrice)
Under the flag of Afrika. 

Chorus
Let us speak together of free

dom.
PETER EDWARDS. 

Fordsburg, Johannesburg.

Africans, Unite!
Africans, unite!
The tree is high that must be 

scaled;
The sea is wide that must be 

sailed;
Yet our freedom is not far 
If only we unite.

D.T.M. 
Sophiatown, Johannesburg.

Beyond Their Standard
I was very glad to read that 

Mr. Sam Kahn won his appeal.
Over 100 men are sitting in 

Parliam ent making laws and yet 
they keep on making thepi 
wrongly!

It is plain that the Government 
prohibited Sam Kahn from staying 
in Parliam ent because his brain is 
beyond the standard of this Parlia
ment of South Africa.

ALFRED  YOBOLOLO. 
Cape Province.

NEW  
AGE 

SALUTES 
THE

CONGRESS OF THE 
PEOPLE

^H IS week-end, the great Congress of the
People is meeting at Kliptown, Johannes

burg. Although the Parliamentary politicians 
and their kept Press have attempted to black 
out all news of the C o n g r e s s ,  the elected 
representatives of the common people are 
gathering together in their thousands to dis
cuss their problems and grievances, an^t^^^J  
draw up the Freedom Charter incorporating 
their demands for a better life for all South 
Africans, irrespective of race, creed or colour.

The delegates to the C.O.P. have a great 
responsibility and a great mission to-fulfil. 
Millions of their fellow-men and women, not 
only in this country but also abroad, look to * 
the C.O.P. to produce the vision of a new 
South Africa, free from inequalities, race 
hatred and violence, as an answer to the vicious 
inhumanity of the Nationalist apartheid state.
The conference must give a clear lead to all 
South Africans who are willing to defend 
existing liberties against the offensive of the 
Government, and to join in the struggle to 
enlarge the boundaries of freedom until all 
without exception are included in its scope.

New Age salutes the Congress of the 
People and all the men and women who have 
laboured for so long to make it a success.
We wish the delegates every success in their 
deliberations and pledge to do everything in 
our power to convey the message of the con
ference to the four corners of the land — 
indeed of the whole world !

Forward to Freedom— in our lifetime!
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WORLD PEACE ASSEMBLY 
OPENS IN FINLAND

But U.S. Refuses to Let Its Citizens Go
LONDON.—Hundreds of delegates from 75 countries, including South Africa, are attend

ing the World Peace Assembly, which opened in Helsinki, Finland, this week. Hundreds 
of millions of people the world over will be looking to the Assembly to give a lead in the 
struggle to avert world war and guarantee enduring peace.

The agenda will cover three main heads:
1. Atomic weapons and disarmament;
2. Military blocs and the maintenance of bases in foreign 

countries.
3. Co-operation between nations, the independence of nations 

and the maintenance of peace.

In  view of the refusal of the 
United States G overnm ent to  grant 
passports to American citizens wish
ing to  attend the Assembly, a  num 
ber of public figures in several 
countries have written an open 
letter to  the citizens of the United 
States urging their participation in 
the fight for peace.

WORLD TORN APART
“Ten years ago the world was 

shattered,” their letter reads. “A fter 
10 years, after various stages of 
hope and disappointment, the world 
is still torn  apart.

“Each and every one of us 
knows that war is no solution 
whatsoever, and that a clash be

tween the two main military blocs 
. . . would lead to a disaster 
without solving any problems.
“ The whole of mankind yearns 

for knowledge, prosperity and 
happiness. . . . We all know that 
Americans are devoted to peace. 
We know the importance of their 
contribution in the past; we believe 
it can be decisive in the days to 
come.

“We all earnestly wish that re
presentative Americans may join 
in. If Americans were not to be 
present at Helsinki at a moment 
when the world is entering the 
path to negotiation—and maybe 
to mutual understanding —  it

MEXICAN ARTISTS BACK 
WORLD PEACE CALL

MEXICO CITY.—Mexico’s three greatest painters, David 
Siqueiros, Diego Rivera and Leopoldo Mendez, have issued an appeal 
to American artists to join them in opposing the drift to war with 
nuclear weapons.

■a - war,—tiiciT ateiement-
reads, would “destroy hu m an  be
ings” an d  “expose to  ann ih ila tion  
. . .  all th e  m onum ents of hum an  
cu ltu re  th a t  have lasted  th rough  
th e  ages,” including th e  ' “g reat 
cu ltu ra l centres and  m useum s of 
th e  U nited  S tates, A rgentina, B ra 
zil, Mexico, Colombia, P eru .”

They add: “Where an atomic or 
hydrogen bomb falls, it is not only 
the architectural and sculptural 
monuments that will perish, 
books, written music, the printed 
works of poets will be reduced to 
ashes. It is the whole treasure of 
science, technical theory, histori
cal archives, all these sources of 
human knowledge; it  is the best 
teachings of philosophy, medicine 
and law, the sum of thousands of 
years of human experience and 
work; it is this treasure of beauty 
which strengthens the highest 
emotions that will disappear.”

T he th ree  a rtis ts  call upon th e  
a rtis ts  of th e  A m ericas to play  a  
leading role in  th e  “struggle 
against th e  forces th a t  would des
troy  hum an  cultu re ,” and  to  jo in  
them  in  signing th e  V ienna A p
peal calling fo r th e  destruction  of 
atom ic weapons.

A t th e  recen t M exican N ational 
Assembly for Peace and  Security, 
R osaura R evueltas, th e  s ta r  of th e  
film  “S a lt of th e  E a rth ,” tqok a 
leading part.

“T here  are  m illions of people 
who w an t peace b u t who th in k  it  
is useless to  do any th ing ,” she 
said. “T h is is w here our work 
lies, in  every corner of th e  world. 
W e m ust organise those who are 
afraid , aw aken th e  sleepers and  
s tim ulate  th e  pessim ists.”

T he assem bly m ade p lans for 
Mexico’s partic ipa tion  in  th e  
W orld Assembly for Peace to  take 
place in  Helsinki. I t  was decided 
th a t  tw enty  delegates would be 
sen t from  Mexico.

O thers who took p a r t in  th e

-Assetairiy-inoluded  Vinee ir te -L e ia - 
bardo Toledano, p residen t of th e  
C onfederation of L a tin  A m erican 
W orkers, and  th e  p a in te r Miguel 
C orvarrubias. G eneral Lazaro C ar
denas; form er P res iden t of M exi
co, sen t a  message of support.

NEHRU RECEIVES 
* KOTANE AND 

CACHALIA
NEW DELHI.

The South African representa
tives at the Bandung Asian- 
African Conference, Mr. Moses 
Kotane and Maulvi Cachalia, 
had an interview with the Indian 
Premier, Mr. Nehru, when they 
passed through New Delhi re
cently.

Mr. Kotane said afterwards he 
had been deeply impressed by a 
speech he had heard Mr. Nehru 
make in New Delhi.

“Mr. Nehru spoke with intense 
emotion in condemning the “bar
barity and tyranny of the South 
African Government,” said Mr. 
Kotane.

“We were received by him 
and treated with the greatest 
courtesy and understanding. It is 
clear to me that India, far from 
restricting its interest to the fate 
of South Africa’s Indian popula
tion, is deeply concerned about 
the position of all victims of the. 
Government of South Africa.”

CHINA’S first N ational People's 
Congress of the People’s Republic 
will hold its second session in July 
to discuss and adopt China’s first 
five-year plan for developing the 
national economy. O ther items for 
the session will be the examination 
and approval of the 1954 financial 
report and 1955 state budget and 
the enactment o f the conscription 
law of the People’s Republic of 
China.

would be a great disappointment 
for all men of goodwill, for it 
would be very regrettable for a 
great people not to be represented 
at such an important assembly.

FIND THE WAY
“By a free and thorough discus

sion we must find the ways and 
means towards world peace.”

Signatories to the letter include 
Mr. Edouard Herriot, H onorary 
President of the French N ational 
Assembly; Mr. Frederic Joliot- 
Curie (France); Mrs. Rameshwari 
Nehru (India); Mrs. Soong Ching- 
ling (M adame Sun Yat-sen) 
(China); Professor J. D. Bernal, 
F.R.S. (Britain); Mr. George Bran- 
ting (Sweden); Mr. Josue de Castro, 
M.P. (Brazil); ' Mr. Alexander 
Fadeyev (U.S.S.R.); Mr. Akira 
Kazami (Japan); Mr. Oscar Lange 
(Poland); Mr. Pietro Nenni (Italy); 
and the Rev. M artin Niemoller 
(Germany).

60,000 W om en  
Can’t Be W rong

BRISTOL.
Representatives of 60,000 women 

Co-operators at their annual con
gress here asked the Labour Party 
to reconsider its decision on German 
rearmament.

This request was carried as an 
addendum to a  motion, passed with 
only one vote against, pledging the 
Women's Co-operative Guild to 
work for peace.

The resolution declared that the' 
rearm am ent of West Germ any would 
divide Germ any and Europe and 
constituted a grave threat to world 
peace.

It demanded that China be allowed 
to take her rightful place in the 
United Nations.

SEBATA-KGOMO is the new
peasant organisation established re
cently in the Transvaal, after a  con
ference to which delegates repre
senting farm  squatters and from 
trust and tribal lands came. The 
new organisation’s programme de
mands land for the landless, the 
right of all to  possess unlimited 
cattle without the interference of 
culling regulations, the abolition of 
the period of unpaid service which 
squatters must give to  farmers, 
among other demands.

United Nations Report:

Living Standards Rising 
In People’s Democracies

LONDON.—AN IMPROVEMENT IN LIVING STANDARDS 
IN  THE PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACIES OF EASTERN EUROPE IS 
RECORDED IN THE LATEST REPORT OF THE UNITED  
NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE.

At the end of 15154 real wages in Czechoslovakia were 20 per 
cent, higher than a year earlier, IS per cent, up in Hungary, Bul
garia and East Germany, and 12 per cent, up in Poland.

The commission adds that available information “on the de
velopment of personal consumption points to considerable gains in 
this field during the last year or so.”

In Czechoslovakia and Eastern Germany the bulk of the extra 
purchasing power in people’s pockets came from price reductions. 
In Poland increases in wages were more important than price reduc
tions, while in Hungary both factors were of about equal import
ance.

“These increases in personal incomes,” says the report, “natur
ally brought a sharp increase in retail sales.” This increased buying 
has, however, resulted in a shortage of certain kinds o f food 
mainly animal products—in the more industrialised countries, par
ticularly Czechoslovakia and East Germany.

Of the increased emphasis on heavy industry in the Soviet 
Union and East Europe, the commission says, “There is no sign 
that the gains made by consumers are to be reduced nor, indeed, 
that further increases in consumer goods production are not con
templated.”

Higher priority given to agricultural investment is being main
tained and even extended.

Since the figures on which the report is based were collected 
there have been further retail price cuts in Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Bulgaria and Rumania, smaller than last year'but resulting in still 
further increases in the real wages of the workers.

BRAZIL MILITARISTS 
PLANNING PUTSCH

NEW YORK.—A military coup is brewing in Brazil, according 
to a New York Times report from Rio de Janeiro recently.

The object of the threatened military dictatorship would be to
"torestali'  {lie O&abCT’frgleetiaB, u&tfr-migSt ulurn Hoi p r

popular coalition grouped around the followers of the late President 
Getulio Vargas.

The Tim es’ correspondent Sam  
Pope B ruw er w rote: “T he G etu- 
lista  or V argas forces are  strong 
enough w ith  th e  electorate to p re 
sen t a  serious possibility of a 
comeback in  the  O ctober 3 elec
tions? for th e  p residency .. . .

“T he possibility of a  coup by 
th e  arm ed forces is being discussed 
in Brazil as m uch as is a  possible 
change in the weather. . . .”

T he im m ediate ta rg e t of th e  
m ilitary  clique is Joao G oulart, 
36-year-old form er M inister of 
Labour, who h as been nom inated  
for vice-president by th e  B razilian 
Labour P a rty  (V argas’ old party ). 
G oulart would be th e  running- 
m ate  for Juscelino K ubitschek, 
Social D em ocratic nom inee for 
President.

Bruwer reported that the De
fence Minister, General Enrique 
Teixera Lott, “has warned politi
cians that he could not answer for 
the army’s actions” if Goulart

BRITISH CIVIL SERVANTS 
CONDEMN ALL RACIALISM

LONDON.—-A motion condemning “all manifestations o f racial 
discrimination or colour prejudice, whether by governments, employ
ers or workers,” was passed at the conference of the Civil Service . 
Clerical Association recently.

The m otion urged the Trades 
Union Council to make the position 
of the trade unions absolutely clear 
by way of a public declaration, and 
to give special attention to the prob
lems emerging in Britain from  the 
influx of workers of other races.

Proposing the motion, Mr. K. P. 
O’Donoghue (Pension Dept.) said 
the declared policy was to use all 
the power of the State to keep non- 
W hite people in subjection.

Mr. T. King (National Assistance

Dept.) said his department was the 
second (after Immigration) to  deal 
with non-W hite workers when they 
came to England from places like 
Jamaica. A lot had been stated 
about their living indefinitely on 
N ational Assistance.

“That is not borne out by the 
facts,” he declared. “We have found 
that very shortly after receiving 
assistance they go and find jobs, or 
jobs are found for them, and they 
become good citizens.”

persisted in standing.
“If  he runs,” B ruw er w ent on, 

“witl> a  good chance of becoming 
vice-president, m any  observers be
lieve m eans will be found to  sus
pend th e  election. T he only ob
vious m eans is fo r th e  m ilitary  to  
suspend th e  C onstitu tion .”

NOT ELIGIBLE
T he presen t P resident, Joao 

Cafe Filho, who took over, w ith  
A m erican approval w hen V argas 
com m itted suicide las t year, is no t 
eligible for re-election  in  term s of 
B razil’s constitution. B u t the  r e 
actionaries have no o ther suitable 
candidate in  th e  runn ing—hence 
the suggestion, they  will resort to 
force to  re ta in  th e ir  grip on the 
country.

Cafe Filho has lost popularity  
in  Brazil because of h is failu re  to 
control inflation, w hich has sent 
living costs soaring. He h as also 
lost his popularity  w ith  th e  A m eri
cans because of his failure to  hand  
over to  them  th e  rig h t to  exploit 
B razil’s oil resources.

Luis Carlos Prestes, the Brazil
ian workers’ leader, charged in  a 
recent article that the events of 
last August (when Filho came to 
power) “developed under strong 
pressure from (fascist) generals 
and other direct agents of the
II.S. Embassy, which was the act
ual headquarters for the organisa
tion and leadership of the coup 
d’etat.”

Following the  August events, 
th e  outlaw ed Com m unist P arty  
appealed to  th e  Labour P a rty  for 
a  un ited  fro n t to  defend th e  social 
gains of th e  B razilian people 
against th e  offensive of th e  re 
actionaries, and  it  is m ore th a n  
possible th a t  as th e  election ap 
proaches, such a un ited  fro n t will 
come in to  existence.
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THE REVOLT AGAINST 
P E R O N

LAST;rtoT week's news that a  "revolution"
1 against the Peron regime has broken 

out in the Argentine was not really a  sur
prise. There have been increasing signs 
that Peron was beginning to lose his firm 
grip on the nation and that powerful forces 
were building up against him.
lust as dicta (or Vargas of Brazil was brought 

down last year b> an attack on two fronts—internal 
and external—so in recent months ^ nJ “ Lj!S£ 
the laruct for a growing united front of democratic 
elements inside the country, and at the same time 
hMcome under fire from United States 
anxious lo increase their domination o fthe  bi**est 
and most important „  a*Peron built bis popularity and prestige in uk 
Artentine during and immediately after the war.

the country’ was floaiing on top of a w»veof 
. 11rd nrosocrnv. The Government during these 
years had at STdisposal currency reserves 
iated from the sale of Argenune goods » '£'*h l™ £ 
to the combatant nations, and Peron. who became

W O R L D  S T A G E  
BY SPECTATOR

President in 1946. was able L. r - - - . 
ent. benevolent dictator who was leading ft 
towards a golden future.

Sm all Concessions— Big Prom ises

The Argentine used to be traditionally a “British 
sphere of influence,” but the position of the British 
has steadily weakened in the face of American >
r _____Since the end of the war British investments
have dropped from £369 million to £31 million. U.S. 
monopoly investments, on the other hand, have in
creased at a tremendous rate—from 1,771.254,000 
pesos in 1945 to 3J74.616.000 pesos in 1952.

U.S. Steps in

would oe lonncooimg. • .......... .. .

“?a ™ "
the United States and Britain. U.S. vessels. 
bidden to C l  a. Argcntmc ̂ and L o .t^ S U £

OTtic policies of the Argentine Government.
In lb cMDa the Pcroo regime has been fascist, 

modelled on the corporate stale of Mussolini. The 
resolution which he claimed to hr bringing ibout In

meat, leather, wool, etc..
of machinery a

Stagnation

S - iT S ^ S e r ”  S .  country remained practically 
unhanged. and the m—  ff popotatfon U»e 
in ooverty as deep today as it  was 10 or 15 yean

Rich Made Richer
Under Peron. instead of land reform, the semi- 

feudal landed estates were made larger and stronger 
and the position of the peasant more i“ «™". 
Seventy-five per cent, of the country s area uiocct- 
ricd by farms over 10,00 hectares in sue. 42 per 
Sent, arc between 5.000 and 100.000 hectares m ■ex
tent The tiny handful of 0.07 per cenL of big owners 
receive 36 per cent of total farm income.

Of the peasants. •70 per cent, are tenants ana 
sharecroppers; only 30 per ccnt. own tnelr o»n 
land, and they are burdened with taxes and mort-

*T ?e favourable trading position which the Ar*'” ' 
tine enjoyed during and immediately after the war 
has since disappeared. Traditional exports of the 
Argentine are agricultural products and raw 
materials. Because of the increase >n Ac° '“ i°‘ 
imports, particularly from the U.S.. the Argentine 

^  ■ export nearly — “  ------

has
and the contrast 

in Buenos Aires and other 
i as glaring as now. 
has compelled Peron to make hb peaci 

to. For the more hi 
demanding they ba*i

Argentine. The l?.S. motor-car millionaire. Henry J. 
Kaiser, faced with superfluous car production in the 
U.S.. has signed a contract with the Argentine Gov
ernment for the manufacture of cars, lorries and 
jeeps in partnership with the Government and local 
private investors. Kaiser is to invest 10 million 
dollars in the venture, and aims to be taming out 
40,000 vehicles by the end of 1957.

In 1953, in order to attract further supplies of 
foreign capital, Peron relaxed the law governing the

Since then a joint Argentine-U.S. company has been 
sc! up. with an initial capital ol 
20 million dollars, to cxploi' 
oil resources, and there are 
reports of a Standard Oil pro
ject which would represent an 
investment of 500 million 
iollars.

U-S-^capital has also been

others. All in all, the Argen
tine has become a happy

Naturally, however, the ----
manded from Peron adequate guarantees of the 
safety of their Investments, and also of Peron's ad
herence to the Western camp, before being willing 
to risk their dollars. As a result the Argentine has 
become more deeply involved In the war plans of 
the Imperialists.

Vultures Yisil
ms to the country last March 
:a of what is going on. First 
ary mission, headed by General 

Arthur S. Trudeau (who later visited South Africa); 
then one headed by Rear-Admiral Carl Espc. chief 
of the U.S. Naval Intelligence; another headed by 
Major-General Douglas; and yet another headed by 
Mr. Thomas. U.S. Navy Secretary.

Mr. Thomas, in a public statement, emphasised 
Argentina's great importance in the defence and 
solidarity of the hemisphere, in the dcfencc of the 
so-called "free world."

Perhaps it is equally significant that in April It 
was announced that General Ridgway, the Korean 

-. was to take charge of the Kaiser 
b in the Argentine, 
ntervention by the imperialists, com- 

Dineu witn me steady detcriorati— — K“ — *' 
dards, has resulted In great un 
workers and peasants, and wider 
of the people have been drawn into the o| 
against Peron.

In reply he has intensified his attacks 
democratic forces. During 
the last four years the coun
try has been under martial 
law. AH democratic liberties 
and individual freedoms have 
been abolished. The jails are 
packed with workers, peas
ants. students and priests — 
patriots who have opposed V 
the iale of the country to -

military mission, hi

imongst the

e dc-

Economically the country has been stagnating. 
Industrial production is curtailed. Inflation continues 

to grow. Money circulauon 
rose from 1.800 million pesos 
in 1943 to over 31 million by 
the end of 1954. Between 

1 '"M and 1954 mass-con- 
. --.nption goods rose in price 
by 322 per cent: and are still 

prising. Real wages of the 
1-workers, as a result, have de

clined by 25 per cent, since 
1949.

struction of civil liberties a

Catholic Church
Peron has been engaged in a running fight with 

the Catholic Church for almost a

93 per
It Is n o t ---- — -----------

antagonistic to Peron's fascism. The Vatican, 
tolerated the excesses of Mussolini, was quil 
pared lo play ball with Peroc. too. so long
respected their Interests. It Is — 1--------
the Archbishop of Buenos Al
Cbllely prayed for “most o 

ivea for the President.
Yet today there is a state of open warfare between 

them. Peron jails or deports his Catholic opponents. 
The Church responds by threatening with excom
munication all those who trample on (he rights of the

CAPE TOWN RELEGATES TO C.O.P. IS ITW ALANDW E
JOHANNESBURG. 

rpiIE  Freedom award lo be conferred on Chief Lutbull, Dr. Dadoo and 
Father Trevor Huddleston, In recognition ol thclr work to build a

__ ir life In our country, founded upon democracy and equality, will be
known as tbe ISmVALANDWF. a member of Ihe Congress of the People 
National Action Committee told New Age.

gushed sons of-the Xhosa people: : 
' * ' of the people, their [

CAPE TOYVN.
Eighty delegates of all races left 

the Western Cape this week for I lie 
historic Congress of the People. 
Here are pictures of five of them, 
with short statements from each, 
giving their reasons for travelling 
to Johannesburg.

MRS. E V E L I N E  NQOSF, 
mother of eight, from Blouvlei. 
Retreat This will be her first visit 
to Johannesburg. She is a delegate 
from the Women's Anti-Pass Com-

We arc going chiefly for Inkulu- 
Icko. freedom.

,Wc want houses and land for 
everybody. No pass laws for

Enough money to live decently.

torics. Schools for our children.

sburg, as 

r  in ‘ thU

it lnkululelio. dom

GEORGE PEAKE, 32-year-old  ̂
bricklayer. Cape Western Region ; 
chairman of the SA. Coloured-j 
People's Organisation. Mr. Peake . 
is married, w-ith three children, the 
eldest seven, the youngest two: |

1 look forward to that memor
able gathering in Johanne*1 — 
in such a gathering I se> 
important step forward ... 
liberation of the oppressed 
South Africa. Ilcre for the first] 
time people of all races and all' 
walks of life will gather lo formu
late a common plan for bringing , 
about a better Sou(h Africa.

1 am confident that if the Free
dom Charter is used as the blue
print for a new lifc in th ĉ  same

Jic campaign for the Congress o?: 
the People, our slogan of “(rce- j 
•*:—' ■- —r lifctim- ' <-»nnnl fail I

Albie recently spent an eventful 
year overseas, the most exciting 
and interesting part of which was 
his trip to Peking. He is active in 
the Modern Youth Socicty:

As a young person 1 am inter
ested in the future of South Africa 
which will be marked out in the 
Freedom Charter.

1 look forward to a South 
free ffom racial hatred, that

«» will be able I
of the world.

I am a" student, and it has been 
most satisfying to sec how wide
spread has been the interest at the 
university in the Congress and its 
aims. One can say with confidence 
that the great majority of students 
are opposed to th& Nationalist 
march to a police stat*.

NATAL HAS 273 DELEGATES
DURBAN.—Two hundred and seventy-three delegates, repijesenting all racial groups 

Natal, arc on their way to the Congress o f the People.
“The Convention of Vcrtenlglng was sectional, not representa

tive of the South African people, but the Congress of the People 
is different. for It is an assembly of all races to formulate a charier 
for South Africa that will guarantee freedom and equal opportunity 
for all 1(5 inhabitants," said Dr. W. Z. Conco, deputy president of 
(be African National Congress, when be opened the conference of the 
Natal Action Council of the Congress of the People last week.

I objective is the assembly of the 
I Congress of the People and the 
formulation of the Freedom 
Charter."

United Front

Dr. C
of the S.. -  ------- ---- T — ----
that "freedom in our life-Umc" must 
be the living slogan of all South 
Africans who have faith in the 
ideals of freedom.

"Ours is the historic task of ex
tending the frontiers of freedom and 
remocracy at a time when the forces 
of darkness and evil threaten to en
gulf the entire country.

“Tbe Parliamentary Opposition 
has proved a total failure, and we 
as an extra-parliamentary force 
must rally the White and Non- 
White peoples of South Africa 
round the banner of freedom. We 
bave held this banner high and.

none, let us march forwart LONDON,
unitedly to liberate South Africa A united front for Malayan m- 
from the fears, prejudices and dependence has been formed be- 
Ihc force or evil which b today tween Malayan organisations in 
leading the country to chaos and Indonesia and the All-Malaya Youth 
disaster." Congress and People's Action

. Party.
MIDLANDS REGION

Dr. M. M. Motala. representing , 
the Midlands Regional Committee THE SOMALI PEOPLE have 
of the Congress of the People, said j sent a petition to UiN.O. 
the Congress of the People will be that the British Goveri 
meeting at a time which future action in handing over oo February 
historians will record as a great; 28, 1955, 25.000 square miles of 
landmark in South Africa. territory in the British Somaliland 

“The disabilities of the Non- j Protectorate to Ethiopia be referred 
European people arise because they to the International Court of Jus- 
arc votcless. and the Government, tice. The Somali complaint is that 
' >ugh its legislation, has made us | some of their best---- * T | *"“______ ________  ______ _________ lg lard has

we have to depend j  been taken away and handed (0 
___  __  __ c on ourselves for i a power which had always ‘
liberation. Our immediate goal and 1 hostile to them.
conscious tl

Catholic Church and prevent priests from earning Aires—and 
out their duties. k *—1

It was the Catholic Church's attempt to spread it 
influence in the Peronista workers' organisations an 
to stimulate the development of what looked like 
Catholic political party, which provoked Peron's Go\

__ ___  __ tl moves lo separate State and
Church and eliminate Church influence in the schools.

The Church has replied with ever-increasing criti
cism from the pulpit of the Peron Government'i

with open defiance of
orders.

The dispute came to a head wUh skirmishcs in the

£5 Million Brothel
Cardinal Copello, The Government has cut State subsidies to church 
as blessings from schools to almost nothing, has dismissed Catholic 

teachers and Government officials, has banned 
Catholic gatherings and traditional outdoor proces
sions. has legalised divorce and prostitution — £5 
million is to be spent on building a "suitable" brothel 
quarter on a 200-acrc site in the centre of Buenos

,„ „ u  uv.ween Peronists and Catholi— —  ------
followed by the deportation by the Government of 
two Catholic prelates accused of responsibility tof 
the disturbaoces.1 

Then two da-a later came Ihe "naval" revolt, 
which Peron clahu to have suppressed.

But the Indications are that Ihe Peron regime Is 
doomed. UnpOf

luestlon Is—Who will 
* of the Argentine or 

Imperialists;

JOHN 'MTINI, 66 years old, 
chairman of the Cape Western 
Region of the African National 
Congress.' Mr. Mtini has been a 
Congress member sincc 1923. and 
has taken a leading part in the 
people's struggle over all these 
years. He lives in Elsies River. 
Cape:

The Congress of the People will 
show the way to freedom. All un
just laws must be done away with 
in South Africa. It is wry import
ant that all the people of South 
Africa live together in peace and 
harmony. That is tbe only solu
tion for the future for us and our

1 am very glad to be going to 
this great gathering and to form 
part of the people s forward march.

ALEC I .A GUMA, 30-ycar-old 
clerk, vice-chairman of the Cape 
Western Region of the South 
African Coloured People's Organi-

The Congress of the People is 
an historic occasion in the history 
of the struggle fur liberation

There the . Non-European and 
democratic forces will take stock 
of their forces and plan the final 
stages of the struggle.'

1 look forward lo attending 
and hope that the example set b 
many other Coloured people wh 
arc attending will be an inspin

bestow on
.................. .......  «, a feather
of the bird known as the "indwe,"

' ' nown for its couragc an 
tenacity in attacking snakes.

This honour was never lightly

"It was felt," this member of the 
CO.P. national committee told New 
Age. "Ih^t a very special title w; 
called for here, something deep i- 
the history and traditions of the 
people In the old days this term 
was used only by Xhosa-speaking 
people. But today it must bccomc 
in honour bestowed on ihe peoples' 
bctocs by all in the libcratory 
itrugglc."

. . . AND STILL THE 
DEMANDS POUR IN

£ERO hour freedom demands

From I'mlata In the Trans-
kei came a moving description 
of the conditions of peasants 
and farm labourers.

The T R A N S K E I 
LABOURERS' ORGANISA
TION wants to discuss working 
hours and conditions of 
labourers employed by the

are from 16 to 18 a day. 
which is making total slaves of 
the African people here. We 
demand shorter working hours.

“The wages paid are so small 
the labourers are not able to

no clothing, 
better pay. 

NOT FT

labourci

r FOR HUMANS 
the labourers live in 
fit for human habi
le farmer treats his 
;r than the African 

c get a
, .............  njoy life when
arc old and cannot work any 
more? We eat only mcaliemeal 
porridge, good only for a dog. 
We demand better food. The 
farmer must supply working 
clothes for his labourers, who 
have lo go about in rap  and 
patches."

FROM FARM I.ABOURERS 
IN NELSPRUIT in Ihe Eastern 
Transvaal, who call themselves 
"three hundred brothers in

JOHANNESBURG, 
slavery" have come these de
mands: "We have no voice. We 
have no more land. We have 
no more cattle. Our children 
are starving. We demand the 
right to live, not die. Our chil
dren want education, not 'Ver- 
wocrd education.'

-We love the Mill of Africa. 
We arc prepared to flght for 
freedom. Oh! Afrlka! Afrlka! 
wv poor, brothers, but will 

for the train ticket of our»v for the 
Iclcgale.”

THE THEMBU TRIBE 
ihe TulandMIe section of Fj 
London's Duncin Village

delegate
Assembly. Their” demands in
clude freedom of movement for 
all. franchise rights for all. 
equal rights for all. free think
ing and free speaking for all, 
and "Down with the Nationa
list Government."

AFRICAN WOMEN GAR
MENT W O R K E R S  have 
elected delegates from their 
factories to demand the aboli
tion of the Native Settlement 
of Disputes Act and the Indus
trial Conciliation Amendment 
Bill; freedom lo sell our labour 
to whomsoever we choose, 
better conditions in the fac
tories and better pay; and the 
outlawing of the atom bomb.

PRETORIA is putting in a 
last-minute spurt in the elec
tion of Congress of People 
delegates, and elections have 
been held in Lady Sclbomc. 
Eastwood and Eerslenis, and 
vigilance and residents' com
mittee have sent in demands 
for the Freedom Charter.

Port Elizabeth 
Boycott

From oar Special

The boycott of the Ver- 
woerd schools In Port Eliza
beth and district Is progressing 
steadily, and the African 
National Coagreas Is planning 
alternative education for the

have been recorded by I
AJ<.C

The boycott

REBUFF FOR 
VERWOERD

JOHANNESBURG. 
VERWOERIVS attempts 

mldate the Afrir«» 
call oil their school

wedge between the 
the African people mi 
rebnfl last week from the African 
National Coogren Working Coin- ; 
mlttce.

To Vcrwoerd'i
Africans must ------
v.herc Ihe - propaganda. »pd agila- 
Uon ' of the African National Con-; 
grcss could have no dfcct and he ‘ 
would then consider taking back the 
7.000 children expelled from the 
schools, the A.N.C. reiterated as 
strongly as ever its opposition, with- 
- it compromise, to Bantu education 

and to all Nationalist policies.
Dr. Vcrwocrd is inviting the Afri- 
,n people to- join him in betraying 
cir own future, said’the statement. J

WORKING COMMITTEE
Meanwhile the Native Aflairs De

partment and Bantu education olli-
. . . . -----working overtime to try to

: people in their opposition 
education, and, where per- 

n fails, to use the

> eeplaats Salisbury and other 
places. In New- Brighton, some 
of the classrooms arc almost 
empty, and teachers there and 
in Korstcn are threatened with 

I because the) bave »  
J—  jd j -o teach.

The parents said that evtn 
before -Bantu Education- their 
children had been receiving In
ferior education. Bantu Edu
cation, however, was so much 
worst than the previous educt-

REP O R T  TO  O U R  
READERS

THE MOST IMPORTANT EVENT 
IN SOUTH AFRICA RIGHT 
NOW IS. BEYOND ANY 
DOUBT. THE CONGRESS OF 
THE PEOPLE.

It is an event significant enough to 
win the support of Ihe Prime 
Minister of far-awav China and 
her 600 million people.

lut nowhere m the hig Capitalist 
newspapers has there been news 
of the event. The deliberate policy

The newly ..  
regional director for

M. Prn/csky, told 
id principals at a 
- organised reception 

for him in Orlundo that teachers 
must realise they are “servants," 
that they receive their salaries 
from those who rule, and as soch 
must obey tbe laws.
•Teachers cannot and may not be 

..ohtidans." he said. "If you feel 
your sphere is higher than teaching 
and you with to say and think what 
you feel, then you must leave the

M.P.* TOO?
A leadin' member of the Trans

vaal A.N.C. commented on this that 
soon all opposition Members of- 
Parliament would probably be lold 
that as they received their parlia
mentary allowances from the Gov
ernment, they should serve the 
Government too!

The Transvaal Inter-denomina
tional African Ministers' Association 
has fallen for Verwoerd's line and 
appealed to the A.N.C. to withdraw 
the boycott resolution. It does how
ever. state its opposition to the 
Bantu Education Act, but it calls on 
the Africans to take part in the 
school committees set up under the 
Act. and lo “make the best t>f the 

st is being provided."

hopelessness of Ihe anti-liberafion

- * by Ike L 
crease In our sales as the prepara
tions Intensified, by the great In
crease In the Influx of letters from 
readers who have never written to 
us before, supporting the Cow- 
gresa and expressing their ap
preciation of our paper.

Tynical of these is tbe letter from 
the Veeplaats A.N.C. Youth 
lea rue (published on our letter 
page) and this comment from an 
African subscriber in remote 
Mautiele—“I would be sorry to 
miss even one issue, sine* I like 
the paper so much, as b
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NURSERY SCHOOL FOR RETREAT
rP H E  new nursery school at Blouvlei, near Cape 

Town, has brought joy to a large num ber of 
people. Firstly, to the children themselves: Such a 
lot o f nice toys to play with, such a lovely sandpit. 
And good food, too. Pity we can’t afford all this at 
home, but perhaps by the time we grow up our 
parents and big brothers and sisters will have 
smashed apartheid and there’ll be no more poverty in 
South Africa.

Secondly, it has brought joy to the parents: So 
good to know that our babies are cared for while 
we have to go to work. Such a good start in life. 
Pity it can’t take more than 40 children. There are 
so many here whose needs are so pressing!

Thirdly, to Miss Olive Pike, the teacher in charge, 
and her staff: The children take to it 'a ll so well. ,We 
like it very much.

Fourthly, to  the parents of the children at Barkly 
House N ursery School, who, realising the benefits 
their own children derived from  nursery school edu

cation, helped to make the new Retreat nursery 
school possible, as also did C.A.F.D.A. and the Stu
dents’ Clinic a t Retreat.

Fifthly, to Mrs. Dora Tamana, well-known A.N.C. 
leader in Blouvlei, who some years ago herself tried 
to meet the needs of working mothers by starting a 
creche in her own home.

The new Blouvlei Nursery School, while it is a 
bright oasis in one of Cape Town’s worst pondokkie 
areas, at the same time is an indictment o f our G ov
ernment, which makes no effort a t all to supply the 
people with the basic amenities of life. Nursery 
schools at present come to the N on-European people, 
when they come at all,- as a charity and not as a 
right.

Probably the Freedom Charter will provide that 
in the South Africa of the future creches, nursery 
schools and full education will be the right of all.

N.S.

GERMISTON BOYCOTT 
CONTINUES

(From a special correspondent)

GERMISTON.
“Q U R  boycott of the schools is still continuing,” Mr. J. Mokwe, chair

man of the Germiston branch of' the African National Congress, 
told a public gathering of 600 held here recently.

BOOK REVIEW

PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE
[Penguin Books have issued as 

a “special,” “Peaceful Co-exis
tence” by the oufstafiding pro
gressive writer Andrew Rothstein, 
price 2/6.]
T T  is understood by everyone to- 

day that the basic social and 
economic systems prevailing in tile 
Soviet U nion and the U nited States 
are fundam entally different. Indeed, 
Soviet Communism and American 
capitalism represent fundam entally 
conflicting ways of life and philoso
phies : the form er being reflected in 
C hina and the half-dozen countries 
of Europe which have allied them 
selves with the U.S.S.R., the latter 
in  the “W estern Bloc” and “N orth 
A tlantic Treaty Organisation” coun
tries which follow the leadership of 
the U.S.A.

The most im portant question 
facing the world today is whether 
these two types of social organisa
tion, so far removed from  one 
another in aim  and outlook, must 
of necessity come into arm ed con
flict. Few would venture to answer 
“Yes” to this question w ithout tak
ing profound thought as to the con
sequences. F or the development of 
science’s new engines of war and 
techniques of destruction, with their 
dread potentialities o f destroying 
the bulk of hum anity and all its 
noblest works—if not accomplishing 
the destruction of life itself on this 
planet—have made the thought of 
war a dreadful nightmare, from 
which every thinking being recoils 
in horror. Yet the “waT is inevit- 
able“ theory (im plicit in the A m eri
can theory of “negotiation from 
strength”) continues to dominate 
much of the political thought and 
diplomacy of the “W estern W orld.” 

Those who a re  sincerely con
cerned w ith  th e  survival of 
hu m an ity  a re  tu rn in g  increas
ingly to  a  consideration  of th e  
a lte rna tive  to  th is  theory. Can

C om m unist and  C apitalist s ta tes 
continue to  exist side-by-side 
peacefully in  th e  world? C an 
they, in stead  of w arring, nego
tia te  th e ir  differences a t  th e  
conference table? C an they, 
indeed,, co-operate w ith  one 
ano ther, trad e  w ith  one another, 
an d  foster fru itfu l cultural, 
scientific and  o ther friendly 
exchanges, to  th e ir  m utual a d 
vantage?

ANSW ER IS  YES!
All these questions are answered 

wtih an emphatic “Y es!” by Mr. 
Andrew Rothstein, in a new “Pen
guin Special”* book which should 
be in  the hands of every 'm an  and 
woman who is in the least seriously 
concerned w ith the future. One by 
one, Mr. Rothstein takes the argu
ments against peaceful co-existence. 
He traces the alleged “M arxist” 
theory that an  arm ed clash with 
capitalism is inevitable, and shows 
that it has no basis in  any of the 
writings of the founders of Commu
nism. He deals w ith the fam iliar 
arguments about “Russian imperia
lism” and the untrustworthiness of 
the Soviet U nion. W ith a wealth of 
factual illustrations, quotations and 
figures, Mr. Rothstein demolishes 
the arguments of those who believe 
that a “head-on clash” must come, 
and opens out a glowing prospect 
of the benefits that can flpw from 
international co-operation.

W ith top-level four-power talks 
about to commence soon, Mr. Roth- 
stein’s book is particularly timely 
and im portant. I t is one of those 
books, which, because it appears at 
the right time and answers the ques
tions that are in everyone’s mind, 
can have a  powerful influence on 
the direction of history. This book 
is an invaluable instrum ent for all 
who stand on the side of peace and 
humanity.

M.H.

SENTENCED TO DEATH
--------------------------------- bO m JO N r—

Even though Africans in Kenya 
surrender to  the British troops, they 
can still be sentenced to death, 
despite their plea that they had 
surrendered, because the court held 
their surrender had been forced by 
m ilitary operations and was not 
voluntary.

Mr. Mokwe w arned paren ts no t 
to  listen  to teachers who asked 
them  to su rrender th e ir  children  
to  B an tu  Education.

“If  we are  going to  accept B an 
tu  Education, we m ay ju s t as well 
forget about our children  becom 
ing fu tu re  doctors, law yers or 
nurses,” said Mr. Sothw ana, con
gressm an from  Benoni, who 
arrived  w ith  55 workers.

BRAKPAN SUPPORT
C ongressm an M ahlosani, who 

arrived  from  Brp.kpan w ith  over 
100 m em bers, w arned th a t  th e  
G overnm ent’s aim  was “to send 
our ch ild ren  to  cam ps and  sell 
them  to farm ers.”

Another speaker said: “Surely if 
this education was good one would 
expect the Government to give it 
to their children. Our efforts are 
for peace and freedom. Let us not 
rest until freedom sets foot on the 
shores of Africa.”
One of th e  teachers who has 

resigned, Mrs. P. Mokwe, form erly 
of th e  A nglican school an d  la te r 
a  teacher a t  a  G erm iston m unici
pal school, told th e  m eeting:

“My bishop refused to  be 
dragged in to  th is education  be
cause he did n o t believe i t  to  be 
th e  r ig h t education, and  w hen on 
th e  1st of A pril he w ashed his 
hands of it, I  s ta rted  realising 
th a t I  was acting  like a  Ju d as to 
my people.”

MONARE’S MESSAGE
T ow ards th e  close of th e  m ee t

ing, th e  chairm an  read  a  le tte r 
from  Mr. Elias M onare, Benoni 
leader who was recen tly  deported 
to  th e  d is tric t of Vryburg, follow
ing th e  schools boycott on th e  
R and. Mr. M onare sta ted  he was

well, and  hoped the Congress was 
still fighting  baasskap.

Following th e  reading of the 
letter, a  voluntary collection was 
m ade from  th e  audience for the 
M onare family.

Messages 
to C.O.P.

"H ere lies our powerful answer 
to reaction, oppression and  police 
ru le : unity , b ro therly  solidarity 
and  organisation ,” declares a call 
from  th e  S ou th  A frican Congress 
of T rade  Unions to  the  Congress 
of th e  People.

“S.A.C.T.U. is overjoyed a t  th e  
resu lts of th e  Congress alliance 
w hich has so successfully welded 
together com rades of all colours 
in to  a  m ilitan t an ti-fa sc is t force.

In  th is glorious hou r of South  
A frica’s history, in  th is  rallying of 
thousands of Sou th  A fricans for 
freedom, we call upon all affiliated 
trad e  unions an d  all w orkers to  
redouble th e ir  e fforts in  m aking 
th e  C.O.P. a  trem endous success.

“Long live th e  u n ity  of th e  
people! Long live th e  Freedom  
C h arte r!”

And from  LEN LEE-WARDEN, 
M f . ,  comes th e  m essage:

G reetings to th e  Congress of th e

M ay your deliberations help 
pave th e  way to  th e  goal of all 
tru e  dem ocrats: a  un ited  S ou th  
Africa, free from  racial strife, free 
from  oppression and  free from  
fear.

L et us go forw ard together and  
work fo r freedom.

Group Areas Board in Rustenburg
Council's Scheme Unjust, Say European Residents

RUSTENBURG.—The Group Areas Board, which opened a session in Rustenburg last 
week, had to adjourn after several hours’ sitting when its action in not advertising proposals 
alternate to the Town Council’s scheme was attacked.

entire IndianThe Council scheme wants the removal o f the 
population to about a mile and a half out of town.

\  Two other independent schemes 
had been put forward, one by Mr. 
C. W. M. Gell and 37 other E uro
pean residents of Rustenburg, but 
neither scheme had been advertised, 
and could therefore no t have been 
considered at the hearing.

“UTTERLY IMPOSSIBLE” 
During argum ent on this point 

Dr. G .' Lowen, representing the 37 
Europeans, told the committee — 
“Somebody has already decided 
what you should consider and what 
you should no t consider. I submit 
this kind of procedure is utterly 
impossible.”

Dr. von Biljon, a member of 
the Board, interjected at one 
stage, “Presuming we get a sug
gestion that an Indian be allowed 
to remain opposite a church, do 
you expect us to advertise that 
proposal?”
Dr. Lowen said the Act would be 

made an utter farce if the Board 
went on to consider the Council’s 
one proposal.

CHANGED MINDS
The Board chairman refused the 

application to adjourn until the 
other schemes had been advertised, 
but the Board changed its mind

after a Supreme C ourt action was 
suggested.

The Board then adjourned sine 
die. i

The 37 Europeans who have made 
a  counter-proposal to  that of the 
Council were “people Of substance, 
many of whom owned property in 
that area from  which the Council 
proposed to move the Indians,” said 
Dr. Lowen.

In their memorandum the 37 
did not represent a unanimous at
titude to the Group Areas Act. 
“Some of us consider it to be so 
fundamentally unjust as to  be be
yond the possibility o f reasonable 
amendment Others agree with it 
in principle but reserve opinion 
on some of the clauses or on the 
manner in which some local auth
orities seem to want to apply 
them. For the purpose of our pro
posal we are united in accepting 
the Act as the law of the land. 
What we wished to ensure was 
that its application in Rustenburg 
will be ‘fair and jusf to all race 
groups, as the Minister of Interior 
promised it would be when mov
ing the third reading in Parlia
ment.”

The memorandum charges that 
the Council’s scheme is unjust and 
extravagant, and that even if full 
compensation were paid—and noth
ing in the Act makes it obligatory to 
pay any compensation—this would 
still be an unjust action to remove 
all the Indians.

WHERE NOW ESTABLISHED
The memorandum advocates a 

scheme which would achieve resi
dential segregation at a cost which 
the town could afford, and in a 
reasonably fair and just manner. 
This can best be done by confining 
the Indians substantially to the area 
they now occupy and allowing them 
to expand over land at present un
inhabited. The Indian area would 
be the centre portion of town — 
where they are now established.

Early in the hearing it had been 
stated to the Board that the pro
posed Indian and Coloured areas 
under the scheme of the Council 
had mostly been already supplied 
with light and water.

The G roup Areas Board was due 
to sit in K lerksdorp this month, but 
in this town, too, the hearing has 
been postponed because certain 
schemes had again not been adver
tised.
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