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T am grieved to learn that any of your subjects “have been
maltreated. T accept with pleazsure “your assurences of confidence in,
and love you bear for the British Government.® I can assure you that
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small present of a saddle and bridle which I hope you will aceept as a
token of goodwill.
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ith expressions of esteem, I remain, Worthy MNMontshiwa,

Your good f
on the 6th June

Griqualand West; "Encroachments are taking plae
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g less of the
Keate Award and in open defiance of the same.,.¢....... The Boe
strengthening their position with the hope of having thei
confirmed by the British Government. This is entirely at va
my wish."

Again o“,the 24th of June 1876, the Chief writes to the
V‘

ain T write your Hohour to acquaint you of fresh

troubles which ha cured in my country respe
Landdr ichtenburg ceme down to move my pecple by power
~ e -

at Rooigrond and Buunrmansdrift.

I am also subjected to annoyances from the chief Matlaba.... He

r g e, killed my oxen an@ taken others.....

He is a Transvaal subject and used by them as a tcol to prowvoke me to
g“gz?éék>301ﬂthing by which war may be brought about. But I still wait

to hear What is to be done for me by the British Government."
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=Driven to desperation by hope long deferred, Nontshiwa at las
@

- ** on the 16th December 1876 dispensed with intermediarie
ritual of sending letters of protest through ascending stag
of the South Afri
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an Republic. He wrote directly and in Tswana to

s, Mo-presitanta wa Transefala" (His Honour Burgers
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take me and my people to be her subjects, and to take my country to be
hers. I trust in you, and because the Boers are doing their work so
gquickly, I pray, great chief, that you will send me your agent to take
over my country as soon as ‘Possible."

On the 12th of January 1875, Montshiwa again wrote to the
Lieutenant Govenor Richard Southey: Great Chief, I write to acquaint
your Excellency of the great trials that I am subjected to from the
chief Matlaba being brought to Polfontein to reside there by the
instructions of the Boers. In consequence of the repeated threats of
the Boers, my nephew Israel Molema and my brother Saane and their
followers have been compelled to leave those places and their égpining

corn to the mercy of strangers at Polfontein and Vleyfontein
respectively.

On the 20th of August 1875 while President Burgers was in Europe
raising loans for his Delagoa Reilway scheme a curt letter was
addressed "Aaan Votsioh" by S. Swart Stete Secretary of the South X
African Reppublic instructed by Piet J, Joubert Acting President to
warn Montshiwa against interfering with "lMatjavi's(Matlaba's people
who are subjects of the Republic®.

The personal relations that existed between the chief Montshiwa
and the representatives of“the Britieh Government at Kimberley were
those of mutual esteem, respect and friendship that took the chill of
officieldom and formality from their intercourse.

These letters of Montshiwa to the officials of the British
Government evoked uniformly d%ﬁrteoun expressions of sympathy with him
in his troubles, of approoiation and esteem of hio friendship to the
British Govornment’ of his faith and ondurance. agﬂ finalliﬁxeld up
the bright prospect of compliance with his requeat to be received under
British protection.

Thus on the 2nd of October 1875, Richard Southey Lieutenant
Governor of Grigualand West writes, for example:

"My Friend Montshiwa,

It had given me much pain to hear of the trouble and
annoyance to which you have been subjected, and at the same time
to feel that I was powerless to render you effective assistance.

As 1 always told you, nothing could be done without the
authority of Her Najesty's Government in Englend, end I also
stated that Her Majesty d4id not wish to extend her jurisdiction
in South Africa, and now it is useless to hope for any.

I en sending you a few articles by Israel(VMolema), which
you will use in remembrance of me, and I received, with thanks,
the kaross you sent me."

Thus also on the 6th of March 1876 Administrator Owen Lanyon
writes to "My Good Friend Montshiwa:
Iooooooooo,
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the Eastern Transvaal and the western limits of Lhe Portuguese
possessions and it was net f?tified until 8 menths later

(July 1871) so far as they affected each ether/y Matla%h steod
up te say that Potgieter had handed nim the decument in question
in the presence o¢f Paul Kruger's father, Gert Kruger, and alse Xnidek
Lud;wik Kruger, and that he had in m turn given it te Mequa

for safe keeping. Moreka fellewed ngxéﬁto confirm Mgtéﬁa's
statement, and te add that the documgnt had been d35£foyed by fire
tegether with his other papers add furniture. Wﬁerefo*e the
delegates of the -.A.Republlc adVLsed the Bar@long elLief te
x%ubmxt te the jurisdiction of the Reyubllejydwell peacefully

with themx pay taxes and,sa;e their lands frem the Znglish,

The chiefs were unanimihs in emphaticﬁily repudiating any

authority ef the Portueueseover tneir comntry in recent er remote

times. As feor dwelllng together, Montshfiwa said "No ene ever x»

spanned in an ox and a donkey’under ene yoke."
As the cdémission of the <.A.Republic and the chiefs ceuld

net come te settlement, they agreed te refer nier dispute te a

of axrbitrate
court efagbitrate ww'»(—r-a.r
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Burgers: President of Transvaal). I wish to ask you -.Why do you
encroach on my territory as you are doing at Bodibe? Bodihe as
well as the country adjoining is my territory."

To this, President Burgers replied from Polfontein on the
18th in Hollandsch: "Aan Kapitein Monsua:

Ik moet u thans... kennisgeven dat ik iut kracht van eene
concessie aan mij Gouvernment gedaan door het groot opperhoofd
Moshette en eige andere kapiteins die aleen onderdamen van die
Republiek zijn geworden zoowel als uit kracht van de regmatige
aanspraken van mijn Gouverhment op territorial gezag in een gedeelte
van dit land volkomen aanspraak magk op het oppergezag in dit
gewest."...

Tk behoof U niet te zeggen dat daar volgens uwe eigen
verklaaring zoowel als die van Moroko te Bloehof, Moshete het hoofd
aller Barolongs is, en dat ik en bezit het véiial zyn regten niet
erkennen kan dat gij of iemand anders he#eenig hoodd van dit land

fi/&:’——g’/ and
: In the summer of 1876 Montshiwa had his tribe at last left

Moshaneng and returned to their traditional home on the Molopo
River after an absence of 23 years. It had heen Montshiwa's
intention to make his capital at Phitshane on his relinquishing
Moshaneng, but he had been forestalled by Makgobi who had 'settled
there in 1872.

TLeaving Moshaneng in September 1876 in many wagons, and
driving large herds of cattle, the tribe, about 10,000 strong
passed by Selokolela, Tsoaneng, Majaneng, and crossed the
Ramatlabama spruit close to its confluence with the Molopo and
halted at Manawana - a sandy plain a little to the east of Disaneng
where resided the Batlhware of Masibi. From here heralds and
officers of wards were sent forward to make allocations at Sehuba
according to previously arranged plans. After tarrying for about
six weeks at Manawana, Montshiwa completed the journey of 20 miles
to Mafikeng and another 6 miles beyonfl it to Sehuba, where he
made his capital about halfway between NMolema's town of Mafikeng
and the Rapulana villagé of Lotlhakane. Sehuba is a flat and
stony terrain devoid of trees or shelter of any kind. It is in
every way unsuitable for the settlement of a large population
such -as Montshiwa's was, and one wonders why it was chosen in
preference to so mapy more beautiful sites.

Montshiwa was now in a position to exercise his authority
at close range upon his recalcitrant subjects at Lotlhakane.
This attempt was yieuﬂfi ﬁ%{ letee e /cyét AﬂJQl&& ,(¢" -ec
aﬂ—a /z‘“”- elice 7}(5*-10/%“ ,A.:/-.-.fﬁr ¥ Ajec g[c? /,‘7,/ N
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L iié;‘i:‘”&/[;;&” made a cryppyic mkaksmemk pronouncement . SxxxkmxfSsxi

; He called a large assembly of his people and saild in hig gruffgst voice:-

hild. ancd (farl bl L5
"7 .am pregmant ; I am full; I am heavy W"th/ oquma*ae_Lo Dingoko"(this was

his cousin and intimate friend)"I am full time and must delivered,™

That was nis way of imzmimgxamxmiiimzknm announcing his decision to

dttack his enemy .
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70.0
were laid down between him and his neztours in the south, (Ratlou
Barolong) ]east(?gansvaul) and west (Raflou Barolong Batlharo),
Theyt remained the north)where the cattleposts, garden lands, water=
pits and hunting grounds of the Barolong and xXxke those of the
Bangwaketse overlapped, where the old stationgs and the graves of

their vassals and relatives were dotted haphazardly among each
other's. In such localities, each tribal chief claimed the land
as his but there was no actual dispute until such a thing as a
boundary line came to be recognised with the advent of xke

Auropean ideas @f individualism, and territorifal, as distinct from
perscnal jurisdiction about 1885, Then quickly, the question of
dem :

demacretion between the Barolong of iontshiwa and the Bangwaketse x
of Dathoeg' assumed a foreign importance and became a dispute which

reached its culmination in 1892, The High Commissioner, repeesen=

ting the Protecting Tower then appointed a Boundary Cammission;ﬁdsﬁ

-

under/ femilton Goold Adams XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX pnd later consist=
i

ed of the assistant Commissioner - Rev John Smith voffat and
St Quenbin
.guenten to define the line between lontshiwe and Bathoen.
Wwas
The decisioq/in favour of liontshiwa's claim, being a line from
lghura Pan (liabebe) westwards beyond Matsheng pans, very much to

the indignation of Bathoen at whose instance the Commission hdd

been appointed. when the beacons were to be erected, (November
1892) both contending chiefs were invited to send representativese.
liontshiwa sent his son Besele, and his nephews Lekoko and Silas

iolema, while Bathoen came in person, accompanied by/several slhes
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counsellors, The beacons were/sooner put up than Bathoen =ted
2-
vehegntly, washed his hands of the whole boundary-making business
and in highFudgeon left the astounded boundary makers.

Moffat and W.H.3urmon were then sent to review the boundary,

and they moved it considerably south to appease Bathoen, but in so

doing injurea Lontshiwa, who now seﬁﬁ three men= Josiah
liotshegare, Silas liolemp and Stephen Lefepya to protest to High

Commissioner Henry Loch in CapefTown, but all in vain,. That E@ﬁﬁﬁ%

S
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indegenous unsophlsticated mﬁhd, the rugged zmkrmmghkx strength of his
zamz character, his infliexible determination and will power, and his
pureiy African outlook and culture. These qualities are shown and exe=
mxip mplified by his indomitable registance to detrlibalisation of hils
peOpLeand/zgier subju gation in the face of military odds and formidable
enemies around him during many perlods ofl his life; ﬁ it is seen in the
strategy of his retreats and withdrawals, when to give battle would
have been Rimmxkmm disastrous; it is proved in his re-capture and re-
nogsession of positions and filelds which had been all but lost, It 1s
exemplified in his stubborn resistance to the usarpation of what he con
sidered his rights, and his perslstance in defending those rights before
the highest courts.

It was that determination, infiexibility and constancy in his

character that made Montshiwa steadfastly to uphoid the faith and tra-

ditions , the nature-marzkip religion and ancestore-worship of his ance-

fo fhics '

e It is not toorfar-fetched to assume that his opposition to
alien faiths was dictated by his sagacity to measure tribal affalrs by
a political standard and tribal public opinion, and not to pay any reg-
ardd to the pretensions and ciaims of any sect, or the preaching of new

opinions except 1in so far as they could promote the present welfare of

the tribe. _
At first liontshiwa's views on reiigions matters accorded with

thq&rimevai assumption that a person's best religion is that of his
country, and he would almost seem to have received the classical advice
oflleacenas to Octavius Ceager -"Worship the gods according to the rites
of your own country, rursue with hatred and punishmant those who intro-
duce forebgn religions, for they entice others to use foreign laws, and
hence arige congpiracies, societies and assembikes, things very unsuited
to a homogeneous empire."(W.2.i,Leckys: M story of European Morals)
Or lMontshiwa might have read Rene Descartes:" Our religion should not be
acquired by the teaching of others, but shouitd be worked out by ourselve
It is noy to be borrowed from amtiquity, but it is to be discow red by
each man's mind, It 1s not traditionai , but personat."

At first Montshiwa purstied the first Christians of his tribe with

implacable hostility, resisted all manner of spirituat innovations and
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