
+, ..... 
J _ ...... .; 

~., .... 'r, 

~nt o~ a saddle and bri~le 

r CUT cooi f~'ip:1d ~. ' . C.J . Ii 

on t~p 6t~ June l Q76 

een 

~ r" • _C''} ~ ~''..=- "'8. a ~~in vrri t e sit 0 ' • C":ren I 2~. : on, 8,:'l;::::n i str::::. t cr 0:: 

war 2~d in o~en defi ance of tle ~~e ....•..•.. The ]oers 2re 

"..: ::-.' h " ...... "" _ .... 
o~ ) t~e 24th of ~'ne lf7S , t he r~i e f vrites to t~e 

_rl.;.:.i~i'3~rator: "._cain I 1 :"i t8 ~To1..'r T- C,:1our t o 8.Cc.:.1) .. 8int :-Ot'.. o~ fresh 

trou l es which ~qve occured in ~y cou~tr! r~l:Qct::~~ tho :i~e. 

!'"'::.dc1rost Scholtz 0:: ~ i r;h~p,n ur~ C0 .~ e dOl"; to r.lC've "l:r :'8c:!:,le 'oy .I.0wer 

Foo::crond ~nd Buurm~nsdrift. 

I am 91so s"[;h j 0 c-te-:1 to 2~:. n oy::.nces from the ch~J'f .. ' .tl"b:: . • ... Fe 

h2S made a raid .]..'2on.::; ... y :'Ro::;le , l::illf)(~::-:'Y oxen 8;.'ld tC'.{~n 0-+;h8rs . .... 

~do he abcut. ~ut I still WG i t 

,.... X Ill, '- 5l ,,";C: t!',lr d /c. a."'-''''-.9··r'L·~ f!k:., 

IJ.& ~o he9..r Wa"l8 t i'" to he n.oDe -:0:" e 'b;y t~e Fri t::sh Governr::e::1t." 

: : .... -,.. .. ir::ver. to ;J"'''' .t"' t::l'Y'r.t :: on 1,~- '1Cre lonE 1efer:"'ed , r""ontc;hiw:J. 2t last 

en ~~p. IGth ~ecem er l R7 6 di spensed wi th in t er_ef:: nri es , and the 

r i t U81 of se n dine l etters of = rotest thro'lch 2SCen( ::n~ st"'e:es of of-O::c'" S 

of t~e Sout h ._fri c~. n Ferl1). lic . T-Te wro t e directly ~md in T":l 2n8 t o 

n- otlotl eG:: ForoL.>O , :To-~resi t ant::. W3. Tran"''3fala'' (His Honour l.'..r.: o rs --cit: ,p) 
orb /1<.;.,1 {Ul- //fC..f rr.'it'-_~it / ' .7 
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take me and my people to be ' her subjects , and to take my country to e 
hers . I trust in you, and, because the Boers are doing their work so 
quickly, I pray, great chief, th t you will send me your agent to take 
over my country as soon as \~~sslble . ~ 

On the l?th of Januar~ 1875 , ontshiwa again wrote to the 
Lieutenant Govenor Richard Southey: Great Chief, I rite to a cquaint 
your Excell~ncy of the great trials that I am subjected to from the 
chief atlaba being brought to Polfontein to reside there by the . 
instructions of the Boe;-s . In conse uence of the repeated threats of 
the :Boers. my nephew Israel olema nnd ~ brother Saane and their . . ~ 
followers nave been eo pelled to leaYe those places and their ~tting 

. corn to t'Q.e mercy of 'strangers at Polfontein and Vleyfontein '7~~ 
respect1 v 11'. 

, On the 20th of ugust 1875 . h11~ Preeid n1; l3Urgers' wain Euro;pe 
·raising· lOaDS for hie Del go n ilway 'soh me a curt letter was 
adc1Ne$e flA an .Motaloh" by S. Swart ' . tete Secretary of the South 

I Africah .Reppublic instruoted by Piet J . Joubert Actin P:residehi ~o 
warn ~oDtS41w~ ,aiDat i~ erferl.g with" atjaVi ' s(Matlabs ' s people 
who are subjects of the Republio~. 

The p rsanal rel tions that ,existed b teen the chief ~on shi a 
and the representatives 0 'the:sri Government t Kimberley were 
those of mutual esteem, respect and :friendship that took the chill of 
offioialdom and form lity from their intercourse, 

These letters of 10ntshiwa to the 'officials ·of thE Dri tish 
Government evoked uniformly c~rteou8 expressions of sympathy with him 
in his trou'bles , of ppreci tion nd ,esteem of his friend hip to the 

a;nd, I' ~ 
British Gov~rnment , . of 'hi faith and endurance .. ~ finallYj l1eld up 
the bright prospect of complianeewith his ro 6est to be r~ceived under 
British protection . 

Thus ' on the 2nd of October 1875, ichard Southey Li ut nant 
Govern'or 'of Griqualal'ld est wri tee , for example: 

"r~ Friend Montshiwa. ,"'.-

It h dg1ven me much 'pain to he r of the trouble and 
annoyance to which' you have been subjeoted. and at the same' time 
to feel that I .as powerless to rencier you effective asistance . 

As I always told you , nothing could be done without the 
authority of Her ~jesty ' s Government in Engl nd. and I leo 
at ted that Her ajesty did not wish to extend her jurisdiction 
in South Africa , and n ~~ it 1s useless to hope for any . 

I .. sending you a few articles by Israelp,~olemal, hioh 
you will use in remembrance of me , and I received. with thanks , 
the kaross you sent me . " 

Thus also on the 6th of Jerch 1876 Administrator Owen Lanyon 
writes to ft ~ Good riend ontehiwa: 

I •.••.•••• ; 
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the ~aBtern TransTaal and the western l Imits of Lhe Portuguese 

Josses s ions and it was not r~tified until 8 months later 

(July 1871) so far as they affected each otherpV Matla, a stood 

u~ to say that ~ot~ieter had handed h im the document in question 

in the resence of Paul Kruger's father, Gert Kruier, and also 1IUi.eti: 
o 

Lud Fwik Kru~er. and that he had in _ turn giTen it t. Moroka 
,-

for safe keepini. Moroka f~ll.wed ne t t. confirm Maya~a's 
/ /J 

/ / 

statement, and to add that the d:?;C ·ent had been destroyed by fi re 
// 

tOiether with his other Japers a. d furniture. ~fueref0 re the 

deleaates of the • • A .RepUbli~ ... / tcvised the liay6i~ng oLief to 
; / 

I submi t to the jurisdictio / of the Republ~.ll/dwell peacefully 
v / ' 

with themh Jay taxes and sa~e their la~ds from the ~nglish. 
) / " 

The chiefs were unanim'us in emphatic(lly repudia.tin" any 
/ I 

authori ty of t he p~f{u~uese OTer tl~r co)tntry in recemt ote' remote 
I I 

ti r.J es. As fz:r d. 'elling tOieth~rJ Montsh/iwa said "No one ever :a~ 

s panned in an c and a donke under one yoke." 

As the c niss ich of the -· . A .Republic a.nd the chiefs could 

not come to settlement, they aireed 0 refer ~~ dispute to a 
~f api:) i til:ate . - -r 

ccu~t oJIa.bit l'a1ie ~/c..cY\.-

~3-a 

' fl I~ 8..--.:-~~j--~ c 1 m<rCC.~L 
, 







Burgers: President of Transvaal) . I wish to ask you - . Why do you 
encroach on my territory as you are doing at Bodibe? Bodibe as 
well as the country adjoining is my territory ." 

To this , 'President Burgers replied from Polfont·ein on the 
18th in Hollandsch: " ian Kapt tein r.onsua: 

Ik moet u thans • . . kennisgeven dat ik iut kracht van Bene 
concessie aan mij Gouvernment gedaan door het groot opperhoofd 
Moshette en eige andere kapiteins die al een onderdamen van die 
Republiek zijn geworden zoowel als uit kracht van de regmatige 
aanspraken van mi j n Gouvernment op territorial gezag in ee n gedeel te 
van dit land volkpmen aans reak !!laak op het oppergezag in dit 
gewest. " . • . 

Ik behoof U niet t e zeggen dat daar volgens uwe eigen 
verklaaring zoowel als die van Moroko te Bloehof , Moshete het hoofd 

-1V 
aller Barolongs is , en dat ik en bezit het va! al zyn regten niet 
erkennen kan dat gi j of iemand anders he~eenig ho odd van dit land 
zijt ." 

a 'r.,eL 
In ihe summer of 1876 Montshi wa had his tribe at last left 

Moshaneng and returned to their tradi tional home on the Molopo 
River after an absence of 23 years. It had heen Montshiwa ' ~ 

intention to make his capital ~t ~hitshane on his relinquishing 
~oshaneng , but he had been forestalled by Makgobi who had "settled 
there in 1872. 

Leaving Moshaneng in September 1876 in man wagons , and 
drivi ng large herds of cattle , the tribe , about 10 , 000 strong 
pass ed by Selokolela , soaneng ~ Ma j aneng, and crossed the 
Ramatlabama spruit close to its confluence with the Molopo and 
halted at Manawana - a sandy plain a little to the east of Disaneng 
where res i ded the Batlhware of Masi bi . From here heralds and 
offi cers of wards were Bent forward to make allo cations at Sehuba 
according to previ ously arranged plans . ~ter tarry ing for about 
six weeks at ~anawana , Montshiwa completed the j ourney of 20 miles 
to Maf ikeng and another 6 miles beyond it to Sehuba , where he 
made his capital about halfway between Molema ' s town of Mafikeng 
and the Rapulana villaB~ of LQtl hakane . Sehuba is a flat and 
stony terr ain devoid of trees or shelter of any kind . It is in 
every way unsujtable for the settl ement of a large populat i on 
such as T50ntshiwa ' s was , and one won ders why it was chosen in 
reference to so mapy more beau.tiful sites . 

Montshiwa was now in a posi tion to exercise his authority 
at close range upon his recalci "\}rant sub j ects at IJot l hakane . 
This attempt was V; I-V<..&'C ~Lf I/LCo' £. A~~(;'" . I-f:.-it~~ .. ~f.c:..rf~e "-EC. 

. . \i ' • J? 

a. <. .... C7 Il.,-" • .r .. C\.;~li~ ~/f p-.. ulr..c.c:.d ,:::. I... ~: "1'-£JLC. tL"c? ,.z.-. .. / £'.:. .,.. ... -v 
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He called a lar8e assembl o~ his neoDle and said in his gruffest voice: -.. - ... . \ 

etv:.u·/~ tr<.cd ~.Ul 
"lam pregnant; I am full; I am heavy With( "ohumapele Dingoko lt this ',vas 

his cousin and intimate f riend) III am full ,~ ime and must delivered. It 

Tha twas J.lis way of ±.mmiNgxx:rucuitimK];N;Q. announcinG his decision to 

attack his enemy • 

-

, 



~v 
were laid down be t wee n him a nd bis ne ~b o u rs in tb e soutb , ( Ra tlou 

:3arolong ) g eaf:: t !.!J;ansva",l ) and wes t (Ra:Elou 58.TO long :3a t r 8,ro, e 

J. h e-:re- remained the north , w,here tbe cattlepos t s , [!'a.rde n lands , water­

~its and hunting ground~ of the 3arolong and XNB those of tbe 

Bangwaketse overlapped, where the ~ d station¢s and the graves of 

treir va"sals and relatives were dott e d haI>pazardly among each 

other ' s. In such l ocalities, each tribal chi ef claimed ~ne land 

as his but there was ~o a ctual dispu te until such a t hing as a 

bOUD ary line came to be recogni s ed with t h e dvent of XkE 

~u ro'pean ideas Q f individualism, and ~erritori/C::l,I, CiS o.i",t inct irom 

. ersc;f'al jurisdiction 80011t 1 8H5 . w en Cl ickly, the qu estion of 
cLe-r~c;v,~ 
demacrat ion between t h e zarolong of ~ntshiwa and t h e Hangwaketse ~ 

of .oatboeJ aS3UI:led a forei gn i !ll.)ort8 nce and became a disi)Ute whi ch 

re a cbe d its culmina tion in 1892. The :ig~ comm i ~s ioner, rep eesen-

tint: the ... ' rotectinc :"-ower then a ~ o inted a .Joundary Commission frst· 
ffV2-1V r!1MJe ,~ 

under I h .wn il ton Goold dams x xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx nd later' cons is t-

ed of t he assis t a nt Com~iss io ner - Rev John ~m ith Mof f at and 
S~· QlUVYv~\.. 

u~'i.uent~ ~o define t h e line between :.tont~)hiwa and Bathoen. 

The decisi on/ i n favour of 1.10ntshiwa ' s clainl , ueing a line from 

:'·ahura an abebe) westwards oey ond lvIatsheng p ans , very much to 

tbe indignation of Bathoe n at whose instanc e the Commis s ion h a d 

been ap 'p ointed . vhen the beacons were t o b~ erected, ( November 

1892) both contending chiefs we r e invited to send repre s enta ti ves. 

kontB~iwa sent his so n Besele , and his nephewSLekoko and Silas 
Ts';'YI. . .Q ~ 

l : :- lema , while Bathoen came in pe r s on , a ccompani ed by/ several (Jlku-_ 
71.0 ~ 

counse l lo rs. £he beacons were/ sooner pu t up than Hathoen ~d 

.e.-
Veherrrl1 tl.Y, was hed his hands of ~h e \'thole bo undary - maK ing business 

and in h ighr Ud~eon lef t the as to unded bo undary make rs. 

~:offa t and W.H.uurmon were then sen t to review t h e boundary , 

and t h ey mo ved it considerably soutl1 to apyease Bathoen, but i n s o 

doing i njurea J:.J.on t s.il:tl.iwa, who now serr[ t nree men - JOt;' ah 

110 ts h e t;;are, u ilas ly~olema a nd S tephen Lefepya to pro tes t to Hi gb. 

ommis s io ner l:enry J.Joch in ca;.J e)l own , but ~ll in vain. 
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indegenous unsophisticated ~ld, the rugged ~ strength of his 

~hR character, his inflexible determination and wi~l power, and his 

purely African outlook and cu~ture. These qual:tties are shown and exe ­

~~ mplified by his indomitable resistance to detribalisat i on of his 
to 

peopleand/thier subju Bation in the face of mi~itary odds and formidable 

enemies around him during many periods od his life; ~ it is seen in the 

strategy of his retreats and withdrawals, when to give battl e wou.id 

have been axxREx0W di3astrous ; it is proved in his re - capture and re-

possession of positions and fields which had been all but .lost o It is 

exemplified in his stubborn resistance to the usaryation of what he con 

sidered his rights, and his persistance in defending those rights before 

the highest courts. 

I t was that determ.ination, inflexibi.Lityand constancy in his 

character that made Montshiwa steadfastly to upho~d the faith and tra-

ditions , the nature -~!!I religion and ancestore -worship of his ~­

f,M~.:;I r It is not too tl-far - fe t ched to assume that his opposition to 

alien faiths was dicta ted by his sagacity to measure tri"oal affairs by 

a political standard and tribal public opinion, and not to pay any reg­

ard~ to the pretensions and claims of any sect, or the preaching of new 

opinions except in so far as they could promote the present we~fare of 

the tribe 0 

At fir st Miontshiwa ' s views on religion s rna tters a ccorded wi t~ 

the~rimeval assumption that a per son ' s best religion is that of his 

country, and he would aL~ost seem to have received the classical advice 

ofrileacenas to Octavius Ceaser - "Worship the gods according to the rites 

of your own country • ..t'Ursue with hatred and punishmant those who intro­

duce foremgn religions , for they entice others t o use foreign laws, and 

hence arise conspiracies, societie s and assemblies, t l ings very unsuited 

to a homogeneous empire o t(W o ~.lI o .!.Jecky: .ti1.story of European Morals) 

Or ·Mont shiwa might have read Rene De scarte s: t Our religion shoUld not be 

acquired by the teaching of others, but shOUld be worked out by ourselve 

It is no;¥ to be borrowed from amtiqui ty, but it is to be discove red by 

each man's mind. It is not traditional , but persona.l o lt 

At first Montshiwa pursued the first Christians of his tribe with 

implacable hosti.lity, resisted all manner of spiritual innovations and 
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