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.t'RELUDE t 

GEll.ERAL .t~IET A. CRONJE 

CHAPTER 1. 

v 
y 

"Some~ born gr eat , soce achi eve greatness, and some 
h~~greatness thru~t u~on the?~• 

One par t of th1~ sta tement, and the rever se of another par t 

of it are true of Pie t er Arnoldus Cronje. 

~Y his reckless br ave ry, h i s abso lut e fearlee~ncss , his 

distinguis hed generalship, and his dramatic victories, he achieved 

areatneas, and became one of the most talked- of men in the adolescent 

uouth ~frican ~epublic, of which he was one of the chief architects . 

·rhe name of CronJ e was upon every one's tongue after the 

excited meeting at Paardekraal on the l~th of December 1880, and 

during the f~teful days of the siege of Potchefs troom , and throughout 

the period of the Transvaal or First Boer War of Independence, 
ttQ-1 

Decembe r 1880 to March 1~1 . Kilitarily it even overshadowed 

the great name of Piet Joubert, the Commandant- General of the 

Sout~frican Republic, and young Afrikaners saw in Piet Cronje a 

warrior after their own heart, and the one man that could quickly 

bring about a favourable military decision in their strug~le for 

inde~endence, and they chafed at the somewhat neliberate , and to 

them, over- cautious tactics of Joubert, which they contrasted 

unfavourably with the quick decisions, the bus tl~ng heroism, the 

grim res olution, and clever, if somewhat unscrupulous methods of 
I 

Piet Cronje, methods which earned for him the sobriquet of •Slim 

Piet" . 

The phys ical courage and military ability which w~Jefirst 

observed during the various commandos and wars against African ~riees 
~~~definitely recogn i sed and became a reputation at Paardekraal 

and Potchefstroom . 7'1\t.j. w "'-enhanced by CronJe ' s victory over , 

and bis capture of the hateful enemy· of the Transvaal - Dr . L.Starr 

Sameson , and his band of free boaters at Doornkop in Saouary 1896 . 

CronJe•s reputation reached its apogee, its zenith, its highest 

bri lliance at Kagersfontein in December 1899 , when he completely 

defeated one of the greates t Britis h generals1 Lord Paul ~ethuen by 
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-r-tuc, 
a clever ~~&Pf~et, and destroyed, in a tew minutes, the flower 

of the British army, and the best infantry briGade in the world. 

This dramatic victory, the greatest and the mos t famous of 

Cronjets was also his last . 

Having ascended by phenomenal gradations to the highest military 

tame of his ._t;j."f.r and country, he was to tall, almost immediately 

· after, to the lowest depths of military disgrace. He had. as it 

were, ascended up the top of a high peak, only to fall down a 

precipice on the other side, and so scuttle down to abysmal depths • 
. 

He who had been courted and caressed, a darling of his nation, 

suddenly becace s hunned and suspected by every one - an accursed 

thing, - and the loathsome word •traitor• was breathed in 

connection with the once magic name of the Boer patriot - Piet Cronje. 

·" 

' 
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CHhPTER 11. 

ANTECEDENTS ' 

It is a matter o! history that from about the middle of the 
..: 

16 Century ~ranee was torn asunder by ciTil strife between two 

politico- religious xp parties, the Roman Catholics and the 

Protestants, and during the ascendancy of the former, the latter 

were subjected to cruel persecution and massacres. This brought 

about the emigration of about half a million French Protestants to 

other Xuropean countries, and this stream of emigration continued 

until 1598 when the Edict of Nantes was promulgated by King Henry 

~~ lV of ~varre securing some religious toleration and political 

equality to the Protestants . 
The most famous of the Protestantl refugees was Jean Calvin 

(born 1509) who ultimately settled at Gene~a, and as a reformer 

of the type of Kartin Luther (born 1483) in Germany, and John Knox 

(born 1505) in ~cotland, founded the CalTinist branch of the 

Protestant Church . 

The revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685 by Louis XlV 

gave a new licence to intolerance and persecution, and led to 

renewed emigration of some 50 ,000 to 60 , 000 families from France 

to foreign countries, notably Holland, Rngland, and Germany, but 

also to Denmark and America . 

Of the large nuabers that came to Holland, the Directors of 

the East India Company offered to take some to the Cape, and fram 

168~ to 1700 some 200 Huguenots, as the 7rench Protestants were 

called , were landed at the Cape; and heads, of families were placed 

at Stellenbosch , Paarl, the Drakenstein and Franschhoek. They 

were dispersed among the 600 Dutch farmers who then constituted 

the entire population of the Cape, and soon they lost their language 

and national identity . 

It is well to remember that the Huguenotl families arrived at 

the Cape less than a half centur,f after Jan Tan Riebeck, that ~is 
to say , during the rearing of the second generation of the new 

Dutch- Afrikaner nation, when the Dutch element was only 600 strong, 
. 

or only three times as many as the new Huguenot arrivals . 
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The Cronje's, as the name indicates, were~ Huguenot or 

French Protestant origin . The first of their line in South Africa -was thetr ances tor Pierre Crosnier, originally from Normandy, ~d 

was one of the Huguenots who left Holland on Kay 25th 1698 by the 

Driebergen, and arrived with two younger brothers at the Cape 

on the 3rd of ~eptember 1698 near tbe end of the governorship of 

tbe energetic Simon van der ~tel . · The names ~terre Crosnier were 

later corrupted, Pierre into Pieter, and the Crosnier first into 

Cronier, and later into Cronje . {Kanfred N. The Huguenots of 

Souto Africa pp.43, l38j. 

Pierre Crosnier, born in 16?1 was only 27 years old when he 

landed witb bis two brothers in ~outh Africa . They were allocated 

· farms at Versailles 
f1, • 

in the Wag~e:makera Vallei near the present 

site of Wellington in tbe Paarl district and at Champagna and 

Olijvebout. Pierre married a Huguenot woman - Susana Tatllefer, 

and had with her issue in slx children . His two brothers died 

soon after tbelr arri~al in Souto Africa and their farms developed 

on bim . 

Pierre called his eldest son after hims el f . "This son was 

born 1?13 and in due ttme married Susana Roy , daughter of Jean Roy , 

a Huguenot originally from Provence in France. J'roc this union 

eigbt children were born - seven sons and one daughter . The 

tblrd eldest son was Stephanus, born in January 174? . At 26 

years of age he married Susana Jacoba Harboff, and ten children 

reuulted from the union . 

p Pierre's fourth cbild , named Francois Johannes and born in 

September 1780 married Hermi na Eli zabetha de Jager and bad also a 

large family. Their fifth child was Andries Petrus who married 

Johanna Christina Gel denhuys and is the fatber of Pieter Arnoldus 

CronJe our hero, whose pedigree in a direct line is as follows 
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-----·----Ahdries Petrus 
/. Arnoldus Cronje. 

By the natural process of expansion, and the characteristic 

desire of farming communities to move constantly tnto unbroken lands, 
1\. 

the Cronjes in the suooeding two generations moved from Wagjemakers 

Yallei, ~ampagna and Olijvehout over the mountain barriers :r the 

Drakenstein and Langebergeu, and established the~elves at Caledon, 

and after another two or three decades some of them were settled 

in ~wellendam, in a country swarming with all manner of large game 

and beasts of prey . 

Yrom the earliest days, Boers as they came to be generally 
~ 

called from their chief occupation were, aboTe eTerything else hu nters -
and c~ttle farmers. They preferred the excitement and dangers 

of the chase to the steady toil, peace and dull monotony of agric/ulturei 
. 

and Governor Simon van der Stel, whose heart was ln viticulture 

,as wont to make many anima~ersions and strictures against the Dutch 

Boerb hunting propensities, which he regarded as a deplorable waste 

of time and playing the sluggard. Love of the chase was thus 

almost inborn in the desc~ants of the early settlers at the Cape. 

At a still later date, some of the Cronjes were burghers of 

Gr~Reinet,, the succeding generations haTing moved more inland 

and eastwards. 

Andries Petrus Cronje, the father of Piete: Arnoldus Cronje 

a was removed !tve generations or about 160 years from his ancestor 

Pierre Crosnier, who had arrived at the Cape in 1698. During that 

time the family had moved right across the C~pe Colony from Stellen
Q. 

bosch, Paarl, Caledon and Swel lendam, then across the B7~e river, 
~;,{-

the Gouri~ rlver, over the Outeniqua Vountains and the Great Karroo 
~ - . 

to Gr~f Reinetj, then finally over the Sneeuwbergen to the foothills 

of the Storabergen, and Andries Petrus Cronje had acquired a farm 

Rietkuil in the Colesberg district. 

He had frequently taken part in border war~ against the 

Ama•Xbosa, and had been wounded more than once, as a result of which 

he was slightly lame in one leg (Krs.C.K.Robinson). 
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C H A P T E R Ul. 
BIR1'Ji AND EARLY YEARS. 

7rom the union of Andries Petrus Cronje and Johanna Christina 

Geldenbuys, herself a descendant of one of the first arriTals with 

Jan T&n Riebeck from Holland. twelve children were born, five sons 

an~ seven daughters, an~ of these Pieter Arnoldus our hero was the 

secon~ child. 

The sone were Jan, Pieter Arnoldus, Andries Petrus, Hen~rik, 

and Ste~hanus in order of age. 

Pieter Arnoldus Cronje, whom we shall hence onward slmply 

~refer to as Piet Cronje was born on the !arm R1etku11 in the district 

~· of Colesberg on the 4th of October 18~6, that 

~ bustle and tur.moil of the Great Trek. It is 

is to sa' durin~the 
of interes t to note 

here that another and greater Dutch Afrikaner giant Paul Xruger, 

also first saw the light in the Colesbera district eleven years 

earlier. 
~} 

When Piet Cronje was born, Loius Trichard ha~ trekked from Tsomo 
~ -

in 1835~AHendr1k Potgieter had left Tarkastad in November or 

December 1835 and traversed the ~1str1ct of Colesberg, where he was 
t..l' 

joined by a large party under Carel Cell1ers(Preller~Voortrekker.mense 
~ 

p. Jot Coleaberg, 1nclu~ing the Krugers with their son Paul Kruger, 

the future president of the South African Republic. Gerrit llaritz, 

a leading wagon aaker of Graff Reinett, who must .. Te been known 

to Andries P.Cronje (P.C's father) emigrated from Graff Beinett 

in September 1836, while Pieter Retief the historian and draughtsman . 

of the Great Trek left the Winterbergen in February 1837, passet 

clos e to Colesberg on his way to the Orange RiTer, where his l~rge 

party was greatly augmented by many who had been of two minds. 

P1et Retter was born at Waggenmakers Vallei an the 12th November 

1780. Be was of Huegenot descent, and most probably knew the Cronje 

family very well. He had most »robably met some of them at 

Waggenmakers Vallet, at Swellendam, at Graff Reinett or at Colesberg. 

lot. Their common Hu;~enot descent woul~ be still a strong binding faotor 

b•tween these people. 

Andries P.Cron~. like other true Dutch•Atrikaner patriots 

was undoubtedly ~iscontenred with the policy or the British Colonial 

I 

I 
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goTern2ent of t he day, and his sympathies were fully with his trekking 

countrymen whos e leaders he knew. 

Thes e facts are adduced to show that there was eTery reason, 

eTery inducement for Andries P.Cronje to be also on trek at the time 

or Piet Cronje's birth, and indeed, it is often &Terred erroneausly 

that Piet Cronje was carried as a baby in one of the wagons of the 

Great Trek (T~aa 6th February 1911). 

That Andries P.Cronje did not at this time abandon his Rietkuil 

farm and Join his emigrating co•patriots was due to his wife •a serious 

11t( illnes s~Brandwag 15/8/191~ p.l67). She was so ill that she could 

not be maTed f rom her bed, and Andries P.Cronje had perforce to 

continue on his farm for many more years, watting, either to bury 

her, or to nurs e her to recovery. 
I 

Piet Cronje~tender years were thus s»ent oa the farm at Rietluil 

under the usual enTironment of the frontier Dutch Afrikaner child 

ot thos e days. namely a religious a~osphere in the house. where 

Biole reading, psa1m singing and prayer were the invariable rule, 

and the hand of providence was seen in every incident, including the 

Great Trek itselfl where the'outrageoua' eTents of the Black Circuit, / 

the Sl~r's Nek, the Emancipation of SlaTes, the Missionaries' 
I ~J .. 

slandering of the Bo~rs, the fttieea~h Ord inance granting to the 

Hot tentots equality with C~1st1ans, and other such measures were / 

discussed and denounced; where Lord Glenelg, Dr.Phll1p and mea of 

similar kidney were condemned and abused. In this way Piet CronJe 

would early rwxt• reoeiTe indelible impressions of the political 

discontent ~t the Dutch Afrlkaner people, the grievances of land 

and labour, the ujfairness of the English, and the antagonism and 

even animosity between them and hio own peo~le the Boers; the savagery 

of the Kafirsl and the constant fear of their cruel attacks and a; 
cattle raids, leaving a trail ot blood,burning homesteads , denuded 

cattle folds, and a gaunt prospect of poTerty and ruin. He would see 

in his father's lame leg the result of one of such attacks. 
~ . 

Beside s these mental impressions, tyere would be the usual 
; 

industry in agriculture, and~~ding or cattle and sheep, tending 

I 
I 

I 
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to deTelop the body and the . micd.'fhere would also be the usual / 

chase with its acquisition of veld lore, early familiarity with the 

gun, ~~d deTelopment of self reliance • 
. 

Piet Cronje was etght years old when, his mother's health being . 
restored, hts !ather was ultimately able to leaye the Colesberi 

diatrlot and join his countrymen across the Orange rlTer. 
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This was tn 1844. Andries Cronje crossed. the Orange Rtver ~tth 

his trek somewhere to the north- eas t or Coleebere. 9robably et 

Alleman's Drift, and he settled dcwn !or a whil~ at Groenvlei 

in the Or ngia, Here the fe.mily lived for "even year~. 

During that time he was deTeloping quickly, phys ically and 

intellectually. Hie courage and seLf-reliance was . such that be 

went by himself to tend hie father's !locka and herds among thickly 

wooded billa infested with lions and dangerous snakes. At thirteen 

years, he had already acquired great skill at shooting, and be 

says of hims elf - ~n terwyl ik myn oog oetende langs de loop Tan 

myn trouwe roer , Toelde 1k •11J reeds man genoeg oa enig wildtdier ~~ 
dat bet wagen zou onae ku~den aan te Tallen tegemoet te gaan en 

~~ neer te acbteten.• JlBrandwaga 15/8/1913 p.l~7). (And while I 

looked proudly at the barrel of ay gun, I !e~t already .an enough 

~- I to meet and shoot down any wild ant.aal that
1 

atteapte:A to attack our 

!locka. I 

At this early qe, besides killing aeTeral large game, he 

l brouiht down bia first lion, single handed. 

About this time (1844), there was same excitement among the 

Boers. K&ny or them bad settled j~st on the north of the Orange 

RiTer, and had leaaed large tracta ot land !rom some ot the 2,000 

Griquaa ot Philip~olie under Adam Kok 11Jr. - They had then ·tor.med 

themselTea into an independent com.unity with ita full co~+ement 

ot field cornets, landdrosta and comaandfante. Their attitude 

to their landlords bec .. e more and •ore refractory and conte~tuoua 

with the result that Chief Adam Kok, Lt.-Gov.Hare, Dr.Joho Philip 

and other m1aa1onar1es asked the Colonial GoTernment to protect 

the Griquaa. With thie end in T1ew i'• 8eorse »apteJ, Governor 

Sir George Bapier entered into a Treaty of Alliance with Adaa Kok 

and other ohieta in the Orangia (**'** (18•3) whereb) ~uropean 

leaaeea became aubJeot to the jurisdiction of the chieta, Tery much 

to the repugnance and disgust of the Dutch Afrikaners. Mattera 

came to a head when two African serTanta ot one Jan Xrynauw are 

said to haTe quarelled with a European and aenaced him with asaegais. 

~an/ •••• 9 
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Jan Kryna•w arrested thea, and took them to Com.andant Jan XQck, 

who had them aeverely flogged. Adam Xok, thereat a en t an armed 

band to arreet Xrynauw, but not finding ht. at home, they broke into 

the house, ''poured a s ton~ of abuse upon hie wife:' and took three 

guns and ammunition. Incensed at this, Afrikaner farmers assembled 

under ar.ms to uphold Xuropean honour. There was some sk1~ishing, 

and much cattle lifting on both sides until at hie request, Adam 

Kok was supported by a British corpa under Lt.Col.Richar~son, and 

defeated the Boera under Co-.andant Jan Kook at Zwartkopitea and 

Touwfontein in 1845. In this skir..iah, Andriea P.Crouje acted as 

Y1tld Cornet, .,,., while young Piet Cronje and bia mother were 

aaong the inmates of the Boer camp at Touwfontein. 

After their defeat, Coweendant Jan Kook and aeTeral Boer 

emigranta, thoroughly disgusted with the Britiah, abandoned their 

leases in the Philippolia area, and fled to Winburg. With Jan Kook 

went Andries P.CronJe and his family. Fro• Winburg Jan Kook led 

anothe r f orce of t nt uriated and revengeful far.mera against Adam Kok, 

but w~ driven oft by VaOor Henry Donovan, the new British Resident, 

at the bead of Britis h troops and men f urnished by the Chiefs Koroka, 

Gert Taaiboabh, Carolus BaatJes and Peter DaY1da~Tbeal& H1otory 

of S .A. 1834•1854 p.409) 

In 1848, the ne~ ~overnor 3ir llarry S•ith, to put an end to 

trib&l ~d racial wars, and •with a benevolent design of preventing 

disorder and bloodshed•, proolaimed all African and Xuropean terri• 

torie3 between the Orange and the Vaal riTera under Britis h rule 

as the Orange RiTer Sovereignty. The .. Jority of Dutch Afrikaner 

farmers agitated against this proclamation, and Com.andant Andries 

Pretori•us arrived at Winburg to weld thea together and proclaia 

a "war of freedom•, and at their head he marched against Bloemfontein. 

The report of this no sooner. reached Sir Harry Smith at Cape Town 

tha~he collected all the available Colonial troops and s•nt them / -
to Colesberg • •ro• there he led them in person, splashed across 

the swollen Orange riTer went by Philippt~is and Touwtonteia and 

engaged Andries Pretoriaus' force at Bo~plaats on the 29th of 

August 1848. In this battle, described by Sir Harr y Smith as 
•one/ ••• 10 



•one of the mos t severe akir..ishes• he had ever fought. Jan Kook 

was in command of the Boer right wing which suffered aost severely, 

but distinguished 1tselr by its b~avery and discipline, and among~ 

bravest burghers in Jan Iock's commando was Andries P.Cronje. 

The conflict with the Griquas, and especially the subJection 

of the Boer emigrants to the Jurisdiction of Adam K6k, their bitter 

complaints of oppression and coeroion and or British partia~ity 

to the Africans, all thin must have made a great impression on the 

plastic mind or young Piet Cronje, and the disaat•r of Boer arms 

at Zwartkoppies, Touwtontein, Winburg and Boamplaats, coaing in 

suoh quick auooesaion, must have fired his warm heart, embittered 

his te~der soul, and t.bued hia with gr~ deter.inat1on to avenge, 

at some future date, the undeserTed huailiation of his people. 
lJ: ~>~ 1. It I <! nl· ~l 

'
1
' ~ The Orange River 3overeignty was short lived as the Imperial 

authorities were reluctant to assume new responsibilities. But 

""' when they were still considering the terms and means of withdrawi ng -
!rom this embarrassment with good grace, the agile and industrious 

Andries Pretorioua cashed in at the opportune moment, and got the 

British GoTera.ent to reoognise the independence of the Transvaal 

in the f~ous Sand River Convention o~ the 17th of January 1852. -
By it the British Government guaranteed in the fullest manner, 

to the aaigrant !a~ers beyond the Vaal River the right to manage 

their own affairs, and to govern them3elves according to their 

own laws, without any interterence on the part ot the British 

Government, and that no encroachment shall be made by the said 

Government on the territory beyond to the north of the Vaal River. 
~ I 

Her Kajesty's Government also disclaimed all alliances wha~ever 1 

and with whomsoever or the coloured races to the Worth of the Vaal 

River. 

Yurther it was agreed that no sl&Tery is or shall be permitted 

or ~raot1sed in the country to the north of the Vaal RiYer by the 

emigrant farmers. 

It was also agreed that no objection ah&ll be made by any 

British authority against the ~1grant Boera purchasing their su~ply 

or ammunition 1n any of the British colonies and possessions of South 



A!rica1 it being mutually understood that all trade in am.un1t1on 

with tbe nat1Ye tribes is prohibited both by the British Goyernment 

and the --t%wwxtrta .. xt• eaigrant farmers on both aldes of the 

Vaal RiYer. 

Owina to the bitterness and rancour ot party•teeling, 

Comm-General A.Headrik Potgieter and his followers at Zoutpansberg 

bad retaaed to as s ociate themselves with Andries Pretori+us in 

bringing about the Sa~River Convention, and now, when the Conven• 

tion was a !4't acoo~li, prompted by jealousy and animosity, they 

accused Andries Pretori~a of having acted without authority, and 

I 

seekins to make him3elf supreme. ~ong the generality of the 

Dutch Afrikaners, however, the Sand RlYer ConTention was hailed 

with hosannas and acola~ed as a -.aterpiece or Dutch Afrikaner 

diplomacy. 
,, 

Groot was de blijdschap onder de burghers toen wiJ ten laatste • 

na Yele Jaren Yan vermoeiend rondtrekken door de wildernis , na 

aanhoudende str1Jd tegen wilde dieren en nog wilder mensen, na 

ongelooflik zwaar lijden •erkendwerden als een vriJ volk. Ret 

bloed van dapper• mannen en vrouw~n was niet te vergeefs gestort. 

Onze God bet onze gebeden verboord; HiJ bet ons geleid door een 
v wildernia van stryd en bewonden dat wiJ de Yryjheid waardig waren 

waarnaar wij so hard gestreefd, en waarYoor w1! so Yeel geleden 

hadden, Bn wiJ waren dankbaar Jegens Hem en gaYen Hem alle lot en 
. 

liefde" (Brandwag) ( Great was the joy among the burghers, when at 

last, after years of fatiguing peregrinations through the wilderness, 

after constant strife agains t wild an~s and still fiercer men, 

after incredibly bitter suffering, we were recognised aa independent 

people, the blood of our heroes and heroines bad not been abed 
o( 

in Yain. Our God at last he~ our prayers. Be bad led us through 

the wilderness of strlfe- and found us wortny or the freedom for 

which we had striYen so bard, and for which we had suffered so 

bitterl1. and we owe H~ thanl3 and giYe Hta all glory and loYe.) 
I 

These are the words o! Piet Cronje. They typify the 

seftttsents of al~ the Dutch Afrikaner race from 1852 to 1950. 

The Sand R1Yer Convention was tbe1r Magna Charta. 
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After it was ratified at Rustenburg, many freedom loving 

Boers left the languishing Orange River Sovereignty and went to 

seek new homes in the Transvaal, the new Ca~n. Among these 

was Andri e8 CronJe .with his family. He want to the Potchefstroom 

District, and acquired fa~ on the Schoon Spruit to the north 

of the present town of ~erksdorp, The chief of thes e farms he 
d. 

named •a~evonden• (Discovery). Here his son Plet Cronje was 

destined to spend most of the re•aining futy-nine years or bia lite. 

Piet Cronje was now about 16 years of age. He was a well 

developed youth, somewhat spare of body, swarthy or countenance, 

quiet, s tubborn and short tempered, but lithe of limb, industrious, 

methodical and dete~ined. 

Besides ability to read and write, he had no educa tion. 

There were no aohools in the Transvaal at this t~e. His father 

therefore procured the services of an itinerant teacher, one 

Wllliaa de Villiers to give his children the rudt.ents of education, 

Plat made as rapid a progress as can be expected from disjointed 

and irregular lessons with the clamant duties of the farm ever 

knocking at the door of the classroom. He is said to have taken 

special interest in history • first the history of his own people 

as becomes a properly trained ohi1d, and then the history of great 

military leaders, and of the world at large~Brandwag 15/8/1913 
1-' 

p.l68l. 

After the ratifica tion or the Sand River Convention, the 

Transvaal Afrikaners, elated with their newly won independence 

renamed their country the South African Republic, and instigated 

by the muni.tioenoe of the Convention 
~sl· 

of expedi tion!l/ the African trlbes of 

they set on f oot a seri6a 

the northern Transvaal. I 
These expeditions are generally termed punitive. In reality, 

mos t of them were provocative, and all ~f them were protective. 

Their principal reason and objective was to disara the trlbes and 
~ 

thereby secure the Transvaal and its European inhib1tants against 

~ military r1val7J. Yirst there was Hendrik P•tgieter's comm• 

ando against the Bapedi of Sekwat1 in the Zoutpansberg in August 

1852. In the same aontp and yeartbere was Co--end t 
- an Piet e.~ 



14. 

Scholtz•s expedition agai~t the Bakwena or Sechele at Kolo~eng 

and the Barolong or Kontshiwa at Lotlhakane on the Kolopo RiTer. 

Shortly after this, the Republic was called upon to mourn its 

two chief surTiKing architects, the two outstanding figures and 
. 

b1teer riYals df that generation of Dutch Afrikaners - Andries 

Hendrik Potgieter who died in Karch 1853, and Andries Willem 

1acobus Pretori1us who died in July following, and the Volksraads 

in due time appointed their sons Piet Potg1eter and Karlh1nus 
(JJ 

Wessels Pretoripus to succeed their fathers respectively as Command• 
their 

anti ~.SXI•*8*•twxx£rwwxsw. generals, and to carry o~policies• 

and so the commandos against Africans were not long interrupted 

but were, if anything, resumed with greater b•tternesa. 
~ j 

In November 1854, the new Commandants1- 81et Potgieter from 

the Zoutpansberg, and Karthinus W.Pretort;us from Rustenburg led 

their reapeotlTe burghers in a commando against the tribe of Chief 

Kokopane, who had murdered Her;manus Potgieter, brother of the old 
~~ok f.i,. 

commandant1Hendrik, and his party of thirteen men, tbefl women and 

children in a ~••*• shockingly cruel manner. Hermanus was a 

rough, unc1T1l man of violent temper, who looked down with scorn 

and oontampt upon black folk, and his repeated taunts and frauds 

upon Kokopane's people, during his unlawful bunting and trading 

trips proTo ked them to commit this be inous crime. '((Theal& His tory 
r 

of S .A.l854-l872 p.27). The people of Kokopaoe tully exp;1iated 

their crime by being almost exterminated. The Commandants -

General Potgteter and Pretori~us, with Paul Kruger as their chief 

of stall blockaded the tribe for twenty-fiTe ~ days in a large 
in which they had ensconsed themselTes. Nine hundred of them had been 

cavern 2,000 feet long by 500 feet wide~killed, while about two 

thousand had perished of thirst and hunger. The ~es1egers bad 

I 
( 

only four men slightly wounded, but lost their leader Commandant 
t l 

P1et Potgieter, who was str~ by a ball wh1le . directing operations. 

Kokopane himself escaped the dooo of his tribe and the ferocious 

Yengeance of the Dutch Afrikaners/of the Tranevaal. He fled to ~ 

Kapela, a neighbouring chief and xx•ww accomplice. 

In the last two of these commandos, Y1z. the one led by 
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Coma.P. Scholtz against Sechele and Kontshiwa, and th~t led by the 

Commandants General P.Dotgieter and U.W.Pretorilus against Kokop~e, 

Andries P .Cronje took part. Piet Crouje, also, although only 

about seventeen yeara or age, had hopes or being called on commando. 

In this there was nothing unique, for aany Afrikaner boys h~ve 

served in the firing line at the tender age of sixteen with their 

grand•fathers of sixty years not only then, but even in the Anglo-

Boer War or 189Q to 1902. If Piet Cronje took no part in theae 

expeditions, there · is no 6oubt that tt must have been a bitter 

disappointment to the young patriot of 17 or 18 years or age to be 

compelled to stay at home when his countrymen were serving their 

4ountry, and writing their names in letters of blood. 

In 1855, the township of Pretoria was rounded on a farm 

belonging to Comm.Gen.Karthinus Pretori~ue, and in 1857 a represe• 

ntative assambly - the Volksraaj .- was elected by the burghers or 

v arious oornetcies, a Constitution was adopted, and Comm-Gen Karthinus 

Pretori,ue was chosen as the first President of the South African 

Re»ublic, and Potohefstroom was made the seat of Government, later 

Pretoria. The Dutch Refor-med Church was to be the state church, 
I 

the Batavlan flag- three horizontal stripes, red white and blue, 

with the addition of a green vertic~l stripe at the mast end was 

adopted as the Republican flag. S1avery was prohibited~ ~uality ~~/ _.. 

betwee~ black and white people would not be tolerated. 

These matters were no sooner put down upon paper at Potchefs

troom than there was violent commotion in the whole Transvaal. 

Ecclesiastical disputes, parochial jealousies and political 

anUDosities at once flared up, PotchefstroOD pulling this way 

and Zoutpansberg pulling that way; Lydenburg going one way and 

U§recht another way, each cal1ing itself an independent republic; 

each with its · own volksraad, president, commandant-general and other 

paraphanelia of office~, and here and t~ere resignations, ejections, 

~x usurpations of authority, and irregular elec~ions or 

officialsa President M~retori~us going from one Republic to another, 

' now evading the constitution and now trying agains t odds to effect 

union, and Paul Kruger attempting to put an end to anarchy now by . 
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reason and bow by cannon. To make confusion more confounded, 

there was unrest among Afrt.c ~n tribes, constituting an external 

threat to an inte rnally divided community. In the following year, 

howeYer, Zoutpansberg came into line with ~•1&X•t Potche!stroom 

by acoepting its con~ titution, and in 1860 ~denburg and Utrecht 

alJo gave in their ~dhes ion . so that the tour embryo empires were 

welded in one single South African Republic. But now there was 

intestine strife between the various factions and parties for supreme 
~ 

power in the state. Between the men o! Potche!stroom and the men 

of Lyden~urg, espeoially1 there seemed to be an irremediable breach, 

which was nothing more than the perpetuation o! the age- old 
,t.,» ... ~~&h. ~-~t.t..•: 

animosity between the adherents of the old ~o~. Ge Andries 

Pretori; us and Hendrik Potgieter . So bitter was the an~osity 

between parties that there were soon insurreotions and revolts 

in yarious wards and districts that the country was ~rn with anarchy 

and chaos, ending in a minor civil war and ~ state bankruptcy • . 

In 1859 President Y.Pretori~us visited Bloemfontein, and whilst 

there he was elected President of the Orange Free State in succession 

to Jacobus Boshof . There he carrie6 on flirtations with Chief 

0 ~ Ko~hooshoe and realgned the prealdency of the South Atrlaa,IRepub~lo . 
f~~\WBut now again, more suo. i!l 1863 he resigned as president of the -G.l. ' 

Orange Yree State, and sought re-election as president of the South 

Afric~n Republic . 

Peaoe was not restored till 1864, when Karthinus Pretori~us 

was accepted by all p~tles and districts and uniT.ersally re-elected 

. and accredited as the President of the South African Republic, 

~hile Paul Kruger was elected as Commandant-General. 

Durt.ntJ all tht.s turmoil, the Cronjes were on the side of a 

man who gradually emerged as a tower of strength. This was Paul 

~ruger, who was on ebe whole the moderating faotor, and whose grasp 

of the st.tuatlon, whose strong mind, ~nd whose patriotism urged 
r~ ~ lo !.lw..ff~ ~~~ 

him to uphold the constitution, and ,~ first/ oppose the somewhat~ 
• I r. 

unstable.' President V:.Pretori9'us, and there!ore/au.pport the ant1-

Pretorl~u.s party. 

Towards .ehe end of ehe year t856, t~e Volksraad lald down 
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orders for special precautions for communities in various districts 

and wards. Burghers were told to hold themselves in readiness, 

and to form laagers under their respective field cornets and 

commandants. The African tribes along the Olifants River, 

espec~ially those under Chiefs Voleta, Kanekusa, Sekwati and 

Rastti were said to be conspiring to murder any European hunters 

who tr~versed their territories, and people saw in this threat 

a repeti t1on and elaboration of the gruesome Hermanus Potgteter / 
t1Jit5lt· f_ Y•U .. r ft/uw,l£ Jl ' • 1< 4.- 1 

inoidentr and were determined to meet force withv force~ fhere was 

great apprehension of invasion by united forces of Afric3n tribes 

of the Northern Transvaal. The chiefs and the people were greatly 

annoyed at the frequent penetration of their villages and lands by 

European hunting parties, s ome who slaughtered large game at random, 

thus reducing the food supply of . the people. But above all, the 

hunters were mos tly representatives of the reckless, rough and rowdy 

and less law abiding sections of the Europeans society1untr~elled 
by any nice considerations of hwmanity, propriety or just dealing. 

"Ken ca~able of the most abominable cruelty, and meaness but 

possessing the quality ot brute courage roamed along the frontier 

normally as hunters and traders." l (Theall Theal History of S .A. 

p.376). j Early 1n 1856, when he ;as twenty years old, P1et Cronje ~;' 
w~ called up on commando against some African tribe, Je( 
had raided soQe Boer farms, slaughtered some of their herds and flocks 

..~--~ 
and driven off others. The pursuit or the thie~ into their 

t-:-~ 
~I mountain fastness was however abandoned, as the te iain was difficult. 

n Soon after this, there was another expetition against yet 

another African chief Masuba in the Northern Transvaal . He was 

accused of having murdered some .Boer farmers, their wives and. 

children, who were travelling ~hrough and hunting in his district. 

This was quite a large commando and ~l Kruger was in charge, 

while Piet Cronje served as Assistant field cornet under Commandant 

A.C.Swarts. The ~sistant 'rield ~ornet's popularity with the 

burghers somewaht eclips~the Field Cornet and ex~1ted jealousy / 

in the superior officer, leading to some contr~ampa 1n the 

commando, but Piet CronJe's bravery and address so impressed Paul 
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Kruger that he ~ublicly commended him, and however envious Swarts 

might be, he had, at least outwardly to treRt Piet Cronje with 

respect and cons1deration.jfBrandwag& 15/8/1913 p.l68). Piet 

Cronje had been steadily coming to the notice ot his countrymen. 

He was now confirmed in his official position as an Assistant 
1: (! 
field cornet. This was the commencement ot hls public life. 

His duties were partly military and partly civil. A Field 

Cornetoy or ward consisted of from sixty to one hundred and twenty 

households, and every group~ had a Commandant as its military 

~~/ and admini~trative head. The duties ot the Field ~ornet were to 
I 

V· 

administer law and keep a r der in the district, to supervise African 

villaaes, to help the landdrostt or magistrate ot the diftrict, 

~ Native Policy ot the Yoortrekkers pp.74,75) to 
p 
arre5t evil doers and law breakers, to see to the roads and 

bridges, to watch the relations of masters and serTants and cond-

1t1ons of employment, to keep a register of burghers of the ward, 

to help in the collection of taxes and vital statistics, and to 

cheok on stock movements and stock diseases. His military duties 

were to assist the commandants in every way, to call up burghers 

on commando, snd to give out ammunition. The3e duties entailed 

much traTelling and contact with people in all walks of life, 

aad the Yield cornet was thus generally the best known man in the 

diotrict. The salary attached to the Field cornetcy was 200 

R1xdollars or about £15. per annum. 

L..ovC:. '' The year 1857 was among the happiest of Piet Cronje's life. 

He was entrenched as Assistant Field Cornet; he was called up 

again on an important commando, and he was engaged to be married 

to the sweetest girl in the Transvaal. 

Early in the year there was a serious quarrel between the 

governments of the South African Republic and the Orange Free 

~tate. President Karthinus Pretorius. over-anxious for the union 

of the Boer republics had committed acts in the Orange Free State 

which that goTernment regar-ed and characterised as sedition. 

t/ Be went oTer to Bloemfontein. an4totally dis~egarding President 

Boshof ot the Orange Free State claimed chler authority as being 
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van der H~ff, a leadlng oersonage and aocompltsbed scholar, 

recently arrived from Holland. He was !or many yeare the only 
' 

clergyman in the South African Repub11c, tlll 1858. 

Early 1n 1858, the unsatisfactory relations, and constant 

friction botween Africans and Europeans once more manif~sted 
nre.~l&~ 

themselves in the recurrence of bloodshed. ~ clan of Chief 

Kapela, living in the Zoutpansberg are said to have murdered a 

= 

European hunting party and stezed their property. Comm.Gen Steph• 

anus Schoeman of the Zoutpansberg at the head of a strong force 

went agains t them, but they retired behind their strong fortifica• 

tiona among inaccessible hills and mountain gorges. In April, 

Co~ndant Paul Kruger called out a s trong commando to proceed 
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aon, hetr snd successor of Camm·Gen.Andr1e~ Pretor1us, a~d invited 

Chief Yoshoeshoe to Bloemfontein for discussions. These 

pretensions were intolerable, and the Free State Volksraad gave 
n.ofj4 

U.Pretorius twenty-four hours;to quit Bloemfontein and cross the / 

Vaal. A few days after, K.Pretorlus and P.Kruger 

to invade the ~ree State to force the iaaue of union. In this 

·fr' :1 ; Ol'(l~ llllll91-iP!.R~ 1; •• l"l0~ ~ l\!R 'l"e4 4..an, th ~.,.tlJ. ~UdJit -6 
com..• ~n:tinG 

on~ e"C ~~1() Jl~.:l ·· of r~ , &Pe ,.- o:.'\e l'!e\:lld ·nhtUP.Ii.ll:y- expec t Pi~t Cronje I thirst· 

in a.s '1e was for u. bapti~ or fir-::: ... n n111tary distinotion, to be one 

f the i'irst anil M.oat ont'1usia sti c voltmteera . But Cronje d consclen-

tious j&Cruplee which decided hi::n ncainst jo1ninB• He refused to tnke 

part in w t he considered fratricidal \:ar { Herinne:r!.nJen, Brnnlm!.G 

15/8/1913) . 

On tho oppoaite bnnks of the ~enoster River tl Trr:nsv.nl en \ 
~ .~: ree State i'orcos f ced e£ ch other, but at t e criticnl juncture, neither 

\t ired shot • Pretorius r..nd ..ruscr, 
•• 

doubtfu~1ether a.ny personal ~ansi-
1iera tion c~uld possibl~~ justify tho :JhedJln..., of thoir kins.~en t :J bloo 

1 

e.nci soeinG· no usef~l J.""~urpose in ficht1nc.; and les n 1.ope for their side, 

'1oisli 1l o. fla3 of truce , re - cro:Js.., l the Vnal~ n return d to ?otchefs-

troom . 

·he Story benrs rerr.c.r'{able resemblnnce to u.n incident in tl e 

r rea t ' r 1 ~n tl e I.:a 'mbbnra ta. - t e ere at Rin 1u epic, r.hen the Prm ~ as 

o.nd the fiuaravn.s, i'a.c1nc each other .6or battle on the Kurqkshetra field 

were siezed w1 th Iilutt.al ~.d nre 1, c r· ~Y tro .. bled t tl si ht 

of their opponents , 1. diSJ ye t t tho ,)1t of slny1n~ their kins-

• ..:en, lesiren reconciliation • 

At the beginning of the year 1857 Piet Cronje had made the 
• • :.a #t • ....ct-r~l< ~e"fo•tl«rl t.~ ~"' 

acquaintance of Hester Susana, daughter of~ Viss e7\of one or , 
\tU\. &11l•\ N-1' .k4~•"" • Jq"" • • '·r ' r . '- . .Jil-1!L.. f ~ c" J.AM- f/~ltf • .; 
d ~·~J' t e neighbouring farms !' After the ~hilandering of the usual 

•op sit• and courting at the girl's home, the lovers submitted 

to the ceremony of •conferma3ie•, or admission to full membership 

of their church, and were then fo~lly engaged to be married. 
lJ&J~ .. 

Early marriages were the rule among ~ Afrikaners of the 

time, and so on the 24th of Dece~ber 1857, Piet CronJe, then 

twenty-one years of age was Joined in ma~riaony to KeJ.Hester 

s~sana V18aer, aged eighteen years, in the Wederduits Hervormde 
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agains t the people or Kapela. Once more P1et Cronje was one 

of the first men to answer the call. He was bubbling over with 

patriotism and was anxious to disting~ish himself, and was at the 

forefront in inflicting the loss or nearly a thousand cas ualties 

on the Hapela tribe and captur~ing large herds of their stock. 

The northern Transvaal was a veritable festering sore, and 

it was not long before hostilities broke out again between black 

ca.nd Vlhite. The Africans again accused the Europeans of coercion, 

contem~tuousness and brutality, while the Europeans accused 

the Africans of cattle 11!/ting, insubordina tion, and unlawful 

possession or armaments. In October and'December 186~, therefore 

IP · a trong commandos were sent a~.~%X'1'f'j .,.....O.~~cff~.agains t 

the clans of Kabogo (KapochJ and Kalefo (Kalewu) of the district 

of ~denburg, and one of the firs t acts of Pres.U.Pretorius after 
• ltv 

hia re-election was t~ send another commandon864 agAins t the two 
I 

clans , who had not yet been subdued. Piet Cronje took part in 

both commando9, but on each occasion the commando returned without 

engaging the enemy, in the first instance(December 186~)because 

it was recalled owing to the revolt of Commandant Jan Viljoen 
IF(i I 

of Karico, and in the second instance (June 1864) because1 Swazis, 
~faU. 

wh~ had also a bone to p1\ck with Kabogo and Kalefo ~ on their / 

tribes and nearly annihilated them, lea~ng something like six 

thousand men, women and children aead on the field of battle, 

before the Pretoria commando arrived on the scene. 

Ih June 1865, war broke out between the Orange ~ree State and 

the Basotho of Moshoeshoe. Pres.Yarthinus Pretorius, of the S,A. 
-i.J(- irr'< .1. U't . .. 

Re»ublic was also expres4dent of the Orange Free State, and his 

sympathies were wholly with ths Free State. In earnest terms 
to 

he appealed to the burghers of the S .A.Republic to go/the 

help a! the Fr~e State, but a threatening cloud of Zulu invasion 

made such help impossible Just then. 

came that armed bands or vindictive 

Shortly arter,t1d1ngs I 
(1.'4\ h~··n4) 

Basotho under Ramanehella'l 

who were pillaging Free State farms and burning homesteads as 

an act of warfare, had fallen upon the tr~nsport wagons or one 

Piet Pretorius, and uncle or Pres.Pretorius and a burgher of the 
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South African Republic, on the Free State border near the Drakens -

bergen, massacred Pretorius, his four sons and his servants, and 

then removed his oxen his wagons and goods. PTeaideat Pretorius 

there/upon demanded from Yoshoeshoe the delivery of the murderers, 

and compeasation commensurate with their crime. Receiving no 

satisfaction, he and Comm- Gen.Paul Kruger in September 1865 led a 

strong force of ~70 men to aid the Free State against the Basotho 

and at the same time to avenge the blood of their countrymen . 

knong those Transvaal burghers was Piet Cronje who agaln distinguished 

h1m3elf by his ardour and fearlessness . The Transvaal force was 

suddenly attacked at Naauwpoort one early morning by a strong 

Basotho force under Volapo . There w~ panic ia the laager, and 

disaster ~as only averted by the cool confidence ot Comm- Gen.Paul 

Kruger, and the courage and discipline of men like Piet Cronje . ~' 
Ot!ttLil~ 

One ~ during thio war, CronJe ~~d t~ree compani ons were away from 

the laager, when they found t~emselves surrounded by twenty Basotho 

warriors . Without wai ting , Cronje and his mates immediately opened 

fire on them, and drove tbem off . 

Having effected Junction with the Free State forces under · "-~\

Gen\rtok, the combined Transvaal and Free State commandos engaged 

the Basotho Lmpis first at Leribe, and then at Cathcart's Drift 

on the Caledon, de~feating them on both occasions and capturing 

muoh spoil in 770 horses 8,000 cattle and 4,000 sheep on 23rd 

October. The division of this booty led to disp• te between the 

orange Free State and the South African Republic armies, and on 

the 30th of October, Pretorius and Kruger and their burghers left 

Fiok and his Free State men to p- ddle their own canoe . 
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In 1867 Schalk van N1ekerk, a farmer living near Hopetown 

observed a neighbourta child playing with a very brilliant pebble. 
e . 

The ~hild's mother gave it to van Niekerk for the asking. 

Afterwards a traaer, John O'Rtilly saw the stone, and suspecting 

• 

it to be a diamond had it sent to Dr.Atherstone of Grahamstown, and 

afterwards to Kr.Herite, the French Consul at Cape Town. Both 
~~ 

pronounoed1a diamond. A second stone was discovered again near 

Hopetown, a third on the banks of the banks of the Vaal Riv~r, 

and after s everal others a large stone was found in Uarch 1869 

in possession of an African medicine man as one of his char.ns. 

It was 83 carats in weight and was after•ards sold for £11,000. 
Ar~·.., 

How much the1owner received is not stated. 

By the end of the year, many stones had been found on the 

northern bank of the Vaal River near its confluence with the Harts 

River, and digger~ were soon swarming over the ar••· 

The territory in which diamonds were found had no less than 

five claimants .. namely the :::,outb African Republic, the Griquas 

of Nicholas ~terboer, the Koranas of Massou, the Batlhaping of 

Yahura and the Barolong ot Koroka, and later, the Orange Free State 

(Pres.Brand). 

In 1870 diamonds were found on the south bank of Free State 

side of the Vaal River and more diggers came. Later in the year, 
~ 

more diamonds were found some diatance from the river at Dut Oitspan, 

on the Free S tate side, near its border with the Griqua territory 

of Cornelius Kok, and again thousands of diggers rushed there. 

These rushing movements and excited flockings of diggers here and 
\~~ there ~ like the gathering of birds of prey over carrien. 

Ell the claimants, the Barolong the Batlhaping, the Griquas, 

the Koranas and the S.A.Republic claimed the whole or part of the 

territory along the northern bank of the Vaal.River from its 

confluence with the Harts River upwards *nd eastwards to t~e Kaquassi 

spruit, then along that spruit up along the Kaquassi bills and 

above the source of the Harts River to the % source of the Kolopo 

River. The eastern line of this disputed territory, namely 
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the llne of the Kaquassi spruit and mountains northward.-% cut 

off the town and all the district of Bloemhof, and many farms of 
e. 

the Potchefstroom distrl4t from the South Afrtcan Republic. 

It came very close to the Schoon spruit, and was within twenty• 

five miles of Andries, and Piet Cronje's farms of GoedgeTonden and 

Palmietfontetn. 

Several letters were exchanged and eeveral interviews and 

meetings were held between the officialR of the s .A.Republic and 
(.. 

other ola.iman ts with a v6ew to exploring s orne bas is of agreetaenttp 

but all without avail. Finally, a representative conference of 

all parties was held at Buurmansfrift on the Yolopo RiTer close to 

Kafeking on the 15th of November 1870. Present on behalf of the 

~ .A.Republic were Pres~srthinus Pretorius, Comm-Gen.Paul Kruger, 

Kessrs T.J.Steyn, M.loubert, J.Botha, H.Greer, H.Beukes, H.Coetzee 

and :r.snyman. The Barolong were represented by their chiefs Phoi, 
A. 

Uontshiwa, Koroka, Molema, Vat~ba, Kakgobi and Izaak Yotlhabane; 

the Bahuru tshe by Chief lto ilwa from \far 1co 1 thefaangwaketse by 

Chief Gaseit9iwe from Kanye and the Koranas of Captain Yassou by 

Andries Rei .. The Rev.Joseph Ludorf, chief Kontshiwa's m1ssionary 

did the inter~reting. 

In this conferenoe, Vontshiwa claimed for ~11 the Barolong · 

tribes the country bounded on the east by a line from - the source 
' 

of the Kolopo RiTer to the source of the Harts R1Ter thence to the 

eource of the Schoo~spruit and along that riTer to the Vaal and 
• 

0 along the Vaal River westward tp • its confluence with the Harts 

River. and thence westwards to the Kgalagare (Kalahari Desert). 

If Yoroka's claim had been surprising to the representatives 

of the S.A .Republio, Vontshiwa's must have been staggering. And 

what was to become of the Cronjes? Their farms were swallowed up 
j(-~ ~,,.~ ~s 14':'~ !AA.I-7t..el·l!~rn.~i I 

wholly within th ts claim of Vontshiwa. 1\'ft.l.,o~ of ,::s•n'C'""1 "f ni~A16;..,..,.,. AI· 
~U)tt • ~a,.~ c)~r:st...._;~ fYI-fclttH1 Jf'n.rl lw .,,.~,_ f~' ,~{· If''-',.,._ • 

~~~ As no agreement1could be reached, it was mutually agreed to 

refer the dispute to a court of arbitration. In February 1871, 

the new Governor Sir Henry Barkly caused deeds of submission to be 

drawn up and these were duly signed by Pres.Pretorius for the S.A 

Republic, and also by the Burolong Chiefs, the Betlhaping chiefs and 
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the Grtqua chiefs. Yr.Anthony O'Reilly on behalf of the S .A. 

Re~ublic, and Yr.John Campbell on behalf of t~e Afrlcan and Coloured 

chiefs were to be Judges of the arbttratlon c~urt, and in case •r 
their disagreeing Lt :Gov.Robert Keate of Natal was to be um;ire . 

~ 
To the great excitement and expedtanoy of all concerned, 

the arbitration court was opened at Bloemhof on the 4th of April 

1871. Pres. ~rth1nus Pretorius and hio State-Attorney Frederick 

K'letri conducted the case for the South African Republic a !.!r.David 

Arnot, a Euro-African (or Coloured) and exceptionally cleTer l~~yer, 
. N.~~~ta.. 

together with attorney D.C.Grant appeared for Chief J.Waterboer 

and his Gri~uaa, Attorney Grant and Kr.Edwards for the Bat1haping 

of KanJurwane, and the Rev.Joseph Ludorf for the Barolong chiefs 

Phoi, Yontshiwa and Koroka, and also t or' the Batlh.ping Chief 

Botlha~iteae, while Kr .Carel ¥athey app~ared for the Bagwaketse 

Chief Gase1ts1we, and for the Ba-Vaidi ohier Motlhabane, 

The court listened patiently to evidence from the 5th of April 

until the 19th of June, but in the end, as was generally foreseen, 

the Judges disagreed, and the f i nal dec i s i on now awx•• devolved 

u~on the wapire • Lt . Governor R.Keate . 

On the 17th of October 1871, after carefully studying the 

evidence, he announoed his findings in the decision every since 

known as the Keate Award, whic) caused something like an earthquake 

in South Africa. It denied the So~th African Republic all the 

land from the source of the Kolopo River past round the source 

of the Harts River to the source of the Maquasai apruit and down 

that river to the Vaal River . All the district of Bloemhof and 

Jarta of the districts of Potohefstroom and Karioo were thus cut 

~w~y . trom what was claimed to be the South African Republic. 
~ /~ l ', ,., JJHu 

• The ~ublication of the Award was greeted with a storm of lndig-

nation in the Republic. The floodgates of vituperation were 

-idely opened upon the president and hl~ execut1Ye so that he had 

no other cour e than resign in November. The member3 of the 

Volksr.ad were ab~iYe in thei r criticis•. They and the farmers 

who were hardest hit said. and c~lled Karthtnus Wessels Pretortus 
a-d 

a meddlesome,iabec1le1prec1pi tant ~resident . They raked up the 
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Had he not blundered in the same way in his over anxiety 

to unite the Trekker republics in 1817 by strutting X..S into 
~-- ~1 

Blo.mfoteln, makin~ prepoeteroua1~ dictatorial claims, and illega-

lly inviting Koshoeshoe to XkKa a conference in that foreign 

capital? Had he not again gone behind them, slipped into Bloemfo

ntein and begged for the presidency of the Free State in 1860 and 

throtm them overboard, and then again deserted the .Free State to 

beg for the S.A.Republlc presidency? Wasn't it he who without 

due authority issued a Froclamation on the 29th of April 1868, 

extending the boundaries of the S.A.Republio from Langebergen 

to Lake Ngami as soon as he had heard that gold bad been di~covered 

on the Tati, and thus butting into Portuguese poase~eions, and 

aleo •nvlting Sir Phlli~ Wodehouse'n superior snub, and had to 

exeout• an undignified climb down? Ha• he not again, in June 

1870 too hastily granted Kunich and Posno and Webb the exdlusive 

right to search for diamonds along the Vaal River for twenty-one 

years , and had to withdraw his concess ion with ill grace? And 

now what was the outcome of his tmbecilities,t He had lost the 

Re~ublio thousands of square miles of land. •zijne regeering was 
;.. 

geenzins eene gelukkige geweestJ zijne b•nnenlandache regeering 
-was kraohteloosJ zijne buitenl~ndsche politiek was geenszin~ tegen 

di~ der vijanden van die Republike opgewassen. Zonder eenige 

zelf standighetd was bij de prooi van anderen geworden.~Oordt van . 

J.F; Paal Kruger p.l43J. His critics sneered at him and raked 

'" all this up. They s aw that he was prectpitait and presumptuous. 

Blinded by anger they did not see that he was passionately patriotic, 

and by no means phlegmatic. 

The Cronjes who never liked him much, and part of whose lands 

was lost by the president's ineptitude became bitter against 

" him and joined in thts oprus of denuncia tion and in hounding him 

from his exalted office. 

The Xeate Award was however never translated into fact, 

because the British Government, besides greedily swallowi~g up the 
• l...o.d, 

dlamondiferous bone of conteition,1 ~e1ther the tUDe nor desire to 

embroil itself ln South African disputes , and the S .A.Republlc 



continued to include regions which the Keate Award h~d theoretically 

hacked away from it. 
1: ~ 

The ]urghers ot. the s.A.Republic were ~t in search of a 

President. He must be a clever man of high educational quali!ica-

tions . He mus t be versed in diplomacy, gifted with eloquence 

and posses sed of vision. "llen moest een gestudeerd, kna~ man hebben, 

dle in 

vijand 

Afrika 

1 <oordt 

.. om met den mend, ~ 
... 

st4t was m2t de pen en papier den 

te beveohten; een Afrikaner, x:a:t wien het welzljn van Zuid 

~n van de Republiek in bet bijzonder aan het harte lag.• 

J.Ft Paul Kruger p.l44l They disdained and skipped 

a s trong man and a pa~riot, Paul Kruger at their very door step • . 

He was hurt and offended, but neTer s aid a word to betray his 

~eelings. They cas t their eyes across the Vael ~nd inTited 

Pres ident Jan Brand or the Free State who was recognised as e n 

able and~ shrewd ~tatesman . He declined with thanks and 

advised them to proceed cautiously. They looked further afield, 

sounded the Rev .. Fra.ncois T.Burg~ers of Hanover, Cape Colony; 

cha.nsed the Grond Wet or Constituin of the Republic to make him 
4-t l.d. 

who was not an elector, eligible. He accepted nomina. tion 
1 
was 

duly elected Pres ident of the S.A.Republic. 

The d tsvoYery of diamonds came just when the S .A.Republic 

was in the hollow of depreasion, after its three years of civil 

strife, when times were hard, money scarce and unemplo~ent rife. 

Kany men, especially from the Wes tern TransTaal, went to the 

diggings, and if they did not make fortunes, they at least made a 

ltving as diggers , transport riders hawkers and traders. Farmers 

also found a ready market for their produce, and the depression 

gradua lly receded before the ~dvancine wRve of protperity. Piet 

Cronje shared 1n this ~r:sperity, makin~ good money as a transport 

contractor, and also by selling his far.m produce. 

CHA ~~ Ine.,July 1869 Assi ~ t ant Field Cornet Piet CronJ e thoughtles sly 

committed an offence which must haTe cos t him much haart . burning . 
(i 

and many years of promotion. The offence was one of kidna~plng, 

and on the 4th of Augus t he duly a~peared before the landdros t ... 

or mRgis trate at Potche: strooc , being accus ed ~f abus ing his 

I 

I 

I 
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official positi~n, going beyond his Schoon~pruit wa rd and the 

di ~ trtct of Potchefstr "'om, with thirty oen to Harts River, where 

he wrongfully and maliciously att~cked an African village, removed 

men, women children and cattle, and had them dis tributed (for a 

consideration no do~bt) among the farmers or Schoon S~ruit. 

t~ J{<Landdros Potchefs trooo Bunde! ~4,24 August 1869)(u .R . ~ 26 Okt . 

1869 Art 1~) 

This was a serious crime, especially in view of the fact that 

the S.A.Republio was just then being reviled and Rer1ously 

oriticised of s lave holding propensities , and of oppression and 

coerqion of African tribes within its borders .x--This reo;o~ 

was a matter that tn{ured it in the eyes of the outside ~orld, \ -
and the Republic was at pains to clear itself of the charge, not 

e, 
only by statements.- and manifestos, but by aftual deed~ and 

refor..ed methods of administration. On the 29th S~pte~ber 1857, 

the Pres ident had issued a Proclamation "forbiddine tb~ ~ale of 

barter of bl~ok children", and "prohibtting tran$ fer~ of 

apprenti ceships, except when made before the landdrost~, •end in 

1858 Traffic Rnd indentures of ooloured children wac forbidden 

~/ under penalty of a fine of e1oo to £soo.[ <Theal:History of s.~ 
besides denunciations by t~e Aborigenes ' 

Proteotion Society in London, and meny books 7 several pamphlets and 

a plethora of news paper articles tn England and South Africa all 

showing the Dutch Afrikaners in a very unfavourable li~ht, there 

wa~ an offical Blue Book published in 1869, conta ining the"Corres 

spondence relating to the alleged kidnapping and enslaving of 

young Africans by the pec~le of the Transvaal Republic.• 
~-------------

~Veldkornett~n zullen stiptelijk waken voor de wet waarbiJ 

die z1ch s chuldig maakt aan het vervoaren van kleurl i ngen of hunne 

k i ndPren over de grenzen der Republiek, of de gemelde jonge 

kleurl i ngen verhandelen of verkoopen; beide koopers en verkoopers 
J!, 

zullen ges traft worden met on~~engin der k l eurli ngen, en eene boete 

van .£100 tot £500 of bij onvermogen met gevanges traf." {Ref.? ) 

Piet Cronje was at thts t i me A~st~nt Field Cornet under 

Field cornet B.H.Swart of the ward Schoonsnruit. 
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Sw~rt stated in evtdence inter al i a th3t Cronj~ commuted the 

offence without his (Swartts) knowledge, ~ermission or a~~tst~nce . 

Cronje was found guilty of the ch~rge and fined accordinely . 
e, 

He was furious , he proteqted hiq innocence, and char~terlsed 

Swart's evidence as pure fabrication and defamation, ~nd afterwarjs 

asked Swart to recant, but of cour3e th~ latter would not. In . 
..(.. 

high dudgeon Piet Cronje resigned his pos ition as As~•stant ~1eld 

~It( comet~Landdrost Potchefstroom Bunde! 41 Bri~f van P .A.Cronje 

'h'J Po tc hef s troom, 6 Aug, 1869) JcBB . 7 82/69 Br l e f vRn ~ 1e S ta a tc e kre tarts 

aan Laddro~ Potchefstroom tnhoudende kopie van Brief van P . A.Cronje, 

Pretori~ 17 Aug.1869 J . Cronje wac discharged from his officL~l 

poRition on the 26th of October (1869), being re9laced a~ Assistant 

F~eldcornet by S .D.J.van der Kerwe. Sullen and recentful, 

he retired tn hiq !~rrn Palmiet!ontetn, and there, in search of ~~ace 

of mind, he immer ed him~elf in h~rd work. 

In this incident was reveal~d the less attractive s ide of Ptct 

,"tAl' 

I 

, 
Cronjes character, namely lawlessness, in that he, an assistant Field 

cornet, and a guardian of the law should set the frequently 

promulgated law of his country against human traffic at noughtl 

coarseness of grain and lack of respect for elementary human rights 

in raiding African Tillages and trafficking in human beings; 
-tv .,. 

preTarication and legalistic inveraclty 1~ seeking to con)oTert 

the clear proofs of his guilt and the well-founded eTidence of 

Field cornet Swart1 and finally indiscipline and obstinacy in not 

submitting readily to correction, nor willingly acc•pt1ng his well• 

meritted punishment, and also in &tte~ting to intimidate a 

legitimate witness in a court of law. 

Some of these undesirable traits were to appear again and apain 

in Piet CronJe's carrier at a later date. 
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CHJf v - I • PRESIDENT THOKAS FRANCOIS BURGERS . 

On the 1st of July 1872 the Rev.Thomas F.Burgers succeeded 

to the presidency of the South African Republic. A hard "~rker, 

a conscientious and cleTer man of high education, he was also a 

brilliant theorist and super-optimist, but quite unpractical, 

envisaging colossal schemes and entertaining gran• idea~ far beyond 

realisation by the poverty-stricken and untutored populace he was 

called upon to lead •. 

At first the high hopes reposed upon him seemed to be justified 

as be raised a loan to discharge the internal State liability of 

£60,000, erected the much needed Government offices, regulartsed 
. ~,w~ (~ 

State appointments, and negotiated, more or less successfully with 
I Mo.st'w~ 

powerful African chiefs like Moshete, UontPhiwa, Gasebon~ Mass~ 

an~ Ce~ayo,inductng most of them to cede to the S ,A.Reyublic the 

territorial rit>hts accorded them by the Keate Award, and thereby 
~~~~ 

skillfully~undermining that instrument. 

Pres.Bursers envisaged a powerful and prosperous S .A.Republio 

of high international prestige, equipped with all the accomplish• 
~ wal.t-o-r<J~ fu'tt\;SI14t.C · 

ments and requisites of old/ European states, e~1~ed with railways 
I 

and harbours, offices, telegraphs~ambaasadors, schools and colleges~ 

and a ful ly equipped ciTil service. 

In 1875 he obtained the sanction o! the Volksraad to proceed 

to Euro~e to negotiate a loan of £ 360,000 for his pet ambition, 

the construction o! a railawy to Delagoa Bay, a venture which 

however ended in a dismal fiasco. In Hollanj he also engaged 

""' eminent scholars and high officials for non-existent positions in , 
the S .A.Republic. 

When in April 1876 Pres.Burg~ers returned from Europe, he 

found a sad state of affairs in the Re~ublio. The State coffers 

were amp ty • There wa9 simmering discontent among the burghers, 

and the party in opposition to him bad grown in strength . To 

crown it all the Baped1 tribe of Sekukunt, living in the w1ld 
/.AJtb~\.lr.t..rg 

and mountainous district of Ljjdenburg in the Borth~est of the 

Transvaal had been in fretful mood, and was now in cam open 

rebellion against the Republic. They objected to gold prospectors 
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£
They were tired 8! paying taxes, and of bei~g ruled by foreigners. 
They were craving for independence. That is to say they set 
the example in 1876 which the S .A.Republic was to co~y and improve 
upon in 1880. 

~ --=-- ~ 
in their districts; they refu~o give up their lands for 

Pres.Bur~ers• railw~y acheme~The President hastily assembled 

a commando, but to his dismay both Paul Kruger, who h~d beou 

relieved of his position as Commandant~eneral in 1873, and Piet 

Joubert the Acting President declined to take charge, and so 

the President himself assumed the command of the force of 1,100 
~...o4"-

burghers1 answered the c~ll, reinforced by 500 Swaz i warriors. 

With Pres.Burgers were Ex-Pres.Uarthinus Pretorius as honorary 

commandant-general,wbtle Comm. iklaas J.Smit, who five year3 

later m~de a name for hUnself at Uajuba went as Lt.G~neral. 

The war, which commenced on the 4th of July (1876) with an 

ass ault on athebi's Kop, a stronghold which Pres.Bur~ers in 

colourful language called 'Little Gibralter' enJded just after 

one month without having realised the purpose for which it was 
~ 

embarked upon, namely the subjugation of the Bapedt.
1 

Baped1 

lost however, two thousand men killed, incldding three sons 

and two br•thers of the Chief Sekukuni, a.nd the war cost the 

S .A.Republic about fifteen casualties and £20,000 in money. 

Bur~ers now commissioned one Coenrad V.Schlickman, an ex- officer 

of the Prussian army to raise a force of volunteers to crush 

the Bapedi, and to pay themselves by the apoil3 of war in cattle 

and. farms. 

There •was a war of massacre and unrestrained brutality. Women 

and children were murdered and the wounded slaughtered by 

Von $chl1ckman's order~ / (Walker E.A . a ~x Cw.bridge Sistory 

r '""-~~ of the British Em»ire ~.463\Ba was killed in action, and his 

successors Alfred Aylward and Abel Eras~u~·~cd on his 

atrooities.t trbid) Among the strongest opponents to Burgers 
y ~ .t.:#.~ lti..t.O ·~, 

wa~ Paul Kruger~ his1'~ qr an~erefore it is most probable 

that P1et Cronje did not join thi~ expedition. He was a conser

vative, and he was ene 'f the party, like Paul Kruger ~htch was 

ib bitter opposition to the "beschaafdes• the elite or progress~ 
,... ~· -t!: . 

ives of/BurgeiS ie~, in fact already a Paul Kruger man, and 
,. 

as such would not~ as much &S lift his little finger 

to as s ist Pres.Burgers. 
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In fact so bitter ~ere they agains t him that they could not 

be induced to go and protect their country in his company, and 

they mus t have taken an · ~ish delight in the frus tration of his 
tw'~~;: ,~..,. 

military plans and the collapse of his 'be schaafde' ~achemes. 

Piet Cronje , especially, would probably be among the farmers 

who hated the Railway s cheme of Bvrgers, as being calculated to 

take the bread away from thel~ mouths and from him who lived 

by transport riding. What was to beoome of their wagons and 

their trek oxen when the rail•ay u•urped their legitimate function? 

The thing was ungodly like its unorthodox promoter Burgers. 

The feeling, already s trong against Pres.Buriers was 

increased by the universal sense o! failure of his campaign, and 

when he ~posed a special tax of £2 to defray the war expenses, 

the hopes of his re-election to presidency in the following year 

dwindled to ~ .... ~"- , .. ~ ~' ~A.<.-t~L,t- .l.t~lu..i.A t •"~ IC:.a. ~~l J......,l· 4., I~ zero. ~· . r 1 . ,..-t ~ ""'"" r-c- l¢i\.~>{a. '~~tid. 
Things looked blaok in the Republic. The country was faced 

with inescapable bankruptcy; trade was at a standstill, the 3.A. 

Republic £1 note was worth only 1/-, the Bapedi were triumphant 

and the Zulus of Cetshwayo were threatening; the burghers were 

discontented and divided. On one thing only •ere they united, 

and that was to haTe nothing to do with the much noised scheme of 

the Colonial Secretary Lord Carnavon, namely the Confederation of 

South Afrlcan colonies and republics under the British flag, or 

with ousht else that might affect their independence by one 
1i&. 
ttltle or iota. Paul Kruger was making capital out of Burger's 

irreligion and extravagance, and the presidential election was 

approaching. 
l· A~Nt:.'xAI " { IN• I 

In January 1877, the multilingual, suave and accompli~hed 

Theophilus Shepstone, late Secretary of Native Affairs in Natal, 

arrived at Pretoria. He had come 'as a friend'. He was 

mysteriously sent as a British Special Commiss ioner with large 

powers, and despite remonstrances, he issued, on the 12th o! April 
~'{·~ 

a Proclamation annexing the~s.A.Republio under the name of Trans • 

vaal, to the British possessions, and he at once assumed supreme 

i 
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authority while Thomas Burgers retired to the Cape, where be 

aubse~uently died in December 1881. / llany vi.e1ts favourable o/ / 
and unfavourable, and varying according to political sympathy, 

have been expressed on the Annexation. The British eacuse 

for annexing the Transvaal was that it was threatened internally 

with b~ruptc~. It owed £300,000 and had only 12/6d in the 
~~· Treas ury. Also that it was w~a.k and/ threatened externally 

. ' 
by the Zula impis of Cetshwayo. !he TranRvaal maintained that 

the annexation was a grave and inexcus able breaih of the Sand 

River Convent ion of 1852 ttKotzef J.' llemoi r s and Remmiscences 
~ , 
Q:t 335)~athan ll~Paul Kruger ~p.llO , 121 ) but the British replied 

t:(,: 
that the Sand River Convention !!t not exis@ as its ~revisions 'rJ>{ 

had been flagrantly infringed upon by the Boers by practising 

slavery.1 (N/lzon Joh'a..The Story of .the .Transvaal pp.21, 47). 

Al~st immediately after annexation business improved and 

money flowed into the Transvaal, but the burghers were aggrieved 

at the los s of their independence , ia•-•fte-bar~ber~-were·ag~ 

Tha immens ity of thi.s losn was no~t first realised, so suddenly 

had it come. But as weeks and months passed, indignation 

and intense bitterness developed among the ~eo~le of Dutch 

extraction in the Transvaal, the Orange Free State and the Cape 

Colony, and no words were strong enough to denounce Albion's 

~xLt perfidy.4 (Nathan U;Paul Kruger p.l21) • 
..,._,.AAIDIIol-/1 I\.0~1C ~d 

.il.AI~~«~ll:) Q,t In y 1877) the executive of the recently aboriat~d 

Rc~ublic appointed Paul Kruger and Dr.~.P.Jorisaen, an eminetly 

acoe~table im~ort of the utterly unacceptable Ex·Fresident 

Burgers, as a deputation to proceed to the Colonial Of~ice and 

protest to Lord Carnavon against the annexation, but their journey 

was in vain. Lord Carnavon told them that the Annexation was 

irrevocable. 

After their return ~roa Europe t h ey address ed large meetings 

all over the country during the f1r~ t quarter or the following 
, 

ye ar (1878) 1n which the !urgher9 clamoured more and more against 

Annexation. In Karch, Sir Theophilus Sheps tone, behaving with 
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autocratic intolerance to the Boers as people vested with great 

authority are apt to do, threatened punishment to those taking 

p~rt in these public meetings. Finally, however, the burgherg 
t 
aboae Paul Kruger and Piet Joubert, with Edward Bok as their -
aecret•ry, to proceed again t~ England t~ endeavour to obtain %&• 

the restoration of their independence. Again, however, . 
the deputation returned 'onverrtgttersake', without having 

effected its purpose. Sir MichQel Hiohs-Beach, the new Colonial 

Secretary told the Deputation, on the 6th of August that 

•rt was impossible for many reason~ that the ~•een's sovereignty 

should be withdrawn from the TraBaTaal. 

Returning to the TransTaal in December, the member, of the 

De~utation addressed huge crowds in excited meetings, and 

Independence became the burthen of eyery conversation, the 
~ 

yearning of every youth in the field, the nursery ~ime in every 
t\tut 

household a~ the cry of every 
? 

neVI-born baby/ the text of every 

sermon from the pulpit. 

The Boer leaders, having failed to influence the Colonial 

Office now tried to enlist the sympathy ~t the offic~als on the 

spo t. They approached Sir Owen Layon, the n~w Administrator 

of the Transvaal, who had succeded Sir Theophilus Shepstone. 

For answer he delivered to them a homily on the advantages and 

benefits of British Solonial administration. They next 

implored Sir Bartle Frere the High Commissioner, that they 

wanted the conditions of the Sand River Convention returned to 

them. He answered that t,ey mieht as well ask to return to 

the Garden of Eden as to the Sand River Convention. Then they 

bese&ehed Sir Garhet Wolseley, who ~ucoeeded Sir Bartle Frere, 

and on milit~ry stilts and supercilious m~nner be assured them 

that •the sun would forget to shine in the heawens, and the Vaal 

River ~auld run bQc~~rds to its sources sooner than the British .,, 
flag would cease to fly over Transvaal territory. Throughout 

the year they tried all constitutional means to re&aln their 

independence, but in vain. 

I 



I' 

A Peoples Committee hnd been .appointed under the chairmanship 
T 

of Ex-Pres ident ~thinus Pretorius. It now called a meeting I 
at Wonderfontein near Pretoria tor the lOth of December 1879. 

The meeting was attended by some 6l000 Afrikaners. The Vierkleur 

wa9 hoisted. Feeling ran high. In a strong resolution the 

people demanded their independence. They resolved: 

1. That the time for memorials to the Engli5h Government 
~ 
f 

is p~sta in that w~ deliYerance is possible. 

2. That the people of the s .A.Republic have never been 

and do not wish to be Her Uajesty's subjects. 

3. That the people des ire that the GoTernment of the S.A. 

Re~ublic shall be restored and that the Volksraad shall be convened 

as s oon as possible. 

4. We will never submit to the Britis h Government, and 

will continue emphatically to protest agains t all proclamations. 

5. We s olemnly declare to · be prepared to sacrifice our 

life and s hed our blood for our independence. 

These palpitating deeds were. letters of a ~±az strange 

alphabet l aboriously but unconsciously being as sembled, shuffled 

and re-arranged to spell names hitherto unknown in the annals 

of his tory. One of these ~as a name of ten letters • PIET CRONJE. 

He ~as in that meeting of Wonderfontein. He had been in nearly 

all the meetings addressed by the members of the ftrst and the 

second deputa tions to the Coloni~l Office af~er their return 

!rom England. Like every true Afrikaner his feelings had been 

stirred, his patriotism fired, and hi3 resentment against the 

" English Governo~nt roused. Inde~noe had become an ideal and 

ruling pass ion. 

At this Wonderfontein meeting, a sub-committee of xkrt~ 

thirty 'vorr.manne• or Liutenants was chosen, one liutenant for 

" each ward in each district. !he choice naturally fell on 

the already existing fieldcornets. In the division of Schoon 
SlrltJL' sp .. it wherein the Cronjes lived and were highly respected, the 

choice fell on Piet Cronje. 
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The sub-committee was a liason between the burgher' of the 

Republic and the Volk's or People's Committee. It had to keep 

the ideal of independence constantly before the burghers. It 

had to report and make suggestions to the People's Committee, 

and also to report and make suggestions and giTe advice to the 

Kx% seTeral wards or each district. H.P.Kalan of Rustenburg 

was vooraitter or chairman of the sub-committee. Malan and Piet 

Cronje then proposed to the larger People's Committee that failing . 
compl46nce by the British authorities with the burghers' demands, 

by the sixth of April, 1880, all dealings and rel~tions with 

the Bnglish people should be broken oft, and that there should be 

a complete boycott of all things Englishflanguage, literature, ~ 

schools, business houses, hotels; to burn and destroy all writings, 

books or documents in the English language; to remove all Afrikaner 

children from English s chools; to forbid the speaking of English 

in Afrikaner homes; to refuse hospitality to English people, to 

n t.l't , '""' boycott Englis h businesses, conceraa and ente•p•ises; to forbid 

assistanoe to English people under any circumstances in any way. 

All this sounds something like the happenings of the year of grace 

1950. 

As if deliberately to add fuel to fire, ~ir Garnet Wolseley 

c aus ed Vwthtnus Pretorius and Eduard Bok, the chairman and 

Secretary respectively or the People's Coamittee, to be arrested 

and imprisoned for crimen laesae majes tatis. Eduard .Bok was 

releas ed on bail for £3,000 while for Pre t orius bail wa~ refused. 

Thi~ matter caused great excitement among the burghers. They 

collected in knots all over the country and qpote of resorting 

to arms, to defend themselves. The number of prefect~ chosen 

for the district of Potchefstroam wa~ increas ed. Ptet Bezutden-
~ ~~ 

bout was a~potnted for Moot River, W~llem Schoeman for V~ . 
River, Andries Oos terhuis for gats r and and Chr1stofel Kamfer for 

ll.akwaaai./ ( H~'•ulA ~l""fJ''"' &flr4t .. d..w-tt.~j •~1~/ llf l~ {• 1']1 ) 

To theee and other prefects, CronJe proposed that they 

should elect a head prefect ~ong themaelTes , who should be their 

spokesman and representative to the People's Committee, and he 
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