
 
 

JANUARY 1990 
 
Mon 1 
 
An eight point peace plan has been offered by the Angolan government to the Unita 
forces, including elections in five years. Rule by a one party state is paramount and 
there is no need of a western style democracy, as Unita demand. The Luanda 
government await the rebels response. 
 
There are reports of heavy fighting in the province of Cuito Cuanavale. 
 
Wed 3 
 
Driven out of South Africa, in 1966 Peter Hain, son of the first white couple to be 
detained under the countries security laws, has returned with a television  crew to 
investigate the state of sport in the republic, and the economic effects of apartheid. 
 
A Cape Town squatter camp - Browns Farm,with 25,000 residents, has no services 
whatsoever. 
 
There has been a strong resurgence of the African National Congress in the townships. 
The liberation movement is very critical of the money spent on the rebel tour and the 
little spent of need in the townships. 
 
Mr J du Plessis, of the South African National Olympic Committee, will meet the 
International Olympic Committee’s Appeals Board and the National Security Council 
in Paris, to work out ways that will allow multi - racial sport back onto the world stage 
ie one to one international and grand prix competitions. 
 
A review of the television programme “First Tuesday” 10.35pm - 1135pm - Death 
Row. 
 
Fact from 1962 to 1986 there were 1,500 hangings - 15 in the first 5 weeks of F W de 
Klerks presidency a ratio1:3 days/hanging the 1980’s - 1,200. See SA Tape 21. 
 
Thurs 4 
 
Right wing Mozambiquan rebels said yesterday that they had killed 42 government 
soldiers and 30 Tanzanian troops in attacks in different parts of the country last week. 
Reuters  
 
Fri 5 
 
After pressure from John Carlisle MP the MBA chief, Lord Chalfont, will preview the 
World In Action film shot by P Hain (qv 3/1), after the right wing member of 
parliament was refused a preview. 
 



Oliver Tambo has has further medical treatment in Sweden. Clashes between the 
Angolan army and Unita rebels kill 45. Swaziland expels a cannibal. 
 
Sat 6 
 
Bogus order for Pakistan, is really for Barlow Rand South Africa, has been placed 
with Ferranti - a subsidy of ISC (qv), after secret investigations by the New Era 
newspaper. 
 
ISC home town, and headquarters - Lancaster Pennsylvania, USA. 
 
Sun 7 
 
The factional fighting, in 12/89, centred on the Durban township of Ntuzuma and its 
squatter camp of Lindelani which has a population of 350,000. It is a Zulu dominated 
camp under the leadership of Thomas Shabalala aged 46. The official death toll was 
put at 120, An eyewitness account, by Father M Morre Currie, 50, put the toll as high 
as 176.  
 
The call, by Peter May a former Test selector and member of Freedom in Sport 
International, that South Africa should be readmitted to the international game has 
been rejected. The Anti Apartheid Movement’s spokesman says the call shows an 
ignorance of realities in the country. They are planning mass protests for the 3/90 
rebel tour. 

Peter Hains  clandestine visit (qv 3/1) spotlights Oudtattoon, in the Karoo desert and 
R Oliphanted, of Samstaan who is just out of restriction describes the conditions that 
football and sport are played under. 

James Guerian, who was linked to ISC in 1989 (qv 6/1), has promised to appear 
before an inquiry at company headquarters in the USA. He will be represented by the 
Napier law firm. 

A Frater visits the old capital of Mozambique, Lorensau Marx, now Maputo, and the 
Illha de Mozambique, which is just of the coast from the capital. 

Mon 8 

Internal newspaper reaction to the Peter Hain visit. “Father of the sports boycott” - 
Rapport. “Hain the Pain” - Citizen. Speaking to the Star newspaper Dr A Boesak 
[SACU] said the programme incited violence. 

Tues 9 

At the request of Nelson Mandela, his wife Winnie visited him in prison. Under 
discussion was the possible date of his release. This would most likely be at the same 
time as the state opening of parliament - 2/2. 

TV review of the “World In Action” programme Return of the Rebel – see SA Tape 
SP 2. 



Cartoon A Rebel cricket tour explained – How Not to play Cricket - Punch Magazine - 

Wed 10 

David Gower, the manager of the rebel tour, in an interview said that the World in 
Action film (qv 8/1) was not balanced, and he would make his own mind up when he 
was in the country. He did say that he was expecting protests of a violent nature 
during the tour. 

Leader Comment, Moving the Mandela Threshold  irreconcilable disputes settled  
this decade. The non release of Nelson Mandela would destroy F W de Klerk’s 
credibility. Whilst the African National Congress’s Harara Declaration (8/’89) and A 
Nzo’s appointment as acting president who has just said “that the climate of 
negotiating possibilities should be accelerated by Pretoria.” The governments 
chopping from accommodating Inkatha and the Pan African Congress or the ANC will 
end only when (and if) only the African National Congress, Nelson Mandela and the 
government sit around the negotiating table. 

In clashes, in Germiston, near Johannesburg’s between strikers and non strikers of the 
South African Hotel and Railway Workers  Union [Sarhrw] seven  people died during 
a 45 minute battle. The number of union members that have been sacked has reaches 
22, 000 - this is 25% of the workforce 

There has been a further meeting of the Nelson Mandela Association of Democratic 
Lawyers. 

Cartoon “Obviously we can 't leave him here much longer.” de Klerk ponders on the 
future of a 'growing Nelson Mandela - The Independent -  

Thurs 11 

Two non striking members of the Sahawwu were thrown from a moving train in the 
Western Cape, police are investigating. Mass demonstration, involving 1,200 people 
have marched to the Cape Town headquarters of the striking hotel and railway 
workers. 

Walter Sisulu has called for the release of Nelson Mandela. In a radio interview  he 
said that there was “nothing to gain, no advantage to us, the African National 
Congress  or the government to have him in prison.” 

A wave of strikes has hit the service industries of Mozambique - railways, hospitals 
and steelworks over the lack of a pay rise and no end of year pay bonus of 100% . At 
the same time President Chissano announces changes in the constitution to allow 
strikes, after a vote in parliament. 

Fri 12 

On a visit to the Transki, President F W de Klerk has been told by the chairman of the 
Military Council, General  Holomasie, of his wish to to see the homeland give up 
“independence.” This comes on the eve of a meeting of five of the six leaders in the 



homelands. Missing will be Chief Buthelezie, the leader in KwaZulu. Whites see any 
split in black politics as a sigh that they will remain in power. 

Inkatha is tribal based, whilst the African National Congress is open to all. A 
forthcoming referendum is expected to vote 3:1 to negotiate away the “independence “ 
of the Homelands and for them to rejoin South Africa. 

When Nelson Mandela is released there is an offer of land available for him in Qunu 
in the Transki, the land of his birth. 

General Holomasi, aged 33, joined the army in 1976. He soon replaced Chief K 
Matamsima and his brother George, who is now jailed on corruption charges. 
Paramount  Chief Kaizer faces unseating in Enigrant Tembul as claim to the title is a 
falsehood which was fabricated by the government of H Verwooed in the early 
1960’s. 

Land, incorporated into Ciski, creating refugees from “white South Africa” 0n 8.8.88 
from Peeltan village number 880 and are living in overcrowded conditions in a church 
yard in King Willianstown, because of conditions in the homeland - you must be a 
member of the ruling party, Ciski National Independence Party. They have few rights 
and no cattle of their own. 

Eventually 820 take shelter on land, living in tents, near King Williamstown want to 
return to Pelting but under minority white rule, although they themselves are not 
happy with the situation. 

The Angolan capital was tense yesterday as tv reports of a major attack by US backed 
Unita rebels , against a popular beach resort 62 miles from Luanda - Reuters-  

Sat 13 

The government stance on the changes within the African National Congress is to 
invite W Sisulu to meet with any government minister who makes a European tour. 

 

Faction fighting in the township of Cottonlands, near Verulum in Natal  kills 3 in a 
house fire and 12 die after being stabbed, 

Sun 14 

Provisional planning begins for the tour that Prime Minister M Thatcher will make 
later in 1990 as the release of Nelson Mandela - a condition - is imminent. 

1989 black pupil matriculation pass marks 42% of 197,000. Bophasenath High School 
Soweto headmaster J Masego aged 58 leading back to school campaign. Education 
spending £2.2 billion - 43% on black education with 40% of the budget on the needs 
of the white school population. Pupil ratio - 6:1. In reality the cash spent on the black 
and white pupil is in the ratio of £140 : £650. The ratio of unqualified  teachers 
employed 80% :39%. 



Reforms in the South African education system are as unstoppable as the political 
change in Eastern Europe, but they will take place over a longer period of time. Great 
changes must come as the mass of the population push towards the final goal , of 
majority rule. Still the minority will cling on to power and try and divide the ANC and 
the Mass Democratic Movement from those in exile. Hopefully with the release of 
Nelson Mandela negotiations will begin by the end of the year and majority rule will 
be achieved by the end on the decade. 

Cartoon “Can 't get a drink. Reckon PeterHain 's tipped 'em off about apartheid.” In 
flight troubles for rebel Mike Gatting 's touring team. - Sunday Mirror -  

Mon 15 

W Sisulu has obtained a passport for a tour of Africa and European countries. 

The white government now realise that the last five years have been wasted years after 
the ‘Rubican’ speech by the former president, P W Botha, whoes promises came to 
nothing. No worthwhile talks can commence till Nelson Mandela is free.. 

After the state opening of parliament, on 2/2, it is expected that a release 
announcement will be within 14 days  but former proscribed groups - ANC ect - will 
be unbanned. In attendance at the release, along with F W de Klerk “the Gorbechev of 
Africa” will be the prominent American politician J Jackson. 

The Lawyers for Human Rights Association has forced an investigation into the 
alleged murder of Constable E Sanguwane by 3 white policemen. The investigation 
comes after a cover up by Lieutenant General Stabler. The death of the police officer 
occurred on 29/12. At the same time 2 have been held over an alleged plot to 
assassinate Major General B Holomasi, one being Constable M Mazibuko, a member 
of the South African Police force. 

Tues 16 

At the beginning of his Afro/European tour (qv 15/1) W Sisulu, and 7 others arrive in 
the Zambian capital  of Lusaka. Upon their arrival they greeted sons M Sisulu and T 
Mbeki and others they had not seen for 27 years. During the visit all wings of the 
ANC will prepare a joint approach to the forthcoming negociations with the 
government. A hard-line approach is demanded by Chris Hani, commander of he 
movements military wing. 

Wed 17 

Stoffel van de Merwe, the Minister of Education and development Aid, whilst on a 
visit to KwaZulu, hears Chief Buthelezie propose a federal system for the country 
along with universal suffrage.  

In Lusaka the African National Congress lay the parameters for taking part in 
negotiations “become a democratic and non racial state,” without qualifying whether a 
federation or a union. 



The attempt on the life of the Transki leader, General Holomasi (qv 15/1) is causing a 
diplomatic row with Pretoria 

Rebel tourists Emberry and Gatting can appeal against the magistrates ruling that they 
must give evidence at the trial of 8 members of the Anti Apartheid Movement who 
invaded the Lords cricket pitch , 8/’89, as the tour begins on day 1 of the trial. 

Thurs 18 

The United Democratic Front will defy the government ban and campaign for the 
release of Nelson Mandela. The decision was made after a weekend National 
Executive meeting where 2 former Robben Isle detainees - P Molefe and T Lekota 
were elected as General Secretary and Publicity Secretary, respectively. There jail 
sentences were quashed, on appeal in 8/’88. At that time the judge and the 2 assessors 
were sacked,  

Also the NEC meeting decided to send delegations to see Nelson Mandela and to the 
ANC ’s General Council Meeting in 4/90. It would want to stay as a quite separate 
group even if the ANC is legitimised by the government. The meeting decided that the 
movement should act as mediators between the two sides in the faction fighting in 
Natal. 

Under the Disclosure of Foreign Funding Act, 1989, the Wiligensprout Fellowship 
which is active in the Transvaal and the Orange Free State and funded by Christian 
Aid, and helps the homeless and poor women workers , has become the first overseas 
funded charity to have its finances investigated, 

In Lusaka W Sisulu, in a speech to the massed ranks of the movement makes an 
attempt to explain the benefits of a move away from an idolatry  to a political one. 

On the day that the cricket rebels leave England it is promised that they will face mass 
action and peaceful demonstration, attended by F W de Klerk and M Mashshi, leader 
of the Transvaal Anti Tour Committee. 

South Africa has not yet reached the period of change (qv 14/1) as so many 
restrictions are still in place, including non voting by the majority of the population, it 
is more like Albania. The only changes have come by pressure, both internal and 
external. Gatting and his associates show backing for the wrong side, the wrong policy 
at the wrong time. 

A black South African,aged 19, suspected of arson attacks on 3 houses, including 2 
belonging to police, died on 16/1 during police interrogation at a police station.Police 
said they could not say what caused his death as there was no marks on his body.  
Reuters    

Fri 19 

Speaking to the national executive of the African National Congress in Lusaka the 
general secretary, A Nzo, said that the movement must be ready to take a leading role 



in negotiations as soon as they were unbanned. They should also continue the internal 
military struggle. Furthur contact with Nelson Mandela would be made on 21/1, 

Conflicting views within the government on the legality of opposition movements are 
causing concern. The law and order minister A Vkok has threatened the Uniterd 
Democratic Front with prosecution if they carry out their threat (qv 18/1). The justice 
minister, H Coetez, is seeking ways to review the proscribing of the African National 
Congress along with the Pan African Congress and 96 other banned organisations  
according to  Human Rights Commission figures. 

Faction fighting between supporters of the UDF and Inkatha, in Natal have claimed 
the lives of 11 who were aged between 11 and 48. 

There are five points for Gatting and the rebel tourists to consider, now that visits to 
township cricket clinics - run by the South African Cricket Union [SACU] have been 
cancelled., as well as the security threat. Even T Greig, a native born English player, 
sees no hope for the tourists and the game does not deserve recognition at this level. 

There were protests, by Anti Apartheid Movement members, during a press 
conference. The High Court has ruled that Gatting and Emberry need not attend the 
trial of members of the Anti Apartheid Movement (qv 17/1). 

A much delayed Angolan peace summit  of 8 African leaders will be held this month 
Angolan officials said in Harare, Zimbabwe. A venue has not yet been found.  Reuters  

Sat 20 

Unprovoked police action at Jan Smutts airport, at a demonstration to greet the rebel 
tourists. The arrival, which was three hours late, saw the police use whips and tear 
gas. those arrested were later released without charge. ECGF will face some sort of 
protest at the English governments inaction over the rebel tour. 

The military budget has been cut by £375 million [R 1.6b] by cancelling eleven Army 
weapons projects, disband six Air Force squadrons and withdraw three planes. The 
Navy will lose the Marines and the closure of five bases. There will also be civilian 
job losses. 

The Military budget is 6.5% of the Gross National Product and number two in 
importance, after the education budget. 

Mozambique rebels  killed 19 people and injured 17 in a 5 hour night raid on 
Mapinhame, a southern village, AIM said yesterday. - Reuters -  

Sun 21 

Cartoon “I 've heard much worse from The Hill at Sydney.” ie crowd abuse directed 
against the rebel England cricketers. S Mirror 

Cartoon “One thing 's sure Gatting will be out before Mandela.” - S Times -  

Mon 22 



A threatening phone call to C Naido of the National Sports Council, allegedly from G 
Dakin, president of the South African Cricket Union, brings a charge being laid before 
the police. The South African Cricket Union president denied the charge as 
completely malicious. 

The rebel tourists are seeking a meeting with Ali Bacher over their concerns over 
safety, following the incidents at the airport upon their arrival. A Vlok, the law and 
order minister, has reaffirmed the right of peaceful protest. 

There is still anger with Commonwealth  Games officials, especially the chairman Sir 
A Gould, for not publicly condemning the rebels. There are fears that there could be 
an African nation boycott of the Games or a move to expel England from the 
organisation. 

Letter   [1] M Loosley, London SW9  penalise the rebels at County level.  

   [2] R Chambers, Freedom Association, London SE1 the weak opinions of 
H Young (qv 18/1). 

Cartoon “Apartheid? It 's a bit of a grey area as far as I' m concerned” so says an 
England cricketer arriving for a rebel tour.  

Cartoon “English cricket can reduce me to tears without gas.” Comments between 
MCC types reading of demonstrations during matches. 

Tues 23 

A ruling from Pretoria that demonstrators have to apply for permission, to 
demonstrate during the cricket tour, will be ignored when the rebels turn up at their 
first match in Kimberly on 26/1 said Mr G Balfour of the National Sports Council., J 
Nkabo of the Kimberly Anti Tour Committee said pitch protest would be “peaceful.” 

Figures from Lieutenant B Smit , Chief of the Security police, show that the African 
National Congress is moving away from the battlefield and towards the negotiating 
table, 1988 - 281, 1989 - 199. 

The threat to an African nations boycott of the Commonwealth Games has been lifted 
as delegates gather for a Federation meeting. The same form of censure of officials is 
planned. The South African Runners Association criticise the South African Cricket 
Union as S Ovette says he is “ashamed of them.” The chairman, M Winn speaks of 
“thousands of concerned South African sportsmen and women.” 

Wed 24 

A peaceful protest by members of the Commercial, Catering and Allied Workers 
Union at a hotel where the cricket rebels are staying - discipline has been threatened, 
but the Hotel and Catering Trade already have a non punishment agreement with the 
owner of the hotel chain. 

At a meeting attended by approximately 3,0000 residents of Atridgeville, a township 
near Pretoria, a resolution was passed to end the South African Cricket Union’s 



coaching programme, in the township, This was brought about by the presence of the 
rebel cricket tourists in the country. 

Justice Minister, K Coetsee, an interview. Nelson Mandela helps by negotiating on 
two fronts. A demonstration by Cape Town school students has been broken up by 
police using tear gas. 

Thurs 25 

The cabinet discussed the timing of the release of Nelson Mandela as two sixteen year 
old' s kidnappers, from Ladysmith, stage a protest. This ended peacefully after five 
hours, Other demands , the kidnappers made were that Natal province should be 
joined KwaZulu  and schools should be opened to all pupils. 

Two residents of Khutsong township, outside Johannesburg, have died and thirteen 
arrested after the unexplained death of a detainee in police custody, 

Four police have appeared in a Durban court as a result of the inquest into the death of 
A Nofomela  (qv) killed in 1986. 

Brigadier Schoon admits leading Group C, a counter insurgence unit. 

Letters, A P King and P Griggs strong views against the letter from R Chambers (qv 
22/1). 

Fri 26 

Document, first put to P W Botha in 7/89, by Nelson Mandela then to F W de Klerk is 
a formal invitation to the Nationalist Party to come together with the African National 
Congress to the negotiation table. 

The document is based on the strategy that became the Harare Accord, of 1987 (qv 
8/8).  It comments on the Nationalists demands of the African National Congress. 

1 Renounce violence - not until whites show willingness to surrender majority power. 

2, Break with the South African Communist Party, - a call to commit suicide. 

3. Abandon majority rule - majority rule and internal peace., like a single can. 

The above has been leaked from Nelson Mandrel’s prison bungalow. His belief is still 
in Nationalisation of state industries, banks, mines ect. 

Demonstration at the hotel in Kimberly, home to the cricket tourists, 1000 strong. A 
protest letter was handed in and, and accepted by M Gatting. 

Document, talks about talks, is a closely worded article of about 4,000 words arguing 
the historic struggle of the African National Congress  - only matching violence with 
state violence, refuting the movements reliance on the South African Communist 
Party being the imputes for talks. These would take place in the climate created by the 
ANC and Nationalists, which would lead to negotiations then majority rule. 



Finance analysts James Cape and Company see the jump in the price in the gold index 
of 85% as an indication of an improvement in the economy. This comes at the same 
time as a 10c rise in the value of the Financial Rand to 306p 

Since the Rubican speech of P W Botha in 1986 there has been four demands of F W 
de Klerk - further improvements, ending the state of emergency, except in Natal, 
unban the African National Congress, release Nelson Mandela., revaluation of the 
township policy. 

Leader Comment The Kind of Peace Mandela Offers  the 7/89 talks were “a plea to 
the government to relax pre conditions” so negotiations could begin” grasped by P W 
Botha his “last moment of glory as he sails from power,” trapping his successor in a 
rising tide of expectation - release of Nelson Mandela, negotiations - of the De Klerk 
administration, lose glossy new look post Harare Accord. 

African National Congress domination, a pre condition of talks,  confused people - 
Winnie Mandela. The struggle of the Mass Democratic Movement  of 4 years and 
international pressure has been fine tuned by Nelson Mandela till the release of 
document. The government could dilute demands - partial unbanning, of the United 
Democratic Front, not the ANC. 

Failure by the government will bring the ANC’s Harare Accord more into play. Stage 
Two understanding the politics is not easy, after 30 years of struggle. Whites still have 
no supreme power but structural guarantees for non domination of whites is foreseen. 
Majority rule and internal peace are two sides of the same coin. 

Cuba is suspending its withdrawal of troops, from Angola, because of the killing of 4 
soldiers by the US backed Unita rebels in what was described as a “terrorist attack . 
Reuters 

Sat 27 

Herman Cohen, the Assistant USA Secretary of African Affairs, arrives in London 
after a tour of southern Africa. He is hopeful of a settlement in Mozambique after the 
government offer concessions to the Renamo fighters. Despite the situation in Angola 
(qv 26/1) their should be a full withdrawal of Cuba troops. Certain of president Bush's 
policy of sanctions against South Africa are effective, even though they go against the 
policy of prime minister Thatcher and former President Carter. ? 

The strike by the members of the Sahru union has ended. It was on of the costliest 
ever mounted, in the terms of lives lost, 30  and wages not received  £1m. There was 
also £10m worth of structural damage. With a win for the union the management will 
recognise and negotiate with Sahru and re instate all 23,000 members that were sacked  
with the same status, 

Financial houses are dismayed at the nationalisation plans, revealed by Nelson 
Mandela (qv 26/1). 

An anti tour demonstration was stopped 2 miles from the De Beers Cricket Ground, 
Kimberly, as the tour organiser Dr Ali Bacher, negotiates on behalf of the anti Tour 



Committee  with the police and government ministers  to allow peaceful protest 
outside the ground, at a future date, After 2hours 30 minuets of talks the 
demonstrators become restless and move off towards central Kimberly. 

Sun 28 

It is self service for the cricket rebels at their Kimberly hotel, as all requests are 
refused by the staff. The cricket is watched by only a few, but undercover police are 
well deployed. The team have not seen any trouble, they bare kept well hidden. 

Snags have hit the expected release of Nelson Mandela, unspecified by his wife 
Winnie. Nelson is not as happy as three weeks ago and it seems that he would refuse 
release if his demands (qv 26/1) were not met. 

Winnie Mandela  gives a wide ranging interview, her stance within and without the 
African National Congress and her relationship to her husband. 

Evening trouble in the Kimberly township of Galeshevile. G Dakin interview  “if 
cricket is to help fight apartheid Gatting and Co. should declare this difficult innings 
closes,” 

Nelson Mandela the man to unify the people of South Africa - Zulu and Afrikaner, 
with his kindness to his oppressors, some ability to understand the complexities if et 
Afrikaner and his language. Bringing together peoples of whatever politics, who were 
incarcerated on Robben Island. For bringing mutual understanding to all sides, 

Cartoon Rain should stop play under a veil of tears of the black majority fighting the 
apartheid regime. - Independent on Sunday -  

Cartoon De Beers Country Club; even the Anti Apartheid demonstrators are kept 
separate. - Ditto -  

Cartoon Mike Gatting asks “What Wind of Change?”  

Cartoon “Ask for room service and they say, 'Come and get it'  .. ' service without 
smiles for rebel cricketers. S Mirror  

Mon 29 

The South African Police have been warned to stay out of politics and the government 
has promised not to use them as instruments of political appointment. This has been 
reported from a speech that F W de Klerk made on 19/1, when he was speaking to the 
high command while in Pretoria. 

Lawyers believe a substantial case could be made for the immediate release of Nelson 
Mandela, which he has refused as the timing is wrong. 

The Youth sections of the African National Congress and the National Party at a 
meeting in the Botswana capital, Gabone, agree that there should be an end to the 
apartheid system. They disagree on economic policy Market [National Party], or 
Mixes [ANC] 



The sanctions lobby will have to decide its stance upon the release of Nelson 
Mandela. Whether to drop them now, as his release is a great ‘victory’ or a final push 
to achieve ‘total victory.’ The carrot and stick theory. 

United Nation figures on company withdrawals from the country, 4/84 - 4/89. 277 
companies left [40% multi nationals]. This includes 155 based in the America. Of 
those leaving 50% have retained ties with their former branches. This enables the 
parent company to take assets, as the full value was not paid for the sale. The pressure 
to withdraw assets could increase after the 26/1 statement from Nelson Mandela. 

Tues 30 

Namibia is likely to adopt 21/3 as the day it will formally declare independence from 
South Africa. the territories Constitutional Assembly began to debate a motion that 
21/3 be named in the draft constitution as the day Pretoria  will end its 74 year rule 
Reuters  

 

 

Wed 31 

In the Bloomfontein township of Manguang there were 60 arrests at a demonstration 
against the presence of the rebel crickets. 

Pressure is rising on F W de Klerk from the reformers, as the date of the state opening 
of parliament draws near. The length of jail sentences of concencenious objectors 
have been cut by 50%. anticipating the release of Nelson Mandela and talking to the 
African National Congress along with the loosening of the above does not mean that 
South Africa is out of trouble as the whites still see their traditional way of life will be 
downgraded. 

 

 



 
FEBRUARY 1990 

 
 
Thurs 1 
 
The Anti Apartheid Movement claim that the Ferranti Company, through ISC, is linked 
to Armscour the arms manufacturer of the Pretoria government. Mr C Ivey, a board 
member and also owner of the Kenton Missile Company, says that ISC is “not 
knowingly involved with any illegal trade.” 
 
A Unita base in Angola, is threatened by the superior air power of the Mig 25's and the 
Sukio 25's supplied to the MPLA government by Russian and its allies. The base, at 
Mavionga, over the River Lomba, where ground troops are massing for an operation 
150 miles south east – towards Jamba, the headquarters of the rebels. So serious is the 
threat of defeat that J Savimbi fled to Lisbon on 30/1. 
 
Leader Comment Abandon the Tour sports tours are barometers of anti apartheid 
protest. This one highlights special properties. Most notable are the 'special assurance 
of the black communities ability to mount a challenge. The Anti Tour Committees 
statement of the determination of the black community versus police battles could lead 
to deaths. Finally the testimony of the de Klerk government to admit that the tour is not 
furthering the governments position, if it delays proposals of coming reforms.  
 
Group rights are seen as the largest stumbling block to talks on negotiations with the 
African national Congress and the opposition inside the government to watering down 
the reforms. If hard liners are removed from the government, while negotiations take 
place, the ability of the recently released leaders of two of the main liberation 
movements show the camber of these individuals and de Klerk should be aware of this. 
 
Indications of de Klerk's nervous state, at an assumed impending release of Nelson 
Mandela, emerges as he orders a judicial review of the 'suicide' of C Sithole, aged 20, 
at the John Vorster police station in Johannesburg. 
 
Further revelations, over the hit squads (qv) are expected at a Harare press conference 
to be given by the African national Congress. This will be attended by D Coetzee and 
M Dilincheck who were both members of the National Intelligence Agency. 
 
Fri 2 
 
Media battles to control the exposure of Nelson Mandela's release. President de Klerk 
has demanded that the African National Congress leader must meet him before the 
detained man is released.. 
 
Tim bell, formerly employed by Sachi and Sachi, will consult with D Foxton the head 
of Foxton Communications and Pretoria's representatives, to finalise the release details 
of Nelson Mandela. Such collaborations will bring maximum benefits to all concerned.  



Dr A Gurean, a French philosopher who is close to Nelson Mandela, and a news 
agency owner claim that they have been grasped by Winnie Mandela to redeem herself 
after the S Moketsie incident. 
 
A petition has been presented to M Gatting, the leader of the rebel tour, by J Segent 
aged 25 on a hotel balcony. This was in view of a hostile crowd, who were bloodied by 
shotgun pellets during the recent Maanguang township demonstration (qv 31/1). The 
rebel captain said that the injuries were “nothing to do with us.” Later at a press 
conference he explained his remarks “bollocks”was caused on his way to the signing 
ceremony. 
 
New evidence has emerged of the involvement of the alleged 'hit squads' in the 6/88 
killing of African National Congress suspects. A disgruntled Constable M Grobler says 
that the squad was led by Major de Koch who arrived at the Piet Reef police station. 
With the aid of an agent provocateur two carloads of terrorists were then killed.  
 
Police evidence, at the resumed inquest which had been adjourned from late 1989, 
stated that the vehicles had broken through a police road block. The Transvaal based 
officer also said that the South African police had a policy to 'use violence at all times'. 
They were also taught tricks of the trade in torture – ice up the rectum, electric shocks 
and ice pellets fired from a shotgun. 
 
Sat 3 
 
A speech, by president F W de Klerk in parliament, has gone much further than most 
people expected. In a dramatic announcement the National Party leader lifted the ban 
on sixty formerly proscribed organisations. Those included range from the African 
National Congress, the Pan African Congress and the United Democratic Front.  
 
The death sentence has been suspended – thus allowing the Uppington 14 and Barry 
Strydom the right to an appeal hearing over an already imposed death sentence. The 
Separate Amenities Act has been repealed. Jailed nelson Mandela, and other 'notables' 
will seen be released. There will be a partial lifting of the state of emergency, except 
where there is television coverage of political unrest. Some 374 'banned' persons will 
have all restrictions removed. Detention of unconnected people will be limited to six 
months and they will be given the automatic right of legal representation and access to 
a doctor. 
 
Celebrations outside the Pretoria parliament building are contrasted by the riot police, 
in Johannesburg, charging through the city streets with batons drawn amid scenes of 
mobs affected by the effects of tear gas.  
 
Speaking in Harare the African National Congress's director of information, P Jordan, 
said that the reforms were not enough for negotiations to begin. In an echo of this 
reaction Walter Sisulu, speaking from Stockholm, said the reforms were not enough 
for sanctions to be eased.  
 
Speaking from Tanzania W Tobolm, the PAC's director of information said that de 
Klerk was only neutralising opponents and it was impossible to reform apartheid.  



Other reactions “full of loopholes, under close examination” from P Mafwia ANC 
Harare. Speaking in Moscow and about to depart for Stockholm, Joe Slovo head of the 
South African Communist Party and H Nzo the general secretary of the African 
National Congress were “dumbfounded” by the news. However they were cautious of 
any return  to the land of their birth before an amnesty had been offered. 
 
In London, on day 1, 389 of the Anti Apartheid Movement /City of London branch 
embassy picked six hundred arrests during this time. Of those only five per cent have 
been prosecuted. In all £7, 000 has been paid in compensation to those detained but not 
charged. 
 
Walter Sisulu advances a cautious approach, it is time to educate the younger cadre's to 
prevent a blood bath. The African National Congress national executive member 
argues that de Klerk may have moves too fast. The author Nadine Gordimer listed to 
the presidents speech with members of the South African Guild of Writers were tow of 
the members, M Godana and R Menzi were former residents of Robben Island. 
 
London interview with Mary Benson, the 1962 assistant to nelson Mandela and his 
biographer. As a recently unbanned person she is waiting the call to return home.  
 
Leader Comment The Change in South Africa Begins in Earnest de Klerk has left 
himself 'sharply, dangerously' exposed to his right flank 'awareness in the white middle 
class to the South African economy', a strong bargaining position' – not to play them 
[they] will be wrenched from his hand. 
 
“With one speech the South African president has announced to the world that the 
pariah is preparing itself to rejoin the community of nations.” 
 
James Guerian (qv) the disgraced head of the ISC / Ferranti [see SA Tape 22] speaks 
from Tampa Florida, hires London based solicitor D Napier  and is advised not to say 
much.  
 
With Mandela 's imminent release and the legalisation of the African national 
Congress an unstoppable momentum has been unleashed, with the National Party and 
de Klerk negotiating away to their best advantage. The result, if not full majority rule, 
will be close to the African National Congress's expectations. 
 
“If not the end of apartheid then it is the beginning of the end of apartheid.” 
 
Government forces have captured the strategic air strip in the south east after fierce 
fighting with Unita forces, there were heavy casualties on both sides, but government 
troops in two columns consolidated throughout Mavinga including the airstrip. N de 
Castro, the Lisbon spokesman for Unita, claimed that the fighting was raging 17 miles 
outside Mavinga. - AP adb -  
 
Sun 4 
 
The estimated number of refugees, spread throughout the continent, has been estimated 
at 50, 000 by the Pan African Congress. According to the United Nations High 



Commission for Refugees are distributed as follows – Tanzania [ANC 10 – 20, 000 : 
PAC 2, 500] ith the UNHCR caring for 10, 000 in camps in Angola, Lesotho, 
Swaziland, Zimbabwe and Botswana. Camps in Zambia hold 12, 000.  
 
The number of whites, who have left over the last 15 years has been put at 55, 000. 
The majority of these were university graduates or those avoiding military service on 
grounds of conscience.  
 
It is unlikely that any member of the external African National Congress executive, 
Palo Jordon in Harare or A Pahad or N Muendona : the PAC's representative in 
western Europe, will be returning home until certain laws have been quashed. The 
Coswar administrator called on the government to release Betser and Bruce (qv) who 
are in detention for avoiding military service. 
 
A political rally, in Soweto, hears Winnie Mandela reading from a letter sent by her 
husband. This tells that it is only pressure from within the townships that will force 
political change. In Stockholm, W Sisulu and other members of the national executive, 
turn down an invitation from the British foreign minister, D Hurd, because of London's 
lifting of cultural sanctions.  
 
Mike Gatting, the captain of the rebel cricket touring team, was stoned outside Jan 
Smuts stadium in Pretoria after receiving a petition – away from the sight of the police 
and 5, 000 demonstrators. Anti Tout Committee member, M Casimjee, assures safety 
guarantees during the visit of D Hurd on 20/3, en route to the celebrations of Namibian 
independence. 
 
Letter P Msko Sana permanent representative Inkatha London N W 8 argues that 
the Zulu nation is of some importance. 
 
Cartoons  [1] 'I hope Mike Gatting gets an even earlier one' thoughts of the newspaper 
seller, as placard notes Mandela 's imminent release – Observer -  
 
  [2] 'May we have our ball back please? A rebel cricketers plea to a hostile 
watching crowd – Sunday Mirror -  
 
  [3] The world waits for the de Klerk next move – IOS  
   
  [4] White concedes …. over the chess game that is South Africa IOS  
   
  [5]  Saintly Mandela dips his toe into the reality that is South Africa 
 
Mon 5 
 
Life on the door step, Victor Vestor prison, the home of Nelson Mandela. In 30 
degrees of heat, shor tempered guards and journalists. A five hour meeting the man 
himself and his media advisors indicates that the African National Congress leader was 
unhappy with de Klerks proposals because of a lack of movement on certain aspects – 
no mention of the Group Areas Act or the Population Legislation Control Act for 
example. 



Caution was urged by H Gwalia, an African Nationalist Congress strategist, de Klerk is 
moving to fast and there are still restrictive measures in place. The Black 
Consciousness Movement, in Harare accuse the president of making dispossession 
permanent 
 
Democracy rallies were being held in townships throughout the nation – Alexandria, 
outside Johannesburg, and in Lament in the Eastern Cape, an angry crowd stoned the 
local police station. 
 
The British prime minister, M Thatcher, will not lift any more sanctions (qv 3/2) until 
further changes are made. Also in London the Reverend Jessie Jackson, see SA Tape 
22, addressed a anti apartheid rally in the centre of the city.  
 
In a television interview president de Klerk said that the relaxation of restrictions were 
to prevent a revolution, akin to what had happened at the time of transition of Rhodesia 
into Zimbabwe. Ian Smith, as prime minister, had left negotiations between the two 
parties too late. The interview, in Afrikaners, was given to the South African 
Broadcasting Company. 
 
The exiled leadership of the African National Congress gathered in Stockholm and 
were introduced to a crowd of thousands by the the president of the Anti Apartheid 
Movement Archbishop T Huddleston. There was a common warning not to be too 
optimistic. 
 
As well as her promise on sanctions the prime minister, M Thatcher, has offered to 
meet with both de Klerk and Nelson Mandela. This offer was also extended to 
academics and parliamentarians. It was also thought that the cultural boycott, of 
television, theatre, and other entertainment stars, should be encouraged. In the end any 
such decisions, to end sanctions, must be left to the African National Congress. 
 
London financial news, $1 : R3.30. At close of dealing $1 : R 3. 43. Anglo American 
shares rose 9% . However the price of gold scarcely moved, ending the day at $417/oz. 

Leader Comment Fundamental but not yet Irreversible a corner turned “you 
cannot negotiate with prisoners says Nelson Mandela. The season of violence is over 
“time for reconstruction and reconciliation,” says de Klerk : “takes my breath away” 
Archbishop Tutu,” “A bone without meat,”Winnie Mandela”. “Bold and far reaching” 
M Thatcher. “Sanctions should remain in place,” Commonwealth secretary general. 
 

There has been no talk from de Klerk of abolishing the remaining apartheid measures. 
No one could expect de Klek to concede to majority rule. “A success under 
conservative pressure could [see?] a step across the Rubicon.” 
 

Unbanned and able to return, write and be quoted throught the nation Donald Woods 
(qv) sees de Klerk as a reformist along the lines of events in Poland under General 
Jauzelski and how he is seen throughout Europe. The former newspaper editor seen the  
president as the tamer of the African National Congress. Just because Mandela may go 



free and he may have a different time schedule for reforms which may stretch from five 
years hence or even up to to the year 2000. 

In offering reforms the president, according to the author and satirist S Uys, is looking 
to the United States for an easing of sanctions as allowed under the 1986 
Comprehensive Anti Apartheid Act. This piece of legislation can be suspended, or 
amended if certain conditions are met. Some of these conditions were also covered in a 
speech in the British parliament. These discussions will lead to consideration by the 
European Economic Community followed by arguments over the lifting of sanctions. 

'Poor and Pure or Mixed and Rich.'This is the corner stone of de Klerk's plan to 
prevent a whites backlash. Questions to be addressed – will the release of Nelson 
Mandela open the economies of the West to South Africa? Is this because of the poor 
efforts of the bank when opponents of apartheid also have business friends overseas. 

Cartoon 'Wanna buy 20, 000 T – shirts' [ emblazoned with 'free Nelson Mandela'] as it seems 
there is no prison release for the ANC leader.  

Tues 6 

In an exchange of letters W Sisulu has accepted an invitation to speak, by Heindriks,  
to at the annual conference of the Coloured Labour Party. In return the former Robben 
Island prisoner has invited the Labour Party to join a broad Anti Apartheid Alliance. 
Such an invite will cause some concerns as all previous ANC policy has been to 
minimise the effect of the tri carnal parliament – note the call to boycott the 1989 
general election. 

The Reverend Jesse Jackson and M Thatcher are agreed on the need for incentives to 
end apartheid, but there was no accord on whether the sanctions issue should be 
addressed. Following his meeting with the prime minister the cleric had a one hour 
meeting with N Kinnock, leader of the opposition and T Huddleston. The three decided 
a strategy for South Africa and that the recent de Klerk speech (qv 3/2) was a delaying 
tactic. It was now imperative that there should be changes for the black majority 

Parliamentary debate begins with the Conservative Party leader, Dr A Treurnicht 
calling de Klerk 'a revolutionary.' The minister for education, S van de Merwe, 
dismisses the idea of integrated education. In his opinion the education of black and 
white students should be controlled under ethnic guidelines. The minister of planning 
and provincial affairs, H Kriel, rules out repeal of the Group Areas Act.  

Members were uncertain who would be able to return under a no fire arms and general 
amnesty. This mainly depends on what role nelson Mandela is to play and his 
considered response. 

The European Economic Community will not lift any sanctions till full reforms are 
accomplished. Investing in South Africa is no better now than it was seven days ago as 
sanctions dropping does not mean apartheid will collapse. Mandela's remarks on 
nationalisation (qv 26/1) indicates that the medium term future for the apartheid state 
is still uncertain. 
 

Letters  [1] H Kimberly, Oxford Thatcher's claims over ending apartheid. 

  [2] L Murry Portsmouth in similar vein. 



The main difference between the African National Congress  and the National Party 
would be how to begin talks between the two parties that would bring them together to 
a position where the future of the country would be decided. One solution, according to 
Donald Woods, is to give the task of forming an interim government to an 
'independent' body. If led by someone of the standing of the chief justice who, with an 
automanous budget and the commitment of both parties, fruitful discussions could 
begin. 
 

The value of the white population should be preserved, not numerical supremacy 12 : 
100 by the year 2000, 9 : 100 by 2020 and 7 : 100 by 2040. All populations have 
perceivable values. 
 

Wed 7 
 

Chief Buthelezie, of the Zulu nation, would be interested in joining any African 
national Congress coalition (qv 6/2). However he will not be party to a take over bid by 
the liberation movement. Inkatha's general secretary, Dr O Dhaloma, claims to have 
more experience in the procedure of negotiation than his opposite number. 
 

The intellectually minded minister of constitutional development, G Viljoen, advances 
the theory that the Population and Regulation Act must be repealed. He also predicts 
that the National Party will no longer be in power within the next ten years. By that 
time South Africa will be run by a coalition government with the African national 
Congress taking a significant part. 
 

Home from his European tour Walter Sisulu says that no exiles should return home 
until there has been clarification of conditions and the movements response to de 
Klerk's proposals. These are expected within the next two to three weeks. 
 

At a meeting lasting three hours, between Nelson Mandela and Dr A Boersak leader of 
the United Democratic Front the jailed leader said that he would drop his condition  
that the country wide state of emergency must be lifted before he will leave prison. 
 

British journalist, P Weaver of the Today newspaper and G Furby of the IRN news 
group have been ordered to leave the country by the minister of home affairs. There 
apparent crime : the administration were not happy with the way the two journalists 
were reporting the rebel cricket tour.  

 

Thurs 8 

 

There has been a call for the integration of the three chambers of the tri carmel 
parliament into one multi racial debating chamber. The call was made by the the 



Reverend A Heidriks, the leader of the Coloured Labour Party. He also reiterates the 
call for the repeal of the Population Registration Act.  

Responding government minister, G Viljoen, says the legislation will be repealed when 
the constitution is changed. Another controversial  bill, the Group Areas Act, will 
remain until an alternative is found. 

Conservative Party member K van de Merwe calls de Klerk's watershed speech the 
'actions of a crook' and will call for country wide rallies to call for an urgent general 
election. 

South African police arrested a third former policeman, Lieutenant A van Zyl in 
connection with allegations that death squads have killed anti apartheid activists. 
President J E dos Santos, of Angola, has announced his government forces have 
captured  the strategic base of Mavinga in south east Angola from USA backed rebels. 
Reuters x 2  

 

Fri 9 

The military and the South African Defence Force are in poor shape and are run by 
inadequately trained staff. Pay rates for a policeman are £100 - £200 per week. These 
figures come from an unnamed member of the force. 

Chief Buthelezie was at the forefront of the campaign for the unbanning of the African 
National Congress but, with the movement free of restrictions he may find that his 
influence and support along with that of Inkatha slipping away. This is despite claims 
that his power base, Natal, is strongly supportive. Membership of the Inkatha 
movement is based on counting all school children. This automatically entitles all 
children an education. 

Chief Buthelezie is not a 'favourite' of either the National Party or the African National 
Congress as a negotiating partner. The 'notables' would prefer general secretary O 
Dhaloma or the Zulu monarch King Zwelethini. Objections to the Chief are that he is 
too easily takes offence at what are only negotiating tactics. 

There was a non euphoric welcome fro de Klerk's speech, from the Front Line States.  

There was a non euphoric welcome for de Klerk's speech, from the Front Line States. 
Full endorsement would not would not happen until a transition of power, that 
involved the African National Congress and other anti apartheid organisations, 
occurred. At this time there would be a welcome for South Africa to join various 
regional pressure groups. These include the Organisation of African Unity and the 
Southern African Development Corporation.  

However this new South Africa would not be allowed to dictate the regions economic 
policy- aka the Marshall Plan / Europe after World War Two. The Zimbabwe style 
government is not popular now and there would be no urge to make any compromise 
to the white population. 

Plea to M Gatting 'Come home before someone dies' – from a crowd of demonstrators 
at Johannesburg Airport and Jarvis Fields in Bloomfontein. 



Release Mandela now come home you African National Congress exiles and take up 
the challenge. This would prevent a situation such as happened in Cambodia under the 
rule of Poll Pot – B Breytrnbacht, author -  

Alexandria township, violence, tear gas and rubber bullets as a South African X1 take 
on the rebel English tourists in the first unofficial test match. 

There has been renewed threats to the life of Nelson Mandela from the right wing 
Afrikaner right. Any suggestion of such threats, from within the black community, 
have been denied by a spokesman for the United Democratic Front. 

 

Sat 10 

The 'independent homeland' of Transkie has confirmed that it will begin the process of 
re integration into South Africa.  

A twenty two member delegation from the United Democratic Front has had a five 
hour meeting with  Nelson Mandela. The internal anti apartheid grouping was led by M 
Mcobe. 

Barbara Hogan, the first white woman to be jailed for treason, has been released after 
eight years of a ten year jail sentence. Along with Robert Adams she was found guilty 
of attempting to demolish Johannesburg's Telecom Tower. 

A protest/ rally meeting in Johannesburg's Anglican Cathedral, organised by the United 
Democratic Front, was broken up by the security forces. The anti apartheid 
organisation said that twenty two people were injured. Of this number twelve were 
seriously injured. 

The Namibian Assembly has set Independence day for 21/3. After eighty days of 
negotiation, following the general election, the legislative has agreed to a multi party 
state. Rights enshrined into the constitution are guaranteed human rights and no death 
penalty.  

After pressure, from assembly members, SWAPO agrees to drop its demand for 
detention without trial. Desert people will be allowed their own constitution. Mr J 
Garoeb the leader of the UDF highlighted the existence of rebel detention camps in 
Angola, which he felt needed further investigation. 

Christian Barnard was jailed for twelve years, in Bloomfontein yesterday, for 
murdering the father of Zola Budd (qv). The judge said that Barnard committed the 
murder in anger after Budd made a pass at him. - Reuters -  

 

Sun 11 

On this date Nelson Mandela will be released at one pm GMT so says president de 
Klerk who was speaking at a press conference in Pretoria. The released  leader of the 
African National Congress will be a free political agent, but still in danger from an 
assassins bullet.  

In his first press interview Nelson Mandela has given since he was jailed, which was 
given to to the South African Press Association he said he would “only relax the 



struggle when there was social and economic equability between the white, black and 
coloured populations had been reached. 

A left wing faction of the African National Congress, the Marxist Workers Tendency, 
in a fifteen page letter calls [for] 'no compromise.'  

Speaking, at the 10/2 in Johannesburg 's Anglican Cathedral, Winnie Mandela 
threatens whites with 'civil strife'. These types of rallies would aid the African National 
Congress cause and show that the black population could disrupt the smooth running 
of the Afrikaner society. This would lead to a white sporting fiasco. Dr A Bacher, the 
rebel tourists and the English cricketing establishment would be hugely embarrassed. 

Nelson Mandela was actually released from detention, of 25 years, at 2.15 GMT. The 
delay was due to lengthy family consultations inside Victor Vesty Prison. 

The myths and legends surrounding Nelson Mandela, from his immense courtesy to his 
jailers and alleged trips into Cape Town to choose his 1989 Christmas presents. 

 

Mon 12 

Seventy five minuets after leaving Victor Vesty Prison Nelson Mandela emerged to be 
greeted by a crowd, estimated to be at least 60, 000. He went to Cape Town's Parade 
Ground where an even larger gathering of 8, 000 were waiting to greet him. 

His speech to the assembled throng was marred by violence on the fringe of the crowd. 
Elements of the throng had begun looting shops. The police responded with tear gas 
and discharging shotgun pellets into the crowd. Two people died as a result. 

The gamble that has been taken by the president is that this release will not pre empt 
military actions by disillusioned members of the security forces. Nelson Mandela has 
also taken a huge risk, in that he must take care that any negotiations are not hijacked 
by the more extreme elements within the African National Congress. 

A spokesman for the liberation movement A Malange, speaking to a Soweto crowd of 
more than 12, 000, takes a side swipe at comments made by a spokesman for the Pan 
African Congress for calling members of the white minority 'settlers.' 

Margaret Thatcher, the British prime minister, has announced that she will lift all 
sanctions against the apartheid state even though there is no international agreement to 
do so. The prime minister also urged the European Economic Community to move in a 
similar direction. 

Outside the Pretoria's regime's London embassy a demonstration was held by the Anti 
Apartheid Movement at which 10, 000 protesters gathered. Speakers at the rally called 
for no let up of pressure on de Klerk's regime, no let up on the continued level of 
sanctions. Conditions were now compared to those that were current before and after 
the Rivoena trial of 1962. 

Infant mortality blacks 130 :1000 whites 12 : 1000. Education spending 1 : 7  

A witness, from the sidelines of the Rivoena trial and defence speech poses the 
questions what to do about Winnie Mandela's ostentatious life style pre Stompie 
Moketetsie episode (qv) ? Also there is the issue of the trial of members of the Winnie 
Mandela Football Club who face trial in the immediate future?  



Leader Comment The Gate of the Prison Swings Open it is a great tragedy that it 
took thirty five years for the white leadership to contemplate the Freedom Charter. 
Even now the killing is not over in Katlehong township. 

The decision [to release Nelson Mandela] is a Frankenstein machine which could 
undermine de Klerk. Congratulations are out of order, no going back, no end to the 
armed struggle, no break in sanctions pressure. His release is not the end but a 
punctuation mark in the obituary of apartheid. 

F W de Klerk's constitution 'four for all' is separate rights. “He means between all 
South Africans.” “This is the whites last chance.” Discipline will be hard …. who ever 
can genuinely do so [ keep members strictly under control] indeed deserve the 
congratulations of history …... “ 

The world wide image of Nelson Mandela – B Breytenbacht -  

Cartoon [1] I've haven't started counting yet a released Mandela in his battle with 
Apartheid  

    [2]  One down 28, 999, 999 to go a released Nelson Mandela leaves a long line of 
black prisoners - Daily Mail -  

 

Tues 13 

Nelson Mandela gave his first press conference since his release. The former Victor 
Vester inmate was speaking at the home of Archbishop Tutu in Cape Town. He takes 
the opportunity to call for no let up in pressure on calls for change in the political 
system.  

He is in a dilemma, over a proposed visit to London, with the African National 
Congress's national executive, and a possible meeting with M Thatcher. Such a 
meeting is, in his view, a mark of respect. Congress executives, on the other hand 
deem talks inappropriate because of the stance of the British government/ Thatcher 
stance on sanctions. 

The British prime minister  will, at a European Economic Commission heads of 
government meeting in Dublin, will make a detailed case for sanctions to be made less 
restrictive as a 'reward' to the de Klerk administration. This, she feels, will forestall any 
backlash   from the white population. Meanwhile members of her own party are 
unhappy with this attempt to lessen the effects of sanctions, because the idea of trade 
restrictions was to see an end of apartheid not just the release of Nelson Mandela. 
These disaffected Conservatives are, in fact, calling for a tightening of sanctions as a 
move towards democracy.  

Nelson Mandela' s speech creates firm grounds for negotiations. It has been likened to 
a game of Snakes and Ladders for the president. Any move forward that hits a snag for 
de Klerk sees him fall back.  

Letter    K Fleet, Tottenham, London Mrs Thatcher was 'outside her church' on 
11/2. 

Cartoon  [1] 'After 27 years it's lovely having a man about the house again, 
Nelson' as the accumulated washing up greets the former prisoner, - Daily Mail -  



     [2]   Questions for a Prime Minister : 'retaining sanctions? Out of the 
question – de Klerk needs a gesture of encouragement if he is to survive'  

    [3] The struggle of war is over, the de Klerk view : The war is won , the 
battle for the peace begins for Nelson Mandela. - Independent -   

 

Wed 14 

There was a violent argument, in the House of Commons, during a debate on the issue 
of sanctions. The leader of the opposition, Neil Kinnock, was accused of being in the 
pay of the African National Congress, by the prime minister.  

Nelson Mandela came to the Soccer City stadium  in Soweto where he was greeted by 
a crowd of 12, 000 township residents. Thirty members of the crowd suffered crush 
injuries. In his speech, he tells those in attendance that he is unhappy at the continues 
township violence. He makes a plea for the youth of Soweto, and elsewhere, to 
continue their education, cut down on the crime and end the indiscriminate torching of 
vehicles. 

Government minister, G Viljoen, speaks of the mutual respect that the president and 
Mandela have for each other, but disagrees over the liberation movements ideas on the 
nationalisation of industry: the armed struggle and the issue of sanctions.  

Since 11/2 there has been an upsurge of violence in Natal province. As a result fifty 
persons, mainly ethnic Indians, have lost their lives. 

A conciliatory gesture, by the South African Cricket Union, the rebel English cricket 
tourists will play only four one day international matches. The Mike Gatting led team 
will then return home fourteen days early on 23/2.  

In return The Anti Tour Committee will end all demonstrations at the Cape Town and 
Durban matches. However the committee will continue to push for the abandonment of 
the rest of the rebels tour. 

This has been a 'fiasco tour.' The cricket authorities, at Lords, and the BBC should 
have known that the countries vast population would rather have jobs and homes ect 
than watch cricket. 

Leader Comment Drawn Stumps “the cricket tour was one of the problems of the day, 
without being fatal.” Mr Mandela' s release to freedom on a 'substantial indication of a 
new realism.' Violence is the enemy of progress 'discipline vitally right speech destroys 
the conservative argument.' “Still supports violence. …......  voice of a statesman and a 
real revolutionary. …....... Released but far from free.”  

Aside to Ted Heath's comment on Jane Ruddocks statement to the House of 
Commons. 

Cartoon The prime ministers defence of capitalism over human rights with a little bit of 
celebratory bird shot  

 

Thurs 15 

House of Commons debate, initiated by the Labour Party, hears the foreign secretary, 
Dougles Hurd, repeat the international ban on investment would not be lifted until after 



the European Economic Community heads of government in Dublin. This is despite a 
claim that sanctions do not have any effect on the apartheid states economy. It has been 
shown, by a long list of the countries financiers that the economy has been much more 
efficient since 1989. 

Press interviews given by Nelson Mandela shows that he believes that the struggle 
should continue. This reaction has angered de Klerk, who was speaking on American 
television and to the government back home. In his address to the nation the South 
African president said 'majority rule,' in whatever form : Westminster style was not 
right for his country. 

A National Reception Committee, for the management of the expected release of 
political prisoners, formed by Nelson Mandela in late 1989, is badly organised. These 
comments came after it was shown that there were too few marshals outside Victor 
Vester prison and Cape Town's Celebration Square on 11/2. 

The national executive committee of the African National Congress met in the 
Zambian capital of Lusaka. On the agenda was the future role of the recently released 
Rivoena trialist. 

Cape Town march by black teachers and their pupils in support, as they marched to the 
Department of Education. They were demanding that the minister, P Stuwig, reinstate 
sacked colleagues and employ more teachers in Soweto. This is so that the period of 
schooling, which stood at forty weeks, can be increased from twenty eight to thirty two 
weeks. This school year length is deemed adequate by the school inspectors. Further 
demands are that teachers should not face compulsory transfer and be paid a living 
wage. 

At a march against the rebel cricket tour, C Naido said that the position of English 
cricket has been damaged and humiliated by the actions of the Mike Gattings team. 

Letters   [1] P Hain, London SW 15 racism needs expunging from English 
cricket.  

  [2] K Fleet London N 17 

Life and times of Fatima Mieer, Nelson Mandela 's biographer, Durban based 
sociologist. President of the Federation of Black Women 1976. Jailed for organising a 
demonstration in Soweto. Later an associate of Winnie Mandela. 

Fri 16 

1Twenty thousand Conservative Party supporters, with the support of the right wing 
AWB, march through the centre of Pretoria to a City Hall rally. Their demands include 
the immediate proscribing, again, of the African National Congress. Some of the 
demonstrators call for its leader to be hanged. Another demand is a separates state for 
the 0The struggle of war is over, the de Klerk view : The war is won , the battle for the 
peace begins for Nelson Mandela. - Independent -  white population. 

2Army hit squads could have been involved in the deaths of the anti apartheid 
campaigner D Webster  and Antonio Luboski, a member of SWAPO. The squad has 
been identified as the Civil Cooperation Bureau. This shadowy organisation is under 
the comand of S Burgger,  who reports directly to the Chief of the Defence Staff 
general J Geldenhuys. These details have been uncovered  by the inquiry set up into the 
actions of 'hit squads' under the direction of Brigadier Mstert. 



3Fresh allegations were made at the trial of J Richardson and seven other members of 
the Winnie Mandela Football Club. All are charged with the murder of Madando. A hit 
list has been found in the home of Winnie Mandela. 

4Tales of media hype in Soweto over the clamour for interviews with Nelson Mandela. 
His opinion is most sought on his views of the British and national Party governments, 
the sanctions issue and his role in the future of the African National Congress. 

5The concept of a 'white fatherland' has been proposed by Dr C Boshoff, the son in law 
of Henry Verwoed and son of a former prime minister. Such a 'nation' would be 
modelled into an Afrikaner Volkstad along the lines of the 19th century Boer Republic. 

6The right wing Conservative Party threatens a three day protest strike and an ultimate 
coup?if the president does not change his mind over his proposed changes to the 
constitution. 

7The European parliament voted 94 : 51 to continue economic sanctions against the 
apartheid regime. Analysis of the voting indicated that eleven out of the 32 
Conservative MEP's only support the British prime ministers hard line views. 

8Letter R Hughes, Anti Apartheid Movement, London N W 1 the gesture from the 
European Parliament has some basis in fact – even the authorities in Pretoria agree. 

9Fifty five people are known to have died when MNR rebels attacked a train, in 
southern Mozambique on 14/2, said government officials. - Reuters -  

 

Sat 17 

At the end of the African National Congress's national executive meeting an agreement 
was reached to seek talks with de Klerk. Other successes was the setting up a separate 
internal wing of the movement chaired by the recently released prisoner Walter Sisulu. 
Also a conference, scheduled to take place in Lusaka in 6/90 has been delayed until 
10/12.  

President Sam Nujama, author of a book dealing with the deaths of diamond engineers 
killed in Angola in 1989 ( qv 21/3) has been finally passed by the censor in South 
Africa for publication. 

The rebel English cricket team were able to play their first uninterrupted match. The 
game took place in Verwoerdburg outside Pretoria's Centenarian Park. 

Ficsburg, in the Orange Free State, home Hrkanaism, sees de Klerk as a man to trust. 
This town, just over the river border from Lesotho is a town where the young dismiss 
the actions of the AWB and the right wing Conservative Party as 'hot heads'. 

Cartoon “We 'd better start on the sandwiches without him.” maiidl England 
welcomes the release of Nelson Mandela.  

Sun 18 

Jo Slovo, secretary general of the South African Communist Party, has given an 
interview to the Weekly Mail in Johannesburg. A view of recent events by president de 
Klerk are no reason to show gratitude for his actions. As to him being well informed as  
m   kkkto events inside and outside the country it is more likely that Nelson Mandela is 
better informed.  



Consideration of the 'Mandela factor' in the Cape Town suburb of Camp Bay, and the 
Crossroads squatter camp thirty minuets away from the city. Black residents served 
Bay Bisto – Russian cover for £23 / R95 and work on kitchen/house building 
programme. 

Sticks to fight with expected. African National Congress teenage 'comrades' wait in 
Durban township of KwaMashu. One typical participant, Sipho, waiting for supposed 
Inkatha supporters, who are known as Amasigon. They are, in reality, Mafia style 
bandits. 

Fifty people have dies since the release of Nelson Mandela. 

Entrepreneurs, such as R Mapanya see SA Tape dated 5.12.89, as a member of the 
black business community that accounts for 15% of the states Gross Domestic Product 
according to the South African Institute of Race Relations. 

An example : South African Breweries have sales of £813m to township shebeens. 
Another lucrative are black based services are the taxi business which contributes 
R1.2bn and the street vendors : R3bn. However many of these small concerns evade 
paying tax by not applying for licences.  

Part of the liberation struggle, the ban on advertising the apartheid state as a tours 
destination, is to be ignored by the prime minister in London. This is in direct 
contravention of the long standing agreement, and reiterated at the recent heads of 
European government meeting in Dublin. 

England 's rebel cricket tour will not recommence in 11/90 after discussions between 
the K Naido of the National Sports Council and others. 

Valakazi Street Soweto, is the location of Nelson Mandela' s unpretentious home and 
is the setting for an interview between the recently released prisoner and Alister 
Sparks. The newspaper journalist felt he had 'been presented with a major award.'  

A view of the Soweto 'homecoming' rally from Nardine Gordimer. In this writers view 
“He wants the people of South Africa to remake themselves together.” That is his 
greatness. 

Mon 19 

The influential Afrikaner newspaper, Rapport, takes the line that it is now time for 
everyone to explain to Nelson Mandela that the African National Congress policy of 
armed struggle is wrong.  

The finance minister, du Plessis speaking on the radio, says that he understands the 
movements anger and fustration. However their policy of nationalisation et al will not 
maintain the status quo or a settled feeling to the white minority.  

A meeting of the Organisation of African Unity, in Addis Ababa, will have discussions 
on how to keep the pressure for change in the apartheid state high on the agenda. 

Cartoon The conversations M Thatcher and P W Botha. - imagined by S Bell 

Tues 20 

European foreign ministers, meeting in Dublin, make a majority decision to retain 
sanctions until a three member group, from France, Germany and Eire, return from  



fact finding mission. They have been assessing the post Mandela release situation 
inside the country. 

Britain is considering breaking ranks, with its European partners, by easing some 
sanctions and sending foreign minister Hurd on a visit to make his own assessment. 

Nelson Mandela is awaiting approval,  from the African National Congress's national 
executive, before making a proposal to the British prime minister over the issue of 
sanctions. In the mean time he will attend a number countrywide rallies in Durban and 
Port Elizabeth.  

While these peace initiatives address the masses Walter Sisulu will also be consulting 
and explaining in Natal province. His audience will be Chief Buthelezie where help 
will be given by 'notables of the United Democratic Front. 

Within seven days the leader of the African National Congress will fly to Harare and 
then to Lusaka where he will consult with prime minister Mugabe and his executive 
committee with proposals on a political prisoner amnesty. 

At an Anti Apartheid rally in London those gathered hear a message of thanks from 
Nelson Mandela, who also calls for the keeping up the pressure on the Pretoria regime. 
 
The town of Movenene, in Mozambique, just nine miles across the South African 
border is the scene of the latest MNR military action - the destruction of a train 
carrying homeward bound workers from the gold mines (qv 14/2). A released prisoner 
was forced to listen to the raids leaders describe the peace initiative as ‘nonsense. 
 
Two Zimbabwe nationals D Stevenson, 46, and D Searle, 40,  have been kidnapped by 
the MNR in the Beira Corridor, near the town of Inchope, which is 90 miles from the 
port city of Beira. 
 
Rebel tour ‘did not bring the two sides together’ - Gatting speak. What it did achieve 
was to shift the balance of power from the white controlled organisations - the South 
African Council Of Sport, to the ANC aligned National Sports Council. This shift in 
emphasis brings the integration of all sporting bodies closer. With this in mind, the 
South African Road Runners Association apply to join the NSC. One of the earliest 
beneficiaries could be the world of South African soccer, who could be participating in 
international tournaments - African Cup - within 12 - 18 months, and even the 1994 
World Cup. 
 
Angola and Cuba opened two days of talks in the Angolan capital of Luanda yesterday, 
to discuss Havana’s decision last month to halt its troop withdrawal after four Cubans 
died in a rebel Unita raid (qv 26/1), Angpop said. - AP -  
 
The ruler of Lesotho, Major M Lekhanya, detained four members of the state military 
council and the ministry of transport and unconfirmed reports of the monarch, King 
Moshoeshoe the Second was under house arrest in the capital Masuru - a pre emptive 
move to stall a coup.  - D Beresford -  
 
Cartoon Margaret Thatcher 'wishes to be alone' as she motors through a show of 
EEC unity for sanctions continuation.  
 



Wed 21 
 
Dougles Hurd has given notice that Britain is to lift investment sanctions. This is 
against the advice of the EEC Foreign Ministers recent meeting who indicated such a 
move should only be taken after the lifting of the State of Emergency and the release of 
political prisoners. To this Mr Hurd asks who are they [political prisoners] and how are 
they defined? However the the foreign minister offers to delay the implementation if 
the EEC agrees to a staged withdrawal of sanctions. This compromise was rejected at 
the meeting. For their part the ministers will send the Irish French and Italian foreign 
ministers to report  
 
The British ambassador, in Johannesburg, has two hours of talks with W Sisulu. An 
agreement is reached that sanctions should continue. The African National Congress 
executive want their summit meeting, in Zaire, cancelled if de Klerk insists on 
attending. 
 
There is pressure on the Defence Minister, M Malan, to resign over his knowledge of 
the workings and activities of the Civil Co operation Bureau (qv 16/20). The call is 
backed by the Liberal Democrats and some members of the Conservative Party. They 
also call for the resignation of A Vlok, the Minister of Law and Order. National Party 
member, Mr A Van Zyle has been detained and the head of the CCB, Colonel Burger, 
has disappeared. Brenda Zyle says that her husbands orders came from senior officers 
of the South African Defence Force. There has been a pledge to end the faction 
fighting in Natal province. 
 
 
Thurs 22 
 
W Waldergrave defends the British stance over sanctions - “remove some to give 
incentives for future development.” Sisulu embarks on a tour of Natal Province. His 
main aim is to try and broker an end to the continuing factional fighting. He will 
consult with the regional members of Congress of South African Trade Unions and the 
United Democratic Front before a meeting with the Inkatha leader, J Francis (37). 
 
Angolan State Pentangle Fuel Oil Company facilities have been captured by Unita, in 
Caxio which is 38 miles north east of the capital Luanda. The rebel forces also claim 
that they have forced government troops to retreat from Mavinga, in the south east of 
the country. 
 
The continuing African National Congress/National Party talks will quietly drop from 
their agenda the linked themes of end the state of emergency, in return for a call to end 
the armed struggle as the Nationalists want to replace racial power with class [?] 
power. - ie economic power. 
 
Cartoon In defence of an un defensible policy Independent  
 
 



Fri 23 
 
The Nelson Mandela peace rally in troubled Natal province is seen as a last chance for 
peace in the area. It look like Chief Buthelezie would have had time to impose peace 
but has lost out to the ‘war lords.’ Eve Jenkin, of the Democratic Party’s Unrest 
Monitoring Unit, in Durban says that 30% of all ‘unrest UDF/COSATU is instigated. 
These then are followed by the retaliation attacks. Inkatha has a strong grip on the area 
- civil service, provision of housing, all of which are open to intimidation. In reality the 
situation is no Party membership no facilities. 
 
The 650,000 strong Indian community is facing increased racist attacks. Leaflets 
accuse of further huge influx of nationals from the Indian sub continent for jobs - a 
revenge for the 1946 riots. 
 
A statement from F W de Klerk welcomes the chance to talk to the leaders of the 
African National Congress (qv 16/2), after legal uncertainties were cleared up 
‘indemnity offered.’ The president was unhappy at the African National Congress's  
insistence on ‘conditions. At a conference, in London, on the issue of political 
prisoners 750 were named out of a list of 3,000 who must be released. Zaire summit 
cancelled, after pressure from the ANC. 
 
The Johannesburg Star has made a claim that the Civil Corporation Bureau has R1m at 
its disposal to carry out clandestine operations, involving the death squads. Political 
unrest kills two, 14 wounded and 155 arrested throughout the country. 
 
Walter Sisulu has a joint meeting with leaders of the United Democratic Front and the 
middle ranks of Inkatha. The full caucus of the parliamentary National Party of 103 , 
backs de Klerks recent policy despite making light of similar ideas put forward by the 
Progressive Federal Party before the 1987 General Election. 
 
The reasoning behind this is that the troops were out of Namibia in 4/89. African 
National Congress has moved its external headquarters to Tanzania. Soviet policy 
concerning southern Africa has changed within the M Gorbechev era. The economy is 
in ruins, since the 1985 ‘Rubicon’ speech by P W Botha no new foreign loans have 
been offered but 1/8th of the Gross National Product has had to go towards repaying 
existing loans. 
 
Anti Apartheid Movement picket a Tesco store, in Leeds, as there is evidence that the 
company is still purchasing ‘banned’ fruit. 
 
Letter   [1] J Mulrean, London S E 13 -a threat of reverse sanctions, on Britain by the 
EC, would be of no threat.  
 
  [2] D Mcloud, 25 Riverside Close, Staines, Middlesex - a partial lifting of 
sanctions would be no reward for de Klerk but only a help to British industry. 
 
 



Sat 24 
 
The European Economic Commission  condemns the official lifting of tourism and 
investment sanctions by the British prime minister, M Thatcher, as they break the spirit 
of the 1986 Single European Act. In a statement Howard and Ridley say the purpose 
was to encourage South Africa to talk across the colour bar - now achieved - with 
impending ANC/NP talks set. 
 
The City of London Anti Apartheid Group ends its 4 year 24 hour picket outside the 
South African embassy in London’s Trafalgar Square. It will now be replaced by 
weekly vigils. 
 
The Civil Corporation Bureau members Mr Leon ‘Chappie’ Moree are wanted by the 
Namibian authorities in connection with the killing of A Luboski. It is claimed that 
they are being hidden by members of the South African Defence Force until Namibia 
becomes an independent country on 27/3, as all South African warrants will become 
ineffective after that date says the Johannesburg Star newspaper. 
 
Houghten, a wealthy suburb of Johannesburg, has been chosen by the government as 
the likely site for the first ‘open residential area.’ Hillbrow, with 40% black population 
has not been chosen. The Democratic Party’s MP T Leon calls the decision ‘racial 
roulette.' 
 
Preparations for Nelson  Mandrel’s rally in Durban have been welcomed by Inkatha 
but there has been warnings of possible violence 
 
The rebel tour ended on 22/2 at the Wanders Cricket Ground in Johannesburg before a 
limited crowd of 28,000. Reports said that there was only two black faces spotted n the 
crowd. Claims of whites that star players, like F Davids was their best ever player but 
the South African Cricket Board had no new ideas and was 20 years out of date. Any 
idea of a second rebel tour looks a non starter as the South African Cricket Union force 
Ali Bacher to admit he has no mandate for such. any decision will be made at a full 
meeting of the Board Meanwhile the Rugby authorities agree to form a joint non racial 
board on the day that a French Rugby Union official talked about South Africa hosting 
the 1995 Rugby World Cup. All this would be scuppered by any proposed 11/90 rebel 
cricket tour. 
 
Sun 25 
 
There were two arrests as Gravney and Embarry returned to Heathrow Airport from the 
rebel tour. The two are prepared to return, as per their contract, if required - some hope 
(qv 24/2). The aim of the anti apartheid movement is to see that those players who took 
part in the rebel tour are banned from the county game for five years. Protesters will 
follow these players on the summer circuit. 
 
The African National Congress rally, attended by Nelson Mandela at the Kings Park 
stadium, Durban had a crowd estimated to reach 150,000 with 3,000 party members 
acting as marshal’s. Young township cadres expect to have political power rather than 
rely on the existing leadership - like Oliver Tambo - in the long run. Frontrunners are T 



Nkobi [Congress treasurer], J Nkadimeng and D Tholoome  trade unionists] A Nzo the  
organiser of the 1957 bus boycott, T Mbeki, head of the international office. Also to be 
considered are to be veterans of the 1976/88 uprisings. Those from the Black 
Consciousness Movement. 
 
The MNR and Frelimo leave 15 square miles of Gaza province to its peaceful rural life 
of the spirit Mangoi, an area of the main road from Xai Xai to Maputo 
 
Soweto interview, 23/2, with Alister Sparkes - life in prison, no bitterness to whites 
 
Mon 26 
 
The African National Congress rally (qv 25/2) heard Nelson Mandela speak to 
1000,000 plus and plea for unity between Inkatha and the ANC. He said that there 
would be talks with King Zwelethini of the Zulu nation 
 
In a television interview, see SA Tape 24’ On The Line Special,  M Gatting admits to 
being innocent in South African affairs . In the programme there was friction between 
the rebel captain and fellow rebel player Foster. 
 
Rapport, the Afrikaner language newspaper, shows that de Klerk will be more 
dependant on his English speaking countrymen as the Afrikaner is loosing faith with 
him : release Nelson Mandela, unbann Congress and Pan African Congress. Opinion 
polls show that there has been a rise in support for National Party policies, over the last 
three months to 46.3%, an increase of 4.7%, Conservative Party 31%, a rise of 3.4% 
with support from the English speakers 12.7%, a rise of 5%. 
 
Funding for the Civil Corporation Bureau for the period 1989/90 is £6.5m / R28m 
coming from within the Defence Special Account  Denying claims of excessive living 
(qv 24/2?) 
 
Contrasting the recent Mandela rally with the HNP’s and the AWB’s joint rally at 
Borksburg - very Hitletarian in oratory and gestures. 
 
The Angolan air force has claimed that it bombed military targets near the headquarters 
of the Unita rebels fighting against the Luanda government – AP adb - 
 
Tues 27 
 
The African National Congress are backing a hunger strike on Robben Island involving 
343 inmates. Of these 95 are claiming political status and were promised release. In 
Cape Town 20 twenty people were arrested at a demonstration called in their support.  
 
In a statement General Malan, the Defence Minister, tells parliament that Webber and 
Luboski (qv) were agents working for the South African Defence Force, giving 
credence to concerns of SWAPO that they had infiltrated the movement to gather 
information that would be passed onto the Civil Corporation Bureau. The ‘dirty tricks’ 
department of Military Intelligence suspended their actions while an investigation was 
carried out. The Johannesburg Star claims also that they used approximately £17,000 



R70,000  to destroy, with a bomb, the Coloured Centre during the 1987 general 
election campaign 
 
Wed 28 
 
Nelson Mandela and his wife arrive in Lusaka to tumultuous welcome. Nelson is 
especially praised by Yassar Arrafat as he sees his PLO struggle, with Israel, similar to 
that ongoing in South Africa. Zambian president declares a public holiday. 
 
No South African Defence Force proof offered to back up the statement by General 
Malan (qv 27/2). Luboski, the informer, if it was not him then it is another security 
force hoax similar to the claim, in 1989, that SWAPO were massing on the Angolan 
border - encouraging Pik Botha, the foreign minister, to order troops across the border. 
Otherwise it shows that the SADF have hindered the police inquiry for five months. 
Extracts from Gabby Luboski’s diary show that her ex husband was a committed 
nationalist. 
 
A third member of the Civil Corporation Bureau has been arrested for allowing three 
members of the right wing AWB movement to escape from Namibia in 1989. 
 
In London a mass lobby of parliament organised by the Anti Apartheid Movement, the 
South African Coalition and various trade unions hear F Chicken secretary of the 
South African Council of Churches, E Baraye president of the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions and P Molefe of the United Democratric Front  makes a plea  for 
her to visit South Africa in the foreseeable future.  
 
Inside the country there is the likelihood of demonstrations against any such tour. 
These would show a feeling similar to those that demonstrated against the recent rebel 
tour. There has been no reinvestment after the lifting of some sanctions as companies 
wait for future investment in a ‘free Anzania’. 
 
Leader Comment Sense and Lusaka  Nelson Mandela a man of ‘good sense and 
principal.’heavier responsibility, from “farther figure to political leader.” He must 
“adjust to the collective discipline of the external executive of the ANC”  
 
Not to get in a flurry over the economic future - discussed by sensible men - G Riley 
chairman of the Anglo American Corporation after a meeting with Nelson Mandela, 
Soweto 26/2. 
 
Agenda - find role for Nelson Mandela, logical successor Oliver Tambo as president. 
Armed struggle commitment to? “very helpful “... “move away from armed struggle” - 
J Clarke, Canadian Minister External Affairs, Soweto 26/2. 
 
Now removed from the agenda, save for a right wing backlash, is the armed struggle. 
Regionally economically very good, but as a ‘first world country’? Cannot afford an 
efficient health service according to ministry of health figures 1989. Black 
pupil/teacher ratio 1 : 40. Thee million homes needed in the next 10 years - not to 
mention the repair of the slums. “Lusaka this week is only the first step towards 
common sense.” 



Personal recollections of life with A Luboski and in defence of the ‘Uppngham 24 (qv) 
by A Dubach, a lawyer. 
 
 



 
 

MARCH 1990 
 

 
Thurs 1 
 
Mandela speaking on the causes of change, pressure from mass protest from inside 
South Africa : the Front Line States : the Organisation of African Unity and the 
European Economic Union. Through this background the prime minister, M Thatcher 
may have made a contribution and he will face her later over the issue of sanctions. 
 
However the leader of the African national Congress insists that there will be no talks 
with Pretoria until three demands have been met. These are an end to the state of 
emergency, the granting of freedom to political prisoners who have been convicted of 
non ideological crimes and the free return of exiles. 
 
The chairman of the International Olympic Committee, J Samaracan, orders a 
committee of inquiry to report on whether there has been sufficient changes in the 
apartheid states internal sporting governing bodies to allow re entry into the Olympic 
movement. The country was expelled in 1970 because of its apartheid policies.  
 
The National Sports Council 's reaction is that the International Olympic Committee's 
subordinate, the South African Non Racial Olympic Committee, will have to begin 
negotiations with them.  
 
A 1/90 visit to the country, by the Olympic world body who have already been in in 
negotiations with the state's top sports committee was told 'to get its own house in 
order, ' as it noted the recent sporting conflict surrounding the rebel English rebel tour. 
The official launch of the multi racial sports body is set for 4/90 even though external 
concerns were high on the agenda. 
 
Contrasting Pretoria's and Britain's dealings with terrorists, African national Congress, 
Eoka and the IRA. Nelson Mandela features as a world power, Archbishop Makarios 
was all for terrorism, there had been calls for talks, with Sinn Fein, but London's 
insistence that the IRA should lay down their weapons was a 'condition too far' for Sin 
Fein. Pretoria was saddled with Mandela, but they are still prepared to talk. Prison 
politics, IRA 1, 850 of which 75% claim political status. In the case of the African 
National Congress there are 800 prisoners. 
 
Even though the problems are similar, there is one obvious difference : Britain lack a 
head of government with 'vision,' unlike South Africa who has de Klerk in that 
position. 
 
Fri 2 
 
The African National Congress's leader, Nelson Mandela, will join other anti 
apartheid supporters and other 'notables,' at a Wembly concert that is being organised 
by Archbishop Trevor Huddleston. There is also the possibility of the former prisoner 
of being appointed the Congress deputy president. This would enable Oliver Tambo, 
at this time Congress leader in exile, to take the lead role in talks with the de Klerk 



and the government in Pretoria. The, in 12/90 Nelson Mandela would take top 
position in the African National Congress. 
 
Congress met ten representatives of the American Congress to explain why sanctions 
are still needed. These can be summed up as being necessary to force the apartheid 
state to make reform possible. Again it was stated that these talks would not occur 
until all three demands (qv 1/3) were met. De Klerk, while generally criticising the 
witch hunt against deference Minister, M Malan, orders a judicial inquiry into his 
spying allegations (qv 22/2), to joint sittings of the Tri Carnel parliament. He himself 
did not know of the Civil Cooperation Bureau activity along with Malan deputy and 
the Defence Force. 
 
Members of the SWAPO government in Namibia in waiting, including Mr W 
Breytenbach, who had requested an inquiry into the circumstances of the death of A 
Luboski has been refused. The reason given is that the inquiry that is being conducted 
by the South Africans is well advanced. There are three warrants of arrest outstanding 
for members of the Civil Cooperation Bureau, who are presumed to be hiding in 
South Africa. 
 
If M Malan’s allegations are true then the spotlight falls on the French philosopher Dr 
Gueon, a close friend of Anton Luboski and later of Winnie Mandela with cash found 
in the Luboski estate. The South African Defence Force claim that the Frenchman is a 
member if his countries Intelligence Service, who has access to the African National 
Congress in Lusaka. 
 
The moratorium on the death penalty, declared by the president, has saved the life of J 
Childi aged 27 from the hangman’s noose. Beginning 7.5.86 association with the 
‘necklace killing’ of the deputy mayor G Moeng, of Tembisi township east of 
Johannesburg. The only description of the crime was from his co - accused, J Chapidi 
who recants and changes his mind at will. 
 
F van Slabbart attends a London seminar of the South African Foundation in which he 
makes the proposal that overseas observers be sent to the country to oversee a change 
to a non - racial democracy, as has been done in the recent elections in Rhodesia and 
Namibia. 
 
Sat 3 
 
Confirmation of Nelson Mandela being appointed deputy president of the African 
National Congress. He will be joined on the executive committee by G Mbeki and W 
Sisulu. The movements headquarters will move from Lusaka to Johannesburg, with a 
national congress set for 12/90 in the town of Bloomfontein. 
 
Continuing his regional tour N Mandela visits Zimbabwe's,Tanzanian  refugee camps 
and then onto Sweden to see Oliver Tambo the veteran African National Congress 
exile of twenty five years. Also to return are a trade union official J Simonds and his 
wife along with the Congress's last endorsed member of parliament, circa 1954 - R 
Alexander. 
 



Sun 4 
 
End of the Mandela visit to Lusaka has united the executive behind him, pushing 
away any doubts they had about his negotiating whilst in jail (q 1/90). He has refused 
to take Oliver Tambo’s title but in reality will become de facto head of the African 
National Congress. Launched a £11.7m campaign fund appeal when he returns to the 
new Johannesburg headquarters to link up with established organisations - UDF and 
Congress of South African Trade Unions ect to establish an internal wing of  
Congress. The Pan African Congress have ruled out negotiations with Pretoria after 
consultations with the Pan Africanist Movement 
 
The white town council of Springs has rejected a plan to allow 300 Hong Kong 
families settle there despite the government backing the scheme. - OBS P13 C4 - 
 
Mon 5 
 
Exhausted Mandela, in Harare, speaks to an audience of 20,000 who have gathered to 
hear R Mugabe before the general election of 3/90. Rivals of the African National 
Congress - the Pan Africanist Congress say this is unfair as it is their movement that 
has closer links with the Zimbabwe regime than their rivals. At an executive meeting 
of the Pan Africanist movement, also in Harare, it is rumoured that the movements 
leader J Mlambo will meet with Nelson Mandela while he is in the city. 
 
White South African businessman says that there is an “urgent need to dismantle 
apartheid.” 
 
While Chief Lenox Sebe the president of the ‘independent homeland’ of Ciski is 
overseas his government is ousted in a military coup. The coup leader Brigadier J 
Gqozo, who arrested the former presidents son and his top officials said that Ciski 
would be run by a four man junta. It would guided by a by a Council of State and 
abide by democratic principals. The South African army has pledged non interference. 
 
Tues 6 
 
A judicial inquiry, under Mr Justice Harms, has been ordered into the activities of the 
Civil Cooperation Bureau (qv). It begins with the head of military intelligence, 
General R Badenhorst, saying that he had no knowledge of the units existence till late 
in 1989. Further evidence from the officer commanding the South African Defence 
Force, Major General E Webb, says that the unit has an approximate membership of 
139. Of these it was estimated that only 80 members knew that they were working for 
the state. The Bureau was organised on a cell structure, with members of one unit not 
able to identify other cells - good security. There were tales of bizarre missions, one of 
which was sending a monkey foetus to Archbishop Tutu. 
 
Zeph Mothopeng leader of the Pan African Congress yesterday denounced Nelson 
Mandela’s appeal for reconciliation with white and black unity “Making allowances 
for the whites - that is compromise appeasement. - Reuters - 
 



South African troops and police in Ciski, to try and quell rioting and looting as [the 
people] celebrate the military overthrow of President L Sebe. South African Foreign 
Minister, Pik Botha, says movement was at the request of Brigadier J O Gqozo, as 
government buildings and a pump station were at risk. - D Beresford, Johannesburg 
 
Wed 7 
 
At the end of a three day executive meeting, of the Pan Africanist Congress in Harare, 
Nelson Mandela’s decision to enter into negotiations was criticised as there was “no 
genuine basis exists for negotiations.” Leaving for Tanzania Mandela sticks to his 
demands that the Harare Principals must be adhered to before serious negotiations 
begin. This includes meetings over outstanding obstacles - releasing prisoners and the 
lifting of the state of emergency. 
 
De Beers, the major diamond conglomerate will split itself into separate companies to 
form De Beers Century which will be based in Lucerne in Switzerland, whilst the 
existing company will stay at the Kimberly headquarters  The two companies will deal 
with overseas and internal business matters respectively. This indicates that Centuary 
will deal with 80% of the single business. Says chairman J O Thompson, it will help 
to preserve the share price - dragging down the ethnic investment? The company 
shares were valued, on the London Stock Exchange at $22.5, an increase of $3. 
 
General Magnus Malan is loosing credibility a colleauge Major General J Klopps told 
the Harris Inquiry. All Civil Cooperation Bureau operations, involving politicians had 
to be approved by Minister Malan. General Webb, of Special Forces, failed to produce 
Civil Cooperation Bureau operational papers as access was limited to Commander 
level. Of those likely to have access Colonel J Vorster is in police custody and Major 
Stallenberg has vanished. 
 
The Luboski Inquiry is being held ‘in camera’ on the grounds of state security. 
 
The violence that erupted in Ciski has ended amid heavy rain and flooding. There has 
been 27 deaths and a state of emergency has been declared. 
 
There has been great changes in the content of the newspapers since de Klerk's 
Rubicon speech (qv 6/2), especially from the Afrikaans language, government 
supported  Beelb newspaper. It now allows African National Congress thoughts into 
its columns. This has angered the traditional readers. 
 
The New Nation, a de facto supporter of the African National Congress,  now sees 
itself as an educator. The Weekly Mail decides, on the strength of it being the first 
paper with the Stompi Moketsi and Mandela Football Club stories, to become a 
‘daily’ doubling its number of staff from thirty five to seventy. It will need to raise 
£1m in two years to achieve this and to keep pace with the changes. 
 
The press will be able to quote ‘banned’ people eg J Slovo. To face the press is 
essential says Nelson Mandela. Other Congress officials complain about the stance of 
Winnie Mandela on certain issues.  
 



Vyre Weekblad,  the alternative Afrikaner viewpoint, will remain part of the 
opposition media whatever the government decides. 
 
Thurs 8 
 
A Nofeleria (qv 2/11) begins giving evidence that his unit were responsible for the 
murder of G Mxenge, a civil rights lawyer, near Durban. The killing was carried out 
with the help of three African National Congress members, known as  Askaries,  who 
were paid a bonus of £250 / R 1000 by Captain Coetez who was the commander of 
the Civil Corporation Bureau unit involved. 
 
Unrest spreads in Bophuthatswana as calls for re incorporation, into South Africa, 
grow. There is assurance, from officers of the South African Defence force, that if the 
rioting continues to spread the army will step in to quell the unrest. Troops saved the 
government of President Mangapope, in a 1988 coup attempt, but not a recent attempt 
to topple President Sebe of Ciski - they were unhappy at the level of corruption and 
feared a complete collapse of law and order. 
 
There has been a change of policy, towards the Homelands, by the de Klerk 
government to allow talks with the African National Congress on a staged re 
incorporation of the ‘homelands’.The Ciski coup went ahead with the knowledge of 
the Pretoria government. Chief Buthelezie will meet with the president. They both 
agree that the unrest talks on a wider scale. 
 
South African musicians have held a benefit concert for Nelson Mandela. 
 
Fri 9 
 
Direct telephone contact, between N Mandela in Zambia, and the headquarters of the 
Organisation of African Unity in Addis Adaba and the minister of justice, K Coetze, 
ends the eleven day long hunger strike by 343 political prisoners on Robben Island. 
They were joined, countrywide by seven whites and the Yengeni 15 - on trial on 
terrorism charges in Cape Town. This settlement brings near the possibility of a 
general amnesty for all political prisoners.  
 
All quiet in the homelands, no need for South African troops, despite after early 
morning trouble in GaRankuwa township where selective destruction of a hotel which 
was part owned by president Mangope occurred. 
 
Sat 10 
 
The law and order minister orders a limited crackdown by the security forces to stem 
criticism of the parliamentary National Party. The situation is the same as it was in 
1984/5 says  minister Vlok 
 
In the Kathaleong township, in the Transki, a taxi drivers feud leaves nineteen dead. 
Speculation is rife that there political overtones with this number of dead involved. 
 



President F Ravele, of Vendu, joins the list of ‘homeland’ leaders to talk with the 
leaders of South Africa about re - integration into the country. 
 
There is little evidence of an internal organisation to spread the message of the 
African National Congress within the townships. This leaves the way open for 
security forces to infiltrate the control methods in the townships and learn all they 
need to know. To counter this show of security force dominance the movement should 
become more visible within the country. This will entail more travel for executive 
members, especially Mandela and Sisulu, and a better grass roots organisation. 
 
Sun 11 
 
If white professionals leave in proportional numbers, to those who have left 
Zimbabwe since the countries first multi racial elections, it is estimated that four 
million would leave within ten years. Numbers such as this would end any hope that 
the Mandela led government would be leading a prosperous country, or the whole 
African continent. This is the fear of even liberal whites, which was feared as long ago 
as the 1960’s with the coming of majority rule to many African countries. 
 
Testimony, to the Harmes Inquiry, by Major General A Joubert who is the the deputy 
chief of staff of military intelligence. His job was to put to the 3/85 plan before 
General Malan, the defence minister for the formation of the Civil Cooperation 
Bureau. 
 
At least 10 people were killed in black factional clashes, and 140 arrested, for taking 
part in looting yesterday. The dead included a policeman, who was shot. The worst 
unrest was in the township of Kathlehong. - AP -  
 
Tues 13 
 
Members of the Anti Apartheid Movement, accused of a 1989 pitch invasion, have 
called England cricket captain M Gatting as a witness - an attempt to delay a rebel 
tour. Appeal launched to the authorities at Lords. - GDN P2 C8 -  
 
Nelson Mandela arrives in Sweden, at the head of a fifteen strong entourage. Included 
in the party is C Ramaphosa the president of the National Union of Mineworkers. 
They were greeted like heads of state on their five day visit. Recently released 
Mandela was able to renew his acquaintance with Oliver Tambo who he last saw 
twenty eight years ago. 
 
The financial controller of the Civil Cooperation Bureau, T Kruger, was a convicted 
criminal, having served 12 years in jail for murder. He received instructions from the 
head of military intelligence, G R Badenhorst, according to the Beelb newspaper. 
Evidence, to the Harns inquiry, has been delayed from Kruger, J Vester the head of 
the Civil Cooperation Bureau and van Zyl (qv). Vester identity picture and details 
refused by Haris. 
 
South African Defence Force crackdown in Natal, Transvaal and the Orange Free 
states. As a result of the violence 150 have been detained in the last 48 hours. Over 



the last six weeks of disturbances 200 lives have been lost. The level,of disturbances, 
has fallen now that central government is showing an interest in the affairs in the 
provinces. The government of Transki is showing an interest in providing its nationals 
with passports for residents of Hong Kong, who are fearful of a communist China take 
over in 1996.The price would be £47,600. 
 
Mike Gatting, on Sky TV, admits that the second leg of the rebel tour has been 
cancelled. This is disputed by the president of the South African Cricket Union, G 
Dakin. The England captain said the only payment received for the first leg, was 
£60,000 or 40% of the agreed fee. There would be talks between the National Sports 
Council and the members of the South African Cricket Union in an attempt so 
overcome any difficulties. 
 
Wed 14 
 
Finance minister Du Plessis - final preparation of his budget speech with inflation 
running at 15% and the mortgagee rate at 22% and a plea from the business 
community that any new measures will not hit foreign investment opportunities in the 
country. 
 
Economic facts : nil growth 1990/1. Expected 40% of blacks aged between 16 and 20 
will be unemployed. Defence spending down £46m /R2b. Education spending 3,000 
:76 white/black. 
 
Upon outcome of appeals by D Bruce and I Tooms, serving six years and 21 months 
respectively on the grounds of conscientious objection (qv) the London conference of 
COSWAR members will decide whether to proceed to return from exile in Holland, 
France and Britain. The conference delegates will also demand to know if de Klerk 
amnesty extends to all draft dodgers. Initially 20 will return from on 16/12 to attend 
the African National Congress ’s annual conference. 
 
KwaGuqwa township Witbank in the Eastern Transvaal were fifteen people were 
killed and 511 arrested seems to disprove Vloks claim (13/3) on the security situation 
as violence in the townships continue. 
 
Police headquarters, in Pretoria, deny rumours that serving personnel demand the right 
to resign although 1/90 figures show that more than 600 officers,1% of the force, have  
poor working conditions and 10% pay inflation 16% cited.  
 
At a Stockholm press conference Nelson Mandela calls for cuts in diplomatic ties and 
an intensification of sanctions from the international community against the apartheid 
regime. 
 
Thurs 15 
 
Limits put on the Harris inquiry, it is only allowed to probe political murders, despite 
there being ample evidence of ‘hit squad’  activity - in Paris France 29.3.88, the 
murder of Dulcie September (qv) who was the African National Congress’s 
representative there. 



 
More seriously, the murder of Olav Palme, on 28/2/86,  because of Sweden’s long 
term commitment to the anti apartheid struggle, staffing of University Exchange Fund 
with nationals. This movement was infiltrated by Craig Williams,a Bureau of State 
Security operative, in the 1970’s, Captain Coetese - of the Civil Cooperation Bureau 
(qv) funding William’s and Daisy Farm : a second 'hit squad' unit training camp’ 
 
The head of the Umkhonto we Sizwe the Congress's  military wing, J Modesia, says 
the movement would consider a truce to facilitate talks with the government. However  
their would no ending of the armed struggle. 
 
The Natal killing of Major D Tereblanche sparks a manhunt in Hammersdale 
township : a known trouble spot. 
 
A state fund of £46m /R2b has been created to “combat black poverty.”  Consider aid 
to blacks in 1986 was R 16m over a five year period in Budget speech “not totally for 
whites” - N Czypionka, economist at the Standard Bank “a drop in the ocean, not a 
big step forward” - Professor S Terreblanche, Stellenboch University. 
 
Fri 16 
 
Harmes Inquiry has heard a cross examination of M Nofemola by lawyers acting for 
the police. The evidence throws doubt on Mr Nflomola’s evidence that there was ever 
any activity by a ‘hit squad, now it is most urgent that Captain D Coetsee (qv), now in 
hiding with the African National Congress, in  self imposed exile, testifies before the 
inquiry. The inquiry members may go to the country that is providing a haven for the 
former Civil Cooperation Bureau operative to make this easier for him. The existence 
of a 'dirty tricks' policy is not in doubt, as the police have already acknowledged its 
existence. 
 
Vendu homeland, under the presidency of F Ravele, agrees to hold a referendum on 
reintegration into South Africa. The government has also lifted the ban on the African 
National Congress and the Pan Africanist Congress. The leader in the Ciski homeland, 
Gqozo, forms an alliance with the MDM. Bophuthatswana is the only homeland that 
is fearfully opposed to reintegration says President Mangpo - “it will be in existence in 
100 years.” A general strike has hit Garankuwa township, with only support from 
members of the BDC. 
 
Hungarian nationals, it is feared, will make the black majority less likely to become 
employed as there has been an influx from the communist state. They have a 1:10 
chance of acceptance of being allowed entry, as many are qualified engineers. 
 
Opposition groups are raising a storm of criticism over proposals by the incoming 
Namibian government that 850 Kenyan troops, serving with the United Nations, 
remain after independence next Wednesday. M Muyongo the parliamentary leader of 
the opposition Democratic Turnhalle Allience said the presence of foreign troops 
would be a poor start to independence. - Reuters -  
 



The Soviet Foreign Minister, E Shevardnadze, will begin a 7 nation African tour with 
a 24 hour visit to Angola on 18/3, Angpop said yesterday.- Reuters -  
 
Sat 17 
 
President de Klerk says talks with the African National Congress will begin on 11/4. 
Their aim will be to set the parameters for talks to begin, in earnest, on power sharing. 
Also the president will want to understand Nelson Mandela ’s constant references to 
continuing the ‘armed struggle.’ In the meanwhile Mr Mandela will continue his 
travel schedule,  to Namibia for the Independence celebrations and his family home in 
the Transki, where he will also pay a visit to  King Godwill Zwelethein the Second. 
 
Two recent detainees, who were part of the national hunger strike campaign, have 
started a second no food strike over a ‘charge us or release us’ challenge to the prison 
authorities. They have been spurred on by the accusation that they were inciting an 
upsurge of violence among other prison inmates. 
 
Sebokeng township, 20 miles south of Johannesburg was the scene of the mob killing 
of a white businessman. E Corfe and M Brown escaped unhurt. A school girl was 
injured on the same road 
 
Renewed MNR/Frelimo contacts, leading to likely talks after the Namibian 
independence celebrations - President Chissano is in London after meeting president 
Bush in Washington who are more in contact with the MNR than diplomats in 
Pretoria. There is the growing fear that the rebel movements leader, A Dhlakanar, no 
longer has the respect of the majority of his followers - bandit killings could continue. 
 
Sun 18 
 
The guest list for the Namibian independence celebrations will include representatives 
from the 159 member states of the United Nations. Also there will be Yassa Arrafat of 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation and  Colonel Gadafi of Libya. Because of the 
security threat Fidel Castro, of Cuba has declined an invitation. All the notables will 
be under the protection of the chief of security, Chief Inspector D Brune a former 
colonel in the South African military, after infiltrating NUSAS at Wittsvatersrand 
University which ended in 1978. He orchestrated 1.4.89 claims that SWAPO were 
fighting in northern Namibia (qv). Despite this chequered history the chief inspector 
will stay in post after independence 
 
There has been no reply, from N Mandela, to the ‘phone me’ plea from Mrs Thatcher. 
The African National Congress’s leader met Mr Kinnock in Stockholm and reaffirmed 
that he would visit Britain for Easter pop concert. He also accepted an invitation to 
visit the Labour Party Conference in 10/90. 
 
Each delegation to the Namibia celebrations could be sixty strong. This could mean 
that there were 7,640 ‘notables’ to cater for. The economic prospects for the country 
are strong : natural resources, diamonds and uranium. Help to feed a 1.5m population 
in 320,000 square mile area.- the size of France. There has been a drift of the 



population towards the southern cities - 30,000 into Katatura township, the satellite of 
the capital Windhoek, where the unemployment rate is 50%. 
 
 
Mon 19 
 
A statement from the chairman of the Anglo American Corporation, G Riley, says 
“the issue is no longer apartheid, but what kind of society will replace it”. 
 
Foreign minister D Hurd is to meet his South African opposite number, Pik Botha and 
G Viljoen Pretoria’s minister of constitutional development, to discuss how political 
development can be maintained without seeing Nelson Mandela. This meeting will 
take place before the Namibian independence celebrations take place, as Mr Hurd is a 
guest of de Klerk. A meeting will take place, in Namibia, between the leader of the 
African National Congress and G Baker, the secretary of state for foreign affairs in the 
United States. Discussions will centre on the differences the state departments view of 
South Africa with that of the African National Congress. 
 
Tues 20 
 
After a one hour meeting between D Hurd and de Klerk the British foreign minister 
announces a £10m aid package for education projects in the townships. There is also 
speculation that the Pretoria regime is about to rejoin the Commonwealth, which has 
been rejected by foreign minister Pik Botha who also said that the meeting had not 
achieved much. 
 
Twenty five people have died in faction fighting, in Natal province, when the 
compound of a Zulu chief was attacked. The attackers were armed with guns and 
knives. 
 
The American secretary of state, G Baker and E Sherevnadzia, his Soviet opposite 
number, will use the Windhoek celebrations as an opportunity to discuss a joint 
approach to seeking peace between Unita and the Angolan government. In Angola 
itself, a New Year offensive by government forces was helped by an air drop of 
supplies from the American government. The supplies, which included anti tank 
missiles, Stinger and Tow,  were despatched from Kamina air base in Zaire. 
 
Fifty million dollars to Unita and sixty one million dollars to the president of Zaire, 
Mobutu. The Soviets supplied the Angolan army with goods worth $1.2 billion. The 
Soviet foreign minister, E Sherevnadzia says that 7/91 as the date for a possible 
settlement of the civil war. 
 
United States support for Namibia, this year, only $500,000, contrasted with $900m 
for Poland and Hungry. The sum that can be expected in 1991/2 will be $8m. In talks 
with Nelson Mandela and de Klerk G Baker will urge the dropping of socialistic 
proposals, the nationalisation of the mines, on the leader of the African National 
Congress. Moderate sanctions will remain in force but there are no more envisaged 
 



‘The road to justice, for the Afrikaner’ T Coleman the Guardian columnist gives an 
overview after revisiting South Africa. 
 
Wed 21 
 
Namibian Independence Day, With Mr Sam Nujama sworn in as president on the 24th 
anniversary of his arrest and deportation from South Africa.. At the same time the 
Basta community, 32,000 strong, in the north of the country declare there 
independence. The new presidents comments the move is a “minor trouble.” 
 
Training of the Namibian army is to be overseen by Brigadier T Linley, who 
performed a similar task after Zimbabwean independence. President Mugabe did not 
attend the ceremonies in Windhoek, for fear of being ousted in a coup if he left the 
country. 
 
Douglas Hurd, at a Johannesburg meeting with three hundred businessmen of the 
South African Business Foundation. The British foreign minister told the gathering 
they must oversee a fair distribution of wealth through all races and “not what we 
have seen as the old attitude.” 
 
Gaby Luboski, the former wife of Anton Luboski, the civil rights lawyer, says that he 
died for his country and it is what he would have wanted. His death was a final act of 
savagery, by the colonial powers, on the road to Namibian independence, tipping the 
balance from evil war qv Ovamboland supposed SWAPO mass graves and South 
African psychops, brought together by M Antisaarl the United Nations Civil 
Administrator, seen by some as future general secretary of the world body. 
 
New constitution - a liberals delight : a five  year tenure  for a president, independent 
judiciary, imposition of a state of emergency only after a two thirds majority. Civil 
rights guaranteed, even under martial law - free speech. The constitution can be seen 
as “a subversive document or a role model for a de - colonised Africa.” 
 
The president of the oppositions Democratic Turnhale Alliance, Chief K Rivakio who 
resigned on 16/3, breaks from the Alliance, along tribal lines, accusing the Herero 
dominated SWAPO organisation of keeping close association with the whites at the 
expense of the northern peoples - the Ovambo from the north of the country.There are 
early expectations, from the new government, to solve the many problems facing 
Namibia. 
 
The political future of South Africa, what business is it of South Africa’s biggest 
business? - a signed advert from the Anglo American Corporation quoted in the 
Independent newspaper. 
 
Thurs 22 
 
Commemorative Sharpville rallies. The Pan Africanist Congress Chairman, J 
Masamola, addresses a 15,000 strong crowd in the township. His theme :  “regime 
built on settler greed, but still in control as they were in 1960.” Sebokeng township, 
near Johannesburg, a crowd of 40,000 hear W Sisulu speak - “our hero’s paid a heavy 



price in the fight for freedom.” During the rally a plea was made that there should be 
an end to wanton violence. In Soweto at a rally addressed by members of the 
Anzanian Peoples Organisation was thrown open to all after a number of township 
residents and African National Congress  supporters ‘gatecrasher’ the venue. Letsatsi 
Mosala co founder of the Biko Foundation - “true revolutionaries do not harm own 
people.” There were varying degrees of stay aways from work, in support of the Day. 
High in the Eastern Cape , Natal and Witvattersrand. 
 
In Windhoek there were many meetings - de Klerk and Sherevnadza with dos Santos, 
the Angolan president. Sherevnadza and Hurd, although they do not see N mandela. 
This is the end of Hurd’s African tour, at which he announces a £10m package of aid 
for the newly independent country. 
 
A black prison warder, aged 68, has been arrested after a sit in briefing at Pollsmor 
Prison after claims of racial dicrimination in the Prrison and Police service 
 
Fri 23 
 
A briefing paper, from the department of foreign affairs, suggests the use of a 
facilitator to oversee the negotiations on a new constitution. This was first proposed 
by F Slabert (qv 2/3). The departments officials note that the president of Zambia ,K 
Kaunda, would fit the role. 
 
The paper challenges the universal position of Nelson Mandela, they feel that he is not 
fully in control of the African National Congress and that he has no overall support. 
Nelson Mandela offers high level talks with diplomats of the British foreign office 
even though there is no talk of him meeting the prime minister Mrs Thatcher. 
 
‘In camera’ evidence to the Harns inquiry, of released bank statements, gives the 
impression  that A Lubowski was paid by military intelligence as family lawyers 
gained access to those accounts. The full factual disclosure would “ endanger life and 
harm [the workings] of military intelligence.” 
 
The Star newspaper reveals that Johannesburg council has been running an 
intelligence operation. Over the last seven years local individuals and groups have 
been under close observation in an scheme controlled by a former naval intelligence 
officer. 
 
South African police have sacked the rebel ‘coloured’ Lieutenant G Rockman six 
months after he accused most police officers of behaving like “wild dogs” in putting 
down a protest. - Reuters - 
 
Sat 24  
 
Notice of W Sisulu to speak at the latest Trafalgar Square rally called by the Anti 
Apartheid Movement, on 25/3,  
 



Letter,   Freaa Troup, 58a Park Villas London W2 - “remember the 
Reverend M Scott, died 11/83 who pushed the cause for Namibian independence and 
the United Nations before it became topical to do so. 
 
Pictures of Sharpville [from the camera of I Berry] - 21.3.60 - and the words of T 
Hopkins, as editor of Drum magazine, who says the defiance campaign and sanctions 
are correct but since the Pan African Congress has no organisation everything depends 
on the masses, what to do?  - authors note - some reference to N Mandela Golden 
Post, an evening Johannesburg newspaper. 
 
Sun 25 
 
During the early evening news, on ITV, there appeared an advert for South African 
Airways, the national carrier. This is the first time that any form of advertising for a 
South African product has appeared in the British media. 
 
Mon 26 
 
The Citizens Advice Bureau has been advised to accept funding from South Africa or 
lose a government grant says E Forth the Consumer Affairs minister. In response the 
Chief Executive of the CAB has resigned 
 
At the Anti Apartheid Movements rally in London (qv 24/3) A Mlangeni, a Rivoena 
trialist who was released from prison in 10/89, was in attendance. Also a free Namibia 
was represented 
 
Archbishop T Huddleston said this was “the last rally of the Anti Apartheid 
Movement before we celebrate inside South Africa House. 
 
Tues 27 
 
Peaceful demonstration in Sebokeng township, south of Johannesburg, against an 
increase in housing rents and an inadequate provision of services - electricity and 
water supplies - leaves eight residents killed and 364 injured by police. 
 
Demonstrations also took place in other parts of the country - Soweto, rocket 
propelled grenade attack on council offices (25/3), 6 passengers die in Welkom in the 
Orange Free State . In Natal province 7 people die as a result of faction fighting 
 
Also in the province 564 prison warders, belonging to the Police and Prisons Civil 
Rights Union, founded by G Rockman (qv 23/3), have gone on strike.They are 
demanding recognition of their trade union. In response the Prisons Authority has 
suspended them. 
 
The Bishop of Oxford, Dr R Harris, is seeking a high court ruling to stop the Church 
Commissioners investing in South Africa and launches a £250,000 appeal for fund 
legal costs. Bishop Harris is to ask the court to rule that the Commissioners, the ruling 
body of the Church of England, to declare that they have misinformed themselves 
about their financial duties. - W S, Page 2 C 4 -  



Twenty seven convicts escaped from Krugendorf Prison, near Johannesburg, after 
knifing one warder to death and injuring another. Eighteen prisoners were recaptured, 
but the 9 other escapees were still at large and extremely dangerous prison Services 
said yesterday. - Reuters -  
 
Wed 28 
 
Member of parliament, Sir Peter Emery head of the promotional company the Shenty 
Trust Corporation,says that the Bophuthatswana Commercial Corporation will be 
investigated by a Commons select committee on businesses interests. They will 
inquire into alleged unidentified payments, of £75, 902, which were withdrawn from 
the bank that administers of president Mangapos finances. It was subsequently repaid 
by Sir Peter. 
 
The death toll from the unrest in Sebokeng (qv 27/3) has risen to eight, but there is no 
threat to peace in the township says police commissioner says General J van de 
Merwe. Seven people have died, in a revenge killing, in the Natal township of 
Mahwaqa. According to de Klerk the issue of township violence is the number one 
issue of any talks that take place between all interested parties. 
 
President Sam Nujama of Namibia announces an amnesty for all political prisoners 
and all other prisoners serving jail terms for low key offences. He also issued a 
warning to the Basta peoples of any attempt at a Unilateral Declaration of 
Independence (q/v 21/3) would be illegal. 
 
Thurs 29 
 
Faction fighting, in Ennerdale township, Pietermariatsburg, Natal, has claimed the 
lives of at least thirteen people. The dead were members of the townships Christian 
Awareness Society. The incident will be investigated by the United Democratic Front 
from a Zulu sponsored rally. 
 
Eleven people have died in Sebokeng township and 447 injured. The majority of the 
dead - 95% - were killed by shotgun pellets. The white in the town of Welkom, in the 
Orange Free State, form the White Security Force {BVW in Afrikaans]. They hope to 
replace, what is said to be an inadequate police force. They will join with the already 
patrolling AWB.  
 
Winnie Mandela’s new life, preparing meals, washing shirts ect as she waits to go on 
trial on charges associated with the death of Stompie Moketsie and her involvement 
with the Winnie Mandela Football Club. 
 
Nelson Mandela, making an appearance at the Labour Party Conference in Blackpool 
will thank the Labour movement and will be presented with a stick of Blackpool rock 
in the colours of the ANC. - GDN, Diary - 
 
 



Fri 30 
 
A strong government team led by F W de Klerk and G Viljoen, the minister of co-
operation and development, Pik Botha foreign minster, D de Villers and Barnard 
Democratic and National Party provincial leaders, along with four more ‘notables, 
will go into long awaited negotiations with the African Natiional Congress on 11/4. 
They will have definite proposals to discuss. 
 
Countrywide demonstrations, involving trade union members, over government plans 
on privatisation are seen as a way of keeping public assets away from a majority led 
government.. At the march in Pretoria there were thirty nine arrests. Police, in their 
attempt to control the crowds made illegal use of tear  gas and whips. Port Elizabeth 
also was the scene of a march  of 2,000 . 
 
Faction fighting - more than 8 people died in the Ennerdale township in 
Pietersmariatsburg, Natal. Major M Cornell made a plea that there should be a state of 
martial law imposed in the area as does the local National Party MP, P Cronje. 
 
In a further attempt to stem the growing violence in the province at the end of a rally 
at Taylors Park Pietersmariatsburg on 2/4 both Nelson Mandela and Chief Buthelezie 
will appeal to the population to end the killings. 
 
Leader Comment, Stop the Violence - Factional fighting UDF/Inkatha - apartheid is a 
big enough enemy without fighting between ourselves ... “long term end [to] must 
depend on the improvement on life for the deprived majority.” Short term political 
dialogue between the ANC and the government, how to prevent a situation of 
Buthelezie becoming the ‘joker in the pack’? 
 
“Real commitment” from government “radical change” and a formal ceas fire from 
the ANC could - and should - give new meaning to Mr Mandela 's words.” 
 
Sat 31 
 
The joint rally (qv 30/3) has been called off by the African National Congress 
leadership but Nelson Mandela is still willing to go ahead despite being overruled by 
others on the national executive who thought that the situation, in Natal was too tense. 
The venue, Taylors Halt, would be turned into a pro Inkatha meeting with members of 
the United Democratic Front being outnumbered 
 
Already there has been outbreaks of faction fighting at the venue at which more than 
twenty people have lost their lives. There is a certain need for a meeting between 
Nelson Mandela and the Zulu monarch, King Goodwill Zwethelini the Second, who is 
in dispute with Chief Buthelezie over the change of venue. The king wants any 
meeting to be held in Ulundi, as it is his power base and also being the seat of the 
ruling monarch. The leader of Congress would prefer Nongono, king Zwelethini’s 
home to be the site of the joint rally. 
 



In an attempt to improve contacts with Warsaw Pact countries Pretoria will open a 
diplomatic mission in Budapest, the Hungarian capital, after an initiative by Pik Both 
in 1/90. The African National Congress are not to happy at this development. 



 
 

APRIL 1990 
 

Sun 1 
 
The forthcoming talks between the government and the African National Congress, 
due on 11/4, have been called off.  This was in protest at police action in Sebokeng 
township (qv 26/3). The announcements made be the movements leader at a rally of 
100,000 supporters in the Ciski capital of Bisho. The township killings were a re- run 
of the killings in 1984 (qv 3/9) - even over the same issues of rents and services. 
 
The political consequences of the release and unbanning, of former prisoners and 
organisations, are now becoming apparent, black expectations are soaring, without the 
infrastructure of either Congress or the United Democratic Front being in place - as a 
direct result of these banning’s and disruptions caused by the state of emergency and 
rivalries between to two main political groupings. This sought after infrastructure 
could be established, by violence as thoughts of ‘liberation’ were prominent .We 
should rely on the authority of Nelson Mandela, even after 30 years away from the 
public political scene. The whites only National Party does not understand the U turn 
by de Klerk. 
 
Mon 2 
 
Rally, in the Port Elizabeth township of Motherwell, hears N Mandela say once 
effective control of the police takes place formal approaches will be made to restart 
the stalled talks. Unofficial contacts, between the two principals, will remain in place. 
Newspapers speak, not of the talks being cancelled for the reason given, but fears by 
the African National Congress of loosing control of the situation to the younger 
generation of comrades. 
 
President Chissano, of Mozambique, calls for immediate talks with the rebel MNR 
movement, after dropping his insistence of a formal cease-fire being declared. 
 
Tues 3 
 
At a joint sitting of the tri carnel parliament the president announces a further stepping 
up of security patrols throughout the country. The measure is to combat the increased  
township activity. 
 
Despite the divisions between N Mandela and his executive he will meet de Klerk, 
and 3 others, on 4/4 as he sets of for Durban on a self styled peace initiative in Natal 
Province.  
 
Temporary amnesty will be introduced to allow members of the African National 
Congress, who have been in exile, to return. This will then be later extended to a 
permanent  ability to return if their behaviour is satisfactory. Released from Robben 
Island prison, along with seven others is Khotso Seatho, who was a prominent figure 



in the 1976 uprising in Soweto. This brings to forty the number of political prisoners 
released in the past two months 
 
Unita rebels say that a Frenchman they captured 6 week ago, F Grossenbacher, has 
died from illness. - Reuters -  
 
Wed 4 
 
Except for the fact that there was no negotiations with the community leaders of Natal 
Mandela welcomes de Klerks decision to bring in troops to try and stop the faction 
fighting. Law and Order minister, A Vlok, criticised by N Mandela for his total lack of 
sympathy with blacks.  
 
Taylors Halt, as venue for joint talks (qv 2/4) was imposed on Congress. It is not a 
satisfactory venue as the rally was to be organised by a Zulu warlord, Mr Ntombela, a 
suspected killer,  
 
Mike Gatting, England Cricket captain, has a two day strategy meeting. Faction 
fighting has claimed the lives of another two people, bringing the number of deaths to 
sixty over a seven day period. 
 
Thurs 5 
 
Despite the carnage in Natal province there are still positive signs for continuation of 
peace talks. De Klerks steadfastness over reforms and no reversals despite the carnage 
and provocative actions of some of the troops sent in to quell the trouble. All this 
without the concurrence of the local black leaders. 
 
Media criticism of N Mandela - “shrinking in stature daily” - is the African National 
Congress any longer “in the meaningful sense an organisation.” This was quickly 
denied by Nelson Mandela who pointed out that there was at least 300,000 supporters 
at a rally in Port Elizabeth  (qv 2/4).This was  hardly a “shrinking”of support. 
 
Rallies and meetings, with Buthelezie and de Klerk on the sighting of an African 
National Congress headquarters building. Advice from the movements intelligence 
chief, Jacob Zuma, “inappropriate” but will accompany N Mandela to his talks with 
de Klerk. Any problems are really only of an internal organisational nature for the 
Congress, as they are now in the hands of four ‘notables,’ with an average of seventy 
four years.. Winie Mandela criticises the national executive as it still prefers to be safe 
in Lusaka, which is far away from physical contact with events in the country. 
Mistakes will be made. 
 
Fri 6 
 
After three hours of talks between N Mandela and de Klerk agreement was reached  
on the date, and venue for new and official talks. These details were not disclosed.. 
The president may consider a judicial inquiry into events surrounding the trouble in 
Sebokeng township (qv 26/3). There was a general agreement “that violence has to 
end. 



There has been a military coup in the Vendu homeland led by Colonel G 
Ramushwana, the deputy head of the armed forces. There are now four homeland 
leaders who are calling on the Pretoria government to reintegrate these ‘unofficial’ 
countries into the “New South Africa.”This action is seen as a boost to the African 
National Congress leadership who ask all homeland leaders to boycott a meeting with 
de Klerk. In the event only two leaders turned up, Chief Buthelezie of KwaZulu Natal 
and Que Que’s K Mopele. Also attending were the  Pretoria parliamentary opposition 
leaders, the Reverend A Heindriks and the Indian House leader, V N Reddy 
 
Letter, SATIS -  South Africa the imprisoned society. 
 
The presidents of Angola, Congo, Gabon and Sao Tome will meet today in San Tome 
to discuss a plan by Angola to woo Unita rebels back to the peace table Angpop* said.  
AP - *the Angolan national news agency  
 
Sat 7 
 
Talks between Pretoria and the ANC, first scheduled for 11/4, will be held on 25/4 
Herman Cohen , US Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs said in 
Washington yesterday. - Reuters -  
 
Sun 8 
 
Easter Monday concert, at which N Mandela will speak, has been arranged by the 
convenor of the International Reception Committee, the Reverend Bishop T 
Huddleston with the African National Congress’s United Kingdoms representative S 
Pityana. The event has been produced by Tribute Productions, who will take the 
majority of money raised in expenses. Thus depriving funds to the International Red 
Cross and the Anti Apartheid Movement on a 50:50 basis. A spokesman for the 
production company says the concert is mainly about spreading the political message, 
not of fund raising. 
 
Eye witness accounts of the faction fighting in Ennerdale township, Natal. Claims that 
the attackers were supporters of Chief Buthelezie and his Inkatha Freedom Party. 
Young people are turning away from the tribal based organisation and towards a 
federated United Democratic Front alliance with the African National Congress. 
 
Mon 9 
 
Funerals of four people killed in the fighting in Sebokeng township was given a full 
paramilitary emphasis by the African National Congress 
 
Winnie Mandela, in Zambia, has given a briefing to the national executive of the talks 
between N Mandela and de Klerk (qv 6/4). At the same meeting an ‘official’ strategy 
for the forthcoming talks - 2/5 - were outlined. 
 
Seeking a black nationalist ‘united front’ there was a joint meeting between 
representatives of the two liberation movements. Nelson Mandela and Dr J Mosala of 
the Pan African Congress met in Soweto to promote the idea of a broad front 



organisation. This would come into existence after a consultative conference to  form 
a United Anti Apartheid Organisation. A second committee would seek to end the 
long running violence between the two liberation movements the latest of which saw 
conflict at Witwattersrand where  four died in 3/90, .The Anzanian Peoples Liberation 
Movement, Anzapo, representatives will meet official of the Pan Africanist Congress 
representative Z Mothopeng in Cape Town and a group of black councillors from the 
townships, United Municipalities of South Africa, who back Congress when it calls 
for the end of blacks only councils.  
 
There is an overall strategy to deny F de Klerk  of allies, when he approaches the 
negotiating table, aka the  four out of six homeland leaders who stayed away from 
recent talks with the president. 
 
Tues 10 
 
The American backed Unita movement yesterday was seeking direct talks with the 
Angolan government and was ready to proclaim an immediate cease fire in the 15 year 
war. A statement from Jose Savimbi called on Angola to attend secret talks in 
Portugal. -  Reuters - 
 
2,000 troops from 2 of South Africa’s armies most combat hardened units were 
ordered into Natal to halt weeks of faction fighting that has left 400 dead - AP -  
 
Wed 11 
 
Defence Minister Malan agrees to appear before the Harms Inquiry into the activities 
of the Civil Cooperation Bureau.An application to the Supreme? Court by W Trust, an 
African National Congress intellectual for all inquiry documents to be made public. 
This has been opposed by the South African Defence Force on the grounds that the 
public “has no right to know of CCB workings.”  
 
In faction fighting, south of Durban, nine people have died. Elsewhere in Natal 
province the troops gained the upper hand. Fake leaflets, blaming Aids on the whites 
attempt eradicate the black population were ignored. 
 
Thurs 12 
 
Thor Chemicals, based in Cheadle Hulme, Manchester and Kent in England - an 
exporter of waste chemical materials - has been ordered by the Natal government to 
clean up the firms mercury reprocessing plant north of Durban. This order by the 
provincial administration comes after Zulu workers at the plant were shown to have 
high levels of mercury in their blood. 
 
Eight blacks were killed, including six from police fire, in dozens of clashes in black 
townships across South Africa 
 
Thirteen people were killed, and fourteen wounded, in an attack by MNR guerrillas in 
the north of Mozambique last week, Mapoto radio reported yesterday. - AP X2 -  



Fri 13 
 
Nelson Mandela still does not plan to meet with government figures whilst in London 
for the Wembley concert. Even his 7/90 itinerary shows no meetings with members of 
the government as he will be short of time on his nine nation tour. The BBC’s 
coverage of the concert causes concerns for members of the Freedom Association 
 
A delegation of European Economic Community foreign ministers, led by the Irish 
foreign minister, G Collins, has arrived in South Africa on a fact finding mission, or 
to facilitate dialogue between the European Economic Movement and the Pretoria 
regime. On their arrival they had a meeting with government officials and minister 
Vlok and van de Merwe education and training respectively. They also met president 
de Klerk. 
 
They will have meetings with W Sisulu,  E Mobbiof the Necc .Later there will be 
meetings with Mandela and Buthelezie after they have met Z Mothopeng, the 
president of the Pan Africanist Congress [PAC] 
 
President Chissano, at the end of a state visit to Portugal, confirms he is ready to talk 
with representatives of the MNR guerilla movement to end the civil war. The 
president would be in favour as Kenya as a venue, as earlier the liberationists had 
rejected Malawi as they saw that government biased in favour of the Frelimo 
government, A United States peace plan, with six out of the seven clauses agreed by 
the two sides will be under discussion. The only sticking point was a stipulation that 
the MNR must recognise the government as party to the negotiations. 
 
The Wembley concert will hear Hugh Masakalla play after agonising whether the 
event was just a platform to hear western music or whether the concert ignored the 
political values and the ability to raise money for the African National Congress and 
the Anti Apartheid Movement.  
 
Sat 14 
 
Brent’s Labour Council in London plan to give N Mandela the Freedom of the Bourgh 
which is considered illegal by the Conservatives on the council as Labour have to 
have a second vote after extra members and Liberal Democrat members were drafted 
in. 
 
Hilda Bernsteins account of meeting in the Rivoena Six in Lusaka at a reception 
hosted by K Kaunda, the Zambian President, on 17.1.90. At the later date, 4.3.90 she 
was privileged to meet Nelson Mandela. At this first meeting, in 30 years, there were 
emotions of anger but also expressions of sorrow over so many deaths. 
 
Sun 15 
 
Olive Tambo is to step down as president of the African National Congress, at the 
12/90 Congress in Cape Town in favour of Nelson Mandela. Mr Tambo feels that the 
released Robben Island inmate rightly deserves the honour. He will not return from 
exile until he is sure that all the others are home and free from persecution. At the 



present moment he is in  Stockholm hospital, recovering from a stroke, but he remains 
in constant contact  with the situation inside the country. His chief concern is the 
continued faction fighting in Natal province by M Mhalbanzina, the chairman of 
Contralesia in the Pietersmariatsburg region. 
 
An all expenses homecoming, paid for by the Swedish government, who have given  
£50m to the African National Congress since 1972, will see Afrikaner Beyers join 
with J Nade a NDK church minister and a constant critic of the apartheid regime, join 
the Congress delegation, which will also include Jo Slovo of the South African 
Communist Party along with Jo Modesia the number two in Ukhontoe we Siswe to 
the formal talks with the Pretoria government 
 
The charges against J Guren of ISC (qv) of breaching South African sanctions and 
violating United States fraud and tax charges are imminent. 
 
At the recent Wembley concert N Mandela called for an orderly return of self exiles. 
This would enable the local organisation, in the townships not to become 
overburdened. COSWAR, the organisation set up by South African nationals, who 
have left the country to avoid military service on the grounds of consciousness, say 
that they will have a plane ready to assist the majority of the one hundred and twenty 
war resisters living in London. Mandela’s itinerary also includes a dinner with the 
Commonwealth Secretary and talks with one hundred and fifty Congress leaders from 
around the world. Mrs Thatcher is also attacked for her plan to end some sanctions as 
the black s still have no vote. This is just like as it was twenty seven  years ago when 
he was jailed. 
 
The number of South African nationals who would be able to vote in a British general 
election is put at 1.25m if they had lived outside the country for more than 20 years 
now that the 1989 Representation of the Peoples Act has come into force. 
 
W Sisulu is dismayed at the choice of military unit  - Battalion 32, a counter 
insurgence unit, veterans of the war in Namibia in the 1970’s. They are mainly 
Portuguese speaking Angolan refugees, who are to be deployed to end the faction 
fighting in Natal (qv 4/4). 
 
Cartoon  'Winds of Change' part Two, - OBS -  
 
Mon 16 
 
Sir R Tompkins, a senior official at the foreign office attended an African National 
Congress reception where he was told that Nelson Mandela would return to London, 
in 5/90, and hold talks with the prime minister. 
 
African National Congress camp commanders in Angola were guilty of administering 
torture to seven comrades after they attempted to incite mutiny. They were disciplined 
and then dismissed. 
 



The press conference given by N Mandela in Johannesburg, on 4/3, has attracted the 
crisis of the Pretoria ambassador to London. He has complained to the BBC about the 
one sided reporting of the Wembley concert and the messages given out  
 
Marketing the concert was in the hands of Concessions Limited who recruited the 
official vendors. There were sales of 15 - 20,000 T Shirts and the usual caps and 
badges. All of which raised £200,000. One of the three companies allied to Tribal 
Productions, aka the International Red Cross with Los Angeles Radiovision will 
oversee world wide selling of the goods. There would be no outlet in South Africa as 
the regime still faced trade sanctions. 
 
Police in Johannesburg said yesterday that 20 blacks were killed in the last 24 hours in 
fighting between rival black groups throughout Natal province. - AP -  
 
The US government has allowed almost a million tonnes of South African steel into 
the country despite an anti apartheid law forbidding its import.- Reuter -  
 
Tues 17 
 
The African National Congress and N Mandela would oppose any visit to South 
Africa by the British prime minister, Mrs Thatcher, as her stance on sanctions has 
created serious problems for him. A visit from her would only be welcome when the 
nation is free 
 
The Wembley concert gave N Mandela the largest political platform in the world - 
possibly one billion people - “apartheid's evil still in place”, only Pretoria’s supporters 
can argue for rewards.” 
 
There has been an increase of requests in Pretoria for British passports, enabling 
500,000 to one million to leave the country if conditions deteriorate to such an extent 
that flight is deemed necessary. Those preparing their getaway are typically 
conservative in their nature. They will join a small expatriate community in London 
that is mainly made up of draft dodgers. 
 
Journalist experience at the Mandela media events, since his release from Pollsmor 
Prison, Cape Town speech, Durban rally, where £25* bought a better view, and at the 
Wembley concert. *today the price is £100 
 
Support for Mandela from the BBC and the British is two pronged, white domination 
imposed by colonial Britain and the nations ill feeling towards this prime minister  felt 
by most of the British public, anything seen good by her ie the whites must be wrong. 
 
Eleven people were killed and eleven injured in South Africa’s black townships at the 
weekend - AP -  
 
Cartoon  [1] 'No, I didn't get his autograph, I gave him mine.' as the rock star 
nearly said about the former prisoner.  
 



  [2] 'I'm not sure but I think he used to be in the Four Tops – Evening 
Standard -  
 
  [3] An alternative to the Mandela Road show – Evening Standard -  
 
Wed 18 
 
The prime minister is not deterred by the recent remarks of N Mandela and thinks he 
should spend more time inside the country dealing with the internal problems of  
faction fighting. De Klerk has also criticised the African National Council leadership 
for using the phrase ‘war talk.’ Even if it was only rhetorical the leadership should 
stop using this phrase. Also they should abandon the armed struggle 
 
An intelligence document, leaked to the Conservative Party leader, A Triernicht, from 
party sympathisers in the armed forces shows that there is supposedly a plot to 
assassinate right wing leaning whites. Last week N Mandela accused the Conservative 
Party leader of running scared as the whites leave to join the ANC as an alternative. 
This is similar to leaflets linking Aids to the black population (qv 11/4) 
 
Leader Comment,Trickier Days Ahead - tough political negotiations ahead as de 
Klerks and N Mandela’s speeches show. De Klerks “chipping away at apartheid,” was 
actually giving away no concessions. Mandela’s “small steps” taken by Pretoria in 
winding down apartheid and unbarring the ANC were “cumulative pressure from 
home and abroad.”  De Klerk’s “power sharing in the best interest of South Africa”, 
but still in place is the Group Area Act and the Proportional Representation Act  are 
enshrined in the law. “Any ground yielding by Pretoria will be by negotiations.”  
 
A Sub Plot - Thatcher to South Africa Why support for lower support? Mandela 
shows movement towards statesman, from heroic mode. The ANC internal 
development structure - new members - while Inkatha’s answer is to incite violence 
for a seat at the negotiating table. 
 
Letter,   G Rose, 56 Charlotte St, Wasall the Wembley concert was a political 
event if held at usual venue. 
 
Wembley concert review - without H Masakala (qv 13/4) both sides of the Mandela 
speech. South African musicians sets, were not quiet up to the 1982 concert 
 
Thurs 19 
 
Right wing military personnel have been arrested for raiding the Pretoria Armoury and 
stealing a full range of machine guns and pistols ect. A former Pretoria councillor, 
Rudolf, is sought for the armed incident. The Afrikaner grouping, Boerestatt, allied to 
the AWB are believed to be behind the incident. 
 
A ‘necklacing’ incident in Natal kills five as rumours surface, from the pro African 
National Congress South African Youth Congress, that young members of Inkatha are 
being sent to Israel. These claims are dismissed by Chief Buthelezie. 
 



Letters,  [1] B Reed, 50b Wewstborne Gdns, London W2 the Wembley 
concert shows that the ANC had world wide support why was it held in Britain?  
   
  [2] D Robson,Bigswell Stennes, Orkney need for the government to 
be fair.  
  [3] J Carlisle, Chipanhem, Oxon need to be fair to the whites in SA. 
 
Fri 20 
 
Further pledges, by de Klerk, to remove from the statute book the four Acts of 
parliament : Group Area, Separate Amenities Land and Population Registration Acts . 
These are seen as  the pillars of the apartheid system. The Separate Amenities Act 
would be repealed in 1990 and the Group Areas Act would be amended in 1991. The 
Population Registration Act will stay in force till a new constitution is agreed. A ‘first 
past the post’ elections, winner takes all, voting system not to be allowed. There will 
be no protection for the minority white population. 
 
A judicial inquiry has been set up to investigate the Sebokeng township killings (qv 
24/3). Meanwhile in Ramuletsi township, in the Orange Free State, fighting has cost 
the lives of four youths. Differing accounts were given as to the cause,  stone throwing 
after earlier warnings or from B Makhate of the Displaced Persons Support 
Committee, a Youth Congress march in support of a boycott of council owned taxi 
and shop business by school children who were fired on by elements of the police. 
 
The rumour mill of life in Mozambique - strikes and demonstrations or the workings 
of body snatchers. 
 
Letter, H Berkley, 3 Pages Yard, London W4. - personnel handling  by the Transki 
police and a belief in Nelson Mandela as a son of Transkie. 
 
Sat 21 
 
The parliamentary defence of ‘so far’ reforms of de Klerk, sees the context of power 
in the position of state president of whatever colour as promulgated by the 
Broederbond in its report of 1986, which was the basis for the 1989 general election. 
 
There will be no talks boycott after the African National Congress condemn the 
Ramuletsi deaths (qv 20/4). Despite this assurance A Kathrda, the Congresss publicity 
secretary, blames security forces for ‘waging war of annihilation of the masses.’ 
 
Right wing Mozambique rebels said yesterday that they were ready to begin 
unconditional peace talks with Frelimo but insisted on meeting in the Kenyan capital 
Nairobi. Last year MNR rebels and church leaders, representing Frelimo held talks in 
Nairobi. - Reuters -  
 
South Africa opened an office in Budapest yesterday and Hungary is to open an office 
in Pretoria within a month. - AP -  
 
 



Sun 22 
 
The diplomatic knot of Thatcher and the African National Congress : sever 
connections with South Africa whilst remaining a provider of homes for Congress 
officials, in exile, and education is a problem. An example : O Tambo’s son in law, 
who is a banker and lives in the Highgate suburb of London. Point made by Congress 
over the prime ministers relaxation of some sanctions. So on the return trip, from the 
United States hopes to see Mrs Thatcher on 5/7. 
 
Winnie Mandela home to the Transkie for mass rally which will bring more pressure 
on bringing the homelands into supporting the cause of the African National Congress 
and away from being Pretoria’s ally. Only Chief Buthelezie and the Inkatha Freedom 
Party can be said to be this at this time. 
 
Black township councillor numbers have fallen, in the Transvaal by, 103 from 695 to 
592 since 2/90. 
 
Wembley concert - eye witness account - from South African born M Stent, the public 
adulation of Nelson Mandela was not right. Look at the bad points : the claims of 
repression and  the  torture camps in Angola and Tanzania. 
 
Wed 24 
 
The Harms Inquiry moves to London to hear evidence from two former members of 
the Civil Cooperation Bureau’s death squads. The first to give evidence was D  
Tshikalangar. He was followed by D Coetese \(qv). They were questioned over the 
death of G Mxenge, a Durban civil rights lawyer. Mr Coetses was also questioned by 
Scotland Yard police officers over the bombing, in 1982, of the London headquarters 
of the African National Congress. 
 
The power lines, carrying electricity into Maputu the capital of Mozambique, have 
been cut for the fifth time by the MNR guerrillas. This brought the life in the city to a 
standstill and angered the power worker,they  were also angry at the armies inability 
to defend the line as it was only 56 miles long - over flat terrain. There is still 
opposition to the choice of venue for the two sides in the civil war (qv 21/4) but the 
government delegation has been chosen. 
 
A white South African right-winger [qv 19/4] came close to being snatched from 
police custody, by a colleague, minuets before he was due in court over arms theft. A 
man posing as an intelligence officer walked into police HQ in Pretoria and demanded 
that officers hand over an extremist involved in the theft of weapons over the Easter 
weekend, the minister of law and order said. - Reuters  -  
 
Thurs 26 
 
Home coming for Nelson Mandela to the place of birth - Qunu - 20 miles north of 
Ulundi in the Transkei. Elders have set aside a dusty plot  for his ‘retirement 
home.’Many relative are not aware of his ‘notability’ as this is part of the nation 
where television has not reached yet.  



Captain D Coetese’s evidence before the Harms Inquiry gives details of the murder of 
Mxenge and other deaths : see SA Tape 25, Dispatches of 4/4, Assassins of Apartheid. 
 
Sam Chand, an exiled member of the Pan Africanist Council killed in Sikwane 
village, on the border of Botswana and South Africa. This attach is blamed on the 
security forces and has been denied by the law and order minister If the second largest 
anti apartheid movement can find proof of military action then action will be taken.. 
 
Angola’s minister of foreign affairs has confirmed, at a United Nations press 
conference, that his government will meet Unita rebels and he, Pedro van Duem 
appealed to the USA to end its military and financial help to the rebels.. Priority 
would be given to call a cease-fire after fighting between the rebels and a combined 
force of government and Cuban troops in the south of the country. 
 
Fri 27 
 
As promised, by de Klerk, in his 2/2 speech, government minister Justice Coetsee  
introduces a Bill to “amend the law in respect of an automatic death sentence.” The 
supreme court will be given powers to amend a sentence : therefore making  the death 
penalty  not compulsory. All prisoners that are at present on death row will have their 
cases reviewed as if the new law was already in place.  
 
The origins of the South African produced large bore howitzers, in 1975/6, were built 
with the help of Gerald Bull, a Canadian weapons expert and his company - Space 
Research Corporation. For over ten years he had worked of the United States 
Pentagon with an office in Brussels : 1972  Pouders Reunies de Belgique which was 
in debt to a bank in the USA, the First Pennsylvania.  
 
The South Africans offered finance to produce the G5 and its shells. Exports were 
between 1976 and 1979. CIA involvement with Armscour contacts. There was a 
manufacturing waver, in the USA, export licence granted in 1977. South Africa held 
205 of SRC  through Armscour. Patents and licence granted in 1979. Government 
production, of its first G 5’s Long Range Artillery piece, which was identical to Bulls 
design, in 1989. Armscour allow Chile to begin building G 5’s and the refined G 6’s. 
 
Sat 28 
 
Five executive members of the ANC have returned from self imposed exile in Lusaka 
after 27 years. They were members of the movements policy committee - Jo Slovo of 
the South African Communist Party, A Nzo secretary general, T Mbeki : international 
spokesman : R Mompati head of the Women’s section of the African National 
Congress. Some of these people will take part in the de Klerk/Mandela talks that are 
due to start within days. 
 
Art and Music of the Front Line States will feature in MayFest, which takes place 
from the 4th - 26t/5 at 18 Albion St, Glasgow G1 1LH. before moving around the 
country on tour. Other venues are Manchester, Dublin and ending in London - at the 
Commonwealth Institute in 9/90. 
 



Sun 29 
 
Attacks, on an anti semitic nature, have become more common since 29/3. Boeksburg 
Council has been picketed by the AWB sympathiser L van Rooyen - pigs head defiles 
Councillor I Kramer, meeting ends in disorder and a walk out. Vandals attack Jewish 
cemeteries in Pretoria. Anti ANC slogans,are discredited by whites.  
 
This wave of attacks is just another manifestation of a worried society says A 
Goldberg, the Director of the nations Board of Jewish Deputies. A stronger warning 
was given by Rabbi N Wernic, the Chancellor of the SA Jewish Technological 
Seminary who warns that Shomrin - A Jewish Guardian group will protect Jewish 
holy places. 
 
Mon 30 
 
Oxfam campaign target's  the Front Line South Africa,  goes ahead without a direct 
call to maintain sanctions, as the Charity Commission begin an inquiry to see if 
Oxfam is becoming too political. If the case were proved the result would be that the 
charity would lose its status 
 
Nelson Mandela, a letter to the Anti Apartheid Movement urging more people to join 
and campaign against the de Klerk visit, to London, on 19/5. An opinion poll, from 
the Harris company, for the AAM shows that 52% of a sample of those people 
questioned were against the visit of the President. The poll also showed that 57% of 
those asked thought that sanctions should be maintained A similar poll, in 1989, on 
continuing sanctions at 56% 
 
Pretoria rally to welcome home the executive members of the African National 
Congress (qv 28/4), at which it was announced that Jo Slovo will be part of the 
negotiation team when Nelson Mandela and de Klerk meet on 2/5.Also part of the 
delegation will be B Naude. Government could not see whites in negotiations. Nelson 
Mandela calls J Slovo a “true son of South Africa.” 
 
Pretoria security agents are suspected of sending a parcel bomb which injured the 
Reverend M Lapsley of the World Lutheran Federation based in Harare. The injuries 
caused resulted in the loss of both the victims hands. The Reverend Lapsley was a 
former chaplain at Natal University who was expelled in the 1970’s for supporting the 
aims of the ANC. Actions like these call into question the safety of returnees. 
 
Evare in southern Portugal was the secret location for talks between members of the 
Angolan government and members of Unita, on 24 - 5/4. They were only preliminary 
and there was no talk of a cease fire. Meanwhile in Lisbon 1400 Angolan 
professionals that are in exile in the countries capital met representatives of the 
Luanda government and the rebels to discuss terms for a return - to replace the 
departing Cubans. 
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Wed 2 
 
Meeting of de Klerk and Mandela delegations, nine, and eleven respectively, were 
held at the former official residence of the president : Grote Schuir Greatborn with an 
unknown agenda, but dealing with peripheral issues. Any talk of changes to the 
constitution will be left to a later date - towards a “new South Africa.” The 
government delegation will not include defence minister Malan, because of his links 
to alleged ‘hit squads’. The African National Congress delegation will include B 
Naude (qv 30/4). Whites have a future as represented by A Gumede of the United 
Democratic Front.and Cheryl Carollus, the Fronts publicity secretary. Thus excluding 
some Congress executive members. 
 
Thurs 3 
 
De Klerk/ Mandela talks open with pleasant speeches all round. The main topic was 
centred on that period in the past when the white’s originally negotiated the land 
ownership away from the native population and thus the beginning of thirty years of 
enslavement. There were warnings, from the right wing, of failure of these talks and 
the ensuing blood shed.  
 
The trial of Jerry Richardson, coach of the Winnie Mandela Football Club, accused of 
the murder of S Seipei aged 14, in 1988. After long delays the 6/90 meeting with the 
British prime minister has been fixed for the 3rd and 4th of that month. The Agenda 
and venue of the meeting is unknown. 
 
A Natal based newspaper, the New African, edited by R Naido and S Khumalo has 
been specifically launched to highlight faction fighting the province. The paper is 
funded by the European Union but criticised by Chief Buthelezie as being pro 
Congress and Pan Africanist. Inkatha is therefore risking loss of community financing, 
in recent complaints to W G Blank, head of the Southern African Division. 
 
A report from Pietersmariatburg University, Natal ad hoc Crisis Committee blames 
Inkatha for Edenvale clashes and the resultant deaths (qv 29/3). Over the five day 
period of unrest there was collusion with the KwaZulu Natal police to keep out the 
South African Defence Force. This resulted in 80 deaths, the majority killed by 
Buthelezie supporters. 
 
Rebels killed a Swiss doctor in southern Mozambique, Radio Mozambique reported. 
It said MNR guerrillas ambushed Rene Gignaux 50 miles north of Maputo.- Reuter - 
 
Archbishop of Cape Town, Desmond Tutu, said last night that he hoped that Mrs 
Thatcher would have a ‘Damascus like’ conversion over sanctions. he told 2,400 
people at Exeter University, where he is Visiting Professor, “sanctions offered the last 
chance [to a] reasonable, non violent resolution in South Africa. -GDN Page 3 C3 -  
 



Fri 4 
 
News blackout on the talks but a press conference, given by Thabo Mbeki,  ‘indicated 
that there was a high level of agreement between both sides.’ There was a likelihood 
that there would be a suspension of the armed struggle by the African National 
Congress. In response the government were prepared to suspend the state of 
emergency throughout the country. The one exception would be in KwaZulu Natal 
province. There is need of an interim government, to supervise elections for a new 
constitutional assembly [government are not happy over this] and control of the 
media. 
 
The killing of Sam Chand (qv 26/3) is one of a number of deaths among the Pan 
African Congress executive. Benny Alexander, the general secretary the international 
wing of the Congress was injured on his return to Cape Town, after discussing de 
Klerk/ Mandela talks. J Masemola who was killed three weeks ago in a road traffic 
accident in the Transvaal. M Masabane, the finance secretary of the Congress was also 
among the recent ‘accidents.’ 
 
Sat 5 
 
End of talks, after three days, both sides see the result as a ‘realisation of a dream.; 
The African National Congress will consider calling off the armed struggle if the 
government brings an end to the violence against blacks : a cease-fire in the 
townships. Congress also want a formal mechanism to investigate breaches of 
effective cease-fire by a Joint Management Committee.  
 
The government is likely not to push for a renewal of the state of emergency on 12/6. 
Pretoria will also review all security force legislation - the Internal Security Act and 
detention without trial. By 21/5 there will be a report on the feasibility of a quick 
release of political prisoners. Legislation giving immunity from prosecution for exiled 
Congress members who are considering  return to the country, a review of offences by 
political refugees and law breaking by members of previously proscribed 
organisations.  
 
The government reiterated its commitment to the lifting of the state of emergency 
while the Congress will expect to end violence. Both sides will open channels of 
communication to curb incidents, from wherever, with speedy resolve. 
 
Johnson Mathy will build a factory, to provide catalytic converters, in the town of 
Germinston near Johannesburg. It will cost £8m / R35m and produce two million 
units a year. Relocated at this site will be the production of fabricated metals and 
chemical products. 
 
Sun 6 
 
Returning home, Albie Sachs a writer and academic thinker, without any bitterness at 
the attempt on his life in 1986 in Maputo. 
 



The African National Congress delegation is staying in the Lord Charles Hotel, owned 
by the proprietor of the Sunday Star newspaper, in Cape Town. All expenses, except 
bar bills,  are being paid with a grant of  £20,000  from the government How will all 
the different groups ally themselves in the forthcoming talks. Two sides of the 
Congress :  non racial unity state : “church groups” and similar political groups with 
government and racial group representatives.  President de Klerk would prefer round 
table talks with himself as chairman, with all groups. 
 
Mon 7 
 
The former president, P W Botha, is so angered by the inclusion, in the African 
National Congress delegation of Jo Slovo in the recent talks, that he does not renew 
his membership of the National Party. This gives the right wing Conservative Party 
hope that he may be a figurehead for a backlash and showing a significant division 
within the Afrikaner nation A National Party spokesman says the move is “irrelevant” 
because of his “medical condition.“ 
 
The economic aim of any majority rule government is either command from the top, 
as in post revolutionary Russia or the social democratic blue print, as practised in 
Scandinavian countries : low cost and high wage economy. A discussion at the Park 
Lane Hotel in the Johannesburg suburb of Hillsbrow, under the chairmanship of the 
Congress of South African Trade Unions guru Alec Erwin. The enormous amount of 
cash, to run the duel bureaucracy, would be well spent expanding the ‘enterprise 
economies’ of the townships the taxies, bakeries and hawkers for example. 
 
Chief Buthelezie is living in the shadow of the Zulu monarch, Sharker who ruled in 
the 18th century. He is living down his ambiguous first name, Mangosutu : lie of the 
Usuthu* or Royal House A second meaning of his given name is all praise to the 
Usuthu.* the Chiefs own interpretation 

 
Ahmed Kathrada, of the Congress’s information and publicity department, is a mild 
mannered person and in no way can he be seen as a ‘warlord.’ To him the Congress is 
still a liberation movement rather than a political party. There are three crises to 
overcome, in reverse order :  from a single issue to forming policy. A crisis of 
legitimacy, who do we speak for when there are other organisations all with their own 
point of view.  
 
These include – Anzanian Peoples Organisation, led by the Reverend J Mosala who 
teaches religious instruction at the University of Cape Town. The movement was born 
out of the Black Consciousness Movement. There view, of the talks, is that they are a 
trap to ensure international capital. The talks must fail, in their view, because they 
hold the black population back as random pawns. 
 
The Pan African Congress, led by Benny Alexander (qv 4/5) will fail eventually 
because of a loss of its ‘street cred.’ 
 
Other aspects : Buthelezie, violence diminishing 90% - 70% from 1989 but there was 
an increase of violence on Anzanian Peoples Organisation loyalists by members of the 
African National Congress, an increased use of ‘necklacing’ as a punishment. Mr 



Kathrada believes Congress is a non racial party and calls for a role in decision 
making by the ‘democratic majority.’ 
 
The hows and wherefores of putting a team of ten into the country. On patrolling 
Soweto township with the police, Sergeants Durranty and Smit. A relaxation of the 
regulations has opened a fierce debate on the likelihood of a black government. A 
popular radio phone in programme Radio 702 puts all type of views. The difficulties 
of a black journalist working, should he be pro or anti white? How the South African 
Broadcasting Corporation reflects the new social; responsibility. 
 
Cartoon “If Latvia had a cricket team, would you cheer for it”? Asked of a Russian 
 
Tues 8 
 
As the Namibian prosecution fail to extradite Staal Burger and Chappie Maree 
members of the Civil Cooperation Bureau, from South Africa Don Acheson is 
acquitted of the murder of A Luboski a member of the SWAPO executive who was 
killed on 12.9. 1989.  
 
The most burdensome sanction ever applied was the demand for repayment of debts 
which means a rate of repayment of £1.5b / R6m, thus limiting growth and profits. 
The country has an unemployment rate of 10.7%. This rises to 25 - 30% is these 
without jobs in the homelands are taken into consideration. 
 
The conflict in Natal is not one of rivalry between the factions. Rather it is a push, by 
Natal youth away from the rural politics of Inkatha to the urban support for the United 
Democratic Front and also the proliferation of ‘warlords’ at the head of the Edenvale 
valley with the unofficial Mayor Nalakazi, a Shozi warlord and his gang, Amasinyoras 
or D Ntombela a KwaZulu Natal who is a member of the ICC (qv) - see also SA Tape  
26, 9/5 - “South Africa’s Killing Ground”. 
 
True events of the tricarnel parliament clothing, back up staff and life under a 
Conservative Party government 
 
The education system is producing students who do not know how to learn and do not 
want to learn because of the brutilisation by and disruptions to their education over the 
years. Classroom shortages could be rectified if empty whites only schools were 
opened to all. For this to happen a 90% vote in favour would have to be gained from 
parents. At the moment this does not seem a possibility. Help for disruptive, and 
terrorised pupils, though groups such as the Interchurch Education Programme in 
Johannesburg which is funded by the World Council of Churches aided by German 
and Dutch groups.  
 
Theatre as an instrument of change is personified by the Market Theatre in 
Johannesburg. The companies finance comes from the rents, £6 / R24 from the 
vendors stalls that front the building. Also the £4 / R15 top priced seats. Controversy 
continues with ‘Township Fever’ by Dr Mngema and other Committed Artists. The 
production is a representation of the 1987 Railway Workers strike which angers the 



locals. A critics opinion : it is more suited to Broadway on New York’s theatre land 
than this locality. 
 
Cartoon Thoughts of the recently freed Nelson Mandela towards township youth. 
 
Wed 9 
 
De Klerk with an entourage of sixty six which includes his foreign minister and a 
press team, begins his European tour in Paris. There was no comment by the African 
National Congress. However the president of the Pan African Congress, Z 
Mothopeng, was critical the tour would “strengthen the enemies repressive forces.” 
 
The number of security force resignations is running at fourteen per day : a 4/90 
figures. In comparison eleven/day left in 1/90. There is the reassurance of the right 
wing grouping called the ‘White Wolves’, a ‘notable’ of which was B Strydom who, 
in 1988 was convicted of the random killing of blacks. This comes at a time when two 
blacks were killed in the Pretoria area. Was this action by the White Wolves or the 
indication of the beginning of a fight back by the AWB? 
 
The killing of A Luboski (qv 8/5) has been linked to the Civil Cooperation Bureau, 
who were responsible for the death of D Webster, by F Mosert who was giving 
evidence to the Harms Inquiry 
 
Unita claim to have pushed Angolan government troops back from Mavinga, in the 
south east of the country. The Luanda troops killed one hundred and thirty nine, 
captured thirty three rebels and seized one hundred military vehicles. All these claims 
are unconfirmed says J Savimbi. 
 
Black business Pyramid, from the shoe shine boys outside the Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange building through to the taxi fleets that are franchised in the township right 
on to firms financed by Afrikaner money, are advised by the Small Business 
Development Corporation. At the top are the black empire owners : R Mopanya who 
owns supermarkets and banks, and quoted on the Stock Exchange. Also ‘up there’ is 
Fanfana Bakeries, based in Holland. Companies like these, and others contribute 8% 
to the countries Gross National Production, according to Dr B Vosloo of the SBDC. 
 
The Black Sash organisation, formed in 1955, as a response to the vote in the Senate, 
the upper house of the parliament to limit the black populations franchise, now sees its 
role to deal with all types of legal problems, from confronting right wing abuse to 
protecting the rights of the majority population 
 
Preventing a down town scenario - disintegration and violence ect, as seen by the 
leader of the Conservative Party, Dr A Treuniche. The security industry is a growth 
industry - razor wire, dogs and electrified fences being the main purchased of the 
whites. The country is in a state of transition, but apathy is alive and kicking. It is 
taking time to push pure racism underground. 
 
Spain has agreed to resume freight flights to South Africa 3 years after suspending 
them as sanctions against apartheid the airline Iberia said. - Reuters -  



Thurs 10 
 
Pretoria would like to privatise the electricity industry, SAN Eskom £14b along with 
Posts and Telecommunications and the countries abattoirs [Abakor]. Already sold off 
is the Iron and Steel Corporation, for £1.5b / R 6b. The African National Congress are 
changing there stance from the earlier idea by Nelson Mandela after having spoken to 
V Pilay his personal economic adviser. Old Mutual and SAMlan companies should be 
taken nder state control. This action then controls the finance to the private sector. 
 
The End Loans to South Africa campaign group will call on the directors of the 
Standard Chartered Bank to account for the fact of all the international banks this one   
is the one that has granted the most loans to the apartheid state. 
 
Court twenty one, Regional Division of the Southern Transvaal, West Street district 
court Johannesburg.. State versus Pulie Sebindi, aged 29, D Nkabinde, 28, both of 
Priville Soweto are charged with being members of Umkhontowe Siswe - and using a 
limpet mine were sentenced to twelve months and four years respectively, rather than 
seven to ten years it could have been if it was not for these enlightened times.  
 
Role of the writer - now will move away from describing the struggle and the 
repressive society - to being able to write at will. 
 
White women’s conscious salvage groups - Kontakt - feminism looked on as 
‘unnatural.’ 
 
Fri 11 
 
Unequal treatment of the black labour force, in the mining industry, is much in 
evidence. The brought in labourer is miles away from home and his wife and children. 
On the other hand the life of the white miner are able to live with their families. The 
economy is tied to the mining industry to such an extent that it provides 23% of the 
countries Gross National Product, and employs 800,000 people. The Mining Houses 
make a plea for ‘Marshall Plan’ type assistance with the development of the industry 
as well as money from the government 
 
The African National Congress and government talks offer hope to the right and left 
pressure in intense. Thus a dangerous way lies ahead for de Klerk and Mandela. 
 
Social engineering : squatter camps in the township of Botshabelo, in the Orange Free 
State, houses 5000,000 people many who are from a nearby homeland. After a high 
court ruling, following protests, they were deemed to be the responsibility of South 
Africa. The townships medical services are suffering from a lack of finance, 
overcrowding and poor equipment. The nearby whites only hospitals have beds to 
spare .  
 
The future of the medical services, in the township, is a move away from hospital care 
towards smaller, cleaner units, spread throughout the township. 
 



Arts funding, through provincial councils, 1988/9 £16m PAC9T rans will receive 
approximately £5,3m. Some playwrights allow performances only on specific 
subjects. One such is Pinter’s “One for the Road” which deals with torture and 
oppression. Generally the pressure from the Equity Union’s ban on performances 
should remain. 
 
Sat 12 
 
The town of Welkom, in the Orange Free State is facing an economic boycott from the 
population of the towns associated township, Thabong, in protest at a vigilante 
movement being organised by the right wing thinking members of the towns 
population. 
 
The founder of the Blanke Veillgheld, H Muller, gives a reason that he is against the 
reforms instigated by de Klerk. His moves have been criticised by the right wing 
AWB for being too lenient, because the president has been talking with blacks. 
 
The Greek Prime Minister, C Mitsotakis, had a meeting with de Klerk. He came with 
a promise that the forthcoming European Economic Commission summit would 
review the sanctions issue. The meeting, between the two heads of state was marred 
by a demonstration. Members of the crowd also threw petrol bombs. Four people were 
arrested, after an earlier peaceful march by the General Confederation of Greek 
Wives. 
 
Letter,   S B Mfayela, Inkatha Information Officer, London NW3. - re the 
‘hidden war’ (qv 8/5)  Points to show bias Alexandria township, near Johannesburg, 
built just far enough away from the cities white suburbs. The stigma of apartheid 
hinders the Gay society and the funding of Aids research. 
 
Sun 13 
 
Prospects of negotiations succeeding : wrong moves by de Klerk, not telling whites 
his intentions, turn round in thinking from his thoughts in late 1989 to the present rush 
to talks, and there limitations. The 1994 election - ‘the fixed age of Nelson Mandela.’ 
 
Mon 14 
 
A twelve point plan, by government minister G Viljoen includes no majority rule by 
the ‘unsophisticated majority’ angers the blacke population and the countries white 
opposition leaders. They pose the question who are the unsophisticated majority? 
Minority populations [whites and Coloured] should have special protection because 
they are essential to any workable new constitution. 
 
Open day at a AWB training camp in the town of Ventersdorp, in the Transvaal. E 
Terreblanche, the movements leader, calls for the black revolution to be answered 
with a whites ‘holy war.’ 
 
Refugees, from fighting in Mozambique, flee over the border at Regano Garcia,. After 
an overnight stay and a meal they were sent back by South African border guards. 



Tues 15 
 
Raid on an armoury at a Commando base south of Johannesburg. Stolen were a 
number of assault rifles and pistols and ammunition. This is the second such raid in a 
month The first was at an Air Force base near Pretoria. Three members of the military 
were arrested, all who were on national service. They claimed, when held, that they 
were told that the weapons were for the Inkatha movement to use in the faction 
fighting in Natal province. 
 
The AWB leader, E Terreblanche, calls to see A Vlok over the publicised armed 
display (qv 14/5). A statement said that the show of military strength was only for 
‘defence purposes.’ A white has been bailed, by the court, on £225  for the killing of a 
black civilian in the Pretoria area. Whites have also been involved in a racial incident 
in the town of Utinage in the Eastern Cape at a recently deregulated hotel. 
 
Wed 16 
 
De Klerk will visit the United States. This will be before the visit, on 18/6, by Nelson 
Mandela - possibly within the next seven days, which angers the members of the 
African National Congress’s executive. 
 
The development minister, S van de Merwe, acknowledges in parliament, that 
‘independence for the homelands is not an option.’ This is an admittance that the race 
segregation policy has failed, says a spokesman for the Democratic Party. 
 
Thurs 17 
 
Two white miners die at the Pressteyn Gold Mine, near the town of Welkom which is 
195 miles south of Johannesburg. The deaths were caused as demonstrations took 
place over the wearing of Congress support badges 
 
The Civil Cooperation Bureau has admitted that it hid its files and its activities for 
five years as the threat of an inquiry loomed. The whereabouts, of the missing files, 
are not even known to the Bureau’s director, Colonel J Vester, who has been linked to 
the killing of Webster and A Luboski (qv). 
 
Leader Comment, The Visit is Enough -the prime minister should not be tempted to 
offer ‘after dinner sweeteners’ De Klerk’s declared aims ‘did not come hat in hand to 
Europe.’ His main purpose ‘not to address sanctions, but in a quest for change.’ this is 
not a ‘Boer Trek.’ This current tour  is to ‘simply to correct distorted perceptions’ of 
his country. 
 
Confirmation of the ending of self governing homelands (qv 6/5) also deregulation of 
the health service. This will correct a 7,000 bed shortage in black, and an 11700 bed 
surplus in white hospitals. Consideration will be given to a single education system, 
with surplus white schools being ‘bought’ by the government for the use of black 
pupils. 
 



Rumours abound that eight members of the African National Congress have been 
killed in a mutiny, in a prison camp. They claimed allegiance with Ian Smiths 
Rhodesian Front party and were fighting against President Mugabe’s Zanla army, 
during the independence struggle in that country. 
 
Fri 18 
 
Eugine Terreblanche visits the town of Wekkom (qv 17/5) and meets the vigilante BV 
and the AWB during their action against in the township of Thanbong. 
 
The European leg of de Klerks tour ends in London, via Brussels where he met the 
European Community President, J de Lores for the first time. This angers the 
members of the Anti Apartheid Movement. 
 
At the meeting, within twenty four hours, at Cheques the prime minister will 
recognise de Klerks political bravery, but offer no date for her promised visit to South 
Africa or the relaxation of sanctions. 
 
It is  time for a change of attitude from the Anti Apartheid Movements chairman, 
Mike Terry. and other left wing groupings. Rejectionism, for its own sake is not 
applicable any more. We talk to other objectionable regimes : Iran. The end of 
bloodshed is the aim.  
 
The presidents Europe wide tour announced limited reforms (qv 17/5) and a warm 
reception from the French president, President Mitterand, focus all on the European 
Economic Community summit in Dublin. 
 
Along with the Gatting 's 'rebel tourists' (qv) others who face a four year ban : because 
it was not sanctioned, either could lose the time and still play for England - S Base 29, 
a Derbyshire player or end of career J Steel 49 and a Glamorgan all rounder. There are 
altogether fourteen such players. 
 
Sat 19 
 
Anti apartheid groups prepare to greet de Klerk with demonstrations as he prepares to 
meet the prime minister at Chequers. The focal point of the protests will be the South 
African president’s hoped for renewed investment, in his country, by British 
companies. He had met the chairmen of these companies earlier in London. There are 
also indications that the visitor will travel to Israel following his visit to Washington 
on 18/6. 
 
Law and Order minister, Adrian Vlok, yesterday appealed for racial peace in the gold 
mining town of Welkom where two workers were killed in clashes earlier this week. 
But minuets later a white mine manager was stoned by black workers.  Reuters 
 
Sun 20 
 
After de Klerks Cheques meeting, Europe realises that there has been changes in 
South Africa, as Pretoria promises that the Land Act and the Group Areas Act would 



be repealed in the next parliamentary session. De Klerk did not expect sanctions to be 
lifted. The foreign minister, Pik Botha also met his British counterpart, D Hurd,  over 
increased investment possibilities by British companies. 
 
Nelson Mandela, in Cairo, talks of a “cessation of hostilities,” : a truce not an ending 
of the armed struggle. This stance was hinted at earlier, by lesser members of the 
African National Congress. As de Klerk moves through Europe there is a move 
towards explaining the benefits of sharing the acceptable face, ending racial 
segregation as promised and a referendum on new elections. 
 
Mon 21 
 
As the European Economic Community Foreign ministers meet in Dublin and the 
majority, with the exception of Ireland and Canada? will move jointly to ease 
sanctions as an ‘in tandem’ move with the lifting of the apartheid legislation by 
Pretoria. 
 
Nine blacks will face court over miners deaths (qv 17/5) in the town of Welkom 
where a peace formula to end the eleven day consumer boycott was agreed. During the 
trouble three blacks were killed by the police after stone throwing and arson attacks. 
 
Lieutenant Rockman, a coloured policeman (qv 8/89 et al) takes off on his own tour of 
Europe to promote the Police and Prisons Civil Rights Union [PPCRU], of which he 
is national president. The union has 5,000 members drawn from the Prison  and the 
Police service. Whilst there are no white colleagues who are members, many show 
sympathy with the unions ideals.  
 
Since formation, of the Prisons  Civil Rights Union eight hundred members have been 
suspended and sixty dismissed in Johannesburg, Cape Town and East London. On 
15/5 5 members occupies part of the West German embassy in a protest at the de 
Klerk European tour. All five have been suspended and paid less since 3/90. Justice 
Minister, Coetez, has now agreed to re - instate all members.  
 
Tues 22 
 
Funerals of S Koen and J D Plessis take place in Welkom (qv 17/5). They were given 
full AWB ‘honour guard.’ Groups loyal to the BV or White Wolves are patrolling the 
town as barricades are erected in Thangbo township, where the  death toll has now 
reached seven,  in defiance of the peace accord which was recently implemented after 
talks between the AWB, government and the trade unions. 
 
Gold Production has fallen 2% to  608 tonnes, which is 37% of the worlds total. In 
comparison ten years ago South Africa produced 70% of the worlds total. Mine 
production costs $276 - $400 per ounce : world average is $276/oz according to the 
report Gold Fields Mineral Services. 
 
Angola and Namibia have agreed to a major security commission to protect their 
common border against western backed Angolan Unita rebels - Reuters -  
 



Wed 23 
 
Winnie Mandela featuring in the trial of J Richardson who is coach to the Winnie 
Mandela Football Club, on a number of charges related to the death of Stompie 
Selpie. Because of no charges laid, against the wife of Nelson Mandela, she cannot 
plead her innocence. She is being persecuted by the government says her husband on 
his return from his tour of Egypt. Witnesses in the trial accuse her of whipping some 
of the Club members. 
 
Speaking in the House of Commons prime minister Mrs Thatcher says that there is no 
place for sanctions , they are almost irrelevant. 
 
Thurs 24 
 
The Joint Management Committee report (qv 5/5) has been leaked by the Star 
newspaper. It is close to announcing immunity from prosecution for returning exiles 
and members of death squads. Also prisoners, jailed for political acts, will be able to 
claim amnesty, now for separate consideration by the government and the African 
National Congress. 
 
On his return leg of his visit to Egypt N Mandela will stop over in Zimbabwe for talks 
with president Mugabe. This could be about the release of alleged South African 
agents from Zimbabwe jails. 
 
In a reply to M Kettle (qv attitudes of the AAM), the Anti Apartheid Movement 
always was one for negotiations and the conditions created by sanctions brought about 
negotiations. De Klerk ‘s view is still not far enough down the road of ‘freedom’ - so 
keep up the pressure. 
 
Letter    [1] M Terry, Executive Secretary, AAM, London NW1 Opinions of 
the main representatives , who were in South Africa, were not sought. These being the 
ANC, MDM and the SACC ect. The aim of de Klerk, according to M Kettle, group 
rights or threats of right wing actions from the AWB ect. The last threat will ensure a 
hurry up from the president  to make south Africa non racial and democratic.  This 
will only come about with pressure and the non acceptance of de Klerk by the world 
community. 
 
Letter   [2] Immo Kleinschmidt, London N 16 - BCM [Anzapo and PAC] 
meet in Zimbabwe and urge the African National Congress to pull out of government 
talks and hold talks with them. Britain’s support for the South African government 
aks British/French support for peace talks similar to the actions surrounding history of 
Hitler/ World War Two scenario. It is still wrong 50 years on. BSSA 1990. 
 
Fri 25 
 
Joint meeting, under the auspices of the Institute of Democratic Alternatives in South 
Africa between serving, and former members of the South African Defence Force   
and Umkhonto we Siswe. The meeting was chaired by C Hani, the terror groups chief 
of staff,. They discussed the present military strategy - troops in townships, 32 



Battalion in Natal and role of the military in a post apartheid society. There was no 
government involvement in the meeting. 
 
The first edition of  the  revamped Daily Mail will be 20/6, the sister publication of 
the Weekly Mail (qv). The co editor will be A Harbor Bruish. Financial backers 
include D Astor and D Sainsbury. The paper will focus on the issue of Human Rights:  
a rapidly changing situation. 
 
Letter   A I A Findley, Bophuthatswana International Affairs, London SW 
1, a historical note (qv Botshabelo 11/5) - not linked to Bophuthatswana. 
 
Sat 26 
 
Jerry Richardson, coach to the Winnie Mandela Football Club, has been found guilty 
of the murder of Stompie Moketsie, with Winnie Mandela a witness beating him. This 
was witnessed by K Kgse, who was also a victim of kidnap. There is increasing 
pressure on the minister of law and order, A Vlok, to prosecute the wife of Nelson 
Mandela (qv). 
 
The African National Congress's executive, in exile calls for an independent force to 
monitor the formation of  transitional government as de Klerk cannot be ‘referee and 
player’ all at the same time. They cite the experience of Namibia - where a force from 
the United Nations - Untag - took on the role of referee. 
 
Sun 27 
 
A gathering of 4,000 die hard AWB members gather at the Voertreker Monument, 
neat Pretoria, to hear condemnation of de Klerks moves to negotiate with Congress 
from the Conservative Party leader, A Treurnicht. They vow to prevent any talks, “by 
force if necessary” The white nations should be separate from black nations - the 
“fulfilment of apartheid.” 
 
In contrast N Mandela has an audience of 50,000 at the Attridgeville soccer stadium to 
hear their leader  denounce the words of the Conservative Party leader : “A Treunicht 
is meeting over the hill” ...”drags South Africa back to the days of Verwooed.”  
 
A crowd of 100,000 greet de Klerk as he arrives home from his tour of Europe The 
president greets the crowd with the words “we are now able to walk tall in Europe.”. 
 
The Afrikaner dream .of setting up a whites only state is centred on Morganzon 
because of residence in one of one hundred and thirty five dilapidated homes H 
Verwood Jr. The Oranjeworkers / Orange workers hope to occupy 22,000 square 
acres? of the Transkie. They aim to turn the town from dependant on a black labour 
force to self supporting. Since its inception, in 1984, the white population has risen by 
100 to 900. The black population has also risen, from 1,500 to 3,500. Thus far the 
plan has not been too successful. 
 
 



Mon 28 
 
Growing tension, in the Afrikaner community, push the Broeederbond to host a 
summit to defuse tension 
 
Convicted Soviet spy R Gerhardt, has been released from early from a 10 year jail 
term imposed in 1983. A Swiss national she was immediately put on a plane for 
Switzerland. She leaves behind her husband Diet, who was a former South African 
Navy commandeer, who will remain in jail after being convicted of betraying western 
secrets to his Soviet masters. 
 
Letter,   T R Main, Chief Executive, Chamber of Mines Johannesburg the 
mining industry is now based on skilled and semi - skilled workers, rather than their 
racial origins (qv 11/5) 
 
Tues 29 
 
The South African government announced yesterday that it will announce within days 
moves to scrap the Separate Amenities Act. Twelve blacks [have been] found dead 
near Richmond, 45 miles west of Durban, Factional fighting including 400 
combatants. Nelson Mandela is in a Johannesburg hospital for routine tests.- AP -  
 
Wed 30 
 
The supposed 8/6 visit by de Klerk to the USA has been postponed after pressure on 
the American government, by anti apartheid lobbyists. They insist that president Bush 
see Mandela first. Faction fighting in Natal leaves sixteen dead in the last twenty four 
hours.  
 
Letter   J Hoarding, Chair of Black Sash, Transvaal Region, South Africa  
there were considerable inaccuracies in an article, written by J Rumbold (qv 9/5). 
There will be no ‘swinging cuts’ : Shenna Duncan or Sandwiches were at the South 
African Council of Churches. A wrong description of the Black Sash, no J Horden 
was exposed as a police informer and left the organisation in 1988. The picture was 
wrong as was the description of the Sash’s aims. 
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Fri 1 
 
South Africa’s largest union and biggest mining companies are in deadlock over wage 
negotiations for gold [and] coal mine workers. The Chamber of Mines offered wage 
increases of 13.5 - 16%, whilst the union demanded 20 - 32%. - AP -  
 
Sat 2 
 
As promised, by de Klerk, the Separate Amenities Act, enacted in 1953,  will formerly 
be repealed on 15/10. It will be replaced by the  Discriminatory Legislation Regarding  
Public Amenities Repeal Bill. Its purpose is to legalise a situation where ‘petty 
apartheid’ has fallen away over the last few months. 
 
There has been a number of attacks on the police in the last few months. Among these 
were incidents in Soweto and Khotsang township, in the Orange Free State. Police 
violence, 4 die in Vosloors, a township near Borksborg, on the East Rand. This has 
been linked to the boycott in the townships (qv). Nelson Mandela is ready to leave the 
clinic, to which he went after a health scare, (qv 29/5) and resume his world tour. 
 
Sun 3 
 
The secretary general of the Inkatha Freedom Party, Oscar Dhloma, the number two to 
Chief Buthelezie, and the ‘acceptable face’ of the party has resigned. The reason given 
for his departure from this position is that he is not entirely happy with his leaders 
appearance to whites, as a credible alternative to the ‘evil African National Congress 
or Chief Buthelezie’s portrayal as a semi god to the illiterate followers in the field. 
There is no indication of the former secretary general’s next move - could he want to 
join Inkatha's rival? 
 
Nelson Mandela on leaving hospital (qv 29/5) after having a non malignant bladder 
tumour removed by Dr L Geceteter now begins a thirteen nation, including eight 
European  nation, tour. His journey will shadow that of the South African president 
and will offer another scenario, over the issue of letting sanctions slide, offered by de 
Klerk.. He will return on 18/7. 
 
Professor S Tereblanche, a former government advisor and now a Democratic Party 
member off Stellenboch University believes a Labour victory would be the best 
solution . It is time to face up to a history of a long line of Afrikaner failings  on peace 
talks, as in the Nkomat Accord and the 1838 murder of the Boer ‘notable’ Piet Reef 
and the revenge of the battle of Blood River 
 
This is the last chance, for prime minister Thatcher when talking with Nelson 
Mandela on 2/7.  She must listen after so many years on not even allowing her 
government officials to do so 
 



Mon 4 
 
An advert, by the Anglo American Corporation, offer an increase in the price that the 
company is willing to offer for shares in ? 
 
Tues 5 
 
A UN team will visit the country 9/6 - 19/6 for talks with government and party 
leaders on measures being taken to end apartheid, a UN spokesman said yesterday. 
The visit arises from a ‘declaration on apartheid’ and its destructive consequences for 
southern Africa, adopted by the General Assembly in 12/89.- Reuters -  
 
Wed 6 
 
Bi Election on Umlazi constituency, near Durban.The National Party MP,P Mathee, is 
seeking to retain the seat last held by Con Botha with 6,149 votes. Mr Botha’s nearest 
rival was the candidate from the Democratic Party who polled 3,314 votes.. In third 
position was the Conservative Party with 2,429 votes. This time round other 
candidates are, respectively, T Coppen and F Hitchcock. 
 
The Conservative Party are playing on whites fear of a black tide of deteriorating 
standards - housing and education ect. The Democratic Party, despite coming a close 
second, are now in a dilemma by straddling a ‘reformist’ National Party vote. This 
would allow the Conservative Party to win the seat. As the National Party could still 
now claim to be fully reformed. Should the Democratic Party disband and join the 
National Party or the African National Congress? 
 
Thurs 7 
 
Delayed announcement on the State of Emergency issue, in the run up to the Durban 
Bi - election (qv 6/6). The level of disruption will be a good indicator as to whether it 
is safe to withdraw this key piece of legislation from the statute book. 
 
Nelson Mandela, in Paris on the first leg of his European tour, speaking on the 
sanctions issue believes that any relaxation of sanctions will indicate a “dragging of 
feet on freedom.” 
 
There could be a possible joint conference of the three principal liberation 
movements, African N tional Congress, Anzapo and the Pan African Congress. The 
aim of any such gathering would be work out a solution to the feuding between the 
three liberation movements. There would be no invitation for Inkatha as they “oil the 
wheels of repression.”  
 
The Soweto home of Nelson Mandela has been raided, by the police, in an effort to 
find a murder suspect. A spokesman for Congress said that the government would be 
questioned over the raid. 
 
Lesotho’s exiled King Moshoshoe, the Second filed defamation charges against the 
countries military leader for alleging that he was plotting a coup. The King, was 



stripped of his powers in 2/90 and sent into exile in Britain, is claiming $500,000 in 
damages against the military leader - Major General J Lekhanya and F M T Thabane. 
Reuters  
 
Fri 8 
 
The state of emergency has been lifted in five of the six provinces in the country, the 
exception is Natal. The soe was imposed in 1985. There also will be a release of forty 
eight political prisoners. At the same time as this announcements the government will 
inject £236m [R1b] to recruit a further 10,000 police officers. The cash injection will 
mainly be used to offer a better wage structure. 
 
Continuing his world tour Nelson Mandela’s sees a “victory for the people.” W 
Sisulu. speaking on the partial lifting of the state of emergency says that it should be 
removed from the whole country, along with the Internal Security Act. These moves 
would facilitate moves towards constitutional talks, which could start on 14/7 
 
President Bush, in the United States, says more progress towards peace negotiations 
will have to be made before the United States will begin moves to remove sanctions  
 
The result of the Umalazi Bi - Election (qv 6/6) shows that there has been a large 
swing towards the Conservative Party. Despite this swing the National Party held onto 
the seat with a reduced majority. D Simpsom of Porchstroon University, reports that if 
a general election was held now, going on these bi election indications, seats in 
parliament would be as follows : Conservative Party, 110 seats National Party 56 
seats. 
 
Book review - “Traitors Heart” by R Malan, published by Bodly Head @ £14.95 : a 
catalogue of black murders and bombings of whites. The book tells South Africa’s 
story by murderous anecdote - from the ‘necklacing’ of black informers to the 
imperfect family life of the Afrikaner. 
 
Leader Comment, A Step to the Table - recent moves take the country back to the 
eleventh of June 11th 1986, the last day before a state of emergency was introduced. 
This announcement was meant to steal the thunder from the Nelson Mandela 
European tour. Reiteration of the Organisation of African Unity’s Harare summit - 
agreements sanctions, splits likely in the EEC foreign ministers meeting in Dublin 
(6/90). Is de Klerk a Gorbachev? in his rush to make ‘violent reforms’ or a Shamir? - 
introducing single step reform. The South African President has been urged to stay in 
line with the wishes of the leaders of the Commonwealth 
 
The view of Linda Chalker, the British Foreign Office minister, of the situation in 
Natal 1:6 are homeless, there is only rudimentary health care for blacks. De Klerk may 
not deserve a dogmatic ‘thumbs down’ ... encouragement “should be  for reality on the 
ground.” 
 
 



Sat 9 
 
Speculation, by the Conservative Party owned newspaper, the Patriot, that Nelson 
Mandela had two operations for cancer, one in 1985, and the second on 3/6. This has 
been denied by the surgeon who was in charge of Mr Mandela during his recent stay n 
a Johannesburg clinic. The biopsy results showed that there were only non - malignant 
tissue found. At the same time a chest X - ray indicated there was nothing wrong with 
his lungs. 
 
The speculation comes after Mr Mandela rescheduled and then cancelled a second 
visit to the Geneva headquarters of the International Red Cross. At an earlier meeting 
with the International Labour Organisation, in the same city, he urged members to 
press for effective sanctions and continue the struggle. 
 
Sun 10 
 
Mandela Dlamini,aged 30, a United Democratic Front activist has been detained five 
time between 8/85 and 11/89 with 30 months in jail 1978 - 1984. Whilst in jail he was 
tortured six times and suffered the usual deprivation accorded to black prisoners. He 
also participated in the hunger strike in 1989 (qv 3/4). 
 
In contrast, Deborah Patta aged 26., who works for the South African Bishops 
Conference has been harassed and then arrested 10/85. She was placed in solitary 
confinement for two months out of her three months in jail. After a forteen day hunger 
strike and upon release she was admitted to a psychiatrist hospital suffering from 
anorexia. 
 
A review of sanctions in the USA.  
 
Projected seats, based on the recent bi - election results - Conservative Party ninety to 
one hundred, National Party fifty five and the Democratic Party between ten to fifteen. 
Whilst this forecast, from the government?, is worse than D Simpsons of 
Porchefstroon University (qv 8/6) the failure is due to de Klerk not being able to ‘sell’ 
himself as well as Gorbachev has. The amount of ‘faction fighting’ and the fact that 
the voters began to turn to the Conservative Party as there was “no credible alternative 
or enough information,” from the government. 
 
Mon 11 
 
A bomb rocked offices of the offices of black national Union of Mineworkers in the 
South African town of Welkomon 9/6, scene of tension between right wing whites and 
black workers. - Reuters -  
 
Tues 12  
 
A Mozambique government delegation led by the Transport Minister, A Guebiza, left 
Maputu for Malawi yesterday to take part in the first ever direct  peace talks between 
the government and the South African MNR. According to UN figures the war has 
cost 900,000 lives and $15 billion in damage - Reuters  -  



Black parents occupied government offices in Johannesburg yesterday in protest 
against a serious shortage of text books in their children’s schools.- Reuters -  
 
Police arrested a white gold miner in the connection with the bombing the offices of 
the National Union of Mine workers in Welkom, a town at the centre of radical 
conflict - P Fauver, GDN -  
 
Wed 13 
 
The Pan Africanist Congress and the African National Congress have agreed a joint 
approach towards the governments stance on the negotiating of a peace settlement of 
‘the struggle.’ It is reported that South Africa troops have been moving into northern 
Angola. 
 
Thurs 14 
 
Foreign Secretary , D Hurd, is to review the sanctions issue before the foreign affairs 
committee, of the European Economic Commission, moves to lift sanctions at the 
Dublin summit on 25/5.6. The chairman of the committee, Eire’s President C 
Haughty, wants a cautious approach. The reasoning, a divided Community will hope 
to pursued 1.1m* whites with the right of abode to come to Britain, to stay in South 
Africa and help to build a full democracy 
 
*350,000 have definite ‘right of abode’ 750,000 may also be eligible to come to Britain. 
 
In Strasbourg, to visit the European Economic Commission's president, Mandela 
makes a plea to retain sanctions. This comes as the twelve foreign ministers of the 
community meet in Luxenbourg to consider lifting the embargo on arms, new 
investment, iron and steel and gold bullion. 
 
France, Ireland, Holland and Denmark are the countries against such lifting of 
sanctions. West Germany’s vote is enough to carry the motion that will see a lifting of 
restrictions. If in a certain ‘no win’ situation the British prime minister would not 
press the situation 
 
Secrecy surrounded diplomatic efforts in Blantyre. Malawi. yesterday to stage the first 
direct talks between Mozambique government and the MNR rebels  AIM said the 
rivals were holding separate meetings with Kenyan and Zimbabwean mediators , but 
no direct talks between the two sides had taken place so far. - Reuters -  
 
Fri 15 
 
Delegations to the MNR/government peace talks (qv 14/6) leave Malawi, after no 
negotiations took place because the leader of the MNR, A Dlakama was unhappy with 
the venue. The decision was taken after consultation with the Kenyan mediator, B A 
Kiplagat, the permanent secretary in the foreign affairs department, who has become a 
close friend of the rebel leader. and is unhappy at the closeness between the leaders of 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe.  
Talks should be held in Nairobi, where their is political kudos. A delay in the talks is a 
help to President Chissano, it allows time for him to push through a democratic 



constitution. This will remove one of the arguments that the rebels use that the 
Maputo government is Marxist. 
 
Sat 16 
 
Legal launch of the South African Communist Party [SACP] anticipated, with the 
leadership introduced 29/7 followed by new leadership elections in 7/91.The new 
policy will be to eradicate all elements of Stalin ism with full internal democracy - but 
maintaining the alliances, already formed with the African National Congress and 
COSWAR. The interesting point will be whether membership numbers fall. 
 
The price of gold, on the world market, approximately $340/per ounce, as of 14/6 
forces Free State Consolidated Gold Mines [FreeGold] to axe 7,800 jobs with 
additional ‘lay off's. This brings the total number, in just one week, to nearly 900. The 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange share price, fell 94 points [64%] to 1,370 points, [GSI 
= 1,345, down 25 points 13/7]. Showing a non involvement in South Africa. 
 
The Pretoria government asks its Mozambique counterparts for permission to 
negotiate with the MNR for the release of the Muller family who have been held since 
4/90. Mr Mueller was a disgruntled businessman in South Africa, of joint Portuguese/ 
Mozambique origin. He was used as a middle man to resupply the rebels in that 
country. He had a similar role in Angola, with Unita. 
 
Further evidence of the Civil Cooperation Bureau’s overseas activities, but not under 
investigation by Mr Justice Harms, have been given to VyreWeekblad, an Afrikaner 
language newspaper, by regional commander P Botes - purchase of armaments, from 
pistols through handguns to anti - tank weapons. 
 
Sun 17 
 
Figures for trade too South Africa, before and after international sanctions were 
applied, have been compiled after a trawl of the statistics from 160 member nations of 
the International Monetary Fund. These show that the United State was the main loser. 
The countries of the Far East,  Hong Kong, Korea,  benefited most. 
 
There was an overnight stop in London for N Mandela, on his way to America from 
Italy via Holland, on his world tour. 
 
At weekend rallies to commemorate the 14th anniversary of the Soweto uprising a 
crowd of 35,000 Jabulani Stadium with the ANC. The Orlando Stadium, in Soweto 
held 1,000 PAC supporters, while 200 Anzapo and BCM supporters gathered in the 
Regina Mundi Cathedral in Cape Town? - Weekend World, OBS page 11 C 8  -  
 
Education anomalies allow white schools in integrated areas to close - falling school 
rolls, overcrowding in ‘other races’ schools qv Homewood Park School, in a suburb 
of Pretoria. This has been an ‘open area’ school for the last 2 years. Western High 
enrolment is down to 138 from 500 pupils. This number only allows the school 14 
teaches, which is insufficient to cover the education curriculum. It will close in 12/90.  
 



This is allowed to happen as ‘mixed race’ and Coloured children are bussed to 
Fordsburg, a distance of 5 miles, to a school that has 700 pupils. This is 200 more 
pupils than the school should accomodate.The Minister for Education, P Clase, who’s 
department officials are studying 2 alternatives - integrate the two if 90% of the 
parents agree or privatise the schools and lease back - says that the two must stay 
under their own department. 
 
Mon 18 
 
Despite a plea from Archbishop Runci, the Archbishop of Canterbury, R Harris the 
Bishop of Oxford, will continue his legal action to force the Church of England to 
disinvest with any company with South African holdings with the diocese removing 
funds valued at £2m from central funds, over this issue. 
 
De Klerk is to allow any changes in the constitution to be voted on by all race, rather 
than just the whites, as the 1989 general election manifesto stated. Any changes will 
be opposed by the Conservative Party, and the extremists on the right wing who have 
promised armed struggle.’ 
 
The Dutch Reform Church has held its first multi - racial service, which was attended 
by de Klerk in at a venue in Cape Town. The congregation, among other hymn sang 
the African National Congress anthem 
 
Four police and one black died in the Eastern Transvaal on the anniversary of the 
Soweto uprising. Merchandising from the firm ProServe will be hoping to raise £1.8m 
/ $3m from the sale of T shirts, mugs and the like for African National Congress 
coffers during the twelve days N Mandela spends in the United States. Other means of 
raising revenue are ‘celebrity dinners’ where you can expect to pay $2,500 a ticket and 
be hosted by the comedian E Murphy. Sanctions, in a world of commercialisation , 
overlooks nobler ideas. 
 
Tues 19 
 
The European Economics Commission foreign ministers conference, in Luxenbourg, 
(qv 14/6) agreement easing sanctions, for an improvement in the security situation, 
and a lessening of security laws. That is a ‘step by step’ approach.  
 
Nelson Mandela, speaking to a joint session of the Canadian parliament and in private 
talks with prime minster Mulrouney wants to ditch the parliaments vote and replace it 
with a ‘step by step’ approach. There was some discussion whether cash aid should be 
given specifically to help the setting up of an internal African National Congress : a 
“black parliament of the people” This would prevent a move towards back militancy 
erupting. 
 
A quick meeting between de Klerk and the ‘Homeland’ leaders with non independent 
and Coloured and Indian parliamentary leaders, on 17/6, to prevent the Congress 
inspired boycott (qv 4/90). Up for discussion was the “need for efficient government” 
in the new South Africa. This means new legislation allowing de Klerk to take over 
the running of a homeland facing an administration collapse. 



 
Press leaks a moderate charter, multi party democracy :  independent judiciary, a free 
press and non  parochialism. This something the African National Congress could 
accept after? world wide pressure. A number of members of the Congress’s national 
executive, led by Chris Hani, have arrived in Johannesburg. They will have talks with 
the leaders of the internal movement and will focus on organisational problems. 
 
Archbishop Tutu, on a visit to the Netherlands, praises the government for its 
achievements, but condemns the government for dithering in the face of the apparent 
break up of the Afrikaner and the rise of the right wing extremists. 
 
With the pressure of sanctions, over the last fifteen years, forced negotiations and 
what die hard racists and the ‘apologists’, members of the Conservative Party say the 
time has come to think about ending sanctions and bringing South Africa back into the 
world wide community. It is not to the countries benefit to be working under the 
counter, as in the supply of oil, as foreign investment will stay away even though it is 
much needed. Policy decisions are quickly made. Former enemies are working well 
together authors note see the initiative on votes for all races in the referendum (qv 
18/6)  
 
Splits inside the Congress show the ultra success of sanctions : to force more 
concessions . Moderate, Mandela and Thabo Mbeki pushed that through. The National 
Party’s  reaction to the sanctions : they were only a gesture and are now futile. It is 
time to move on towards another positive action.  
 
The Labour Party, in England has always had a questionable policy towards South 
Africa. It has always opposed anything that Mrs Thatcher does, agrees with anything 
that Nelson Mandela and the African National Congress says or does. Now is the time 
to say ‘foreign cash to end servitude’. 
 
The Angolan rebel movement Unita said yesterday that it was suspending peace talks 
with the government till it had cleared up misunderstandings during secret talks in 
Portugal. 
 
Sources said the talks hinged on making an agreement to hold an election and 
establish a multi - party system. - Reuters -  
 
Wed 20 
 
A reward of £11,000/ R50,000 has been offered by the police for information leading 
to the arrest P Skit Rudolf, who has been linked to the recent spate of raids on military 
armouries : the latest at a base near Johannesburg in recent weeks.. He is also wanted 
on treason charges after making the call to the Afrikaner nation to mount an armed 
uprising. The evidence to support this comes from a video tape sent to the media and 
the newspapers. 
 
The cabinet refuse to implement agreements, by a joint Congress of South African 
Trade Union and the nations employers amendments to the Labour Relation Act, after 
two years of talks. There are calls to the African National Congress to renew their 



negotiating position. The first, for 40 years, press conference has been given by the 
South African Communist Party. It was fronted by Joe Slovo and Ray Mhalaba,  the 
former commander of Umkhonto we Sizwe - and Mac Maharaj, a member of the 
Congress’s executive. There will be a formal relaunch of the Party on 29/7 in Soweto. 
 
After five years preparation, the Weekly Mail  (qv 7/5) has been relaunched. The birth 
was assisted by other newspapers : the Rand Daily Mail and the Daily Mail. The 
Weekly Mail, first launched in 1985, broke even in 1988. A turnover, in 12/89 of 
£750,000 and a circulation of approximately 30,000. 
 
Lesotho’s exiled king, King Moshoeshoe the Second, who lost a power struggle with 
the countries military rulers 4 months ago has called for an interim government and a 
referendum and return to the monarchy. - Reuters -  
 
A Johannesburg magistrate ruled that the white David Bruce can go free after 
completing 20 months in jail for refusing to serving the army. - Reuters -  
 
Thurs 21 
 
Crowds, ten deep, give Nelson Mandela a ticker tape welcome to New York at the 
beginning of his 12 day tour of America on which fund-raising  for the African 
National Congress will be a big part. Some people worry at use of ‘the man’ rather 
than ‘furthering the cause’ as a focal point. On duty there are twelve thousand police 
and six thousand security barriers ensure the safety of the crowd. There was a small 
gathering of protesters, mainly Jews who were angry at a scheduled meeting between 
Nelson Mandela  and the leader of the Palestine Liberation Organisation. The cost of 
the welcome was put at $140,000 
 
De Klerk rejects talk of reform of the Labour Relations Act (qv 20/6), but in a private 
letter to J Naido, the general secretary of COSATU, agrees to further talks. In the 
letter the president says that there was no agreement on the LRA because talks came 
too near the end of the parliamentary session, on 22/6. 
 
The African National Congress and its allies, in Natal, the South African Youth 
Congress and Congress of South African Trade Unions begin a plan to isolate Chief 
Buthelezie. They call on the government to act against Inkatha . A ‘stay away’ from 
work has been organised for 13/7. They demand the arrest of known warlords, loyal to 
Inkatha, the lifting of the state of emergency and call for a Commission of Inquiry into 
the faction fighting. The homeland leader in Bophuthatswana, L Mangpope, should 
also be investigated as the allies say he is a large obstacle to black unity. 
 
The leader of the Boerestraal Party (qv Rudolf, 20/6), R von Todden, has called de 
Klerk “the Volks biggest enemy.” 
 
 
 



Fri 22 
 
Constitutional minister, Dr Viljoen, puts plans forward on voting reforms, which are 
opposite the African National Congress’s idea of a constitutional assembly. This 
would be the body that would formulate the constitution. The ministers plan would 
see talks begin in early 1991 after an all race groups [voting secretly] referendum. The 
votes would be counted, by the end of 1992, and an assembly taking power in 9/94.  
 
The Johannesburg Star has a report that the African National Congress and the 
government have reached an agreement on freedom for all political prisoners. This 
would be phased in. The release of such prisoners would take place as to the severity 
of their crimes. Congress would rename the ‘armed struggle.’ 
 
Sun 23 
 
A former National Insurance Service, part time, employee Jannie Smith, who is now a 
transport manager in Borksburg has revealed to the Afrikaner language Vyre 
Weekblad newspaper that there is a plot, hatched by the AWB to assassinate Nelson 
Mandela and de Klerk. They would get close enough to him in a helicopter, posing as 
a film crew. This, according to the AWB would create panic in the white suburbs and 
allow the right wing to take power. The police have made eleven arrests all who were 
later released without charge 
 
At a special meeting of the general assembly of the United Nations in New York, 
there was a parade of delegates before Nelson Mandela. In his speech to the assembly 
delegates he made an impassioned plea for the United Nations to continue its sanction 
policy. He also revealed the African National Congress’s economic plan to redress the 
inequalities,which was not unlike the USSR and Europe. 
 
Sun 24 
 
A side show, to the Mandela tour in the USA, keeping Winnie Mandela ’s past quiet. 
Wrangles with the anti - Libyan and the Palestine Liberation Organisation groups. 
American politics are moribund under a anti South African Congress, even though a 
lessening of sanctions could protect de Klerks plan from a resurgence of support for 
the right wing. 
 
There is support for the liberation groups, from Libya and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation, because they provide generous funds that are not tied to an interest on 
how it is spent inside the country. Hard words will come from President Bush, to 
Nelson Mandela, on the realities of living in the modern world : it is not as it was 27 
years ago. The United States has much more influence now than it did in 1963. 
 
Tour itinerary - today Washington, meetings at the White House with President Bush 
and the Secretary of Foreign Affairs G Baker. Then to Congress for a joint address to 
House and Senate ? Followed by stops in Atlanta in Georgia, to see Grove and M L 
King : Miami, Detroit, Los Angeles and finally Oakland in California. 
 
 



Mon 25 
 
Right wing elements of the white population go on the offensive, with the bombing of 
two National Party offices on 22/6. It is alleged that the minister of development and 
his counterpart in the ministry of constitutional and development, van de Mere and R 
Meyer respectively, are linked to the fugitive P Rudolf (qv 20/6).  
 
There was a joint meeting between the leaders of the Boerstaat Party [BSP] and the 
Boer Weestandzbeneging [BWB]on 23/6 - R van Tonder and A Ford respectively. 
The aim of the meeting was to re establish a Boer Republic, with the BSP taking on 
the political role and the BWB taking the military role. A joint fund was established 
for the legal defence of any of the membership that may need to mount a legal defence 
for any covert action. 
 
The suspected killer of A Luboski, who was a SWAPO member in Namibia, Mr L C 
Mawree, returned home to Johannesburg. He has no regrets working for the Civil 
Cooperation Bureau, and is confident that there will be no prosecution forthcoming. 
 
Shipments from the Florida based company Tember Aviation, which is suspected of 
being funded by the CIA have increased. The supplies are now flown in on three 
Hercules transport planes three times a night. This is a huge increase, for the Unita 
movement, as in 12/89 the rebels were only having supply drops twice a week 
involving twelve planes. First the planes are flown to a staging post, in Zaire - the 
Kamina air strip then onto the rebels headquarters of Jamba in the central highland 
area of Angola. The flights were suspended in the middle of 1989, to facilitate 
negotiations, and restarting in 11/89.  
 
President Bush would like to see an increase of aid to Unita, valued at $10 - $15m. He 
has already approved an extra $50 being earmarked for Unita. The situation on the 
ground in Angola - the two sides have fought themselves to a stop in Mavinga 
Province. Military action is now concentrated round the countries capital, Luanda. 
 
Tues 26 
 
Nelson Mandela has a long awaited meeting with President Bush at which he gives a 
detailed outline of his talks with de Klerk, and asked the president to continue the 
United State’s stance on the sanctions issue 
 
President de Klerk will meet the members of the AWB and the Hertigite National 
Party who hope to make the president aware of the views of their supporters among 
the white population. 
 
Angola has received less than one tenth of the food aid desperately needed by the 
starving people of its central and southern provinces ,embassy officials said in Harare 
yesterday. - Reuters -  
 
 



Wed 27 
 
At the end of the Dublin summit attended by the heads of state of the European 
Economic Community there was some praise for de Klerk’s reforms. A gradual 
relaxation of sanctions could be possible, at this Mrs Thatcher claimed a modest 
victory. Italy will lift an investment ban. Spain will resume cargo flights and Denmark 
will send back its ambassador to Pretoria -all signs of progress. 
 
Hopes fall, in 10/7 de Klerk/Mandela talks for 18/7 Commission foreign ministers 
meeting, in Italy for any further relaxation of sanctions 
 
A Union/ government working party will study further working practises for the new 
Labour Relations Act (qv 21/6). The new legislation is promised for the new session 
of parliament. 
 
After his meeting with the AWB et al (qv 26/6) the Herigite National Party leader , J 
Marais, was given no assurances, by de Klerk, other than that the Afrikaans language 
would be protected . 
 
The return home of Sony Ramaphosa after 15 years as secretary general of the 
Commonwealth Secretariat. The high point of his career were at Rhodesia’s 
independence and the push towards South Africa did to clearing Mrs Thatchers stance 
over the sanctions issue. Pushed the negotiations, for a majority led South Africa , to 
the fore of the international concerns of member states of the Commonwealth. 
 
Nelson Mandela addresses a joint session of the United States Congress in 
Washington for thirty four minuets. At the end members of the Congress and Senate 
gave him a two minuet standing ovation. The speech, by the leader of the African 
National Congress, was concerned with the denial of human rights to the majority of 
his fellow countrymen. Mr Mandela concluded his speech with praise for the 
‘founding fathers of the USA. 
 
Thurs 28 
 
A storm of criticism is brewing over the decision by the Harms Commission of 
Inquiry into allegations that members of ‘death squads’ are not to be called as 
witnesses to the Inquiry. The Minister of Defence, General M Malan, is to testify 
before the Inquiry. - P Lawrence, GDN page 8 C 4 -  
 
Fri 29 
 
The final plans, by the African National Congress and Confederation of South African 
Trade Unions in the call for a general strike, has the to isolate Chief Buthelezie and 
his Inkatha Party, is set to take place in Natal province on 2/7. There will be a march 
on parliament on 7/7. This is seen as  an incitement to violence say the opposition 
which includes the Zulu monarch Kin Goodwill Zwelethini. 
 
To try and lessen any violence members of the South African Council of Churches has 
formulated a nine point peace plan, which is open for negotiation. The minister of law 



and order, A Vkok, warns the unions about destabilising the region after recent police 
killings. Any action his ministry takes is impartial : see the crackdown on both left 
and right wing elements in the region. 
 
Anti - apartheid demonstration in the Ashton township in the Cape area involving the 
Anglican priest M Welder - a picture.  
 
Sat 30 
 
The plight of the Angolan population in the southern region of the country (qv 26/6) 
has given rise to a J Savimbi’s plan. The leader of the Unita rebel movement is ready 
to guarantee the safe passage of the United Nations and the Red Cross through secure 
corridors, free from the threat of attack from either side. It is estimated that 1.5 million 
of Angola’s 9m population need the help of these food agencies. The numbers who 
have died, as a result of starvation, is put at 2,500. The farming community has also 
lost about 120,000 cattle. This is the first time that Unita has had to admit that its 
‘controlled areas.’ Pressure, from the USA and the USSR, will have to be asserted on 
the dos Santos government to allow 15 - 25000 of food aid into the area. This would 
be ferried through Angola’s neighbours, Namibia and Botswana, even though they are 
reluctant to do so. 
 
The Oxford Diocesan Synod will invest the £2 million, it withdrew from the Church 
of England’s own investment fund (qv 18/6)  in the Ecclesiastical All Churches 
Amenity Fund. This decision results in the Church’s investment chairman, Viscount 
Churchill, to write to all Diocesan Boards to justify its stance which is safeguard the 
£320 million that is already invested. This means that investment will be made in 
companies that have a small stake in South Africa - ones that have less than 1,000 
workers, less than £100 million in turnover and those companies that make less than 
£10m [3%] profit in the country.  
 
Companies that are affected by this new ruling include Rio Tinto Zinc, Jonson 
Matthew, Consolidated GoldFields. It will also mean that the Board will have to sell 
its interest in British Foods, Northern Engineering and Babcock International, shoe 
manufacturers. Partial dis investment has limited the choice for the Board, does this 
decision break the breach of trust law? 
 
The Reverend Russell, the chairman of the Diocesan South Africa Monitoring Group 
along with Archbishop Tutu agree the stance taken by the Church of England 
Diocesan Board. even though this switch in investments will cost the £19,000. Overall 
the financial return from the fund from 2/88 - 4/90 rose by 28.3% with the Church of 
England Diocesan Board’s return over the same period up 23.77%. 
 
 



 
JULY 1990 

 
Sun 1 
 
Cordial talks are expected between Nelson Mandela and prime minister Thatcher, 
after a preliminary phone call was made by the leader of the African national 
Congress whilst in transit (qv 18/6). The substance of the call was to appeal to the 
prime minister not to weaken her stance over the sanctions issue at the recent heads of 
government summit in Dublin (qv 27/6). The Heathrow call was in reality a 'getting to 
know you' call. 
 
A study of South Africa's move from autocracy, through to democracy, has been made 
by Professor P Schimitter a political scientist at Stamford University in the USA. His 
conclusions were then tested by A de Toit  from Cape Town University, a leading 
Afrikaner academic, who both attended a conference in Port Elizabeth.  
 
The study concluded that the system of apartheid was not unique to South Africa. It 
can be likened to other countries that have moved away from autocracy. Portugal, 
Spain and Greece are three countries in which this move happened in the 1970's. 
 
The choice is the method of transmission : brought on by the ruling classes or pressure 
from the masses as in Poland. Alternatively : revolution which leads to mass 
mobilisation then negotiated transition and alliances being formed. In the case of 
South Africa the United Democratic Front, formed in the mid 1980's is a perfect 
example of this process. 
 
Professor de Toit also believes that the current situation has developed further with 
the formation of leadership groups that will eventually devolve into political parties 
which will then gain electoral support. 
 
Mon 2 
 
Day of the 'stay away' which has been called by a wide range of organisations hostile 
to the Inkatha Freedom Party and its leader Chief Buthelezie (qv 29/6). 
 
Tues 3 
 
Dublin welcomes Nelson Mandela who has arrived for talks with prime minister C 
Haughty. The talks will encompass a plea to Eire's government for donations to the 
African National Congress for the setting up of its internal structure inside the 
apartheid state. Speaking to the Dahl, the home of the parliament, there was a warning 
for the assembled members of the Congress's fear of a right wing backlash from 
among the extremists among the white population. 
 
One bone of contention were comments made about the actions of the Irish 
Republican Army when he said that that the Irish government should talk to those they 
deem terrorists before they lay down their weapons. This remark has angered all 
concerned, from the British prime minister to the leader of the Opposition. 



 
The 'stay away' (qv 2/7) was marked by an explosion of a land mine in the Transvaal. 
There were no injuries. Workers in the Eastern Cape and on the Witwatersrand were 
eighty to one hundred per cent in support of the strike action. The strategy of the 'stay 
away' has been questioned from within the African National Congress. It is seen s a 
short term political gesture. It shows the peoples anger but gives no explanation as to 
the logic.  
 
The liberation movements chief organiser in Natal, Archie Gumedi, indicates that 
there will be a joint march on the provincial parliament within the next seven days. 
 
Leader Comment, Dublin Trouble Linking the IRA and the ANC, the British 
government have talked to armed terrorists, in Kenya and Cyprus, they are the best 
hopes for peace. Dublin says “matters little,” what does is the punishing schedule set 
by the ANC for Nelson Mandela. It is necessary to cross the USA on the 'Rubber 
Chicken' circuit? “The release of Nelson Mandela, from jail in South Africa is the 
greatest resource …......  it should not be chucked away in a distant fog of jet lag.” 
 
Cartoon “Is that the IRA? Nelson here suggests I have a word with you” PM M 
Thatcher talking to terrorists .. unthinkable. 
 
Wed 4 
 
The Congress's foreign affairs secretary, Thabo Mbeki, saw the possibility of a plea 
for the lifting of sanctions by Nelson Mandela and F W de Klerk before the end of 
190, or not to much further into 1991. This would be achieved , depending on the 
situation at the time.  
 
Now in London, after arriving from Dublin, the African National Congress leader 
meets with an all party group of members of parliament. Then onto a meeting with the 
foreign secretary, Douglas Hurd. There was little mention of Mandela's comments on 
the IRA. It was seen as a 'dead issue.' What came out of the meeting was that, 
according to the visiting delegation, was that the prime ministers stance on sanctions 
was unwanted. Her position could even damage the ongoing talks and prolong the 
negotiations. 
 
Two people were killed during the 'stay away' in the Cape area of the country. The 
deaths occurred Boland Robertson near Durban. Simmering trouble over non 
deregulation of a library in Ashton and Montegue was also noted. 
 
Johannesburg,a youth dies, in controversial circumstances, after he was fired on by the 
police while he was being questioned for smoking dope. 
 
Letter   G I Smith, Elm Cottage, Stroud Gloucestershire the IRA stumble is 
not the central issue. 
 
White Wolves, the Afrikaner right wing terror group (qv B Strydom), claim 
responsibility for three bomb attacks on the homes of Johannesburg city council who 
are members of the Democratic Party. There were no fatalities. Neo Nazi groups 



threaten action if there is no better protection for whites offered. The attacks come at 
the same time as S Buitedag, a white mine official was stabbed to death at the 
Merrispruitt Gold Mine south of of Johannesburg. 
Angola's one party government looks for ways to end its 15 year war against Unita 
rebels said yesterday that it would evolve towards a multi party state. - Reuters -  
 
Thurs 5 
 
Three hours of warm and friendly meeting between Nelson Mandela and the British 
prime minister has taken place. This was despite the fact that Mrs Thatcher does not 
see eye to eye over the African National Congress's policy towards sanctions, 
reconciliation of violence and economic policy of the liberation movement. Previous 
to his meeting, in Downing Street?  Mandela had a breakfast meeting with the 
business organisation, the Confederation of British industry. At the end of the day 
there was a final meeting with the Labour Party's shadow cabinet. 
 
Leader Comment, Mandela Moves There is a convergence of interests needed, a joint  
call for an end to sanctions and an end to the armed struggle by the end of the year, 
says Mandela and Mbeki [?] : also de Klerk must respond to Mrs Thatchers response 
that these issues should be pushed to the sidelines, but the white minority needs to 
know nothing will change. Nelson Mandela is anxious  for negotiations to go ahead, 
despite difficulties over politics and the remaining state of emergency. They will soon 
be dealt with, then the hard part, who will negotiate a new constitution  and what 
should it contain?. 
 
 
Within sight of the final agenda “…... a giant step forward.” The CBI breakfast, 
presided over by the Institutes president, Sir B Corby, prudential business fully against 
apartheid, but against economic sanctions. Nelson Mandela addressing his “arch 
enemies,” the supporters of 'the system' who have 50% investment. State participation 
is the only way to redress inequalities of land ownership [the leadership had 
mentioned a 30 – 49 % government involvement, a policy change]. Have the CBI or 
the prime minister any other ideas? For those that have wealth to try and keep it is to 
invite instability 
 
Keeping sanctions forces damage to the population, a wonderful act to concentrate the 
mind, to say different things on occasions – see SA Tape 27, News night, an extract 
3/7. Thanking the prime minister for her efforts towards a multi racial Zimbabwe and 
the pressure sustained that ended with his release from jail. “She [Thatcher] was an 
enemy of apartheid.” 
 
The consultation and diplomatic skills of Nelson Mandela are 'incredible. He is a 
sensible leader, not petty minded in his vision. No doubt that when he returns home 
the real political work will begin. And his determination to educate his own people in 
the business world will begin.  
 
Right wing elements, of the white community, have attacked the offices of the 
Afrikaner language Vyre Weekblad newspaper. There were no injuries. Following the 
attack there was a phone call to the home of of the papers editor, M du Preeze – even 



thought the number is not listed – demanding the release of B Strydom (qv). A second 
revelation : that £11, 000 would be paid if Jo Hanni was assassinated was also given 
by the caller. 
 
A leading member of the Anzanian Peoples Liberation Movement, M Myeza, who is 
also the person in charge of co – coordinating efforts towards the general election, has 
been found dead. This is one of many recent deaths of members of liberation 
movements, leading to thoughts of a conspiracy. 
 
Letter,   G Coetzee, Minister of Environmental Affairs Transvaal farmers 
voted 11, 895 : 559 there is no other land available for 'other races.' Also the seal cull, 
on the Atlantic coast has been cancelled. authors note : a response to a 30/6 letter 
from a M Holms that is not on file. 
 
Cartoon Maggie – “An enemy of apartheid says Mandela” screams a newspaper 
headline as prime minister Thatcher tells her foreign secretary he is “the man she 
could do business with.” 
 
Fri 6 
 
The continuation of the scheme to isolate Chief Buthelezie and Inkatha, is to be 
moved on. There will be a march through the centre of Durban within twenty four 
hours. The organisers expect a crowd of 50 – 80, 000 to take part in the protest. 
 
A right wing group claimed responsibility for an attempted bomb attack of the 
headquarters building of the National Union of Mineworkers, which was later defused 
by the police. Such acts, say the African national Congress, put the forthcoming peace 
talks in jeopardy. 
 
Increased tension in Natal province, with a claim by H Gwela, the Congress's 
provincial organiser, that Inkatha hit squads are targeting himself and other like 
minded officials to be assassinated. In Durban, random shootings injure six people. 
Members of the Confederation of South African Trade Unions raid an Inkatha 
weapons training school in Empagani in south Zulu land. During the raid one of the 
raiders was killed and two Inkatha members injured. 
 
The situation in London , where Nelson Mandela continues his visit, is that the policy 
of Congress and its rival are not to far apart in respect that there should be closer 
business links with the white community. The personal regard of the two leaders for 
each other is not high. 
 
A white man has killed four blacks before being set upon by a mob. He was then 
beaten to death. The police used tear gas to disperse the 18, 000 strong crowd.  
 
The Angolon government has rejected the food aid plan (qv 30/6), which would have 
fed the hungry in the Unita controlled areas of the country. The Luanda regime see the 
plan as a way for the United States to resupply the rebel movement at the same time as 
handing out food aid. 
 



South Africa's black mining union, the National Union of Mineworkers has agreed to 
settle a wage dispute with the owners of the nations gold mines. The employees will 
receive a pay rise of between 14.5 – 17%. They were demanding 20%. - GDN page 9 C3 
 
Sat 7 
 
A bomb, placed in a litter bin, at a commercial centre in Johannesburg injures twenty 
seven people. A leading figure of the South African Communist Party, Jo Hanni, 
denies it was planted by members of the African National Congress. He claimed it 
may have been planted by members of the right wing Afrikaner community. 
 
Durban police arrest three people who they claim are members of a Congress 'hit 
squad amid claim and counter claim of promised assassinations (qv 6/7). A press 
conference given by Chris Hani, in Cape Town, blames Chief Buthelezie for the 
violence in Natal province amid claims that its chief minister wants hegemony, a one 
party state with one man having influence over another. Mr Hanni says his 
organisation has no knowledge of the recent deaths over members of the Anzanian 
Peoples Liberation Movement (qv 5/7). His ultimate aim, for Umkhonto we Sizwe and 
elements of the South African Defence Force, is that they should merge into an 
effective fighting force. General Manlan, the defence minister should end his 
opposition. 
 
The British foreign office minister, W Waldergrave, with responsibility for South 
Africa, has praised the economic policies of the African national Congress as spelled 
out by Nelson Mandela  
 
Sun 8 
 
At the Park Lane Hilton, Nelson Mandela speaking in the hotels banqueting suit, chair 
a meeting between the leading 'notables' from the press and media. He looks fit and 
athletic and charm everyone at the meeting. 
 
Natal farmers, in the valley of the River Tala, are forced to use the harmful chemical 
spray 24D Isp -octyl Ester, used also by the American forces in Vietnam as an element 
of Agent Orange, in a chemical spray : Garlon. This causes havoc to the crops which 
produces mutant species of lettuce and strawberries. 
 
Legal action, against seventeen chemical firms, including British based ICI, has been 
ruled out. The firms, many of them with a small production capacity, will pay £250, 
000 compensation which will bankrupt them. Alternatively the firms will pay for 
newspaper adverts that deny their products are the cause of birth defects or that they 
are dangerous.  
 
An application has been made by Richard Bay Minerals, wish is part owned by Rio 
Tinto Zinc, to mine titanium by dredging Lake St Lucia, which is protected by a sand 
bar from the Indian Ocean. This location is home to three hundred and sixty seven 
species of bird life. The lake is famous for the pink back pelicans that frequent the 
area. The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, in Switzerland condemned the proposal. 



A company spokesman Dr Goehals, says the environment will be protected and seven 
hundred jobs will be created. 
 
A deal, hammered out between the Congress and a committee in Pretoria to end the 
armed struggle, has been endorsed by Nelson Mandela. This move by by the liberation 
movement is in return for the release of political prisoners. Thus removing the last 
hurdle, for all concerned,  to move a stage forward and begin peace negotiations. 
 
The argument put forward by Mrs Thatcher that there is no need for a constitutional 
assembly, would anger the white population, if this came before any constitutional 
changes had been agreed at the 4/7 meeting. This would have been seen as a reward 
for the work Mandela has dome during his week in London. -  
 
Looking to the future, returning from the world tour, which the apartheid media 
reported in a negative fashion, Nelson Mandela faces his greatest test : that of social 
transformation. Has the world opinion of South Africa changed? Now that the African 
National Congress is more recognised? On balance the writer feels that Congress has 
taken the lead and is seen to speak for the majority population. Fund raising, for their 
diplomatic offensive is excellent. The sanctions debate is more influenced  by the 
thoughts of Nelson Mandela than those of de Klerk. Initiatives by the president (qv 
2/2) announced the need for a quick response from the African National Congress. 
 
The situation, at this time, six months after de Klerk 's parliamentary speech that freed  
Nelson Mandela, Congress can now slow down the pace of progress to their own 
timing. The president is unhappy with the 'less haste more speed'' scenario as the 
white right are on the offensive, as seen by the recent bombings(qv 6/7). The African 
national Congress still face massive logistical problems : scattered exiles, no internal 
headquarters and the need to find employment for those returning. - A Sampson -  
 
Mon 9 
 
Doctor Alan Boesak, involved with the controversial move to merge the two wings of 
the coloured wing of the Dutch Reform Church. This, his own church has 500, 000 
Coloured members. From the black population, 900, 000, who are also isolated from 
the 1.5m whites who belong to the Dutch Reform Church, which is said to be the 
'National Party at prayer'.  
 
The minister has been forced to resign after allegations, now known to be true, of an 
extra marital affair with Elenor Botha, the niece of the former cabinet minister and 
provincial Stoffel Botha. 
 
A media leak, by the Sunday Tribune newspaper, reports that the African National 
Congress and the government have agreed to form a government of national unity. 
 
Police have arrested three members of the force, D Stopforth, D Routenberg and L 
Veedenamiinin connection with the 6/7 bomb attacks. All those detained were known 
to have right wing sympathies.  
 
 



Tues 10, 
 
Letter   I Samkuva, Unita representative, London a reply to the 5/7 letter 
from the Luanda government representative. Luanda's proposals provide no alternative 
programme to feed the starving people of Angola. Therefore many people will die. 
 
Jonas Savimbi's Unita rebels yesterday named a new delegation to peace talks to end 
their 15 year civil war with Angola's government. - Reuters -  
 
Wed 11 
 
Police swoop on a house in a suburb of Johannesburg and find the weapons stolen 
from military bases recently. There were three arrests, bringing to twelve the people 
detained in the last seventy two hours. Measures, under the Internal Security Act, were 
used to continue to detain nine of those found in the city. 
 
Thurs 12 
 
There was a low key reception for Nelson Mandela when he arrived in Kenya, : an 
early arrival home for medical treatment? 
 
One person has died as the bulldozers moved in to flatten Phola Park, a squatter camp 
attached to the white suburb of Alberton, near Johannesburg. 
 
Round two of the MNR / government peace talks (qv 15/6) are due to commence in 
Rome. The venue is the headquarters of the Santo Egidio Community. The 
government team is led by he transport minister, A Guebuza, who is in talks with R 
Domingo, the rebel's foreign affairs spokesman. Also present are observers from the 
European Community and the host nation. The Catholic bishop of Beira, J Cancalves 
acts as chairman. A statement speaks of 'all sides being a family.' There are no claims 
or demands from the MNR. 
 
Lenox Mangabane, a former ANC guerilla, hired by South African agents to till ANC 
members, has been sentenced to seven years imprisonment in Botswana on 7 counts 
of attempted murder and unlawful possession of arms and ammunition.- Reuters -  
 
Wyanard Malan, one of three leaders of the South African Democratic Party, resigned 
yesterday saying the end of apartheid for which he was working for was 'irreversibly 
on the way out. - Reuters -  
 
Fri 13 
 
The wives of dissidents, held in Kenya, appeal to Nelson Mandela to intervene on 
their behalf with the Nairobi government. They liken his detention, for demanding 
multi party democracy, to the situation today in Kenya. 
 
President Moi's office organise a rally in support of the Congress leader in the capitals 
sports stadium.  
 
 



Sat 14 
 
The Angolon foreign minister, P de Castro van Duem, claims that besides aiding 
Unita with military hardware American technicians are advising the rebels, inside 
Angola, which is frustrating the peace process.  
 
When meeting in Portugal, with the countries president, dos Santos will meet the rebel 
delegation. Plans to cut corruption in Angola will aid the economy. 
An eight hundred and fifty page report has been published into why members of the 
Welsh Rugby Union went to play matches in South Africa during that countries 
centenary celebrations. This follows the resignation of two members of the executive 
committee of the Welsh Rugby Union board in 1989 (qv 7/10). 
 
Sun 15 
 
Chief Buthelezie, an interview, he is not at all happy about questions concerning the 
relationship between the police in Natal and there closeness to members of the South 
African Defence Force. Also, unsure whether the African National Congress would be 
welcome or protected in the province. The Midlands region representative Harry 
Gwela for Congress says any negotiations with his organisation would be only to give 
Inkatha free reign in the province. 
 
The 'so called' caring Zulu administration has been shown up for what it is as Steve 
Sithebe, the KwaZulu Natal interior minister, arrives three hours late at Mpaphomeni 
village. The interior minister arrived as an unwelcome guest, who had been ordered to 
attend to meet Inkatha party dissenters. After the meeting there were minor scuffles as 
the minister was led away by his minders. 
 
Letter,   W Davis Oxfam chairman despite the damage, by the use of 
pesticides (qv 8/7) the number of the black population who work on the land is on the 
increase. An estimate, by the International Labour Organisation, that the use of 
chemicals causes 1, 600 deaths / year is noted. There is need for an education 
programme directed at these farm hands. Membership of a union by a labourer, is 
looked on unfavourably by a farm owner. 
 
The resignation of the Reverend A Boesak (qv 9/7) comes at an emotional time for 
him as the anti apartheid campaigner is pushed from the centre stage by the political 
resurgence of Nelson Mandela and members of the African national Congress. The 
cleric is most aggrieved as the United Democratic Front, of which he was one of the 
founding members, sees its popularity overtaken by events. 
 
The limelight now falls on 'his lady' Elanor Botha who is a television producer, who 
was brought up in a strict manor at the height of the apartheid regime. She has now 
turned away from all she was taught. Now observing South African life 'through the 
eyes of the oppressed.' In this new life The clerics mistress now has to seek new 
friends for solace or fall back on the magnetism of her lover. 
 
The Reverend Boesak was born in the town of Kokmas in Cape Province in 1946. 
Ordained into the Dutch Reformed Church's theological college in Belville in Cape 



Town at the age of 23. After gaining his degree in theology he campaigned against the 
splitting in two of his Church in 1976.  
 
In 1982, he was elected president of the World Council of Churches, although at this 
time, he has ended his clerical role. He remains politically active. 
 
Mon 16 
 
Right wing elements, of the white community, have been on the attack over the last 
forty eight hours. During this time two deaths occurred. One was a hotel waiter in the 
Florida suburb of Johannesburg. The second death : after a hand grenade was thrown 
in the town of Roodeport west of the city. Both deaths were multi racial in nature as 
the happened in a well defined Conservative Party supporting area. 
 
The home of the recently detained, and then released, H Binnie a member of the AWB 
who is accused of involvement in the recent spate of bomb attacks, has been fire 
bombed. Although the attack seems motiveless some see it as a warning 'not to tell 
tales. 
 
Ulundi, the capital of KwaZulu, the provincial capital, is the venue for a press 
conference hosted by Chief Buthelezie. The Inkatha Party chairman announces that 
the party is now open to all races. From this time it will move away from being a 
liberation movement to becoming a fully fledged political party.  
 
In making this transition, Natal's chief minister announces that the party he now leads 
is unhappy with two clauses of the Harare Declaration : the call for the formation of 
an interim government along with the planned constitutional assembly. His argument 
is that 'you should know what a constitution is before any voting takes place'. 
 
The funerals of Muntu Myeza, a member of the Anzanian People's Liberation Army 
and Sam Mobile, a prominent journalist, have taken place in Soweto where they were 
shot ten days ago. 
 
The Reverend Alan Boersak, who resigned his church posts, after an alleged affair 
with a white married women, will reconsider his position during a 3 week leave of 
absence his lawyer said yesterday. - AP -  
 
Tues 17 
 
Successful picketing, by the campaigning  groups End Loans to South Africa and the 
World Gold Commission, of Ratners to stop the company using gold exported by the 
apartheid regime has taken place in London.  
 
The companies deputy managing director of the worlds 's largest jewellery company, 
Vic Ratner, said that fifty eight percent of the gold the company uses comes from 
Italy. Official government figures show that ninety one percent of Italy' s gold is 
sourced from within the apartheid state. 
 



Following the surprise resignation from the Democratic Party the future of the party is 
in crisis (qv 6/6). Following the Umlazi bye election, where the candidate lost his 
deposit with only ten per cent of the vote, there are decisions to be made. Should the 
party continue to split the National Party vote, move toward the policies of the 
National Party or stand in the forthcoming Rundburg contest after the resignation of 
W Malon on 12/7?  Why is there a need for token leadership to end the uncertainty? 
One factor for consideration : party members who are also members of of the 
Broederbond angers those Democrats who are not.  
 
Wed 18 
 
Other issues cause Angolan starvation (qv 10/7). 
 
Letter,   B Davidson North Wooten Somerset  Unita subversion, aided by the 
Americans and the apartheid state seen as a legacy of Portuguese colonialism. The 
writer has spent time, from 1984, inside the country. 
 
Monsignor Laurence Patrick Henry (56) has been named as the new Catholic Bishop 
of Cape Town. A Cape Town native of mixed race. He succeeds Archbishop S Naido. 
AP  
 
Thurs 19 
 
1The homecoming of Nelson Mandela who, he says, 'feels like a boy of 35', is delayed 
by three hours after a bomb scare in Maputo. There was an immediate claim that the 
international  community gave the African National Congress “unanimous support” 
His return was marred by faction fighting in Natal. 
 
In the latest outbreak, near Durban, sixteen people died. The attackers were presumed 
to be supporters of Chief Buthelezie. The dead were ambushed in a bus on 17/7 by 
Inkatha party rivals. Residents of Mishayazafe and Inanda squatter camps also battled 
each other. There has been calls for an inquiry after allegations of collusion between 
the police and the killers. 
 
The British prime minister M Thatcher has given an an interview to the Johannesburg 
Star. Speaking, mainly to the countries white population the government leader calls 
on them to trust Nelson Mandela. There are also views on the apartheid state and its 
divided community, and shows the real differences between the life of the rural black 
and his 'brother' in the city. 
 
The same views are also promulgated in the novel 'And They Don't Die' by L Ngcob. 
Priced at £4.99 and published by Virgo. The author went into self exile in Swaziland, 
from her Durban home, in 1963 as members of the security forces arrived to detain 
her. In 1969 she moved to London. 
 
Fri 20 
 
Jo Slovo, chairman of the South African Communist Party, speaking on a radio phone 
in programme, defends himself and his movement against all comers. There are 



questions on the party being instigators of violence : connections to the Soviets : the 
effectiveness of communism over capitalism and as regards managing the economy 
and the damage to the Boer Republic. 
 
Two right wing members of the white population, A Smith the lawyer of Eugene 
Terreblanche leader of the AWB and Joe Roesh, have been released from jail. They 
were both detained over the recent violence in Johannesburg (qv 16/7). 
 
More than six thousand Soviet citizens have applied to emigrate to the country since 
2/90. The hopeful influx, according to the Soviet ambassador in Helsinki, was due to 
Moscow's relaxing the rules for those wanting to leave as well as economic problems.  
authors note : source unrecorded.  
 
President F W de Klerk and ANC leader, Nelson Mandela, met for one hour in 
Johannesburg yesterday and agreed to open a second round of talks. - AP -  
 
Sun 22 
 
Student, A Botha aged twenty and C Campbell two years older, produce rag doll 
effigies of Winnie Mandela which sell at twenty three pounds. Such is the interest, 
they are selling well, that a large toy company has made an offer their production and 
sale. A percentage of the selling price will then be used to fund the two students of 
their education. Congress is not amused, and orders a halt to the dolls production, till 
a clarification is sought. 
 
An Urban Foundation report, by Anne Bernstein, the executive director, forecasts 
massive democratic changes in central conurbations of Pretoria in the north and the 
Johannesburg / Witwatersrand 'hub along with the area round Vereeing, commonly 
known as the PWV region.  
 
The population of the PWV, as of this time, is sixteen and a half million. The 
population, in the cities of Cape Town and Durban will reach seven million. Cities 
will become grey areas, as more people move in from the rural areas. This will be a 
culture shock for the whites, who are non only with their president's political changes 
but the end of the colonial life style by the year two thousand. 
 
By the year two thousand and twenty the black population will rise to seventy million 
and the black / white ratio will be : 1990 5 : 1, 2000 8 : 1 and 2010 9 ; 1. The 
Afrikaner population will be 5.8% of the whole population. This can be blamed on the 
early years of apartheid. All non essential blacks were sent to the homelands. With the 
ending of the legal obstacles many of the black population began moving to the cities. 
This lead to the rise of the squatter camps and the rise in Nationalist violence.  
 
Black workers at the Mercedes Benz factory, near East London in Cape Province, 
presented Nelson Mandela with £60, 000 Mercedes 500 which they have purchased by 
working on unpaid overtime each day for one month. - OBS, Worldwatch  page 11 C 8 -  
 
 



Mon 23 
 
Despite a large number of African National Congress guerillas being detained as well 
as the finding of a large cache of armaments being located Walter Sisulu indicates that 
there will be let up in the continuing negotiations with the government. 
 
According to the Johannesburg Sunday Times newspaper those captured by the 
security forces were a secret group  of fighters loyal to the South African Communist 
Party. This separate force were being trained in the art of assassination. The papers 
speculation is based on a remark made by C Hani, on 18/7. Speaking at the University 
of the Transki he noted that “the struggle goes on”. 
 
There was a bomb attack, presumably carried out by members of a right wing 
organisation, on the Bloomfontein office of the National Party. The one pound of 
explosives used in the explosion caused only damage to the building rather than to 
people. 
 
Tues 24 
 
Mr Jo Slovo, commenting on Chris Hani's remarks on 23/7 issues no denial of the 
existence of the major input that the members of the South African Communist Party 
make in the military wing of the African National Congress. Further to this he 
indicated that any military action, by Umkhonto we Sizwe, would have been 
sanctioned by the Congress's national executive. 
 
Any talk of plots and of an attempt to overthrow the government are scare tactics put 
about by the apartheid government on the eve of the parties first legal rally inside the 
country. In response members of the National Party have laid treason charges against 
the leader of the South African Communist Party, Chris Hani. 
 
There has been clashes between members of Inkatha and its chief rival throughout 
Natal province. The main incident was in Sebokeng township, after a rally in its 
soccer stadium, where twenty four people died. The incident was sparked by as a 
group of Congress of South African Trade Union members throwing stones. This led 
to clashes with the police. 
 
Tension was further heightened after the police apparently allowed Inkatha supporters 
access to weapons. This clash, and the many others, is seen as an attempt to force a 
place for Chief Buthelezie at the negotiating table. 
 
In an attempt to prevent president Bush from meeting with de Klerk, thus drawing 
attention to detentions without trial Congress member B Jabulani Ximba seeks 
political asylum in the American consulate in Durban. 
 
Thurs 26 
 
Doctor A Boesak confirms that he will resign from all his local clerical commitments 
after he was 'found out' (qv 9/7). He will continue as the president of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches. Archbishop Tutu rules that the Anglican clergy 



should not join political parties. This announcement angers the former secretary 
general of the Roman Catholic Church, S Mkhatsha who says there is “a God given 
right,”to do so. Even Congress's director of Chaplin' s, says “God Is the African 
National Congress.” 
 
Five more members of the African National Congress including, Joe Modesie, 
commander of Umkhonto we Sizwe, Jo Slowo, A Nzo Congress general secretary and 
Thabo Mbeki secretary if international affairs will join Nelson Mandela around the 
table when talks with the government resume. 
 
Denial of the claims, by police of any plot by the African National Congress/ 
Umkhonto we Sizwe  plot (qv 23/7). The guerillas were acting under 'old' instructions, 
which dated from a time before the Mandela/de Klerk agreement of 5/90 at Grooter 
Schrueer. 
 
A security clampdown by the police, around the Sathyandranath township, nets Mac 
Maharaji a national executive member of the Congress as well as the South African 
Communist Party. The location is adjacent to the Mayflower suburb of Johannesburg. 
The activist was held under section 29 of the Internal Security Act as well as all the 
others detained. 
 
Among those missed by the police was Ronnie Kasrills, the head of the intelligence 
service. He is also a member of the Communist Party. 
 
The determination by the police, to hunt communists could possibly show some ill 
conceived Congress/Communist secret agenda of armed insurrection. This parallels a 
pre war split between the two organisations which was mended during the Rivoena 
trial speech by Nelson Mandela in 1964. 
 
Fri 27 
 
Ronnie Kassrilss (qv 26/7) meets the press at a Johannesburg cafe. He is a wanted 
man, according to the South African police department. The authorities want to 
question him about the alleged plot to overthrow the Pretoria regime and hatched by 
the communists (qv 23/7). 
 
The code name given to the plot : Operation Vula was planned in 5/90 at Tongaat in 
Natal province. Assistance would also be given from overseas members of the 
Communist Party, who would be smuggled into province. 
 
The police information was gleaned from four thousand pages lifted from computer 
files which also held other incriminating evidence. The hunted man claims that the 
seized papers were of a revolutionary theory  and similar in significance to the theory 
documents seized by them in 1964. It was such papers : Operation Mayabuyd that 
convicted  the leading members of the liberation movement at that time. 
 
There was two hour meeting, in Pretoria, between Mandela and de Klerk to discuss 
the recent detentions and the significance of the papers seized in Operation Vula. 
 



After two days of faction fighting, in Ermelo township to the east of 
Johannesburg,many residents were killed and injured. 
 
Leader Comment, A Mesh of Deception plots and counter plots? Is there a South 
African Communist Party plan to take over? Could the security forces exercise 
restraint?, despite being indicated in 1, 600 deaths in Natal' s faction fighting during 
the period 1 – 6/90. There has been no deaths attributed to members of the ANC. 
 
Sat 28 
 
President de Klerk asks that Jo Slovo is not included as part of the African national 
Congress's negotiation team for the next round of talks. These will begin on 6/8. This 
move comes after the alleged Operation Vula revelations (qv 27/7). Of particular 
concern to the government were Solvo's alleged remarks at the Tongat meeting. It is 
reported that the communist leader remarked that “he would not be bound by the 
cease fire agreement.” 
 
The African Confidential magazine, published in London, some of those named as 
being at the legal launch of the South African Communist Party, C Ramaphosa and 
Thabo Mbeki, will not be attending the Soweto launch rally. They are not happy with 
the Parties policy. 
 
The linking of the African National Congress and the South African Communist Party 
were founded in times before the police arrests at the Riovoena Farm of the liberation 
'notables'. The recent arrests should indicate to Nelson Mandela that his first priority is 
to deal with the differences between the the two groups' 
 
Sun 29 
 
Legal launch of the South African Communist Party, in Soweto township's Orlando 
soccer stadium. Despite the recent arrests on 26/7 and the inability of Ronnie Kasrills 
to attend (qv 27/7) many of the townships residents attended the rally out of curiosity 
rather than to show allgance to the Party. 
 
An opinion poll, from Market Research Africa, show that the black population rate the 
Communist Party at number four in their order of support. However the support for 
the Congress, among the majority of this ethnic group, places it in second place.  
 
Despite being among those paraded by before the Soweto masses, as members of the 
Communist Party, two who are also members of Congress are known to criticise its 
policies. Pallo Jordan, information officer, disagrees with the Stalinist way that party 
leader Jo Slovo runs the Party : even when it is well known that the Russian leader 
was well versed in the abuse of the Soviets peoples human rights. 
 
Another critic socialist leaning and Muslim F Essac accuses the Party of being run on 
authoritarian practices and reneging on its promise to become more democratic and 
not become totalitarian in nature. 
 
 



Mon 30 
 
There were at at least forty five thousand at the rally to launch the South African 
Communist Party in the main soccer stadium in Soweto (qv 29/7). On the stage were 
twenty two members of the interim leadership. These included C Dhalamini the vice 
president of the Congress of South African Trade Unions, M Mayekiso the general 
secretary of the National Union of Mineworkers. Both men are likely due 
advancement within the party structure as time progresses.  
 
Eight of that number are also on the national executive of the African National 
Congress. Nelson Mandela offered his full support to Jo Slovo by indicating that he 
will remain a member of the delegation to meet with de Klerk for round two of the on 
going peace negotiations.  Proof has been provided that the communist was abroad 
when Operation Vula was being planned. 
 
Tues 31 
 
The legal advisor to Congress, P Maduna, who survived a machete and being shot six 
times, was also in the Orlando stadium is Soweto. The attackers were known as hired 
killers and were probably sent by he government to assassinate him. He was a member 
of the 5/90 team that set up the joint committee to settle the differences over the 
armed struggle. 
 
The government retract its allegations concerning Joe Slovo and the alleged coup plot. 
Pretoria now says that the Tonga meeting (qv 27/7) was planned for the launch of the 
South African Communist party. 
 
President de Klerk has taken his cabinet away for a two day preparation meeting 
before the forthcoming talks with Nelson Mandela, on 1/8. The two full delegations 
will then join their leaders on 6/8. 
 
A twenty five pound car bomb has been found, and defused, in Pretoria. The explosive 
device is presumed to be an attempt to destabilise the forthcoming negotiations and 
was planted by elements of the right wing Afrikaner group. 
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Wed 1 
 
The Johannesburg Business Daily newspaper has dubbed the Slovo/government 
overthrow plot ‘Keystone Cops 2’ The paper now expects that Jo Slovo will be 
dropped by the South African Communist Party. 
 
The Pan African Congress claim members of its military wing, the Anzanian Peoples 
Army and elements of the South African Defence Force have clashed in 
Bophuthatswana. This was denied by a military spokesman. 
 
Anglican priest, D Toro, a conciseness objector has been jailed for 12 months for his 
refusal to serve in the military. This comes after the appeal court rules that magistrates 
need not impose a maximum sentence of thirty six  months. The sentence was 
described as “severe” by D Burchman, the Archbishop of Johannesburg. 
 
The former Olympic champion Sebastian Coe, aged thirty three, who is prospective 
Conservative candidate for Falmouth and Camborme has accepted an invitation to 
visit South Africa for speaking engagements. - GDN, page 2 C 5 -  
 
Thurs 2 
 
Round two of the Groote Schuur talks are saved as de Klerk retracts his demand that J 
Slovo be removed from the African National Congress’s negotiating team after his 
rumoured association with a government overthrow plot. Also Nelson Mandela's 
remarks that members of the Congress and the Umkhonto we Sizwe are committed to 
peaceful talks and solutions went some way to change the presidents mind. 
 
After the 3/7 announcement that the Civil Corporation Bureau has been shut down 
critics are not shocked by at the significance of the announcement of the retirement of 
General J Geldenhutys, the Chief of the Defence Staff, and ultimate head of the 
Bureau. The new chief of the defence staff will be A J 'Cat' Liebenberg. 
 
Insight into the thinking of the white right wing, with special reference to the AWB 
and its leader, of sixteen years, Eugene Terreblanche. 
 
Sun 5 
 
Race politics live on but : mixed race’ families move into areas of housing that were 
formerly for whites only. One such area is Homestead Park, a suburb of Johannesburg. 
The whites in this area are outnumbered now that 180 ‘mixed race’ families have 
taken up residence illegally. The whites only occupy sixty two  out of two hundred 
and forty two plots. 
 



Much of the repressive legislation remains, or the house prices are pitched way above 
the incomes that the ‘squatters’ could afford. Pretoria buses were deregulated fourteen  
days ago, but the price is prohibitive for the ‘illegal’ although the white parents take 
their children to schools, in Homestead Park that are part empty. 
 
Preparing for a ‘last stand,’ partition, Transvaal farmers. Among this group are 
seventy right wing groups, which include eight paramilitary forces, twenty nine 
terrorist units made up of two or four man cells. Overall there are five hundred and 
fifty extremists ready for action - W M Booyse, risk analyst : specialising in right wing threats   
 
Mon 6 
 
Weekend lawyers conference,  Nelson Mandela is still sticking out for a transitional 
government. The reasoning : the National Party cannot be and negotiate the new 
government. High hopes for round two of Government/Congress talks. There hopes of  
finding solutions to the faction fighting in Natal, to end the state of emergency in the 
province, the repeal of the Internal Security Act and the return home of political 
exiles. 
 
Sir Richard Renwick aged fifty two, Britain’s ambassador to Pretoria since 1977 is a 
career diplomat who had many contacts throughout the townships, within the African 
National Congress and the National Party, all with the blessing of the Thatcher 
government - an appreciation -  
 
Thatcher links the main liberation movement in South Africa with the Irish 
Republican Army active in Northern Ireland when  speaking at a Vancouver summit. 
 
Tues 7 
 
Mitigation stage in the trial of J Richardson, concerning his involvement in the 
murder of Stompie Moketsie, begins. Evidence from  Midge Doepal a clinical 
psychologist supports the theory that the man was under the influence of Winnie 
Mandela : even lying to protect her. According to the expert Mr Richardson has a 
“mixed personality disorder.” 
 
News item. The second round of ANC/government talks begin at 9.20am and proceed 
late into the night for a total of fifteen hours.-  BBC Radio 4 -  
 
Transvaal faction fighting in Kagiso township near the town of Krugersdorf in the 
West Rand kills ten. This brings the number of dead to forty five, in the past fourteen 
days. Natal ‘guest workers’ clash with residents of the township who are  supporters 
of Nelson Mandela. 
 
Three phosphorus grenades were thrown at the offices of an independent daily 
newspaper - The Namibian - in Windhoek. The editor, Gwen Lister said she presumed 
it was related to a report on an alleged attempted coup published last week. - AP -  
 
 



Wed 8 
 
The African National Congress agree to end the armed struggle of the last thirty years. 
In return the government will look again at the state of emergency in Natal, consider 
aspects of the Internal Security Act. There is also a commitment, by Pretoria, to the 
release of political prisoners on 1/9. and allow the return of exiles to begin on 1/10. 
 
Threats by the Pan African Congress leadership to forestall the Accord with increased 
military action were dismissed by Jo Slovo and A Nzo, the general secretary of the 
Congress 
 
High rents, in Worcester, a town in Cape Province, leads to confrontation between a 
crowd of twenty thousand and the riot police.  
 
Free for only six months, the scandals that entrap Nelson and Winnie Mandela, could 
come straight from a Hollywood script : the influence of Winnie Mandela in the 
killing of Stompie Moketsie, her influence on twenty two alleged murders carried out 
by members of the Winnie Mandela Football Club. 
 
Nelson Mandela’s remarks re the Irish freedom struggle and support and patronage of 
Gadafi and Arrafat in Libya and Palestine respectively - a review by Charles Zwane. 
 
Thurs 9 
 
The judge, presiding in the trial of Jerry Richardson (qv 7/8), rejects any mitigating 
evidence from the defence. He then sentences Mr Richardson to death for the killing 
of S Moketsie.  
 
The passing of the death penalty is unlikely to culminate in the physical death of Mr 
Richardson, following the 2/90 announcement by de Klerk. The convicted killer is 
more likely to serve a long prison sentence. The question is now what part did Winnie 
Mandela play in the boys death? Will she herself be prosecuted? 
 
Fri 10 
 
Port Elizabeth violence, over three days of conflict thirty three people have died in a 
protest over the councils decision to put in place a rent rise. Officials from the African 
National Congress are trying to cool the situation. 
 
Sat 11 
 
Winnie Mandela contends that the suspension of the armed struggle is only a strategic 
move and that violence will continue. These remarks were made at the relaunch of the 
African National Congress’s Women’s League, in Durban on 9/8. Here comments 
were were dismissed by W Sisulu who said that the remarks were a mistake.  A 
United Democratic Front spokesman, A Gumede, said that suspension of the armed 
struggle would be a mistake unless the South African Defence Force made a similar 
commitment to end their violence in the townships. 
 



The death toll in the Port Elizabeth area (qv 10/8) has risen to forty. In the town of 
Welkom, in the Orange Free State, two people have been held following the recent 
mine deaths and on 8/8 three more deaths occurred after clashes with members of the 
mine security force. The incident that sparked the clashes was the refusal of the black 
workers to bring down a flag of the South African Communist party that the crowd 
had flown. 
 
Meanwhile in Soweto there were clashes, and deaths, between loyalists of the African 
National Congress and Inkatha on 10/8.. Fear of violence spreading to the city  of 
Johannesburg is seen through the eyes of A Colman the founder of the Detained 
Persons Group, M Carneyan immigrant from 1986, a farmer and town resident E 
Leach. 
 
Sun 12 
 
The suspension of violence, by Congress, seems to have lessened the security 
alertness in the country and now that the country has an international acclaimed 
statesman in Nelson Mandela nothing will be done by the government to embarrass 
him, not even the prosecution of his wife for alleged involvement with the killing f S 
Moketsie. 
 
Further meetings will be held between the African National Congress and the 
government’s Joint Commission for problem solving and outbreaks of non 
attributable incidents (qv Port Elizabeth 10/8). The commission will be manned by 
ninety six police officers who their fellow negotiators  say can be trusted. The round 
three of full negotiation talks, at Groote Schuur, will be preceded by the commission 
dealing issue by issue with problems. There then would be a referendum on the 
decisions made before a constitutional assembly comes into being. 
 
Mon 13 
 
Ten people have died in Sebokeng township in what is presumed to be an outbreak if 
faction fighting. The incident occurred after a Congress delegation refused to attend 
joint a township rally called by Inkatha.  
 
Political shootings claim four lives in Weeslton in the Eastern Transvaal. In Natal 
province there were two deaths in KwaMashu township and Umlaxi. A taxi rank in 
Johannesburg was bombed, presumably by members of a right wing organisation, in 
which twelve people were injured. 
 
Tues 14 
 
An accord, on lifting sanctions, has been intimated at by Nelson Mandela if the 
government give an indication of setting up a non racial constitution. Their previous 
stance was that constitution would have to be enacted first.  
 
The chairman of South African Non Racial Olympic Committee, Sam Ransammy (qv) 
is hopeful of full sporting contacts being established between South Africa and the 
international community. He was speaking after a nine day fact finding visit to the 



country and before he travelled to Harare to report to a meeting of the National 
Olympic Committee. 
 
Mozambican government representatives and leaders of the MNR rebel s have held a 
new round of secret talks in Rome, an Italian spokesman said yesterday. He reported 
further progress since the first direct talks in the 13 year war were held in 6/90 - AP - 
 
Wed 15 
 
President F W de Klerk scored a diplomatic breakthrough yesterday by establishing 
economic ties with Madagascar , a bitter critic of apartheid. The two nations are to 
open economic and trade offices and start air links by 9/90. - AP -  
 
Thurs 16 
 
Faction fighting has broken out in Kathlehong township between members of the Zulu 
and Xhosa peoples. The death toll was one hundred and twenty. 
 
Fri 17 
 
At an extended nine day central committee meeting of Frelimo, which was due to 
meet only for two days, and finished its business on 15/8 votes to end its monopoly of 
political power and allow a multi - party system. This move will allow the rebel MNR 
and other groupings to take part in the forthcoming general election in 1991. The only 
stipulation that Frelimo make is that contesting parties can muster one thousand one 
hundred eligible voters for support. That is one hundred named supporters in each of 
Mozambique’s eleven provinces. There must be a commitment from the rebels, and 
the government, to continue peace talks that will end the civil war. 
 
The Pan African Congress meet with representatives of the business community from 
the USA who want to invest in South Africa, AMCHAM. The Pan African Congress 
's administrative secretary, Joe Mkhwanazi, accuses Nelson Mandela of being a sell-
out and working on a new constitution which is not based on a one to one vote and not 
telling the masses of progress made. This, Mr Mkwanazi says, is the real cause of the 
violence that has spread through the townships and not the faction fighting that has 
been put as the cause by the Congress or the government. The movement will 
continue the armed struggle he says. 
 
Donald Woods, former editor of the Daily Despatch newspaper and a self exile,  for 
thirteen years, whose life story is the main feature of the, film, Cry Freedom (qv) 
returns home to be greeted by a large crowd. 
 
Faction fighting reaches into Soweto township, where at least nine people die. This 
brings the number of dead, in the townships of the Eastern Vaal triangle to one 
hundred and fifty.  
 
This comes as Nelson Mandela and de Klerk hold unscheduled talks on the crisis. 
 



Leader Comment, A Time for Concord - the statesman like course would be for 
Nelson Mandela to meet Chief Buthelezie to show a common front for the good of “a 
greater South Africa.” 
 
Sat 18 
 
After the de Klerk/Mandela meeting (qv 17/8) they fail to find a formula to end the 
faction fighting, which is now spreading, and the number of deaths, since 13/8 has 
risen to one hundred and seventy. One decision that was made, that the government 
agreed with the ANC that a Police Joint Committee would be set up. This comes 
despite the claim, from the ANC, that the police  were supporting Inkatha, in its 
attempts to rid the townships of Mandela supporters. 
 
Sun 19 
 
Eye witness accounts, by the Reverend D Nkwe, of police complicity with Inkatha 
violence in Soweto. The American ‘Rap music’ scene is centred on the two thousand 
strong Coloured community in Cape Town. Although they do not dress as flash as 
their USA counterparts., the DJ’s are trying to Africanise the music. 
 
Detailing the a week of violence in the townships of the Transvaal, due to clashes 
between Inkatha and supporters of the African National Congress. 
 
Cartoon “I dreamt Mrs Thatcher demanded SANCTIONS” says Nelson to Winnie 
Mandela : not against the apartheid state rather the Arab word – see opposite page 90 - 
 
Tues 21 
 
The top three, in the hierarchy of the Congress : Chris Hani, Ronnie Kasrills and Mark 
Maharaj, have lost their indemnity from prosecution, thus putting any further peace 
negotiations in jeopardy. 
 
The township of Kwathelma, east of Johannesburg, is the latest scene of an outbreak 
of faction fighting, The turmoil left twenty one dead, since 19/8, bringing the death 
total : in the Vaal triangle to three hundred and sixty five, in a seven day period. As is 
the cause of much of the township violence, the clashes were between residents of two 
hostels, each housing supporters of Inkatha and the African National Congress. 
 
Wed 22 
 
Talks between, on the government side A Vlok the minister of labour, accompanied 
by Pik Botha, the foreign minister and Chief Buthelezie and the leader of the Transki 
homeland, General Holomasie have taken place. Their purpose was to understand the 
increase in ethical violence in the Transvaal- where four hundred and six people have 
died in the last ten days. At the end of the meeting a statement was issued which 
called for an end to the violence and a plea to Congress  to resume talks.  
 
In a separate statement, at the end of the meeting, Chief Buthelezie accuses the 
Congress of profiteering from the deaths. General Holomasie, an Xhosa speaking 



African National Congress supporter, gives impressive intelligence of police 
complicity  behind Inkatha. He would not stand by and see the ‘brothers’ unprotected 
 
By unanimous vote the national executive of Congress Winnie Mandela has been 
appointed as head of the social welfare department. The move comes despite the 
possibility of criminal charges being laid against her (qv 9/8). All levels of Congress 
express their loyalty in the wife of Nelson Mandela. 
 
Evidence is expected to show that the murder, in 1986, of Dr and Mrs F Rabino was 
instigated by members of the Civil Corporation Bureau. Mrs Florence Ravino was the 
sister of the founder? if the Pan African Congress - Robert Sobukwe. 
 
Letter, Mr M Mokomie, 21, Etherly Road, London N15 a view of township 
violence, from an exile, Causes resentment of township residents felt for migrant 
workers and vice versa. Also Chief Buthelezie’s spoiling tactics : to serve his position. 
 
Thurs 23 
 
Overnight faction fighting, in Vosloorus township in the Eastern Transvaal, brings the 
number of deaths in the province to five hundred and nine. Also eye witness accounts 
of police compliance in Kagsio township, on 21/8,  with the transporting of Inkatha 
supporters to the township by the police. 
 
Psycops operation : publishing crude leaflets designed to inflame the situation 
between supporters of the African National Congress and Inkatha. Planning and 
purchasing of red identification tokens, bandanna's, by hostel dwelling Inkatha 
supporters since 7/90. 
 
Fri 24 
 
Visit to Tokoza township by Archbishop Tutu, the Reverend F Chikane,  the general 
secretary of the South African Council of Churches and D X Mgojo the Council’s 
president to see for themselves the worst effects of faction fighting. They then go on 
to a meeting with de Klerk 
 
Kasigo township, west of Johannesburg, was the scene of a fire bomb attack the court 
building and a police patrol. Meanwhile four people were hurt when a crowd of five 
hundred surrounded a police station. There were nine arrests. 
 
The ‘struggle’ needs to return to the ideals of the Black Consciousness Movement of 
the 1970’s inspired by Steve Biko, rather than the Freedom Charter ethos of the 
Congress, says the Reverend S Mogaba of the South African Institute of Race 
Relations.  
 
Faction fighting, is it  
 
[1] an attempt by Chief Buthelezie to gain political credence at the negotiating table,  
 
[2] a government plot to break the spirit of the revolution,  



[3] the local police encouraging mischief or  
 
[4] feuding between the African National Congress/United Democratic Front alliance 
amid accusations by elements of Congress who are unhappy with impatient exiles and 
suspicious of Pretoria’s role. 
 
Mozambique’s President Joaquim Chissano said government delegates would meet 
MNR rebels in Rome for  3rd round of talks on ending the 15 year civil war. - Reuters  
 
Angolan rebels Unita said they would meet the Angolan government, probably in 
Lisbon, for a 3rd set of talks on 26/8, to end the civil war since 1975. Unita demands 
formal recognition as an opposition political movement. - Reuters s - 
 
Sat 25 
 
With these new powers police can enforce exclusion zones, detain the population 
without trial and search and seize anything that takes their eye.. The prime mover, of 
invoking the Public Service Act, was the minister of law and order, A Vlok. This 
leaves de Klerk free to continue negotiations with Nelson Mandela at a one hour 
meeting. 
 
Leader Comment, Mr De Klerk Offers His Services - the deployment of troops 
‘unthinkable’ even one year ago [are] standing between feuding groups. Buthelezie 
[is] “shooting his way to the conference table.” “I told you so.” The ultra - white right 
troop deployment help “only in the short term,” - divide and rule strategy (qv Cross-
roads squatter camp, in the mid 1980’s) 
 
To achieve political emancipation a working relationship* must be achieved between 
de Klerk, Nelson Mandela and Chief Buthelezie. 
1 
2Letter,   J Nash, Cornwall  putting the case for Buthelezie - he deserves 
recognition for starting negotiations with de Klerk, rather than going down the road of 
the armed struggle. 
 
Sun 26 
 
Battalion 32, the counter intelligence unit of the South African Defence force, is now 
deployed in twenty seven of the townships in Natal. During the last eleven days there 
has been a total of five hundred and fourteen deaths in the areas that the military are 
now patrolling.. The presence of the troops is meant to be impartial, but they are still 
under the command of the local police.  
 
The next de Klerk/ Mandela meeting will not be for some time as Mr Mandela is to 
visit Norway to attend a conference titled “Anatomy of Hate.” He will then travel 
home Libya and Algeria. 
 
There is further evidence of collusion between members of Inkatha and the police. 
Police would act as protection to the Inkatha supporters in their hostels during the day 



time. At night the police would leave the hostels while the inhabitants went about 
attacking the hostel that housed African National Congress supporters.  
 
This evidence has been supplied by a hostel dweller, Ben Soweto to the Weekly Mail 
newspaper. There was also in use a secret code - Question, What is Buthelezie doing? 
Answer, “Boring a hole in the rock” : the African National Congress. Any variant to the 
answer resulted in death. 
 
An appeal court ruling in Bloemfontein, orders the government spokesman for Lucas 
Mangapoe to resolve their differences via negotiation. They must return to the court 
for a further ruling by 11/90 if there is still no resolution of the issue. 
 
An urge for a negotiated settlement is especially relevant in these reformist times, as 
the tribe wants ruled illegal a forced resettlement one hundred and fifty miles away 
from their ancestral burial grounds which was made in 1984 (qv 14/2). Although 
elders were allowed to settle in the area, to tend the graves of their ancestors in 9/88. 
 
A truck load of arms have been found during a hostel raids in Vosloorus, Kathlehong, 
Thokosa and Kasigo townships on the West Rand area. 
 
Criticism of Bophuthatswana has come from S Ellis in the magazine, East African 
Confidential where he calls the regime governed by L Mangapo a “totalitarian 
cesspit.” 
 
Mon 27 
 
Obituary Mario Pinto de Andrade 1928 - 1990 has died in London. He was the first 
president of the MPLA in 1960 an at the forefront of the independence struggle with 
the Portuguese colonialists in Angola. He split from the rebel movement in 1974, just 
before the colonialists pulled out. For the rest of his life he lived in Guinea Bissau. 
 
Continuing hostel wars Chiefs Buthelezie's visit lead to illegal marches and the 
ultimate arrests by the police. 
 
Tues 28 
 
Soweto funerals of seven, of the one hundred and twenty six killed in the last fourteen  
days of faction fighting. In the Transvaal five hundred and fifteen township residents 
have died. In Jabulani Stadium in Soweto, a crowd of twenty thousand hear 
Archbishop Tutu speak ...“police to blame”. The police claim the credit for the 
cessation of the violence, but they are still blamed by Nelson Mandela when he spoke 
at the Oslo conference. 
 
The Goldstone Inquiry, set up after the Sebokeng township killings on 26.3.90, set up 
be de Klerk is likely to criticise the police. 
 
In the townships of Natal ten people have died in the last forty eight hours at a Inkatha 
Youth Rally in Ulundi where promises of friendship were made towards the African 
National Congress and the United Democratic Front 



District Six, an area of the Cape Flats : behind Cape Town, and home to many shanty 
towns, populated by those classified as Coloureds is facing a push from the developers 
to clear the area of these ‘slums’ to make way for desirable homes for expanding Cape 
Town. The council, developers and residents must find a solution to this growing 
problem. 
 
Wed 29 
 
A police agent, Constable J Mankge, has been found inside the Johannesburg 
headquarters of Congress Of South Africa Trade Union building. The police officer 
was searching for Gereldine Jocelyn, a member of both the African National Congress  
and the Communist Party. A press conference was called by the police to expose the 
agent and to arrest J Naido, the general secretary of the Union and Z Aids. They were 
both held on kidnap and theft charges. 
 
Piet Rudolf, the right wing ‘notable,’ since recent military style raids on bases and his 
television and video appearances, has made a plea for mercy and asked for amnesty in 
line with the stance that the Congress has taken. 
 
Unforthcoming loans to support the Daily Mail newspaper, launched on 20/6, and a 
falling circulation, to fourteen thousand per week from a launch print of thirty nine 
thousand, could see the closure of the paper by 31/8. Meanwhile the future of the 
Weekly Mail is safe as its circulation is in excess of 30,000. 
 
Angola’s government and US backed Unita rebels met in Lisbon yesterday to seek a 
way out of their deadlocked 15 year civil war. - Reuters -  
 
Thurs 30 
 
Motion for debate at the National Party’s Natal conference, opening today :“should 
duel membership with Inkatha be allowed, or what other alternatives should be made 
with Africans?” 
 
After a fierce debate, by members of Johannesburg’s City Council it was decided by a 
28 : 8 vote to allow free settlement for any race within the city. The decision was 
called premature by government minister as no legislation is in place to give 
‘protection to communities’. 
 
Social workers seek to have Winnie Mandela removed from the post as Head of the 
Social Welfare Department of the African National Congress, to which she was 
recently appointed.  
 
Court appearance for trade unionists : J Naido, S Mufamedi and B Schalk  (qv 29/8). 
They deny any kidnap attempt but are ordered to return to court on 3/10. 
 
Cartoon non white residents of the now multi racial suburbs of Johannesburg have 
one fear : of right wing neighbours.  
 
 



Fri 31 
 
The Conservative controlled Caralina Council is risking a confrontation with the 
Congress over its decision to cut services,  gas electricity and water,  to the ten 
thousand residents of Silobela township in the Eastern Transvaal. This move is an 
attempt to end the rent and services strike that has been called throughout the province 
by the Defence Campaign that has been in place since 1984/’85. 
 
Talks between a Soweto delegation, which includes C Ramaphosa  the leader of the 
National Union of Mineworkers, are being held to end the rent and services campaign 
which has cost the regions councils at least £190m [R 850m]. Loans have been 
provided by the Transvaal Transitional Administration. 
 
The decision by the African National Congress to give the job of leading a working 
group to negotiating a cease fire to Chris Hani, the Chief of Staff of the South African 
Communist Party,  has caused concerns. This comes after the government removed 
Mr Hani’s immunity from prosecution (qv Operation Vula) 
 
Namburi in Zambesia province of Mozambique, population of twenty two thousand is 
rising by 100 per day with the influx of refugees fleeing the civil war. The United 
Nations and the Maputo government agree that two hundred thousand tonnes of maize 
are needed in 1990, but only one hundred and twenty thousand has been pledged by 
the international community so fat this year. 
 
The economy of Mozambique is growing 4 - 6% per year. The death rate of children 
aged below 5 years is three to  five percent, that is 16% of children, who also suffer 
from stunted growth. 
 
The ‘spirit’ of Napararama from Alto Molocue, a village near the Malawi border with 
Mozambique, imbibes the peasants with ‘magical herbs and potions. These are a 
protection against the rebel MNR. They will not kill them, but chase them away. This 
saves injuries and causes no deaths. 
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Sat 1 
 
National Party Congress, in Durban, gives overwhelming support to de Klerks plan to 
open the membership to all races, “racial restrictions are in conflict with the Party’s 
declared point of new racial reform ” was the main thrust of the presidents argument. 
 
Responding to the changes Palo Jordon, the African National Congress’s spokesman 
said that the changes were “better late than never.” The Conservative Party leader, Dr 
Andries Treurnicht, called the day’s events “a tragic day.” 
 
Mauritius has approved the setting up of an office to promote trade with South Africa 
in a move officials said would be the first step towards establishing diplomatic ties 
with Pretoria. - Reuters - 
 
Sun 2 
 
The grass roots supporters of the Congress, show wonderment at the extent of travels 
of Nelson Mandela, when there is so much that needs to be achieved at home. These 
include running the negotiations his own way as he has the power of a great persuader 
over the correct course of action.  
 
There is talk of expulsion of the communist elements within Congress. This has come 
from the moderate elements within the movement, according to the magazine Africa 
Confidential. There is no evidence of these elements acting as a ‘bloc’ who are acting 
against the wishes of the national executive. 
 
Chris Hani, who lost his indemnity from prosecution on 21/8, has had it reinstated for 
forty one  hours so that he is able to lead the African National Congress’s delegation 
in its continuing talks with the government. 
 
Police in Sebokeng township, where twelve people died, on 26/3, will be prosecuted 
after the release of the Goldstone Inquiry  (qv 28/8) has made its report. Evidence to 
the inquiry has shown that the police used inappropriate weapons, firearms, rather 
than tear gas when facing an internal dispute 
 
Open membership, of the National Party, is based on de Klerks assumption that blacks 
will see the National Party as reformist. Conform alliances with the moderate 
Coloured Labour Party and Inkatha. The ANC and the SACP could be heading for a 
split as returning exiles, of both Parties come into conflict with township radicals. 
 
Cartoon “Welcome to the National Party” says F W de Klerk even as he puts a 
physical barrier between him and an aspiring non white member. - Independent on 
Sunday -  



Mon 3 
 
The Goldstone report (qv 2/10), will examine the level of officer control and the type 
of police officer in the front line of defence, in Sebokeng township. Many of those 
deployed were ‘specials’ with only eight weeks training and had only a poor 
education. Eighteen, out of the thirty, on duty came from the township were they were 
deployed.  
 
In response the minister of law and order says that the placing of troops or police in a 
township will be more responsible. They will not serve in their local area from now 
on.. The report is seen as a turning point in the relationship between the police and the 
judiciary. From this moment in time the judiciary is not prepared to offer a cover up 
for the excessive use of force by the police and or the army. 
 
An armed attack in the Tembisa and Thokosa townhips, surrounding Johannesburg, 
on 1/9 see twenty one dead and is seen as an attempt to stir up a new round of faction 
fighting and ethnic violence. 
 
Tues 4 
 
Closure announcement of the Daily Mail newspaper. This comes after less than three 
months after being launched. It was foreseen (qv 29/8) 
 
Wed 5 
 
Mature student Lucky Mgenge, aged 22, attending Realogile High School in 
Alexandria township, north of Johannesburg. In 1985 she was a Congress Of South 
African Trade Unions activist who was detained for a total of six months during the 
period from 6/85 - 18.6.86 then detained again for thirty months.. During this time she 
was held in solitary for a total of 14 months. Hence the delay to schooling. 
 
Thurs 6 
 
Author and playwright about the day he survived a bomb attack. Being exiled in 
Mozambique, in 1988 when as assassination attempt was made by the security forces 
of South Africa (qv 7/4). Albie Sachs, writer 
 
Fri 7 
 
The Dutch prime minister, R Lubbers, has invited the South African president F W de 
Klerk to visit the Netherlands, the foreign ministry said yesterday. - Reuters - 
 
Sat 8 
 
F W de Klerk and president Bush have their meeting, that was planned for 24/9. 
 
Random killings in Soweto township, four die, Earlier, in the township, two people 
died in an unrelated incident. In the city of Johannesburg’s Jeppe Station it has been 
reported that five commuters were killed on 6/9. 



An announcement has been made that vessels of the South African navy and the ships 
of the Zairian navy will join forces to clear sunken vessels from the Atlantic port of 
Banana. A first co - operation for the two services. 
 
Sun 9 
 
‘Skin lightening’ products that contain Hydroquinone have been banned from the 
counters in South Africa, but the manufacture for sale abroad is still to be permitted. 
The product, criticised by the medical profession and the Black Consciousness 
Movement, was supposed to inhibit the production of the pigment melanin. Melanin is 
the skin pigment that determines the ‘whiteness’ of a persons skin. Over use can bring 
the skin out in an ugly rash and bumps. 
 
The eradication of Aids must be a first priority for any majority government in South 
Africa. The new administration must overcome the populations non use of the 
condom and the Pill, when performing love making. Cases reported have reached 
three hundred and eighty six, which will be a vast underestimation of the actual 
number of cases - if the situation is any similar to cases found in the former colonies 
on the continent. Among the armed forces of Angola, Mozambique and Zimbabwe 
fifteen to fifty per cent of the military are infected with the HIV virus. 
 
Returning exiles, from the African National Congress and South West African 
Peoples Organisation, who had their training camps in Aids epidemic areas of 
Uganda, Tasmania and Zambia, which were Aids free at the time before the 
continent’s liberation wars, began, helped to spread the virus across Africa. Utag, the 
United Nations peace keeping force in Namibia, was also a cause of the spread of the 
disease. 
 
As with the National Party Congress (qv 2/9) the Democratic Party Congress, taking 
place in Johannesburg, is at a cross roads. Should it affiliate with this or that political 
grouping, Congress/National Party, or should it go its own way? There was a 
compromise agreement : to investigate all three options. 
 
Elected chairman was Zachole Beer aged sixty three. He is a former senior executive 
of the Congress, a true liberal and founder of the Progressive Party in 1959, in which 
Helen Suzman is such a leading light. The defeated candidate, for chairman, was T 
van de Merwe aged forty two, who favoured co - operating with Congress, a ‘new 
broom.’  Unlike the National Party the Democratic Party found the issue of cross 
racial memberships a bone of contention . 
 
Mon 10 
 
At an Organisation of African Unity meeting, in the Ugandan capital of Kampala, the 
committee hears Nelson Mandela with his changed view on the use of violence issue 
and reports on the progress of the peace negotiations. The Pretoria regime must curb 
the violence, of the military, or the armed struggle will recommence. 
 



Allegations of whites inciting township violence, thirteen die in Soweto, on 8/9,  and 
the death toll rises by three on 9/9. The those killed were part of a crowd that were 
remembering the dead of the 1989 uprising. 
 
Tues 11 
 
President de Klerk will consider proposals from the Anglican Church to stop claimed 
white on black township deaths, where forty nine blacks have died since 8/9. The 
Church recommends : 
 
[1] Create a separate unit, of police, with which to deal with political unrest. 
 
[2] Setting up of a Standing Committee to monitor the unrest. It will also investigate 
wrongdoing.  
 
[3] A motoring force, of respected members of the judiciary and the Church  to 
accompany the security forces into a dispute in the townships. 
 
Wed 12 
 
An angry Nelson Mandela has a meeting with de Klerk over the level of violence in 
the townships, faction fighting kills twenty four overnight in Soweto. The Congress 
leader threatens to renew the armed struggle. 
 
Eye witness account of the 10/9 fighting in Kathlehong township violence in which 
twenty are killed. The witness claims that the police were ineffective in their attempts 
to end the killing, between Zulu’s and members of the African National Congress. 
 
On his return from a fact finding mission the Dutch foreign minister to South Africa, 
H van de Broek, is expected to lift the ban on limited restrictions on new investment 
by Dutch nationals. In reply the Netherlands branch of the Anti Apartheid Movement 
says that there is no reason to lift this sanction as Nelson Mandela has not agreed to 
such a move. 
 
Lucile Gillard aged sixty two an acclaimed theatre? director, and of the same 
generation as Nardine Gordimer the novelist, and Helen Suzman, a politician, 
president of the National Council of Women : formerly the Black Sash Organisation  
and a member of the Progressive Party . Married at the age of twenty one. bore eight 
children, who’s husband died ? at the age of 39. Despite being raised as an Afrikaner 
is now living in London.  
 
She will direct the play “Curl up and Die : performed by the Tricycle Theatre group 
who are based at 269 Kilburn High Road, London NW6 - till 29/9. 
 
Thurs 13 
 
Random killing of three and the wounding of seven, in Johannesburg (qv 8/9) signs of 
Inkatha membership. Soweto four die, the number now killed in the township and in 
Johannesburg city in the forty eight hours up to 9/9 has reached one hundred and 



twenty. Hotel workers in a similar van, yellow, as the police drive. Zulu invasion of 
Tokoza township, east of Johannesburg on 11/9 “burning and shootings of residents in 
their own homes.” 
 
Government minister, Viljoen criticises the African National Congress for wanting 
intervention , by the security forces, but then complain of intrusive action. The foreign 
minister Pik Botha appeals to the United Nation’s general secretary to call on Nelson 
Mandela to meet Chief Buthelezie in an attempt to end the bloodshed. This is 
something that the executive of Congress will not let Mr Mandela do. 
 
Fri 14 
 
Terror and killings due to faction fighting, on the rail lines out of Jeppe Station and 
Ben Rose stations on the line from  Johannesburg, to the townships of Soweto and 
beyond,  has seen the number of deaths increase by twenty five to seven hundred and 
fifty seven over the last five weeks. 
 
Residents of Sebokeng and Vosloorus townships claim that there is complicity, by the 
police and some whites in the killings of residents, the removal of white body’s and 
the transporting of Inkatha supporters in the Casper transport vehicles of the military. 
Evidence of this has been published in the Uria Africa magazine, which gives rise to 
the re emergence of right wing conspiracy theories. Among other evidence Uria Africa 
magazine alleges that two hundred Inkatha supporters had been flown from KwaZulu 
Natal province for training. 
 
The political analysts, Professor W Kleynhans claims that the National Party, by their 
Congress decision to open membership to all races (qv 1/9) is an act of 
misrepresentation. In defiance of the National Party constitution, which states, that 
Party members must live within the parliamentary constitution in which they will 
vote. As of now parliamentary constitutions do not cover the townships. What is more 
likely to happen is a de facto alliance with the Congress, giving the ethnic majority a 
say in the run up constitutional changes. This could take the form of a multi racial 
cabinet, but the electorate having no say. 
 
Mandela’s successor will be Thabo Mbeki aged forty eight, gained a MA Economics 
Sussex University. He will be challenged for the top post by C Hani. C Ramaphosa 
aged thirty seven was highlighted but has now slipped from the succession race for no 
apparent reason. 
 
United Democratic Front high fliers include, Patrick’ Terror’ Lekota, Popo Molefe. a 
defendant in the Delmas trial (qv) and who are Congress convenor in southern Natal 
and chairman of the Congress branch in Alexandria township, respectively. Murphy 
Marobo, has fallen foul of Winnie Mandela over the Stompie Moketsie murder and 
associated allegations. 
 
Notables from the National Party, Baron du Plesus aged fifty the finance minister. 
Doctor Gerrit Vilgoen aged sixty four may retire. Other ‘notables’ on the political 
field - Oscar Dhlomo, the former second in command in the Inkatha Freedom Party 
who left to join Congress,  a movement he has high regard for. The former MP F van 



Zyl Slabbert, a man with a brilliant brain, who was proved correct when he said that 
the present parliament would  “cease to be relevant.” 
 
There will be no change in South Africa’s isolation in the world of international sport. 
This was made clear after a meeting of the International Olympic Committee. Change 
would only come about until the political system had been reformed. What will 
happen, at the African Olympic Committee meeting in Harare in 11/90 is a discussion 
of ways to help less favoured sports. Later, at an International Olympic Committee 
meeting in Lillehammer in 12/90 the International Amateur Athletic Federation 
president Nebiolo will be asked to drop a meeting with separate race groups before the 
International Olympic Committee meeting in 11/90. 
 
Sat 15 
 
Crisis meeting, involving Nelson Mandela and de Klerk, sees de Klerk in agreement 
with the African National Congress that the right wing are behind the destabilisation 
of the townships in the last few weeks. This is similar to the MNR, in Mozambique, 
who are using Inkatha for their own purposes. Therefore should some of the blame be 
shifted onto Chief Buthelezie? says  Mandela, speaking at a press conference. 
 
Inside Soweto : lives lived in fear and trepidation, an eye witness account from 
Norman Mathian, given to the Johannesburg Sunday Star. a resident. Eyewitness and 
details of railway killings (qv 14/9). 5.15pm train, travelling east to west where the 
passengers are holding an impromptu church service, after the train has left George 
Gorch station en route for Denver five miles down the line when the attack happened. 
 
Guardian newspaper employees, in Johannesburg, see evidence of the ‘taxi wars’ that 
are common events in the city. During this incident two people died. 
 
Leader Comment, The Terror that Kills the Peace -  “the slaughter on the commuter 
train ... has sharpened South Africa new political lines.” Earlier this year de Klerk 
“minimised the threat from his own right.” Weaken the ANC, a tactical value, but 
cancels the threat to “traumatised society.”50% plus of blacks are unemployed  and of 
those, 50% are below the age of 24. There is overwhelming evidence of right wing 
and police instigating violence. There is a long history of repression  - this is more the 
fault of the whites  
 
The International Commission of Jurists, interim report, on the violence in Natal calls 
for curbs on the police force in KwaZulu Natal. An end to the state of emergency. 
Urges N Mandela and Chief Buthelezie to meet with Church and government 
representatives “first de Klerk must defy the right [by] giving a clear signal.. 
 
Sun 16 
 
De Klerks response to Nelson Mandela’s claim, of a ‘Third Force,’ is to throw a 
protective razor wire round all the township hostels . There will also be a search for 
weapons hidden by the occupants. There will be no move against any of the whites 
that are suspected of fuelling the faction fighting between Inkatha and the Congress 



supporters. The announcement of these additional security measures, code named 
Operation Iron fist, has angered the deputy president of the African National Congress 
Bodies of the whites killed in townships of Vosloorus and Sebokeng (qv 14/9) imply 
an attempt either to knock the Congress/government talks of the rails or failing that,  
to force a military coup. The theory goes that any Congress/Inkatha talk will show that 
Chief Buthelezie is power hungry and that he is not interested in a negotiated 
settlement and any links with this ‘third force.’ 
 
A secret government report on the Aids virus (qv 9/9) makes a prediction that fifty per 
cent of the population that carry the virus will be dead by the year 2003. The report 
says that the spread of the disease is via the countries improved transport system and 
the truck drivers that travel from the port of Durban, where they have availed 
themselves of the prostitutes that are freely available, to Malawi.  Another finding of 
the report was that 49% of South African truck drivers were HIV positive. In Malawi 
92% of drivers were infected.. 
 
Letter,   C Jones, South African Policy Trust, Folkestone, Kent inadequate 
government response, R5.4m spent on an education programme into the awareness of 
the danger. In Mozambique, which has only 40% of South Africa’s population and 
where there is a similar infection rate the Maputo government are spending double on 
educating the people of the danger of AIDS. 
 
Train massacre (qv 14/9) the train number was 9436. Right wing elements have 
seventy per cent support within the police it is presumed. Tom Cohen, of the 
Associated Press who reported at Soweto’s Inhlazane Station, a suspected spy for 
Inkatha, dies after giving the wrong response  (qv 26/8). 
 
There is a suspected power struggle developing between the ‘securocrats’ : those 
elements of the National Party and the civil servants who are running the country : and 
the military from within the defence ministry by General Malan. The unrest in the 
townships is only a manifestation of the problem that will keep re emerging until it is 
settled once and for all. 
 
Mon 17 
 
Township rallies, in Soweto and Thokoza, on the East Rand hear a joint appeal by the 
Zulu monarch, Goodwill Zwelethini the Third and the Paramount Chief of the Xhosa, 
Tutor Ndamse of the Transkie, to end the township violence. The rallies were mainly 
attended by armed Zulu’s of an age range of thirty to fifty years. The crowd was 
estimated to have been forty thousand strong, where the minister for law and order 
made an appearance for a photo opportunity. 
 
Tues 18 
 
The Americans and the Russians agree to become involved in the peace process in 
Angola, it will not be as mediators but to give technical advice during the next round 
of talks on 28/9. The talks will be under the chairmanship of the Portuguese. It is 
hoped that the two, in the long run, will become joint chairman of continued peace 
talks. 



The support from the Soviets for the Angolan government is put at four hundred and 
thirty million pounds. In the American Senate there is an argument over the sum of 
forty three million pounds to fifty three million pounds support for the rebel Unita 
movement.  
 
This joint approach to end the hostilities has been criticised by the rebels because of 
the stockpiles held by the Luanda authorities. Politically a multi - party system of 
government, as worked by the Angolan government, would recognise Unita after a 
cease-fire. Then there would be the elections. The rebels want cease-fire, recognition 
and elections all at once. 
 
De Klerk was misunderstood by Nelson Mandela on 15/9 during their talks : ‘force 
fuelled the violence,’ not ‘third force’ as he thought that the president had said 
 
Piet Rudolf aged fifty three the Boer Pimpernel right winger, (qv 5/90) has been 
recaptured in Pretoria in a chauffeur driven car. In the vehicle were two .38 revolvers 
were found. 
 
An associate of Winnie Mandela, C Zwane aged twenty two, has been sentenced to 
death nine times for seven random killings during an attack on a Soweto shebeen in 
1988. 
 
Wed 19 
 
Winnie Mandela will face four charges of assault, and charges four of kidnapping, all 
are related to incidents surrounding the death of S Moketsi (qv 12/88). Comment from 
Congress was limited to “trial by newspaper [is] unacceptable.” 
 
Attorney General, K von L Wilkau, has brought the case to show the case of the 
independence of the law, despite the political implications. Winnie Mandela Football 
Club member, C Zwane (qv 16/9) will join C Richardson (qv) on death row.  Others 
already awaiting the ultimate sanction include O Scher, murder with an AK 47 C 
Mbatha and N Dlamini both of who have been convicted of the killing of the 
Soweto’s Peoples Doctor in 1989 (qv 27/1) -  Dr A B Asvat. The doctor was killed to 
keep him quiet about visits he had made to S Moketsi. 
 
Thurs 20 
 
De Klerk talks of “individuals organised to kill innocent bystanders” at work and in 
the townships, from within the community or outside [a tacit agreement of their being 
a ‘third force’]. These thoughts were spoken allowed after an all day cabinet meeting 
that was called in response to Operation Iron Fist (qv 16/8). New security measures 
were announced at the same time, units to investigate controversial violence, amnesty 
given to those that hand in weapons and excessive use of violence used by the 
authorities to be investigated by a government Ombudsman (qv  South African 
Council of Churches, 11/9) 
 
 



Letter     Sir P Moberly UC & CUC, Pall Mall London S W 1 a correction to 
6/8 missive, 
 
Fri 21 
 
A joint meeting has been arranged between the executive committees of the African 
National Congress and the Inkatha Freedom Party. There will not be a one to one 
meeting between Nelson Mandela and Chief Buthelezie, as a preliminary meeting has 
already been held - with Jacob Zuma, the Congress’s head of intelligence.  in Durban 
on 17/9. 
 
Soweto funerals of twelve victims of the township violence, there was a crowd of 
thirty thousand at the graveside. They are there to hear Nelson Mandela blame the 
police for the situation . The African National Congress will not arm their supporters 
in the township as a response to those carried by Inkatha supporters. War will come if 
the government does not take any action to stop the actions of the ‘provocative 
elements’ that roam the townships. 
 
Johannesburg police find evidence of white’s influence on the killings in the city 
centre on 15/9 and the taxi wars that are causing the deaths of commuters as well as 
the faction fighting in the townships. 
 
Forger pamphlets are circulating in Natal province, centred on Pietermaritztburg. 
William Waldergrave, a minister of state at the Foreign and Commonwealth office in 
London, has a meeting with de Klerk and Nelson Mandela where he stresses the 
importance of continued negotiations. 
 
An explosion at a weapons factory killed three people and injured 22 yesterday. The 
state owned armaments manufacturer Armscor said that the blast was an ‘industrial 
accident’ but gave no further details. Five of the injured are said to be in a serious 
condition. - AP -  
 
Sat 22 
 
The government announce, to the displeasure of the Congress, because of nearly one 
week of peace in the townships a nine pm to four am curfew will be imposed. For 
those who break curfew there will be twelve hour detention powers for those who do 
not carry written proof to show that they need to be out on the streets between those 
given times. This will severely limit the actions of the Congress to organise and hold 
meetings. These powers will be introduced from 25/9. 
 
The joint executive meetings between the Congress and Inkatha (qv 21/9) will not be 
a one on one basis, but as part of a larger gathering between the leaders in the 
homelands and the liberation movement 
 
Piet Rudolf (qv 10/9), South Africa’s most wanted man, has gone on hunger strike 
because the government refuse to give him political prisoner status, according to his 
colleague R van Tonder. 
 



Sun 23 
 
The African National Congress hierarchy remains to far away from the townships and 
they are not looking to mobilise already affiliated organisations such as the  United 
Democratic Font or the Mass Democratic Movement. The violence is taking over the 
ideals of negotiation and reform.  
 
There are allegations of two murders and other beating at the behest of Winnie 
Mandela as she moves from the ‘classic lone woman’ who has fought against being 
banned by the government then sent into internal exile, from 1962 - 1976. Her 1985 
speech in praise of the use of the burning tyre - necklace - round the neck of township 
informers outraged the residents of Soweto with her haughty style.  
 
Nelson Mandela has given a ninety minute interview on the eve of de Klerks visit to 
the United States, no call from him to the States to boycott the visit. Explanation of 
double standards on dealing with disputes, live ammunition for townships, for use 
against black residents, but no white right wing extremists thrown out from the 
meeting held by the president in Vryheid in Natal province in 8/90. 
 
The arrest of Winnie Mandela is a sop to the right wing after the arrest of Piet Rudolf. 
 
Mon 24 
 
De Klerk will be greeted by the American secretary of state, James Baker, at 
Washington’s Reflecting Pool [Hotel]? It will be the first time a South African 
president has visited America since 1945. With the thoughts of Martin Luther King 
‘justice and non violent society’ There will be no government promises of fresh 
investment, though there is much praise for thoughts of eliminating apartheid 
legislation and repression. But there has been few actual moves towards this goal 
 
Tues 25 
 
The next court appearance of Winnie Mandela will be on 4.2.91. No bail was asked 
for . 
 
Wed 26 
 
De Klerk, in Washington on a visit to president Bush, is told that he would be in 
favour of lifting sanctions, but with a hostile Congress it will be unlikely . To show 
his disapproval of Congress he had cancelled a meeting with black members of the 
legislative body. 
 
Allied Congress groups, including the South African Youth Congress, call on 
members to defy the curfew (qv 21/9). They see this security measure as a means to 
stifle the organisational purpose of the African National Congress and the Mass 
Democratic Movement. 
 



In a flare up of violence in the townships, seven people have been hacked to death and 
flung from trains in Soweto, on 24/9,  In a separate incident three more people have 
been killed in unconnected incidents. 
 
Thurs 27 
 
Triumphant return for de Klerk from his trip to America, with full newspaper 
coverage. In a statement, by president Bush, he said that the reform process was 
“irreversible” and it will have a beneficial effect on any debate on sanctions according 
to the  Business Day newspaper.   
 
On a visit to South Africa Norman N Tebbit, a minister in the Thatcher government,  
dispels the rumour that the prime minister is to make a visit soon. Such a visit is 
unlikely until there is an actual settlement reached . There is anger from right wing 
hard-liners and the Conservative Party leader, Dr A Treurnicht, amid reports of de 
Klerk saying that the 1989 general election was the last all white election His response 
is “let the people decide.” 
 
There is quiet in the townships despite the call by the South African Youth Congress 
call for a boycott (qv 26/9). The exemption is in Soweto, where there is a one hour 
confrontation with the security forces who took no action. The seven train deaths (qv 
26/9) were the result of panic by those seven who were panicked into jumping from 
the train. 
 
Leader Comment, Pretoria's Guard  “killing fields calm.” “Lasting peace determined 
from above and below.” De Klerk in Washington, debunk the idea that there is a 
‘hidden hand’ behind the violence in the townships. “Blaming sanctions creating 
explosive situations. One hundred thousand resignations from the National Party in 
the Transversal -1 - 9/90. Intelligence must be the cause of any alliance . Inkatha and 
the white right - wrong -  
 
Inkatha claims that it is Congress, Congress of South African Trade Unions and 
United Democratic Front members who are the instigators of the violence in Natal. 
Since the Unions 1987,inception, it  has being trying to stop insurgence. It is too early 
for de Klerk to say that apartheid is “not an issue any longer”, The violence is racial 
more than tribal. De Klerks offer of “a vote for equal value for all” is the same as “one 
man one vote” is open to question. The roots of the violence need exposing, “not 
contained in barbed wire 
 
Fri 28 
 
Joint appearance of Winnie and Nelson Mandela, as the Congress hosts a meeting for 
top business people in Johannesburg. Mrs Mandela is there in her capacity as head of 
the Congress’s Social Welfare Department. The function of the meeting is to raise 
cash from the business community to help settle an expected return of thirty  to forty 
thousand  exiles into the 'New South Africa' with homes and jobs. 
 
A challenge to Congress’s position on equal rights for all in the New South Africa, 
which includes sexual persuasion, is brought to the fore at the forthcoming trial of 



Winnie Mandela  in 1991 (qv 4/2). Allegations of homosexual beatings : information 
that was not believed by the trial judge at the recent trial of J Richardson (qv). 
 
An early retirement has been forced on officials that worked for Johannesburg council 
for being involved in an illegal spying ring. 
 
At a meeting - held on the 22nd and 23rd,  the three ruling authorities of soccer in 
South Africa, South African Soccer Organisation, Football Association of South 
Africa and the South African Soccer Federation, emerged as a joint governing body as   
the South African Football Association, [SAFA]. This new body will be launched in 
1991  on 3/12, after the Confederation of African Football, [CAF], have considered 
and once internal political and personnel difficulties have been smoothed over.  
 
Expectations, at street level, where many thousands of blacks kick the round ball and 
have the ambition to be emulate their black role models - members of the Cameroon 
national team. The stadia are already in place in the townships. Soweto's Orlando 
stadium has a capacity for a crowd of eighty to one hundred thousand. On the minis 
side there are shortages of these crowds, mainly because of the poor playing ability 
from the teams. Lack of qualified referees, poor amenities at junior level and coaching 
facilities in th townships.. 
 
The experiences of Mozambican children, as prisoners of the rebel MNR movement. 
These children are the priority concerns of the Maputo government with a Declaration 
of Children’s Rights, which was established 10 years before the United Nations 
adopted its own Children’s Charter. 
 
Sun 29 
 
Agreement reached between the Angolan government  and Unita to allow the America 
and the Soviet Union to maintain an eventual cease fire (qv 16/9), with the addition of 
Portugal : the former colonial power. The announcement was made by J de Banosa, 
the secretary of state for foreign affairs, after four days of talks at the Sintra Airforce 
Academy. 
 
Further military cutbacks in South Africa : sixteen army and air force units to close. 
There will also thirty eight million pounds / R180m cut in the military budget which 
will result in lay off's at Armscor armament factories. Last year a similar decision was 
criticised by the shadow defence minister, W J Snoymen, who said that the 
government had made a mistake when they believed that there would be a cessation of 
violence by the various liberation movements.  
 
De Klerk is considering a demand, from the Congress, for talks on the way that the 
security forces have been handling recent events . The law and order minister has met 
a delegation from the AWB and the Herstigte Nasinale Party who are reported to be  
arming whites : a disaster, leading to civil war says the Congress 
 
The editor of the Johannesburg Sunday Times, T Myburg, a government supporter is 
expected to be offered the post of ambassador,  possibly to London, as a reward for his 
loyal support. 



Film of the death of news camera man George de Ath, who was killed in 1986, shot 
by the police, has to be produced by the order of the court, 
 
An average Soweto family :  the Dambuza ‘s living at 2975 Rockville Street, Soweto. 
Parents both work, father a night driver for a hotel chain earning £40 per month / 
R200. Mother is a daytime domestic cleaner, in the suburb of Bosmont, where her 
hours are from 9.30 to 3.30pm for which she earns three pounds / R50. The transport, 
four hours a day cost R15. They have 2 school age children. two 
 
Sun 30 
 
Both Nelson Mandela and de Klerk can claim that there separate visits to the United 
States were a triumph for there separate causes. Crowds of above fifty thousand  and 
only a small demonstration of two hundred outside the White House, respectively. A 
meeting between de Klerk and the Trans African Council was cancelled at the behest 
of the anti apartheid lobby.  
 
At a meeting with a black bureaucrat, W Gray, president Bush promises to modify 
sanctions. In return he expects that moves to be made to end tribalism in the New 
South Africa, whether this tribalism is African National Congress or Afrikaner 
inspired. 
 
After a conference of, all parties involved in the current negotiations, it was decided 
that the new constitution would be guaranteed by outside powers : Soviets, the United 
States, Britain or Brazil. Any changes would have to be agreed by the authority of the 
court, except in matters of internal security, where only an eighty percent agreement 
of the power would be needed 
 
Using the Rhodesian? experience sanction busting, which was circumnavigated in 
three months according to de Klerk businessmen forged contacts with other rouge 
states, such as Libya and Iraq. 
 
A lack of organisation in the Congress’s Youth Organisations has seen the rise of the 
Comtsotsis : gangs of the young from the townships who act as enforcers of curfews 
and stay away' s among the township residents. 
 
One such gang, the Gadafi gang from Carltonville on the East Rand, have been very 
active in the Uprisings of 1976 and 1980 were there role was to punish transgressors 
who broke faith with movements orders.  To inhibit their rise and importance of these 
thugs, the reports author believes, would be to allow gang members to join the 
executive committee of the You Congress. - report from M Cross, Youth Culture 
Department, Witvattersrand University, Johannesburg. 
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Mon 1 
 
Oscar Dhlomo, formerly second in standing to Chief Buthelezie who recently resigned 
after a policy disagreement, has been offered the post of ambassador in Washington 
by de Klerk. The offer was rejected as Mr Dhlomo sees himself as more use at home 
as a useful negotiator for the African National Congress. This was probably not an 
isolated offer, by de Klerk, but a genuine attempt to include non whites in mainstream 
South African diplomacy. 
 
Breakout of faction fighting and other deaths. Four whites found in a burnt out car in 
Khutloanong township, in the Orange Frees State on  29/9. They had been on a visit to 
the townships shebeen. Three teenagers ‘necklaced’ in Sebokeng and three people 
were shot in Crossroads squatter camp in Cape Town. 
 
Tues 2 
 
Returning exiles face delays, as a three thousand strong list is presented to the 
government with their details not complete. The number waiting to return has been 
put at twenty thousand and these numbers are being swelled by seven hundred per day 
who are leaving Natal because of the increase in faction fighting - Unconfirmed. 
 
A meeting between de Klerk and Nelson Mandela is hoped to take place before 6/10 
as on that date Mr Mandela is attending a rally in Natal. Straight from there he begins 
a twenty two nation world tour. He will be followed by Mr de Klerk. 
 
A group of Homeland leaders are to meet Nelson Mandela, a meeting that may be 
boycotted by Chief Buthelezie as the Inkatha leader demands a one to one meeting 
with Mr Mandela  as the leader of a political movement. 
 
Three people have been held for train massacres where twenty six commuters were 
killed (qv 14/9) and a further eleven people were held over the deaths of four whites 
who were found in a burned out vehicle (qv 1/10). 
 
Wed 3 
 
Chief Buthelezie, speaking at a conference in Geneva, let it be known that he will not 
attend the Homeland leaders meeting in Soweto on 5/10, as the meeting is not specific 
to the faction fighting (qv 2/10). Whilst regretting the announcement the Congress 
leaders say a meeting, with the leader of the Inkatha Freedom Party is vital for security 
in the province. 
 
The Congress leaders have issued a document that discusses the movements economic 
policy. The document carries an attack on the large profits of the public utility 
companies. They will be renationalised they say. They also comments that only two 



per cent of total assets, in the private sector are owned by blacks. Corporations are to 
be taxed heavily before creeping to the private sector. 
 
Nick Cruse aged twenty three who was employed by PC Plus as a computer consultant 
was killed by a parcel bomb. The lethal package, it is presumed, was sent to the 
Durban based company by right wing extremists. The reasoning is that the company 
provided computers for use by the African National Congress and other anti apartheid 
organisations. 
 
Christmas Pinto, a founder member of the United Democratic Front, and a strident 
anti communist has succeeded to be elected as leader of  the fourteen member regional 
executive committee of the Congress in Cape Province. In winning the post C Pinto 
beat of two rivals from the South African Communist Party, R September and S 
Carlus. The election of Mr P Bunys claims a ‘hidden time bomb’ of dual membership. 
Reg September, a member of the national executive committee of the anti apartheid 
movement and its organiser in the Western Cape is also on the executive of the South 
African Communist Party S Carlus, is a street wise speaker and also a member of the 
three main anti apartheid organisations. She was also a member of the Congress’s 
delegation to the initial Grouter Schur talks (qv 5/90). She lost popularity, after facing 
criticism in the townships, from 7/90. 
 
Thurs 4 
 
Government intention to tackle thorny issue of land reform. First to go are the 1913 
and the 1936 Land Acts. They will be repealed within the lifetime of the next 
parliamentary session. There will be protection for tribal areas, to stall a land grab by 
whites, as a guarantee. Credits will be offered for agricultural land, which will be open 
to all. This latest measure has a brought a protest from the Transvaal Farmers 
Association, who in a poll of their 12,000 members 95% voted against any black 
farmer being able to acquire farming land that was at one time owned by a white 
person in the New South Africa 
 
Under the 1913 Land Act seven per cent of land was ceded to the blacks, while the 
1936 act increased the holding to 13.6% : that is a safeguard to the Homelands, 
therefore forcing the population to either starve on poor land that was owned by 
whites or become servants on land owned by whites, In the Homelands eighty per cent  
of the population of eleven million lived below the poverty line. 
 
Also decided at the meting on 2/10 attended by de Klerk, his cabinet and the 
Homeland leaders was that extra amounts of money would be provided in the next 
budget for agricultural development. There would be no restitution for land that had 
been expropriated says the minister of Constitutional Development. G Viljoen.  
 
There was a home made bomb attack, on the home of the United States ambassador’s 
residence, The ambassador, W Suking was unhurt. 
 
 



Fri 5 
 
Nelson Mandela is believed to have postponed his trip to Moscow next week where 
he had expected to meet President Gorbachev. It is believed the postponement was at 
Moscow’s request 
 
The expected appointment of a Johannesburg editor T Myburgh (qv 29/9), as South 
African ambassador to London has fallen through because of his ill health, he 
becomes 'ambassador at large'. - D Beresford GDN page 8 C2  - 
 
Sat 6 
 
Partial lifting of the curfew, imposed as part of Operation Iron Fist (qv) has been 
allowed in Soweto. This comes as the murder rate in the township has fallen by sixty 
two per cent. Cases of rape have also fallen by sixty five per cent. 
 
The Homeland leaders meeting, due for 31/10 is to go ahead as all the leaders agree 
that the violence is not tribal based in origin, but motivated by a ‘third force’ which 
itself is inspired by the police and intelligence services 
 
Further evidence has been offered by Nelson Mandela as to the states collusion in the 
perpetration of violence. He claims KwaZulu police have murdered three youths at the 
home of an African National Congress lawyer, K Mlaba, outside Durban. Mr Mlaba 
was a victim of an alleged Civil Cooperation Bureau assassination attempt  
 
Farmers protest at the proposed reforms to the Land Acts recently announced (qv 
4/10), outside Pretoria City Hall. 
 
Zambian troops kill five rebels of Mozambique’s MNR movement and capture 
another after they ambushed a bus in the central eastern province , a local paper 
reported yesterday. More than twenty Zambians have been killed, and twelve 
kidnapped, in MNR attacks over the last twelve months.- Reuters -  
 
Sun 7 
 
Plight of an estimated thirty thousand 30,000 Congress members who have fled South 
Africa, since 1960, will be top of he agenda of the movements first internal Congress 
which is scheduled for 12/90 in Johannesburg. Despite orders, from the executive, that 
the exiles must return in an orderly manner, so that jobs, homes and financial matters 
could be in place, some exiles have arrived unannounced in the Transkie, much to the 
embarrassment of the executive. 
 
There welfare concerns should be in the hands of Winnie Mandela, as she is the head 
of Social Welfare, but she has other things on her mind. The main one of which is her 
forthcoming trial, that begins in 1991 4/2. 
 
Soweto, the home of a distant relative of Nelson Mandela, has been attacked by men 
carrying shot guns and grenades. Glona, the eldest daughter of his relative, who is a 



second cousin brings a story that the house was attacked by members of the security 
forces, when telling of the incident to Mr Mandela. 
 
Tues 9 
 
De Klerk has agreed to meet with Nelson Mandela after numerous requests and will 
take note of each others grievances. They will also renew their commitment to 
continue with the negotiations. Long expected announcement, by the president, on the 
introduction of an amnesty for politically motivated crimes which came into force at 
midnight on 8/10. There will also be clemency for those already convicted of 
discretionary crimes. 
 
Justice Minister , K Coetsee, has set up a judicial inquest into the killing of eleven  
residents of Sebokeng township (qv 14/9), after fears of a ‘third force’ involvement 
were raised. 
 
Concern is growing at the continued detention of M Maharaj, held since 26/7, which 
the government will investigate 
 
Exiles will have to fill in papers on which they will have to detail their alleged crimes 
that they suspect that the government may think that they are involved in. This smacks 
at a confession, something that the African National Congress will make a protest to 
the government about. 
 
A policeman, Sergeant J Andrews, has been fined two hundred pounds after a hit and 
run death of G Sigele, who was a servant to Wilbur Smith the author. The conviction 
comes after Mr Smith offered a two thousand pound reward for information.  
 
Wed 10 
 
Unexplained random violence in Durban, eight whites have been injured, when they 
were attacked by a twelve man gang who were wearing the colours of  Congress as 
they rampaged through the streets off the city stabbing innocent bystanders as they 
went by. This act of violence has been denounced by P Lekota, the head of the 
Congress in Natal, who claimed the gang were  working as agents of the state.   This 
incident has been linked to a similar outbreak of violence, in 7/90, where three blacks 
were killed. 
 
An emotional return to Robben Island has been made by Nelson Mandela to explain to 
those political prisoners affected by the amnesty recently announced by the 
government (qv 9/10). 
 
Thurs 11 
 
Random violence in Durban, Day 2, six people are killed and twenty seven injured 
during an unprovoked gun attack on a bus full of commuters. Again there were 
similarities to the random killings that took place in 7/90, 
 



Leader of the ‘knife gang’ named as J Ngobo  : a religious fanatic believes himself to 
be the Son of God : was among those injured and then captured, along with five 
others. In a third attack, on 6/10 in Pietersmariatburg, nine people have died. The 
cause of these clashes has been put down to friction between the Inkatha Party and the 
African National Congress 
 
An eyewitness account of the bus incident, on 7/10, has been questioned by the police 
with the police dismissing the incident as a road accident, rather than faction fighting. 
Independent witness examination would say that there was no evidence one way or the 
other to prove the police or the faction fighting theory. 
 
The International Rugby Board is meeting in Edinburgh, with the situation in South 
Africa top of the agenda. Under the guiding light of Dr D Craven who believes that 
the white’s governing body the  South African Rugby Board  and the blacks ruling 
body, the South African Rugby Union should merge into one united body. This, along 
with the changing political stance of de Klerk, should see the International Rugby 
Board decide early in 1991 to recommence international links with South Africa. 
 
If progress continues at this pace there is the possibility that the Springbok nation 
could host the 1995 World Cup. In the meanwhile the national team is set to play 
France, in Paris in 1992 and away to New Zealand in the same year. In 1993 
conditions would allow a French team to travel to play in Johannesburg’s Ellis Park. 
 
Fri 12 
 
The Channel 4 tri - weekly British soap opera Brookside is being sold to 
Bophuthatswana. This sale breaks the Equity Union’s ban on selling artistic 
programmes to the Pretoria regime 
 
As the Angolan peace process proceeds (qv 16/9) president dos Santos misses out in 
the United Nation’s general assembly, there will be no meeting with members of the 
United States administration or with Congress, who are in discussion over a proposed 
sixty million dollar loan to Unita. Jonas Savimbi, the movements leader, has no such 
qualms as he is honoured with a meeting in the White House.  
 
This took place after the fourth round of peace talks, which took place on 28/9. The 
talks, which took place in Lisbon, in which the Americans and the Soviets send there 
top diplomats, offering military and logistic support (qv 16/9). The negotiators predict 
that a sixth round of talks will take place on 22/10 would see further moves along the 
road to peace. 
 
Deadlocks, at the 16/9 meeting were overcome as the MPLA agree to Unita’s 
demands for instant recognition and a signing of a cease fire agreement  After a 
signing of the cease-fire agreement the United Nations aid agencies would be allowed 
into Unita controlled areas of Angola offering food and medical aid to the starving 
population 
 
Portugal is also playing its part in the negotiations between the Frelimo government in 
Mozambique and the MNR rebels, who are in the middle of moves to end a civil war 



in the country. These talks have been some what stalled as all international efforts - 
from the International Monetary Fund, Western governments and the United States  
have been watching developments in South Africa. The in situ governments, in 
Luanda and Maputo, would be formidable allies of any African National Congress 
dominated government in Pretoria. 
 
Publication, by Congress, of the 8/10 details of meeting with the de Klerk 
government. There was criticism of General Malan the, defence minister, by A Vkok 
who was defending the justice minister and that departments handling of Operation 
Iron Fist (qv). Claiming double standard dealing with the right wing/Congress 
activists over detentions, bail given/those held without trial (qv M Maharaj), the right 
to bear arms. Self defence/calls to surrender weapons. The Congress was also angry at 
the insistence of the government that returning exiles fill in indemnity questionnaires. 
but the committee set up by the two ‘principals’ had already agreed to this measure. 
 
Sat 13 
 
As de Klerk prepares to visit London, he answers the criticism, from within the 
Congress over the 8/10 meeting. Accusing Nelson Mandela of confusing a speech that 
the president made to delegates of the Cape province conference of the National Party  
where he cited cases of non compliance not to talk about earlier talks. Whereas in this 
instance he was replying to Mr Mandela’s speech that was given in Natal (qv 2/10), of 
which Congress negotiators had received an advance copy. 
 
The political climate is right for the European Economic Commission to consider 
lifting some further sanctions that are still in place against the regime in Pretoria. This 
would be a wise move as splits, within the Community, begin to develop. This is 
shown by the decisions of both Britain and the Netherlands (qv  2/90), which hoped 
for the lifting of the embargo on the export of Iron, Steel and the Krugerrand. Further 
decisions will be made when the Communities Foreign Ministers meet on 22/10. 
 
Pik Botha, the ‘nearly man’, the son of a school principal, in Rustenburg in 1932, ill 
with meningitis in 1936. After graduating from law school at the University of 
Pretoria he entered the Department of Foreign Affairs in 1953. Took the post of 3rd 
Secretary at the embassy in Stockholm in 1956 via service in West Germany. Once 
back in South Africa, he joined the legal team fighting in the International Court of 
Justice’s battle over South West Africa. Became a National Party member of 
parliament in 1970. United Nations ambassador for Pretoria in 1974. Ambassador to 
the USA in 1976. A contender of the leadership of his Party in 1989. 
 
Sun 14 
 
On the eve of the repeal of the Separate Amenities Act, many of the countries councils 
that are run by Conservative Party are using the ‘cash limit’ policy to exclude Blacks 
and Coloureds, from using municipal facilities. In breaking the Separate Amenities 
Act they are invoking a legal ruling from  1939.  
 



Manifestations of this legal manipulation : Vanbyil Council are putting a levy, for 
using the local park of 30p / R1.5 as residents are charged three pounds / R15 for use 
of the swimming pool. 
 
Letter,   Thabo Mbeki, International Affairs Secretary, ANC detailing 
further the return of exiles. A National Co - ordination Centre has been formed to 
channel funds from donor governments. So any census of the returnees is to find the 
best way to use the cash aid. The Congress representative, on this newly formed body, 
will be J Selebi who is a member of the national executive Committee of the ANC. 
The UN agency - UNICEF - will co - ordinate the return of the 3,000 exiles that have 
arrived in the Transkie (qv 7/10). They are the first group that are ready for 
assessment. Political  patronage isn’t an issue 
 
The Zulu nation “Gods intended” are living on past glories. They see the African 
National Congress as tribal and ruled by those at the core of the Xhosa tribe, Mandela, 
Sisulu and Mbeki. They are well assisted in this task by C Hani and members of the 
Ciski and Transkie homelands. Chief Buthelezie wants to return to a fifty joint 
leadership group. Congress claim this method of government is racist and tribal. 
People have ‘moved on’ from this scenario. 
 
Critique of Natal’s number one Zulu warlord, D Ntombela, indicted but able to 
wriggle out of criminal charges on numerous occasions. 
 
The number of political exiles to be brought home has been announces as forty 
thousand. This is a smaller number than returned when Zimbabwe and Namibia ended 
their wars of liberation. The homecoming will be overseen by M Danger who will 
have a budget of sixth thousand pounds at this time. From donors there are pledges of 
a further £2.8m. All told the exercise will cost thirty five million pounds,  
 
The National Coordinating Committee comprises of members from all political 
persuasions : Congress, Pan African Congress and members of Black Consciousness 
Movement. The South African government is not impressed by the UNHCR as it, the 
United Nations Organisation, is anti the Pretoria regime and ultimately responsible for 
the international isolation of the regime. Further monies are needed by Congress,50% 
of exiles will account for the £55m needed to settle the returnees. Each exile will be 
entitled to a 3 monthly payments of £200 and a further £1,000 grant for the basic 
furnishings, to enable a dignified return to the New South Africa. - Independent on 
Sunday -  
 
Mon 15 
 
De Klerk has lunch with the British prime minister at Cheques, on 14/10,  Mrs 
Thatcher welcomes the changes introduced by Pretoria and will urge further moves to 
lessen the effect of sanctions at the next meeting of heads of government of members 
of the European Economic Community on 13/10. Also she is hopeful for moves from 
the heads of the Commonwealth. Any changes will not take place before the next 
meeting 
 



“Stop the Violence and Repression,” detail on a plaque. Many Conservative controlled 
councils will use the price as a barrier to municipal facilities, despite the repeal of the 
Separate Amenities Act, which came into force in 1953. Among those to use this 
method are Secunda, in the Transvaal, who charge fifty cents to use the toilets. Bethel, 
in the same province, puts the price of a yearly library ticket at one hundred and 
twenty five pounds / R500. Where the African National Congress have a strong 
presence in the townships Conservative controlled councils are reluctant levy any 
charges on services.  - Kgotsong, Bothaville in the Orange Free State : white shop 
owners suffered a consumer boycott of shops. 
 
Nelson Mandela has been awarded the Bharat Ratna Medal India’s highest civilian 
award as he arrived in Delhi. 
 
Tues 16 
 
A crowd of fifty thousand joyous celebrants greet Mr Mandela  in India’s Gandhi 
Stadium in Delhi, before a state banquette celebrate the arrival of the leader of the 
African National Congress. The Indian army gave a twenty one gun salute.  
 
The prime minister, V P Sing, pledged to maintain sanctions, as well as civil award 
(qv 15/10) a cash cheque donation, for four thousand pounds, was made to Congress 
funds. There was also a promise by the government, of 20m rupee, in assistance to the 
movement. 
 
Wed 17 
 
Fear of faction fighting, now in the mining town of Hlobane Colliery, Vyrheid in 
northern Natal, where seventeen people have died after members of Inkatha infiltrated 
the community dressed as traditional dancers on 15/10. Tension had risen all day. In 
the Transkie. Five hundred members of the Xhosa tribe fled on 14/10 from the mine 
compound in Kempton Park, a suburb of Johannesburg, They felt intimidated by 
attackers who were wearing balaclavas and carrying automatic weapons. In all six 
people died and these deaths bear significant similarities to other attacks, in which 
whites were involved. 
 
Nelson Mandela welcomes the repeal of the Separate Amenities Act, but still the main 
goal was one man one vote. Mr Mandela was speaking to a gathering of 
representatives of the Indian press. 
 
Doctor A Treurnicht has been re elected as leader of the Conservative Party, after a 
rally in Natal. He makes the pledge to pursue other tactics to further the party aims. 
He admits that it is unlikely that there will be another ‘whites only’ elections again. 
 
Support for Unita from the United States as drawing on the governments ‘covert fund’ 
an extra ten million dollars has been found in addition to the ninety million pledged 
by the Congress after the visit of the movements leader, J Savimbi, (qv 12/10). The 
decision comes despite vigorous opposition in the Congress, who voted by two 
hundred votes to four hundred and thirty five votes not supply the extra funding. 



However the grant was made because the rules state that fifty per cent of Congress 
must object, which in this case it failed to do by a small margin. 
 
United Nations relief from drought and starvation has begun in Angola, in earnest 
after an initial trial period. The aim of the feeding programme is to alive the problem 
of malnutrition of some of the population living in areas of Angola that are under the 
control of the rebel Unita movement. 
 
The police minister, Adrian Vlok, announces the arrest of three   members of the 
AWB after the deaths and injuries in a Durban bus shelter (qv 11/10). Details will be 
scarce because of the time spent bringing the case to court.  
 
As well as pushing the blacks toward confrontations Conservative controlled councils 
are facing lost revenue from the township residents who are not paying for their water 
and power services and the residents indifference to the Separate Amenities Act. 
These acts of defiance are affecting the councils ability to provide these leisure 
facilities for the whites. 
 
At the Conservative Party rally, on 17/10, the idea of a tax boycott by these same 
whites is floated before the delegates. They are frustrated at the crumbling apartheid 
system. 
 
Now is the time for sanctions to be diminished or ended and a massive programme of 
foreign investment made into the New South Africa, to ensure its future in the short 
term. This would end the long debate over the lessening of sanctions over the next 
fifty odd years, which would destroy any gains made by keeping to the present system. 
Hugo Young 
 
Kenya said yesterday it will go ahead from 12/90 with plans for its national airline to 
fly to South Africa, in spite of criticism of the plan voice by N Mandela last week . 
Reuters  
 
Fri 19 
 
The lifting of the state of emergency in Natal has been welcomed by the Bush 
administration, and the African National Congress. The effects of the repeal of the 
Separate Amenities Act are being felt in the industrial belt around the Transvaal. In 
the Coloured township of Toekomsru a campaign of civil disobedience by the 
residents has forced the authorities to impose a nine pm to four am curfew as the 
municipal pool has been closed. Also the water and electric power has been turned off 
by the Conservative controlled Randfontein Council, because of unpaid bills which 
the residents refused to pay during the civil rent/rates strike called by Congress 
between 1976 and 1980.  Is the council’s move an act of retaliation? 
 
The National Party Council, in Kroonstad, in the Orange Free State, there is ninety 
thousand pounds worth of outstanding debt due for payment by the township 
residents. In reality there is no chance of the council collecting these arrears, as a 
boycott of the white owned shops is promised if such an attempt is made. 
 



First hand experience of Phil Molefe, a reporter on the Weekly Mail in Johannesburg 
who lives in the Wesselton township one hundred and seventy five miles north east of 
Johannesburg, attached to Ermelo township,  living without electric power and 
running water. 
 
The 1.5 million member Dutch Reform Church in South Africa [has] voted to allow 
women to become members and Elders - AP -  
 
Sat 20 
 
Transvaal National Party Congress approves de Klerks ‘open to all people’ plan (qv 
1/9) : the the last party congress approves the plan. A mass membership drive in the 
townships is unlikely. The possibility of political alliances - with the Coloured Labour 
Party, Indian Solidarity Party and the ruling party’s in the non independent homelands 
of  KwaZulu, Quaqua and Gazankula, will be investigated by a committee. This body, 
that comprise delegates from the four National Party movements, KwaNgwane, 
KwaNabele and Lebowa are African National Congress orientated it is assumed. 
 
Constitutional Minister, G Viljoen, rejects the Congress demand that a constitutional 
assembly, along with an multiracial administration, to oversee the transfer to majority 
rule be set up. The minister will allow a nation wide referendum to approve the details 
the go ahead. 
 
Mrs de Klerk speaks : calling for national reconciliation. Earlier the presidents wife 
had cause embarrassment when she used the words “inferior other races.” These 
remarks were put down to Mrs de Klerk ‘testing the water’ as her husband prepares to 
visit Holland, the country with the most anti apartheid stance . 
 
Obituary - Francis Mell, 9.5.42 - 8.10.90 Youngest member of the African  National 
Congress’s national executive. Orphaned. Educated Fort Hare University then in  
Botswana, Tanzania and in the German Democratic republic, KM University Leipzig 
where he obtained a PHD in 1973. 
 
London editor of the Congress magazine Secheba. Political Officer in Angolan and 
Tanzanian Congress’s training camps 1983 - 1986. Chairman London RC ANC 1990. 
Returned home to Johannesburg and Mdentsane? as an epileptic and suffering from 
diabetes. 
 
An author - South Africa Belongs to Us - published in Harare in 1988 - a history of 
the ANC. His PHD thesis : Comitern and Sub Saharan Africa revised from the 
original German - is still in preparation. 
 
Sun 21 
 
Mr Ben Rajori, a bystander at a National Party rally in Pretoria and an observer during 
the vote on ‘open to all races’ (qv 20/10), has ambitions to become a member of 
parliament, but reaction from at least one pro openness delegate, J Hetchler, 
questioned his standing. 
 



Transvaal groups organised to join the National Party  : to stave off hunger in places 
like Maputu while Joseph Dhladhala living in Mamalodi township, near Pretoria, sees 
only junior government positions, for example as minister of sport, being offered to 
non white members. Mr Dhladhala himself would not like to live with whites just yet 
as he would first like to gain their affluence -as he sees them as aloof and selfish 
people. 
 
Letter   Shula Marks, Professor of Commonwealth History, University of 
London criticising Thabo Mbeki’s letter on Zulu history (qv 14/10). The facts relating 
to the kingdom of the Zulu Monarch were wrong.  
 
The Zulu kingdom was an independent one till 1879 and separate from Natal 
Province. The recent troubles are not ethnic in nature as they are fought Zulu against 
Zulu who are members of the UDF or Cosatu - Xhosa speakers in the main. Inkatha 
history from the 1920’s has had the support of white business community and Natal’s 
Department of Native Affairs to counter the rise of the ANC in the 1950’s. 
 
The government policy of creating squatter camps and the rise of ‘warlords’ like 
Ntombela increased the violence in the province. This rise in the level of violence 
mirrored the fall of power of Inkatha. This was hastened by the release of Nelson 
Mandela. 
 
If de Klerk can be likened to Gorbachev because of his reformist zeal then the 
president of South Africa is no ‘Stalin like figure’ to revile for his wrong ideas,  as the 
whites in South Africa believe apartheid was, [and is] right at the time. 
 
Mon 22 
 
Letter,   Dr Pam Zinkim, London N7 - Doubts about the effectiveness of the 
military aid that the United States is giving to Unita. 
 
Tues 23 
 
US backed guerrillas attacked an oil field in N Angola damaging installations 
belonging to Belgians Fina Oil Company the army said yesterday - AP -  
 
Wed 24 
 
Obituary Mr Zeph Motopeng aged 77 President of the Pan Africanist Congress who 
was diagnosed with throat cancer. The organisation needs to find a role. whether to 
take part in the peace process,  along with the thinking of the mainline liberation 
movement : the ANC, or follow the radical role encouraged by the movements Youth 
Wing as envisaged by the Anzanian National Youth Unity, ANZANU. 
 
A two day gathering of the Pan Africanist Congress will take place from 9/11 in 
Soweto to decide the future. At this gathering the movements vice president, C 
Makwttis will take the place of Mr Motopeng. 
 
 



Thurs 25 
 
End of the two day visit to the Netherlands by de Klerk - promises of reforms and 
universal suffrage by 1994. This is too far in the distance says Nelson Mandela, 
speaking before a crowd of thirty thousand Australians outside the Sydney Opera 
House. Before this meeting he had visited the countries Aboriginal leaders. There 
talks were concentrated on the native Australians claims that their dispute were 
similar to his. The African National Congress leader pointed out that there were 
differences in their situation,  native Australians have some if limited, voting rights 
and are not subject to banning orders as are native South Africans. 
 
The South African Presidents Council produce a report. This favours a bi carnel or 
two House parliament with a racially elected proportional representation voting 
mechanism. Ethnic and interested parties, e.g. environmental groups. A fear of a 
whites veto has been expressed by A van Ess of the Green Links movement  : an 
alliance of the centre left and green parties in the Netherlands. 
 
Sudden veto of Air Kenya plans (qv 18/10) by the countries President Moi, who 
insists that there should be no air links with Pretoria till apartheid has finally ended. 
 
Fri 26 
 
Answering Hugo Young (qv 18/10) : D Wallace of the executive committee of the 
Brussels Labour Party group of Member of the European Parliament’s presses the 
point that “the only time to lessen sanctions is when the whole community decides, 
not just the privileged whites. This same point was made by H Mokgothi, the assistant 
secretary general of the Congress, in 8/90”.  
 
This same issue was covered from inside the country by Mr Kilroe of the Shell South 
Africa Company who also advocated the carrot and stick approach. At that time he 
said that negotiations could be prolonged and only pressure is the only “hurrying 
“mechanism. 
 
President Joes Edwado Dos Santes said yesterday that Angola would adopt a multi 
party system early next year, but pluralist elections might be 3 years after the end of 
the civil war. - AP -  
 
Sun 28 
 
Letters   [1] C Jones, South African Policy Studies Trust, Folkestone Kent 
replying to the missive from S Marks (qv 21/10)  accusing the professor of being ‘one 
sided’ in his arguments on the Zulu Nation. whereas in fact there is a class war as part 
of a political contestration. 
 
Letter    [2] R W Jonson, Magdalene College, Oxford -writes n the 
indifference of the original article (qv 14/10) 
 
Whites/township residents from Koostad/ Brent Park party to celebrate the thirty 
eighth birthday party of the celebrated Afrikaans poet Ant Jiekr who is a convert to 



the ideas of the Congress after attending, in 1988, a joint Congress and whites 
conference at Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe. Mr Jiekr is now liable to threats from 
members of the Conservative Party and extremists from the AWB group. 
 
Mon 29 
 
A citrus farm near Zebodielae Estate in the northern Transvaal which is state owned, 
and therefore has de Klerk as a trustee, the fifteen hundred workers have gone on 
strike. They have taken this action in support of ninety of their colleges who have 
been sacked. They were dismissed as an act of defiance, by the farm owners, opposed 
to the governments plan to open white farm land to all races. In the Transvaal ninety 
four per cent of the farming community voted no to the idea. 
 
The farm labourers are paid twenty four pounds / R120 per month, working a thirteen  
hour day, which finishes at six pm. The workers are paid four pence / R0.19 per sack, 
with a quota of fifty two sacks to fill during the day. Retirement is only allowed on 
grounds of fitness. It is claimed that people aged seventy five or eighty one are 
employed there. 
 
Anti African National Congress stance by conservative blacks who have links to 
moderate churches could result in a new political party being formed by 12/90. The 
council of the Apostolic and Zionist Churches with Archbishop M Masia, as head of 
the Church, claims two million members : which is open to question. They support the 
National Party’s belief on an alliance with a second group of Zionist Christian 
Churches will lead to the defeat of the Congress in fair elections  
 
The reform of the Congress’s Youth League, the first for thirty nine years, calls for a 
link to progressive forces.  
 
Chief Buthelezie has been called by Archbishop Desmond Tutu to a meeting 
involving all the black leaders. The leader of the Inkatha Freedom Party has rejected 
the idea of such a meeting as he thinks it will be biased towards the  Congress. 
 
Tues 30 
 
Weekend violence sees killings of Inkatha supporter and then a revenge killing of 
sixteen and injury of thirty three Congress supporters by an unknown gunman, the 
attack took place in Naledi, Soweto. 
 
Court appearances for eight senior members of the South African Communist Party 
and Congress members. These include M Mahariji and S Nyanda,  the Unkonte we 
Sizwe commander, also known as Comrade Jo, (qv Operation Vula 26/7). 
 
There was a  gathering of ten thousand members of the Congress’s Youth League at 
Soweto’s Orlando Football Stadium. 
 
United States backed guerrillas attacked oil fields in northern Angola damaging 
installations belonging to Belgians Fina Oil Company the army said yesterday - AP -  
 



Wed 31 
 
An invitation to de Klerk to visit the townships of Sebokeng and Sharpville which are 
south of Johannesburg, at the heart of the Vaal Triangle has been withdrawn. The 
Original invitation came from The National Forum, a body allied to the National 
Party. The visit was dismissed as diverse by the Vaal Civics Association, allied to the 
African National Congress. There was also the fear of outbreaks of violence if the 
visit went ahead. 
 
       unknown wording  



 
 

NOVEMBER 1990 
 

 
Thurs 1 
 
Highlighting rural farmworkers cases (qv 29/10) and the Oxfam report “We Cry for 
Our Land : Farm workers in South Africa”  
 
Letter    S Gumbi, Oxfam, 274 Banbury Road Oxford. 
 
Anglo American good works partnership : a Soda mine in Botswana where three 
hundred thousand tonnes are expected to be mined by 1991. 
 
Fri 2 
 
The government announced yesterday that it was ready to release political prisoners 
and allow a large scale return of exiles under its agreement earlier this year with the 
ANC. The Justice Minister, K Coetsee, said that the government would proceed in a 
phased manner with the agreement the rate of implementation depending on the 
ANC's  adherence to its promise to break of its campaign of violence - AP - 
 
Winnie Mandela, found guilty of business irregularities for the second time this year 
has been fined £41 [R200] yesterday. - Reuters - 
 
Sat 3 
 
Zimbabwe has released the convicted South African spy, Odie Harrington, who was 
jailed in 1987 for twelve years and after appeal seven. He was held first in Botswana 
then Zimbabwe, where he served three years on death row, Then he expected to be 
part of a clemency deal as the Congress  submitted a three thousand six hundred and 
twenty strong list of names of political prisoners for release. 
 
The governments says their definition of ‘political’ could see the release of two 
hundred and fifty to six hundred prisoners being released and not the numbers that has 
been put forward. 
 
Chief Buthelezie and the Conservative Party leader, A Treurnicht, have held a meeting 
in Durban with the theme “united Christians reject terrorism and communists.” 
 
Arrested, followed by a swift release, was the Democratic MP, Jan van Eck, who was 
making an observer visit to the conflict in Khayelitsha township on 1/11, in the Cape 
Town region. 
 
Return of anti apartheid activist, K de Jongue, from the Netherlands after he was 
allowed to go into exile in 1987 : a deal that allowed South African military prisoners, 
held in Angola, to return home as part of the African National Congress team, 
documentary makers, through the Transkie 



 
United Nations food convoy (qv 12/10) begins relief in nine provinces in Angola. This 
is the beginning of a six month operation. Delayed for twenty four hours on account of 
officials not being certain who would provide security in the Unita held territory  
 
The relief column consists of twenty five vehicles. All told they are carrying four 
hundred tonnes of supplies. New York officials of the United Nations say the current 
measures are based on Operation Lifeline that took place in the Sudan during 1988 
and 1990. A second peace corridor has been opened  from northern Namibia into 
Angola’s southern provinces by the International Red Cross.  
 
An official of the Portuguese government forecasts that there will be no agreement to 
a truce in the Angolan civil war at the fourth round of talks, scheduled for 6/11 
 
Education for all races at Cape Town’s Grooteschur Primary School, as the parents 
and governors vote ninety percent in favour of following government policy. 
 
Sun 4 
 
Rent and services payment boycott by ninety thousand residents of Maokeng township 
which is adjacent to the white town of Kroonstad, one hundred and ten miles south of 
Johannesburg, in the Orange Free State. The current state of affairs has been in place 
since 2/90 and has now come to a head as children’s school exam time is approaching.  
 
Services have been suspended since 31/10, after a cut lasting twenty four hours was 
tried fourteen days earlier. The level of debt in the township stands at two hundred 
thousand pounds, while debts throughout the forty seven townships in the Transvaal 
equal two hundred and thirty three million pounds.  Township residents are protesting 
at the level of corruption among the white councillors and the overcharging for 
council services according to V Twapa a member of Congress 
 
The constitutional affairs minister, G Viljoen, further explains the governments plans 
for the New South Africa voting/constitutional outlined by the presidents council (qv 
25/10), during an interview. Consensus agreements of cabinet members, drawn from 
various groups, which are to be headed by a rotating chairman : Switzerland for 
example. 
 
These ideas are illusionary says Professor Ray Sutter, a former lecturer in law at 
Witwatersrand University of Johannesburg, who is now head of the Congress’s 
political education department : giving the masses a one for one vote but to have the 
remaining blocking powers in the hands of the whites would not be appreciated after 
the goal of universal suffrage had been achieved. 
 
The Broederbond, formerly headed by G Viljoen. has produced its own draft 
constitution : two chamber House of Representatives with three hundred members all 
who have one to one vote. A Senate with ten members from each of the countries 
provinces : one hundred members and ten members from each ethnic group. -  A Group 
is recognised if it has a population strength of more than half a million that share a common culture or 
religion . Each Group would have a sixty per cent choice to be represented this way. 



 
Mon 5 
 
‘Independent’ since 1979 the Vendu Homeland suffering a long history of alleged 
witchcraft. This has been increasing lately with those possessed taking refuge close to 
police stations for protections. 
 
Some limited resettlement in villages, where the headman provides protection. There 
are political issues involved as well as rivalry among the people. It is hoped that a visit 
from Nelson Mandela, who will speak on the issue, will take place soon. 
 
Highlighted Selina Phuravhathu and her four children living adjacent to Dzanaini 
police station who is in hiding after her family allege that she was involved in the 
death of  nephew. She has been denounced by his children, who fled to this place of 
safety after a ‘kangaroo court’ fails to satisfy thoughts of revenge. 
 
Tues 6 
 
Weekend clashes between the African National Congress and members of the Black 
Consciousness Movement, in Bekkersdal township west of Johannesburg. There were 
nineteen deaths reported after sporadic faction fighting occurred since 2/90 . The latest 
deaths came after a call was made for students to boycott their examinations. There 
was a second similar clash in Soweto in which the president of the Anzanian Youth 
Movement, T Mcerwa, was critically injured at a student hostel. The staff, at 
Witwatersrand University are working with members of the authorities towards a 
peace agreement. 
 
Taxi wars claim the lives of eight passengers in Kathlehong township in the Orange 
Free State on 4/11. Crime in Soweto : 3&4/11 : there were eleven reports of rape, 
twelve vehicle hijacks, the same number of stolen vehicles and twenty two murders 
were reported This is a typical police situation report say the authorities. 
 
The Congress protest at the treason charges (qv 30/10) laid against the eight members 
of those linked linked to Operation Vula (qv). There has been calls for the suspension 
of the trial till the question of indemnity for all is sorted out. There are allegations that 
torture of some of those held has been carried out by members of the security forces. 
 
Operation Vula was approved by the national executive committee of the Congress, 
under the command of Oliver Tambo, thence Alfred Nzo, the secretary general of the 
liberation movement. The security forces are using Operation Vula to exploit any 
splits between the South African Communist Party and the like minded Congress. 
 
Wed 7 
 
Randburg bi election, which was caused by the resignation of W Malan a former 
leader of the Democratic Party. He is bowing out because of de Klerk' s reforms and 
his relentless push ahead to the New South Africa which the Democratic Party was 
initially formed for. With H Schwarts, DP, MP, soon to take up the vacant post as 



Pretoria’s ambassador in Washington, the future of the whole party comes into sharp 
focus. 
 
The bi election will be a straight fight between the Conservatives and the Nationalists. 
In the 1987 general election the National Party vote was fifteen thousand against the 
Conservative Party who gained only seven hundred and fifty five votes. 
 
The law and order Minister, A Vlok is trying to contain the violence in Bekkersdal 
township (qv 6/11). Imposes a curfew, to stem the death toll of twenty five that have 
died in the last six days. 
 
Thurs 8 
 
The prosecution of M Mahaji is called in to question as the Durban trial, of the 
Operation Vulu Eight, which began on 30/10. The defence will state that Mr 
Mahajiwas was arrested whilst his amnesty status was still in force. Amnesty for 
political crimes would expire on 19/8. The executive member of the African National 
Congress was arrested on 26/7. Mr Mahaji’s lawyers will call the minister of justice, 
K Coetzer, as a defence witness. in an attempt to have the eight granted indemnity 
from prosecution or at least allow bail. 
 
At a church conference, in Rustenberg in the Western Transvaal, the delegates of the 
Dutch Reform Church feels the mood of reform : confessing the sins of apartheid : is 
not an experiment that went wrong, as the National Party believe. This decision was 
made after prompting from the Afrikaner theologian, Professor W Jonker of 
Stellenboch University. His stance has been endorsed by the Moderator of the Dutch 
Reform Church, Professor P Piegiter. 
 
Arrest of two whites, after random attacks on blacks, in Potchefstroon in the 
Transvaal. Those held are charged with attempted murder and armed robbery.. There 
were four more deaths, countrywide, linked to faction fighting. 
 
Randomburg Bi - Election result, National Party 10,882, Conservative Party 1,967. 
This result gives the impression that the majority of whites are happy with de Klerks 
political moves . 
 
Chief Buthelezie, while on a trip to London, has issued a statement denying claims 
that members of the Inkatha Freedom Party have any links with the violence in the 
townships. 
 
Sat 10 
 
Exodus of residents, after faction fighting leaves sixteen dead, from the Mooi River 
township in Natal on 8/1. The victims of the attack were attending an Inkatha meeting 
outside the nearby town of Brunisville. The consequences of this attack could 
endanger any direct talks that N Mandela and Chief Buthelezie may have to try and 
come to some peace agreement. Local talks on this issue have already been cancelled 
as a result. 



Gunmen, with grenades and petrol bombs, have ambushed hostel dwellers in 
Sebokeng township in the Transvaal. Twelve people were injured. 
 
Nelson Mandela was greeted at Jan Smuts Airport by a four hundred strong crowd 
after his eighteen day tour of the Far East and Australia. 
 
The trialists in the Vulu Eight prosecution case (qv 6/11) have been granted bail while 
the amnesty question is being investigated. 
 
The neo Nazi, Barry Strydom of the ‘White Wolves’ has been convicted of murdering 
blacks, in a series of random attacks in 1988. His lawyers say that he will apply for 
release under the terms of amnesty, which are granted on killers convicted of carrying 
out political killings on members of the public. 
 
Sun 11 
 
Chief Buthelezie’s visit to London (qv 8/11) was for discussions with J Aspinall, Sir J 
Goldsmith, J Rothchild and Mark Gordon who are all prominent members of the 
International Freedom Foundation. 
 
Mon 12 
 
Accuracy of the Harms Inquiry (qv 1/90) comes into question after the publication the 
Mc Naly report , written by the attorney general of the Orange Free State and a police 
chief, A Conrade, at the end of 1989 (qv 17, 18/11). This minority report criticises 
Professor at Law J Duggard, who took an active leading role in the Harmes Inquiry 
despite having already made up his mind about the evidence given by two former 
policemen : A Nofeloma and D Coetzee : who were branded unreliable and 
unpredictable respectively. 
 
Pretoria townships of Atteridgeville and Saulsvile have been designated ‘unrest areas’ 
under the terms of the Public Safety Act. Under the terms of this act a curfew from 
nine pm to four am has been imposed. This move comes after clashes between the 
police and crowds attacking the homes of local councillors. 
 
Tues 13 
 
In Bophuthatswana thirty two  members of the African National Congress have been 
arrested, to prevent an alleged attempt to overthrow the government of Chief Lucas 
Mangapope. This was denied by Congress and the arrests were blamed on a general 
crackdown on political opposition 
 
Members of the Congress of South African Trade Unions have been called out on 
general strike, in the Pretoria area. The strike is in support of a number of grievances : 
a protest at cuts in services in the townships as well as calling on the government to 
incorporate Bophuthatswana back under South African rule. 
 
Faction fighting has claimed a number of lives in the following townships : Sebokeng, 
one Kathlehong, five, and Jouberton after police fired on petrol bombers. 



Lesotho 's ceremonial king, King Letsie the Third replaced his deposed, and exiled, 
father, Mashoeshoe the Second, who has lived in London since 3/90. - Reuters - 
 
Wed 14 
 
Claims of clearances of politics as the two hundred and ten page Harmes Commission 
report is published. The inquiry was set up in 2/90 to investigate claims by A 
Nofeloma and D Coetzee (qv 12/11)  
 
The findings of the report include   
 
[1] Evidence of police, whilst suspended, mainly tending towards actuality.  
 
[2] No evidence of activity of the Civil Corporation Bureau of the anti apartheid 
activist D Webster, merely suspicion. 
 
[3] Anton Luboski was a member of military intelligence and the evidence from the 
defence minister, General Malan, that Luboski was a threat to the existence of the 
intelligence service and by, implication, to the  ministers future. 
 
After the enthronement of King Letsie the Third (qv 13/11) his exiled father, King 
Moshoeshoe the Second, predicts a further strong linkage with South Africa. He sees 
no return to civilian rule in the near future - as he was in the process of arranging. 
 
Thurs 15 
 
Reply to “We cry for Our Land” (qv 1/11) the report from Wendy Davis on the plight 
of South Africa’s farm workers 
 
The execution of A Sekabne, in Bophuthatswana, is the first person to suffer the death 
penalty for twelve months.  
 
As the Congress campaign for the reintegration of the ‘independent homeland’ gathers 
pace, members of forty branches across Bophuthatswana : where there are a total of 
one hundred and twenty branches, have been jailed for the coup attempt in 1988 to 
overthrow the government of Lucas Mangapope. 
 
In protest at the number of growing homeless numbers twenty five blacks have begun 
squatting in the United States consulate in Durban. after their homes were destroyed 
on 13/11. 
 
Fri 16 
 
Refugees fleeing from actions by the MNR in the civil war in Mozambique are 
encouraged to flee across the border to refugee camps set up in Magweni and 
InkaNgwane homelands where, before officials can register and document them or 
forced out are given land ‘agents’ who force the children into slavery. They are then 
sold on the border for as little as forty pounds. The price can rise up to seventy pounds  



if they are taken into the city, where the boys will do low paid work and the girls will 
be forced to work as concubines : prostitutes. 
 
Letter,   A Minty, Honouree Secretary, Anti Apartheid Movement, 13 
Mandela Street London NW1  the need for Christmas greeting from members of the 
international community, to bee sent to all those held as political prisoners, along with 
their families. 
 
Sat 17 
 
Long term South Africans, exiled in Britain, have the opportunity of returning home, 
if and when called, as has been noted by the the much publicised return of Donald 
Woods to East London. For some problems remain : should the well of returnees 
typified by Band M Turok jump the queue and return before those languishing in 
refugee camps throughout Africa? 
 
Angolan government and US backed Unita rebels renewed peace talks yesterday, there 
5th attempt in eight months but  sources were sceptical about chances of success. The 
talks, hosted by Portugal are attended by USA and Soviet observers. - Reuters -  
 
“it [the EEC] also granted $897,000 to the victims of civil war in Mozambique who 
have fled to Malawi.” - AP - 
 
Mon 19 
 
A march, through the heart of Johannesburg, to protest at separate  councils for black 
and whites. The demonstration was organised by the Civics Association of the 
Transvaal [Cast] : an African National Congress affiliate. Their call was for joint 
councils where the black and white councillors would served the interests of the town 
and township together. During the march there were two deaths.  
 
Across the country there were similar actions in Randfontein (qv 19/10). Sewerage 
seeping through to the Vaal River. 
 
Freedom for fifteen suspected Congress members  after their arrest, on 13/11, in 
Bophuthatswana. 
 
Tues 20 
 
Presumed faction fighting leads to the death of nineteen in Zonk’ Izizwe squatter 
camp near Borksburg east of Johannesburg. The fighting comes after supporters of the 
Inkatha Freedom Party, from the Vosloorus township, attacked a similar rally .  
 
In Soweto a rally attended by twenty thousand there were no major incidents except 
that four people died in an attack on Merafe Hostel : an Inkatha stronghold. Other 
incidents occur in Zwide township, near Port Elizabeth, two policeman’s and a blacks 
bodies were found riddled with bullets near a shebeen. 
 



A report by the South African Institute of Race Relation states that between 1/90 and 
10/90 there were three thousand and thirty eight deaths. This is a daily average of ten 
per day. These figures already include the fifty five that died over the last weekend. 
 
Six whites have been arrested over links with bombings. They include a British 
national Mr C Singleton and one with duel nationality. They were held over incidents 
concerning attacks on a taxi rank in Pretoria, on 11/8, and the death of an employee of 
a computer fir in Durban (qv 3/11). These attacks are all thought to be on the orders of 
he right wing ‘Order of Death’ group 
 
Nelson Mandela feel that a political settlement is a long way off. Therefore the 
maintenance of sanctions is necessary. 
 
Thurs 22 
 
In the Rand Supreme Court Vyre Weekblad and the Weekly Mail newspapers are 
jointly defending a libel action, that has been brought by the head of the South Africa 
forensic medicine department, General L Neetheng, after they printed claims that he 
had sent parcels of poisoned beer and spirits to Mozambican based African National 
Congress guerrillas. The general demands thirty thousand pounds in damages. 
 
Now acting as witnesses, L Lesia aged thirty four, alleged he was recruited to South 
African military intelligence to ferry goods for a ‘Mr B Killer’ and a ‘Mr Brain’ who 
were state employees. A case of laced beer was drunk by Gibson Ncube, a member of 
the Congress, who subsequently died within fourteen days following another case, 
where another agent was arrested and held in Harare in 1987 and released in 7/90. 
 
Journalists on Mozambique’s main daily newspaper, Notcias, went on strike yesterday 
over a dispute about career advancement. - Reuters -  
 
Fri 23 
 
Transkie coup attempted by Colonel C Dull, the second in command to the homelands 
leader, General B Holomasia, who accused South Africa and, or, the AWB with 
involvement. The alleged pretext were rumours that the Congress are moving fighters 
back into the Transkie, ready for military action, if negotiations were to break down. 
 
Links through Harare is security service to the ANC is detrimental and its 
destabilising effects. 
 
Bulgaria and South Africa yesterday agreed to open offices in each others capitals in a 
first step towards full diplomatic relations, the official BTA news agency reported. 
Reuters   
 
Sat 24 
 
Questionable future for two of the most vigorous protest movements that have forced 
the recent changes in South Africa. At the annual Anti Apartheid Movement, in 



Sheffield, it must decide its role or even whether to disband now that the Congress is 
on the verge of constructive negotiations inside the country. 
 
The London based International Defence Aid Fund will return its organisation to 
South Africa, in mid 1991, from where it was banned in 1966. 
 
Nelson Mandela in Switzerland (qv 20/11) in the run up to talks with de Klerk, on 
27/11, is taking a tough stance but is still prepared for a constitutional assembly to 
work out a new constitution and an interim government throughout the negotiating 
period. 
 
Calls for ‘Pik’ Botha, the foreign minister, to resign over allegations of his knowledge 
of a coup attempt in the Transkie (qv 23/11). During the coup attempt eleven of the 
rebels were killed and seven of the homelands military forces also lost their lives. 
 
Six day tally of death in the mining industry : twenty in the Deep Level Mine in 
Cartonville and three  in the DLM in Klerkendor, three in ‘Angola’ A Freegold Mine, 
near Welkom in the Orange Free State. There were five more deaths in the mine at 
Dormfontein , near Johannesburg. 
 
Sun 25 
 
Lusaka based Dirk Coetzee, mentioned in the Harms Inquiry (qv) is not entirely 
unwelcome by the Congress as a recent recruit. The former member of the Civil 
Corporation Bureau is not privy to security arrangements. 
 
At a meeting with a former victim of military intelligence, Mr R Sacco, a rural hippie 
describing a relaxed atmosphere at the removal of a Congress activist from a 
barbecue. Mr Coetzee also gave the original story behind the poisoning/libel case (qv 
22/11) 
 
Mon 26 
 
After the annual general meeting of the Anti Apartheid Movement (qv 24/11) 
delegates at the Sheffield conference agreed to exert “maximum pressure” to ensure 
that the South African peace process continues - GDN, page 6 C8 -  
 
In an effort to build up an independent economy Namibian Airways wants to use the 
country as a conduit to fly passengers from the Americas and Australia to South 
Africa. The airway will use a Boeing 747. leased from Pretoria. This will prevent the 
need for Namibian Airways from landing in the United States, which was banned by 
the US Congress in 1986. Tentative inquiries have been already been made, according 
to K Petch, the general manager of Namibian Airways. 
 
Tues 27 
 
Nine deaths in Natal on 23/11 with a further ten within the last 24 hours. In the 
Transvaal a group of right wingers, equipped with whips, attack a Sunday school 
party. The attack took place in the previously ‘all white’ town of Port Louis. Most of 



those attacked came from the adjacent township of Torchard. Police authorities will 
investigate claims that the police that were on the ground failed to come to the 
assistance of those being whipped. 
 
The right wing AWB movement has attacked the National Union of Mineworkers 
meeting held in the town of Weklom, in the Northern Transvaal on 25/11, 
hospitalising officials of the Union. 
 
After the allegations of a coup attempt in the Transkie (qv 23/11) Pretoria is 
reconsidering its aid package to the Homeland. 
 
Wed 28 
 
Aftermath of the violence in Kathlehong township after clashes between members of 
the Zulu and Xhosa nations, leaves eleven dead. This comes at the same time that N 
Mandela and de Klerk hold two hours of talks in which they both reaffirm their 
commitment to further peaceful negotiations. 
 
Thurs 29 
 
United States backed rebels damaged Luanda’s oil refinery yesterday and fought a 
separate eight hour battle with Angola’s government troops. - Reuters -  
 
Fri 30 
 
Unita attack, in Angola, (qv 29/11) an eye witness account : on the ground with the 
rebels. 
 
Archbishop Tutu hosts a wide ranging summit of political leaders at the Bishopric in 
Cape Town. Those attending were from the African National Congress, the Anzanian 
Peoples Liberation Organisation  and members of the Pan African Congress. 
Noticeable by his absence was Chief M Buthelezie of the Inkatha Freedom Party. Also 
absent were the leaders of Bophuthatswana an ‘independent’ homeland. 
 
Despite their differences the Inkatha leader was happy that regional peace efforts, in 
Natal, should continue as soon as possible. Security was intense and provided by 
Rottweiler Security, which was under a high court ruling not to threaten violence 
during a recent Transport and General Workers union dispute. This was seen as rather 
an embarrassment. 
 
Nelson Mandela has been accused, by the poet and author Sir L van de Post, of being 
a man of lack of vision and relying on slogans and clichés. 
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Sat 1 
 
Police have arrested 12 white extremists in connection with an attack by uniformed 
neo Nazis black school children picnicking in a park, once reserved for whites. They 
have been held on charges of public violence. - Reuters -  
 
Sun 2 
 
Defence of the original suppression, by R W Jonson (qv 14/10) that the determination 
of the New South Africa will depend on the resolution of the ethnic violence between 
the Zulu and Xhosa that is the cause of the faction fighting (qv 28/11). Views may be 
to somewhat too established for the ‘public’ African National Congress and attacked 
by ‘notables,’ but some believe some compromise is necessary. 
 
A plane carrying thirty two passengers from Johannesburg to Nairobi will today be a 
further breaking down of the isolationist policies towards South Africa, that have for 
so long been part of international concerns of the world. 
 
A partial ceasefire agreed with the MNR, after the latest round of peace talks in Rome, 
will affect the two transport corridors from landlocked Zimbabwe to the Mozambican 
coast. The agreement limits the positioning six thousand of Harare’s troops, as a 
defence force, to 1.8 miles either side of the Corridor, with implementation will start 
from 5/12. International observers, from the UK, USA, Zambia, the Congo and Italy 
will monitor the effectiveness of the cease fire. Another role for the international 
observers is to determine who are the ‘real’ rebels or is it ‘rogue bandits’ that are the 
cause of much of the trouble. 
 
After the Rome talks the MNR still insist on the need for continued negotiations : in 
particular on the proposal of power sharing, rather than the favoured route of the 
Maputo government a general election. There fear is that the ruling Frelimo party 
would win any contest outright. 
 
The remnants of the South African Defence Force, who were deployed in Namibia 
before its recent independence, the Bushmen  have been co opted as trackers into the 
force. They have been ‘dumped’ or settled at the former officers club of the Second 
Battalion’s Omega Base Camp. Here they will stay, stranded, until the occupying  
return to South Africa,  without pay and diminishing benefits. 
 
Mon 3 
 
The funerals of those that died during the Johannesburg march (qv19/11) has been 
used as a platform by Nelson  Mandela to give the strongest hint yet that the Congress 
will pull out of negotiations with the government. They claim to have evidence that  
of police collusion with members of the Zulu nation during the faction fighting in 



Zonk' Izizwe squatter camp (qv 20/11). Replying to these claims the minister of law 
and order, A Vlok. says the links are “spurious.” In his defence the minister shows a 
video of the clashes to the local media. 
 
Another complaint from Mr Mandela is that the local press have found his wife 
already ‘guilty’ in her involvement with the death of Stompie Moketsie before her 
trial in 2/91. 
 
Teritus Myburg the newspaper editor who was to have become ambassador to 
London, then Washington, died of cancer in Johannesburg yesterday  - D Beresford, 
GDN page 8 Column 1 - 
 
Tues 4 
 
Continuing faction fighting, the heaviest in Thorkosa township, bringing the death toll 
to fifty two. There are also similar clashes in Tembisia and Kathlehong, in the 
Witwatersrand area south of Johannesburg. 
 
An eyewitness account of violence in the townships to the south and east of 
Johannesburg has been given to journalists by W Mbele. He details a defence 
committee has been set up in Phola Park squatter camp : attached to Thokosa 
township as early as 30/11. This was in anticipation of the Zulu/Xhosa clashes (qv 
3/12). The accusations of police collusion, made by the African National Council, 
have been backed up by members of the South African Communist Party. 
 
After the threat of the withdrawal of Pretoria’s aid to the Transkie General B 
Holomasia now accepts that South Africa had no part in the failed coup (qv 27/11) 
 
The MPLA congress will be convened, within seven days to try an turn away from 
communist ideology and turn towards the free market economy and the introduction 
of multi party democracy. This could be as early as 1991. The government will invite 
Unita to participate, despite the rebels reaction (qv 30/11), where they destroyed an oil 
pipeline to the coastal town of Soyo. 
 
Wed 5 
 
Clashes after the fighting in Thokosa (qv 4/12) have risen to seventy one deaths. As a 
result a curfew has been imposed by the minister, which seems to be having the 
desired effect 
 
‘Warlords,’loyal to Congress or Inkatha, are the main cause of these clashes while the 
Congress will go ahead with a march through Pretoria, which has already been 
proscribed by a magistrate. At the city’s University research has found that fifty per 
cent of whites favour the opening of the cities civic amenities to all residents.  
 
Two whites, among those who were arrested after the park whippings (qv 1/12) were 
rescued by the police who were being beaten by the angry crowd. 
 



Leader Comment, Back to the Land - in equal opportunities only perceived help 
from Law and Order equals township violence where the real and lasting problem is 
the unequal distribution of land - 13% for blacks, and 87% for whites. Even with the 
promised scrapping of the 1913 and 1936 Land Acts, in 1991 there is much poverty. 
The unequal distribution will cause friction  - not least from the Afrikaner farmer - see 
their stance on handing over their land (qv 29/10). 
 
“Land tenure will need to tackle the social and civil cross fertile climate of violence - 
the real revolution needed.” 
 
Thurs 6 
 
Joint Congress statement with leading Jewish organisations - the South African 
Jewish Board of Deputies [SAJBD] and the South African Zionist Foundation [SAZF] 
after a meeting with Nelson  Mandela and members of the national executive 
committee.  
 
The delegations offer mutual support for the right to existence, of all organisations 
attending. The initial move for the meeting was brought about by the politicisation of 
the community by Rabbi A Assabi, which began in 1985. The Rabbi’s politicisation 
began when considering the Palestinian question in the 1960’s. 
 
When he arrived in South Africa, he kept a low profile as most Jews did with their 
‘keep out of things, ‘not want to know’ attitude. 
 
The South African government granted an independent television company 
permission to broadcast news - ending a 15 year state monopoly. - Reuters -  
 
Fri 7 
 
Permission has been granted for the go ahead with a Mass Mobilisation March 
through Pretoria. A five thousand strong crowd will march through  the city, there are 
also similar marches through Johannesburg and Bloomfontein, it will be  led by 
Winnie Mandela and Joe Slovo. There destination is the parliament building. They are 
angered by the delay in the release of political prisoners and no end to the faction 
fighting. They are interrupted on their route by a white man who calls the African 
National Congress murderers. He is hustled away by the police. 
 
Attending the Pan African Congress’s internal congress, scheduled for 8/12, will be 
members of the external wing of the congress. They will be attending as guests? 
 
Officer in charge of investigating right wing terrorism claims that thousands of 
extremist Boers are ready to take up arms in defence of the “mother country.” His 
comments come as the police oppose bail for Piet Rudolf, who is held on six terrorism 
charges (qv 4/90) 
 
 



Sat 8 
 
The Pan African Congress summit scheduled for today, day two,  is to be joined by 
members of its external wing (qv 7/12). The organisation is expected to abandon the 
stance of opposition to talks with the government, therefore joining the African 
National Congress. They have agreed this move for fear “of being left behind.” Also 
to be settled is the question of leadership, with the creation of an internal wing which 
is led by acting president Clarence Makwetu after the movements unbarring in 2/90 
has to be reconciled with ‘old guard’ formed in the 1960’s. 
 
At the thirteenth anniversary of the ‘independence of Bophuthatswana President Lucas 
Mangapoe rejects moves to incorporate the ‘homeland’ back into South Africa, 
claiming a change of mind if there were any benefits forthcoming from any 
negotiations. 
 
The only the guide to who is and who is not a political prisoner has been agreed at the 
meeting of the government/Congress committee that was set up to deal with such a 
difficult problem. Even so it is these grounds that Barry Strydom is using to appeal 
against his eight life sentences for the attack on a gathering of blacks in 11/88.  
 
The aim of the mass killer is to return home to his wife, Karen, nee Routenbach, who 
is living in the family home in the town of Hartebeespoort Dam north of Pretoria.. 
Both families share a military past, fighting for independence from the English in the 
Boer War and the Afrikaner rebellion of in 1914. 
 
Another person charged with similar crimes in R McBride, a Congress operative. who 
was sentenced to death, in 1987, after a bomb blast in Durban. His antecedence, Major 
Jon McBride, was a Boer War veteran who then went on to fight in the Easter 
Uprising in Dublin. in 1916. 
 
Cornellious Lottering, a convicted right wing killer of black taxi driver, as a ‘practice’ 
who was sent to jail for 29 years is another prisoner who is expecting a pardon from 
any government led by Nelson Mandela, in the interests of reconciliation. De Klerk is 
opposed to this idea. 
 
Sun 9 
 
The mass protests through Johannesburg and the other cities (qv 7/12) are as well 
highlighting the problems of the political prisoners and the return of exiles is to keep 
the momentum on the Congress who must keep up the pressure on de Klerk to 
continue the process of change 
 
Both sides agree that sanctions should be removed. Nelson Mandela would rather see 
the terms and conditions that apply, whilst de Klerk meets the known demands 
 
Donald Woods the former editor of the Rand Daily Mail and the ally of the Black 
Consciousness leader ,Steve Biko, brought his wife and children back yesterday for 
the first time in 13 years - AP -  
 



Mon 10 
 
The worrying state of the faction fighting has been discussed at a special summit 
between Nelson Mandela and de Klerk. There joint fears is that the continued fighting 
could the peace negotiations 
 
The Pan African Congress decision (qv 8/12) does not indicate that they will sit in the 
current talks with the African National Congress and the government. They will join 
the talks when the setting up of a  constitutional assembly has been agreed. They will 
then take a part in negotiating a new constitution. 
 
At the formal launch of the Inkatha Freedom Party Chief Buthelezie warns that peace 
cannot come with only Nelson Mandela and de Klerk at the negotiating table and with 
support only of the Congress and the National Party throughout the country. 
 
In the run up to the Congress Congress in Johannesburg, on 14/12, there is much 
dissatisfaction with the leadership over potentially embarrassing issues. These include 
the appointment of Winnie Mandela as social director of the Congress and her 
forthcoming trial. The lack of new recruits, only two hundred thousand in the last ten  
months. The slow return of exiles. Integration of the United Democratic Front. The 
structure of the internal organisation. Lack of leadership, from the top. No peace with 
Inkatha or it’s chairman Chief Buthelezie  
 
There is a call for the Operation Vula charges (qv 10/11) to be dropped. 
 
Mozambique will need more than 1 million tonnes of food aid next year to avert mass 
starvation, according to the government and the UN - Reuters -  
 
Tues 11 
 
Life and times of Ellen Kuzwayo aged 76 the “Mother of Soweto.” The only women 
on the townships Committee of Ten, which was set up following the 1976 Soweto 
Uprising. Detained for five months at the age of sixty three,  under the Detention of 
Terrorism Act. Mrs Kuzwayo is now working as a consultant for Zamani Soweto 
Sisters : a self help group, Chair Maggi Magaba Trust - Aid Soweton Women’s 
president since 1984, Black Consumer Union. Campaigned against use of ‘skin 
lighteners (qv 9/9). These products are a health hazard. 
 
Books : Call Me Women @ £5.95 and Sit Down and Listen @ £4.95. The two books 
are published by The Women’s Press. 
 
The text of a letter from Nelson Mandela to the European Economic Commission has 
been released. In the letter the Congress leader lays out his wishes for the issue of 
sanctions. 
 
Wed 12 
 
Attacked by ‘young comrades on Inkatha hostel leaves about thirteen dead in Thokosa 
township. With the embittered Zulu workers reeking revenge at Phola Park squatter 



camp. This attack brings the days death total to thirty seven and a weekend total of 
approximately fifty seven. The police stood on the sidelines till the Coloured township 
of Eden Vale was threatened.  
 
There were complaints of lack of concern from Mr Makgoaba, a community worker, 
at the behaviour of Nelson Mandela. He will today join a South African Council of 
Churches delegation in a peace initiative round the townships, but the diary of Chief 
Buthelezie is “full” as a joint Congress/Inkatha statement calls for an end to the 
fighting. 
 
Doubts proliferate about the ability of the army in Mozambique to contain the MNR 
once the Zimbabwean army is in place (qv 2/12). see also Zimbabwe military 
operation, inside Mozambique where they lost a captured rebel HQ, in 1985.  
 
The MNR are still a force to be reckoned with. They have even destroyed power lines 
inside South Africa on 7/12. 
  
Multi party elections, in Mozambique are to be fought in 1991. These are still not to 
the liking of the rebels, but will be closely contested by other right wing groups who 
dislike Frelimo’s socialist policies. They have no liking for the violence of the rebels. 
 
Thurs 13 
 
In separate peace visits to Thokosa township, Chief Buthelezie accompanied by A 
Vlok, the minister of law and order, head straight to the police station where they both 
stress the impartiality of the police force. They do, however, promise to station more 
police in the township. 
 
Nelson Mandela, as part of the South African Council of Churches delegation, was 
driven from the township by angry young Zulu warriors. 
 
Exiled Oliver Tambo, president of the African National Congress, is expected to settle 
in a home built on land in Wattville on the East Rand, which has been presented to 
him by members of the Congress. 
 
Letter,   D James, Associate Director Oxfam, 274 Bambary Road, Oxford - 
poverty and suffering petition - 65,000 signatories sent to the government minister 
Linda Chalker asking her to remember the problems. 
 
Major backers of the Angolan civil war, the USA and the USSR’s foreign ministers 
meet with P de Castro van Duem, the Angolan foreign minister, who is accompanied 
by J Savimbi, the Unita leader. During their forty five minuet meting in Washington 
they discuss a formula for a cease fire, in place by 3/91. 
 
A review of Congress policy on sanctions in the report Managing the Period of 
Transition. This report considers the effectiveness of sanctions, on the eve of the EEC 
summit in Rome. 
 
 



Fri 14 
 
A crowd of six thousand jubilant supporters gathered at Jan Smutts International 
Airport to greet Oliver Tambo, the African National Congress president, and his wife 
Adeline. They arrived back in the land of their birth with thirty five other relatives. Mr 
Tambo had been granted fourteen days amnesty from prosecution so he can officiate 
at the opening of the movements annual conference in Johannesburg.  
 
At the Congress's end he will return to London for medical treatment following a 
brain spasm he suffered in 1989. In the due course of time the Congress president will 
return to South Africa. 
 
1991 has been declared 'the year of further reforms' by de Klerk. The presidents 
announcement was made during a speech to Conservative Party delegates at a 
Stellenbosch University meeting. 
 
The German Chancellor, H Khol, has a meeting with the president of the European 
Economic Community where he proposed that Community sanctions against the 
apartheid state should be modified. To do sou would indicate support for de Klerk in 
his efforts to “create a democratic regime.” 
 
Sat 15 
 
Oliver Tambo's opening speech to the delegates, attending the first ANC 's internal 
annual general meeting inside South Africa since the 1960's, concentrates on changing 
the movements policies concerning sanctions. These, he said, must become more 
conciliatory and Congress must not loose the initiative to the government in light of 
the recent moves by the West German government (qv 14/12). 
 
Mr Mandela criticised government ministers for misinterpreting certain points during 
the negotiations. These, he thinks, was deliberate. There are warnings of the return to 
the armed struggle, which might extend to attacks on the white community. However 
there are still hopes of a successful  change to democratic government.  
 
Grisly evidence of apparent police and Inkatha connivance during the violence in 
Thokosa township (qv 4/12) has been filmed by World Wide Television News. The 
evidence has come to light after a trainee editor sent a video of the confrontation to 
the Weekly Mail newspaper. The video shows members of Inkatha advancing towards 
a crowd of Congress supporters, all the while being protected by tow police personnel 
carriers.  
 
Discussion papers, placed before the Congress's annual general meeting, cover a 
whole range of issues from sanctions to the cultural boycott. They argue that their 
efforts are producing a negative results and give the lie that the government is taking 
all the international credit. 
 
Jonas Savimbi, leader of the US backed rebels fighting Angola's Soviet backed 
government, said in Washington that he was eager to run for president in free 



elections he hopes will run next year “if my party does nominate me, I will run” said 
Dr Savimbi head of Unita. - Reuters -  
 
Sun 16 
 
Of the one thousand six hundred and eleven delegates to the Congress annual general 
meeting in Johannesburg lass than one hundred were returning exiles. This is despite a 
promise that the great majority of the thirty thousand plus exiles would be home 
before the conference began. The failure to have them home was the form required by 
the government, and agreed by the liaison committee (qv 3/90), which listed alleged 
crimes and confessions. 
 
What would be the ramifications of omitting some? An explanation was given by 
Aziz Parhad who as a member of the African National Congress was a member of the 
joint committee, noted that the exiles were kept in the dark till all the forms were 
filled in. 
 
The meeting of the heads of government of the European Economic Community, 
meeting in Rome lift their ban on new investment,as proposed by the British, with the 
current regime in Pretoria. Mr Tambo calls the move a leniency on sanctions, while 
Nelson Mandela reaffirms that pressure should be kept on the de Klerk government 
and leave the door open for a quick change of policy later on. 
 
Mon 17 
 
Conference decisions explained to the masses gathered in Soweto township. Residents 
demand that a more militant stance should be taken. Responding Congress will 
consider suspending the negotiations, due to start in 4/91, if the agreed measures are 
not carried out by the government. The main stumbling block is the slow return of the 
exiles and the slow release of political prisoners.  
 
The line taken by Oliver Tambo, over the sanctions issue (qv 6/12) was defeated by a 
fifteen point clause, “existing company maintained,” as a contingency plan would 
seem a defeat. 
 
Members of the Pan African Congress who were given special government permission 
to attend the Johannesburg meeting (qv 8/12) have had to hurriedly leave the country 
as their indemnity was in danger of expiring.  
 
Tues 18 
 
At the first internal annual general meeting of the Congress ends M Maharji aged fifty 
three makes good his intention and resigns from the national executive committee 
says Congress spokesman G Marias. It is thought that he resigned in protest at the lack 
of action over the Operation Vula trialists (qv 6/11). 
 
 
 
 



Wed 19 
 
During a nation wide television broadcast president de Klerk criticises the Congress 
decision of its possible withdrawal from negotiations ( qv 17/12) and its continued 
marshalling of the Mass Democratic Movement to achieve its aims. This way of 
talking is the old revolutionary language and is not suited at this time. During the 
television broadcast de Klerk promised that more troops would be sent to the 
townships, but peace could not be achieved without cooperation.  
 
As South Africa returns to the international community, after years of pariah status, in 
1985 foreign debts were over five billion pounds R25bn showing a net outflow of 
cash and businesses withdrew their finances. By 1988 cash out was R6bn : '89 R4bn. 
From 1/90 – 9/90 cash outflow was R1.5bn. Net inflow, 7/90 – 9/90 R1bn. The 
interest rate is twenty per cent, inflation fourteen percent.  
 
The price of gold, on which the economy is heavily dependent, must rise by five 
American dollars for every one American dollar that a barrel of oil rises in price to 
keep the apartheid states economy on an even keel. In the real world over the last six 
months the price of an ounce of gold has risen to just under three hundred American 
dollars per ounce, whereas the oil rich Gulf States have made vast profits. 
 
The state owned electricity company, Escom, along with small businesses have been 
able to raise money from European banks, where there are concerns about the ability 
of being able to repay the loans following the ending of the European Economic 
Community economic sanctions (qv 16/12). A Dutch company representing 
employers UNO have been flooded with enquiries about investment possibilities 
 
The toy craze among children, Ninja Turtles, has been attacked by fundamentalist 
members of the Bosko Christian Churches who call them 'ungodly'. In protest 
members of the congregation burned a consignment of the toys, in the town of 
Heymanus and Sanbaai which are seventy five miles from Cape Town. The burning 
occurred after the city councils refused to order their removal from the towns shops. 
 
Sat 22 
 
Three South Africans detained after a car bomb attack on the home of the USA's 
ambassador to Pretoria belong to a right wing group officials said in Johannesburg 
yesterday. - Reuters -  
 
Sun 23 
 
Promulgating the idea that there is a double agenda for discussion  and settlement with 
the African National Congress, the publicity of promised reforms, as shown with the 
return of the exiles and the release of political prisoners. On the other hand the 
government is casting around searching for alliances to take over the role  of the 
apparently popular Congress. This was best shown by the National Party at the time it 
opened its membership to all races.  
 



The failure to deliver on many issues : the slow return of these same political exiles  
and political prisoners and the apparent collusion between the police and the Inkatha 
Freedom Party ensures that the popularity of Congress is maintained by the masses. 
 
Cartoon “Steps will be taken which will include extension and intensification of 
impartial policing to restore stability” 
 
Mon 24 
 
Defying the decision made at the recent Congress annual conference (qv 17/12) not to 
have secret talks with the government just as rumours of such talks have been held 
between the president, Nelson Mandela and Oliver Tambo. These three 'principals' are 
said to have gathered in Pretoria to discuss a new constitution in a story leaked to the 
Johannesburg Sunday Times. 
 
At a weekend conference in Cape Town, of the Anzanian Peoples Organisation, the 
liberation movements president Professor I J Mosla warned delegates of the loss and 
betrayal of the country during these staged theatrical negotiations.  
 
Faction fighting leaves six dead in Alexandria township. 
 
Fri 28 
 
“I see a non racial society where we will enjoy equality before the law” based on the 
1956 Freedom Charter … “it is unreasonable to expect agreement to be reached 
overnight.” extract : N Mandela interview given to T Heard ex editor Cape Times  
 
In a move to speed up the return of the remaining political exiles, numbering in excess 
of forty thousand, the justice minister will allow foreign money to be used to speed 
their return home. 
 
As specified in the cease fire deal, between all sides in the civil war in Mozambique 
(qv 2/12), Zimbabwean troops have completed their withdrawal  of Grongosa 
province in the centre of the country. Their new position is three kilometres either side 
of the railway line that links Zimbabwe to the Indian Ocean. It is expected that the 
MNR rebels will swiftly occupy the vacated land and thus have a stronger negotiating 
position ant any further peace talks. 
 
To fill the vacant position of London's ambassador to Pretoria, to replace Sir R 
Renwick, the rumour is that the post will be filled by Sir C Powell, a supporter of  
prime minister Thatcher. 
 
A magistrate granted bail of £200 /R 1020 each yesterday to  white youths arrested in 
connection with the murder of a homeless Coloured couple who were doused with 
petrol and burned. - AP -  
 
 



Sat 29 
 
In a move by vigilantes in Soweto, who took members of the Zebra gang to the police, 
after a 25/12 attack  on a Salvation Army hostel in the township six girls were 
abducted and later raped. This showed to the police that the idea of street committees 
would help cut the crime rate. The police themselves forecast a New Year blitz on 
crime. 
A New year message from Clarence Mkwetu, the leader of the Pan African Congress, 
forecasts a 'patriotic front' between his movement and that of the Congress led by 
Nelson Mandela who labels the forthcoming talks as being of a 'preparatory nature.' 
 
The Reverend A Heindriks, the leader of the Labour Party in Coloured House in the tri 
carmel parliament, will lead his members in a campaign of parliamentary disruption if 
there is no quick move to  repeal the Group Areas Act and racial segregation. The 
Labour Party leader was speaking at the twenty fifth anniversary congress of the Party.  
 
In response president de Klerk, who was a guest of honour, promised to end racial 
segregation in the New South Africa. This he would not allow to be a 'birth by 
violence.'  
 
Mozambican students, in Havana, go on the rampage to protest at the poor quality of 
clothing provided. The trouble had been brewing since 3/12 when four hundred and 
eighty have stopped working. Government officials from Maputo are to fly to Cuba. 
 
Unita rebels have been blamed for damage to the airport building at Luanda Airport 
on 27/12. Three people were injured as a French airways flight to Paris was on the 
runway. The airport was working normally by 28/12. 
 
Murder rates per one thousand people : Cape Town Sixty five, London < two. Worst 
housing : in Johannesburg only two point seven per cent of homes have access to 
running water. In London the figure in ninety nine per cent. Statistics from United 
Nations, World Health Organisation, Population Crisis Committee Washington USA 
 
Sun 30 
 
A united Germany will be scandalised by the re-emergence of submarines to South 
Africa when it is said that the government of West Germany supplied pans for a U209 
type submarine. The Bonn administration insisted that such practices has ended in 
1/87. This current alleged breach was unearthed by World Campaign, an anti 
apartheid group based in Norway. 
 
The above is just one example of countries disregarding sanctions, despite the recent 
European Economic Commission rule change (qv 16/12. World Campaign names 
Howardswerke Deuch Werft [HDW] based in Kiel and Ingenieurkontor Libek [IKL], 
as the companies that drew up the submarine plans. 
 
With three hundred and seventy firms registered at Johannesburg 's German Chamber 
of Commerce large involvement with industry is not ruled out. Investment, direct or 
indirect, four hundred and seventy million pounds / D1336m in '86. Twelve months 



later investment had risen to five hundred and seventy five million pounds / D 1669 
million. - figures supplied by the Bundersbank Frankfurt  
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