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JA N  NETTLE

Creating a 
credibility
gap
ONE WONDERS when last 
the credibility of the Govern
ment has been at such á low 
ebb. Not only do members of 
the Cabinet seem unable to 
provide accurate information 
on vital topics but, they contra
dict themselves and when ll is 
convenient say the information 
Is not available, unobtainable 
nr.would be too time consum
ing to obtain.

Perhaps the classic example 
of the Government's lack of 
credibility came last month 
with the statement by the 
minister of the Interior, Mr. 
Gerdener, that no statistics 
are kept of clerics or religious 
workers who have had their 
passports withdrawn or who 
had left the country ou exit 
permits. Only six months be
fore the Prime Minister Mr. 
Vorster, bad produced these 
very statistics at a Press con
ference.

He had then proudly asser
ted that action had been taken 
apamst only 25 clerics of a total 
ef i 440 in the country over a 
period of 10 years.

The credibility gap was al- 
rradv quite wide hut it. yawn
ed when the Christian Instv- 
tutp entered the argument a 
f ’ W davs later and claimed 
that 89 clerics had been pen
alised or had a c t i o n  taken

gainst them in the previous 
,'ive vears. with action against 
SO Of them having been taken 
in 'he last year.The Prime Minister s own 
credibility took a hammering 
over the Van Blerk and Pie
naar affair Mr. .Tan van Blerk 
and Sir. .Tohan Pienaar are the 

; two rebel MFCs who tried to 
see Mr Vorster in Cape Town. 
Mr Vorster sent an emissary 
to tell them he was too busy.

Later it transpired that his 
activity was concentrated on 
a golf oourse where lie was 
taking part in a tournament

There have heen other ex
amples. Only this week Mr. 
Srhoeman, the Minister of 
Transport, calmly conceded 
In Parliament that the cost or 
the Saldanha Bay railway and 
harbour s c h e m e  would be 
about R700-million.

This came as a considerable 
surprise to the Opposition, who 
had heen told the figure was 
RMHMniUion hv the Minister 
ef Economic Affairs, Mr. Lou- 
rens Muller.

And now the credibility 
gap is growing steadily wdder 
b e c a u s e  Mr. Muller con
tinues to claim that the figure 
will be TMOO-millinn plus an 
adjustment for devaluation. 
Mr, Schneman lias now retired 
hurt. . . ..A few days ago we had the 
remarkable example of Dr. 
Mulder, the Minister of Tmrm-

r

gratlon. adopting one policy 
and the Minister of the In
terior, Air. Gerdener, another 
on the issue of atheists.

Dr. Mulder won t have athe
ists as immigrants but Mr. 
Gerdener does not worry about 
them when they apply for 
citizenship. There was no re
ligious criteria for people ap
plying for citizenship, he 
claimed.

So what is the Government’s 
attitude to atheists?

About the same time the 
Minister of Bantu Aministra- 
tion. Mr. M. C. Botha, asked 
Parliament to vote funds un
der the Additional Appro
priations Bill for salary in
creases for Whites falling un
der his department.

Pressed by tile Opposition 
be admitted that he did not 
know how many Whites were 
involved. Maybe, it was just a 
case of a Minister not doing 
bis homework. But it did not 
help him convince the pub
lic of his concern for their 
money.

Then there was that remark
able statement by Mr. Pelser 
the Minister of Justice, when 
he referred to Mr. Rlaar Coot- 
zee, the Minister of Community' 
Development, having “accident
ally” gone too far in defaming 
two officials in Pretoria.

Mr. Pelser was trying to jus
tify the expenditure of an un
disclosed amount of taxpayers’ 
money on the costs of the ac
tion and the damages awarded 
against Mr. Coetzce.

“ Accidentally" going too far 
is a curious way of describing 
what the Chief Justice, Mr Jus
tice Ogilvie Thompson, found 
to he the intentional humilia
tion of the two officials.

There are few things which 
do more harm to a govern
ment's image than this kind of 
double talk. The Nationalists 
would do well to remember 
that it was the credibility gap 
which played a major role in 
the downfall of the Johnson 
Administration in the United 
States.

Mr. Waring and 
Satour

AND WHILE we’re on the sub
ject of credibility Mr. Waring, 
that dynamic Minister of Tour
ism. has gone out of his way to 
disclaim any responsibility for 
the operations of the South 
African Tourist Corporation 
which was sacked by the agency 
It employed to do its advertis- 
ing.Mr. Waring spoke pompously 
of Satour heing an “autono
mous authority" and thus be
ing able to undertake func-

Connolly Quips

LIKE THE $ABC, Satour IS AN AUTONOMOUS AUTHORITY -N 
ANC» is NOT INFLUENCED IN ANY WAY 5Y THE 6 OV0 ?NMC-MT.

—

ALLISTER SPARKS

Rot that 
can’t be 
stopped

AS THE GREAT Nationalist post mortem contin- father It disapproves of protests and noncon- 
ues, the tull measure of the difficulties facing fornuty .And it believes it has devised an 
our rulers becomes more and more apparent, ideological formula which is right for everybody 
The cry is for action — but it is hard to see what and which should be imposed on all race groups 
action can be taken. for their own good whether they like it or not.

tions of this nature (the em
ployment of advertising agents) 
as part of its own internal ar
rangements.

"The attempts, therefore, of 
sections of the Press to align 
this decision to the Minister of 
Tourism, is merely one of the 
unjustifiable methods used hv 
them to discredit the Govern
ment generally and myself in 
particular,”  he said.

“Under the circumstances. I 
considered that their methods 
of conveying incorrect infor
mation, and not the true posi
tion, should lie exposed.”

Mr. Waring somehow forgot 
to mention the exact nature of 
his connection with Satour 
which is not at all an aloof one. 
For instance, Satour’s annual 
reports and accounts are add
ressed to him as the Minister 
who presents them to Parlia
ment.

The South African Tourist 
Corporation Act lays down that 
Satour must advise the Mini
ster every year of the “expen
ses of management and admini
stration and all other expen
ses of the Corporation."

And I’m sure it was not the 
intention that the Minister 
should glumly receive them 
without question.

Anri, finally, how curious 
that he should deride yesterday 
to answer questions in Parlia
ment about the Satour affair?

All about 
fur

MUCH FUR HAS been flying 
since news that a Free State 
farmer intends to use doE pelts 
for fur coats At a fashion show 
this week the compere went tn 
great lengths to say that her 
firm would not under any 
circumstances use such furs in 
their creations

She then said: "We obtain 
our skins by the most humane 
way of culling seals.” We were 
then assured that all game 
throughout the world was fully 
protected and no animal was in 
any danger of becoming ex
tinct.

The first garment on show 
was a leopard coat . . . followed 
by what was described as a 
“ priceless” Somali leopard . . .

Priceless — because it is 
nearly extinct?

When transport 
doesn’t matter
TUB MINISTER OF TRANS
PORT. Mr. Schneman, cheer
fully tnld the United Party this 
week that Johannesburg could 
build a tube railway nr any 
form of transport for its citi
zens as long as it did not inter

fere with thá running of his 
own railway : ystem.

His indiffei dice to what Jo
hannesburg d d In cater for its 
citizens camel over with start
ling clarity.

T would hive thought that 
the job of Minister ot Trans
port went further than concern 
for his pet railway system and 
that he woulff show; real inter
est in (he transport ot hund
reds of thousands of city dwel
lers.

Or does tltai «nty happen 
when Pretoria gets around to 
thinking of a tube?

Emergency
phone
WE ARE ALWAYS hearing of 
some professional or business
man havin" great difficulty 
when a seriaúi. fault develops 
in his telephone service and he 
finds his home cut off for a 
fortnight or more.

The Post Office claims it can
not help because the repair of 
whatever went wrong lakes 
time; meanwhile the subscriber 
fumes and probably loses busi
ness or custom.

Yet the remedy is available. 
The Post Office has a number 
of radio-telephones which are

generally installed in cars and 
can operate within 35 kilo
metres’ range of tile transmit
ter receiver. And if tile user i 
within range he can telephone 
to any number obtainable on 
the normal wire system.

This newspaper once demon
strated this by telephoning 
London while driving along 
Eloff Street, Johannesburg The 
trick was that the car broadcast 
in the Post Office receiver in 
Yeovjlle where The call entered 
the conventional telephone sys
tem.

It should he a relatively 
simple matter for the Post 
Office to keep a number of 
radio telephones for home use 
on tap for emergencies. The 
installation should be simple 
and quick and the man whose 
service had heen interrupted 
would be happy.

The Post Office may even 
make a profit on it. judging 
from all the complaints we 
hear.

39th week
AND SO THE GREAT silence 
about developments in the Ag- 
Imtti scandal continues It is 
now 39 weeks since this col
umn first said that nothing 
has happened since the scandal 
was reported to Parliament.

There must be a full investigation, say the 
party newspapers. The reasons for the election 
setbacks must be determined. Find out what the 
grievances are that are causing Nationalist voters 
to stay away from the polls, then rectify them. 
This must be possible, since the National Party is 
a dynamic organism. It is the party of change, so 
it must be able to meet this new threat

But can it?
True, the National Party has shown a certain 

fleetness of foot on the policy front. It rode to 
power on a bandwagon of blatant, race prejudice 
in the forties; but when the crude philosophy of 
wit baassknp started to become, untenable in the 
world of the latter fifties and early sixties, the 
NP rapidly adapted and refined it into the much 
more sophisticated and intellectually respectable 
concept of separate development.

And now, in the seventies, as it becomes 
increasingly apparent that separate development 
cannot be implemented in its proper sense and 
as the inexorable forces of economic and social 
change assert themselves, the policy is being 
adapted again into something much more prag
matic. The inevitability of multiracialism is 
being accommodated behind a facade of "multi- 
nationalism” .

But the worst of the problems facing the NP 
now are of a different order. They are more 
diffuse and elusive. They are also more of an 
institutional sort, concerning the inner structure 
and nature of the NP. and are therefore much 
more difficult to cope with. The very superficiali
ty. and even peremptoriness, of the replies 
offered by the party's chief information officer 
lo the points raised by rank-and-filers illustrate 
how hard it is going to be to make this kind of 
adjustment.

To me. these replies underline the very thing 
the party members are griping about.

No such party is going to take kindly to 
dissent. Least of all is it going to listen with 
tolerance and understanding to bolshiness from 
its own members. Its instinct is either to whip 
them into line or drive them out into the 
wilderness. And I don’t see how it is going lo be 
able to change such a fundamental trait any 
more than a man can change his personality in 
the interests of tactical expediency.

Another serious complaint is that the party 
has become lacklustre. There is too much 
deadwood in the Cabinet and. in Ihe words of 
Die Burger, the party as a whole has acquired 
tlie image of a ’ ‘burnt-out old veteran".

Stagnation

Hierarchy
The fundamental complaint, as I understand 

it, is that what used to be a vnlksparly has now 
developed a hierarchy, almost an aristocracy, 
that has become remote from the ordinary 
people; (hat is living it up with fat salaries and 
luxury homes and long black cars while the 
ordinary man struggles tinder the burdens of an 
inflationary economy; and that it has hpcome 
arrogant in its remoteness and social status so 
that the ordinary man gels treated peremptorily 
when he tries to present his grievances. And 
here it was happening again even when the party 
members had been invited to air their griev
ances.

The trouble begins. I believe, with the very 
character ot the NP. Although democratic in its 
origins as a nolksparty, the modern NP is 
essentially an authoritarian party. It believes in 
strong government, in stern discipline, in un
swerving loyalty. It is the epitome of the heavy

How on earth does one rectify this? The fact 
is that periodic change is necessary to keen the 
political scene looking fresh. When one party Is 
stuck in power too long, things inevitably start to 
stagnate. The enthusiasm that comes with power 
and opportunity becomes dulled by time, so that 
staleness and complacency begin to creep in. 
New brooms sweep clean, old ones don't; to »  
government that has been in power nearly a 
generation begins to let the dust of inefficiency 
accumulate.

As for the Cabinet, what changes could
possibly be made that were not simply for 
change sake? Behind the deadwood In the 
Cabinet lies deader wood still in the deputy 
ministerial ranks. And behind that . • > heaven
preserve us!

The party faces a compounded dilemma here. 
Firstly it has set a pattern of regarding Cabinet 
office as a kind of life peerage for old party 
workhorses. And behind this all public offices 
have become graded as a kind of honours list for 
the Nationalist aristocracy; to be an MP is a sort 
of knighthood, an MPC the equivalent ef an 
OBE, and so forth.

Not only has this had the effect of ossifying
Ihe ranks ot political office, it has also discour
aged the brighter modern city Afrikaners from 
thinking in terms of a career in such an area 
where the opportunities for merit promotion are 
so solidly blocked. As Afrikaner business has 
blossomed, they have preferred to look there: 
that is where the stimulation and the opportuni
ties lie. So the NP is left with the tired old pros 
and little prospect of being able to introduce 
bright new blood.

Not all the hand-wringing in the world is 
going to change any of this. The Nationalists can 
hold their post-mortems, and Mr. M. C. Botha can 
do his damndest to talk up the political market 
with bullish slogans like a “dynamic third 
decade” of NP rule. But in fact the staleness and 
complacency, the inefficiency and the bureau
cratic arrogance, will grow steadily worse until 
the party has a period in opposition to undergo a 
thorough shakeup.

TO ADMIT TO liking Patrick 
L“ wis has assumed in some 
circles the status of a disreput- 
ahle confession. The kind of 
confession made only to one’s 
nearest and dearest.

Like the confession that you 
have an uncontrollable urge to 
feed from a family-size pack of 
cheese and onion-flavoured 
crisps during public perform
ances by the SABC Symphony 
Orchestra in the City Hall.

Patrick Lewis, as any good 
citizen of Johannesburg will 
tell you, has been a prominen; 
City Councillor for 15 ycari 
and a staunch United Part' 
supporter for much longer. Hi 
retired from his civic duties ft 
the. end of last month at the 
age of 61.

The real gall of being a 
public figure must be that evm 
if you work yourself to tie 
brink oi a coronary you still 
have little chance of pleasijg 
all the people all the time.

Take Patrick Lewis, Thnw 
his name to the other politital 
animals in the circus that is 
city politics, and what do y>u 
get?

Answer: Quite a bit of snad- 
lng and miaow ing.

Mr. S. P. ("Barney” ) B.r- 
nard. MPC and member of 
Ihe National Party group >n 
the Johannesburg City Coundl; 
"It was always a surprise to lie 
that Pat Lewis never struck a 
few thousand badges with tie 
slogan T like Pat'.”

Mr No Comment bows out
'The Black man is better 
with White leadership. 
I think the Africans here 

realise this.'

The W h i t e  man is 
selfish. The Blacks gef 
what's l e f t  after the 
Whites have had their 

pick,'

'I've done what I had to 
do to the best of my
ability.,

BOB HITCHCOCK reports

Haughty
Mr. John Carton. a one-tin® 

member of the Coloured Rugty 
Union: 'T tound Patrick Lews 
unsympathetic, haughty, boss», 
and at times downright rudi. 
That was more than ten yeais 
ago. Has he changed? 1 dont 
know but I doubt it.”

Mr. Miley Richards, a rela
tively new member of tip 
nine-man Coloured Manage 
ment Committee: “ I’ve fo- 
lowed Patrick Lewis’s career 
and I’m not aware of anythin! 
he has done that has materiall; 
improved the lot of the Co) 
oured people.”

Then there is the viewnoirt 
of the apparently growing uil 
dercurrent of militancy in tlii 
African townships.

Adnerents to this up-and 
coming cult, known as "Blac: 
Consciousness” , regard an; 
White civic leader a:- an a.ctit! 
arm ot the system which keepl 
Africans in a place like Soweto 
and therefore an enemy of tin 
Black Deople.

Referring to Patrick Lewis)

work as chairman of the Non- 
European Affairs Committee, 
they say that any generous 
deeds or liberal thoughts he 
expressed in his term of office 
were merely a reflection of a 
White man's guilt complex.

Then you find Progressive 
Party members who believe 
Patrick Lewis is a Progressive 
at heart who uses the United 
Party merely as a convenient 
vehicle for his personal ambi
tions.

Even the United Party itself 
is not without its critics of 
Patrick Lewis. They maintain 
that his liberal tendencies 
could be dangerous to the 
Party image.

All this doesn't seem to wor
ry tlie solidly-built Mr. Lewis 
one iota _  . . .

“ I've done what I ve had lo 
do” , he says. ’’I've done it to 
the best of my ability in Ihe 
belief that what I’ve done was 
in the interests of the people 
concerned at the time and in 
the foreseeable future.’

Accolades
The mud-slinging aside, Pa

trick Lewis has good reason to 
feel satisfied with himself. His 
civic career has not been short 
of accolades.

It is perhaps significant that 
even some of his political ene
mies speak highly of him as a 
man.

Mr, "Barney”  B a r n a r d ,  
Nationalist councillor: “What 
you can’t take away from Pat is 
his integrity- He is a real City 
Father . . a man of great 
moral character and true sin
cerity-"He lack* tolerance tl time*.

But he tackles problems with 
vigour and insight. He had 
always done his homework 
before speaking in council.”

Mr. Chris Botes, chairman of 
the Johannesburg Coloured 
Management Committee: “ I’ve 
known Patrick Lewis for five 
years. Personalty I’m very sor
ry he's retired at this stage. He 
could have been very helpful to 
us if he had stayed, say, an
other five years

“ I’ve always found him help
ful and I believe genuinely 
interested in our struggle^ to 
progress socio-economically.”

Compliment
Even that fiery leader of the 

Nationalists on the City Coun
cil, Mr. Eben Cuyler. MPC, 
once paid Lewis a compliment.

He said that he and others 
present at a Rand Afrikaans 
University function, at which 
Lewis was a speaker, were 
amazed at the high standard of 
Lewis's speech in Afrikaans.

The enigma that is Patrick 
Robert Brian Lewis was born 
in Johannesburg on December 
12, 1910. ( “That’s why I’m so 
jealous of this city," he once 
remarked at a public meeting).

His father, Stakesby Lewis, 
was a Rand pioneer who ar
rived in Johannesburg in 1890 
from the Cape where he was 
born.

Patrick Lewis's mother was 
born Grace Gayuor in Tipper- 
arv She arrived in South 
Africa tn 1894.

In 1923 Patrick matriculated 
at Jeeps High School "It was 
the year of lie  Springboks." he 
recalls. "Jeppe High had five

old boys playing cricket for 
South Africa about that time.”

Later he qualified as a chart
ered accountant and in 1936 
married Doris Grant.

Patrick and Doris have three 
sons — Brian, Ian and Duncan. 
Since 1937 they have lived in 
Saxnnwold, opposite the War 
Museum.

Patrick Lewis has always 
been a bit of a loner. . . an 
individualist, yet always conser
vative manner and dress. But 
he had the ability to get people 
lo work together.

At the age of 17 he was a 
teacher at a Sunday school fnr 
Africans at Wolhutcr, Jo
hannesburg.

“You see” , he tells you now 
witli a wry smile as you lace 
him over a meticulously tidy 
desk in his Lovedav Street 
office, "Black people were my 
concern long hefore I joined 
the City Council.”

honorary post he held for 15
yean.

Today he is one of a select 
group of citizens elected honor- 
arr life members of the instt-

He was elected to the Jo
hannesburg City Council in 
May 1957, and reelected in 
October 1957, 1962 and 1967.

For the ten years from 1958 
to 1969 Patrick Lewis was 
chairnun of the Non-European 
Affairs Committee.

Of that period, some Blacks 
describe Lewis’s "rule as des
potic and paternal.

Doctorate

Centre
In 1936 he became Involved 

with the Joint Council of Euro
peans and Africans at the Ban
tu Centre in Johannesburg.

Lewis explains: "These were 
iti the early days of Orlando, 
when vast housing schemes for 
Africans were at a basic stage 
of development.

"For the first time I was 
really beginning to team at 
first hand of tlie complex 
human problems being fared 
by urban Africans."

His social conscience awoken, 
Patrick Lewis later became 
treasurer of Ihe South African 
Institute of Baca Relatione, an

Yet the liberal-minded but 
bv no means easily impressed 
authorities of the University of 
the Witwatersrand conferred 
on him an honorary Doctorate 
of Laws for his part in erasing 
the Black shantytowns of Jo
hannesburg and creating a 
more civilised mode of living.

This man Lewis, who when it 
suits him is softly spoken and 
smiling and when it doesn t is 
snappy and grim-faced, has not 
infrequently introduced a note 
of paternalism, even patronism, 
into speeches referring to 
Black people.

Following the same pattern, 
he tells me at one of our 
interviews: "The Black man is 
hotter with White leadership I 
think the Africans here realise 
this''.

In one of his speeches he 
observes that if Soweto resi
dents decided to revolt against 
crime it could be stamped out 
•liiij- if residents would point 
out to the police petek» Um*

knew to be criminals. The 
cemeteries of Soweto are filled 
with men and women who did 
just this. They call them in
formers.

This aside, facts dictate that 
Patrick Lewis and his commit
tee were responsible for more 
beneficial changes in township 
living than the Black Power
bovs would care to admit to.

And who but a politically 
b r a i n w a s h e d  Black fanatic 
could doubt the man's sincerity 
when he tells you face tn face:

"Tlie White man continues to 
be selfish. He does what suits 
him when it comes to the Black 
people. Look at the Group 
Areas Act. Right along the line 
Ihe Blacks get what’s left after 
the Whites have had their

 ̂ It ivai in March. 1969. that 
Patrick Lewis was elected May
or of Johannesburg.

Convivial

Patrick Lewis, 
former Mayor 
of Johannes
burg, for 10 
years chairman 
of the Non- 
European 
Affairs Com
mittee.

He surprised his colleagues 
— who had always regarded 
him as the Backroom Genius —■ 
bv coming out of his shell and 
achieving a measure of conviv
iality.

For the past two years, up to
his retirement last month. Lew
is revelled in the job of manag
ing South Africa’s biggest city.

One of the highlights of his 
job as chairman of the council’ s 
Management Committee was his 
avfute assistance in the hand
ling of negotiations which ga-■* 
Johannesburg a foreign loan of 
R18-million On this occasion 
Lewis’s lo'-g of flowers added 
colour to the proceedings in a 
German banking hall. Through 
the Parks Department, Johan

nesburg, he had the hall tn 
Frankfurt decorated with pro- 
tea;.

Both the ruling United Party 
grcuo of the City Council and 
moat of the Nationalist Party

members agree he did a good 
joh m his civic career

But then Patrick Lewis al
ways has. , , .

H“ 1? a man obsessed by 
w ort who for years has aver»

at“d a 14-hour Working da
mn-- several hour* a* week
ends.

What few people know out-
#  T© 12

»



Mr. No Comment bows out
•  From  Poge 11

side his family, colleagues and 
his small circle of intimate 
friends, is that the decision to 
quit the civil scene was really 
dictated by the family doctor 
and a specialist.

Their verdict, when Patrick 
Lewis showed signs of breaking 
down last, year: “ You're head
ing one way. Ease up, or else”

The dreadful word “ coron
ary” cropped up as a possibility 
if Lewis didn't change gear.

For many years Mr. Lewis 
was the bane of municipal re
porters. He was the most prolif
ic No Comment man in the 
business.

Tiriller 10, 2, 8 . 9 No 2-18
ihriller (10 am show 50c) 10. 2, 
, 9 No 4-16
Irama 10, 2, 6, 9 No 2-18
)rama 2, 6, 9 No 4-12
Adventure 2. 6 , 9 No 4-12
ilusical 2, 8 All ages
ihriller 10, 2, 6, 9 No 4-21
lomedy 2, 6, 9 All ages
Vestern 2, 6 , 9 All ages
)rama 2, 6, 9 All ages
jove Drama 2, 6 , 9 No 4-18
)rama 2, 6 , 9 No 4-18
’hriller 2, 6 , 9 All ages
0 a.m.
)rama 2, 6, 9

All ages 
No 4-21

lomedy 9 am cont. All ages
: p.m. 
>rama 6 , 9

AH ages 
No 2-18

fantasy 2, 6, 9 All ages
\dventure 2, 
Vestern 8

Ail Ages 
No 4-12

Adventure 2 p.m. 
)rama
kdventure 6 p.m. cont. No 4-18
Vestern 2, 5.45, 9 No 4-16
Irama 10 a.m. 
\dventure 2, 5.45 
Var Drama 8.15

All ages 
All ages 

No 2-12
Vestern 2, 5.45, 9 All ages
Í, 8 All ages
Irama 2 , 8 No 4-12
2, 8 All ages
Drama 10 a.m. 
Thriller 2 
lomedy 6, 9

All ages 
All ages 
No 4-21

Thriller 2, 6, 9 No 2-18
Thriller 10 a m. A!' ages
kdventure 2 All ages
Thriller 5.45, 8,30 No 2-13

Today, looking at those hec
tic years in retrospect, he is far 
more relaxed in the company 
of journalists.

He smiles often as he remin
isces.

He recalls the time he es
caped death in October, 1947.

Patrick Lewis, with one other 
South African, was among the 
<52 passengers of the overloaded 
flying-boat Bermuda Sky Queen 
when she came down in mid-At
lantic in a raging gale.

Miracle
‘ ‘We teetered on the crests Of 

waves nearly 40 feet high, and 
then pitched down again. It 
was a miracle that we were all
saved.

“ I sat there thinking ‘Thank 
God I’m insured'. But later I 
f o u n d  I wasn’t. It was an 
unscheduled flight.”

ON JOHANNESBURG: "My 
belief is that because this city 
is becoming a centre of educa
tion. the old attitudes towards 
us bv Pretoria and other pre
dominantly Afrikaner centres 
will change. I mean the ill-feel
ing and the conflict.

“This city will continue to 
develop though the pace will 
naturally dependion what addi
tional sources of revenue can 
be found, and to what extent 
the central Government will 
help subsidise us.

Congestion
"For examplíi, an under

ground railway, which is tech
nically feasible and will help 
ease congestion in the streets, 
can’t be financed1 by the city of 
Johannesburg alone.”

PERMISSIVE SOCIETY: “ I 
don’t agree that the world owes 
me, or anyone (else, a living. 
I’m frightened for those who 
believe there is [no dignity or 
sense in work. Work gives 
self-satisfaction, apart from its 
use to society.” í

CENSORSHIP! "In this coun
try it is far to severe. It is used 
here to stifle criticism of the 
Government.”

ON INFLUENCES: “ My life 
has been influenced chiefly by 
two people in history. One is 
Edward Wilson, a one-time TB 

-subject who accompanied Scott 
on his expedition, and .Tames 
Rose-Innes, a Scot who was 
South Africa’s (first genuine 
school teacher. Both men had 
the qualities of integrity and 
devotion to duty,”

Patrick Lewisf has great, ad
miration for the writings of 
General Smuts. He keeps in his 
bedroom a copy of "Greater 
South Africa” , a book of 
speeches by the! South African 
statesman.

Lewis’s favourite’’ “The Spir
it of the Mountain” , a gem' of 
an oration madejon the summit 
of Table Mountain when, in 
1823 Smuts unveiled tbs M&m

tain Club War Memorial at 
Maclear’s Beacon.

LEWIS ON THE PRESENT 
CABINET: "Our present lead
ers are miniatures compared 
to General Smuts . . . just pet
ty politicians.”

LEWIS ON SUCCESS: “ If I 
have been successful in civic 
affairs it is probably due to my 
negotiating technique. I believe 
in discussion rather than verbal 
combat. Fighting and getting 
the door dosed in your face 
doesn't achieve anything.”

As an example he cites his 
rapport with Dr. Daan de Wet 
Nel when Lewis was chairman 
of the Non-European Affairs 
Committee and De Wet Nel 
was Minister of Bantu Adminis
tration.

“ I eventually gained the im
pression that the Minister 
strove hard to do the right 
thing, within the limitations of 
his brief.”

'Blue-eyed'
(In fact it got to the stage 

where through his association 
with the Minister, Lewis got to 
know more about what the 
Prime Minister had in mind, 
policywi.se, than did the Nation
alist members of the City Coun
cil. This led to Lewis being 
tagged “ the Minister’s blue
eyed boy” by one Nationalist 
member.)

ON CITY COUNCIL OFFI
CIALS: “I think there was a 
great deal of mutual respect. 
They knew they couldn’t pull 
the wool over my eyes. Because 
of my training as an accountant 
we were able to work together 
very well.”

ON RETIREMENT: “ I’ll still 
keep in touch with my business 
interests. And I’ll spend more 
time with my family on our 
farm about 20 miles from Bar
berton in the eastern Trans
vaal. W e’re developing lakes 
and cultivating a pine forest 
and wild fiower garden. It’s a 
very exciting prospect.”

(Lewis bolds directorships 
with at least a dozen companies 

'  and runs his own accountancy 
business in Johannesburg.)

Balanced
LEWIS ON LEWIS: “ I’m a 

balanced person because of my 
training as an accountant. This 
training makes one objective . . ,  
feet on ground . . .  no precon
ceived ideas.”

FOOTNOTE by a successor 
of Patrick Lewis — Mr. Sam 
Moss, chairman of the Non-Eu
ropean Affairs Committee of 
the Johannesburg City Council: 
“ Soweto will remain Pat Lew
is’s monument for a long time.

“ His entire civic career has 
been an examnle of a highly 
successful businessman who 
felt he owed the city much and 
who repaid that debt by serv
ing the public, in a ayeerbly 
senupeteat manner, 8
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