
Gloria House — Stirring things up
Continued from page 9

showpiece for the Black community. 
E theridge assured Mrs. House he would 
to lerate her radical views, which w ere 
well known.

Mrs. House proceeded to shake up the 
morning editorial board m eetings. She 
began discussions on A ttica, the raid on 
the Republic of New Africa (RNA) head
quarte rs , the S tress unit of the Police De
partm en t (notorious for brutalization in 
the Black com m unity), the struggles in 
N orthern Ireland and the Middle E ast.

“ My position on all these issues,” she 
says, “ was consistently anti-im perialist, 
an ti-racist, and for the m ost part were 
dism issed by E theridge and his col
leagues — all white — as ‘em otionalism ,’ 
‘subjective,’ ‘rad ica l’ or ‘unfounded.’ ” 

Instead of facing her with charges, 
E theridge built up a dossier against her.

In mid-Septem ber 1971, a m arch and 
rally  w ere planned against the S tress po
lice. It was a period of 14 m urders com
m itted by police, and the Black and white 
com m unities w ere fed up.

Thousands headed for downtown on 
Septem ber 23 to participate in the dem on
stration . Gloria House, active in the anti- 
S tress campaign, requested the afternoon 
off. E theridge refused, telling her tha t if 
she took the tim e off for the rally  she 
would be considered AWOL. She went any

way, and was fired.
“ E theridge had alternative methods 

of discipline,” Mrs. House says. “ Many 
flagrant incidents of dereliction of duty 
by white m em bers of the Free Press staff 
could be documented, and I cam e to work 
the m orning of the dem onstration, while 
thousands of D etro iters took the whole 
day off.

“ Such a re  the insidious m echanism s 
of institutionalized racism , which all 
Black m em bers of the Newspaper Guild 
have suffered in their relations w ith em 
ployers. This is the kind of harassm ent 
the Guild m ust fight to s top .”

The executive board of the D etroit 
chapter of the Guild, however, tried to 
scuttle the case, voting la st August not to 
take it to arb itration . A month la te r this 
decision was overruled by the m em ber
ship, afte r m em bers of the Daily World 
and UAW publications spoke in behalf of 
Mrs. House. This repo rte r had the honor 
of having been asked by Mrs. House to be 
her spokesman.

But the case is still not settled. The 
Guild’s attorney, Bruce M iller, who is al
so D em ocratic P arty  County Chairman, 
has been holding back, insisting  on w ater
ing down the presentation before an arb i
tra to r. Mrs. House has had to hire her 
own lawyer.

Meanwhile, Gloria House is active a t 
Wayne State University where she teach

A demonstration outside the Detroit Free Press last October. William Allan is in the fore
ground.

es Black History. She has been aiding the 
students’ fight against the takeover of the 
student paper, South End, by George Gul- 
len, WSU president and form er American

Rose Schneiderman — Life of conviction
Continued from page 9

into caps, and her wages went up to $7 a 
week.

Young Socialists w ere union leaders 
and they led the successful fight for bet
ter working conditions — distressing the 
bosses and leading to a concerted effort 
to destroy the trade unions and to estab 
lish the open shop. But the socialist trade 
unionists led the fightback to save the 
unions.

The WTUL was founded in 1903 in 
Boston. Samuel Gompers, then head of 
the AFL, supported the League, which 
was invited to organize unions in many 
industries. At a convention of the Cap
m akers Union, Rose Schneiderm an, then 
22 years old, was elected to the General 
Executive Board — the firs t woman in 
trade union history to be so honored.

In Novem ber 1909, Local 25 of the 
S h irtm akers’ Union m et a t Cooper Union 
in New York and the overflow crowd of 
unionists voted unanimously to support a 
general strike against working conditions 
in the factories. Twenty thousand women 
left the ir shops.

The WTUL offered its headquarters, 
organized volunteer pickets, arranged 
bail for a rrested  strikers. Rose and other 
League m em bers accom panied strikers

on trips to raise funds to support the 
strike.

The strike ended m any months later, 
but not all the shops w ere unionized. One 
that rem ained open was the Triangle 
Shirtw aist Co. During the strike it re
cruited im m igrants as strikebreakers, 
and the union concentrated on trying to 
organize the em ployees there.

On Saturday afternoon, March 25, 
1911, a t about 5 p .m ., when workers from 
union shops had left the ir jobs for the day, 
a frightful fire broke out at the Triangle 
factory. Trapped behind doors locked to 
keep out union organizers, 143 young girls 
and women perished.

As a resu lt of a m ass m eeting a t the 
M etropolitan Opera House, a sta te  fac
tory investigation com mission was es
tablished, with Robert W agner as chair
man. and with Alfred E. Smith, Samuel 
Gompers, and M ary D reier of the League 
as m em bers.

In 1912, Rose took a leave of absence 
from  WTUL to work for w om en’s suffrage.

In 1915 she becam e an organizer of the 
International Ladies G arm ent Workers 
Union, touring various industrial cities to 
organize women.

In 1917. she becam e chairm an of the

1911 —  Speaking at a women's suffrage meeting in Wall St. Rose Schneiderman is in 
the center, leaning forward.
The p h o to s  o f R o s a  S c h n e id e rm a n  are from  he r a u to b io g ra p h y , " A l l  Fo r  O n e , "  p u b l ish e d  by P a u l S . E r ik s so n ,  Inc.

1908 —  Rose Schneiderman making 
linings in a cap factory.

industrial section of the Women’s Suf
frage P arty  of New York City.

In 1919, the WTUL invited trade union 
women from  all over the world to m eet in 
Washington before the International La
bor Conference scheduled for October. In 
addition to unionists from the United 
S tates, delegates cam e from  Latin Am er
ican countries and from  12 other coun
tries, including China. The conference 
established a perm anent organization 
called the International Congress of Work
ing women, with headquarters in Wash
ington, D.C. Mrs. M argaret D reier Rob
ins, national president of the WTUL, was 
elected president.

All these years, Rose Schneiderman 
continued to be a leader in the WTUL. 
She was instrum ental in establishing tra in 
ing schools for working women. One, in 
Chicago, granted six-month scholarships 
to young women, and another, a t Bryn 
Mawr College in Pennsylvania, was an 
eight-week course. I w as fortunate 
enough to have been chosen to attend both 
of these schools, and my training there — 
field work and academ ic study — m eant a 
g reat deal in my future activities.

In 1923, Rose and a group of League

Motors labor relations d irector.
R egardless of what happens with the 

F ree  P ress case, D etroit will hear more 
from  Gloria House.

m em bers attended the Third Internation
al Congress of Trade Union Women, in 
Vienna. And in 1926, she was elected na
tional president of the WTUL, a post she 
held until 1947. While WTUL president, 
she was concerned about the Equal Rights 
Amendment sponsored by O.H.R. Bel
mont and the Women’s Party . The WTUL 
foresaw the potential dangers of the 
ERA, that it could scuttle the protective 
laws they fought so hard for.

Rose, who was instrum ental in ac
quainting the Roosevelts with the im
portance to workers of trade unions, was 
appointed to the U.S. Labor Advisory 
Board and she also served in N.Y. S tate’s 
Labor D epartm ent, on the Compensation 
Appeals Board and the Industrial Board.

Rose Schneiderm an, as I knew her, 
was sincere, dedicated, and compassion
ate. She loved people and pioneered in the 
g rea t struggle to build the labor move
m ent in our country. She felt that all the 
billions spent on bombs and atom ic sub
m arines during the cold w ar could have 
been spent on education and medical care 
for the people. She was firm ly opposed 
to war.

Her influence was trem endous on me, 
and on countless other women, imbuing 
in us the im portance of the struggle for 
the rights of women.

Rose died in August 1972, a t 88 years, 
afte r a life of g rea t chievement.

Clara Bodian Masso has been a trade 
union activist for many years, and is active 
in the National Council of Jewish Women 
and the National Council of Negro Women. 
She w as a charter member of the Com
munist Party and is currently on the party's 
Women's Commission.
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Grace Mora — Unity is the key
Continued from page 9

lish. Why the hell didn’t he speak Eng
lish? After all, as my teachers repeatedly 
reminded me, this was America, and here 
we spoke English. We were supposed to 
give up our language, our culture, and 
em brace theirs.

El Barrio was a social cen ter for the 
youth and fam ilies that lived there. There 
were dances every F riday, Saturday and 
Sunday in a t least three or four ballrooms 
right in the community. Then the craze 
began for Latin music and all the big 
spots downtown began featuring the big 
Latin bands. Well, we wanted to go. It was 
our music, w asn 't it? But no m atte r how 
sharp I dressed and how sharp I looked, 
once I left El Barrio I felt ugly, inferior. 
On the subways, in a restaurant, a t a 
dance or in a nightclub, I felt that every
one was looking a t me, calling me a 
"sp ic” and thinking th a t we should all 
stay where we “ belonged,” in the ghetto, 
or go back where “ we cam e from .”

Gradually, I began to feel angry inside 
a t every white person I saw. So to cover 
my hang-ups, my hurt, I becam e arro
gant and b itch y .. .I ’d show them! ! ! I’d 
curse loud to shock those bastards and 
show them  I was tough and I didn’t  care 
and didn’t need them. (But, man, did I 
care!)

I don’t know when I began to develop 
an understanding of why I felt this way 
and that we w ere the v ictim s of deliber
ate, rac ist tactics used to undermine us, 
to put us down until we put ourselves 
down and lost the incentive to learn, to 
struggle for what was rightfully ours and 
against the injustices we w ere subjected 
to. I can thank my uncle for giving me 
direction, for patiently explaining how 
racism  is an effective tool of capitalism  
used to divide and exploit the people, the 
working people. He is a Communist and 
therefore able to analyze w w e c tly  and 
scientifically the ways and m eans used by 
the capitalist, rac ist ruling class to 
oppress us.

I began to appreciate my workingclass

parents, the soul of the Black and Puerto 
Ricans who were oppressed. I understood 
the anger that arose from  the frustrations 
of our daily lives on the job, in the schools 
(we had no high school in H arlem  and had 
to go downtown into white schools where 
the kids dressed nice. Many of-us didn’t 
have the carfare  or lunch money to go, 
so m any dropped out) and in society.

I began to realize that these racists, 
the owners and operators of big business 
and corporations, who profit from  racism  
in the ir white ivory towers, with their 
power to m aneuver our lives, were non
entities.

On the job they do their dam nedest to 
pit Black against Puerto  Rican. The 
Puerto Rican is told that he is a better, 
more conscientious worker than the 
Black, and if he accepts lower wages he’ll 
have a steady job. The Black is told that 
the Puerto  Ricans com e from the island 
to steal their jobs and to take less pay. 
The whites a re  told the sam e about the 
Blacks and Puerto Ricans.

Unity m ust be the key against the 
boss. It is in the in terest of all Black, 
brown and white, to work together for 
equal wages. Together we can become 
strong and our struggles will be success
ful. On the job we organize, in the com
munity we organize and socialize.

Today, I am  free of inhibitions and 
undue criticism  of myself because I’m a 
Puerto  Rican. Today I am  proud because 
through struggle I’ve m aintained my dig
nity, and because I am  a Communist I 
am  learning to deal with my oppressors. 
That is my tool and they don’t have the 
power to destroy that.

Grace Mora w as the national chairman 
of the Fort Hood Three defense committee 
(one of the three is her brother, Dennis 
Mora), w as on the national steering com
mittee of Dr. King's Poor People's Cam 
paign, w as a candidate for Congress in 
1968, and was one of the first American 
women to visit Hanoi (1967). She is the 
mother of four and works at the Harlem 
Institute for Marxist Studies.

Rosa Parks — To make the world better
Continued from page 9

but if all “ w hite” seats w ere occupied, 
white standees could dem and that a Black 
passenger give up his seat in the rea r.

And th a t’s not all. No Black passenger 
could walk through the white section. He 
had to pay his fare a t the front of the bus, 
then get off and walk around to reen ter at 
the re a r  door. If he was slow, the bus 
would leave without him . Rev. Walker 
explained tha t these specific restrictions 
w ere not p racticed  in every southern 
com munity: bus segregation was enforc
ed by custom  and/or law. In Montgom
ery, strong legal sanctions fortified 
custom.

Montgomery buses w ere owned by the 
city, not privately, a circum stance which 
particularly  enraged m em bers of the 
White Citizens’ Councils. The “ Walk — 
Don’t R ide” movem ent was construed as 
anti-governm ent action.

Resistance to indignities on the buses 
and to racism  in all a re as  was not new for 
Mrs. Parks, or for Montgomery, although 
it had previously a ttrac ted  less attention. 
As long as she could rem em ber, she has 
been trying “ to make the world be tte r,” 
Mrs. P arks said. Besides belonging to the 
NAACP she was active in the Women’s 
Political Council, in the Civic League, and 
in social organizations of St. M atthew 
AME Church, where she is now a deacon
ess.

Within 48 hours of Mrs. P a rk s’ a rrest, 
a coalition of all these organizations was 
form ed — the Montgomery Im provem ent 
Asociation. It im m ediately m im eograph
ed and circulated leaflets in the city 's 
Black sections and the boycott was on. 
Time, in its January  16, 1956, issue, re
ported that it was 95% effective, form er 
passengers either walking to work or 
forming ca r pools. As Dr. King put it, 
“ They traded tired hearts for tired fee t.”

Bus income fell, and the City Commis
sion was forced to increase fares from  10 
to 15 cents with formerly free transfers 
costing 5 cents.

Frequent church rallies, nationwide 
publicity, the com m itm ent of the boycot- 
te rs  and the skill of their leaders brought 
victory. P rom inent among the leaders 
were Dr. King, then an unknown young

m inister, Dr. Ralph David Abernathy, 
who la te r  led the Poor Peoples’ M arch, 
and E.D . Nixon, the Pullm an porter trade 
unionist who gave bond for Mrs. Parks.

N either m ass a rre s ts  of the boycot- 
ters nor the bombing of King’s home on 
Jackson S treet, in the heart of the Black 
com munity, could halt this f irs t large- 
scale, non-violent action against racism  
in the land. The boycott ended in 1956 with 
a federal court injunction prohibiting 
segregation on buses.

This victory sparked ever w ider non
violent m anifestations, from  local to 
regional and then national in scope, from 
defiance of bus segregation to insistence 
upon the right to swim in public pools, 
to ea t in all restau ran ts, to attend all 
schools, to hold all jobs. The movement 
spread from  M ontgom ery to Albany, Ga., 
tq Birm ingham , Selm a and Washington 
(the Poor Peoples’ M arch) and will end 
only when racism  itself is no more.

Mrs. P arks is still an activ ist for civil 
rights. She picketed the Holiday Inn in 
Dearborn in 1971. She greeted Angela 
Davis a t a rally of the Com m ittee to F ree 
Angela Davis and All Political P risoners 
in D etroit. In 1972, in D allas, she w as p re
sented with the annual aw ard established 
in her nam e, for figh ters for civil rights.

Born in Tuskegee, Ala., Mrs. Parks 
now lives with her husband in Detroit. 
Since 1965, she has been a receptionist 
in the home office of Congressm an John 
Conyers, J r .,  the Black leader re-elected 
last Novem ber to a fifth consecutive term  
to the House. She enjoys this work which, 
she says, offers her g reat opportunity 
to know w hat is going on in D etro it.” 
She finds tim e to use this knowledge in 
local activ ities in addition to the public 
actions she mentioned, especially in a 
newly form ed Council of Concerned Wo
men.

Mrs. P arks is especially pleased that 
she is asked to speak to young people a t 
assem blies in public schools and else
where. She tells them tha t it would be a 
better world, "if those in power would 
think we w ere all human and would use 
their power w isely.” She hopes to con
vince the youth to g ran t power only to 
wise leaders.

RIGHT ON, Rosa Parks!

Grace Mora addressing a Hiroshima Day rally in New York in 1966. At the time, her 
brother, Dennis, w as one of the Fort Hood Three, the first GIs who refused to go to Viet
nam. The father and sister of James J. Johnson, another of the Three, stand behind her.
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Women’s 
struggles 

in the 
coalfields

By Nancy Klein
4<T t’s been a long hard  fight for our

* men and our fam ilies,”  says 
Ellen Watovich, a m in e r’s wife from  M ar
ianna, a little  coal town built on the side 
of a hill near Washington, P a. “ Our men 
have been disabled and killed in these 
mines. I t ’s been heartbreak  for the wid
ows and orphans. We’ve fought the opera
tors, the Bureau of Mines, and now w e’ve 
dumped Tony Boyle. Don’t le t no one for
get us — it’s the women tha t fought 
alongside the men! ”

Women in the coalfields have a long 
fighting history. M other Jones, the min
e rs ’ m ost fam ous woman organizer, led 
struggles from  Cripple Creek, Colo., to 
Cabin Creek, W. Va. Fannie Sellins, one 
of the few official UMW woman organ
izers, was m urdered by coal operato rs’ 
gunthugs during the 1919 coal strike a t 
Brackenridge, Pa. Nineteen-year-old 
“ F lam ing M ilka” Sablich led the 1928 
Colorado m iners’ strike. Aunt Molly Jack 
son was one of the m any m iners’ wives 
who led the National M iners Union strike 
in 1932 in “ Bloody H arlan” Kentucky. 
Aunt Molly w rote labor’s famous song, 
“ Which Side Are You O n?”

“ We’re  still fighting today,” Ellen 
Watovich answ ers. “ Look around these 
towns and ask the women. F or the past 
ten years, w e’ve helped our men fight for 
better m ine health  and safety, for bene
fits for disabled m iners and widows, and 
for union dem ocracy. We fought for bet
te r  schools, b e tte r hospitals, and for 
m ore jobs. We fought against m ost 
everybody — the bosses, Tony Boyle, Nix
on, the Social Security, and the politi
c ian s!”

On Novem ber 20, 1968, 78 m iners w ere 
killed in a gas and dust explosion a t Con
solidation’s No. 9 Mine near F arm ington, 
W. Va. Soon afterw ard , the Farm ington 
widows form ed the Widows’ Mine D isas
te r  Com m ittee.

“ We went right up to their office in 
P ittsburgh and accused Consolidation 
Coal Company of m urder,” explained 
Sara Kaznoski, one of the leaders of the 
Farm ington Widows. “ They’ve got the 
w orst safety record in the nation .” (Since 
the explosion a t F arm ington, unsafe con
ditions a t Consol’s Blacksville No. 1 
Mine, ju st 20 m iles north, killed nine 
m iners. L ast D ecem ber five m iners died 
a t their Itm ann No. 3 Mine in southern 
West Virginia.)

“ We never stopped fighting for our 
m iners,” Mrs. Kaznoski continued. “ We 
supported and cam paigned for Jock Yab- 
lonski in 1969. Some of us got up on the 
platform  and spoke up for him  — because 
he w as for safer mines. Then, in D ecem 
ber 1969, six of us flew to Washington, 
D.C. We picketed the White House. We 
prom ised to shut down the coal mines 
across the country if Nixon didn’t sign 
tha t Federal Mine H ealth and Safety bill. 
He signed it, all right. Nixon rem em bered 
our Black Lung strike in F ebruary  and 
March, when 45,000 m iners walked out for 
three weeks and won us our law in West 
V irginia!”
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“ Some of us women got out on the 
picket lines that tim e,” rem em bers Lou- 
ellen Holeb of Kingwood, W. Va. “ We 
shut down two of the m ines around here. 
We just held up our signs, ‘Black Lung 
Kills Our H usbands’ and the m iners tu rn
ed their ca rs right around and went 
home. Some of us even went to Charleston 
on the bus; 2,000 of us got those politicians 
a t the sta te  capitol to vote for the Black 
Lung b ill!” '

When Arnold Miller (now P resident of 
the United Mine W orkers) and other rank- 
and-file m em bers organized the Black 
Lung Association tha t year, the m iners’ 
wives and widows helped build local chap
ters. Sara Kaznoski, a t a m eeting of over 
200 m iners in Monongah, W. Va., was 
elected vice-president of the new Marion 
County Black Lung Association. Granny 
Hager, who has long been a fighter for 
m iners’ rights in east Kentucky and 
whose husband died of Black Lung in 
1962, was recently elected president of 
the BLA of P erry  County, Ky.

In the spring of 1970, disabled m iners 
and widows who had participated  in the 
Black Lung Strike organized the Disabled 
Miners and Widows Organization of 
Southern West Virginia. Robert Payne, a 
Black disabled m iner, becam e the presi
dent of the 4,000-member organization, 
about half of whom are  women. They 
were angry tha t during the past year, 
since the Farm ington disaster, over 300 
m iners w ere killed and another 6.000 
m iners w ere injured in the mines.

“ My husband Jack  lost both his legs in 
the Winding Gulf Mine, ju st two months 
afte r we got m arried ,”  says Della Mae 
Smith of Rhodell, W. Va. “ We got an
gry when Tony Boyle and the UMW Wel
fare and R etirem ent Fund refused to 
give pensions to disabled m iners and 
widows. Jack  draw s $130 a month disabil
ity from  the S tate and we get food stam ps. 
The UMW won’t  give a disabled m iner a 
pension until he reaches 55 years old — 
and then only if he’s got 20 years in the 
m ines!

“ Tony Boyle was a trustee  on the 
UMW W elfare and R etirem ent Fund. 
When he ignored our dem and for pen
sions, we called a strike. On June 21,1970, 
our roving pickets pulled out a dozen 
mines on the hoot-owl shift. Inside of a 
week, 20,000 m iners here and in western 
Pennsylvania and eastern  Ohio w ere out.

‘‘Boyle sent in his goon squads and the 
operators got court injunctions and put 
four of our leaders in jail. But we've won 
alm ost all our dem ands.” The Disabled 
Miners and Widows Organization filed a 
court suit and forced Boyle off the UMW 
W elfare and R etirem ent Fund, and 
ordered him  to repay to the Fund the m il
lions of dollars he misused. Willie Ray 
Blankenship’s court case has won many

m iners the ir back pensions. Now Arnold 
Miller, whose p latform  included pensions 
for disabled m iners and widows, is UMW 
president.

M iners’ wives and widows, like Ellen 
Watovich, Sara Kaznoski, Louellen Holeb, 
Granny Hager, and Della Mae Smith, all 
supported and campaigned for Jock 
Yablonski in 1969 and Arnold M iller in 
1972. P residen t M iller’s recent election 
victory is a victory for the women, as 
well as for rank-and-file m iners. But for 
m ost women in the coalfields, the strug
gle goes on.

Granny Hager began fighting the coal 
operators back in the early  1960s when 
they tried  to break the UMW in east Ken
tucky. She joined the Roving P icket 
Movement, which involved many m iners’ 
wives and widows. When the operators 
succeeded in breaking the union there and 
thousands of men w ere out of work, she 
helped organize the Appalachian Com
m ittee for Full Em ploym ent. Jobs, the 
lack of them , is still Appalachia’s w orst

problem. Granny herself understands 
what that means. Until only recently, she 
worked in a laundry in Hazard, Ky., for 
$1.15 an hour. And since she worked only

Sara Kasnoski (3rd from left) and other 
members of the Widows' Mine Disaster 
Committee discuss mine safety legislation 
with West Virginia's Rep. Hechler. "We 
never stopped fighting for our miners" Mrs. 
Kasnoski said, "Six of us flew to Washing
ton, D.C. We picketed the White House. We 
promised to shut down the coal mines 
across the country if Nixon didn't sign that 
Federal Mine Health and Safety Bill. He 
signed it."

20 hours a week, her weekly take-home 
pay was $15!

“ Jobs is what we can’t get,” says 
Shirley Dalton, president of the Mononga
lia County W elfare Rights Organization, 
“ My husband, D arris, can get just a 
tem porary job hauling limestone, so me 
and my seven children are  on and off wel
fa re .” A few years ago, Shirley joined 
women like Joan White, a Black welfare 
m other from  Fairm ont, W. Va., to build a 
strong W elfare Rights Organization. The 
WRO has fought for day-to-day needs 
like food stam ps, medical care, old age 
care, and decent schools. During the 1971 
m iners’ contract strike, she fought for 
the m iner’s right to collect food stamps. 
Shirley Dalton also supported the fight 
for Angela D avis’s freedom, spoke at 
two anti-war rallies a t West Virginia 
U niversity last spring, and attended the 
Dem ocratic Convention in Miami last 
sum m er in the hopes of dumping Nixon.

The future for young women in the 
coalfields is bleak. One year afte r the 
d isaster a t Buffalo Creek, two young wo
men there have no hope of a bright future. 
“ After I graduate in Ju n e ,” says Patty  
Jones, “ I ’m  going up to Wisconsin or 
Chicago. I want to be a secretary . If I 
stay here, all I can do is get m arried 
and raise kids for the re s t of my life. I 
really love Logan County, but most of the 
guys in our school can’t even get jobs 
when they graduate. A young woman like 
m e has even less chance to find work.

The job situation is even worse for 
Black women in Appalachia. Dossie Mar
tin, from  Coxton, Ky., is one of the lucky 
ones. She’s got a job as a nurse in Harlan 
Hospital. But m ost Black m iners’ wives, 
like Norm a C arter of Gary, W. Va., have 
factory jobs. Norm a works in a small 
purse factory where she does piecework, 
gets paid below m inim um  wage, and gets 
hassled by the boss daily. T here’s a union, 
th a t’s true; but i t’s not a good one and 
never fights for the women workers. 
Many Black women, like Nancy Cole of 
W estland, P a ., work as household maids.

Women in the coalfields a re  either un
employed ©p-work at low-paid. non-union 
jobs. While their husbands, fathers and 
sons a re  coal m iners, work in a m ajor 
industry, and have a union to protect 
them, the women are left out in the cold. 
Now that Arnold Miller and the rank-and- 
file m ovem ent have taken over the 
UMW, that union m ay be able to help the 
wives and widows who played such an im
portant role in their victory.

The UMW is the largest union in Ap
palachia. As in the ’30s, it can now be
gin to fight for all the workers and poor 
people here, not only the m iners. It can 
support other w orkers, like hospital work
ers and sanitation workers, in their fight 
to organize. The UMW can fight for wel
fare recipients — thousands of m iners 
were laid off during the 1950s because of 
mechanization of the m ines and today are 
living on welfare. The coal m iners’ union 
can dem and a better life for every wo
man and child, so they can live in dignity 
and find schooling and em ployment in the 
coalfields.

WORLD MAGAZINE

"The Women's Auxiliary" painted for the Pennsylvania Coal strikers in 1928 by Lydia Gibson.



— off the Fence ^
an exhibition of social comment 

24thNov - 15th Dec, 11 am-6pm 10 Cambridge Terrace Mews NW1,01 935*1841



WOMENS FREE ARTS ALLIANCE 
10 Cambridge Terrace Mews London NW1 
019351841

THE WOMENS ALLIANCE GALLERY WAS STARTED IN MARCH 1976 AND IS RUN 
COOPERATIVELY BY WOMEN FOR WOMEN. IT AIMS TO SHOW THE WORK OF BOTH 
ESTABLISHED AND YOUNG ARTISTS.

OFF THE FENCE
IS A REVIEW OF WORK WITH A SOCIAL OR POLITICAL COMMENT, AND IS A MIXED 
MEDIA SHOW WITH VARIED INTERPRETATIONS OF THE THEME.

ARTISTS EXHIBITING
FRANCES BARR - mixed media/women working/Ulrike Meinhof
HILDA BERNSTEIN - etchings/Southern Africa
RITA BROWN - painting/woman housebound
FRANCES COLEMAN - film stills/alienated woman
NINA O ’CONNELL - pen&ink&gouache/satirical
CHRISTINE JOHNSON design proposals for Islington Royal 
JASMINE CANN “ Agricultural Hall
JACQUELINE MORREAU - etchings/Vietnam/Murder in Missippi 
ZOE DE ROPP - gouache/'visual exploration of the psyche'
ANYA TEIXEIRA - photographs/Notting Hill/Marseille/playground 
PAT WHITEREAD - photomontage/slides/technology & nature
SELECTORS

ALEXIS HUNTER 
JENNY NORRIS

press view 3-5pm private view7-9pm Nov24
EXHIBITION OPEN WEDNESDAY 24TH NOVEMBER - WEDNESDAY 15TH DECEMBER 
11AM - 6PM
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