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like demons and butchered man, woman and child alike.
The Barolong, unprepared as they were, put up a desperate fight,
and actually repulsed the Matebele in their first mad rush on the

south. Such the Maabakgomo regiment under lotshegare TaWanajthe

lizalau regiment under llokgweetsi son of Phetlhu Makgetla;nvtﬁkuﬁuﬂﬂa
sohsice o maliacel podh breic ‘fc‘i{k oo Praede
ﬁ} Nare e makopo, e mathulo a magolo
Ware e ekile ya thula Letebele
Ya tsuakana yea duba letshotelo
@a ba ga sala go ja barwa limokele.
Thou buffaleo of thick prominent forehead and violent chargt
Thou buffalo that once charged a Tebele
liade of him mince meat and mixed him with his excreta
s0 that none but hardend fighters could contemplate.

But the Magalatladi regiment undef Sebotsé Montshosi particularly

leading and urging his men
distinguiéhed itself, &ebotso himself FgyirgRPxIffRxiReRxRLExRE

into the thickest fight and laying no les:s than six of the enemy
thexfamiixerenyxigwxheforexRexwag

low before he was perfobated by as many spears of the reinforcing
army under Gobuza)which effected junction with Gundwena's division
at the critical moment and turned the scales against the Tshidi
Barolong. The latter now gave way and fled in disorder through the
narrow passage between the closing horns of the lMatebele crescent.

In their invasions, the lMatebele usually killed old men, old
women and fighting men, but captured young women young men and boys
fbr incorporation in their tribe. on this Sccalion, however, the
or@er was specific - "ghunwana delenda est,.," = Xhunwana must be des=-
troyeds it must be blotted out, and not a vestige of living thing left
Obediently and thoroughly the commanders tried to carry out this ore
der of their king. Man, woman and child were butchered with ferociou

cruelty, and when all the blood that could be spilled was spilled,
the town was committed to the flames with all its stacks of grain,

and the fleeing remnants were pursued for several miles towards

gy the south, :
we
Améng the slain were' & of Tawana's wives = Zebudio, mother of llon=

: Illkgamq
tshiwa, D&iganngosela, mother of Motshegare and Molema)/Letshane,
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and éenaznye, gpd his sisters Koto and Kotonyane. There pere
ished also Lekoma, and several subchiefs and the bravest fighting
men among hundreds of Barolong casualtiecs.

CHAFTER W . MIeRATIONS
How Tawana escaped while XX nearly all his wiwves perished

was a miracle. The women were the first to flee, but were
intercepted by the encircling right wing of the Matebele cresc=
ent and decimated. The chief(57 years ) made good his escape
while & the liatebele were temporarily pushed back and their line
broken by the force of the llagalatladi counter attack.

Tawana's people fled southward towards lamusa (Schweizer =
Reneke), but here their progress was barred by the Koranas of &
Gert Taaibosch who fell on their vanguard and robbed them of
the catglc they hadsaved. As they proceeded to Taung to seek
asylum under Mahura they were attacked by a Batlhaping bandq§1kﬁuc5
under Kenakamorwa, brother of chief Mahura, This band stole the
few remaining cattle, and treachercusly murdered Tflala, chief
Tawana'ts eldest surviving sone. Mahura was profuse with apolo=
gies for his brotherds brigandage, but the injury had been so
great that destitute as they were, the Barolong could not rest
among the Batlhaping. Wité?gien stopping to avail themselves
of the planting season, they continued their journey another
fifty miles south, their objective being Motlhanapitse (Platberg
on the Vaal) then the abode of the geleka branch of the Barolo=
ng, lately under Sefunelo their guest at Phitshane 10 years pre~
viously under similar circumstances (v.p..ﬂ%?latberg is g flat=
toppred hill on the southern bank of the Vaal river six miles
east of Warrenton. Below it the Seleka Barolong had settled
with their missionaries James Archbell and Thomas L. gzz%;;'in
1827, gfter being tosced hither and thither by warring tribes

since their emigration from Bechuanaland at the end of the pre=

eseding x century. sefunelo was now dead, and the tribe was now

ruled by his son Morokae. To him, therefore the Tshidi Barolong

followed by the Ratlou Barolong under Gontse ceme for

Wl <

of Tawana,
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Two parties arrived at Motlhana-wg-pitse. The firat tom ar-
rive was Tawana and his Tshidi Barolong, The chief was acc=
ompanied by his sons Montshiwa, Marumulwg, Belere and Sé;u of
the principal hpuse, that is to say7§ons :¥ Sebudio, whog as
noted was slain by the lMatebele at Khunwanaj Motshegarse,
Molema and their sisjfter Majang by the second house of Mosela,
whéem latter we also noticed as one of the latebele victims.
Thergrgiso §aane and Rabodietso, Tawana's baby sons by the la~
st house of lfasefera daughter of king liakaba of the Bangwake®
tse. Tawanat!s party also contained Nkhabele daughter 6§ of
Palo z NWnone of the $ehuba ward and widow of f?iala who Had
been aspassinated by the Batlhaping of Mahura. 8he had two
children - a girl-{Moutlwatsi} and a boy-{Tshipinare). Her
other son—[8etlogelo) had disappeared at Khunwana during the
sack of that town, but turned up many years after about 1878,
married and childede. The Tshidi party con;ﬁed of about
3,500 souls.

The refugees were not long at Motlhgna=wa-pitse befere xg

Moroka fell victim to the allurements of the young widow
4
Nkhabeke, and duly annexed her to his seraglie, at the same xi
time adopting her children as his very own. Thus in ﬂﬁlé
- v m\

[he

time Tshipinareréfandson fof Tawana, of/Tshidi/became chiéf of
the $eleka clan as ggﬁ?&fﬁ“‘““Jaﬁ . The second partyf of
arrivals at Motlhana-ma=-pitse was the Ratlou clan - of highest
rank in the Barolong tribe. They were under Gontse who wgs
accompanied by his sons Shope, Phol and Mutls, and his strong
%ggisgia._ Letsapa and “eepo as well as his wards and fwture
Ratlou ciiefs Masisi and Moshete for whéem he was acting.
The Ratlou party was not numerous, perhaps only 1,50¢ Py far

the greater numbers having remained at Morokweng underMx

Maiketso who fled with %o ihen - ‘iaa-\1eLc\‘t5é\q te



escape the Matebele. : B
Sifireted
The settlement at Plgatberg was not very happily stuated
from the point of view of water supply and grazing. The
rainfall also was not abundant, and the terrain 1s stony and
somewhat barren. These considerations had made the missio=-
naries and the chiefs think of finding another and moremx su-
itable place for settlement. Now when the population of Fl-
aatbergz was suddenly increased from 8,000 to about 13,000

n
by the arrival of the refugecs, the matter became urgemt.

It was known that large tracts of unoecupied land ¥ lay

along the sources of lfodder, Caledon and Riet Rivers to;ards
Basutolind and it was decided to explore the possibilittes of
a settlement there.
At the beginning of May 1833, and impressive expedftion
set out for this purpose. It consisted of 11 wagons and se-
veral armed horsemen under the direction of the Methodist mi
missionaries James Archbell gnd John Edwardé, assisted Py che
¢hief lloroka's counsellors Motlhware and Jacob Ngakantsix and
also some @riguas of Barend Barends, Koranas of Jan Kap‘éin

and New Zealanders of Piet Baatjes (J.@dwardss 59 yeérsi of

Mission Life in South Africa)e. Tawana also sent some £ of

his men under Motshegare and Mokgweetsi. The expeditibon
followed the course of the lfodder River castwards, traversing
a country inhabited by Bushmen and teeming with all manner

of wild animals and gaumeg, while the rivers abounded in hop=
A}

Popotami, rhinos and crocodiles. After lG.days travelding x
the expedition came %o the land they had in view and succe-
ssful negotiations were tvnmﬁiziiaL with the Basuto chief
Moshoeshoe vesting in the missionaries on behalf of thef 3e=
now

leka Barolong the land that we,know as Thaba Ncho a large

Piece of land lying to the west of the Caledon.

On the return of the expedition to uptlhana-wa-pitse, chief
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/ Moroka in consultation with hisp missionaries and counsellors
immediately appointed a day of emigration to Thaba Nche, and
80 on a night early in December 1833, the town crier announc+
ed the hour in the succeeding day or two when Motlhana-wa-pite

se must be evacqibted, and all must take the road to the new

home,

And so it came to pass, the chiefs Moroka, Gontse and
Tawana travelled in a wagon drawn by sixteen fat oxen. In
another wagon travelled their queens. The princes, among th=
e Montshiwa}::;% on horseback, and assisted in keeping the pe-
Pulace in order and protecting them and their belongings fromk

the accidents of the road and the molestation of the surroeund-
ingx Bdshmen and beasts of prey. At places of rest, when the
draught animals were loogsed from the yokes and turned off for

grazing and watering, they helped the men to look after them,
and combine%ﬁ Inguty with hunting along the Modder Rivef, a
sport in which they found their @Grigua fell&gtravellers mastemb‘
both as marksmen and in general veld lore.

After a week or so of steady progress, the migrating Baro=

long, Griquas, Koranas and New Zealaders and missiongries reg=
cihed Thaba Jcho towards the end of December, It was a day ne=
rer tof?orgot as company after company, wagon after wagon,
horseman after horseman and one pedestrian after another, all

gethered in a V plain wariie—Theb-Hehe—hill--tewered—loftily-and
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formed by two streamlets converging on the west&aqdﬁfhe Rev, J.
Archbell after reading a scripture lesson and invoking god's
blessing on the immigrants and their new settlementy sang a hy=
@mn in which all joined 1ustily;aud for the first time since their
creation the hills and the plains of Thaba Ncho re-echoed with

praise to God.

In accordance with custom the people were allocated building
sites in keeping with their lineal descent, Moroka and the $el=
eka clan building on the south side, while the Ratlou clan (Gont-
se), and the Tshidi clan (TSwana) built on the north-west.

Anada Neie_s6Y outn.
Tawana and his people were destined to spent 8 years in Thaba -
Wcho. During this/time, Montshiwa as a chief's son had Epcess to
Bodswans
the remotest recesses of Beecwana communal life. He attended the
secret sessions of the tribal councils, was present at interviews
with distinguished visitors, and in that way got some elementary
knewledge of men and their affairs. Rev. James Archbell, Moroka=
's missionaryex was a kindly man who often visited Moroka and Tawe
ana at their homes and tri%& to interest them in spiritual mgtters,
With Tawana's sons- JMontshiwa, Motshegare and Molema,he lived on
terms of great friendship and many informal conversations with
them had the eflfeect of conveying to their minds the idea of things

eternal, and if they did not all publicly accept the missienary's
Ar-
faith, the density of darkness in thgfminds was definitely lessendd,

and it was remarkable how, throughout his life Montshiwa's cenver=

sation was interspersed with apt and intelligent quatations from
the Bible and references to the greatness and goodness of God.
Montshiwa had an active mind and inquisitive nature. From
his earliest years, he was anxious to acquire knowledge about all
kinds of things. His interest had q%pecfially been awakend by
white people who had always something str%&e to tell. He there-

fore never let slip the opportunity of attending meetings address=

ed by Buropean visitors te Thaba Ncho. In that way he met Dr
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Andrew gmith who visited Thaba Hcho at the end of 1334.

Cattle raiding is almost a normal accurence in inter=-
trival life, and it is not to be supposed that the Barolong at
Thaba Ncho had forgotten their insatiate love for cattle, or
forsaken that illegitimate way of acquiring them. Between
them and the Basothos, there were constant forays. The Tshidi
Barolong were necessarily very poor. They were refugees.

They had been dispoiled by their Matebele visitors and were
anxious to mend their £ fortunes. When the $eleks men went
out, therefore to raid or steal Basotho catile, they were reag-
dily joined by the Tshidi young men of Tawana under Tawgha's ownx
and, Melerma
sons-Montshiwa and Motshegarg; 80 fregquent and so successful
were their raids that Moshoeshoe, the Basotho chief complaimed

in 183% that Tawana's sons were a band of cattle thiefs.

The Y24+ 1836 was aé?k%@ of great excitement for Montshiwa. The

Voortrekker party of A.Hendrik Potgieter arrived in Thaba Niho
and were welcomed by Morokas and treated with great kindness by
the Barolong chiefs and people. After resting, Potgieter and
his party proceeded northward towards the Vaal River, At a
hillock since called Veg Xop.l? miles to the south of the pre-
sent site of Heilbron, they were attacked by the Matebele of
Mzilikazi, and though they inflictcd severe casualties on
their assailants, they were robbed of all their catile, shegp
and most of the horses,
By the help of chief Moroka, Rev J.Archbell and Gerrit

Maritz the leader of the third parfty whicgjt; the mean time
arrived at Thaba NchoX'uuafbllowers of Potgieter were brought
back to Thaba Ncho.
While there was no social admixture between white and black,
the leaders of the emigrants, namely Potgieter, Maritz, Carl
Gelliers, Rev Brasmus &mit, and afterwards Piet Retief, as
well as the rank and file of the trekkers moved freely among

the Barolongs The leaders had many comferences with the
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Barolong chiefs individgally and collectively. Many of these

o

conferences young ntshiwa would undoubtedly be present at with

e

‘5/@- E H'(’/'mw hir Bousy p MojShacuss d.a«,ﬂl..k/fgrz. {cﬂkgwdu Photll. Aﬁ“"‘“%”%\/%ézﬁ,,
““ﬂwﬁmd and a strange marriage it was from a European point of view, but

L Jore ; —Thia 519:; beé el a(,z’u./'c/é Ulle /&fy /m-/wu e p ol Mo, ase &f 167p= A Plosiase—g-
:Zf one wholly in keeping with Tswana custom and law. Like Abraham

of 0ld he married his half-sister - Majang, daughter of his own

g)é father Tawana by Mosela (daughter of Molekane of Rapulana),
5%596)/i- Montshiwa himslef being son of Tawana by Sebudio (daughter of
Phetlhu of Makgetla.lMajang, incidentally was the sister of Motshe=
ﬁg gare ang Molema., From this union resulted a daughter = Buku,

the only issue of the marriage in 184Q. This Buku was ia after

\»years taken to wife by ishipinare, Moroka's successor.
*® X
When in December 1836 Potgleter decided to proceed agalng//éhe

L ifatebele to punlsh them for their assault on his,party, Tawana
s /

\ sent sevq;ai”men with the expedition Egggz/fie immediate command

et -l 7 i 7= 3
of his eldest surviving son Motshegare, while (the Ra u men
>

-~ e

3 -
were under their brave general Lecpo, and the Rapulana men under
their chief laba himself, who ag;ed'élso as guide of the com=
mandﬁf/g;vingin been in lMzilikazi's service two or three years

previously. — >

\iMontshiwa was then about 21 years of age. Itlis not clear whether
L

or not he went with the exPedition./ Leaving Thaba Necho on the

W A B A /7 -
i o ,‘/ /,//

- o

2nd of January ;937,4the expedition went direq;ly”horth,crossed

the Vaa}ﬂatﬂaommando Drft, passed near/tﬁé present site of

e e

ebele military camp ofﬂmmsega on
soresont
a_e was on the;rallway between Mafeking and

Mafeking, and came upon the
the 16th. This vi

zeerust adj

cent to the siding zendeliquost. The commando att-

\\a ked it, routed the Matebele present consisting mostly of old
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w3l When in December 1836 Potgieter decided to prodeed against the Mat-
’ | ebele to punish them for their assault on his party, Tawana sent
several men with the expedition under the immediate command of his
eldest surviving son Motshegare, while the . Ratlou men were under iked
their brave general Leepo, and the Rapulana men under their chief
liatlaba himself, who acted also as guide of the commando, having
been in WMzolikazi's service two.er three years previouslye.
Montshiwa was then about 21 years of age. It is not clear wheth-
T); er or not he went with the eredition?¢ Leaving Thaba Ncho on the
2nd of January 1937, the expedition went directly north, crossed
the Vaal at Commande Drift, passed near the present site of Mafeking,
and came upon the Matebele military camp of Mosega on the 1l6gh.
resent
This village was on the]railway between Mafeking and Zeerust adja=
cent to the siding zendelin%;ost. The ccmmande attacked it, routes
ed the Matebele present consisting mostfly of old men, women and
children and captured an immense booty in cattle. As luck would
have it, the Boer commando descended on xke Mosege at the time wh-
en the Matebele fighting men were away on commando and their vict=-
'P[ ory was of course much easier than it might otherwise have been. //
/ In November another commwando consisting of 13% mounted whites and
an unrecorded - possibly smaller number of blacks under Potgieter
and Pieter Uys went out and defeated Mzilikazi at his residence

or
Kapayin (Egabeni) or $ilkaatskop on the Tholwana Rivery AKskR

"Borwala Khutso" (the crown of curses, locus criminis) agein the
2hexlnsfixﬂnxsxinxkxixxxﬁxﬁhﬁixhnihxnxxixkﬁaixhiniﬁiixgﬁﬁxhiﬁxxxn-

Boers were lucky in that both Mzilikazi
8E2LE SRR MRS AR I HQ T2 RERRE - himself and his generalig=

Simo Mkalipi were absent.

After this second rout, Mzilikazi withdrew from these southern pa-

- 'no-r'z‘f&«rv
rts northwards te establish his evaneseent kingdom of Matebeleland.

.,,~A ENE e TR
- In 1841, the Barolong who had sought refuge with Moroka prepa=-

- e
red to leave Thaba Ncho to return te their country, now clea;d of the

Matebele peril by the Dutch emigrants.

There were repetts and there was F fear among the Barolong that
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/ men, women and children,captured ae{immense booty in cattle.

fando descented on)w6g;ga at

7

{ghting men were away.dn commando

/

4s‘£uck would have it, the boer c

the time when the latebele
and their victory was/p course much easier than it might other=
79 wise have been.l//In/ﬁovember another commando consisting of

138 mountgg,/ggltes and an unrecorded/‘/pOSSLDly smaller numbe

7 of blaﬁk//under Potgieter and Plefér Uys went out and feated

Mzilikazi at his residence Kapayin (Bgabeni) or g kaatskop,(on
the Tholwana River. Agaln the Boers were ¢ky in that both
Mzilikazi and his neralissimo Mkalipi were absent.

After this sqpaﬁg/fj;t,M11llxazi withdrew from these) southern

hirm

had
In 1841, the Barolong who hadm sought refuge with Moroka

jYH!

prepared to leave Thaba Necho to return to their country, now xi

cleared of the Matebele peril by the Dutch emigrantis.

reports
There were xep#itx and there was fear among the Barolong unagzthe

expulsion of the Matebele, the Dutch emigrants were spreading

e lhe
themsleves over the conquered lands of Marico and Molopo, and

it was clear that many springs that the Barolong had formerly
S “‘Lh oo viedorows ,buje’ﬁ,.&rmogm/g and- fatl: ﬁwm @yl OF27-3 P27

aﬁﬁ occupied were now'beln%41n[Thaba Ncho, the less land they would
find to occupy. This consideration urged them to move, The
facts of this move are controversial. The probability is that,

knowing the land to be clear, the Barolong just moved without

thought of asking anybody's permission.

Leaving Thaba Ncho in three large parties according to theéeir
Jf aw wndes” ”tl ans W "(( . e Bfrce seef t
clans j!Ratiou,j(Gontse) Tshidi/ TaWana)’and/Rapulana (Matlaba)
the Barolong passed by the Maje-masweu, tof the north-east of
Brandfort, crossed the Valsch River (Ntha) halfway between its

confluence with the Vaal and thef present site of K?antad,

crossed the vaal 2
b Rive%/'(Lekwa) a little velow its confluence
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