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MONDAY DFr^MB£R
14 1964

Sir,- rivonia r m u“In Varim.„ __
ceedings last April % fl rCports of Pro- 
Rivonia Sabotage Tria^T  Se of the 
™as ^ ted that Mr Waiter <?re5° ria it ,

the persons with whom t ^lst,iu> one , 
thafha"y accused, ^  was

^ S ^ i l i s i z - L ’r z ' i c r  

C S 4 v F ‘S S a 1

ja r ,  s f a w R K f r f t T a r  

, S ‘  T » e" t e

j own conscience that r ^  satisfied in my 

towards themW,th Proprfety and I n t e f e
„......... /  am’ Sir> yours faithfully,
89 Borough High Street' A  *A ppLE ,

S E.k ’ L° ndon Bridge,'



STATaimT m  r . b . a .

I s  m s  arrested®  on July 11th a t the fa r m  o f  Arthur G oldroich  

in  the Johannesburg suburb o f  R ivon ia , and than detained in  s o l i t a r y  

confinem ent, w ithout t r i a l ,  f o r  90 days.

Together with Nelson Mandela, Walter Slsrulu and e igh t o th ers  

I  vms charged with sabotage and ce r ta in  oth er  p o l i t i c a l  o f fe n c e s  

on O ctober 8th.

These charges were withdrawn three weeks la t e r  and I  was 

re le a se d . *

The Deputy A ttorney-G eneral announced that he intended to  

c a l l  me as a w itness fo r  the p rosecu tion . Had I been fo r ce d  in to  

the w itness box x would have f e l t  o b lig e d  to  re fu se  to  answer 

qu estion s . This would in e v ita b ly  have re su lte d  in  ray being  once 

again  charged with the oth er accused o r  o f  being re -d e ta in ed  

I n d e f in it e ly  w ithout t r i a l .  Rather than adopt th is  course I  chose 

to  lea ve  South A fr ic a .

Lly reason  fo r  net wanting to  t e s t i f y  fo r  the State in  a 

p o l i t i c a l  p rosecu tion  o f  th is  kind fes® i s  because o f  ray hatred  o f  

the apartheid  system. The rea l "offence** o f  the accuoed i s  that 

they have fought aga in st t h i s  system .

Lly own experiences s in ce  ray a rre s t  as w e ll as other evidence 

which I  have been a b le  to  s c ru t in is e  has more than ever confirm ed 

rae in  the co n v ic t io n  that those who en force  the iramoralk laws o f  

white supremacy have them selves l o s t  a l l  sense o f  moral r e s p o n s ib i l i 

ty .  V PGS« 2
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The " ')0 -day " A c  t  '*prov ides th at a detainee must be re le a se d  

'ashen he has r e p lie d  " a t ia fa e t o r i ly " t o  questions put by the p o l i c e .  

Despite t h is  I  m s  kept in  deten tion  f o r  two months a f t e r  exp la in in g  

the reason fo r  ray presence at the G oldrelch  farm , the6nly ju s t i 

f i c a t i o n  b f fe r o d  be inf: that I  had not t o ld  the p o l ic e  anything 

"v a lu a b le* . M oreover, the Deputy A ttorney-G eneral h im self m s  

d isposed  to  use-me as a State vdltnosa when, in  h is  own words, ho 

’ cou ld  do without my ev id en ce " , thus in d ica t in g  that h is  on ly  

purpose was to  use me as © p o l i t i c a l  t o o l*  aga in st the accused .

The evidence i s  overwhelming that the "90-day" d e te c t io n  law 

p rov id es a cov er  f o r  p ro tra cted  mental and p h y s ica l to r tu re .

1 eye-w itn essed  the h o r r ify in g  e f f e c t s  o f  ouch

deten tion  on a p a r t icu la r  detainees One n ig h t during September or  

O ctober I  was awakened in  P retoria  p rison  by screams emanating 

from the A fr ica n  s e c t io n . These continued a l l  n i  h t . The next 

morning I  heard the scr  eaming man bein g  pushed a lon g  the c o r r id o r  

in to  the ksgci h o s p ita l  yard* Looking out o f  my c e l l  window I saw 

an A fr ica n  man, Z, a 90-day d e ta in ee , being h e ld  by two warders, 

h is  arms tw isted  behind h is  bacSc. Ha m s  fro th in g  a t tho mouth 

and h is  eyes had the w ide, veeant star:: o f  the booark# A few weeks 

la t e r  he was s t i l l  in  the h o sp ita l yard wearing a stra ig h tS ja ck  t  

h is  screams by then had degenerated in to  whimpers, which wore met 

by blow's from the warder in  charge o f  him.
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Where actu a l mentalst d isord er  i s  not produced* the a tten tion

i s  ca lcu la te d  to  make the detainee lo s e  h is  s e l f -c o n f id e n c e  and 

become over—credulous twoards the th rea ts  and prom ises made by h is  

in te rro g a to rs .

Xn a number o f  cases A fr ica n  deta inees have been su b jected  

to  b ru ta l a ssa u lts  and e l e c t r i c  shock treatm ent.

I  saw a w itness in  the R ivonia t r i a l  who i s  being  h eld  inf
custody s t i l l  lim ping three months a f t e r  he had been a ssa u lted  

in  order to  fo r c e  a statement from him. One o f  the R ivonia accused 

s t i l l  bears deep b ru ise  marks from an assau lt on him by the p o lic e  

during August. E le c t r ic *  shock treatment was a lso  a p p lied  to the 

s e n s it iv e  parts o f  h is  body.

Those who are in s id e  the oouth A frican  g a o ls  were tremendously 

heartened by the United Nations r e s o lu t io n  c a l l in g  fo r  the re lea se  

o f  p o l i t i c a l  p rison ers  and f o r s  an end to  the Sabotage T r ia l .

They p la ce  ^ m  tremendous hope on the e f f e c t  o f  world wide 

pressure on the Verwoerd government

J U ^  . ft L l
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1. I was a s o l i c i t o r ,  notary pub lic  and conveysncer o f  the
Supreme Court o f  South A fr ica  from June 1956 u n t il  November 
1961* For part o f  that time I was in  p ra ctice  in  Johannesburg, 
but between 1959 and 1961 I was a f u l l  time le c tu re r  in  law 
at the U niversity  o f  the Witwatersrand, Tn November 1961 
my name was removed, at my own request , from the r o l l  o f 
s o l i c i t o r s  etc* and I  was admitted as an Advocate o f  the 
Supreme Court o f South A fr ica , I p ra ctised  as such as a 
member o f  the Johannesburg Bar from that time u n t il  November 
1963, when I came to  th is  country. I  am at present a student 
o f Gray’ s Inn with a view to being ca lle d  to the English Bar;
1 Intend to  read law at Cambridge fo r  two years as from th is  
October.

2* I was a member o f the South A frican  Congress o f  Democrats from 
1953 u n t il  that organ isation  was declared  unlawful by the 
South A frican  Government in  1962, This organ isation  was c lo s e ly  
a l l ie d  to  the A frican  National Congress, gen era lly  regarded as 
the p rin cip a l A frican  p o l i t i c a l  body in South A fr ica , 'a n d  which 
was i t s e l f  declared unlawful In 1960. I was a lso  c lo s e ly  
connected with the South A frican  Congress o f  Trade Unions, 
mainly as an honorary adviser on le g a l and re la ted  matters , My 
fa th er  was the Parliamentary leader o f  the South A friean Labour 
Party,

3. During my period  in le g a l p ra ct ice  I appeared as counsel in  a 
number o f p o l i t i c a l t r i a l s .  Among those/^fiorn I  acted  Stax rats 
were Walter S isulu  ( on several occasion s) Nelson Mandela , 
both o f  them banned leaders o f  the -African National Congress, 
Ahmed K&thrada , banned leader o f  the B.A.Indian Congress, and 
L .B ernstein , banned leader o f  the S.A.Congress o f  Democrats. 
These persons are among those now on t r ia l  in  the "R ivonla" 
case . These persons end a number o f other A frican  leaders 
wore among my c lo s e  personal fr ie n d s .

4. On July 11 th ,1963, I was arrested  at the farm o f Mr.Arthur 
G oldreich  at R ivonia, near Johannesburg, I was in  the 
company o f Walter S isu lu , Govan Mbeki and Ahmed Kathrada, a l l  
at that time "wanted" by the p o lic e  on charges o f  defying 
adm inistrative orders p lacin g  them under house a rre s t , as w ell 
as L ,B ernstein  and R« hlaba• We were a l l  detained fo r  a 
period  o f n inety days ( u n t il  October 8 , 1963) in  terms o f  
section  17 o f  the General Law Amendment Act-, 1963, without 
t r ia l  and f o r  the purposes o f  " in te r ro g a t io n " ,

5. I was detained in  s o l ita r y  confinement during th is  p erish  
mainly at the P retoria  j a i l .  I  was denied a l l  reading amJt 
w riting  m aterial (o th er than the Bible)was r.ot allow ed fc> 
communicate with any other person, and was (u su a lly , but 
always) allowed out o f  my small c e l l  on ly f o r  two d a lly  
h a lf  “ hour ex erc ise  p eriod s . The con d ition s  were harsh, a ^ -

. ..p a g e  2 /
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and the sensory deprivation  brought about by the con d ition s 
o f  deten tion , resu lted  in  an impairment o f  Judgment, and 
a considerable  aggravation o f worry and s tr e s s , I have described  
these fa c to r s ,  and the circum stances in  which I came h> make 
two statements to the n o lice  in  a le t t e r  to M r,Joel J o f fe ,  
s o l l c i t o r  to the Rivonia accused, which I en clo se , I would merely 
ad> ere t at before  agreeing to answer p o lic e  qu estion s, the 
persons whom I was i l l i c i t l y  able to  consu lt were Bernstein  and 
G oldberg, B ernstein , in  p a r t icu la r , was f u l l y  in  favour o f  my doing so , "

0 , I have- never succeeded in  obtain ing cop ies  o f these statements 
from the P o lic e , and I am unable to  r e c o l le c t  them in  d e ta i l ,  
inasmuch as I  can remember them, the g is t  o f each was as fo l lo w s :

x a AlVillJit. ’?.»- -1.pS J : I sa id  that X had been in v ite d  to 
go tc  Rivonia on July 11 by an unknown Indian man, who 
hm brought me a message from S isu lu , I  had gone there 
to  d iscuss the question  o f the n inety  day law 'deten tion s 
as w ell as an a peal pending by Sisulu  against his 
con v ict?on  by a m agistrate* X had arrived  at Rivonia and 
had round the others there; ten minutes la te r  the p o lic e  
a rrived , I  said I had never been to  Rivonia p rev iou sly  ,

(b) %  3--fiy i ( a fte r  in tensive  in terrog a tion  as set out 
in  my le t t e r  to « o f fe )  I sa id  that towards the end o f 
1962 I  bad been asked by AdvSlovo ( outside South A fr ica  
when I made my statement) to  rece ive  certa in  correspondence 
to r  the unlawful A.N.C, and to pass i t  on to him. In about 
A pril 1j*63 ne had taker- me out to the Rivonia farm, in tro 
duced me to Mbeki, and asked me to d e liv e r  the corresoond- 
ence to Mbe ĉi in  lu tu re , I did not know the contents o f  
t ie  le t t e r s  x rece iv ed . On ce rta in  o f my v is i t s  to  the 
farm X saw S isu lu , Kathrada,Bernstein and Goldberg there, 
I^had on some occa s ion s , at th e ir  requ est, d iscussed  
with them matters o f  a le g a l nature, f o r  example, the 
la te s t  le g is la t io n  on house a r re s t , re la tio n s  with the 
p ro te cto ra te s , e t c .  On July 11, I had gone there , at 
 ̂..cUjU s request to  lead  a d iscu ssion  on what could be 

none aoout the n inety  day law in  the way o f  a s s is t in g  
detainees and th e ir  fa m ilie s , organising p ro tests  e te . 
Before these present could  d iscu ss the m atter, the p o lice  
a rrived , I was a lso  asked a great many questions about 
re_au©d m atters. To most o f  these ray re p lie s  were negative,

"  1 can 1 incrim inated on ly certa in
Individuals at that time no longer resid en t In South 
I  denied any knowledge o f  sabotage, g u e r illa  warfare ^  
t.ne l ik e ,  and made I t  c le a r  that my knowledge was resfe*-«/e<t. 
to  what I knew from a few v is i t s  to the farm f o r  the 
abovenentioned purposes. I most ce r ta in ly  d id  not xsn 
inform the poU ca o f  the cottage  owned by Mr & Mrs Kre <U ■ 
wnich had been in  use by the A.H.C. ( and which L t.S w a /v ^ L
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la te r  a lleg ed  In evidence In the Rivenla t r ia l  Ihad led  him 
to on September 5)

7# "he p o lic e  expressed themselves s a t is f ie d  with th explanations 
I had given them, and I expected, as a r e s u lt , to  be re leased  
from vm n inety day deten tion , I  must emphasise, at th is  
p o in t, that when I had discussed the matter with Bernstein 
before  making a statem ent, our view was that i t  was v i t a l ly  
important fo r  at le a s t  one o f  those arrested  at Rivonia to 
induce the p o lic e  to  re lea se  him, so that the con d ition s  under 
which we were being h eld  oould  be mad* known, xboL Quite apart 
from a personal desire  to  be re lea sed , th is  was dominant in  
both our r in d s . However, the p o lic e  fa i le d  to  keep th e ir  
promises and, instead , during September, a fte r  the appointment 
o f  dr.'iu tar as prosecutor against the Plvonla deta inees, 
considerable  and continuing pro sura was put on me by the 
p o lic e  and Dr* i'utar to repeat my statement o f  August 9 as a 
sta te  w itness, X sh a ll ro t  detain  here the exact pro sures 
which, were exerted , I d id  however r e s is t  them a l l  fo r  two 
reasons: f i r s t l y ,  due to my long p o l i t i c a l ,  le g a l  and personal 
a sso c ia t io n  with the other detainee® X was most re lu ctan t to 
put myself in  ©. p o s it io n  o f  being a w itness against them in 
u p o l i t i c a l  prosecution? secondly , although I be lieved  that 
nothing Hiad sa id  took the sta te  case much fu rth er , there 
would always he a doubt in my r in d , i f  I  t e s t i f i e d ,  whether I 
had contributed  to th e ir  co n v ic t io n . On the la s t  day o f  my 

90 days'- Dr.Yhtar fa ced  me with an ultimatum I e ith er  X was 
to agree then and there to  be e sta te  w itness, or I would be 
charged with the other accused, I chose the la t t e r  course 
so as to give me an opportunity to d iscu ss the matter f i r s t l y ,  
with the o tver d eta in ees, and, secondly , with my fam ilv and 
le g a l adv isers ,

B, Consequently,on October 9th ,1963,1  was charged with sabotage
together with ten o th ers , { X n o t ic e ,  from press r o ro r ts , that 
the evidence against me -  lam named in the Indictment as a 
co -con sp lra tor  -  Is  (a) my presence at Rivonia in  a room in 
which a plan fo r  g u e r il la  warfare (the "cornerstone** o f the 
s ta te  case) was d iscovered?(b ) r e ce ip t  by me o f  a journal 
claim ing to be the organ o f  a sabotage organ isation? (c )  
the a lle g a tio n  that I bad led  the p o lic e  to  the above co tta g e , 
In which, i t  is  fu rth er a lleg ed  G oidreich  and Wolpe h id  a fte r  
th e ir  escape from or ison , I  hnd hot been Interrogated  about 
e ith e r  (a) or (b) and (e ) is  a complete fa b r ic a t io n ) ,

9 , With consid- rable d i f f i c u l t y  I managed to have a d ls c u a s W  
on the matter with M andela,aisulv.^bekl and B ernstein ,
They pointed  out that I f  I t e s t i f i e d  fo r  the state  the 
nubile aright b e liev e  that I had n changed s ides" and 
p o l i t i c a l l y  that would he harm ful. They d id  not b e liev e  
that any blame attached to me fo r  having made a statement

,.n age  4 /
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whlie a detainee. Although they had thee doubts about my 
appearing as a sta te  w itness, they were a ll  in favour o f 
my attem pting to induce the prosecutor to  re lea se  we 
c o n d it io n a lly  on my te s t i fy in g , so as to anable me to f l e e  
the country*

I a lso  discussed  the matter with the Hon I.A.jjJasM&isels 
,.U «, who appoarod f o r  the defence In the " treason  t r ia l "  and 

unr. w - t i l  recen tly  a Judge in  Southern Rhodesia. lie urged 
me v rs t  stron g ly  to accent the p rosecu tion ’ s o f f e r  to become 
a sta te  witness as he was convinced that in the l ig h t  o f  my 
statement and the p rev a ilin g  atmesphere I would b e 's e n t to* j a i l  
fo r  a minimum o f  f iv e  years and probably longer i f  I remained 
on t r i a l .  My fa th er  sunported th is  view.

10, A ccord ingly , I  informed Dr.Yutar that I would t e s t i f y  fo r  the 
s ta te . In c id e n ta lly , he reassured me that my evidence would not 
'take the sta te  case any fu rth er5' ;  i t  seemed that he wanted me 
as a w itness in  order to  crea te  "a t osphere* against the 
other accused, and had to  J u stify  my lengthv detention  -niter 
making a statem ent, which be c o u ld d o  i f 'h e  now ca lle d  m  as
s w itness. On the other hund^ îwS'r.ained as an accuse!
i t  was, desp ite M aisel*s warning^ a l i t t l e  problem atical 
whether I would be con v icted , i ’or my part I  b e liev ed  that the 
lon ger  I  remained in  custody the more danger e x is te d  o f  the 

p o lic e  e ith e r  fin d in g  or fa b r ica t in g  evidence against .no*
On October 30, I was re leased  and Dr#'/utar announced In open 
cou rt that he intended c a ll in g  me as a p rosecu tion  witness#

11, Upon my re lea se  I got in to  touch w ith the underground A.N.SJ. 
organ isation  end i t  was agreed that I should le^ve^the country* 
together with r*y w ife to avoid  her being kk2 : M ' a  hostage 
when I disappeared. Before leav ing  I f u l l y  informed a 
represen tative  o f  the underground movement o f  my statement and 
my experiences in j a i l .  Towards the end o f  SJovembe my w ife 
and I l e f t  South A frica  s e c re t ly , with the a id  o f  the A.v.G.

12, Op a rr iv a l in Bar as Salaam I made a pub lic  statement attack ing 
the p o lic e  in  South A fr ica  fo r  the use o f  tortu re  on su spects, 
d is c lo se d  threats made tc me by the polio®  and gen era lly  
Indicated  my continuing support f o r  the A.K,C. Meanwhile
Dr Yutar fa ls e ly  to ld  the court that Ihad l e f t  because I had 
been 'threatened" by the other s cused# Lgter  he a lleg ed  and 
Lt Svranepoel t e s t i f i e d  that I was a oOr munist and t h a t 'I  had 
le d  the p o lic e  to  the Kneel’ e co tta g e . At various stages 
in  the t r ia l  Dr Yufcar has attempted to  brand me as an ^InWwx***" 
and to  get the accused to  agree with him that I bad "betrav^ e " 
them and the A.N.O* v

13, During March or A p ril I  was shocked tc read the pamfcplefc 
itflrjtfflajnjJswK’ anonymously issued in South A fr ica  and reprin ted
in  S p o tlig h t1 organ o f  the ANC in  Oar as Salaam, This r e i^ A ^ i
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In correspondence and d iscu ssion s between y s e l f  and the 
ANG, I  have now been Informed that steps are being taken to 
have the pamphlet issued  In South A frica  corrected  so a? to 
Ind icate  that I  am not regarded as a betrayer'1 and to  
repeat th is  co rre ctio n  in  "S p otlig h t"*  { A copy is  attached)

14* Or A pril 24, the attached report arpoarcd in  "The Tim es".
1 .found th is  moot d is tre ss in g  and shocking, in  a l l  the 
cl.ret'" stances, and wrote the attached l e t t e r  to  8lsulti* s 
s o l i c i t o r .  I enclose h is  re p ly , and a personal l e t t e r  rece ived  
from S isu lu , both o f  which in d ica te  *

(a -) that the ''Times" renort was net f a i r  a 1 accurate 
\b ) that the report n e ith er in d ica tes  what was a ctu a lly  

sa id , nor does I t  r e f le c t  the views o f  S isu lu .

15. S im ilar and in  some oases ever, •tore exaggerated reports 
appeared in  the Soutn A frican  p ress . I attach  some o f  these 
which have come to hand. As I understand the p o s it io n  I would 
not bo e n t it le d , in  South A frican  law, to in s t itu te  or prosecute 
an action  in  the South A frican  co  rta as long as I am a 
.fu g itive" { which I might be considered as i  am named a? a 

eo-eO iiSplr*ter in  the Rivonia case indictm ent, and as I l e f t  
South A frica  knowing that I was requ ired  as a w itn ess).

16* I am anxious to have th is  most serious r e f le c t io n  on my 
in te g r ity , contained in  the "Times' re p o rt , r e c t i f ie d *  At 
the same tim e, I  would l ik e  you to consider a l l  the p oss ib le  
repercussions o f  proceeding in  a matter o f  th is  k ind.

1st June 1964



SHIRLEY RONA HEPPLE

A BRIEE* OUTLINE OP MY POLITICAL ACTIVITIES IE 
THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA_________________

!•  I  jo in ed  the South A frican  Congress o f  Democrats ( a l l ie d  to  
the South fr ic a n  N ational Congress) in  1952 as a foundation  

member. I  la te r  became S ecretary o f  the Graenpark Branch o f  
the o rg a n isa tio n . I  w-s th e re a fte r  a c t iv e ly  a ssoc ia ted  w ith 

the L ib era tory  s t-u p g le  o f  the Non-White p eop le  o f  South 
A fr ica .

2 . In  I960 I  married Bob Alexander H epple.

3. At the beginn ing o f  1963 I  was n o t i f ie d  that my name was to
be p laced  on a l i s t  o f  members o f  the 3 .A.Congress o f  Democrats 

(which was declared  an unlawful o rga n isa tion  in  1962) . Once 
my name appears on th is  l i s t  I  w i l l  s u ffe r  variou s r e s t r ic t io n s  
such as having to n o t i fy  a l l  changes o f  address, re p o r t in g  t o  
the p o l ic e  etc*  and may be banned from attending m eetings, 
p roh ib ited  from communicating with others and w i l l  have oth er 
r e s t r c t i o n s  o laced  on me.

. ' V  ■ ; t  . ; ... . • , - - hr-

4 . I  l e f t  South A fr ic a  w ith my husband in  November 1963, b cause 
o f  the great danger that I  would be detained in  terms o f  fcramr

se c t io n  17 o f  the General Law Amendment A ct , on the p re tex t th at 
I  have in form ation  as t o  how my husband escaped from South 
A fr ic a . Tere I  to  retu rn  to  South A fr ic a  I  would, at l e a s t ,  
fa ce  the strong l ik e lih o o d  o f  deten tion  under t h is  law .

Dar es Salas* 
3 /12 /63
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I S H L l T * ? * !  t°< W4thdr* r fr o a  ^ i c  p o l i t i c a l

. l ib e r a t io n  2 v ° ™ I  p o l l t i o a l  * « *  f o r  ther  5 f ° ?  TOidetected by the Couth A frican  '’o i l e r

1961 top ther ■'•?th a lS i ° - la c 1 a 0™ T i * b3 ?  ° “  July l l t h .
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M « S  L ^ t e l S lSR^reOTd®wS;i«^1? r  Sl3S u* « “" *  ^ t t e d a ,

t h i s  wot e2 2 'd n ot allo>r ® ys© lf to  be used in
o t h e r ^ c ^ e d  ' » s i 2 S h ?rJ °a bf for® the tr ^ - l  against the 
to  199 nets o f  sabotage and I??6*1 l?**®®*1 as a °o -co n s p ira to r  
ar lu st th e  q o«^  ^ te  plnnnln^ »  Armed re v o lu t io n
*£nr?d « i’ r , ma, t  to  a fre o h
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' Extract prom the statement op david kitson delivered from
THE DOCK IN THE SUPREME COURT AT JOHANNESBURG,18 DECEMBER 1964

" A fter Hepple had l e f t  the country, an issue o f  Freedom 
Fighter appeared in which he was branded as a t r a ito r ,
I have never read a copy o f  Freedom F ighter, nor was 
Umkonto in  any way involved in  determining i t s  e d ito r ia l  
p o licy  or p a rtic ip a tin g  in i t s  d is tr ib u tio n . Some
o f  the other members o f  our committee, however, apparently 
had seen copies and Accused N o.l ( W ilton Mkwayi) came to 
one meeting rather upset because he was o f  the opinion that 
the Freedom Fighter was wrong in i t s  a ttitu d e  towards Hepple.
He did not regard Hepple as a t r a ito r  and s&id that he was 
r e fle c t in g  the general A frican  opinion on th is . I t  was thought 
that Hepple's name had been put in  only to give a m u lti-ra c ia l 
flavoui? to  a l i s t  which otherwise would have been a l l  b la ck ."
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AJaA iOŝ o/ -0\. r*-< ^ u s ^

* £  £  ^«*v ^  ^ t /  AcAc -ct*A

Xil. t̂ y*kr^-*C &L=^7——----■ - /  -------------------------------------- 7------------------------
r ^ A A ^ x J ^ J i <»%v̂ A&AcmsA ô _____'A ^ A l uj^*A A  /̂ j 7~ A .
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us—«s— ê —O txA/tXx'-fA' £*-̂
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(̂ rcû XLoî
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BOB HEPPLE

A Personal Statement concerning the Rivonia Trial 1963

I recently made a short visit to South Africa to give the 
keynote address on "The Role of Trade Unions in a Democratic 
Society" at the Labour Law Conference 1990, held at the 
University of Natal in Durban. I was warmly welcomed by many old 
friends and colleagues and received a prolonged and emotional 
ovation from a capacity audience, which included members of the 
ANC, COSATU and NACTU, as well as personnel managers of large 
corporations, labour law practitioners ,judges and academics. I 
was lucky to be able to share the occasion with Shirley, 27 years 
after we had fled the country at the time of the Rivonia Trial. 
We had the opportunity to meet and pay tribute to the remarkable 
new generation who have helped to build trade unions and 
collective bargaining in recent years, so providing an organised 
mass base for the enormous,and now irreversible internal pressure 
for political democracy.

The speech was made possible (not without delay on the part 
of the authorities in granting us entry permits ) by the lifting 
of restrictions on me (and 162 others) under the Internal 
Security Act in February 1990, following the release of Nelson 
Mandela and the other Rivonia prisoners. While I was there, I was 
able to observe, as Elias Motsoaledi had mentioned in a personal 
letter to me on his release, how those ex-prisoners had 
immediately joined "in the mainstream of the struggle." I was 
excited by the opportunity to renew my own small contribution to 
the democratic cause in the country of my birth.

Unfortunately, my visit was marred to some extent by a 
report in the Natal Daily News (13 July 1990) that there "was 
some controversy concerning Professor Hepple's visit to South 
Africa, as his return was vetoed by certain African National 
Congress members, due to certain events that allegedly took place 
while he was in detention." I learnt from one of the organisers 
of the Conference that, in fact, only one person, who happens to 
be a white member of the ANC, had put pressure on them not to 
invite me, but that they had contacted Walter Sisulu who had 
welcomed my return to speak at the Conference. I have no reason 
to believe that it is ANC policy to prevent me from speaking 
and, indeed, I was grateful for the warm encouragement and advice 
given me by other ANC members and supporters both in London and 
South Africa.

Subsequently, my attention was drawn to a book by Helen 
Joseph entitled Side by Side, which contains vile ,false and 
defamatory statements accusing me of treachery at the time of the 
Rivonia Trial. I was particularly hurt by these statements not 
only because they were made by Helen Joseph , whose courageous 
endurance during the Treason trial and house arrest I have always 
admired , but also because she appears to have taken no steps 
whatsoever to learn my side of the story.



An important part of the falsehoods is a quotation 
attributed as evidence given by Walter Sisulu during the Trial. 
In fact, an examination of the transcript shows that she has 
given an entirely unfair and distorted account of that evidence. 
In 1964, when The Times and other newspapers reported that Walter 
Sisulu had said in evidence that he regarded me as a traitor, I 
instituted legal proceedings against the publishers and the 
action was settled by the publication of a statement by me in The 
Times 14 December 1964. In view of Helen Joseph's repetition of 
this libel, and without prejudice to the legal proceedings which 
I am considering against the publishers of her book, I feel 
obliged to set out the relevant parts of that statement:

"I have...had a personal letter from Mr.Sisulu in 
which he informs me that his remarks, which were made 
under the pressure of cross-examination, were upon the 
hypothesis that certain prosecution evidence as to my 
conduct was true, evidence which he would in fact 
require to be checked before so branding a colleague.
He also states: " I sincerely very much regret the 
publicity given to my evidence by the press on this 
matter and the inconvenience which must have been 
caused by this affair. It certainly did not reflect my 
views about you."
" I would add that I am satisfied in my own conscience that 
I have at no time betrayed those with whom I was jointly 
accused in the Rivonia Trial, or,indeed, any of those with 
whom I was associated in the anti-apartheid cause and that 
I have always acted with propriety and integrity towards 
them."

I should explain that the cross-examination was based on police 
evidence that,during my detention, I had disclosed a particular 
hideout to them. This is a complete fabrication. Many years 
later the existence of a police smear campaign against me in 
this regard was admitted by the ex-spy Gordon Winter in his 
book,Inside Boss,p.347. The statement which I made to the 
police, under the pressure of solitary confinement and 
continuous interrogation , did not result in the arrest or 
conviction of any person. Indeed, it is significant that 
although I was named as a "co-conspirator" with the accused, so 
rendering my statement admissible in evidence against them, no 
attempt was made by the prosecution to use that statement 
during the trial. The State Prosecutor had ,in fact, admitted to 
me that my statement "took the state case no further" .

Another falsehood is Helen Joseph's statement that "no one 
knows whether, had he not been freed, he would have become a 
state witness and faced his friends in the dock." In fact, the 
circumstances in which I made a statement to the security 
police, and was subsequently released were well-known to my 
fellow-accused and their legal advisers. Both during my 
detention and after my release, I co-operated fully with them . 
They were never left in any doubt that I had no intention 
whatsoever of testifying for the State. The only options which 
we discussed were either that when called to the witness box I



should refuse to testify, or that ( if released from custody) I 
should flee the country. It was only when the first indictment 
was quashed that I was released and the State Prosecutor 
announced that he intended to call me as a witness. I 
immediately contacted the underground ANC and with their aid 
Shirley and I escaped from the country.

I have always acknowledged that I committed serious 
political errors of judgment ( while in a state of shock and 
sensory deprivation ) (a) in making a statement to the police, 
and (b) in allowing the public prosecutor to make a public 
announcement that I was to be called as a state witness. The 
announcement clearly upset Helen Joseph and others, and for the 
harm that did to our movement I have the deepest regret. 
However, I must utterly reject the outrageous claim that I was 
guilty of treachery. I am grateful to all those friends who over 
the years have judged me as they know me rather than upon 
hearsay and suspicion. Shortly before my release I was able to 
discuss my future with Nelson Mandela. In his usual generous way 
he told me that whatever criticisms were made by those who did 
not know me, I would be judged by what I did in the future 
rather than by the understandable errors of the past. I have 
tried, as far as possible, to live according to that advice in 
all the years since then. I shall continue to give my active 
support to the cause of democracy in South Africa in whatever 
ways I can.

Bentham House BOB HEPPLE
Endsleigh Gardens 
London WC1H OEG

August 1990
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