
THE CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLF
will take place

•  when all Ihe peoples’ demands for inclusion in the I reedom Charter 

have been gathered in.

•  when the whole country has been awakened to speak, of freedom, md 

ihe call for elections has been .wade:

•  not later than June, 1«55 at a date and place 'till t>’ bo announced

THE CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE
will be organised

•  bv 50,0)0 Volunteers, who will give their time to carrying through the 

campaign as directed:

•  bv a network of committees in every \illage. town and factory, repre

senting and uniting all sections and all races

•  by the National Action Council, composed of all national bodies that 

agree to act as s|x>nsors.

DO THESE  THREE TH INGS — N O W  !
ONE: SEND IN VOI R NAME AND ADDRESS TO A PROV IN 

C IA L  COMMITTEE OF  THE CONGRESS OF THE 
PEOPLE, stating that you are interested and would like to assist

Transvaal Committee. Box 11045. Johannesburg 

Natal Committee. Box 22<W. Durban 
Western Cape Committee. Box 45^2. Cajie Town 
Eastern Cape Committee. Box 12‘>4. Port Elizabeth 
OF.S. Committee. 33®7 Masito Street, Bloemfontein

TWO: FORM  COM M I1T I ES to campaign for the Congress of the 

People

THREE: GATHER GROLPS to >end in their demands for the Freedom 

Charter.

DO NOT THROW THIS LEAFLET A W A Y  ! PASS IT ON 
TO A FRIEND. DISCUSS IT VTTH OTHERS. SEE TH AT  

IT IS READ BY V A N Y  PEOPLE.

Ijsiied hy the Vttkjnml A a M l C o m a l of ihe t .m t '- s s  of Ihe Hr T i c .  h..» 11045. J o h u in rrtu rt

T O \ % \ Z  

, £  1 ^  ^  7  C.

This Call to the 
CONGRESS of the PEOPLE

to .11 St

ti is iii lour I?'

\ f r u j  bv H>c A f n c  
Cougrcv. of IX 't .o c i..'  
It calls \” 0 all ip pi-

ii- v « .k in g  f**r i ik  to.-t sections o l ihe pc <plo ;>( Smith'
N ationa l t o.igic-cs I lie Sim 'l) V n c a r i  ln J ia n  Congress, the 

,f . . i  the .Sonin •Mric.iii i oured Peoples O rganisation 
•c ti> send vour t h in e  spokesmen 10'

THE CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE,
, n i iV i g f v'es'.cd K p rcw i.u t- ivs  .*t ai( r a t t ' ,  co ining together from  every town 

md u llage . .-vciv farm  ... I ’aeto.v every •« ... d  kr-ul ever> strret a»;d suburb, 
in  the .* lto*c tai l! M c rc all * i'll speaV ' »ue'ac' Iteels a s  ocjuahs 1 hev w ill  

spc.tV. together *' the things 'beir pcitolc need I.. make th e n  Itce t hev w ill speak 

'ogcther Of changes that n.u>* r*  made ••> our li e s , our law*. our customs and out 

outlook* they W ilt .ncak :.■»>"'*< of lr«.cdi \i>J ihcv w ill " I  ' f  th c r  demands into

THE FREEDOM CHARTER.
This ( h i r tfr ■*! e v p r e s s  hr Jem .' iJs . i ..11 ih* people for ihe good life that

the> seek fur themselves a id  t b v r  children. The f reedom C harter w ill he our 

ein-te to those sn'iit'nK ton. >rrows" vhen all South A fricans w ill In^e and work 

•...geihc- without • jc ia l  bitterness and fear o f m isers, in peace ar.d harm ony.
I m s  IS \ < M  I for un awake jtng oi 4 !l men and ) . " W  .0 cam paign together

in th greatest movement o f a l ‘ our history
Our ca t '  to you li t  IVopk’ o f  S0.1t . V- 1 We ..v c ill C u o n  wide Orgam- 
s .t ions  to 1,s. 11 1. sp.M-.«■ i ( in c  R r s s  if  r f lE  P F .oP tiF .  and lo  take

i  .l in ii* d'rect 1  ’ -s .h  . are i .n  .m .iid  to hear ihe voice ol the people 

will i<»n. ii. We will welco-.if ’h i n, a no vork together with them as equals 
We in .n e  all loeal vnd nrovm^ j I  v.kiouvs eiuhs churches, traOe unions sporting 
bodies and other organisations 10 jotn is paitners in ihe ( O N C iR 'E SS OF T H E  
PI-.OPI 1 Com  not tec and to shaie the work l>iofc who are not ..fia id  to speak 

of freedom will  ioin uv We w ill welcome them m d  work (opether w ith them 

as eiHia is
We' in-i'e ill South A frican tren and worren of e\er\ iac« and creed to take part 
is organiser*. i>< ihe C< 'N (..K1SK  (!| Ti l l  P f o f l t -  , ,d awaken others to its 

message Tho"e who ire prepared to work logc-'hei for freedom and the f reedom 

Charter w ill m m  us Wc w ill welcome them and go forward together w ith them 

•o freedom

O U R  C A L L  I S  T O  Y O U !
0  ( i is e  n n ir  time n> spread ihe nies-^ige <>f Ihe t O M .R F .V S  t>|- I I l f  PE O PLE .

#  Become a Volunteer to orvani«e fur frcrdom.

0  lu ll sour neiflihours and ».»riim»les of tin' »aii.»i-wide rkn ions  ih ji a n  cuminc.

•  R n im  the people’ to discuss w iial I ties svant nf freedom.

l.KT I S  WORK T0 <;KT»n;R TOK F R E E D O M /



WE CALL THE PEOPLE OF SOUTfl AFRICA
BLACK AND W H ITE-LET US SPEAK TOGETHER

OF FREEDOM!
WE CALL THE FARM ERS OF TH E RESERVES AND TRUST LANDS.

Let us speak of the wide land, and the narrow strips on which we toil
U l  us speak of brothers without land, and of children without schooling, 

l e t  us speak of taxe& and of cattle, and of famine.
LET US S P E A K  OF FREEDOM.

WE CALL THE MINERS OF COAL, GOLD AND DIAMONDS.
U l  iLs sneak of the dark shafts, and the cold compounds far from our families.

Let us speak of heavy labour and long hours, and of men sent home to die 
Lei us speak of rich masters and (>oor wages.

L E T  US S P E A K  OF FREEDOM.

WE CALL THE WORKERS OF FARMS AND FORESTS.
Let us speak of the rich foods we grow, and the laws that keep us pt'or

Let us speak of harsh treatment and of children and women forced to work 
Let us speak of private prisons, and beatings and of passes.

L E T  US S P E A K  OF FREEDOM.

WE CALL THE WORKERS OF FACTORIES AND SHOPS.
le t  us speak of the gix*l things we make, and the had conditions of our work.

Let us siieak of the many passes and the few jobs.
L et us speak of foremen and of transport and of trade unions, of holidays and ol
houses.

I .FT US S P E A K  OF FREEDOM.

WE CALL THE TEACHERS, S 11 DENTS AND I UK PREACHERS.
I el us sneak of the light that unties with learning, and the ways we are kept in darkness.

1 et us speak of great services we can render, and of the narrow ways that are open to us. 
l e t  us speak of laws, and government, and rights.

L E T  US S P E A K  OF FREEDOM.

WE CALL THE HOUSEWIVES AND THE MOTHERS.
I et Uj speak of the line children that we bear, and of their stunted lives. __

I et us s(xrak of the many illnesses and deaths, and of the few clinics and school*, 
le t  us speak of high prices and of shanty towns.

L E T  US S P E A K  OF FREE DO M.

LET US SPEAK TOGETHER
A1 L OF l !S TOGETHER African and European, Indian and Coloured Voter and votcless 
Privileged and rightless. I he happy and the homeless. All the people of South Africa; of Die 
tow as and of the countryside.

LET US SPEAK TOCiBI HLR OF FREEDOM . And of the happiness that can come 
to men and women if they live in a land tlu t >s Iree.

LET US SPEAK TOGETHER OF FREEDOM. A n d  of h o u ; 
to get it for ourselves, and for our children.

LET THE VOICE OF AL L TH E PEOPLE BE HEARD AND LET THE DEMANDS OF ALL 
I HE PEOPLE FOR TH E THINGS THAT WILL MAKE US FREE BE RECORDED LET THE 
DEMANDS BE GATH ERED TOGETHER IN A CiREAT CHARTER OF FREEDOM.

WE ( ALL ON ALL GOOD MEN AND TRUE, to speak now of freedom, and to write their 
own demands into the Charter of Freedom.

WE CALL Al L WHO LOVF. LIBERTY to pledge their lives from here on to win the 
Freedoms set out in the Charter.

WE CALL ALL THE PEOPLE O F SOUTH AFRICA TO PREPARE FOR
THE CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE Where representatives of the people, 
everywhere in the land, will meet together in a great assembly, to discuss 
and adopt the Charter of Freedom.

Let us organise together for the Congress of the People.
Let m s  speak together of Freedom .
Let us work together for the Freedom  Charter.

LET US GO FORWARD TOGETHER TO FREEDOM !



8 » NATIONAL ACTION COUNCIL ' '•
FOR. ..-%

THE CONGRESS OF THE-PEOPLE 

DRAFT PLaK OF CAMPAIGN.

OJfiS : (l)rThis plan is flexible, and will have to be adopted 
and varied as tine goes on, to suit circumstances.
It is Intended as an overall guide to enable plans 
to be made ahead of time, and to enable specific 
objectives to be constantly before us.

(2 ) Three stages are visualised,cach beginning with a 
session of the National Action Council to'review 
nrogresc and a to the nl^n for the next stage.
X  ter, rr t, -ti, o ly - rut ,

STAGE 1: Present stage continues up to date to be fixed by 
National Action Council in Durban.

AIM :
"nrr~To make the C.O.P. known and understood throughout 

the country.
(b) To draw in all possible large organisations on 

national and provincial I-vels.
(c) To recruit first 5j00C volunteers.
(d) To set up rrovincial committees and to alio* 

them to ’"irepare fully detailed provinct'al -'Ians 
of campaign for Stage 2.

(e) To comp ete venue arrangements,

. :LIH0L--, FOr. .-»T„G5 1 :

sect ior; a.

(a) (1 Ey this period, 100,000 copies of Call and 
explanation of CO? to be distributed 
throughout the country to key pteple - 

? congressmen, shopstewards, teachers, churchmen
etc.- Done nationally or. special days. All 
nas. ^ centres to r.«-t up distributing officer, 
bri r.ake lc '&1 ac ^alc f. r mass turnout of 
assistants. Carried to country areas 
subsequently by mobilising all volur.t rs, 
ai i organising countryside trips for purpose.

(a) (ii)Past*1 up 10,000 copies of poster where 1 -gal^n 
bulk in main urV:.r: centres'. But also in 
rural centres, villages etc. by volunteer 
teams on-9ame day as leaflets. Special 
instructions In regard to passes, and places 
tc select in countryside to be given tc 
volunteers teams.

(a)(1 1 1 )250,000 stickers to be p "ted on doors, busses, 
public waiting ro*ms, ete. on National 
Day by volunteers, stickers to include 
selected slogans in all languages)

v®/(iv) Establish Bulletin editorial and production 
team, and build up regular fortnightly 
publication with detailed instructions on 
next stages of campaign.
Distributed #y .ost to all outlying areas, 
for every volunteer and for selected lists of 
sympathisers end supporting organisations and 
press. Volunteers to be asked to pay for 
copies 3d. each.

(a) (v) National chalking campaign where legally 
permitted vith 2 selected slogans in all 
languages, using '.O.f. symbol ^reely everywhere 
•ff possible issue lino stamps for symbol..
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3 E C U  PI-' a (continued)

(a) (vi) By end of period, have press relations 
officer, with following tasks carried 
out and ready for neXt stage: journalists 
x'yld on l or weekly article for world 
press by airmail or -able whert, possible; 
aehinery in hand to start freqnent press 

~uiletin.s to local ^ress from Head Quarters.

Se c t i o n

,(b) (1 ) Distribute Presi 1 en!;ial appeal to every
ros -ible national Drgsnisatlon not already 
covered; follow up yith persoanl letter 
to oi ieials of all likely bodies, asking for

# courtesy of re ly where none received.

'by (ii) organise in -Ji a;;,in. centres (including 
r-*f regional centres) private round 

. discussions with personal invitations 

. ) prominent people r-nd officials of 
organisations, -here questions will be 
answered.

rress -(b)(iii) issap specific statements through
pnsribly take large i-dv- rts in arrropriato
pages - to prominent leaders - Strauss, ----
.clan, etc. - to state their case for net 
coming in,

(b) (iv) oee that all Provincial Committees irmediat-
o ely get out letter of invitation to all 

purely local ~r Provincial bodies to join 
ĥr- i-rovisioni-3 Cor:, nit tees % and to appoint 
vheir personnel. (standard lettpr ^raftpd 
■nnd roneoed at H.^.)

SECTION C.

vC) (i) Distribute i roridev.tial anpeai for volunteers 
and plan of Volunteer Corps to all Congress 

~ , j riches with aim of 1005? enrolment. Organ
ise Rational Competition between all branches 
for highest enrolment. 0 fer as trophy- 
portrait of Luthuli.

^c) (ii) ^rganise mass meetings for August 29th, 
lor public pledges and explanation to 
>olunteers and public of duties of Volunteers 
and aims of C..C.P. in as many centres as 

; possible.

(c),<iii) Get out written apoeal from Presidents to 
I al.L contacts naderatlineetings, conferences, 

etc, urging them to join as Volunteers, 
and where, possible get printed in display 
adverts in Press. 1

(c) (-i v 'J ?17 <*uce series of Written political lecture 
notes, hold week-end schools for volunteers 
selected for future teachers - Easis 200 

*n -Johannesburg Eastern Frovince; 
in Durban; 50 in Cape Town, 25 O.^.S. 

lotal 575 teachers at.mass classes, if 
necessary in open air.
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STAGE 2:

SECTION 11

(d) li) Respective Provincial Committees to be asked 
to present detailed plans, dates, areas etc. 
for carrying oat second stage of vsmpaign 
in terms of this outline, including ^ne^
Carr vine o^ caa»,airh to countryside, /rovinceo 
to report to National Council at end of .irst 
stage.

'h 'i = »t ur srecir.l sectional comjiitte-^s at
Head quarters on following special ructions 
dnes. farm labourers, domestic servants,
reserves factory workers, youtr*- -o p i v -■ ■ - 
socialised t e c h n i c s . propaganda required 
;,nd srecial conditions . to be coped wi tn.
Flans for National Council m etinfc.

(d)(iii) Produce pamphlet- minimum 20, >j\. f'lri^s, ^ ; h
a n  language .-.ditions: - or, Get , .-s
ini Ho- to do it! " To be : rintf i Vy end
o*’ first Stage.

S £)’J I’ 1 br

(p'l . - ) \u  .-U ^"VifCD-'n tf .  to  V- comrrl'-'ted, t o g e t h e r  
-it; carefully considered dru.t i-c^se or 
s i g n a t u r e  or. a r p ’o v a i  of  Xationua. <.*ouncii

(eN (ii 'Volunteers to have teen specially selected 
f r specialised duties in co r-ection ■ - ■ 
aci'cmcodation, food and all others arrange r>vnto 
for Congr- :*s etc. Committee not to r .̂ rt, 
work till aft- -r National uoumrl 'Ae<-tire.

PKM0I>:

Dates to b^ specified.

A i m; :

(f) To establish a network local Congress r4 
Peoples’ Committees thr ughout* country in all 
centres indicated by Provinci 1 Co.i/rdttoe Plan". 
-»inimum aim 2,000 committees by end of stage, 
inc.] *ding one in every town.

*

(g) To gather in demands for Freedom Charter from 
whole country, in writing; w th minimum target 
for each local committee - 10 groups to formulate

• demands.

•(h) To r re pare detailed flan for election j rooedUi e, 
and constituencies.

(i) Tc bring Corps of Volunteers up to full quota of 
50,000, with each of 77  ̂ teachers teaching t>0 . 
(Total 26,750 through classes) All volunteer ; 
units to receive lecture noted.

(J) To develop from roneod to printed bulletin :or
mass distribution. ^

(k) To arenare fully detailed plans for delegate^
travelling, notification, and to carry into effect 
all the provisions and arrtngements for Congress 
of the People itself.
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METHODS:

-  S e c t i o n  (*')•.

' tf> (1) ^  °n Withitlc tasks allocated to tea^c rnr 
«P w e a l  ccmiittees; sot targe? ! one ?

r °T volunteerf But *here”erpossible «crk In team.

( f> < U )  a g e n c y b u r n t ^ T *  J r>t9 “ ■ t ru s t in g
door to door i l l U  k l h  ^ m l ^ t X t 0 '  Demands In". ^rapniet Get Your

National C > 'inc i 3 */• n ~ , , _ c + r -deezinr at er.d ofl
every factor?” f*U  for in 
t a k e  o T O ' i M t i a ^ ’ - M r e e >t  '“ t " -  ?  0 r 1 ' t 0  
for authority; ''"d ^  "’nt'-ot Kith us

Section if’i:

U )  ( 1 ) ' o ? d u L n r n ,1 ° n ? 1 ,  , ' r ’ n d S ’ I 3 S t e r > s r r i o .  
;-o’ro out nationally! ',therin*’ «"«* ^ O o c ’

(g) (ii^C.COO p i l o t s  to te sold about the freedom 
♦ k  p I ’ -, ht S e c t i o n s  and th e  7onrr- : r r  c** " 
ahc* f- ; * ad '£♦ ' '  'f5 * tc's t a  ili rf,heed

' d 4 - i i s ^ f  .0 & r M . K * u «  s c  • ' •

’ending in or

'  ’ W  ooasitt ^ T n l ^ i S S S S r

(e> re er"at "“ItBrul gr.thcri
4  t k S ' k .  - i ” 4* - ' '  t 0  r c r a c n t... . : . . : 1 •",? r-- C u tic:., • ■

h • • * -o • ' i i ,  1 r*'  ~ ' C; n ^ V- /> _
f - V  • , f A  ■ ■ i M  3 ,  \ r  'rx r* H  4 f  4 r  r
t ' t-^ir primary i rj3 
citis-ns. ' “ oont»h African

Hr  .f r  r «■ i  .  .  ̂,
or. i... . - i r t e r   ̂ ” •* tn » «

< «  t o  ^ e c r i i t s d  i ~ :  
ide. 
on Ch

(g) (v) Qr.t f u n  tine sr.<

.  • I  . r k
a b ^ u t  F r f - j d o n  C h - . - t . ^  - v a f l ^ t r -

 ̂ W i n  rur- l ^ e*
'• mailed ir.stru-'ti r, - •• -
''hpn "i.int “ '" ' ‘"i .'X'"' .0 gc ah'ut it.1 .n 4,tetin^s cacrot be held.

(gHvi) Produce IOO.OOC Stic- r. f„  Deor, . ,,
o”n In nos "I've c? , .... w.rr ‘ pr" “° T- *r; 
Have you?” to fc for fr^docJ -
r-^rtioipating in i,>4n • t!lf t*c r'-»pl("
bHpos *cn- c.,- ' -*d-* -Taybe also new

g-s -O. s«ne rurpose - (Not Voiunt .r hedge'.

(g )(vii) 1 r .rr. -ndous volunteer-' r-.inno •+.
e'SV.pr* in , 1 1  centres' Ct ond of Seoand
dedic-.tior. cereSoni's - er'd i7  S ^ f g , !,nd , 
calling on populace to Join in ! ?>.‘rch “fr’hcS 
Supporters of Fre«4oa -harter" ' ‘<£Tl \ o t
« V= h C e?ali3ed rc,Mrt <>«• -'5hat is Pr»doi*° as show, by demands of people in area



DRAFT PLAN OF CAMPATP.N t

- 5 -
Section (h) *

(h) (i) :Set up two committees at Head Quarter* to 
make detailed study of Provincial p l a n s , 
and prepare reports on: constituencies: 
methods of election and basis of repfes-
meeting^* fcr. reP°rt~ t0~ National Council

(ii) national council members
each .or immediate consents, in order to
allow time to prepare and print a pamhhlet 
-Elect Your Delegates - minimum 50,000 
copies, to be ready for circulation at 
beginning of 3rd. stage.

(h)(lii) Prepare detailed Instructions for all local 
r°r«' ees.» }-gather with report forms, and 

sending of delegates' credentials 
as reports come in.

S E CT I ON m

(I) (I) Make every Monday night everywhere Volunteers

cias^pl nf i CA every teach*r takingclasses of up to 50 over three weeks course.

(ii) Print summarised bo klet - "What good
volunteers know of Freedom" based on lectures 
for every Volunteer to buy, study and p a s * ’ 
on. Minimum target 50,000 copies.

(iii)On Freedom March day - issue Presidential
Un-!iers feverywbt-re to put on 

n and 'Jna»istnkable Volunteer arm-
tiV' thn7 C na v*ar ^  °Penly everywhere till the.Congress of-the People.

(iv) Issue slogan in circular to all volunteers 
mo?e ;a,Vonal Coancil "each one recruit or

SfigHOKtJ)

(J) (i) Start printing bulletin in all languages 
simultaneously - after National Council

15e0006^"rWltV i^C?lation tar6et for start 
' Speaks”f ^  minimum " "The Congress

U )  ( U )  volunteers in all centres as Congress
correspondents vith Weekly reporting task 
and send out to them detailed "How to be a 
reporter" statement. a

(J) (iii) Set target by end of stage of 50.000 n^r
week, with all volunteers taking regularly
<*nd selling wherever possible.

(J) (lv) National Council to consider calling together 
I ? L Advance an:i °‘her pro-Congrefs
fnP ^  for P°°“n6 of resources
paplr * natlor‘al - 3 language edition
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SECT ION [jQ

fc (i) Venae committee to select volunteer.? ict sub- _
*  U ;  sections in respect f * * U  ^ i t . a U a n , .

accomni.dation, t r a i n i n g  etc. and set .hen 
all to ’"ork.

k (11) Issue through National Presidents from 
National Council call for food, cattle? 
mealies etc. Bach delegate feed one .

k Mil) Conduct detailed survey of accommodation,
' approach people In vicinity of venue, and to

fcake boarders.

k (iv) flake full 2nd detailed arrsr.gr.ents ana _inuxi^e 
them for alternative accommodation tor t..*-. 
Congress of the People.

k (v) Set up cultural section to prepare for ,
g r eat cultural festival ana contents 
rer1 Congress cf the People prizes.

k (vi) Liake full “plans f o r .  announcement of place and 
time of the Congress of the People.  ̂
Secretariat only Bake detailed plan-; .or  ̂
notification *of last minute chang* n

STAGE Period: Dates to be specified.

AI:.E.

(m)

(n) To draft Freedom Charter from demands s ,r.t
i n.

n

To focus attention of rhcle nation on the 
Congress of the People and to publicise 
fully and quickly all its deliberations and
decisions.

To rlan the follov-up to the Congress of thi 
People and decide future of the Corps ot 
Volunteers.

pRAFT FLAN OF CA-'frAlGN L

To convene the Congress of the People and 
hold Nation? 1  elections.

( 0 )

(P)
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, REPORT PROM NATIONAL VOLUNTEER BOARD 

i f .  PREAMBLE:
”̂e call for a great nation-wide campaign to rouse 

the people against Apartheid and to prepare them for decisive 
steps to defeat it and root it out from the seat of power......

We call on the citizens of South Africa to take 
part in the campaign we have launched. We call for 50,000 Sou-\v 
Africans to volunteer for active, intensive work in our campaign, 
mobilising a spirit of resistance to Apartheid and carrying to 
every comer of the country the message that we must stand anc’ 
fight til] Apartheid is defeated. Our volunteers must raise to 
new heights, greater even than during the Defiance Campaign, the 
spirit of our people of all races to win freedom by their own 
efforts.......

Our volunteers must carry throughout the countr; 
message of the coming Congress of the People and nust gather "n tho 
demands of our people for the Freedom Charter which will b ' dopced 
at the Congress of the People.......

Our volunteers must m^et the reckless violence and 
reliance.on force of ‘he Nationalist Government with discipline, 
a refusal to be provoked nnd .a determination to carry on t.' ir 
struggle till our liberty is won.......

We call upon those who love liberty! LET US 'TV ~  
50,000 VOLUNTEERS, NOW, TO DEFEAT MALAN. IET Ud GO TOM* J 
TOGETHER, TO FREEDOM I"

............Call for Volunteers b;j| Chief A.-T

B). ORGANISATION:

Fre-.-d om -/oluntc-jrr : All volunteers are to be kno\rn c
•'FREEDOM VOLUNTEERS", -nd they will 

owe their allegiance to their respective organisations,

2. National /oluntu,r i^oara: Every sponsoring organ!-at lor:
must appoint a Volunte- "-in-Ch.' ef. 

These Volunteers-in-Chief will constitute a Nation x ’ -iur- 
teer Board which will be responsible f- r all organlnat\o:: 
and activity of the volunteers. Wh* r< the Volunt er-in- 
Chief is not resident in Johannesburg the organisation r- ct 
appoint a SSputy resident in Johar.r.'sburg. The . :i; .■.! 
Volunte-r Board will have the powt r to make furth r m ’ 
and regulations from time to time.

3 • Nat-ional Jol Ani- ... r-in-Chief: The National Volunteer-La-
Chief will be Chi' f A,o'. 
LuthUli.

4. r'rovincial /olunt.-cr Boards: Every organisatiorr-aust
appoint one representative to 

a Volunteer Board in ̂ *ach Province. The chairman of thir 
board will be the Provincial Volunt^er-in-Chief. The 
Provincial Board must appoint regional and local b^i- ■ r 
required. The Provincial Board will be respcnsibl. ':c I 
National Board, for th« direction of the -volunteer n 
each Province.

5. Procedure for Enrolment:
(a) Volunteers must sign an application form as per 

Annexure A. ‘ '*

(b) Volunteers mutt take the pled,-’- at t special me ti*
Pledge- as per Annexure B.  ̂ •

x (c) In addition to taking the pledge at tfci* s-p cial 
meeting, all volunteers must take the pledge -»t a 
public meeting. The National Action Council r •-'w• ^^ 
that Sunday, August.29th,be obc.i'Vwd a;- a .KiVio-nai i ” 
of Pledge throu.ghout South Africa. Jfcin lay s&ouli oe 
the occasion for numerous local, meet1 ri^s. *

(d)/.... Page 2



"  '  '  - 2 -
(d) All volunteers must be placed in units under a unit 

leader.

NOTE: All applications for enrolment as a volunteer must
be carefully scrutinised by responsible officials of 

the organisation. Any person who accepts the conditions 01' 
enrolment may be accepted provided he is not hostile to the 
policy and leadership of the organisation.

6 . Units :(a) All volunteers must be formed into unit's of eithe^:
9 with 1 l^adc-r - 10 

or: 19 with 1 leader - 20.

(b) ’/here it is cr nsidered advisable, males and t'emales 
should be organised into separate units.

(c) Boys and girls under 16 should be organised into 
separate units.

/
7. Armbands: Green, black and gold armbands will be made

available for all volunteers.

8 . Badge: All volant ers must wear a Freedom Volunteer Badge.
The B idge is being designed and will, be made 

available shortly.

9 .  Study Classes: It La of th-̂r highest importance that all
volunt 'irs should be given intensive study 

classes on ail aspects of South African political and 
economic life. Lecture ar- being prepared and will be 
available shortly.

10. Di.'-.cipl Irit:: All volunteers must accept th.: Code of
Discipline as per Arnexure C,

. TASKS OP VOLUNTEERS:

1. To undertake regular, active and :r.t nsive work in mobilising 
resistance to the Apartheid policy of th, Nationalist Govt-rn- 
merit. Volunt -rs mu v ' campaign against th< Bantu Education 
Act, the 3 roup Ar* as Act, the Nat ive Labour •. 3* '-lament of 
Disputes) Act, and th- V-st*m A" as Remova 1 Scherai ; as well 
as all local grievance; of the p.opl nich as hour ing, passes 
rents, and transport.

2. To carry to e v\ry corner of our country the message of the 
Congress of the People, and to geth r in the demands of the 
people for the Prerdom Charter. Volunteers must visit every 
town, village, farm, factory, mine, and n^trv • in South 
Africa. Thi. in directly linked with the first task because 
tht: Congress of th People must not become* an abstract 
campaign, but must at all stages anu in every issue be 
related to the actual conditions of the people.

3. To assist in any other tasks required for the Congress of 
the People.

4. To assist in every ^ay possible in the building of the* 
sponsoring organioa0.one.

. SUGGESTIONS FOR RPCrtUITflg’iT 0?’ VOW T B b fiS:

1. Appeals fo?*Voluntf.ers s hould b mad at all meetings,

2. Speci u  appeals should be made through Trade Union: , Churches 
Sport.i Organisations etc.

3. Special encouragement ohould be given to artists to write 
plays, poems and songs telling of the Congress of the People 
and the freedom Charter, and of the call for Volunteers.
This artistic and cultural activity can be of the utmost

value/-....Page 3
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value in tho course of the campaign.

4. Leaflets appealing for volunteers should be distributed by
house-to-house visits. This leaflet will be issued by the
National Action Council and will be based on the Preamble 
above.

ANNEXURE A

APPLICATION FOR ENHOIMENT AS A VOLUNTEER;

~ l \ the undersigned, d0 h^ eby 'Apply to the VolMnt- cr Board 
the National action Council to be enrolled as a FREEDOM VOLUNTEER

FULL NAME:.........................

ADDRESS: RESE DENCE:'.....

PLACE OF.WORK:........................

MALE OR FEMALE:................ MARRIED OR SINGLE:

OCCUPATION:............................ ..... ;

^FILIATION TO ORS^JI&a TIONS : . .

* n. r  ‘it •

REMARKS:.................................

..............  SIGNED:

NUMBER...k ....

’Or-iKENxS

I L v L  j 'J E  ONLY

• ^  ’KPTriD/ vEJv;TED:.........

rt. i-’iEXURE B

f rsedqk v o l./;;? ks p let.,e :

I aha1 1  be j 
tasks -are r“quired

-Volunteer Board. 

DaTE:...........

1 ui\l firht until a partheia i f- d ,
n I i a lovj Freedom most bo h»' j -.it t>:«
P -op.. I , the undersigned. Fr edom

1 V pit i£"' and bind my.^-lf to serve tny
to th r ;St of :aj bi lity, and. 1 V - accordance
rogr iT.in fc- o.' my-ojv-anl Nation.

.a:r ti tt all time.-, to carry out wha t,*vc rr*. by ray orjranlnt ’.o1>..
t ' T v  r ' oboy the ord r.3 of -v U i J e r■" anaj  tht t ■ t . r . j alaticnp or' the Vat i nal

SlGMEDt . .

. j i i h  > :u r
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. p p p t ™ .  m T llH T E E R S : TODE J H U a ;  ' »

n foie of Discipline is to teach all
' •  v o l u n t e e r s  a  senco of M O T T C E V s P O H S I B I L I T Y ,

INITIATIVE AHD DISCIPLINE.

2. Volunteers must be all^ask^given to 
and to accept r--L,
them.

nv,ov ^11 o rd ers  g i v e n  t o  them by t h e i r3. Volunteers must obey all oraerb g ^
leaders;

4 . volunteers must accept criticise and reprimand without 

ill-feeling.

5. volunteers must set an example to nil by their appearance,
bearing and conduct. There

j. • r» vi-irrV> s tandard  of  c l e a n l i n e s s ,
^  ( O  They must m a in t a in  a  W l ”  ^
I  1 ioth in person and in dress.

(b) They must at all times avoid drunkenness and 
hooliganism.

(c) While on duty they must be erect and alert.

6 . Volunteers must r.ev r allow themselves to be p r o v e d  
into violent action. .

7. volunteers'must always be ready if required for duty.



'rjuUi,glflG : ^uul'n A k\a<iAii oOKGiwo UJ? Ijukĵ u UfliONo, l u u u J  la 

IHa g^Aliao iia-u.u. \g  ajuxJL f JOdAi'*i^ai5UHQ| UtH oUMLaY
_ Xihu 2 2 ^ ,  V *  jxi?jiilliT i q g £ .

unAl^kAJW: quarter past eleven now we will wait until

half past eleven and then we will start our meeting.

11.30 a.m. : The meeting will commence now will you all 3tand 

up and sing Nkosi Sekelele Afrika".

(Singing of Nkosi Sekelele Afrika).

w ^-liua^ x "This is a conference of the South African Congress 

of Trade Unions. I hope the people who are here will spread 

the message, we know when you build a house you cannot com

plete it in one day. Now you must know that S.A.C.T.U. is
. . »

your organisation, the success of S.A.C.T.U. lies on you, 

if you work hard for S.A.C.T.U. the results will be good.

An injury to one is an injury to all. Now I think there 

will be many speakers here who will explain to you the work 

of the South African Congress of Trade Unions. S.A.C.T.U. 

is an organisation of all trate unions without a colour bar, 

w >j have no colour bar in our organisation. The future is ours, 

I will call on the Secretary to read his fraternal messages"*

-rtY: (John Nkadimeng) "Comrade Chairman and fellow de

legates this is a fraternal message from the African National 

Congress Women's League (Tvl.) to the special conference of 

all workers. Comrade Chair your conference meets at a time 

when the Nationalist Government (wants to take away the rights 

| of the) working class and to make the trade union movements 

powerless. The African National Congress women's League re- 

| solves to fight against the Government's reactionary policies 

and will assist in organising all workers irrespective of 

colour, race or creed. We wish your conference every success 

and pledge our support on all items. Yours in the struggle 

for trade unions.

Fraternal message from the Transvaal Indian Congress: j Tear 

friends, the Transvaal Indian Congress sen is its warmest 

fraternal greetings to the South African Congress of Trade 

Unions. Your conference is taking place at a time when the 

Inuustrial uoncilliation dill is facing us. The policy of 

the Nationalist Government is clear and that is to (deprive 

ithe people of their rights) in our country. e wish your 

conference every success and hope that your deliberations 

\ will inspire all worker®. Let us work towards the viay

when/...2.
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when all will be free to have trade unions. Freedom in

our lifetime. Transvaal Indian Congress. Kayihuye Afrika". ^

:: i § i § ■ ■" f }  #  v - M  i  v
: »*well comrades I think we shall carry on with our c 

second item on our agenda.) The Secretary again will read 

us the report on the work of the Local Committee".

t (j.Nkanimeng) "Comrade Chairman and fellow dele

gates this is the report of the Local Committee: Comrades 

it is during the year that it was proposed at the Provin

cial Council of the South African Congress of Trade Unions 

that our task must be to contructively co-ordinate and unite 

local trade unions, and assist them in every way possible 

J in their struggle against the exploitation of the workers.
The formation of our meeting is very important in the or

ganisation of our congress to bring about any results and 

it occupies a very important place in the struggle of the 

I working people of South Africa for emancipation. As you 

, all know and as everyone knows the working class of any 

country, without proper guidance and leadership, our strug

gle to maintain our position, status and principles will be 

lost, but with it it will win us a place in the world eco

nomical and political arrangement.

$ )

Our congress set itself as a priority the task to 

mobilise the masses of the unorganised workers into trade 

unions. This is still on the agenda and we will discuss it ]

so that you can see that every mal*. should belong to a trade r y
'» v •- f*-- •• • . . " ■ - * ■ 

union in our country. Our congress as you know came into

existence as a result of the reactionary tendencies of the 

\Government |Which neveloped into the South African Congress 

of Trade Union movement. The measures imposec by the reac

tionary policies of the Rationalist Government - when cer

tain indiviuuals in the trade union movement took it upon 

themselves to oppose the apartheid music of the Nationalist 1 

Government.
L 'ry : :l ; • ;•*' ■{,}'. ^  j ' ..vC;. *\ r; v r;. >.:'s ' : ' \V * ,’V T -

The intentions and aims of our congress are well 

known to everyone in the country. Our aims are nothing 

other than the consolidation of the powerful trade union 

struggle whioh will brir.g to the working people of South 

Africa- the right to ensure that the worker must share in 

the wealth of the country and enjoy in full the fruits of 

their labour. The activities of the Local Committee - 

comrades I have presented to you in brief a true account ■

of the main facts of our coming into being and the /...3. (

/ ■ ' •• •• ■■■■■ V _ • "... -



the tasks assigned to us in the light of affiliiating the ) 

trade unions in South Africa. Our plans have always been 

in conformity with the instructions of our National Execu

tive Committee and the reason for which we were formed is 

not yet accomplished.

;d ivT . . . . : ' G>
Our Local Committee were composed of the following:-

s •• • •• • . e
Chairman : Eon Mateman. |

Vice-Chairlady t Mrs. Ghlcha.

Treasurer : A.Carters.

Secretary s J.Nkadimeng.|
.v *• •• *• •" A ? \ { •-

Members of the Committee s-

Ngomo : Laundry Workers Union.

L.Makwakwa t Garment workers Union, 

j. Lawrence Nkosl : Furniture Workers Union.^

Bovugana : Cl

• A.Pathlele * Textile Workers Union.

J.Vakas : Laundry Workers Union.

Some of the comrades whose names are here resigned from 

the Committee and other members have taken up their places, 

and of course, we brought more members into its ranks. The 

following were brought in L.Friedman, M.A.Sijake, and 

A.Mathlangu. \ y

Turing the year the local Committee Issued free leaflets 

calling upon the workers to unite in their fight against the 

South African Government, urging the unity of all workers 

who were ruthlessly locked up by their employers, to unite 

in their fight for higher wages.

Two ptoblic meeting were called by the Local Committee 

one of which was to celebrate May lay, and the other to po

pularise our national conference which took place in Cape 

Town. Of these two meetings the May 'ay celebrations were 

not well attended by the workers and it became clear that 

the workers still have to be told the significance of Kay 

Pay. Our local conference to popularise the Cape Town con

ference was an outstanding success when over three hundred ’ 

workers from the factories attended.

The report of t! e Cape Town conference will be given to- {*• 

day an- you will be aeked to carry out resolutions that they 

passed. In some respects the Local Committee helped other

trade/......4.



.  I
trade unions in their struggle and urged them to join the• '
South African Congress of Traue Unions. Comrades we feel 

that we have not tine enough and we hope today that steps 

will be taken to reorganise ourselves so that our strug

gle can be a success.; ' e hope too that the new Local Commit

tee which will be elected will mobilise the masses of un

organised workers into trade unions which shall be united 

under the banner of the South Africa.! Congress of Trade 

Unions, f# iugt produce new leaders so as to get new life 

in the tra e union movement. We must work si<e by side with 

other organisations in its fight for the aims set out in the 

Freedom Charter am' the coming into being of a new democratic 

South Africa. Long live the South A'frlcan Congress 01 Trade 
UnionaTx/ong live the unit,* of the v.cx’kersj I'ayibuyeJ"

vji/ilmVai.i'i;« Ya,Tl comrades the Secretary has rea<. you his re

port and you can discuss it now, you can ask questions that 

you rid not understand. Alright the matter is open for dis

cussion". /

±££-.ihMiLL "Mr. Chairman and the house .. (Inaudible).

irL\ " W e l l  c trades I think the comrade is right there, 

our next speaker is going to give that report to you and 

then you will be able to bring th&t point forward".

(L.Levy) "Comrades an; fellow workers, today I am , 

eoing to talk briefly because I usually have so much to say H  
that I talk such a long time. Comrades today I want to talk | 

about the parliament, not the parliament that you know of 

in Capetown that sits there, not the parliament of Strydom 

and irer.veerd, but the parliament of congress I want, to talk 

about.
}

Comrades the confer nee that was held in Capetown 

by the South African Congress of Tra e Unions w?iS the worker's 

parliament and my task today comrades is t tell you what that 

worker’s parliament decided and to tell you how we must carry 

out the wishes of that worker's parliament.

''or the first time in the short space of one year 

the South African Congress of Trade Unions called a national 

conference which took place in Capetown from the 1st to the 

4th of .^arch, 1956. It was the first time comrades that 

workers from the factories and from all over South Africa

assembled/..5*



assembled in that great hall in Capetown to Siicus3 the pro
blems and the wishes of the workers. It was not only the 

workers that got up and maoe fine speeches. There were no 

big shots there giving the orders it wan the workers from 

the factories standing up and speaking. 'There were more 

than one hundreo anr sixty delegates and obsorv: s there 

and they represented thirty thousand workers - altogether 

they spoke for thirty thousand workers who had sent them 

there. Comrades when the workers got up anc spoke of the 

terrible exploitation of the workers the conference deter- j 

minedly agreed to fight back, to fight back in a way which 

would win for the workers securiti', peace and happiness.

Comrades the workers at the conference spoke about 

the xaws which prohibit them and stop workers from attending 

meetings an^ form their own trar*e unions. We realised that 

to fight back and win is to organise workers into trade unions/, 

so that they can oppose their bosses and the Government. ^

Without trade unions comrades it is impossible to organise 

workers. Therefore comrades we decided the workers should 

fight to win for thercselves the right to organise freely 

in trade unions and negotiate agreements with their employ

ers directly. Comrades one of these laws is the Native 

(Settlement of Tisputes) k&t or should we say the Police 
Settlement of isputes Act. Comrades this Aot of the Govern

ment, the Native (Settlement of disputes) Act denies the 

right to the work«rp_ to have their trade unions registered 

hy the Registrar and recognised by the employers. Comrares 

this law deprives the African workers of the right tc strike 

for higher wages. Now comrades how can you ever check your 

employers if you have'nt got the right to strike. Comrades 

this law deprives the right to the workers to live recently, 

to eat healthy.

i

Comrades at that conference the workers spoke of 

how the workers are made slaves, the moment they open their* 1 

mouth8 they are arrested and victimised by the police. Com 
rades the workers spoke of a strike and how the police rushed 

to the scene and arrested the workers. 9ut co"rades it was 
not good enough to hear others complain, it was not good 

enough just to get up and talk, something had to be done and 

a way had to be made in order to win for ourselves the right 

to do these things. 'Pherefore comrades the workers parliament 

called upon the workers of South Africa to organise and fight 

for trade unions. Conference called upon the workers to fight 

determinedly, to fight for the recognition of their trade

unions/...6.



unions and the right to negotiate with their bossos and to 

fight against every fora of exploitation, ©very form of dis-f 

crimination. Therefore comrades our task to'ay is to carry 

out these instructions, if we are to carry out the resolu

tions we must understand it, we must understand the clean

ing so we £&q w ho^ to go on and defeat these Bills.

Comrades it neans that we must build powerful trade 

unions, that we must organise and educate the workers, it 

means comrades that everyone of us in this hall must orga

nise and educate our fellow workers. ?bi3 moans comrades 
that we must win the worker ' 3 confidence, that we must show 

the way out and oomra os we can never do that by fine speeches 

the workers like to see something concrete, so ething real.
It means therefore comrades that all worker's complaints and 

grievances must be taker* up, it means comrades that we must 

inspire the workers to fight against their bosses for higher 

wages, ^’e must teach the workers what unity means, what it 

means to stanrT together all as one man and fight the employers 

for higher wages am: better conditions of work. Comrades it 

means that the workers in the factories must become leaders, 

comrades the secretary of a union cannot do that alone the 

workers must help him to do that.

Comrades these are new times in South Africa now.

The workers are demanding freedom and we must re-double our 

efforts to get it for them.. Comrades this is how v/e can 

carry out the resolutions of the Capetown conference, in /

fighting for higher wages, in fighting against the Native /
,

labour (Settlement of isputes) Act, in fighting for the 

recognition of tra^e unions. Comrades this is a challenge 

to the workers of South Africa are we going to accept these 

laws lying rov/n or are we g;ing to stand up and meet them 

organised and fight back, are we going to submit to the 

slavery, the 3 jimbock and the whip, or are we going to form 

powerful trade unions and force the employers to give way 

to the wages demand. I believe comrades that we are going 

to build these powerful trade unions, that we are going to 

do the same as our fellow workers have done overseas in 

fighting for freedom and that we shall win our freedom 

through organising the workers into powerful trade unions.

Comrades the conference in Capetown decided that 

local committees of the South African Congress of Trace Unions 

must be built up, that a committoe of Congress should be in 

every ce-'itre of South ifrioa where they can organise the wor
kers/. . .7.



workers under the banner of the South African Congress of 

Trade Unions. Therefore it wus decided that every local com

mittee of the South African Congress of Trade Unions should ' / 

set asi e certain days in the month through the year as 'Vor- \ 1 
kers Unity '^ays. On these days comrades, which we shall call 

Workers Unity Pays, we shall have rallies for the workers, 

we shall collect funis for the local Congress of Tra;’e Unions 

and wc 3hall organise those workers who are not in trade 

unions into trade unions, we shall teach them and inspire 

them to fight back.

Comrades I sincerely hope that from the floor today 

workers here will get up and say what they think about wor

kers unity days, how we are going to organise, how we can 

rally the workers uncer the congress banner. Comrades we 

have also decided that those -people who dig up the diamonds 

and the gold and the coal must be organised that those miners 

who are getting three pounds a month and less must be orga

nised into trade unions. But comrades we have besn saying 

now for many years that we must organise those workers in 

the mines, comrades the time h.is come for us to 3ton talking 

but get down and organise those workers, and therefore com

rades I hope that today too we shall get up and talk about 

the mine workers and how we can organise them, and how we 

can rally them into the ranks of the Congress of Trade Unions.

-•/ 4 . • . \  I • *• ”/  ■ ‘ . * . - • ■ * v

Comrades you realise how powerful we would be if 

all the r.iners were organised into trade unions. And what 

about the farm workers, those farm workers who have been 

whipped and brought from the farm gaols, what about them, 

what about organising them too. Our conference in Capetown 

was determined to organise the farm workers ailr the miners. 

Comrades conference also decided to fight for a forty-hour 

week. Why should workers stand all day and work such long 

hours, why should they be denied tho right to be with their 

families. Why should workers be denied tho right to rest,’ 

and to study and to live a aecont happy life? Therefore 

comrades we want a forty-hour week. Comrades we must fight 

hard and organise all the workers into strong trade unions.

Comrades let us turn our minds for a moment to the 

Pepartment of Labour. The department of Labour has collected 

sixty eight million pounds from the worker?, that money was 

supposed to be for unemployment insurance, but comrades in 

the first year that Valan came into power that right was 

taken away from the African workers, all that money that

"they/.....8.
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