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Victim o f  Inkath.a attack, t!

lnkatka  supporters, brandishing kierries, 
stick], shields and other weaponary enter 
KwaZulu -university's Ngoye campus. Five 
people were left dead in the aftermath  
the violence.
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President’s
I, on behalf o f  the National Executive o f  Azaso ex tend  a 
com radely hand o f welcome to all studen ts registered in 
o u r  different institu tions for the academ ic year o f  1984. 
No doubt you have gone.over m any  obstacles in your 
endeavour to a tta in  some education . Many o f otfr people 
who equally yearn for education and are just as indus
trious as you, have been denied education . We should, 
therefore, dunng our period o f  s tudy , never lose sight o f  
the realities o f  our country  and our people. We should and 
must a t all times, join hands w ith them  in struggles for a 
ju st order in our land.

The past year hasn’t been an easy one for our people as a 
whole. We have witnessed intensified a ttem pts to  further 
divide our people with the PC proposals. The repressive 
m achinery o f  the S tate has also been at work over the past 
year. O ur people in CISKEI have in particu lar been subject 
to repression unparalled in our h isto ry . It has also been f 
another year o f  low wages, high prices and rents. A nother 
year o f  lack o f housing, o f  dismissals o f  thousands o f  our 
parents from their places o f  work.

The past year has been equally tu rb u len t for us as students. 
G un-totting teachers and high failure rates have almost 
becom e a perm anent feature o f  our education . Our 
campuses are st ife-torn. A t T u rflo o p , 400 studen ts were 
expelled this year, Azaso has been banned at UDW, police 
were let loose on students at F o rt Hare and, at Ngoye, 
five o f our fellow students were b ru tally  m urdered at the 
hands o f  INKATHA. Never before has it been clearsr that 
our institutions are just extensions o f  the  unjust o id er in 
South Africa.

O ur them e for 1984 is 'ORG ANISING FO R A PEOPLE’S 
EDUCATION'. This them e was chosen in the  Light of the 
fact that we o f  AZASO and our sister organisation COSAS 
and millions o f  o ther Sou th  A fricans find our edt i cation 
system abhorrent, unjust and unacceptable O ur educa
tion system is designed to  get us to  blindly accept the 
status quo or at the very least, not challenge it !t is 
designed to  ensure perpetual dom ination  o f  the majority 
by a m inority to perpetuate a system  o f  exploitation  
and oppression, to inculcate racist values and to  dom i
nate.

O ur people have always said No to this form of educa
tion. They have rejected it in the  fifties, the seventies 
and (he eighties T hey have always dem anded an educa
tion  that will unite all o f  us and build a new and dynamic 
nation o f  South Africa. They have always dem anded an I 
education system that will be determ ined by the m ajority 
o f the people - a dem ocratic education  system.

Titroughout these struggles for a non-racia! dem ocratic 
education system, our people have m ade m any demands. 
AZASO and COSAS have seen the  need to  concretise all 
these demands, consult w ith all th e  peoples o f  our country : 
the workers, professionals, teachers, com m unities, and pro
duce guidelines acceptable to  the m ajority  o f our people 
that will define clearly w hat kind o f  education  th e  people 
o f  Sou th  Africa demand.

It is w ith  regard to  all this that in 19S4 we call on all o f  you 
to  critically examine your education , consult w ith as m any 
o f our people as is possible and jo in  in a cam paign to  be led 
by  COSAS and ^Z  \S O  to form ulate a People's Education. 
We, o f necessity this year need to  organise ourseWes eueci- 
iveiy. each to as r .a ;iy  studen ts as possible .n order lo be 
able to 3chie«i :h i‘. form idable task

T his is the ycai wher- we si o u ii  Geinanu dem ocratic, inde 
pendent represent* -*e student ’m c tu 'c j  o r  u 
a yeai wber. wc r..<>e If c e m a r '1 th a ’ o u r c<vmm\;.i;*!e : have 
grea'-ei and n u a n r .iu i)  in r>r t. oi oui .restitu
tions. a ve if when * e  r.av\ to  r t jt  li;- con i.o i «>vet 
in stitu tions by B -n iu s’an :, s year when our .li'.ional 
studem  organisation AZASO m ust be given its full and 
due recognition, a year when unn y  amongst aii students 
shall be p rim ary .

We are a student organisation, and our prim ary site o f  
struggle is education. W e^however, know  that our demands 
fo r 3_ non-rac;al and dem ocratic education  system  will never 
b e jn e t  in this unjust order. T h is^ th e re fo re , necessitates 
our constant participation in the  broader struggle o f  our 
people at all times It is for this reason th a t we jo in  the 
U N iTED DEMOCRATIC FRO NT and shall continue to 
participate  in all its activities in a quest for a just , non- 
racial dem ocratic South  Africa.
AZASO calls on all o f  you to  m ake 1984 a year in which 
our people 's dream o f  concretising our education  demands 
and a dream  o f a strong un ited  studen t force shall be 
accom plished.
ORG ANISE FOR A PEO PLE’S EDUCATION
FORW ARD
ALUTA CONTINL'A
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O r g a n i s i n g  f o r  p e o p l e ’s  e d u c a t i o n .

Tog4. The them e was chosen by delegates from  AZASO'S 
trances a t universityies and colleges i t  the General S tuden t 
Council held in P ie term artizburg  in early D ecem ber 
1983

r
The them e"ORGANIS1NG FO R PEOPLE’S EDUCA TIO N" 
was chosen in particular because delegates po in ted  to  the 
high levels o f m obilisation  achieved by AZASO in 1983: 
T he campaign for clem ency for the 6 ANC guerillas 
sentenced to  death; th e  subsequent campaign to  save th f  
lives o f  the 3 guerillas n o t granted clem ency; the  Ju n e  16 
focus on 30 years o f  racist B antu education; the  solidarity  
meetings with the bo y co ttin g  Mountview High, T u rflo o p , 
and UDW students; and th e  angry protest m eetings around 1 
In k a th i massacre had great support from students.T his 
support was fu rth er conso lidated  by  the taking u p  o f  day to  
day issues which effect studen ts: the  lack o f  hostel acc
om odation; the  heavy handedness and reactionary 
university adm inistrations, th e  suspension of SR C ’s and the 
banning o f  AZASO at M edunsa and Durban-Westville. This 
ajl round m obilisation was finally com plem ented by the  
intense activity aim ed at popularising the U nited 
Dem ocratic F ron t o f  w hich AZASO was one o f  the first &ff 
affiliates

But delegates all agreed th a t m obilisation and studen ts * as 
no t enough. As a T u rflo o p  delegate pointed c u t:  “ In 19S3 
we popularised AZASO far and wide. We dem onstra ted  our 
capscitv  to  m obilise the oppressed and exploited in fighting

the them e th a t will guide the activities o f AZASO in for freedom . B ut in 1984 we must go beyond simply 
mobilising studen ts. We m ust draw more students into 
A 2A SO  and get them  com m itted  to working on i  day to 
day basis in building AZASO. W ithout strong o rp r is a tio n  
we will never win o u r freedom ." y

Delegates decided th a t since the emphasis in 1984 » o u ld  be 
on building strong organisation, the them e.should  reflect 
this, so “ O RG ANISING FOR PEOPLE’S EDUCATION" 
was chosen.

THE THEME IS AN ATTEMPT TO DO 2 THINGS:

1. T o  develop strong AZXSO branches at univers; ies and
• colleges th roughou t S o u th  Africa: and to  build a pow erful

national studen t m ovem ent that will voice the dem ands o f  
studen ts and the oppressed and exploited in general at all 
tim es

2. T o develop a com m itm ent among students to  'People 's 
E du ca tio n ’ An education  svscem that js non-racial and 
dem ocratic  and geared to  serve the needs o f  the working 
people o f S o u th  A frica. N o t the needs o f the A partheid 
govem m eu' arid the capitalist class, but the need: o f those 
w ho produce th s  w ealth  o f  this country bu: do not enjoy 
the  f ru iti  o f th ier owr. la&jui This will also show a 
com m itm ent to  the education  claui- o f the r r ;e d o m  
FREEDOM  CKa R T EP  w hich clearly proclaiir-s that .
“  THE D C O fvi OF LEARNING ANT CULTURE SHALL 
BE OPEN TO A I  L”
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j PROGRAMME OF ACTION

Struggles against inferior education have a long h isto ry . 
D em ands and principles have emerged over the years. A zaso 
and Cosas have em barked on a jo in t  programme to  
consolidate these ideas fo r a future education  system in to  a 
single docum ent • th e  education  charter.

1983 was used by AZASO and COSAS to lay the basis for 
the E ducation  C harter cam paign. E ducation C harter 
com m ittees have been  form ed at each b n n c h . Seminars and 
festivals where held last year exposing the oppressive role o f  
education. S tu d en ts  also looked at education  system s in 
dem ocratic  countries.

T his will be ou r central cam paign for 1984. AZASO and 
our sister organisation, COSAS will launch this campaign 
the  beginning o f  the year. Regional com m ittees wiD be 
form ed consisting o f  all organisations who wish to  work 
w ith  us. We m ust consult workers and residents, teachers 
and artists, priests and professionals so that we can draw up

Through the  E ducation  C harter we can:
* U nite  the effo rts o f  all students tow ards a common set o f 

Abba Omar, A ZASO  Viet President goals

•M easure the r e fo r m  in education being offered by the 
governm ent.

“ C onsolidate the  dem ands made over the decade m 
education  struggles.
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* f £ « f e r e » «  b y  banm stan  
•jT* b a o w ru n s  no t

ib w  u*r force to  con tro l us.

^  r r fu U riy  invade' th e  F o rt
p ro tests o f studen ts. 

* ! ' ^ . T d u r m f  •  B * °  d em o n stra tio n  
maintained a constan t presence and 

j ^ t b e  university'. A t the  end o f  198j  
*f ytt another developm en t: th a t “ non-

*  Z Z L a  J u  not be ad m itted  unle they  o b ta in  
'  This is to  force stude- to  recognise

.  , G overnm ent" and to  con the type  o f
*dm itted to  University o f F o r t  H art.

^ O c t o b e r  29. the civilised w orld was shocked w ith  the

"*,**■« « r  th« o f  5 « “ den ti *! N®oya 8t ^  hands o f
• 1 b U Ui*. T h u  was the result o f  In k a th a ’s desire to  stam p its 

au th o rity  o t  studen ts. A num ber o f  stu d en ts  have b e e r 
i n f o r m e d  th a t they  would not be ad m itted  to  th e  university  
fo r 19S4 (m ain ly  UDF and AZASO supp o rte rs  )

OUR RESPO N SE:

We m ust be a rm  in our response to  actions th a t curb ou r 
right to  dem onstra te  against the prob lem s w» lace. We m ust 
expose th es i actions by keeping stu d en ts  inform ed o f 
ovents or. th e  b an tu s tan  campuses. W here possible AZASO 
branches mti>. ask their university adm ins to  condem n such 
acu o a . S tu d en ts  m ust p ro test strongly against the  
suppression c f  fellow - students.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOC.

NATIONAL SOLIDARITY
AZASO m em bers will continue responding to  a ttacks on 
fellow students . Our national so lidarity  has been  displayed 
during various crises: Fort Hare in 19 8 2 ; T urfloop  and 
Ngoya in 19&3 , UNB in 1984. O u r solidarity  is based on 
the slogan “A N  INJURY TO ONE IS AN IN JU R Y  TO A L L ”

GENERAL:

As an integral part o f the dem ocratic  m ovem ent in SA we 
m ust con tinue  to  forge links w ith  w orker, com m unity , 
wom en and y o u th  organisations.
AZASO u rau th es  wiB also com m em orate  im p o rtan t days o f  
the People’s calendar. N ational focus weeks will be held dur 
during the yea :. During June 16, 1983 week we focused on 
ban tu  education .

O ur progranune can only succeed th rough  the active 
participation  o f  every student o n  all cam puses. We tru st we 
can reiy on y o u r  participation!

CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
REFORMS
The governm ent ii busy m aking change: to  the constitu tion  
o f  the cou n try  - changes w hich a r t  aimed at dividing and

c c - u u t ’ n.i. w e n  j n :  the oppressed  p e o p le T h e  U n ite d  D e r iv e  
D e m o c ra t ic  F ro n t  w as fo rm ed  la st ye^r to cam paign  a g a ir r . 
these re fo rm s .

R eid isn p  that stir dents ha^e an im p o rtan t role to  pla> in 
their com m unities AZASO was the first organisation to 
a(Til ate  to  the UDF. Our fciaiices m obilised students agiar.r 
agams', the “ reform s’ th rough  p ro te s t m ee tin g ', pamphie^s, 
sem inais, plays etc.

W e shall con tinue  to  fight against these reform s in 19; 4 
u n d e r the  u m b re lk  o f the UDF. We m ust focus on :

•M illion  signature campaign
* C o n scrip tion  cam paign.
* K o o rn h o f  bills.
* E lec tio n  for Indian and C oloured parliam ents .

AZASO — FOR STUDENT UNITY
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