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I I T H  J u n e , I 9 6 0 .

26 S H lP S T O N  l . A N E ,  
V IC TO R  IA  ,

JCHKNNESBURC.

T h e  D e p u t y  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  J u s t i c e ,
PRETORIA.

D e a r  S i r ,

R E : MRS. H. BERNSTEIN -DETAINEE.

F u r t h e r  t o  m y  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  y o u  o n  Mo n d a y ,  t h e  6 t h  J u n e ,  a n d  m y  s u b s e q u e n t  

d i s c u s s i o n  v i t h  C a p t a i n  Pr i n s l o o  a t  y o u r  i n s t a n c e ,  I  w a s  i n f o r *c d  t e l e p h o n i c a l l y  b y  

C a p t a i n  Pr i n s l o o  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  t h a t  w r i t t e n  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  y o u r  d e p a r t m e n t  m u s t  n o w  b e

MADE FCR T H T  R E L F A S E  OF MY S IS T E R - IN - L A W .

I  A C C O R D IN G LY  R EQ U EST T H A T  URGENT C O N S ID E R A T IO N  BE G IV E N  T O  TH E  R E L E A S E  OT f c t S .

H i l d a  B e r n s t e i n  o n  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  g r o u n d s .

My  GROUNDS FOR M A K IN G  T H IS  R EQ U EST AR E S U M M A R rF D  BY S T A T IN G  T H A T  D E T A IN E E 'S  

H U S B A tf ) ,  MY B R O T H E R , M R J L IO N E L  B E R N S T E IN ,  IS  A LS O  A D E T A IN E E  AND T H A T  TH E R E FO R E  T H E IR  

FOUR C H IL D R E N  H A V E  N"i P AR EN T A V A IL A B L E  TO  T E N D  T H E M , AND A L S O  T H A T  T H E  C H IL D R E N S *

F A M IL Y  L I F E  AND HOME E N V IR O N M E N T HAS B E E  RROKEN U P ,

T » C  AG ES OF T H E  FOUR C H IL D R E N  CONCERNED A R E  3 ^  ,  8 ,  I I  AND 17  Y E A R S  R E S P E C T IV E L Y .

I WOULD L IK E  T O  E M P H A S IS E  T H A T  TH E O H IL O R E N  AR E A D E Q U A T E LY  CARED FOR AND DO NOT L A C K  FOR 

F O O D , C L O T H IN G  AN D  OTHER fC C E S S IT IE S .  I  M U S T , H O W EVER , S T A T E  T H A T  IN  G EN ER AL A 

S IT U A T IO N  W H IC H  B R EAKS UP T H E  F A M IL Y  GROUP (  T H E  C H IL D R E N  H AVE BEEN  S E P A R A TE D  OF 

N E C E S S IT Y  )  -  AND S IM U L T A N E O U S L Y  D E P R IV E S  T IC S E  C H IL D R E N  O F BO TH  P A R E N T S , FOR REASO NS 

W H IC H  C E R T A IN L Y  C AN NO T BE E X P L A IN E D  T O  TH E  YOUNGER O N E S , MUST PRODUCE IN  TH EM  R E S U L T S  

W H IC H  CANNOT f a i l  t o  A F F E C T  t h e m  a d v e r s e l y  -  a n d  R E S U LT S  W H IC H  W IL L  HAVE S E R IO U S  ANO 

L A S T IN G  A D V E R S E  E F F E C T S . A L L  P S Y C H O L O G IS T S  W IL L  AG REE W IT H  T H E  ABO VE S T A T E  C U T .  I 

W IS H  T O  E M P H A S IS E  T H A T  T IC S E  E F F E C T S  AR E  S U F F E R E O  » Y  IN N O C E N T  C H IL D R E N . I fY  S IS T E R - lt J - L A 'V  

HAS NOT IN D U LG E D  IN  AN Y  P O L IT IC A L  A C T IV IT Y  S IN C E  SHE WAS "  NAMED " .  I  MUST P O IN T  OUT 

T H A T  T H E  C H IL D R E N  O F A PER SO N  C O N V IC T E D  O F A  C R IM E  DO N E C E S S A R IL Y  IN N O C E N T L Y  SU FFER  WHEN 

D E P R IV E D  OF A  P A R E N T OR P A R E N T S . T H E  P O S IT IO N  HERE IS  D IF F E R E N T  AND I  W IS H  T O  E M P H A S IS E
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T H IS  D IF F E R E N C E . FOR A LU  T H E  ABO VE R E A S O N S , I  F E E L  I AM  J U S T I F IE D  I N  A P P R O A C H IN G

YOU FOR T H E  U RGENT COM PASS IO N A T E  R E L E A S E  OF f * S .  B E R H S T E IN , FOR T H E  SA K E  OF HER 

C H IL D R E N , IN N O C E N T O F A N T  C R IM E .

I  WOULD L I K E  TO  AD D  T O  T H E  ABOVE G E N E R A L REMARKS BY O U T L IN IN G  C E R T A IN  

P A R T IC U L A R  E F F E C T S  W H IC H  M R S ,B E R N S T E I f /S  T ftO  MONTHS AB S E N C E  FROM HER C H IL D R E N  HAS 

PRODUCED A L R E A D Y . T H E S E  E F F E C T S  IN  T H E  C H IL D R E N  AR E D E F IN IT E L Y  A T T R IB U T A B L E  T O  TH E 

C IR C U M S TA N C E S  R E S U L T IM G  FROM T t C  D E T E N T IO N  O F T H E IR  P A R E N T S .

F R A M E S  -  Ar ED 8 :  T h i s  g i r l  i s  a n  e x t r d ^e l y  i n t e l l i g e n t  o u t  s e n s i t i v e  

c h i l d .  S h e  i s  n o w  p r o n e  t o  f r e q u e n t  c r y i n g  s p e l l s  f o r  n o  a p p a r e n t  r e a s o n  a n d  

s h o w s  a l l  t h e  s i g n s  o f  i n s e c u r i t y .

f v T H iC K  -  a g FO n  :  T h i s  l a d  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  m o o d s  a n d  f o r  l o n g  p e r i o o s  h e  

d o e s  n o t  u t t e r  a  w o r d  -  h e  s e e m s  t o  w it h d r a w  i n t o  h i m s e l f  a n d  h a s  b e c o m e  a  c o m p l e t e

IN T R O V E R T .

TONY -  AGES >7 :  T h is  g i r l  i s  i n  h e r  M a t r i c  y e a *  a t  s c h o o l .  * t  t h i s

IM P O R TA N T STAG E I N  HER L I F E ,  SHE HAS m o  T O  SHOULDER A BLR DEN W H IC H  NO RM ALLY F A L L S  TO  

T IC  LO T  O F A  M O T H E R . BURDEN T A IC S  TW O FORMS -  F IR S T L Y ,  SHE HA i T O  A S S IS T  IT H  TH E

NUMEROUS CHORES IN H E R E N T  IN  O R G A N IS IN G  S M A L L  C H IL D R E N  -  S E E IN G  T O  C LE A N  C L O T H E S , 

S U P E R V IS IN G  HOMEW ORK, D R E S S IN G , E T C ,  S E C O N D L Y , SHE HAS T O  S U B S T IT U T E  P A R T IC U L A R L Y  IN  

REGARD TO  TH E  3 £  V E A R  O ^D  C H IL D ,  FOR TH E  A T T E N T IO N  AND L W E  W H IC H  HE E X P E C T S  A fC  IS  NOW 

D E P R IV E D  O F .  | N  A D D IT IO N ,  T O N Y  L E A V E S  S C H O O L T W IC E  W EEKLY  BY AR RANG EM ENT A T  I . P . M . I N  

ORDER T O  M A IC  SU R E T H A T  SH E SE E S  BO TH HER F A T IC R  AND MOTHER AT T H E  P R E T O R IA  G O A L .  EACH 

T R IP  IN V O L V E S  NOT O N LY  M IS S IN G  S C H O O L IN G , PUT AS  S H E  C A N  R E A C H  HOME O N LY A F T E R  4 .3 0 .P .M . 

T W IC E  W E E K L Y , T H E  T IM E  LO S T  FOR STUDY PU R PO SES C O U P LE D  W IT H  T H E  OTHER C A L L S  ON HER T | f C  

BY TH E C H IL D R E N  BECOMES M A T E R IA L .  T h e  R E S U L T  W IL L  BE A  F A IL U R E  I N  M A T R IC  AN D  TH E 

C O N S E O U E N T IA L  R E S U L T S  O F SU C H  A  F A IL U R E .  T H E  U N S E T T LE M E N T  PRO OUCED IN  T H IS  G IR L * S  

M IN D  BY TH E ABO VE S IT U A T IO N  IS  NOT C O IO U C IV E  TO  A  C O N C EN TR ATED  EFFO R T W H IC H  TH E  M A T R IC  

D E M A N D S .

K E IT H  -  AC-ED 5 j -  ;  T h i s  C H IL D  IS  B E W IL D E R E D  AND CANNOT UN DER STAN D  WHAT HAS 

H A P 'E N E O . HE W IL L  C E R T A IN L Y  BE T H E  WORST » F f T r T E O .

3 /



F r o m  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a  c h i l d  o f  s i m i l a r  a g e ,  h e  w i l l  s h o w  m a r k e d  e v i d e n c e  o f  

w h a t  t h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  h a s  m e a n t  t o  h i m .  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  w i l l  b e c o m e  a p p a r e n t  h e n  

h i s  p a r e n t s  r e t u r n ,  a s  h e  W iU .  t h e n  r e a l i s e  w h a t  h e  m s  BEEN o e p r i v e d  o f .

I n  g e n e r a l ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e m »h a s i s e  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  

o f  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  t i c i r  p a r e n t s ,  w i l l  o n l y  b e c o m e  f u l l y  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  

a n o  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  l o n g e r  t h i s  a b n o r m a l  p o s i t i o n  c o n t i n u e s ,  t h e  w o r s e  t h e  

E F F E C T  o n  a l l  t h e  C H IL D R E N  w i l l  b e .

Y ow  d e p a r t m e n t * s  s y m p a t h e t i c  a n d  s p e e d y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f m y REO UEST W IL L

BE G R E A TLY  A P P R E C IA T E D  W  ME AND MY F A M IL Y .  My  FOUR 6 0 0 0  R EASO NS -  TH E  FOUR

C H IL D R E N  -  D E S E R V E  A F A V O U R A B LY  R E P L Y .

Y o u r s  f a i t h f u l l y ,

H .L.?ERNSTEIN
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( /l\^ î t4  ^ U A * » * 0 ^  * W  h O  ^  cl 6 ^C £ a A *  7 ^ 1  f / t  4 * V t  > - /v v » h » /  "H ^-̂ C

^  f  * ^ fC  '< t̂ A -c ii f l > t $ i  C *t̂ o U  b  ^  I ^ V C

f v >  J i A ^ - n c f a ' i  4 » \ * (  u + ^ p U t U ^  ^ s d e j t ^ s i b l c  ■ jn > ^  * ~ ~ j, P * * (rU < *  h t < U H ^  

y ^ {  *j. / id u T -

i / ^  5 " *  i n l l  H \ & k  t & e ~ f * l r r t  i t  ' f t < j \ * J * T ’  ( h i t  Q t * > i f r t U < + ir t + ^  b c ^ w < - * ,
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