


V ^ V v W < s -J  ^ c a u ^ i  —  <Sj c  ( tcx-^ 

^  ° j ^ O  l^lf ( ^ " ’.

* CX>UjuJ[5jJjM  <3lH  S<iaA.S ^  cA£>0  ̂ fo oi n- (jl5><3uJ^
hcAut| t o jg j l  ^Ov£~" W



_j_ Id __J lia C -■—  C-U.ajp[(frv___:__________________ j
[1 4 ^  - Q w

I

Of course- Parliament will have to deal »ith the -hole question and for.ee that the next 
session .ill b. almost entirely devoted to it, but I o. not quite clear that a special 
session no. »ould be agood thing. No matter So. stringent the legidation passed >t will 
je useless without adequate force. That, I think, i. the real question to tacklfc,
If the regular troops .ere taken a.ay no. no-one could „ay .hat .ould happen. 4  
cannot remain indefinitely in that position and I think the Permanent Defence Forces 
must be appreciably increased. That .ill be expensive but it is necessary. I cannot^
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Bio. 1* reostone, of Capetown, was appointed Secretary to our dele- 
gates, and will send a report of the proceedings at a later date, which 
^l-Jia-u^l.shed ’ » the "M onthly” for the information of members
*1 •Bros: Partner and Metcalfe, the newly-elected Councillors, took" 

seats on Saturday, and were heartily welcomed by the Chairman.
"  6 ar® ?nce more in tlio throes of an industrial dispute, and. at
1>l'c ĉl, 0,10 kno" s "here it is likely to end. Tho Govern

ment (.') have.called out the Defence (?) Forces of the Union, but these 
will be of little use if all hands will only stick together and not givo 
them a show. I remember, many years ago, the late President Kruger 
saving thirt a tortoise has to. put its head out beforo you can cut it oif.

The Federation held a mass meeting on tho Market Square, Johan
nesburg, the scene of the previous trouble But what a change! No 
police or troops present, the result being quite an orderly, enthusiastic 
gathering of about ten thousand people. I wonder what excuse tho 
powers will make now lor breaking up the previous meeting.

W e V b n r t W I  do not know when you will receive this. I trust 
that the workers will havo won this fight, anti shown tho small por
tion of tho community that the larger portion arc going to have ifieir 
say in matters appertaining to their existence, and I also trust that this 
will prove to all workers ” that it is up to them to strike at the ballot 
box as well as industrially. If this is done, I havo no fear of the result,

. Organise, organise industrially and politically, to heat our common 
^  fog». so that laws can be placed on tho statute book giving justice and 

to all. Remember, in aiding others you are helping yourselves.
Yours fraternally

GEORGE B. STEER,
Secretary?6—
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* t  ‘* M ^ ' tjL fUf.
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We now have the Post Office staff in 
high Dudgeon throgh the persistent ineptitudes of Mr. Watt. The newspaper report! 
from all over the Union disclose an attitude that is the reverse of friendly. Thl 
local men here had a meeting some days aogo when they nominated a deputation to ilter- 
/ilew me on the subject of what further Constitutional steps they cd take. The men 
lalne and the interview left no room in my mind that these fellows are very wroth and 
'ela.dy for anything. Thier chief cause of annoyance at the moment is that the Govt 
rh le telling them a fortnight ago that their complaints in many respects had been 
»efore the Cabinet and had been dealt with, yet declines to tell them what has been 
lecided. The men belive that they are being spoofed.



...Telgra, h .nd telephone
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.,,d If there are a„y to spare to let jour f r i e ^  ^  Jhen on t! is subject
went to C.T. last evening an p i i r Kave -told •a’oloicon that heI may add that as we can't get our material in hngland I have toid
must get 4,t in Germany r elsewhere.

The Fost.l and Telegraph clerk. T * ^

the pres.. »t the . » .  ti.e the See. » . « .  o t O T e r y  e e . , T|,e ,ubli„
the local mems of the Assocn to su^por . lie Id of— whera amidst
then reads that ” A mass a« ting of poata e V  oyers a blissful ignorance of“ . .. rpsolution was unanimously carried in uiissiui
t h e f a c f ^ t h a t t h e  .... «.et.aB eoa.l.ted of perhaps only 3 or 4 youngsters.

The microbe of „f ..t i. to be t r y !
£*«r£l£a.ri5 in the »eanti,e to let tb. per-.nent interests of the country J
suffer.
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Then there is that monstrous piece of . .  , \ a {t f  ,.^ 1
legislation, the Riotous Assemblies Act, [[ T 5 ftT ^ U°* I1 P U J
conceived with the object of smashing L
trade unionism— an Act made law despito 
the protests of jrji.iui.nd labour. That 
this iniquitous Act has failed to acliio'o ^
its object is only duo to the manner in 
which trade unionists have continued to 
support their organisations.
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I am sorry to find you take the annual report of  

the Government Mining Engineer so l i t e r a l l y  and seriously.  Personally,

I regard i t  as a most u n fa ir ,  inopportune anc* badly edited jumble 01 

ex parte crit icism s,  which ought never to have passed the Minister re-  

aponsbile. You w i l l  find my reasons for this  view very f u l l y  set forth  

in the c o p y  of the Mining Journal which I send you under separate cover.- 

To us i t  is  most disheartening to read what extraordinary views of  the 

causes of  the recent discontent here are appearing in the London papers.

,Ve look to you to help in d is p e l l in g  the mists of misunderstanding. 

Meanwhile I send you the figures you desire and would c a l l  your attention

to the continuation of this a r t i c l e  in tomorrow's issue.

Yours sincere l y ,  ^
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CHAMBER OF MINES

A.S.E. Journals 
July 1915 P*6

Aug. 1915 p.4

Negotiations with T.U.'s - C.of M. negotiations for formation of 
a joint committee of enquiry with Federation
First time recognition of T.U.’s by C. of M.:
i) Hours —  std. maximum for all mines (not Robinson group)
ii) O.T. in 3 months
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—  They now demand many things which the rank and file are not by any m eans agreed in 
wanting. The 8 hour bank of bank short Saturday shift higher rates - are more 
dentants of paid agitators and the owners will not easily give way on such points!
The rien admit that they have not the means to strike and that they are being bluffed 
absolutely. Now whatever happens there roust be a serious dislocation and we cannot 
get going again for a considerable time. ____________• 1 ________
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In truth the strike is broken, but there are still many men who 
have not even applied -for reinstatement 8< it will be some little 
time before conditions are normal.
The Goverriement this time has realized the danger they Jwere 
running & have made a fine display of force, which has been most 
effective. I think it is now guite clear thatt if there had not 
been this prompt display of force, if, that is, the organisation 
of the Strike Committee had been a little better and the 
mobilisation of the Defence forces had been a little less prompt 
the strike would have been very effective, the whole country 
would have been paralysed, & there is no saying what would have 
happened here. In the end, of course, the Defence forces would 
have come in and the thing would have been fought out to the 
bitter end, but at very heavy cost to the whole community. 
Judging by the time Hertzog took to make his postition clear and 
by Freeman tic?'s performance at Bloemfontein it rather looks as 
if some at any rate of Hertzog's friends would hav el iked to 
take advantage of the confsion, if yhe gov had not at once shown 
that they had the moement in hand, in that case there might 
have been very serious trouble. ’
The Gov, of course, are going to get much kudos 7 their previous 
shortcomings will be for the most part forgotten. what uis 
really deserving of great praise is the manner in which the 
mobilisation was carried out. That, i think, is creditabe to 
Smuts and his officers & to the men themselves. I can't think 
things would have been allowed to get into such a state? as to 
render such a mobilisation necessary but as they had got into 
that sate one must recognize the excellence of the arrangements 
made.

As far as the miners are concerned we found that 1. Where there 
were most union men there was most trouble.

That of course was only to be expected, but it has, I suppose, 
come as a shock to those amiable people who believed that once 
all the men could be gotinto the unions & the employers could be 
got to recognize them all would be well.
2.A5 a rule the miners were much less inclined to strike than 
the artisans.

The reasons for that are a)The miners suffered from the last 
strike: some 1500 of them found themselves out of work, ?•< they 
consequently learnt a lesson while the mechanics last time lost 
practically nothing. b) The mechanics usually belong to the 
Amalgamated Society of Engineers, which is a very strong Union, 
with headquarters in England c) Cetain trades, e.g. drill 
sharpening are largely in the hands of Australians (I should Ike 
the Gov to offer every Australian in S.A, a free passage to 
Austra 1i a)

3) A lare number of foreme and supervision staff either sided 
with the strikers or refused to "play up" them as.previous
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Cr«swell got himself arrested yestrday. It is said, though I do 
noJ pretend that is is ture, that he and Mr Wybergh escaped on 
Thursday from the labour Party offices over roofs and walls wen 
the police were not looking for them! ....
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31 January 1914. I see a danger of government frowing too fond 
of this sort of "spirited behaviour"- ?•< I see also a grve danger 
of my#friends the Tickey snatchers trying to use this crisis as 
a me=iis of unjustly squeezing the Wage Earner. with things as 
they [are S< the cost of living as it is there is_0o_room a
reduction of wage rates: :n> a
I do not know what the Economic Commission reported (S< I hope 
you will stir them up to make the report known before we are all 
100 years old) - but I feel sure that they must have reported om 
these lines re rates of pay in these parts.
I gather fron Farrar that he is creating a strong party who will 
be out for "grading rates of pay to whites" & also for 
perpetuating the present Chnese Wall of Exclusion which our 
foolish system has thrown up in front of the Native.
By "grading rates", he means to make the 2o/~ per shift now paid 
to mechanics, carpenters etc, a maximum_rate ?< to sign on whites 
at a*Ll sorts of prices below this - beginning at say 7/6 or 5/-
per shift. He thus hopes to pose as the Protec tor _of_W.hi tes__._7
§.t._£.h§_§:§ffls_£i!I!!§ to secure much sweated labour.
Hw will hold the Native vack- he must never rise above his 
present status or be given any encouragement to rise- but will 
argue that the poor whites with unskilled hands ?< lazy habits 
must fill the gap between the natives'2/6 & the maximum skilled 
2 0 / - .

All this, to my mind, is a rotten ill founded scheme, drawn up 
to catch the white Voters' eye, & at the same time to fll the 
wily Tickey Snatcher's pocket by htting the White Worker in the 
belly.
He entirely overlook the necessity of treating the Native within 
our Union -justly - & as a human being - permanently resident in 
our midst - who must be treated on his merits. I would myself 
allow the native to expand economically & thus show the White if 
that if he will not better himself he is in danger of being
overtaken in certain fields. the problem of the poor_white
remains & us fearfully & hideously difficult but is there any 
possible solution in the direction of building protecting 
barr iers?
1 am frightened to death of the Farrar clan— of their aims?'. of 
their real intentions.

SI Tan 1̂11^.
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