of the ANC 1774 - NIC 2U43*
AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS p.o.  ar

AND NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS DURBAN.

?20th November, 19f3.

The Chairman,
Durban Branch,
S.A.Congress of Democrats,

c/o. Mr. R.l. Arenstein,
Masonic Grove,
DURBAN .

Dear Madam,

Thank you for your letter of the 2nd Instant
Informing us offehe formation of the 3.*. Congreaa of
Democrata and requesting a meet4.HK between representativea
of your organisation and oura.

We take great pleaaure 1In Xflffirating you that our
respective organiaationa at ita laatTBeeting decided to
meetjHg your Executive at the reeCdenoe of Mr. J.N. Singh,
166 Mansfield tfioad, Durban, on Wednesday, 2nd December,
1953, at 7.3Q.fc.m.

We truat that the date and venue will auit you. If

however, you wiah to make any alternative auggestiona pleaae
do not heaitate to contact ua.

Yours fraternally,

(v n~ > for: m m ss.

for: HAtyt- IMT)laH CoNiStS-'

Natal Headquarters: 17 & 19 Lakhani Chambers. 2 Saville Street, Durban.



The Chairman,
S.A. Congress of Democrats.

P.0. Box 4088,
Johannesburg.

Dear Piet,

102 Roseacre,
30 Cooper Street,
Cyrildene.
Johannesburg.

5th December,1953*

BIVY * g

Ge2ary by... L

In tetms of the order from the Minister of Justice,
Mr.C.R.Swart, I must reluctantly tender my resignation as a
member of the S.A. Congress of Democrats as from today.

I am confident that the Congress has a great «

historical role to fulfil and

that it will meet whatever

demands that may be made on 1t, adequately.

With best wishes for the future,

Yours sincerel*,



CONOBESS OF DEMOCRATS (Durban Branch)

N

vyr:. /T\ c/o. p.o. box 700,
Lv Durban.
22n« Dec., 1952
P UO C 4 f- & "2 cuceaaannn
sInCongress of Democrats, cC..ivry by. . o
P.0. Box 088,  ...... Q- &J* M .........
Johannesburg. e e e 3 J S L.
o e - A ol ..
D,ar Friend, V.r*y£T* held on the 13th
br» - fori a Durban Branch of
Docsnbgr 19%5-J

gress o i« B%mr(])%ragf.iéle« A

i} } , i-tter Of the 18th Noventoer 1953
I am In receipt of your letter or

and with to reply as folio cot)le8 of the N ational

@

tack**and" ook forward tore cei™ JJgh*e

S2-5S5 T ~ul or e 1in future,
advise ,cu later whether N N

T you
® e- idtfgajifrfrrn*n” r 7 of thl. pa-pblet™e” s to have
copy at our recent”™~eetlngo«ndOur cheque In pay-
25 will follow receipt of the pa»ohlets.
©

"NVr~"~egate”™o berejting

20 ?X *A X « ?abuttle later*118Suggestlons a* proposals
for8the agenda will alsobe forwarded to you later.

N

Branch has asked we to approaoh you with the p~ d a U
SSt thS conference be held

this request being
the 20th and 21* *~*>m*™

J ; legates (Mrs .P .Levolplerre) will be
that one of our Pro?°8e™ ® period and will, therefore, be

her own travelling costs thus enabling us
send an additional delegate.

Will you Kindly address any correspondence,P£P <e
etc., simply to Th. S.cretary, S.A.0.P.. C/o.

Durban. / Yours truly,
Secretary.
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CONGRESS OF DEMOCRATS.

P.0. Box 4088,
Johannesburg.
24th September,1953*

Dear Str/lIfadam, )
% 1y f

A-confeienco is to be held at the Trades Hall,
Johannesburg, on Saturday 10th October and Sunday 11th, convened
Jointly by three organisations of progressive and democratic
South Africans - the Democratic League(Cape); the Springbok Legion,
of Ex-Servicemen and women; and the Congress of Democrats
(Witnatersrand).

It 1s the convenors®™ belief that there is a deep
need to gather together iInto one Union wide organisation all those
South Africans who believe unequivocably in the ideas of democracy,
so that their special viewpoint and outlook may be forcibly and
actively represented in all the affairs of the country. It 1s
their belief that at this Conference broad agreement on a
democratic programme can be reached through free discussion and
debate, and the foundation laid for the emergence of a powerful
union wide body based on the pooling of resources and aims of all
the separate organisations and unorganised individuals who see
democracy as the way forward for South Africa.

In this spirit, the convenors have pleasure In
extending to you an invitation to attend the cpnference and to
participate with full delegate rights and status in its deliberations.
The draft agenda, resolutions and constitution,”™ which will form
the basis of discussions at the Conference are enclosed herewith,

together with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as adopted
by the UNO General Assembly.

Should you be unable to attend the Conference, the
Convenors would deeply appreciate your careful consideration of the
enclosed documents, and would welcome your viefts, suggestions and
comment in writing. They would also appreciate i1t i1f you would
complete and return the enclosed form iIf you cannot join the
proceedings of the Conference.

Yours sincerely,

for the Convenor: Dtinocratic League
Sfringbok Legion
Congress of Democrats

To the Convenors,

South African Conference of Democrats.
P.O. Box 4088,
Johannesburg.
Sirs,

I will/will not be able to be a delegate to the forthcoming
Conference.

I am interested iIn the Conference and i1ts outcome, and would
like to be kept informed of i1ts decisions and future effects.

Please delete whichever section*of this form are not applicable.



SOUTH APKICAN CONGRESS OF DEMOCRATS,

C/o. 311 Tenple Chambers,

Durban.

2nd November 1953.

The Secretary,

Afrioan National Congress (Natal),
P.O. Box 229™»

Durban.

Dear Sir,

I wish to bring to your notice that a new organisation,
Tha South African Congress of Demoorats, was formed at a reoent
oonfaranoe In Johannesburg and that at this conference (at whlah
representstires of the South African Indian Congress and tha
Ifrloan Rational Congress were present) a deolslan was takon
that there should be oo-operatlon betwesn the three organisations.

At a oonmlttee meeting of tha Durban Brenoh of the
South Afrioan Congress of Democrats held recently It was deolded
to approach your Organisation In order to ezohanga TI*»w on the
subject of local oo-operatlon. We suggest, thafrefora, that a
meeting be held with your organisation and the Natal Indian
Congress and look forward to an early reply from you suggesting
the date of suoh masting.

Yours faithfully,

oat 1 INAN
DUHBAN BRANCH.



P.0. Box 4088,
Johannesburg.
11th November,1953.

Dear

In terms of your intimation of interest in
the 8JL. Conference of Democrats which took place recently,
aod your wish to be informed of the outcome”™ we are enclosing
herewith.* copy of the Report-on Conference, tT» Constitution
afc>ptad,and~ copies of the papers which were read and
discussed and referred to branches for further discussion.

As you will see from the Report, the South
African Congress of Democrats was constituted and &n Executive
Committee elected. It remains now for the organisations
sponsoring the Conference, the Congress of Democrats, the
Democratic League and the Springbok Legion to decide the
future of their organisations in relation to the S.A. Congress
of Democrats.

While 1t is not for us to anticipate their
decisions, ws are confident that the S.A. Congress of Democrats
will be established on a nation wide basis and that already it
offers a real alternative to the organisations founded on
halft principles, to those of us who are looking for a chance
to build an organisation through which to work effectively for
the real interests of South Africa.

We are also enclosing an application for
nejBbarehlp form which we hope you will complete and return to
us* If you know of others who may be iInterested we will be

too pleased to let you have more forms.
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*0. Box 4088,
Dk —bur*>»
gfh }anugPy 1954 .
& £ * « » 1 e,
S ;"™ lox ro°* S PR
D,,rb* - T€ o e Tr+W-Yc, ......
Saturn. ... ... P*®»-C-S"S~*......

®*ar

notif* you that thay”™irnJ”"Sith"” Comittee has requested me to

formally constitute yourselwei”™into uf youp da«*aion to
ou? wti? ? J,bra?oh of th# S.A.C.0.D?

InWw J to oint. 15
e« follow |p XOaT lett#r 1 boon agked to advise
m) "Tha Thr.at.n™ prn M

b#,n “ e>e*«- -0 m ,hoQld

b) giw«lattnF.

an dllpatchlng than |mmed|ately niy2n kno{ s%i: 8#3/"&;‘«

r) **tlonal Council frf+jnf]

N JerSSTi*coXe?"itiS; S*S a »V* »e *>U
which meets with your r2«»2t> |3t& and 14th ~ebruary.
«1th tha IV.B.C. resolutions tMnU S Xi b* clrcularised
notified of the wenaa  Will about a f°rtnitht and
Mn< “ «*V

wlatlon. «hlc"£k ooi"tt« ‘ )
meating as soon as possiblJ. aubmit at this

*#1#*ates to thair™liJhth™ nnSf" ps inTit*d »m to sand
place on tha 5th 6th and 7 th Fabruaryji?*1!* Coaf#r#noe »Wch takes

UREBTJE ! r l#ct#d

ra?r#santatlras *to° the*Hationa* Comf i
* ttm* thi™* Conference

and we hara written to than acco?S25 1y.-

«1*1f ao JIlisi®noSty ?K*PrTixda”,|fi;J?7 nST«10n



Congr«s*t Box 2299, Dwplmji, ot th* rum of roproiantatiro*

Wishing yott and yoor eommittoa a vary hjpp7
I n Yaar.

[ ] * i
t Yoor% sincaraly, ;

Rational Organiaor.



AFFUCAT, d” gcratr_

P.O. Box 4088,

Johannesburg.

The Editor, -£th _larch 10_"
Th» Rand Dally Mail
P.O. Box 1138,
Johannesburg.

*

*

Partl«en??11St GOVe™ * ,nt is introducing an Amnesty Bill into

lotion.iist™Mtool over™in 1948 to r9?ress wrones done, since the

Jock Hodgsin/Zl1”2yX~sonl50" Mand8lai to compensated H”"se™”

*omer%h* have givefdevote”sejvifl Slo'V? *heSe and other and

& £ S r

ennestied and compensated. J " tle **k« °r Hitler, urc. now to

for th@ai h2Mt;e belaid"to thL~"tta”th®"" °Ur peopl6 is i1od enouf
a- In?2Jn? f°Ul aeeds out of the- taxes’paid bv ?h are to ba compensated
gesture at theMmaldorityaof 3?° "h? "W ScSISt

our =°Untrl™ It is also a "

deliberate <Jemons& « V o F
tlOn *° -tatUsh a comglete”~olie”™~a”™ olul™lter™can™l-

Ir
reedyJ

% t0TOS *hlah *»*' their

daughters2 o f s.uth’/frila®‘t~ei/ TalJiLiWliundrA®s of th :(» ,
stations r?*al9l? with hair raising storil, of~ipassfi fe> SfelWen*"t" ant*

crimes? N
n r ~ S ~ s i *is *k - » n K T v t
Yours Taithfully,
Bwywtuk NO ..o oo .« i
- - -u,u xorc N i ;
by: HE "yy‘; - .'..:..'. ..'. .'.-“.:..'.;'. IHOL)éSmPgKS%"!;‘ E(( C u tlve Commlttee.
deur. ... - J T T C | " \ ,
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SOOfrl AFRICAI @I»GRESS OF DENCR*/ .

P.a. Bor 4066,
JohanrwM”™bu-rg.

11th. March 17N54.

The Editor,
SfcwyMtu* No .. ..

W o o e o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e

L™ e "SETETY%> .

Patum .. 3-1...

/\. - ---
Dear Sir, " -,, /7. Tttt

I have been directed by my National Executive-®
Committee to send you the following pres? statement which
yoer® paper may consider publishing -

" The Amendments to the Suppression of Communism
Act being piloted through the House of Assembly by the
Soiniste™ of Justice are intended to close all loopholes
in the Act, and ""ill be a further step towards the ex-
tinguishing of democratic rights of South Africans.

Fouf -years after the passing of the Suppression
of Communism net the Government is still perfecting a
measure which places almost absolutp power iIn the hands of
one man - the ".inister of Justice - to ban organisations
and newspapers, prohibit individuals from membership ot
organ! cition? and attendance at gatherings.

Yvhat relief the Courts have afforded individuals
who appealed against the Minister®s power is now to be
denied.

The requirement that a person about to be benned
should be informed of th charge against him and ~iven an
opportunity to defend himself was a petty enough safeguard,
since t c MinisLer was under no obligation to &, Wwn,.
attention to the representation made to him. Now even
thi? safeguard is to be abolished.

The amending Act will sis™) deprive a section ol
the people of the last vestiges of their freedom co elect
to Parliament representatives of their o>n choice, nt
present a member may be expelled from t¥e House but there
iIs no merns of preventing another of similar vie”s taking
his place. The amendment will give the Tinister trs- right
to veto candidates in this election and «ill drartically
limit the free choice of the voters.

Over the yars the Government has made determined
efforts co crush democratic organisations. It has moved fro.
one excess to anotiit.r, whittling away tne rights -n first
one section an.i then another. The Congress of D- moer. ts
calls on all South Africans to oopose the Amendment”™ to the
Suppression of Communism Act and to resist by every means
in their power this and every advance of the Nationalist
Government towards dictatorial rule.

/ours TfTaithfully,
Rica Hodgson.

National SegretarE i i
for National Executive Committee.



Smith Street ( f

S,a .Congress of Democrat*

P.0. Box 700, Durban )RS
Durban 13th
_ Smith Street
December 51

S_A_Congress of Democrats
S.A.Congress OF Democrat*

S.A.Congress of Democrats

S.A.Congress of Democr”

Chairman, »**PF* fry

EN*«*~ mm—m
S.A.Congress of Democrat*
Seoretary and Treasurer
S.A.Congress of Democrat*

S.A_Congress of Demoorat*

Constitution

Blgnetorles



Smith Street

29th December 1953

S.A.Congress of Democrats, Durban Branch

CHAIRMAN: P. Wyolpierre

SaCBb"TAHX: J. Hoogandyk

TREASURER: J. Arensteln

J. Hoogendyk

Durban 1Jth Deoeuber 1953

29th December 53



Tha Proaldont ,

fatal Indian Contra*a,
P.O. Box 2299,

Durban.

Doar Friand,

MU# S4coM>
At/C

« ) P.O. Box 408%*
- " Bnfc Johannaabwrg.
6th JaBUV]r,19f4.

Bewysstuk No............

°«fay by...... \£z£"$\ r M
DAIF. - o e o ... JCItQ
Te. o MK, oo jzr= o~ A Ul
Datum  _........ 1 " »U
VerwysiDT No... ]

Thank yon for yonr irritation to oa to aond
fratarnal roproaontatiroa to yonr Blghth A— al Provincial

Conforonaa.

4V VvV

Vo ara roquoatlnf onr Durban Roglon to aond

tholr alaetad roproaantatiroa on onr lationnl Council and thay
wiU adriaa yon of tho naaaa and nnuhor of ropraaantatiraa

who will attand.

VIahinc four Conforonoo all aaoooaa.

loori ainaoraly.

«»»nl«ay.



/1179 .

P.O. Box 4088,

Johannesburg.
8th January, 195*.

Bewysstuk No....

The National Secretary, Ocur... ..... /p

8*A* Indian Conirtsi, Te. ... ... .. WEJSJI:

P.O. Box 2948, s = -

Johannesburg . Datum..................... >_l -J ,f 1

Verwysir * \ ~ L

Iftr Friend,

Canmitt- «JLFF n Ina>rtc’x<J b »y Rational Executive
i2l roar or«“ i*»tioiL to sand fraternal

dalagatas or observer* to our lational Counoil M~etinc which *
I"Jj~aca on 8aturday and Sunday 13th and 14th February in

T«o. tor ,0 Ut of th* tIM “ * «-

Tours sihcerely,



SJt. CONGUT™S CF DEMOCRATS.

Johannesburg Region,

P_.0.Box 4088,
Johannesburg,

12th Jan.19%4.

TO ALL MEMBERS.
A SPECIAL GEIERAL MEETINj WILL TAKE PLACE AT

No.l Trades Hall,
30, Kerk St.,
Johannesburg

on Tuesday, 26th January, at 8 p.m.

The Rigion has been asked to subnit resolutions for the

National Council meeting which is taking place cn the 13th
and 14th February, Will all Branches please send in their
resolutions which will be duplicated and distributed at the

General Meeting,

Many serious problems face democrats and the Congress
Movement, and we therefore appeal to all® members to attend
this meeting to .plan our work in the coming months,

AGENDA: 1, Organisational Report - Secretary.
2_MThe AH.C. Faces 1954T: A Review of the Queens-

town Conference decisions by Mr_Walter Sisulu.
3. Discussion on Resolutions,
X 4. General,



by....=se L ..... -iix,
........... ! Ijtfc J«aMrrtl994,
*em - ?5 el
NO....... o > S JiA difth=»
TbMecretary. J A . N i 0

Case 7mm RegloAt «=-A.C.0.D.f
P.O. Box 436]
Capo Tom.

Door Friend,

Tho latlonal Propaganda 8ttb Coaaittee has asked bo to
conrsy to 70a tho following 1

°) Attack It th. liUontl of th»-8.A_.C.0.P.
Sn4iylCtioiis froa /our region la tho fora of ehert
articles™ww, branah activities etc. 00aid ho appreciated
for ineluaBn In thi« pablioation.
kno« tea aany eoplos of this newsletter yea would b«
requiring oaoh aonth for dlstribatlon aaengst jroar aeabera*

b>m m hmmi n r w , liey

Th. 1IBportane. of briIB»In« to th. fttbllo/pf tg. B.A.CO.p.
ntnuAt ha atrossod too strongly* It haa been recoaaenoea
SEFIE N " 7t»yNdor t3% . IMUEt» _f hoUlat JU«1l«
public aeetlngs, feruas, debetee, or brala trusts la order
to sire ceneral public tha opportunity of hearing
.SbIMUIr fnWrMt to th. C.0.6” «U « *le» e« »®int of
vlea can be expoinded.

Will you tire this aatter yoar dae consideration and sdwiee
ae soon on what yea think of the above suggestion

Tours sincerely,
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I finfro) s/°icat> =

& 3 N /

».0. am 4088,
ANVON-0 ; 1*1* J«MU7tEtX954.
// Bryysfluk No. r _.... (o [
-1 U Gy by......T[‘l’*&.S..'O.*.E?...:.........
Deur ... e aaaaaa-

n K6 ¥-&* r*

Datum. ..l i

AMVTiM i

17918 w
Nibm <% d
1iUBn N Romi Bop* Ui, M mn ci N« PrlwhaH

TO «Mta will WM fO1ON e
a) HUUm | Bofort » Berlov of tfaa yollUM I

Offaailoetleeni Baeort to I- loie the following

Itaaei "HfhtInf IM Uttw,
INMh, Uiiioa With ether trgMliutloM

a) FIn—tlll Baport

4) Blaetloa of Xtwtny

_ - Th«lalUoil Im ttivt CMBItU# U MM UU|
11 itIMkid molAtloM for HMMMT{fIOI ttao noeting*

Tha 1«B*C. roqooito that roor Ration praparo a KK
to to OtfMLttad worwuy ot tha tfatlonal Connell Mjatlng on thi
atata of orgaalaatloo la yoer area. In addition will jrou sand
U roar molitlwn ao moo aa paasltla, aad notify ao of tha
Bl T~ Of telIMiUl M b will attand, whan they will arrlva and
abetter they will reqeire aeeoaeodatloa*

tMJ Infonwtien will assist ua to faelUUta
the arreogeaaete for tha aonforonoo.

Tom amoerely,
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