
ereas the CPSA upholds the right of freedom of conscience and specifically the right of all 
pcupje not to take up arms or be part of military structures on ethical as well as religious grounds; 
ImmrU A H ^  rT  deliberately excluded the nght of conscienUous objection on ethical 
of conscience non-religious conscientious objectors are denied the right to freedom

2' X!e,?hPSAJn keepin.f.with the mainline Christian tradition has never required of its
C ^ r ^ e^ P‘ a.PaC‘ St Sta"Ce- Whi‘e reCOgnism8 Pacifism as a vocation for some, the 
HW, J  u 3 JUSl' War dOCtrine (Article 37>' The Defence Amendment Act

,h exc,ud"  6 JUSt War traditlon as a valid basis for conscienUous objection and 
Anglicans ^   ̂ * “mVerSal pacifist P°sition- This excludes the vast majority of

3. Furthermore, contrary to the CPSA Resolution, the Defence Amendment Act fails to
^  SCrV,Ce accoDtable 1 0  conscientious objectors in that6 years service 

punitive and the 6 year prison sentence lor objectors who are not accepted by the Board is 
extremely narsh.

This Synod notes further that an Anglican priest has been appointed to the Board, and,
Therefore requests Episcopal Synod;

0 ) for Reirgfou^Objecdon ̂ ' " 8 * *  eth'Cal prinC'pleS ° f our Church as ^  aPP'v to the Board

(u) To approach as a matter of urgency, the Minister of Manpower and Defence requesting that 
the legislation be changed to

(a) comply with the ethical teaching of our Church;

(b) make provisions for alternative National Service to be under the auspices of the Church 
and/or Welfare organisations;

( 1 11) To make it clear to the Minister of Manpower and to our Church members that the CPSA does 
not want a permanent representative on this Board, and to take steps to ensure that the 
Principal Anglican Chaplain to the SADF resigns from the Board.

The Motion was carried by a two-thirds majority, 147-1.

Agendum 57 - ORDINATION O F WOMEN
That this Synod noting

( i) the passing by the Diocesan Synod of the Diocese of Namibia, with an overwhelming majority 
of a resolution approving the ordination of women to the priesthood, with the request that the 
sfmiUr adaption ^  mC'al Synod for their consideration and if it deems proper

(“) the resolution of the 1979 Provincial Synod requesting the Synod of Bishops, if and when they 
believe that the ume is right to do so, to call a further Commission at some future time to advise 
Provincial Synod about the theology and practical implications of the ordination of women to 
the priesthood and episcopate;

(a) Concurs with the view expressed by the Diocesan Synod of the Diocese of Namibia (voted 
on separately and LOST).

(b) Respectfully requests the Metropolitan to set a further Commission to consider the 
theology and practical implications of the ordination of women to the priesthood and

episcopate.

The Motion (b) (voted on separately from
in the House of Laity 
in the House of Clergy 
in the House of Bishops

Cadar. P.E.

(a)) was carried by a two-thirds majority 

37-15)
43-13) -  93-31. 
13-3)

Controversial Resolutions passed by PROVINCIAL SYNOD

Agendum 33 - MILITARY CHAPLAINS 

RESOLVES THAT

1. Chaplains should be seen as representatives of Christ and His Church, a n d  nr>t „ i ,

2. Chaplains should not carry arms.

5 Jisss* r°r »** "* “

7 *■  “ - U M « »

8. Chaplains should be directly responsible to the Bishops of the Diocese.
The Motion was passed in all three houses; 133-24.

Agendum 52 - SCHOOL CADETS
That this Synod noting; .

’■ S t i S  v a ,T e n° rlnal S0Ciety’ the practice *  cadete by some as having

2 Sac0Uce;PreSent SitUati0" °f ******** Civil there are P">found objections to this

a) Those involved are being indirectly prepared for service in the SADF-

Accordingly asks the Bishops

I. To do all in their power to discourage the practice of cadets at our Church schools.

2 ' KSSSSS?* "  C h a , r p e r s ° n s  o f  s c h o ° l cou»cils if there is an ongoing refusal t o  heed

3. To promote other forms of service to the community.

5. To provide parents with theological and pastoral reasons for this response.
The Motion was carried by a two-thirds majority, 128-11. *



W H E R E  W A S G O D ?
O ne newspaper, in a pathetic and ignorant criticism o f the C hurch, asked the question, 

“  W here was G od?” . I cannot believe that the writer o f that article was present a u h e  Synod 
— if he were he could not have asked such a facile question. The presence o f G od was very 
marked. T he unity in the Synod, black and white, lay and clerical, male and female, 
conservative and liberal, was amazing. Only over the one motion on C haplaincy was there 
discord. Indeed, o f all the Provincial Synods I have attended the spirit o f oneness in this 
Synod was m ore noticeable and real than in any other. People disagreed and differed 
w ithout rancour and m aintained an openness and acceptance of one another that witnessed 
to the presence of the Lord among us. I deliberately w ent around asking people for their 
opinion o f the Synod, particularly lay people. O ther than three or four all com m ented on 
the good sp irit

M IL IT A R Y  C H A P L A IN C Y
T he resolutions printed in this Searchlight are the full and correct wording o f the more 

'.;>nuoversial resolutions passed. The one on M ilitary C haplaincy in no way stops the 
m in i« :., of C haplains to the F orces — it places C haplains under the authority where all 
Anglican clergy should be, viz., the bishop of the D iocese; it provides for non-m ilitary 
uniforms so that, like C haplains in the W est G erm an Forces, they can be easily identified 
as priests and also as not being partisan in ministry; it m eans that C haplains will not be 
paid the high salaries o f colonels (as a t present) but as priests o f the Church. The particular 
C anon dealing with the C haplains to the F orces (C anon  32, paragraph 2) failed in the 
T hird R eading to  be amended. The am endm ent proposed would have made it a law o f the 
C hurch that no C haplains could minister in a diocese a t any time w ithout the perm ission o f 
the bishop o f that D iocese.

O T H E R  A G E N D A
O ther agenda that need to be taken n<;te o f are: the O rdination o f W om en (see 

elsewhere in this Searchlight); the removal of the rubric in the S. A. P rayer Book dealing 
with E aste r Offerings; the change in a Priest’s assent to the Thirty-N ine A rticles; the 
revision and im provem ent of C anons 23 and 40 dealing with the responsibilities o f parish 
priests and the pastoral discipline in parishes respectively; the Plan of U nion with 
M ethodists, Presbyterians and Congregationalists; Partners-in-M ission; and many more 
such agenda. D iscussion on the role o f a bishop, particularly in dioceses where there are 
areas as yet unreached with the G ospel, and the consequent responsibility o f priests and 
people to evangelize, reached a high level o f debate. Indeed, the level o f debate generally 
was o f  a high standard. A n im portant decision Synod m ade that could effect us was to 
allow  the Provincial T rusts Board to lend money to D ioceses so that these D ioceses can 
lend m oney to parishes for building purposes. O ur own D iocesan T rusts Board will look 
into this.

T here is a lot more than can be said about Provincial Synod. A  sum m arised over-view 
o f the. Synod by all our representatives will be given to our D iocesan Synod a t the 
b e g i n n i n g  o f Septem ber and a report-back meeting will take place on 7 A ugust a t 7:45 pm 
in St. M ary’s Hall, S t  M ary’s Terrace.

P O L IT IC A L  M U R D E R
It was with horror that we learned o f the macabre murders o f four well-known highly 

respected men — M atthew  G oniw e, F o rt C alata  (a  grandson o f a former priest o f this

Agendum 53 - CIVIL CONFLICT
That this Synod conscious of the escalating civil conflict in our land notes with grave concern:—
1. The ongoing institutional violence perpetrated against the disenfranchised people of South Africa 

as manifested for example in the diabolical resettlement policy, the migratory labour system, the 
denationalization of the majority of this country’s citizens, and laws which allow for indefinite 
detention and interrogation:

2. The increasingly central role which the SADF plays in upholding these unjust and cruel 
structures:
a) in the National Security Council which plays a vital part in evolving and furthering govern
ment policy.
b) in enforcing policy through its presence and activities in the Black townships,

3. That the SADF is increasingly being used to support the cause of apartheid, declared by our 
Church to be “ totally unChristian, evil and a heresy”  and hence unjust;

4. The crisis of conscience this poses for young Anglicans conscripted to serve in the SADF and so 
fight for an unjust cause;

and consequently requests our Synod of Bishops to give a pastoral lead and assistance to both parents 
and their sons as they seek God’s will for them in this matter.
The Motion (as amended) was carried by a two-thirds majority, 147-8.

Agendum 54 - CALL TO END CONSCRIPTION

That this Synod noting that
1. concerning the war in Namibia, the statements made by our Church leaders confirm that the 

vast majority of the people of Namibia regard the South African Administration and the South 
African Defence Force as an unwanted oppressive occupying power in their land;

2. concerning the conflict in South Africa itself, our previous Provincial Synod has stated that “ the 
essential nature of the conflict stems from the determination to maintain by force a structure of 
society in which the majority of the people of the land suffer gross oppression and exploitation” . 
The continuing violence being done to people through the policy of forced removals and 
relocations serves to further confirm this view.

Believing that — __ _
people should never be compelled against their consciences to participate in military 
structures;
a) Calls upon the Government in South Africa to widen the grounds for conscientious objection 

by basing these on ethical, not only religious criteria and specifically to include selective 
objections. ,

b) Gives its general support to the End Conscription Campaign.

The Motion (as amended) was put and
Carried in the House of Laity 57-5)

in the House of Clergy 74-1) a two-thirds majority,
in the House of Bishops 19-0) 150-6.

Agendum 55 - CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION
That this Synod notes that the Defence Amendment Act of 1983 fails in important respects to fulfill 
the request of this Synod as expressed in Resolution 25 of the Provincial Synod of 1982.
Believes that this Act, while allowing for conscientious objection by a narrowly defined category of 
religious pacifists, is crucially at variance with the principles of the CPSA Resolution in the 
following ways:
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