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G I V E  O U R  S O N S  A C H O I C E

dl-los'
M o t h e r s  f r o m  C a D e  Town, D u r b a n  a n d  J o h a n n e s b u r g  n a v e  p u t  t h e i r  n a m e s  t o  a 

s t a t e m e n t  u r g i n g  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  " c o n s t r u c t i v e  n o n - p u n i t i v e  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  o b l i g a t o r y  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e " .

T h e  w o m e n  h a v e  a c t e d  in t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  it is t i m e  t h a t  t h e  a d u l t  
g e n e r a t i o n  a s s u m e s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s e e k i n g  c o n s t r u c t i v e  o p t i o n s  f o r  
t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  m o r a l  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  s e r v i n g  in t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  D e f e n c e  

F o r c e .

T h i s  p u b l i c  d e c l a r a t i o n  b y  t h e s e  m o t h e r s ,  r e l e a s e d  t o  t h e  P r e s s  o n  T u e s d a y  
7 F e b r u a r y  1989, is in p a r t  a t r o u b l e d  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  h e a v y  jail t e r m s  
m e t e d  o u t  t o  o b j e c t o r s  I v a n  T h o m s .  D a v i d  B r u c e  a n d  C h a r l e s  B e s t e r .  It 
c o m e s  in t h e  w a k e  o f  l a s t  y e a r ' s  d e c l a r a t i o n  by 143 c o n s c r i p t s  t h a t  t h e y  
w o u l d  f a c e  jail r a t h e r  t h a n  p e r f o r m  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .

T h e s e  e v e n t s  p u b l i c a l l y  s i g n a l l e d  t h e  w e i g h t  of t h e  d e c i s i o n s  t a k e n  by 
y o u n g  m e n  - s o m e  s t i l l  in t h e i r  t e e n s  - a n d  o f  t h e  c o m p l e t e  a b s e n c e  of 
c r e a t i v e  o p t i o n s  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  r e f u s e  t o  s e r v e  in t h e  S A D F  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
r e g a r d  a p a r t h e i d  a s  i n d e f e n s i b l e .  M a n y  m o t h e r s  h a d  lo n g  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h i s  
d i l e m m a  a s  a p r i v a t e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  u n i t y  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  
A n d  it is s u c h  w o m e n  w h o  h a v e  p u t  t h e i r  n a m e s  t o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t .

T h e y  a r e  w o m e n  f r o m  all w a l k s  o f  l i f e  - w o r k i n g  w o m e n  a n d  h o u s e w i v e s ;  
p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  w o r l d  o f  b u s i n e s s  as w e l l  a s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w o m e n .  T h e  
g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  371 c o m e  f r o m  t h e  a r e a s  in a n d  a r o u n d  J o h a n n e s b u r g . c o p i e s  
o f  t h e s e  s i g n a t u r e s  a r e  e n c l o s e d .  S o m e  o f  t h e  s i g n a t o r i e s  p r e s e n t l y  h a v e  
s o n s  in t h e  army: o t h e r s  h a v e  s o n s  w h o  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r  s e r v i c e ;  a n d  
o t h e r s  h a v e  c h i l d r e n  w h o  f a c e  t h e  c a l l - u p  in y e a r s  t o  c o m e .

i T h e y  s p e a k  o u t  in c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  m a n y  o t h e r  m o t h e r s  s h a r e  t h e i r  c o n c e r n  
'..that :

T h e r e  s h o u l d  be f o r m s  o f  n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  w h i c h  e n a b l e  y o u n g  m e n  t o  f u l f i l  
t h e  v a l u e s  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  l e a r n e d  in t h e i r  h o mes, r a t h e r  t h a n  d e n y  t h e s e  

p r i n c i p l e s .

T h e r e  s h o u l d  be s e r v i c e  o p t i o n s  w h i c h  d e f u s e  r a c i a l  p o l a r i s a t i o n  a n d  m a k e  
m e a n i n g f u l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o w a r d s  b u i l d i n g  a c o m m o n ,  n o n - r a c i a l  s o c i e t y .

T h e r e  s h o u l d  be o p t i o n s  w h i c h  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w i l l  
c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  t a l e n t s  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n a l  g o o d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
a b a n d o n  t h e  c o u n t r y  in w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  r e a r e d .

T h e r e  s h o u l d  be o p t i o n s  s o  t h a t  f a m i l i e s  a r e  net t o r n  a p a r t  b y  e x i l e  or 
t h e  S D e c t r e  o f  jail.

T h e  s t a t e m e n t  t o  w h i c h  h u n d r e d s  o f  w o m e n  h a v e  p u t  t h e i r  n a m e s  in r e c e n t  
w e e k s  is not a p e t i t i o n .  It w i l l  not be s e n t  a s  a n  a p p e a l  t o  a n y o n e  in 
a u t h o r i t y  or t o  p a r t i c u l a r  o p p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  a p a r t h e i d  s y s t e m .

It is i n t e n d e d  as a s i g n a l  to o u r  y o u t h  t h a t  w e  h a v e  not a b a n d o n e d  t o  t h e m  
t h e  e n t i r e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w a r  a n d  p e a c e  in S o u t h  A f r i c a .  A n d  it is a n  a p p e a l  
t o  w o m e n  : T h e  d e m a n d  f o r  a c h a n g e  in t h e  law is a l e g i t i m a t e  c o u r s e  of 
a c t i o n .  It c a n  o n l y  be w o n  by r e s p o n s i b l e  a n d  u n i t e d  a c t i o n  b y  t h o s e

t r u l y  c o n c e r n e d .  T h e  s i g n a t o r i e s  b e l i e v e  m o t h e r s  h a v e  t h e  c a p a c i t y  for 
s u c h  a c t i o n  a n d  t h a t  theij- s t a t e m e n t  is j u s t  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  in a p r o c e c =

W o m e n  w h o  a r e  a n x i o u s  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  " g i v i n g  o u r  s o n s  a c h o i c e "  a r e  i n v i t e d  
t o  do s o  o n  W e d n e s d a y  h a r c h  8 - I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W o m e n s  Dav. A g a t h e r i n g  

v w i l l  be o r g a n i s e d  in J o h a n n e s b u r g . D e t a i l s  w i l l  a p c e a r  in t h e  d ' p = 5
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For mothers around the country the bi-annual call up once 

again highlights the moral dilemna of young men drafted 

into the SADF

Many young men wish to serve their country but question 

the role of the SADF. They ask whether the SADF presence 

in the townships and beyond our borders is defending 

the country they love or the system of apartheid, which 

they find indefensible. For others, the whole concept of bearing 

arms is abhorrent. We share their anguish and stand in support 

of them. We call for constructive, non-punitive alternatives 

to obligatory military service..

We are deeply aware of the traumatic effect military, service has 

on young men. For many of whom there is little real option but 

to serve in the SADF. The appalling choices are a six year prison 

sentence, voluntary exile or the twilight world of avoidance.

If they are religious pacifisms they face a punishing six years of 

go-called community servioe, often in meaningless jobs not 

necessarily utilising their skills. We support them all 

whatever their decision.

Instead of our young men being embroiled in moral conflict, 

civil strife, fear and violence we want them to have the choice 

of serving in other ways.- Without this choice South Africa loses 

their skills and contribution to a free, open and peaceful future 

for all.

We cannot afford this loss.
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