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France is on the verge of bankruptcy. Only West Germany is ex­

uberantly produotive. She is the largest creditor and 
Britain the largest debtor in the European Payments Union.
With the shrunken world market, West Germany's phenomenal 
productivity can only aggravate matters, firstly for her 
capitalist contemporaries and finally for herself.

One would have imagined that South Africa would have attempted
to insulate herself against the effects of a world depress­
ion. But the Government's fiscal policy instead of raising 
higher tariff barriers and increasing import control to pre­
vent dumping of foreign goods on the South African market, 
in fact makes provision for the relaxation of import control.
This must aggravate the difficulties of South African indust>' 
ry which cannot as yet compete with overseas produotion, and 
result in increosing unemployment. While this is in the in­
terests of gold mining magnates, who thrive during depress­
ions owing to increased investment in gold, it must lead to 
a depression in the living standards of the people.

What South Africa needs is the removal of all restrictions on the 
movement of labour, sc that it may integrate itself complete­
ly in the more productive 'secondary' industries. Also ef­
fective protection again3t foreign competition as a means of 
promoting expansion and development. There is also a need for 
a powerful labour movement in the country to ensure a corres­
ponding increase in the wage standards of the workers and 
thereby ensuring also the progressive modernisation of South 
Africa's productive machine. Such measures would not only in­
sulate South Africa from the effects of world depression, but 
allow her to thrive under it.

—  By a Political Correspondent 
VOL. 2 —  NO. 4
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SOCIAL REVOLUTION AND AUTOMATION

ACCORDING TO THE JULY »"IANUIACTUPER' , 14 WORTHIES IN AMERICA NOW PRO­
DUCE 90; OF ALL GLASS LIGHT BULBS USED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
NOT ONLY THIS,THEY PRODUCE ALSO ALL THE GLASS TUBES IN TELEVISION 
(EXCEPT PICTURE TUBES) AND RADIO. THE 14 MEN OPERATE AUTOMATIC GLASS 
BLOWING MACHINES.

LESS AND LESS 
PRODUCE MORE AND MORE
In the United States Ford 

Cleveland plant one man now runs 
a transfer machine whioh performs 
more than 500 machine operations.
"Conventional methods required 35 
to 75 men." Whereas 400 workers 
before took 40 minutes to turn 
out an engine block, 48 now take 
less than 20 minutes.

The U.S.S.R. has automatic 
machinery which produces alumini­
um pistons for heavy truck engines. 
"No human hand intervenes through­
out the process and even waste 
toetal is removed from machines 
automatically." These are only 
some of the wonders that automat­

ically controlled automatic machines 
3an perform.

POVERTY OF WEALTH
Apparently the rapid change from 

conventional means of production to 
automation is feared by workers in 
"Western" countries. They are quite 
sure that the immediate and widespread 
application of automation will for some 
time at least create conditions of the 

most terrible unemployment. According 
to current opinion the U.S.S.R., whose 
industries are nationalised and state 
controlled, does not face the same pro­
blem. Production there is not for pro­
fit. A "reserve army of unemployed" is 
therefore, not required to keep down 
labour costs.

* __ *
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PUBLIC OWNERSHIP

While it is generally recogni­
sed that automation will revolutim- 
ise society and crcate undreamt of 
wealth, labour leaders in both A- 
merica and England, aware that au­
tomation can immediately be used 
against the workers, have demanded 
that they be given a share in the 
fruits of automation through short­
er working hours and higher wages. 
Walter Reuther' in America and other 
trade unionists in England have al­
so demanded that those industries 
in which the application of auto­
mation will cause unemployment must 
change from private to public own­
ership. It is felt too that In­
dustry should bear a large part of 
the cost of re-training workers to 
enable them to cope with the new 
automatic techniques.

C Q / V 77.
S. A. AND AUTOMATION

Because South Africa is less de­
veloped industrially than other "West­
ern countries" the workers by and laige 
will not resist the application of au­
tomation. It is felt, therefore, that 
if the Colour Bar were removed so as 
to enable Industry to develop as ra­
pidly as possible the workers could be 
trained almost overnight to handle the 
new automatic equipment. With adequate 
facilities for the training of the ne­
cessary electricians, technicians and 
scientists South Africa could be trans­
formed into a great modern industrial 
nation within a few years. That the 
Colour Bar is not removed to enable 
such a development is explained in 
terms of the Gold Mines1 need for 
cheap pauperised labour which apart­
heid provides.
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RACIALISM

OUR BPTH REH T
How muoh longer will intelligent young South Africans 

whom the racialist rulers classify as "Natives", 
"Kaffirs" or "Africans" allow themselves to be 
deceived by "Coloured" and "White" racialists 
with fake unities of the "Non-European" brand, 
the multi-racial brand or even the Congress 
brand? This capitulation to the ideas of racial 
separation is intended in the last analysis to 
defend racial privilege and semi-privilege against 
the aspirations nf the majority of the nation.

Some signs I have noted with great hopefulness of a new 
spirit among spokesmen of The Society of Young 
Africa are as yet too inchoate and inartioulate. 
Time is running short. It is necessary now that 
we stand ou our manhood and our dignity and wipe 
out once and for all the humiliating position in­
to whioh we are put by "liberatory" racialists.
If we fail to do sof some of the best of our youth 
may turn in desperation to "Black" racialism.

It is imperative therefore, that the new Wave of indig­
nation against "Coloured", "Indian" and "White" 
raoialism should be based on a truly South African 
consoiousness and not a "Native", "Kaffir" or "Af­
rican" point of view. For it is only fitting that 
those who are the majority of our nation should de­
velop the confidence and consciousness to think as 
South Africans. Only thus can we rise to our full 
stature in the land of our birth.

— Christopher MDA
VOL.2 -NO.9

7.10.1957
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THE CAPE ARGUS Editorial article, last Thursday, 

dealt at length with the necessity of 
"White" South Africa gaining "Coloureds" 
as "Allies". The question to be asked 
iss are "Whites" at war with "Blacks"?

This open encouragement of a political mentality 
based on the idea of civil war along ra­
cial lines is an unintelligent and dan­
gerous pastime. Mr. Baartraan might well 
asks Is this not stirring up racial ha­
tred with a vengeance?

Baartman was prosecuted and fined but the Chamber 
of Mines Press, like the Nationalists, 
need not fear prosecution. They are 
above their own laws.

VOL.2 — No.12
20.11.1957
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"IP A MAN TODAY IS A RACIALIST HE IS NOT A LOYAL SOUTH AFRICAN, AND A 
MAN WHO OPENLY PREACHES RACIALISM IS A DANCER TO THE COUNTRY," SAID 
MR. DE VRIES, A CAPE TOWN REGIONAL COURT MAGISTRATE, RECENTLY.

He found Ben Baartman guilty of making a speech 
on the Grand Parade on February 10th "with intent 
to promote a feeling of hostility between Natives 
and Europeans",

ers of the Nationalist Cabinet 
others who advocate racialism 
also prosecuted."
He felt that this would do 

much to eradicate the disease 
of racialism which infected 
every ruling council and insti­
tution in the country.
The question was also being 

asked that if there was no pro­
secutor with the courage to un­
dertake such a prosecution, 
whether there was a single law­
yer or advocate in South Africa 
who would institute a private 
prosecution against a member of 
tnn ruling class who preached or 
advocated racialism,
rhe impression was gaining ground 
"our lawyers and advocEjfces axe more 

d by their fear of ifche wrath of 
government than by their proper 
rest •— • the maintenance of justice.!'

VOL.2 —  No.6
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^LIBEHRL" RRORU&n
Senator Rubin of the "anti-racial? Liberal Party, walked out of 

the Senate with the rest of "the opposition" in protest 
against Nationalist Senator II.A. de Ridder's refusal to 
apologise for allegedly having implied that U.P. Senator 
Conradieftdnforefathers were black.

Does this mean that Native Representative Rubin considers it de­
grading and shameful to have "black blood" in one's vein£? 
Those who work Native Representation cannot really have 
any other attitude. —  Christopher MDA , VOL,2-NO.12

20.11.1957

A VICTIM OF RACIALISM
Among anti-racialists it was 

felt that if Baartman had really 
preached raoialism, they would have 
to agree with De Vries' judgement.
It was a fair judgement.

However, in view of the fact 
that racialism was openly preach­
ed by the highest_government re­
presentatives, Baartman should 
have been cautioned and dis­
charged and not fined.
It was pointed out that Baart­

man was a victim of ruling olass 
racialism,

"His racialism is but a prc+esT 
against the racialism of the rulers," 
it was said,

PROSECUTE RACIALISTS
An executive member of the 

Heatherley Civic Association, Lana- 
downe, said "It is high time that the

memb
and
were
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"ONLY COMPLETE DEMOCRACY CAN SAVE SOUTH AFRICA FROM RACIAL WAR. THE POLICY 
OF APARTHEID WHICH DIVIDES THE NATION INTO ’AFRICAN', 'WHITE', 'COLOURED'
AND 'INDIAN' MUST INEVITABLY LEAD NOT ONLY TO STRIFE AMONG THE PEOPLE IN 
THE VARIOUS 'RACIAL' DIVISIONS THEMSELVES, BUT TO BITTER STRUGGLES BETWEEN 
ONE SO-CALLED RACIAL GROUP AND ANOTHER," SAID MR. JOSEPH MOC-ALI, A JOHANNES­
BURG STUDENT, IN A STATEMENT TO 'THE CITIZEN' ON THE RECENT HAND "TRIBAL" 
WARS IN WHICH 40 PEOPLE ./ERE KILLED AND OVER 100 INJURED.

RULERS CREATE DIVISION
He said that if the people do 

not struggle against Apartheiditey 
will turn in upon themselves.

"The ruling class knows this, 
therefore, to maintain itself 
it constantly recreates divi­
sions amongst the people."
Even the daily press, which 

belonged to the Chamber of Mines 
in whose interests Apartheid was 
created, had to admit that the 
faction fights were a reflection 
of a "malignant illness in the bo­
dy politic", that is, Apartheid.

"The CAPE TIMES editorial of 
September 20th blames the nation­
alist Government for the riots. 
They admit that they are a !lreact- 
ion to the frustration1 caused by 
'our economic and political sys­
tem'. They go further and say?

'Has the migrant labour sys­
tem with its dislocation of 
family life, its imposition 
of an unnatural separation of 
the sexes, and its by-product 
of juvenile delinquinoy, not 
helped to create a situation 
in which violence is always 
imminent?'
"However, what this paper falls 

to mention is that this policy 
serves the Chamber of Mines who 
dominates this country and whose 
needs result in such a state of 
affairs."

ETHNIC GROUPING
Mr. Mogali held that the riots 

had nothing to do with "inter­
tribal" warfare.

"That period of South Afri­
can history is gone forever. 
More than a hundred years of 
capitalism has completely de­
stroyed 'tribalism. The fact­
ion fights are directly the 
result of Apartheid."

To satisfy the need of the mines for 
cheap labour workers were rounded up by 
the Chamber of Mines recruiting agencies, 
brought to the Native Labour Association 
and then arbitrarily and forcibly divi­
ded into so-called "ethnio groups".

"They are then sent to the various 
mines and farms where they are rigidly 
separated as Zulus, Shangaans, Sothos 
and so forth.

SOCIAL FRUSTRATION
"Not only is a 'tribal* psychology 

constantly recreated by these divisions 
in the compounds and more recently in 
the schools and locations —  Daveytown 
location in Benoni for example —  but 
there are al?o wide social differences 
among the people, between those in the 
reserves and those who have grown up in 
the towns.

"These differences are maintained
by the different labour needs of
Secondary Industry and Mining.
Sncbbery is also rife."
He felt that it was surprising that 

with the frustration which location and 
migrant labour life gave rise to, all 
the abuses and daily indignities heaped 
upon the heads of the people by Apart­
heid, that there were not more and more 
widespread riots.

"Such an environment gives rise to 
large numbers of delinquents and crimi­
nals. Having no police protection the 
people take the law into their own hands 
which often leads to rioting."

"There is only one alternative to 
democracy in South Africa, and that is 
a protracted, blocdy and wasteful raci­
al war involving the whole South Afri­
can nation," he said.

VOL.2 —  NO.9 
7. 10.1957

~C£OL.W /JM S M ) M M  AQSENBER6
One is left with a sickening feeling when thinking of Ceoil Williams pro­

ducing a t>lay on Jewish life in the Hofmeyr Theatre which follows the racial 
ideas of Herr Rosenberg the Nazi theoretician by refusing admittance to 
"lesser breeds". Williams' crime is the more unsavoury since the terrible 
deeds done against the Jews in the name of racial superiority are still so 
fresh in our memories. Je are happy to report that Cecil Williams did not 
carry out his plan for a. soup kite?-n performance at Zonnebloem College.*— *



THE GROUP AREAS AM) LOCATIONS SYSTEMS

FIGHTING 1H£ UJmfflM SYSTEM
In spite of all the brave woids 

our whole nation stands helpless 
before the abominations and iniqui­
ties of the pernicious location 
system. This devillisli device 
brought forth from the dens of bra­
zen political criminality seeks to 
perpetuate the world of paiipers and 
pariahs created by the Cold Mining 
Industry and its political hirelings 
for the enrichment of foreign ca­
pitalist exploiters. It began its 
vile career with various "native" 
Land Acts, and went over into se­
veral "Asiatic" Land Tenure Laws. 
Now we have before us this most 
perfect of the series of monstrous 
pieces of legislative iniquity, the 
Group Areas Act.

At this stage in the historic­
al development of South Africa when 
the objective evolution of capital­
ism imperiously demands a nerd? ess 
scrapping of all the old racialist 
junk to ensure its own progress, 
all the progressive forces should 
now have been lining up to put an 
end to all the old locations, not 
standing helpless before the night­
marish efforts of lawgiver DBnges. 
Under the circumstances one wonders 
how even a racialist madman could 
have conceived such a fantastic 
piece of legal iniquity.

And yet it is being perpetrat­
ed. And the doers of the deed are 
assured that they will got away 
with it. The question iss whence 
arises this confidence? The ans­
wer is clears the politicals and 
intellectuals of almost the entire

nation have become prisoners to the i- 
| deas of racial separatism, have come to 
1 accept the division of the nation into 
: racially antagonistic camps. On all 
sides we have blind acceptance of the 
racial classifications; open in the i- 
deas of Baasskap and in the ideas of 
Non-Europeanism, faintly disguised in 
the concept of multi-racialism. On all 
sides we have the voluntary acceptance 
of apartheid even by those who are deep- 
1 y humiliated by it. And how can those 
who accept apartheid voluntarily, fight 
that apartheid which has all the coer­
cive powers of the state to make itself 
effective?

It is clear that the defeat of the 
Locations System, like the defeat of 
all apartheid and racial discrimination, 
depends on a radical transformation of 
the whole mode of thought of the lead- 

i ers of the people. And the first con- 
' dition for this is the complete reject- 
I ion of all '’racial" thinking or think- 
! ing with one’s blood, and an ideologi- 
j cal war against the volxmtary accept­
ance of apartheid.

Only on such a basis will we be a- 
nie to put an end not only to the dia­
bolical devices of the nightmarish 
DBnges but also those of his more hypo­
critical but no less cynical predecess­
ors who prate of voluntary apartheid 
but conceived the Native Land Acts and 
the Asiatic Land Tenure Acts.

Editorial 
VOL.2 —  NO.7 
31. 7. 1957

COONJL fio m i] SCHm£S
"THE SO-CALLED HOUSING SUBSIDY IS ! 
AND IS VjlRY PROFITABLY INVESTED IN 
INTERVIEWED BY 'THE CITIZEN'.

"Contrary to popular opinion., 
Council housing schemes today are 
not sub-economic."

The City Council was profiteer­
ing on the acute shortage oi houses. 
She knew for a fact tbatbaisoD were ren­
ted at a profit to those who earned 
a living v/age and that tne poor 
were neglected.

CECIL WILLIAMS AFP.../COKT.
Is it not high time that an end 
was put to this immoral and un­
principled acceptance of racial 
discrimination by those who ima­
gine themselves to be democrats 
and even socialists?

--  Christopher MDA
VOL.2-NO.4 --- 22.4.19^7

uINC- CTSED AS CAPITAL BY THE CITY COUNCIL 
0T7SIF SCHEMES," SAID A SOCIAL WORKER

TOLD TO LEAVE
''Those who are earning three to four 

pounds a weolt are being told to leave the 
1betcer bui]t houses in schemes nearer 
|Town and are being pushed into houses 
■ far from their places of work.

"This is being done so that better 
houses neater Town can be let to those 
who can afford to pay more."

As there were insufficient houses 
for those who were being shifted further 
out, occupants of houses in such areas 
were being evicted on the slightest pre- 
'‘text to make way for newcomers,

PEOPLE DEGRADED
"Detailed records are kept of resi­

dents' personal lives and people are en­
couraged to report one another's misdeeds
! to housing managers. *— *



COUNCIL HOUSING
"In this way evictions are justified on information 

collected," she said.
Fear of losing their homes caused many to indulge 

in that degrading practice so as to be on good terms 
with their housing managers.

LOCATIONS Al'TD GROUP AREASW  *
A member of a civic association felt that unless the 

whole system of locations and group areas areas was abol­
ished and the working people housed in homes near the 
towns, the housing problem would never be solved.

VOL.2 —  N0.1
7. 2. 1957

SQV£RRG£ REPUBLIC
BONGES & CO, passed the Group Areas Act "to clean 

up the cities", as they boorishly expressed 
themselves. It has been said that the Boers 
were the only people in Africa who ever made 
slaves of their own flesh and blood. However 
that may be the Nationalists must be the only 
people in the world who have been brought 
round to regard their own people as filth, if 
one exoludes the vile Hindu system of un- 
touchability.

Knowing the inhuman contempt DOnges & Co. have for 
the people it is not surprising that they 
have conceived of an area around the Athlonc 
Sewerage works for the realisation of the po­
litical and social aspirations of the over­
whelming majority of the citizens of Oape 
Town, But they are living in a fool’s parable-* 
if they imagine that this sewerage republic 
can buy off the democratic aspirations of a 
million and a half people who are now demanding 
nothing less than full, free and equal partici­
pation by every citizen in the economic, cul­
tural, political and social life of the whole 
nation.

This monkey business of the Government of All the
Talents is as good a measure of their in tel*, 
lectual limitations as of their unseemly arro­
gance and impudence,

Christopher M M
VOL.2 —  NO.8

17.6.1957

'm m rn o u r T im s  GCffrs..
PEOPLE are paying highly inflated prices 

for land in "Coloured" group areas, as recent 
public findings reveal, through sheer desperation.
This is the result of the propaganda of "non- 
Europeanism" whioh has done nothing to destroy the 
apartheid thinking of the people, but has rather 
entrenched their ideas of being trespassers in 
the cities or "White areas".

It is not surprising therefore, that pro­
minent advocates of "non-Europeanism" are to be 
found in the forefront of the panicky exodus to 
the locations. If the workers are going under 
compulsion, these papbroek "intellectuals" are 
going voluntarily in the vain hope of finding
safety and security. « . . .  ,J Christopher MBA

VOL.2 —  NO.8



CMC BCjnvai TffiDCRS fEJECT
ffTHLONC CROUP ffRER

JTHSGMNOS OVEP, AUnOURS TO enSH/M
AT A MEETING CALLED BY THE HEATHERLEY CIVIC ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE, A RESO 
LUTION WAS PASSED REJECTING THE LATEST PROCLAI,LOTION OF GROUP AREAS IN THE 
CAPE PENINSULA. THE RESOLUTION, WHICH WAS SUPPORTED BY THE ATHLONE, CRAW 
FORD AND DISTRICT TRADERS' ASSOCIATION, TOTALLY REJECTED "APARTHEID IN 
ANY FORM".

"AS SOUTH AFRICANS"
"The only way to fight this Act is to regard ourselves 

as South Africans who have the right to live anywhere in the 
land of our birth. We cannot fight against Group Areas as 
'Coloureds' or 'non-Europeans'," said an executive member.

Two young delegates of the Traders' Association ex­
pressed full agreement with this point of views "The old 
way of approaching these problems must gos we can never hope 
to win if we approach this struggle as Indians."

The Traders' secretary added that it was equally dan­
gerous to approach the struggle purely as traders.

"CASHING IN"
The Chairman of the Traders' Association expressed 

grave misgivings over rumours circulating in Athlone that 
"Coloured businessmen" in the area were preparing to stab 
in the back those whom the Group Areas'Board intended moving 
to the 'Indian Area' in Rylands Estate, by 'cashing in* on 
their misery.

He said that it was rumoured that Companies to start 
'Coloureds Only' bus services and to take over the business­
es of disqualified businessmen in the area were now being 
floated,

"The traders hate the laws that degrade the oppressed 
people and fully identify themselves with their struggle," 
he said.

"NON-EUROPEAN" UNITY
A suggestion by a visitor that, "perhaps it would not 

be such a bad thing after all to group all non-Europeans in 
one area in the best interests of non-European unity", was 
sharply attacked by the secretary of the Civic and others 
from the floor. It was pointed out that this was, in fact, 
accepting Apartheid and begging for its application. And 
that only "European" and "non-European1' racialists would 
see nothing wrong in such an idea.

"We cannot fight this Act by accepting non-Europeanism," 
added a Civic executive member.

THE RESOLUTION
The resolution passed at the meeting points out that 

the purpose of the Group Aieas Act is "to divide and separate 
the South African Nation and so cause racial strife and host­
ility and retard all progress and development."

The resolution commits the organisation to "enoourage 
the formation of residents' organisations" to take up the 
struggle against Group Areas" and also that as the Aot can­
not be put into effect without the consent of the people —
"we will not consent nor degrade ourselves by applying for 
any Group Area whatsoever."

VOL. 2 — NO, 7
31.7.1957



ACCEPTANCE OF RACIAL STATUS

P
At a recent oonference in Cape Town Mr. W.P. van 

Schoor made a demand for the abolition of the Colour 
Bar in education. With that demand we are in complete 
agreements the realisation of the social, economic and 
cultural potentialities of the South Afrioan nation 
cannot be achieved without the abolition of racial se­
gregation.

But Mr. van Sohoor will not carry the necessary 
conviction while he speaks from a position in direct 
contradiction to the demand he is making. He demands 
the abolition of racial status but he does so from the 
standpoint of "Cape Coloured nationalism". He speaks 
as a "Coloured" for and on behalf of the "Coloureds".
He takes up a position in educational politics which 
entrenches the very system and consciousness of racial 
status which the struggle against the Colour Bar seeks 
to abolish.

Can Mr. van Schoor and his associates be either 
serious or sincere in their'"demands " for the abolition 
of racial statr.p in state institutions like schools 
while they maintain a rigid racial kraaling system in 
their voluntary organisations of parents, teachers and 
the like?

Until the South African nation can produce an in­
telligentsia which has the education and culture and 
sophistication to think of themselves as South Africans, 
irrespective of their racial origins, and not as "Euro­
peans", "non-Europeans", "Coloureds", "Indians" or "Na­
tives", it will lack a leadership ideologically fit to 
inaugurate the new democratic society we are struggling 
for.

Meanwhile we are sure that those who have not yet 
shed their apartheid "racial" consciousness are not able 
to wage a genuine struggle against the system of "racial" 
status and will only succeed in entrenching the kraal 
mentality which is the greatest obstacle in the progress 
of the nation.

Editorial 
Y0L.2 —  N0.1 

7- 2. 1957

SELF- m W m O Q j SKEPS£LS
".....there is a need to teach more in the schools about 

the Coloured folk with whom the future citizens of 
South Africa have to live," concluded "A Coloured 
Correspondent’1 complaining to THE CAPE ARGUS (Aug.
22, 1957) that "White people do not understandt^xe Co­
loured community".

"Coloured Correspondent" and the whole rash of self-
styled "Coloured leaders" would it seems, be ready 
to commit suicide to end the continual source of 
"embarrassment" they feel their existence must be 
to "the citizens of South Africa".

The cancer of apartheid thinking has sc rotted away their 
brains and spine3 that they can only whine to the 
"witbaas" to reconcile himself to the presence in 
South Africa of self-acknowledged inferiors, skep- 
sels and pariahs.

Christopher MDA 
VOL.2 —  NO.8



There seema to be no limit to the impudence 
of the political zombies of the NEW’AGE. On 
September 12th, they give front-page headlines 
to "Coloureds must defend their status". This 
contemptible capitulation to "White" racialism 
they put into the mouths of the "Coloured" lack­
ey Organisation, the SACPO. The cynicism and 
cheek of itj To call upon people to defend a 
subordinate and degraded status!. Only racial­
ist cynics of the type who tried to pass off a 
murderous brute like the late Joseph Stalin as 
a Prince of Peace, and the rape of Hungary as a 
triumph of Socialism could be capable of such 
an ignominious directive to people striving for 
liberty, equality and fraternity against the un­
bearable "Coloured" status!

Christopher MDA 
VOL.2 —  No.9

7.10.1957

Im v jm  im  ~caom sm
ONE OP the more obvious insults to the mass of our people 

is that most decent places of entertainment are re­
served for "Whites" of all sorts. Apart from the 
case of Abrahamse and Others against the City Coun­
cil, this insult seems to be accepted as a law of 
nature. Certainly people who accept themselves as 
inferiors —  "non-citizens" is the new term —  can­
not think of themselves as fit for social equality 
with the "Herrenvolk" as they stupidly term their 
"White" fellow-countrymen,

THE WORK of breaking down this insult is being left to 
foreigners, and entertainment speculators anxious 
to increase their clientele. But what is needed 
is a mass movement of the people for an organised 
boycott of all segregated places of entertainment.
Such work can obviously only be done by citizens 
conscious of the insult of the existing position 
and not by "non-citizens" happy and proud in their 
residential, scholastic, political and journalistic 
locations

OUR FIRST task therefore is to break down the "non­
citizen" mentality which is only a new name for 
the o]d Jim Crow or Coon mentality.

Christopher MDA 
VOL.2 —  No.10

21,10.1957

"On Monday, February 18, a Bloemfontein leader
of the Native bus boycott movement was arrested,

"On Wednesday, February 22, an African man,
Wellington Mlielcwa, appeared at a preparatory ex­
amination , (our emphasis).

from THE TORCH, 
Maaroh 5 ,1957.



VOLUNTARY DEGRADATION

fUVT£RS PMJ PmCIPLSS
A major disgrace of our movement is that so many 

people who make a practice of accepting segregation at 
places of amusement can still strut around as democra­
tic leaders. At that vile racialist institution, the 
racecourse, it is often possible to call a nearly full 
executive meeting of an organisation which has the im­
pudence to describe itself as democratic and liberatoiy 
Have these people no political self-respect?

According to Cllr. East he often crosses from the 
members' stand to talk to Cllr. Deane and Cllr. Viljoen. 
Are we to take it that Cllr. Viljoen, Chairman of the 
Anti-Cad (the "Coloured" gangplank to the lifeboats of 
"Non-European unity") accepts the vile insult against 
the majority of the people, the segregated "Native" 
stand? Or is he only building gangplanks there?
Even so, do these Councillors not feel humiliated when 
they voluntarily and for pleasure frequent a racecourse 
where they themselves are debarred from all the ameni­
ties?

Perhaps the inimitable Mr. Jaffe or the versatile 
Mr. Kies or Holy ’./illfe ma;y now be induced to break their 
undignified silences. In any event I am not surprised 
at the contempt of pooh-bahs like Sonnenberg and East for 
the leaders of "Non-Europeanism". No one can have re­
spect for those irho voluntarily degrade themselves for 
their amusement, especially for such a worthless and 
demoralising amusement like horse-racing.

THE RIGHT to a free choice of a marriage partner we have
by virtue of our common humanity. We abandon 
it only at the cost of denying that humanity. 
The right to enter Varsity we demand as citi­
zens who pay for these institutions. We can 
abandon this right only by bowing down before 
usurpers and robbers. We who are building 
the new South Africa abandon neither and will 
fight to the eni against those who have robbed 
the people of these right3 .

DR. R.E. VAN DER ROSS does not shaie this view. He is
prepared to trade our ccnmon humanity for the 
titles, degrees and diplomas of academic ba­
boonery, He placate',5 the racialists who 
brought about the vile Mixed Marriages Act and 
Immorality Act with a promise that racial oo- 
education does not lead to inter-marriage —  
as if he endorsed this stupid arrogance. i/hat 
pathetic self-di3iain! What pitiful self­
debasement I Who but a racialist or a pander 
to racialists cotild conceive of this most na­
tural and reasonable process as a crime? And 
that from a man who is himself the offspring 
of our three hundred years of natural assimi­
lation.

IT SEEMS the universities deal mortal blows not only
to the good sense but also to the natural pride 
pride of their victims.

Christopher MDA 
VOL.2 —  NO.9 
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BY OUR POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT
IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT 'THE CITIZEN' STANDS ALONE IN ITS TOTAL 
OPPOSITION TO THE MULTI-RACIAL CONFERENCE AT BLOEMFONTEIN. 
THE 1 NEW AGE' AND ITS SATELLITES ARE TRYING TO OUTSHOUT THE 
POWERFUL CHAMBER OF MINES PRESS IN THEIR SUPPORT OF THE CON­
FERENCE

The Liberals, we are sure, are the leading spirits 
in the enterprise. TEE TORCH and its entourage do not 
really know where they are. Apart from trying to sal­
vage their old friend, the Rev. Mahabane, who has left 
the old pastures of Non-Europeanism for the new fields 
of Multi-racialism, they have been silent —  and silen­
ce is consent.

What are the political consi­
derations determining support or 
boycott or neutrality in the mat­
ter of this conference? We do 
not propose here to deal with the 
CAPE TIMES or the Liberals or 
other spokesmen of the exploiting 
and oppressing classes and inter­
ests, They have their good rea­
sons for supporting this conferen­
ce. They are sure that the thing 
will be of immeasurable benefit to 
themselves new aid in the future. And 
they are not miscalculating. These 
people have a vast and varied ex­
perience in the deoeit and domina 
tion of other people and classes. 
The supporters of the IDTi/ AGE 
should contemplate this point veay, 
very carefully.

The NEW AGE supports the con­
ference. They support it not out 
of devilment or because they have 
been bought nor yet because they 
can find no better use for their 
time. Not at alii They support 
the conference because they be­
lieve it in their bones that in 
this way they will be able to 
pack the mightiest punch against 
the present Nationalist regime. 
They are certain, and tfrey are 
not wrong in this, that the poli­
tical defeat of the Nationalists 
is an inevitable step in the un­
folding of the new democratic 
South Africa. They may also be 
convinced that once allies Irom 
hostile social classes have serv­
ed their turn they can be easily 
jettisoned and the ship of demo­
cracy will sail safely into har­
bour.

A MISCALCULATION
We are sure that the NEW AGE 

is seriously miscalculating and 
that their miscalculation is not 
accidental. They have long since

Dseurs and che/' 
tion o¥ Multi-racialism.

forgotten the elementary rule j 
he who would be free must himself 
strike the blow. And in this case 
those who wish to be free aseaa 
whole nation of oppressed and ex- 
jjlnited peoplee But the FEW AGE 
groups have long since lost all 
confidence in the masses, they 
have forgotten that no great hist­
orical turn, such as that before 
us now, has ever occurred without 

i tne direct intervention of the ba­
sic layers of the people. They 
have faith only in the manoeuvres 
and manipulations of povrers, au­
thorities, institutions and dig­
nitaries. Their participation in 
this conference is an act of poli­
tical desperation which may have 
the most disastrous consequences.|

Certain it is that Finance Ca- 
' pital hopes to get out of these 
manoeuvres nothing more or less 
than enough pressure to force on 
the Nationalists a Nationalist - 

: United Farty Coalition Government 
; which will the better serve their 
i interests, Certain it is that by 
! this move the Congressites will be 
hopelessly compromised and will not 

; be able to extricate themselves 
without the most shattering inter­
nal convulsions. In any event they 

i are guilty of handing over as host­
ages to the real rulers of our coun­
try the strongest and best organised 
political tendency among the oppress­
ed. They are committing the imper- 
missable error of mixing banners.
And no temporary advantage will com­
pensate for this grievous loss.

As for THE TORCH and its follow­
ers they are torn by such bitter in­
ternecine strife, their political 
bankruptcy has been so fully exposed, 
they are so tired and demoralised 
that they are only capable of silen­
ce and neutrality. All the brave 
wordspinners have turned out to be 

ô 'and Non-Europeanism but a cheap edi-
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NON-EUROPEAMISM

On March the 19th an article "NATIVE" OR AFRICAN 
appeared in THE TORCH newspaper which made it clear that 
this paper was not impressed "by the Government of South­
ern Rhoddsia substituting the word 'African' for 'Native' 
in its laws. THE TORCH correctly asks s "But is the mere 
substitution of one word for another of real importanoe?"

The article goes on to say, "It is one thing for a 
change of name to take place, but it is quite another for 
the whole political, economic and social conditions to 
change and give real meaning to the word| or further and 
more correctly, to dispense with the word altogether, and 
to replace it with the word and idea and reality of oitizen".
(my emphasis).

I am in full agreement with these sentiments. But 
the contradiction which puzzles me is why, despite these 
correct ideas, THE TORCH persists in classifying itself 
as a "Non-European" paper, Worset It persists also in 
classifying South Africans, both individually and collect­
ively, as "White11, "Non-Whi te", "African", "Coloured" and 
"Indian" etc. Surely this is no way to set about reali­
sing "the word and idea and reality of citizen" in the 
minds of its readers.

from A.N. STUART. 
VOL. 2— NO.4
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OVER THE LAST TWO YEARS THERE HAS BEEN A SERIOUS AND MOUNTING CRISIS IN 
ANTI-CAD CIRCLES. IT IS CONSIDERED THAT THE INTERNAL FIGHTS AMONG THE 
LEADERSHIP REFLECTS IDEOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL COLLAPSE. THIS HAS AP­
PARENTLY ENABLED A STRONG RACIALIST ELEMENT TO MOVE TO THE FORE. AND 
IT HAS ALSO FREED THE MORE "PETIT-BOCEGEOIS" TYPES TO MOVE TOWARDS
"LIBERALISM".

BITTERNESS .AND HOSTILITY
Reports indicate that the bat­

tle between the Kies and Tabata 
factions in the Anti-Cad is increa­
sing in bitterness and hostility. 
Mr, Benjamin Kies is attacked for 
being "Flattered by the attention 
of Liberal elements" and Mr, I.B. 
Tabata for overlooking a tendency 
towards "African" nationalism. 
Personal boycotting is rife.

A more recent split is that be­
tween Mr. Kies' "Fellowships" and 
the newly formed "Cape Peninsula 
Students Union" under Hr, Allie 
Fataar. It is said that the CPSU 
has organised a boycott of THE TORCH 
No holds are barred: the members of 
the "Fellowship" organisations (NEF, 
CFEF, CLEF) are called "Effies" by 
the "Students' Union", These in 
turn have mockingly named the CPSU 
the "Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union".

At the reoent conference of the 
"Coloured" Teachers' League of South 
Africa the quarrel between Mr, Kies 
and Mr, Fataar would, it is report­

ed, have split this organisation had 
it not been for the efforts of the 
President, Mr, ?/. van Sohoor.

DEGRADED POLITICAL METHODS
The departure of Dr, G.H. Gool,

I earLy last year, was a serious blow 
to the Anti-Cad. It cost them their 
"militant and mass front", According 
to some Dr* Gool left beca,use he re- 

j fused to be associated with the TARC 
j funds "affair" and with the attempts 
] to wreck the people's Anti-Group Areas 
. struggle in 1955* Others feel that 
! these are only isolated fact«rs and 
that Dr, Gool left because of the 
Anti-Cad's ever increasing use of 
"Hie most degraded political methods" 
(eg. smearing consistent democrats as 
C.I.D. agents), the refusal of the 
leadership to correct ideological 
failures and. the fact that they were 
becoming politically indistinguishable 
from the "multi-racialists" and Liber­
als.

"RACIAL" DIVERGENCE
Deep disappointment is felt by 

those Anti-Cad leaders who thought the 
j federated i:racial" three pillars would

* __*
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eventually converge. But despite 
all their attempts to prevent it 
the three "pillars” have become di­
vergent and are at best "developing 
along parallel lines".

One example of the growing 
"racial divergence" is a recent 
statement by an Anti-Cad leader 
that the presence of "Coloured" 
students in a certain discussion 
organisation would "upset the men­
tal balance" of the "more ^ackward 
Africans" present there, here is 
also considerable "Anti-Moslem" 
prejudice. "African Nationalism" 
is also being resorted to as a re­
sult of conservative "Cape Colour­
ed" patronage.

"NON-EUILOPEANISM' —
"CAPE COLOUEEDISM"

It is not doubted that it is 
the withering and devastating at­
tacks of consistent democracy on 
"non-Europeanism" —  characterised 
as the "left cover" of "Cape Col coz­
ed" nationalism —  which cs,used tLe 
ideological collapse of its anti- 
racial protagonists in the Anti- 
Cad, Also their defence the 
Russian bureaucracy’s "murderou3 
and bloody intervention" in the 
Hungarian revolution opened them 

f- up to further severe attack.
Efforts were made, especially 

by Mr. Hosea Jaffe, to adopt the 
new South African approach to put 
an end to the incessant attacks of 
the consistent democrats. "THE TORCH, 
also took down its banner —  "The 
Only Independent Non-. European News­

paper —  and a campaign for "De-Colour- 
edisation" was set in motion. But the 
representatives of "Cape Colouredism" 
were not prepared to accept the poli­
tical implication of "South Africanism" 
and these efforts had to be abandoned.

However, while THE TORCH raised 
its "non-European" banner once again, 
it continued to print "Coloured" in 
inverted commas. More recently, Anti- 
Cads sometimes refer to themselves as 
"non-Citizens" instead of "non- 
Europeans" .

LIBERAL ATTRACTION
Liberal capitalism with the ideo­

logical collapse of the Anti-Cad has 
i exercised increasingly strong influen­
ce in these circles. The Anti-Cad's 

i "NEUM" President attended the Bloem- 
! fontein 'African' Ministers' Confer­
ence ana its Vice-President associated 

; himself with the "academic non-segre- 
I gationists" and the United Party "Black 
, Sa.jh'!. Many are surprised that Mr. A. 
j C* Jordan and Mr. Sihlali should have 
contributed articles on "African" li- 

l terature and "Bantu" education to Mr.
I HOnald Segal's "liberalist" publica­
tion "Africa South". Surprise has al- 

i so been expressed at Mr, Kies having 
written a "law book" on the Cape Edu­
cational laws which has been describ- 

1 ed as " a guide book to the apartheid 
educational laws".

VOL.2 —  NO.10
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The catalogues of grievances with 

which some political leaderr persist in 
regaling us are becoming very tiresome.
So also are the long and sterile disquisi­
tions on "the plans of the iierrenvolk" 
given by would-be experts on ruling class 
psyclio-pathology. Still more tiresome are 
the empty calls for "unity". It is about 
time we were able to take most of these 
things as read and get down to the business 
of showing the nation a way out of its pre­
sent tragic situation -- Christopher MDA

VOL. 2—  NO. 4.
22. 4.1957

T ) 1 D T \ J  rifPDJ/ "Only the dirty jobs —  plastering, brick-
jl U/w/vrv la,ying and labouring jobs —  were left open to

Non-European candidates," read an article, "White Labour Policy —
Simonstown Dockyard Hove," in THE TORCH of March the 19th.

What a pitifu] boss-boy attitude to work!
And these are the teachers who are fond of claiming that "we have sprung 
from the loins of the working class I" Perhaps they they have sprung too 
high? -- Christopher MDA. VOL,2— No.4 22,4.1957



By a Political Correspondent
While ardent attempts have been made to suppress 

the bitter internal conflicts within the TLSA and to 
blanket the noise from the ears of the public it has 
been of no avails the dispute has reached too great 
an intensity and vigour. What has sounded through 
to the public appears to permit description of the 
affair as petty, personal and at best; of a secondary 
and tertiary political nature. But this is perhaps 
too superficial.

TWO GROUPINGS
Accepting that the dispute rages within the camp 

and on the "non-European" political premises uf a pri­
vileged caste, investigation reveals —  to those not 
distracted by the "sound and fury" —  that there are 
two groupingss one moving further towards "Cape Co­
loured" conservatism, retaining merely a democratic 
facade, the other towards the establishment of inde­
pendent, non-racial, non-sectarian students' organi­
sations and demanding a fuller support of the Cape 
African Teachers' Association's defence fund for the 
defence of victimised teachers.

POSITIONS NOT CLEAR
These two groupings within the TLSA (which is to 

all intents and purposes the 'Non-European Liberatory 
Movement') have not yet begun to think out, or define 
clearly their positions. It is inevitable, therefore, 
that their attacks on one another will be couched in 
the language of the personal and will take place on 
the plane of the secondary and tertiary. However it 
is inevitable, also, that if the conflict is not re­
solved, that justification for the differences will 
have to be sought in the realm of ideas. If this oc­
curs the essential nature of the dispute will be 
clearly revealed,

VOL.2 —  NO.4
22.4.1957
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HOME TO ENGLAND AND FREEDOM! This wa3 at one time a

popular catchphrase amorg those "Coloured people" 
whom the apartheid shoe was beginning to pinch.
That period is now passing. Ghana is becoming 
the new promised land for those trying to evade 
the obligation of fighting for their own freedom,
A stream of professional people are making their 
way to Ghana —  "for there at least you find free­
dom!" People schooled in the catechisms of non- 
Europeanism justify their enthusiasm for Ghana 
on the ground that it is a "non-European country".
But the people of Ghana regard themselves not as 
non-Europeans but as Ghanaians, a term applying 
there to all racial groups. No wonder that our 
recent visitor from Ghana, Mr. Simpson could not 
understand the mentality of prominent "non-Euro­
peans" who had been assembled by the Coloured Af­
fairs Department to meet him.

LET THOSE WHO are inculcating into the people a mental­
ity of inferiority, the mentality of "non-Euro­
peans", "Coloureds", "Natives" or'hon-citizens"^ 
take stook. With such a mentality one cannot 
stand on one's feet like a man. And only men 
can fight for freedom. The others will run to 
enjoy freedom fought for by other men.

--  Christopher MDA



AN EXPLANATION

The terms"coon and zombie" are used by 
us not at all in an abusive way but in a strictly 
scientific political sense. We have lifted them 
bodily from the vocabulary of the most humiliated 
peoples of the earth with whose inner life our 
correspondent may not be well acquainted.
The word 'coon* as used by us denotes those who 
in their deeds and ideas consciously accept and' 
parade a degraded statuss it is our homely equi­
valent of the American Jim Crow. The word 'zombie' 
comes all tne way from the West Indies* we use it 
to denote those who have voluntarily divested them­
selves of their intellects and feelings and spirits 
and have perverted themselves into brainless slaves 
of one or other Big Stick. These torms are, of 
course, only applied to those who are consciously 
sinning against the light and never to the oppressed 
and exploited masses -vho are the victims of over­
whelming circumstances. If our correspondent takes 
a manful place by cur side, the day when these terms 
will have become of only historical interest will 
dawn the sooner —  the ideological phenomena they 
describe having been completely blasted from the 
face of our country, ■ •

— ~ Editor's reply to a 
C o rre s po ndent.
VOL.2 —  NO.11
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN INTELLI GENTSIA
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Unless Baasskap and Apartheid 

are magic wands with which Strij- 
dom and Co. have succeeded in ar­
resting the historical progress 
of capitalism, there is, of course 
not the remotest possibility that 
South Africa, this South Africa 
of Rhodes and Milner, will survive 
the present generation. Manufact­
uring Industry which grew up a~ 
round the old Gold Mining economy 
is already threatening the very 
foundation of that economy and 
the political and social arrange­
ments in which it flourished. In­
dustrial capitalism now requires, 
irrespective of the consciousness 
of men, a transformation of all 
the old arrangements.

Naturally, since histroy is 
made by men, such a transforma­
tion is inconceivable without a 
prior transformation of conscious­
ness, The business of progress­
ive politics is, preoisely to a- 
chieve that transformation of con­
sciousness, to bring the ideas of 
men into line with the objective 
tasks before them. But we will 
fail to understand our tasks if 
we delude ourselves that the le­
vel of consciousness of the peo­
ple has already reached a stage 
where it militates against the

status quo. On the contrary, the wide­
spread acceptance of the ideas of ra­
cial separation is shocking in its ap­
parently unbroken monotony. Even peo­
ple who call themselves intellectuals 
in public, and who, in the secrecy of 
their own bedrooms pretend to be great 
revolutionaries, are unable to overcome 
the thought blocks of sectionalism and 
remain prisoners of the ideologies of 
racialism so skilfully erected by the 
Rhco.es-Milner regime.

There is already lining up in South 
Africa two vast opposites of power; on 
the one hand, a great class of indust­
rial proletarians and, on the other, 
the forces of a modern capitalist class. 
And neither can continue very much long­
er in the old way. The social struggle, 
largely unconscious as it may still be, 
has begun. South Africa is now enter­
ing upon a great revolutionary period.

But it is entering upon this period 
without prolonged intellectual and po­
litical preparation. Social develop­
ment alrea,dy demands a revolutionary 
transformation but the political and 
intellectual prerequisites for the con­
trol and guidance of that rebirth have 
not yet been developed. For South Af­
rica has been cursed with a,n educated 
class which has an apparently congeni­
tal incapacity for original thought and

*
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inclined, to behave more like the 
posterior end of society than it3 
head.

While it is true that the de­
velopment of the means of product­
ion is, in the last analysis, the 
decisive factor in the evolution 
of society, the chara,cter of the 
transformation and the nature of 
the new society depends entirely 
on the consciousness of those who 
guide the nation in its rebirth.
It follows that the task of trans­
forming the present semi-conscious 
cowardly, unambitious, unscienti­
fic and toothless gentry, who like 
to think of themselves as intel-r 
lectuals, into a real modern intel­
ligentsia is one of overt/helming 
importance.

Let it not be imagined that 
the mere juxtaposition of hostile 
historical forces automatically 
leads to a resolution of the social 
conflict in a progressive direct­
ion. Progressive social forces, 
before now, have been led into an 
historical cul-de-sac.

The potentialities today exist 
in South Africa for the creation 
of a modern democratic republic. 
But the creation of such a repub­
lic can by no manner of means be 
an automatic process and the fail­
ure of duty by the progressive in­
telligentsia may have tragic con­
sequences in three possible dead 
ends of which we must be aware.

Firstly, there is the great 
danger that the people in their

struggle, in the absence of a modern 
political leadership, may take a non­
political road and exhaust themselves 
in a struggle of racial attrition along 
j the lines of the Kenya revolt. This 
cannot realise the new potentialities 
of the nation. Secondly, there is the 
danger that in their struggle against 
oppression and exploitation the masses 
of our nation may be cheated of the 
fruits of their victory by coming, 
through opportunistic leaders, under 
the sway of hostile and alien forces. 
Thirdly, in the absence of a modern so­
cial democratic leadership, free from 
racialist mumbo-jumbo, the terrific 
forces fighting against exploitation 
and oppression may be led along tragic 
!lines of race struggle as happened in 
!Algeria.

Having due regard to these dangers 
!the rising intelligentsia must work out 
jits political perspectives for South Af­
rica before it can embark on its hist­
oric task —  the creation of a modern 
democratic South African republic.

Editorial
VOL.2 —  NO.6

4. 7. 1957

rue philosophers, aflame 
with the love of truth 
and wisdom, never find 
themselves so sage or so 
full of wisdom or so a- 

bounding in perception but that 
they cede place to truth from 
whomsoever or whensoever it comes.

from William Harvey's --
DE MOTU CORDIS.

rm  BREum ozT- to qmd m l  h r o m e n t

liberatory movement. It is clear that leadership requires not onlJ  
culture and integrity but also a scientific conscience. e have 
too many poseurs, charlatans and ignorant demagogues amongst us.

People who have stopped thinking are nowadays making the claim that they 
have a "finished philosophy" which presumably releases them from the 
obligation of thinking and learning, The tragedy is that smug and pom­
pous ignoramuses ore still permitted to strut around pretending to an 
authority which is not theirs. Why, when we have abandoned them in me­
dicine, do we still tolerate witchdoctors in politics? Our political 
witchdoctors pretend that they have a Higher Wisdom —  a wisdom which 
requires neither knowledge, nor logic nor aims embracing the higher as­
pirations of humanity.

When their silly pretensions are blasted there remains only one argument
—  "Political police I" —  the argument to end all ergument. What gut­
tersnipe methods I \/hat criminal irresponsibility! This vile slander 
is nothing more than the skeermes of the political skolly.

For our part we continue the struggle of ideas, secure in the knowledge 
that our correct ideas will be triumphant and that such degraded black­
mailers will crawl in misery to ignominious graves. We cannot hope that 
they can be rehabilitated. — - Editorial
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