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C O U R T  R E S U M E S  ON 13th A P R I L  1 9 7 6 . j
S A T H A S I V A N  C O O P E R , still u n d e r  oath: j

E X A M I N A T I O N  BY MR. S Q G G O T  C O N T I N U E D : Mr. C o o p e r ,  I t h i n k  j

we d i s p o s e d  of the c o m m u n i q u e .  W o u l d  yo u n o w  d ea l w i t h

C o u n t  8, w h i c h  d e a l s  w i t h  H a r r y  S i n g h  and his s p e e c h  at the í

S h a r p e v i l l e  c o m m e m o r a t i o n ?  N o w  I t h i n k  he a l l e g e s  that you 

g av e h i m  c e r t a i n  p o i n t e r s  to b r i n g  out the i n j u s t i c e s ,  wi ll

you tell His L o r d s h i p  w h a t you k n o w  a b o u t  that? ---  I deny

his a l l e g a t i o n s  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  this C o u n t .  I gave  h i m  no 

s uc h p o i n t e r s ,  n e i t h e r  did I ask h i m  to b r i n g  our c l e a r l y  10

the i n j u s t i c e s  s u f f e r e d  by B l a c k s  at the h a n d s  of W h i t e s .

He says that t h e r e  was a s h o r t a g e  of s p e a k e r s  and that I 

a p p r o a c h e d  h i m  to s p e a k  at this m e e t i n g .  I did no such 

t hing. I was not r e s p o n s i b l e  for the o r g a n i s a t i o n  of this 

me e t i n g .

W o u l d  y ou  h a v e  a l o o k  at BPC E.3 pl e a s e .  Did you 

p r e p a r e  that d o c u m e n t ?  T h at  is the B l a c k  P e o p l e ' s  C o n v e n t i o n

a d v e r t i s e m e n t  for the c o m m e m o r a t i o n  for M a r c h  1973. ---  No,

I had n o t h i n g  to do w i t h  this d o c u m e n t .

N o w  I t h i n k  the s u g g e s t i o n  is that it c o n t a i n s  your  2 0

h a n d w r i t i n g .  Is your  h a n d w r i t i n g  a n y w h e r e  th er e ?  ---  No, I

d e n y  that. H a r r y  S i n g h  says that th er e was a s h o r t a g e  of 

s p e a k e r s .  Th i s  c l e a r l y  sho ws  that there w e r e  m a n y  s p e a k e r s .

T h e r e  is the c h a i r m a n ,  A u b r e y  M o k o a p e ,  A c c u s e d  No. 4,

Rev. E. B a r t m a n ,  C. S e w p e r s h a d ,  p r e s i d e n t  of the N . I . C . ,

Ben L a n g a ,  SASO  o f f i c i a l ,  H a r r y  Si ng h ,  and Dr. M a m p h e l a  R a m p h e l a .

Who is that Dr. M a m p h e l a  R a m p h e l a ?  ---  She is a m e m b e r

of BPC. She f e a t u r e s  q u i t e  p r o m i n e n t l y  as p r o p o s e r  or s e c o n d e r  

of R e s o l u t i o n s  in the f i r s t  c o n g r e s s ,  if I r e m e m b e r  c o r r e c t l y .

And the Rev. B a r t m a n ?  Who is he? ---  Rev. B a r t m a n  30
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is a l e a d i n g  M e t h o d i s t ,  I t h i n k  it is, a c l e r g y m a n ,  and he 

has b e e n  at some st age  the l e a d e r  of the y o u t h  s e c t i o n  of 

his c h u r c h .

W h e r e  is his c h u r c h ?  ---  He is, it o u g h t  to be in D u r b a n .

Is Rev. B a r t m a n  a m e m b e r  of BPC? ---  Not that I am a w a r e

o f .

Mr. S e w p e r  s h a d , he is the a t t o r n e y  we t a l k e d  a b out . Is 

he a m e m b e r  of BPC? ---  No.

And has Mr. S e w p e r s h a d  got any s t a t u s  in the I n d i a n

c o m m u n i t y ?  ---  We ll , Mr. S e w p e r s h a d  was the p r e s i d e n t  at that 10

time of the N. I. C .  and a l e a d i n g  a t t o r n e y .

G o o d ,  n o w  some m i n o r  p o i n t s .  In r e g a r d  to the 

p r e p a r a t i o n  of his s p e e c h ,  did y o u  p h o n e  H a r r y  S i n g h  at

w o rk ?  ---  No, I did not p h o n e  h i m  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  this

spe ec h,  a s k i n g  h i m  h o w  he is g e t t i n g  on w i t h  the s p e e c h  or 

a p p r o v i n g  of c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n s  of his spe ec h .  P l a i n l y  I had 

n o t h i n g  to do w i t h  his speech.

An d sti ll in the s e q u e l  of e v e n t s ,  he also m a d e  a c h a r g e  

and he m a d e  a s t a t e m e n t  in C o u r t  w h i c h  he was c r o s s - e x a m i n e d  

on, and I t h i n k  w h a t  he said at one s t a g e  was that one of the 20

t h i n g s  that BPC did, was to use the C o u r t  as a p l a t f o r m .  N o w

was that the p o l i c y  of BPC that you k n o w  of? ---  No, as far

as I am a w a r e  that is not the p o l i c y  of BPC.

N o w  BPC E.2, it is a d o c u m e n t  w h i c h  m a k e s  a r e f e r e n c e  

at the end of the f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  to a p e r s o n  c a l l e d  M p a n z a .

Do you see that? ---  Yes.

Is t h e re  s o m e t h i n g  in h a n d w r i t i n g  on the o r i g i n a l  

d o c u m e n t ?  ---  No, not on this d o c u m e n t  that I h a v e  b e f o r e  me.

W o u l d  you just tell the C o u r t ,  who was M p a n z a ?

--- M p a n z a  i s ....... (Mr. S o g g o t  i n t e r v e n e s )  30
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Sofozonke Mpanza, is a Soweto politician.

And what was he associated with, what events if any?

--- Well, he was the leader of the Sofozonka Party for one

in Soweto

And what did that party concern itself with? And

when, just to give it a setting? --- v/ell, he was at this time

of the Sofozonize Party involved in the Urban Bantu Council 

in Soweto. He was the initiator, as far as I am aware in 

Soweto of the national day of prayer coinciding with Dingaan's 

Day.

And he died when? --- I am not too certain, in the

early sixties or early seventies.

Now in March 1373 SASO published a document "Saso 

on the attack”, I do not think you need to look at it, I am 

sure you know it, did you read that document? --- Yes I did.

Would you just tell His Lordship briefly what your 

relationship was with SASO if any..(Court intervenes)

COURT; Before you deal with that, I d o n’t think I see 

anything about Mpanza on BPC E.2.

MR. SOGGOT; M'lord, it is not very clear but "we would like 

to pay tribute to leaders like Mpanza..", it is at the end 

of the first paragraph, it starts off "on the 21st of I larch". 

COURT: Oh I see, yes, it is very indistinct. Thank you.

M R . SOGGOT; I am putting to you a double question now, the 

one is would you tell us briefly what your relationship wai 

with SASO, what you had to do with it, and secondly, what 

your organisation, the BPC's relationship was with SASO, 

whether you acted in terms of any plan, whether you acted

jointly or parallel, or what? --- Jell to be very brief

about it, using the State's language, I would say I was an

As you people in EPC understood h i m ? ---Jamoi

f  I
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active supporter of SA30. The relationship between SASO and 

BPC, well SASO is older than BPC, SA30 is a student 

organisation, BPC is a political organisation. \Je have 

basically the same aspirations and goals, that is freedom 

of the people in the context of their physical and 

psychological oppression in this country.

Are they the came organisation?---ITo, they are

distinct organisations.

And on the question of 3A30 literature, can you 

give His Lordship an idea of what familiarity you had with

the literature over the y e a r s ? ---Jell ..(Hr. Soggot

intervenes)

You have seen the SASO literature before the Court 

n o w ? ---Yes.

Now can you give us in a phrase how much of that

you were aware of prior to t r i a l ? --- v/ell, I was on the

mailing list of SASO and received occasional publications 

as well as newsletters etcetera, and I was quito au fa.it 

with the thinking end the direction of the movement, that 

is 3AS0.

And most of the exhibits before Court, would you 

say you had seen most of them or only the minority of them

or what? --- Well, I have seen quite a few of them, I cannot

say whether it is a minority or the majority of them.

Now, in July of 1973? a Press statement BPC 0.9 

was issued, now T think Harry Singh's suggestion is that you 

said that you had compiled the document, C for Charlie 9?

--- I deny that suggestion.

mell us what you know about this document? ---  del

I was aware that Roy Che tty who was the PRO of the BPC at 

that time and Harry Singh were primarily responsible for



issuing the statement, they had coalesced the views of 

Sipho Buthelezi on certain aspects of foreign investment 

which they incorporated in this document, and to my knowledge 

Accused H o .4 for example was not involved in the compilation 

of this document.

Well do you say that Harry Singh was involved?

---Yes.

How do you know that? --- Well ..(Hr. Soggot

intervenes)

I only want you to give evidence on what you know

directly and not by hearsay? ---  I saw them preparing this

document, Roy Chetty had certain drafts with him, and Harry 

Singh consulted him on this. In fact Roy Clietty's writing 

appears on the top of this document„ the front page, and 

at the back, the last page the bottom.

Can you give us - this document I think evidently 

deals with I think G-atslia Buthelezi and Professor Brutus, 

can you give us the background as understood by BPC people

to this document? --- Well, Gatsha Buthelezi is what someone

said a self-styled potentate, lie had been overseas to 

America...(Mr. Rees intervenes)

MR. REE3; I would just like to get clear whether tho witness 

is now speaking of his own knowledge or whether he is 

speaking as my learned friend asked him hex; BPC sees things. 

If he is speaking on behalf of BPC, I would like to know 

on behalf of which members of BPC, or is he speaking - and 

which stage of BPC, otherwise he must speak for himself.

MR. SCGGOT; M'lord, to save time I will rephrase my question. 

V/ill you just speak for yourself please? Your understanding 

of the situation? —— Yes. Gatsha Buthelezi had boon 

overseas trying to whip up support for his ethnic Bantustan



and asking investors to pour in money into his Bantustan. 

Overseas he had met v/ith opposition from various sectors, 

and some of those sectors included South Africans.

Professor Brutus who is a professor at North-Western Univcrs 

in America, opposed Gatsha Buthelezi on his stand vis-a-vis 

involvement in the Bantustan, and I think labelled him 

sell-out and that type of thing. Also overseas at this time 

there ware South Africans who were not exiles# and one of 

them was Mrs. Fatimah Meer, the prominent sociologist. She 

reportedly - this is what I get from the newspaper reports — 

also opposed G-atsha Buthelezi on his involvement in the 

Bantustan concept. Then Gatsha Buthelezi returned to South 

Africa, and he made a statement at the airport, I think 

this was the Louis Botha Airport in Durban, and he made a 

statement that is typical of this divide and rule scheme of 

things in South Africa, typical of an ethnic puppet, he 

attacked Professor Brutus and referred to him as a Coloured 

man; What does this Coloured man know about the Black 

liberation struggle, and who is he to put himself up as a 

judge of me, the great Gatsha Buthelezi, Chief, the leader 

of the KwaZulu homeland. Now, subsequent to this outburst 

against the Coloured section of the Black community,certain 

persons defended Professor Brutus and attacked Gatsha. 

Buthelezi for his sectional outburst. Amongst these were 

Mrs. Fatimah Meer and the N.I.C., Mr. Sewpershad, who was 

president of the N.I.C. at that time defended the right of 

Professor Brutus to speak his mind in respect of the princip 

of involvement ..(Mr. Soggot intervenes)

All right, was it in the context then of this

sort of thing that this exhibit was issued? --- That is

correct, after - well subsequent to the N.I.C’s statement on



the issue, G-atsha Buthelezi then began attacking Indians, 

and who is the N.I.C. now to tell me what to do - the same 

type of outburst. And then this statement came onto the 

scene.

Now, this second national congress of BIC was 

again in Hammonskraal, this time in December 1973, is that 

right? --- Yes.

And I think the suggestion of Harry Singh was 

that you said that Durban central branch delegates would 

represent the Overport branch. What do you say about t}iat? 

--- That is incorrect, if I may have the Minutes - PAUSi; -

I think it is H.l - H for hotel? Yes. Where 

the actual Minute begins, it ought to be about the sixth 

page of the document, under 15th December we find delegates 

present - the second half of the page under "branches11,

Your Lordship will find that the last delegate who is named 

is Y.ugan Haidoo, and in brackets we have Overport. This 

clearly indicates that the Overport branch was represented, 

that if there was any indication of the Durban central 

branch representing Overport as a facade for extra voting 

strength etcetera, this is an attempt by Harry Singh 'bo cast 

me in a, poor light, and Yugan Haidoo I know was a founder 

member of this Overport branch. When I did address the 

Overport branch which I referred to in my previous evidence 

yesterday,• Yugan Haidoo I know was present, he was an 

executive of the branch.

Now, I think the suggestion was also made that you 

instructed Mayathula to caucus for certain people, I think

it was Rev and Colin, is that right? --- No, that is totally

incorrect, I did no such thing. It was in the context of 

Dr. Mokoape, that is Accused No.4 and myself asking Mayathud



to be our v o i c e  as it w e r e  at this m e e t i n g  and c a u c u s

Rev. and C o l i n  w h o  w e r e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  e l e c t e d  o nt o the e x e c u t i v e .

T h a t  is t o t a l l y  i n c o r r e c t .

N o w  yo u are a y o u n g e r  man, I t h i n k  t h a n  H a r r y  S i n g h ,  

not so? ---  T h a t  is so.

W h a t  do you say a b o u t  his s u g g e s t i o n  that you in 

f ac t w e r e  his s o u r c e  of i n s p i r a t i o n ?  T ha t  he f r e q u e n t l y  took

i n s t r u c t i o n s  or a d v i c e  f r o m  you? ---  Well, I do not k n o w  if I

was a s o u r c e  of i n s p i r a t i o n  of him, if I was a s o u r c e  of 

i n s p i r a t i o n  b u l l y  for me, but o t h e r  than that I did not 

i n s t r u c t  h i m  to do t h i n g s ,  in the sen se  of he was my s t o o g e ,  

he was my l a c k e y  d o i n g  t h i n g s ,  H a r r y  S i n g h  was o l d e r  than  me 

b o t h  in age and in p o l i t i c a l  i n v o l v e m e n t .  He has a h i s t o r y  

of p o l i t i c a l  i n v o l v e m e n t .  B o t h  his p a r e n t s  w e r e  d e e p l y  

i n v o l v e d  in the C o n g r e s s  m o v e m e n t .  Both  my p a r e n t s  are 

a p o l i t i c a l .  M y  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  s p a r k e d  and e v o l v e d  i t s e lf  

w h e n  I was in h i g h  school.

By the time H a r r y  S i n g h  gave his a d d r e s s  at the 1973 

S h a r p e v i l l e  c o m m e m o r a t i o n ,  had he m a d e  p u b l i c  s p e e c h e s ?

--- Oh, y e s ........(Mr. S o g g o t  i n t e r v e n e s )

M R . S Q G G O T ; F r o m  y o u r  ow n  k n o w l e d g e ,  how m a n y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y ?

---  I do no t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  I c o v e r e d  this in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h

the N . I . C .  but he s p o k e  o f t e n  at m e e t i n g s ,  and he spoke, I 

r e m e m b e r  c l e a r l y  at, at N . I . C .  m e e t i n g s  I am t a l k i n g  a b ou t, and 

a l s o  he s p o k e  at this S h a r p e v i l l e  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  m e e t i n g  that 

I had b e e n  to in 1971, 21st M a r c h .

A nd  w h a t  i m p r e s s i o n  did you get as to his b e i n g  at e a s e

or ill at ease on the s t a ge  or on the p l a t f o r m ?  ---  Well,

H a r r y  S i n g h  is q u i t e  an e b u l l i e n t  per so n .  He w o u l d  not be 

ill e q u i p p e d ,  as he p r o v e d  to be - P A U S E  -

W el l ,  we have seen h o w  a r t i c u l a t e  he is. N o w  I t h i n k
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one other minor little point in this chronology, BXHIBIT 1.2 

which was produced by Singh, where did you see that for the

first time, that is the p o e m ? ---That is ''Hey Black Man"?

That is ''shoot the cloud and clear the cloudy sky5'?

--- Yes, the first time I saw it was on Saturday the 19tli

October 1974, I was under arrest, Section 6(1).

You had already been arrested? --- That is right.

That is the only point. And -• this deals with the 

Further Particulars ~ did you have at any stage something 

to do with';the Sharpeville commemoration, March 1974 at the 10

Y.M.C.A.? ---No - was this the one that was banned? No, 1

did not have anything to do with that.

Now I think we can now come on to Harry Singh's 

overseas trip, will you deal with that briefly please, how 

did it come about that he was chosen and why was he sent off?

--- Well, Harry Singh, around the period of March 1974,

approached me and said that he had leave due to him around 

the period April, May of that year, and it was a well known 

fact that BPC was in financial straits, which was leading to 

administrative problems, and he volunteered to utilise this 20 

leave period that was due to him in the furtherance of BPC 

by going overseas, which was in the context of what BPC 

wanted. There were very few persons, in fact I do not know 

of many leading members of BPC who have passports, Harry 

Singh was one of those few fortunate individuals, and he 

volunteered his services as it were to ^o overseas on this 

occasion. When the president of BPC the Reverend Farisani 

and the national organiser at the time, that is Accused No.[5, 

came over to Durban, I met them raid I put forward Ilarry 

Singh's suggestion to them. I introduced harry Singh to 30

them, raid they seemed quite pleased with Harry Singh's

volunteering / ...



v o l u n t e e r i n g  to go o v e r s e a s  to f u n d - r a i s e  for BPC. And so 

it was that he was all set to go o v e r s e a s  in the n a m e  of BPC.

And di d he h a v e  a list w i t h  him? Is that c o r r e c t ,  of

w h o m  he was to see? ---  I t h i n k  it is BPC R.l and R . l ( a ) .

BPC R.l is the a c t u a l  f u n d - r a i s i n g  d o c u m e n t  w h i c h  w a s  l a r g e l y  

c o m p i l e d  by m y s e l f .  H a r r y  S i n g h  a s s i s t e d  to a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  

on this d o c u m e n t  just  b e f o r e  his d e p a r t u r e  for o v e r s e a s .

B PC  R . l ( a )  is the a d d r e s s  list w h i c h  H a r r y  S i n g h  h a d  w i t h

him. This was a SASO a d d r e s s  list and I w o u l d  like  to p o i n t

out to His L o r d s h i p  that S w e d e n ,  for e x a m p l e ,  is not on this 10

a d d r e s s  list, and w h e r e v e r  H a r r y  S i n g h  r e f e r s  to S w e d e n ,  he

has just  c o n c o c t e d  that out of his head. The i d ea  was that

he s h o u l d  t o uc h  t h e s e  c e n t r e s  in E u r o p e  and the U n i t e d  S t a t e s

of A m e r i c a ,  m a i n l y  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of A m e r i c a .  Now the

p r o b l e m  was that his t i c k e t  did not c o v e r  the U n i’ted S t a t e s

of A m e r i c a  and in this c o n t e x t ,  w h e n  H a r r y  Sin gh  and I w e n t

a l o n g  to Dr. M o k o a p e  b e f o r e  his d e p a r t u r e  o v e r s e a s ,  H a r r y  S i n g h

was s a y i n g  g o o d b y e  to Dr. M o k o a p e ,  and Dr. M o k o a p e  said that

H a r r y  S i n g h  s ho u l d ,  if he has d i f f i c u l t y  in r a i s i n g  f i n a n c e

for the air fare to A m e r i c a ,  t o u c h  s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l s  in 20

G e n e v a  w h o m  Dr. M o k o a p e  had m a d e  the a c q u a i n t a n c e  of some

time p r e v i o u s l y ,  and it was H a r r y  S i n g h ' s  i de a that he s h o u l d

a p p r o a c h  c e r t a i n  e x i l e s  in L o n d o n  w h o m  he k n e w  for this p l a n e

fare and in this c o n t e x t  it was a g a i n  the duo of D a d o o  and

J o s e p h .  Dr. M o k o a p e  and I told  h i m  that he s h o u l d  do no such

thing, and he s h o u l d  ha v e  n o t h i n g  to do w i t h  any e x i l e d

m o v e m e n t  o v e r s e a s  w h a t s o e v e r .

Now, w h a t  was the o b j e c t i o n  to Dr. D a do o and Mr. J o s e p h ?

W h a t  m o v e m e n t  are they a s s o c i a t e d  w i th ?  ---  If the r e p o r t s  that

I read in the P r es s  w e r e  c o r r e c t ,  they are a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  the 30 

c o m m u n i s t  p a r t y  and the ANC.
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And you specifically told Harry Singh to keep off 

them? --- Specifically, yes.

Did he accept your suggestions? --- He did.

Then to deal with his return, tell us about liis

return? --- Well he returned some time in May, and I met

him at the airport, Dr. Mokoape was not there. He gave me 

a brief review of what had happened overseas, whom he had 

seen and he came back with an amount from the I.U.D.F. I 

think it is the International University exchange Fund based 

in Geneva. It was a small amount of about R1 100, and he 

was quite enthusiastic about the response and reception he 

had received overseas, the immediate response was not very 

remunerative, but various organisations had catered for 

or rather would cater for BPC in their new financial year 

find he seemed quite happy about B P C 1 b future prospects in 

this sphere.

How did you feel about i t ? --- 1/ell I felt that it

was at least some sort of start and BPC would be out of its 

financial stress. Now we, that is Harry Singh and I did go 

up to Dr. Mokoape again, and it was a Saturday afternoon 

around about 1 o'clock, I am not too certain about the time 

it was the lunch period, and Harry Singh informed Dr.

Mokoape: well, I have been overseas, I am back, and we went 

along the three of us to the beach in Harry Singh's car, it 

was in the nature of a type of social occasion, we had 

something to eat, and Harry Singh said to Dr. Mokoape that 

he could not see the person or persons whom Dr. Mokoape had 

recommended that he should see in Geneva if he wanted air 

fare to America because he had been to London first.

Had Dr. Mokoape been overseas himself on a prior 

occasion? --- Yes, ho had been some sort of exchange scholar.

- 5obb - COoPDÍÍ
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11

And was there any response from Dr. iiokoape ? ---'well

wo were both I think exhilarated that at least now BBC 1/ould 

start moving in a firmer administrative and organisational 

sphere, we would not be beset by financial hurdles.

Did Dr. Mokoape not say: well, it is time now to 

take up arms? --- No.

Or go for military training or anything of that

na„ture?---No, that suggestion is ridiculous, I can never

see how it could fit into the context of this type of thing 

and it never did.

Now while we are talking about this type of thing, 

Sipho Buthelezi, he was one of the executive members of BBC 

and he fled the country. Now Harry Singh suggests that you 

knew about his being smuggled out, did you say anything

like that? No, that is incorrect, the only inkling I

had that Sipho Buthelezi had left the country was after ho 

had been in Botswana and I received a report that Hr. 

Buthelezi was now in Botswana and he was a teacher tliore.

Did you make any suggestion that he had been sent 

there either with a view to or that he was going to maize

ome preparations for the organisation of military training;'

10

--- Th.at suggestion is ridiculous, for one thing Sipho

Buthelezi was in the first executive, that is post 1972 

December, he was a secretary general, he had been banned some 

time towards the second half of his term of office in 1973,

and restricted, the banning order was very stringent, i

was a house arrest order as well, and Sipho Buthelezi was 

having difficulty in getting gainful employment, frustrated 

in wherever he was, that was at Iladadeni in Newcastle, I know 

this because Reverend Mayathula told me that he had received 30 

a letter and he showed me this letter saying that Sipho

Buthelezi / ...



B u t h e l e z i ,  or S i p h o  B u t h e l e z i  s a y i n g  to M a y a t h u l a ......(Mr.

R e e s  i n t e r v e n e s )

MR. R E E S : M ’lord, I o b j e c t  u n l e s s  he can p r o d u c e  this l et te r .

It is h e a r s a y  e v i d e n c e .

M R . S O G G O T : W e l l ,  do yo u  k n o w  w h e r e  the l e t t e r  is now?

---  No, I do not k n o w  w h e r e  the l e t t e r  is.

L e a v e  that. S i n c e  B u t h e l e z i ' s  d e p a r t u r e ,  h a v e  yo u  or

y ou r o r g a n i s a t i o n  had c o n t a c t  w i t h  him? ---  Not that I am

awa re o f .

Was he g i v e n  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  or w e r e  any r e q u e s t s  10

a d d r e s s e d  to h i m  in r e g a r d  to his a c t i v i t y  in B o t s w a n a ?

---  Not that I am a w a r e  of also.

As far as y o u  k n o w ,  has he done a n y t h i n g  in B o t s w a n a  on 

b e h a l f  of y o u r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w h e t h e r  of a leg al or an i l l e g a l

k i n d ?  ---  No, I am not a w a r e  of his h a v i n g  d o n e  a n y t h i n g

in B o t s w a n a  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  BPC at all.

A r e  you a w a r e  of any c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  u r g i n g  h i m  to do

s o m e t h i n g ?  ---  No, I am not. In this c o n t e x t  of B o t s w a n a  I

w o u l d  like to p o i n t  out that it is r i d i c u l o u s  to say BPC is 

s e n d i n g  s o m e b o d y  to go and b a s e  t h e m s e l v e s  in B o t s w a n a  as a 20

sort of r e c r u i t i n g  a g e n c y  for p e o p l e ,  or s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  for 

p e o p l e  g o i n g  o u t s i d e  the c o u n t r y ,  b e c a u s e  B o t s w a n a  is a 

f r i e n d l y  c o u n t r y  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  this type of a c t i v i t y  they 

h a v e  e x p r e s s l y  v o w e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t ,  and I c a n n o t  see how  

that type of s i t u a t i o n  can be v i a b l e .

W el l ,  that is a m a t t e r  for a r g u m e n t .  One p o i n t ,  Bawa.

W h e n  di d  yo u  m e e t  Baw a? ---  A h m e d  Bawa  I m e t  t o w a r d s  the end

of May. This was some time a f t e r  H a r r y  S i n g h ' s  r e t u r n  from  

o v e r s e a s .  He came up to my  flat and i n t r o d u c e d  h i m s e l f  to me 

and s a i d  he was a p e r s o n  who w a s  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  in the 30

J o h a n n e s b u r g  c e n t r a l  b r a n c h  of BPC, and he w a n t e d  to be

i n v o 1ved / . . .
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i n v o l v e d  in BPC in D u r b a n .  I then r e f e r r e d  h i m  to H a r r y  Singh,

the c h a i r m a n  of the b r a n c h  w h e r e  he w o u l d  be e l i g i b l e  for 

m e m b e r s h i p .

Go od.  N o w  ca n we deal w i t h  " I n k u l u l e k o  Y e s i z w e "  C o u n t  7, 

M ' l o r d .  H a s Y o u r  L o r d s h i p  b e e n  put in p o s s e s s i o n  a g a i n  of G.4?

T ha t is " B e f o r e  and A f t e r "  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be m a r k e d  w i t h  c e r t a i n  

n u m b e r  ing?

- 3 ó 6 9 - C O O P E R

THE C O U R T :  No, not yet.

MR . S O G G O T :  I just w a n t to c o n f i r m  that Y o u r L o r d s h i p ' s  co py

has b e e n  m a r k e d  w i t h  the r e l e v a n t  n u m b e r ing . 1 0

THE C O U R T :  It has.

MR . S OG G O T :  H a v e  y o u  got A n n e x u r e  7 in f r o n t of y ou ?

--- A n n e x u r e  4(a).

I am s o rr y ,  C o u n t  7. Now w o u I d  you tell u s w ha t y ou  k n o w

a b o u t  this d o c u m e n t ?  In the f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  w o u l d  you tell 

His L o r d s h i p  who, as far as you kn ow , c o m p o s e d  this d o c u m e n t ?

---  W e l l ,  w h a t  I k n o w  of this d o c u m e n t  is that it was left at

my f la t by m y  b r o t h e r .

N o w  who is your  b r o t h e r ?  ---  My b r o t h e r  R e v e b a l a n  C o o p e r ,

w ho  w a s at that s t a g e  the p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  of BPC. 20

N o w  ju s t  on that. W h a t  is the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a p u b l i c

r e l a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  in r e l a t i o n  to p u b l i c a t i o n s ?  ---  W e ll , in

r e l a t i o n  to p u b l i c a t i o n s  he is r e s p o n s i b l e  for e n s u r i n g  that 

p u b l i c a t i o n s  are put out in the n am e of BPC, that the im a ge  

of BPC is p r e s e r v e d  in this r e g a r d .  N o w  n e w s l e t t e r s  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

the re is p o l i c y  as to who m u s t  see d o c u m e n t s  of this n a t u r e ,  that 

is n e w s l e t t e r s  b e f o r e  they can go into p r i n t  and b e f o r e  they can 

be p u b l i s h e d ,  and in this r e g a r d  such a s t r o n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

was a ls o  c a r r i e d  at the s e c o n d  c o n g r e s s  of BPC held in 1973, 

D e c e m b e r ,  at H a m m a n s k r a a l  , w h e r e  30

the / . . .



the publications committee or commission quite firmly 

recommended that the secretary-general of EPC together with 

the public relations officer should for the executive approve 

of such documents, and this recommendation as far as I am 

aware was carried.

Now Rev. Cooper, that is your brother, he was the

PRO until when? --- i/ell, he had resigned late August early

September, just before the Semi-Con I think in Ilammanskrar'il.

He had come over to me that weekend of the Semi-Con and left 

this document with me, I am not too certain how many pages 10 

there were, and left a few of his persona], correspondence in 

regard to his portfolio as public relations officer and 

certain files with me.

i/hat was the idea of leaving it with y o u ? ---Well

he was working night shift and he had problems with 

dutifully complying with his role as public relations officer, 

in all fairness I think he had resigned, and this resignation 

was just that period.

And what were you supposed to do with these objects?

---  Well he left them with me and the understanding was 20

that one of the chaps who had been up to Hammanskraal would 

collect them, specifically I am thinking about Colin Jeffrey 

who was the vice-president at that time.

Now at Hammanskraal we know that Harry Singh became 

the PRO? --- Yes that is correct.

And then, what was the next thing which happened,

who did you hand this document over to? --- Well, immediately

Harry Singh returned from Hammanskraal, t hat is the Semi-Con,

I think it was the Monday or the Tuesday, he came up to me 

informed me with great jubilation that he was the public 30

relations officer acting until the end of the year, .and told me

that / ...
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that there was a lot of consternation and censure about the 

newsletter not having got off after all this time. He

informed me that the decision of the National Council wa

that if there was a newsletter in some stage of preparation 

it should be immediately sent off to head office so that

the Executive could approve of it, it being our fir

newsletter. One should bear in mind here that this was not 

the first attempt, there was another attempt and this attempt 

I was involved in to a certain extent, that is ~ it is a 

general exhibit G.l I think it is. 10

Hell that was confiscated was it not ? ---That was

confiscated.

And it never saw the light of day? --- Ho, it did not.

Well let us not worry about that anymore. But 

whatever it is he then told you what the instructions were?

--- That is correct.

And that it should be sent off? --- - That is correct,

I handed it over to him, this document, and he sifted through, 

the files and took off certain documents from the files of

my brother. or\

mhen what I want to ask you is did you write

anything - any of the material in here? -.. Well there are

two sections that I contributed to, but this was contributions 

towards the first Inkululeko, that ir; G.l, 1973, and — PAUSE —

Well just show us, the material which appears in

here, which of this is your authorship? It is the

editorial.

Is that "Challenge of the Seventies"?---- That is

correct.

That is page 43 of the indictment, I do not

suppose yours is marked ? ---No, it is not. And another

article / ...

30
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article "Towards Freedom - BPC'1.

That is page 45 on the indictment. And does that

terminate at "Message from across the border"? --- PAUSE

Are you with me? --- This hasn't got the stencil

for "Towards freedom".

Well perhaps just let me show you the indictment.

COURT; Well here you. have the editorial, and then you have 

a translation of something, and then you have "Towards

freedom"? --- That is correct, but this seems to be a

roneoed version. 10

HR. SOGrG-Ol; Have you got "Towards freedom" t h e r e ? ---Yes

but it is a roneoed version.

Well the only thing I want to establish is does 

the article "Towards Freedom - The BPC" end at the point 

where the next article starts "Message from across the border"?

--- That is correct, yes.

And the matter which is in Zulu, did you compose

that as w e l l ? ---Well the English version, but somebody

translated the Zulu version. And I think there is a Sotho 

version as well - yes. 20

Now as far as the rest of the material is concerned

did you have a hand in writing it at all? --- This particular

annexure, n o .

And then is that all you have got to tell us on 

Inkululeko, Harry Singh took it from you and was that the

end of the matter? --- Well the idea was that he was going

to send it - you must bear in mind that this had new been 

considerably overdue and from the information I got from my 

brother it seemed that this matter had just - certain sections

Vi orl 1 11 Cj-f* V\o O VÏ Y»n A -* J,~ T.ro n vn r\ Jr r> y S in “h o •j'l'i dv*o X()
I x t - l ' - Á -  J  u  ^ V v ' w I X  X  U i D i l t í u  O i i l  U U ^ j l i  ( U i U .  1  O  l i U  O  y J L  J - j l I  \j  _ i  j  ^  w

had been problems, and the idea was that it should bo updated,

sent / ...



sent up to head office for approval and ratification and 

thereafter printed.

Was Harry Singh going tc do this? --- Yes, that fell

in with his duties.

No, but what I am asking is did he give any 

indication as to whether he was going to comply or not?

--- Well that was - the impression I got from him was that

National Council said: look, the newsletter is long overdue,

make sure that you update the stuff, send it up to head

office and let us get on with publishing the newsletter, 10

Now, does Annexure 4 contain your handwriting in

any place? --- Is this now Count 7 - no, there is nothing

here that is in my handwriting.

COURT: Have you the original there, I think the exhibit 

that was handed in, the stencil, shows quite a lot of it

written in manuscript? --- Yes, this is what I have in front

of me.

MR. SOGGOT: And the suggestion I think was made by Singh

that you said that despite the decision of the National

Council he should contact Allan Jeffrey and have the thing 20
sic

printed, what do you say about that? --- No, that is.

incorrect.

And did you as far as the compiling of the stencil 

is concerned, did you have any conversation with Harry Singh?

--- No, not at all, because I did not compile any of these

stencils and I could not see hoi; such a conversation could 

have arose since I did not compile these at all. And if 

Harry Singh is correct in saying that I said: look, to hell 

with what National Council says you go ahead, contact Allan(sic) 

Jeffrey or whoever it was, everything printed here. Now this 30 

was immediately after his return from the Semi-*0on, it was

the / ...
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the f i r s t  M o n d a y  or T u e s d a y ,  the b e g i n n i n g  of S e p t e m b e r  1974,

he had e n o u g h  time to r o n e o  the stuff, get it c o l l a t e d  and

p r i n t e d  if that was the i n t e n t i o n  and this is w h a t  I said to

him, he had e n o u g h  time  f r o m  that p e r i o d  r i g h t  up to the

15th S e p t e m b e r  w h e n  he was i n v o l v e d  in the s y m p o s i u m ,  and up

to t he n he had just u n d e r  a w e e k  b e f o r e  he was a c t i v e l y

i n v o l v e d  in the p r e p a r a t i o n s  for the ral ly , s u f f i c i e n t  time

to do w h a t e v e r  he says I said he m u s t  do, but w h i c h  he did

not. He did not even, a c c o r d i n g  to his t e s t i m o n y  in this

C o u r t ,  h a n d  the stuff o v e r  to s o m e b o d y  else, A l l a n  J e f f r e y  10

for e x a m p l e ,  s ay in g:  you go a h e a d  and get the stuff r o n e o e d .

It was a s i m p l e  m a t t e r  just r o n e o i n g  it.

Now as far as g e n e r a l  E X H I B I T  G.l is c o n c e r n e d ,  I w a n t
t

you to look  at pa ges  101 and 102. ---  Yes, I have it.

D o e s  that c o n t a i n  your  h a n d w r i t i n g ?  T h o s e  p a g e s ?

---  No, 101 and 102 do not.

And h a v e  a look at p a g e s  25 and 26? ---  "The N .I .C .

e m p l o y s  d o u b l e  s t a n d a r d s ? "

Yes, is that in y o u r h a n d w r i t i n g ?  ---  No, it is not.

A n d  page 19? ---  Is that " B l a c k  g e n o c i d e  in M o z a m b i q u e ? "  20

T ha t  is r i g h t .  Is that in y o u r  h a n d w r i t i n g ?  ---  No, it

is not.

N o w  one o t h e r  f e a t u r e  of H a r r y  S i n g h ’s e v i d e n c e .  He 

s u g g e s t s ,  I th in k ,  that you a s k e d  h i m to o r g a n i s e  as m a n y  

p e o p l e  as m e m b e r s  as p o s s i b l e  to go to the n a t i o n a l  c o u n c i l

m e e t i n g .  W h a t  do you say a b o u t  that? ---  Wel l,  here a g a i n  it

is a case of H a r r y  S i n g h  t r y i n g  to i m p u t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to 

me w h e r e  it d o e s  not r e a l l y  i n c r i m i n a t e  me at all, and this 

thi ng h a p p e n e d  this way, that he p h o n e d  me and said that he 

w a n t e d  n a m e s  of c e r t a i n  m e m b e r s  of BPC. I r e m e m b e r  30
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specifically the names of Richard Haidoo, Reverend llayathula,

and Collin Jeffrey who had moved office at that time, lie was 

working in an office and had shifted. Come of the persons 

whom he had wanted to contact because lie intended going up 

to Hammanskraal, he wanted to hire a Combi and there were 

places that he needed to fill up in order that that could bo 

a profitable venture, and it was in this context that 1 

gave him telephone numbers that I had of those persons he 

requested.

Did you make any suggestions regarding the Semi-Con 10

p r o g r a m m e ?---Oh yes, Harry Singh says that No. 5 crime down

to Durban, came to me saying: look I need assistance for 

this programme, that is perfectly ridiculous, he is trying 

to says look, I am not the only stooge here, Ho.5 also comes 

to lio.l and gets all sorts of advice, that is ridiculous.

You deny it, all right. — Ho.5 did no such thing.

MR. REES; il'lord, he did not deny it, he merely referred to 

it as ridiculous? --- I repeat I just said I did notsuch thing.

20

HR. SOGGOT: I am encouraging the witness to simply say: I 

deny it. Now, BPC - PAUGN -- as far as the BPC symposium 

is concerned, held on the 15th September at the Ivajee Ilall,

15th September 1974, did you help in the arrangements for it

at all? --- Yes, I did.

’./hat assistance did you give.' --- Well - PAUSE -

This is not very important, can you just summarise

it briefly? --- Well I assisted when certain members of BPC

broached the subject with the suggestion of a title for the 

symposium, and we jointly discussed the different spheres 

which speakers could speali on, I assisted with the banners.

Who compiled BPC N for November 1? --- Can I have 3{)

a look at that? --- Yes, I did the second and third pages.

You / ...



Y o u  did that? ---  Yes.

A nd  as far as this d o c u m e n t  is c o n c e r n e d ,  w a s  this

i s s u e d  w i t h  or w i t h o u t  E x e c u t i v e  a p p r o v a l ?  ---  W e l l ,  H a r r y

S i n g h  was on the E x e c u t i v e  at this time, he saw it. C o l i n  

J e f f r e y  the v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  of BPC was a r o u n d ,  he saw it. In 

any e v e n t  this was a l o ca l  BPC a f f a i r .  It was a s p e c i f i c  

s e m i n a r  on B l a c k  C o n s c i o u s n e s s  at w h i c h  this was d i s t r i b u t e d .

It g i v e s  a fair  idea of w h a t  BPC is a b o u t .

Did you get H a r r y  S i n g h  to t e l e p h o n e  No. 5 to a t t e n d  

this s y m p o s i u m ?  ---  No, I d i d  not. 10

BPC N.2 - N for N o v e m b e r ,  w il l  you h a v e  a l oo k  at that

p l e a s e ?  Did you w r i t e  an y  of that? ---  Y e s ,  this is w h a t

H a r r y  S i n g h  says w a s  his s p e e c h  at the s y m p o s i u m  in q u e s t i o n .

My h a n d w r i t i n g  is on the f i r s t  p a g e  of the d o c u m e n t  i n c l u d e d  

in the f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  a f t e r  the w o r d s  " . . . T h e  old A f r i c a n  

s a y i n g  goes ..."

Up to? ---  W h a t  is in my h a n d w r i t i n g  is the q u o t a t i o n

w h i c h  says " W h e n  the W h i t e s  c am e  to our c o u n t r y ,  we had the

land and t h e y  had the B i bl e.  N o w  we h av e  the B i b l e  and they

h a v e  the l a n d . "  20

Is that the end of y ou r  h a n d w r i t i n g ?  ---  T ha t  is c o r r e c t .

D o e s  y o u r  h a n d w r i t i n g  a p p e a r  a n y w h e r e  e l se  on this

d o c u m e n t ?  ---  Yes, this is w h a t  is w r i t t e n  in p e n c i l  here,

g r a p h i t e ,  q u o t a t i o n  by A i m é  C e s a i r é .

Did you w r i t e  that out? ---  Yes, I did.

Tell  us b r i e f l y  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  that you w r o t e  f i r s t

that q u o t a t i o n  and then the q u o t e  f r o m  C e s a i r é ?  ---  W e l l ,  a

f ew  d a y s  b e f o r e  the s y m p o s i u m ,  the s y m p o s i u m  was on the

15th S e p t e m b e r  1974, H a r r y  S i n g h  c a m e  up to my  flat and said

that he w a n t e d  the e x a c t  w o r d s  if I r e m e m b e r e d  t h e m  of what I put 3 0
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down here, this section I raad out of "When the White man 

came here ..etcetera1'. He knew the gist of it he wanted to 

know whether I knew the exact words, I said I did, and the 

document, I do not remember how many pages he came to mo 

with on that occasion, but about the first page I can be 

specific and say that he had a blank after the word 11 goes'1, 

and I filled in the quotation in my handwriting. The Oesa.iro 

quote - PAUSE -

How when you filled that in did you hand back the

document? ---  I handed back the document and he mentioned 10

to me, well, I am going to speak about sell-outs and 

collaborationists in that context end the true struggle in 

terms of BPC, and I am going to liken Gaika, the classic 

sell-out in South African history with Gatsha Buthelczi.

By the word sell-out you mean a traitor? --- Yes.

Yes? --- Well, I found that that was - PAUSE

And the Cesairé quotation I am not specific about, 

now I lent Harry Singh some time before this occasion when 

he came to me with this piece of paper or pieces of paper, a 

book by Edward Roux entitled "Time longer than rope1' - a 20

South African author, and I am not too certain whether Ainié 

Cesairé was given to Harry Singh on that occasion whether 

it was in that context or whether it was :specifically when 

Harry Singh came to me for this quotation.

COURT : Just enlighten me about Gaika, you say he was a

person who betrayed somebody? --- Well Gaika was a Xhosa

chief in the early days of settlement in this country, and 

he collaborated to a large extent with the English in their 

expansionist policies in the Cape.

HR. SOGGOT: Harry Singh, is he familiar with the use of a "jC

typewriter, I mean does he type? --- Oh yes, Harry Singh

does / ...
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does type, in fact I had his typewriter at my house when 

3PC R.l was being prepared, that was the only period that 

the typewriter had occasion to be in my possession, there 

was no other occasion wjien the typewriter was in my possess! 

But I did not assist Harry Singh at all with the rest of 

his speech.

Now, if I may refer you to some miscellaneous 

points which are out of the chronology, you recited 

"Dedication '1 at a Sharpeville commemoration spcecho not so / 

--- Yes.

Now at that same meeting in respect of which there 

is a tape before the Court, Harry Nengwekhulu also spoke?

--- Is that in 1972 now, 19th March 1972?

That is correct? --- Yes.

Now, did you hear Nengwekhulu's speech? --- I did

I was present.

That I think is in SASO B.l, and what was the

response of the audience to that speech? --- ',/ell the speech

was a bit of a bathos ..(Hr. Soggot intervenes)

It was a bit of a bathos you s a y ---Yes.

An anticlimax? --- Yes, it was a rambling speech,

he was making no statement really, he was saying one thing 

and saying the other, he was not saying anything in effect. 

And there were occasional bursts of laughter at what he had 

to say, and - well, some of us, that is, I am speaking 

specifically now of Accused No.4, Br. I-Iokoape, Accused i.ro.9, 

Strini Hoodley, Hr. Steve Biko and Hr. Barney Pityana had 

occasion after the meeting to censure Harry Nengwekhulu.

’/hat did you say to him? ... l/ell, it was not a

prepared speech, he had notes but he was rambling on and on, 

and we felt he was bringing us into disrepute by making

certain / ...

011.

10

20
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certain statements and mailing other statements, making non

statements in effect, it was a type of caricature, and we 

censured him for this type of thing, and the effect could 

have been misleading.

What do you mean by that, be a little bit more

specific pleaser --- Well, some places he says: I am not

speaking about this, and other places he sajrs : I am speaking 

about this, you know, there were so many different things 

that he was saying, making non-statements in effect.

And what was his response to your castigation? 10

--- Well he felt hurt naturally, he thought well, he is

a great orator, but he did accede to our sentiments in that 

respect.

Now as far as you are concerned does his speech 

arouse any feelings or encourage any feelings of hostility

in you? --- In me, no, it did not, in fact as I said there

were moments when - I think this comes clearly across on the 

tapes also, people laughed when he made certain statements.

Would you say it generated any particular excitement

in the audience? --- No, as I said initially it was a bathos, 20

totally from the sublime to the ridiculous and from the 

ridiculous to the sublime, getting nowhere in effect.

Another point out of the chronology, I think that 

Harry Singh made a Press statement in regard to the Overport 

branch? --- Is this when-the Overport branch was formed?

That is correct? --- Yes I remember that.

Did you read it in the Press? --- Yes I did.

Did you have any conversation with Singh about it?

--- Yes I met him after that, and congratulated him on putting

forward the case of BPC so well especially in view of the 30

incipient nature of BPC, the formation of branches was just

afoot / ...
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afoot at that stage.

I want to show you a copy of it - is that it?

--- That is it, yes.

And what did he say in regard to this article?

--- Well he was pleased that the article found favour and

that he was putting across the ideas of BPC as they ought to 

be correctly put across.

Any indications from him as to what he thought about 

the accuracy of this article?

HR. Id-iEo; M 1 lord, was this ever put to Harry Singh, if not 10 

the State is entitled to know why it was not put, he could 

have commented on the accuracy or otherwise.

I-IR. SOC-G-QT; II1 lord, Your Lordship is aware I was not acting 

for Harry Singh at the time, I do not think that this in 

fact was available at the time of his cross-examination, but 

perhaps - do you know, Mr. Cooper, whether this ..(witness

intervenes) --- What I remember is that Counsel who was

representing me at that stage, Mr. Allaway, did put to Harry 

singh the circumstances surrounding this particular Press 

statement, and Harry Singh agreed that he did make such a 2'J

statement, and there is no indication that he made such a 

statement with tongue in cheek.

COURTi Well, what is the point of the statement?

i-iR._ SOG-GrOT; M'lord, I think it is relevant to the man's own

role and the reality or otherwise of the Overport branch.

MR. REES* M ’lord, it seems to me if I understand this answor 

correctly that the contents of the statement were deliberately 

withheld from Harry Singh when it war; put to him, because it 

is said he was questioned around it etcetera, and he did not 

say anything with tongue in cheek, the statement could have 30 

been put to him and he could have been asked these questions.

II1 lord / ...
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---II1 lord, I think Mr. Soggot correctly put forward that

thin particular cutting was not available at that time. I 

was aware of it and I accordingly instructed Counsel on the 

matter.

I4R. SQGGOT: M'lord, that is according to my instructions,

I am afraid. May we hand in this Exhibit.

COURTs Well I think you can put it to him and if anything 

arises out of it, we will have to consider whether we should 

recall Singh.

HR. SQGGOT : No, that is perfectly so. 10

COURT; Well I am still not sure what the purpose is of 

using the statement.

IIR. SQGGOT: II'lord, as a contemporary note which was 

approved by Singh at the time of what he himself said and 

what he himself said about the status of this branch and 

his involvement in it. —— Your Lordship will recall that 

Harry Singh said that I asked him to form this branch as a 

sort of facade of additional voting strength, and I think 

the Further Particulars allege somewhere that I encouraged 

him to form this branch in September, this article in the 20

13th August 1972.

COURT: Well perhaps it is a convenient stage to take the 

adjournment, perhaps Counsel can find the cross-examination 

about this document.

M R . SQGGOT : I will find it, M'lord, in the interim.

COURT ADJOURNS

COURT RESUMES :

SATHASIVAIT COOPER, STILL UNDER Oa T H !

EXAMINATION BY H R . SQGGOT CONTINUED:. M'lord, what doen

appear from the record in that there was crons-examination 30

of Singh on this sort of contention which he made at page 42

and / ...



and that is when he is ached;

"Will you tell the Court very briefly whether your
v  iy  i /  u

branch was a very active branch and what happened 

to it? - Ho, my branch was not a very active branch 

in fact it was a defunct branch, formed merely for 

having voting powers at congresses. There were only 

a few members, we did not have the specified ?S>. '' 

Now, M'lord, this newspaper article is relevant to that. 

M'lord, may we beg leave to hand it in as LXKI3IT II\J. Hr. 

Cooper, what I want you to do is indicate briefly to His 

lordship, those BPC documents, without referring you to them

- without referring to the actual exhibits - those BPC 

documents which you were aware of prior to your arrest in 

this matter, and also what I want you to do is indicate to 

Ilis Lordship the ambit of their circulation, to the extent 

that you know about them, for example Durban documents 

whether they were only circulated in Durban, or whether they 

irould go elsewhere in the country. I hand to you a note 

drawn up by you as an analysis of it. Can you, going through 

the various exhibits tell us your knowledge and their 

circulation?

HR. REPS; 1-11 lord, I think the witness should tell the Court 

when he drew U P  this document, and what exactly i t  is, that 

he is referring to now.

HR. SOG-GrOT: M'lord, it is his own note - M'lord, my learned 

friend can cross-examinee him on that as to when he drew it up 

HR. KEDo: M'lord, with respect, my learned friend has got 

to lay the evidence before the Court in proper form, it is 

not a matter of saying I can cross-examine, he has got to 

say what it is, the witness has got a document in his hand, 

he has got to say what it is and whore it comes from.



M R . S O G G O T : M ’lord, I h a v e  a l r e a d y  said it is his own note.

THE C O U R T : W h e n  di d  y o u  p r e p a r e  these n o t e s ?  ---  I p r e p a r e d

t h e m  this m o r n i n g .

W h e r e  did you get y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m ?  ---  F r o m  the

e x h i b i t s  and my  k n o w l e d g e  of them.

So, I m e a n  it m e r e l y  r e f e r s  to the e x h i b i t s ,  to a s s i s t

you w i t h  y ou r  r e f e r e n c e  to e x h i b i t s ?  ---  T ha t is c o r r e c t .

M R . S O G G O T ; M ' l o r d ,  to save time. Can you r u n t h r o u g h  it

b r i e f l y  p l e a s e ?  ---  Yes. BPC A.l is the M i n u t e s  of the

D . O . C . C .  m e e t i n g  in D e c e m b e r  197 1, I was a w ar e  of that d o c u m e n t .  10 

It o u g h t  to h a v e  b e e n  sent to p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  and o f f i c e  b e a r e r s  

s u b s e q u e n t  to the BPC b e i n g  f o r m e d .  BPC A . 2 I am a wa re  of.

T h e s e  are the M i n u t e s  of the A l a n  T a y l o r  r e s i d e n c e  ad hoc

c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  h el d  in M a y  1972. D r a k e  K o k a ......(Mr.

S o g g o t  i n t e r v e n e s )

M R . S O G G O T : N o w  you h a v e  a l r e a d y  d e a l t  w i t h  who that shou ld

h a v e  g o n e  to? ---  Yes. A . 3 I am a w ar e of. This is p r o g r a m m e

for the E d e n d a l e  i n a u g u r a l  c o n v e n t i o n  of BPC held in Ju l y  1972, 

as a l s o  is BPC A . 3 ( a ) .  T h e s e  the i n v i t e e s  w o u l d  be a w a r e  of 

and p a r t i c i p a n t s  at the a c t u a l  c o n v e n t i o n .  BPC B . 1 - the se are 20 

all BPC d o c u m e n t s  by the wa y  - BPC B . 1, the E d e n d a l e  M i n u t e s ,

I am a w a re  of them. T h e y  o u g h t  to be sent to p a r t i c i p a n t s  and 

d e l e g a t e s  to the fi r s t  c o n g r e s s  w h e r e  t h e s e  w e r e  r a t i f i e d .

BPC B.2 I am a w a r e  of. That is the C o n s t i t u t i o n  and this was 

for g e n e r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ,  b r a n c h e s ,  m e m b e r s .

BPC C.l I am a w a r e  of. It is a s p o n s o r s h i p  letter. It o u g h t  

to h a v e  b e e n  sent to p e r s o n s  on the m a i l i n g  list. BPC C.2 I 

am a w a r e  of. It is a P r e s s  r e l e a s e  p r i o r  to the h o l d i n g  of the 

f i r s t  c o n g r e s s ,  the i n t e r i m  E x e c u t i v e  w o u l d  have be e n  a w a r e  of 

that  P r e s s  s t a t e m e n t .  30
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BPC C.3, I am aware of, these are the riinutes of the first 

congress, participants at that congress would have been 

sent these as would branches which attended, and interested 

parties depending on the Executive and its mailing list.

BPC 0.4 I am aware of, these are administration Resolutions, 

this is a draft, and it ought to have been seen by the 

person who prepared the I-iinutes, and myself. BPC C.T> I am 

aware of, this is Communique 1 of 1973, the various agencies 

and persons that exhibits indicate were sent these, would 

have been aware of these. BPC C.6, I am not certain whether 10 

I have seen this before, in all likelihood not, this is o. 

foreign investment address list, BPC head office ought to 

have had a copy of this. BPC C.7, I am not aware of, these 

are persons named and the letters sent off regarding foreign 

investment. I am not aware ofthe actual letter. BPC C.7(a;, 

this series consists of letters sent to various embassies.

I am not aware of the actual document. BPC C.G, this is a 

statement or a paper by Accused No.5 on foreign investment;

I am not aware of that document prior to this case. BPC 0.9? 

this is the G-atsha Butlielezi Press statement with the four 20 

signatories to it, I was aware of that document, and the 

Press ought to have received that.

When you say the Press, where would it have been 

released' ——-- This would have been released in Durban, to 

Durban newspapers. I think the list of newspapers is listed 

on the back of that particular document, I think I made 

reference to it this morning.

Carry on? --- BPC 0.1, this is e. strike Press

statement, the original seems to be the one before the Court,

I am not aware that it was issued to the Press, it may have 30 

been issued to the Press if at all, I am not aware of that

document / ...



d o c u m e n t .  BPC D. 2 this is the s t e v a d o r e s  s t r i k e  P r e s s  s t a t e 

m e nt .  I w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a w a r e  of it, c o p i e s  w o u l d  have  b e e n  

kept as w o u l d  all the o t h e r  d o c u m e n t s .  This w o u l d  have b e e n  

i s s u e d  to D u r b a n  n e w s p a p e r s .  BPC D.3 this is the r a c i a l  

h o s t i l i t y  p a m p h l e t  on w h i c h  I was c h a r g e d .  A copy w o u l d  have 

b e e n  at head  o f f i c e  as I w o u l d  have  had a c o p y  and this was 

d i s t r i b u t e d  at two bus r a n k s  as I e x p l a i n e d  to Y o u r  L o r d s h i p  

y e s t e r d a y .  BPC D.4 I am a w a r e  of. T h i s  is the C o r o n a t i o n  

s t r i k e  p a m p h l e t  and it was d i s t r i b u t e d  as I e x p l a i n e d  y e s t e r d a y  

at one f a c t o r y  of C o r o n a t i o n .  BPC E.l I am not c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  10 

I h a v e  seen this d o c u m e n t  at all b e f o r e .  This  is a l e t t e r  by 

Si p h o  B u t h e l e z i  as the f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a  1 to v a r i o u s  

b r a n c h e s  r e g a r d i n g  the c o m m e m o r a t i o n  of the S h a r p e v i l l e  o c c a s i o n .  

BPC E.2 this is a b r a n c h  c i r c u l a r  sent by the J o h a n n e s b u r g  

c e n t r a l  b r a n c h  of BPC r e g a r d i n g  the s a me  ev e n t ,  that is 

S h a r p e v i l l e .  BPC E.3 I am a w a r e  of. This is the a d v e r t  for 

the K a j e e  H al l m e e t i n g  w h i c h  I deal w i t h  e a r l i e r  this m o r n i n g .

It w o u l d  h av e b e e n  d i s t r i b u t e d  in D u r b a n  for that s p e c i f i c  

K a j e e  Hall m e e t i n g .  BPC E.5 this s e e m s  to be a fact p a p e r ,  

s i m i l a r  to the type of i n f o r m a t i o n  b r o c h u r e .  It w o u l d  have 20

b e e n  an U . N . B .  m e e t i n g .

You m e a n  d i s t r i b u t e d  to p e o p l e  t h e r e ?  ---  At the m e e t i n g ,

yes. BPC E . 5 ( a )  this is a fact p a p e r  a ls o on the same lines 

and it s e em s to me that this is a J o h a n n e s b u r g  b r a n c h  a f f a i r .

I am not a w a r e  of this d o c u m e n t .  BPC E.6 this is e n t i t l e d  

"A b r i e f  r e v i e w  of the B l a c k  s t r u g g l e  in S o u t h  A f r i c a "  and the 

p e r s o n  who w o u l d  h av e  b e e n  a w a r e  of this, is the w r i t e r  Sipho 

B u t h e l e z i  and m y s e l f .  I was h a n d e d  this d o c u m e n t  as p u b l i c  

r e l a t i o n s  o f f i c e r .  BPC E.7 I am a w a r e  of. This is a fact pa p e r  

a l o n g  the l i n e s  of the 3 0

- 3685 - C O O P E R

S h a r p e v i l l e  / ...



S h a r p e v i l l e  fact p a p e r s,  It w o u l d  have b e e n  at an U . N . B .  

m e e t i n g ,  d i s t r i b u t e d  there. BPC F.l I am not a w a r e  of. This 

is a P r e s s  s t a t e m e n t  a f t e r  the b a n n i n g s  of the fi rst B P C / S A S O  

o f f i c i a l s .  It w o u l d  have b e e n  i s s u e d  to the P r e s s  in 

J o h a n n e s b u r g .  It e m a n a t e s  s e e m i n g l y  f r o m  the o f f i c e  of the 

s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l . BPC G.l I am not a w ar e  of. This is a 

l e t t e r  to C l e m e n s  K a p u w o , and the w r i t e r  of the d o c u m e n t  as 

h e a d  o f f i c e  p e r s o n n e l  and E x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e  b e a r e r s ,  m a y  have 

b e e n  a w a r e  of it and the r e c i p i e n t  of c o u r s e ,  that is if he 

r e c e i v e d  it. BPC G.2 the same a p p l i e s .  It is a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  

to C l e m e n s  K a p u w o .  BPC G.3 the same a p p l i e s .  I am not a w a r e  

of it. The  r e c i p i e n t  w o u l d  ha v e r e c e i v e d  it if he did, it 

is a l e t t e r  to S W A P O  f r o m  head o f f i c e ,  the G - s e r i e s . BPC H.l 

I am a w a r e  of. This is the c o n g r e s s  M i n u t e s  for the sec on d 

c o n g r e s s .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  w o u l d  ha v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e m  and b r a n c h e s  

that a t t e n d e d ,  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  m a y  have  r e c e i v e d  them.

W h e n  you say b r a n c h e s ,  w o u l d  all the m e m b e r s  of the

b r a n c h e s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  this or m e r e l y  the b r a n c h ?  ---  No, the

s e c r e t a r y  o u g h t  to h av e  r e c e i v e d  such a d o c u m e n t .  BPC H.2 I 

am a w a r e  of. This  d e a l s  w i t h  b a s i c a l l y ,  if my m e m o r y  se r v e s  

me c o r r e c t l y ,  the s t r u c t u r e  and c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of po li cy . I 

r e c e i v e d  it. It was p r e p a r e d  by head o f f i c e ,  I am not c e r t a i n  

w h e t h e r  it was p r e p a r e d  by Mr. C h r i s  M o k o d i t o a ,  the v i c e -  

p r e s i d e n t  at the time of BPC, or Mr. Sipho  B u t h e l e z i ,  who was 

the s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  of BPC at that time. That is n o w  late 

1972 e a r l y  1973. BPC H.3 I am not aw ar e of. This  is M a y a t h u l a 1 s 

" t o o l s  d o w n "  le tt er .  BPC J.l I am a w a re  of. This is a SASO 

d o c u m e n t  w h e n  Shezi was a s s a s s i n a t e d .  It was d i s t r i b u t e d  at the 

f u n e r a l ,  if I r e m e m b e r  c o r r e c t l y ,  and it was a v a i l a b l e  at SASO 

o f f i c e .  This is w h e r e  I got my copy.
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BPC J.2, I seem to be aware of this document, and it is also 

dealing with Shezi, this is a BPC document and would have 

been distributed at the tombstone unveiling ceremony. BPC R.l 

I am not aware of, this is a sponsorship letter, and it 

emanates from head office, it seems to be directed at a 

particular person or group of persons. BPC L.l I am not 

aware of, this is a poem, I think it is headed "we must die" 

if it is correct it would have been distributed at that 

memorial service. BPC L.2 I am aware of, Ï first saw it in 

Compol, BPC M.l is a Press statement, I am not aware of it, 10 

it deals with the Doornkop removals. BPC II.1 I am aware of,

I prepared the document, that is "Towards Freedom" now 

in connection with the symposium held at the Kajee Hall, it 

was distributed at the symposium and persons present would 

have received it. The national organiser was present at 

that meeting, and he would have kept a copy. BPC 17.2, I an 

aware of, that is Harry Singh's speech in that form that it 

is before the Court. These photographs BPC IT. 3 and II. 4 I ;jn 

aware of, Harry Singh would have been aware of them as would 

have Accuscd Ho.3 I think, I am not too certain about Accused 20 

No.5. BPC 0.1 I am ax/are of, participants at the Semi-Con 

would have received such a document, it is the Semi-Con 

programme, Your Lordship will remember. BPC P.l I am not 

aware of, this is a branch circular sent out by Accused No. 'j 

in his new position of joint secretary and national organicor. 

BPC Q.l I am aware of, this is a paper presented by the then 

vice-president of BPC, that is Mr. Chris ITokoditoa on the 9th 

June 1973. It seems to have been a specific paper presented 

I think at a national council meeting, although I may bo 

incorrect on that. BPC Q.2 I am not aware of, it appears to 30 

be a paper at a national council meeting held on the 16th

March / ...
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March 1974 by the national organiser at the time, that i 

Accused No.5> Mr. Nkomo. BPC R.l I am aware of, I prepared 

the document in conjunction with Harry Singh, and overseas 

sponsors who would have been seen by Singh would have received 

such a document. I should imagine that besides Harry Singh 

and myself Hr. Parisani ought to have had a copy of this 

background and sponsorship motivation paper. BPC R.l(a) is 

the address list, this is a SASO document, and Harry Singh - 

in reference to the relevant time, Harry Singh would have 

been aware of it and myself. BPC R.2, this is a sponsorship 10 

letter by Sipho Buthelezi and the sponsors ought to have 

received it, and office-bearers, copies would have been 

sent to whoever he asked for funds. BPC S.2 I am not aware 

of, this seems to be a statement or statements on certain 

issues by Mr. Mapetla Mohapi, King William’s Town, this is 

where Hr. Mohapi is from, and I think it was restricted to 

King ’william’s Town. BPC T.l I am aware of, that is the 

paper by Steve Biko on Black Consciousness, this would 

have been disseminated generally to whoever was interested, 

and if he did present the paper at a particular meeting, 20

probably to the attendants at that meeting.

May I just interrupt you, that article on Black 

Consciousness, does it in your opinion fairly reflect the

views of the organisation on Black Consciousness? --- I should

say more than fairly. The rest of the T-series of documents, 

that is 2, 3 and 4, I am not aware of, these are poems and 

they seem to have been typed out at head office, and I am 

not too certain who would have seen them besides the writers.

Is that it? --- That concludes it.

Now, do you speak Tamil or Gujarati? --- No, I 30

do not, except for certain salutations.

No;/ / ...



Nov, I do not think we need to get this out, but 

you know that in liXHIBIT 11.4(a) - Ii for kilo, vhieh is a 

3ASC newsletter, there is a reference to a Chatsvorth

meeting, is that right? --- Would that be the one where the

Ugandan Asians article is in?

I will just get it? --- Yes.

Would you refer us to the page? --- On page 4

of the document at the bottom on the left hand side, the 

heading is 11 Chatsvorth Bus dispute11, it continues onto page f>

ïTov I do not think that you need to read it, are 

you aware of the contents of this article? --- Yes I am.

As far as the meeting is concerned? ---  Yes.

And is it a correct reflection of your understandin 

of what went on? --- Yes it is.

Thank you. How also you wrote a document called 

"What is Black theatre11 that was General INHIBIT G.3(a), oan 

you just tell us in one word what Black theatre is designed 

to do? — - Is that the one that is headed, "./hat is Black 

theatre" - dealing with G.3 this seems to be the text of 

the document, my handwriting is specifically on G.3(a) 

but what is marked G.3(a) that I have before me is not what 

I am referring to, I think it is incorrectly marked G.3(a), 

G.3(a) ought to be where at the top in straight brackets 

it says "oaths Cooper" and there is a stroke, the first 

paragraph has been struck off, that is in my handwriting, 

that is correctly G.3(a).

COU R T ; G.3(a) is really the manuscript of G.3? --- Well the

whole series of tliis document.

HR. oOGGQT; 1/hat is your G.3(a) then? ---Ily G.3(a) is not

in my handwriting, this is not the one that I am referring 

to, it is incorrectly marked.
» V

Court / ...



THE C O U R T : Oh, it is p a g e  70 p r o b a b l y .  Will you look at page 70? 

MR. S O G G O T : It is p a g e  70, M ’lord, that I want  h i m  to be r e f e r r e d

to. ---  The one w h e r e  the fir st  p a r a g r a p h  is s t r u c k  off, that is

the one in my h a n d w r i t i n g .  I w r o t e  this t o w a r d s  the end, no, 

not the end, some time in D e c e m b e r  1972. I p r e s e n t e d  it at a 

S A BT U  - that is the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  B l a c k  T h e a t r e  U n i o n  - f u n c t i o n  

in C a p e  Town, to w h i c h  I r e f e r r e d  Y o u r  L o r d s h i p  in c o n n e c t i o n  

w i t h  c o m i n g  up f r o m  C a p e  T o w n  to a t t e n d  the f i r s t  c o n g r e s s ,  I 

p r e s e n t e d  this p a p e r  there. It was a c o n f e r e n c e  of the S o u t h  

A f r i c a n  B l a c k  T h e a t r e  U n i o n .  N o w  the r e s t  of it is the same 10

d o c u m e n t  and G.3 w a s  p r e s e n t e d  as the d o c u m e n t  i n d i c a t e s ,  by 

S i p h o  B u t h e l e z i  on my b e h a l f .  It says " p r e p a r e d  by Saths 

C o o p e r 11 at a p a r t i c u l a r  f u n c t i o n  some time in J a n u a r y .

I t h i n k  we are j u s t  i n t e r e s t e d  in w h a t  B l a ck  t h e a t r e

is abou t. Can you tell us v e r y  b r i e f l y ?  ---  Well, - P A U S E  -

As to w h a t  the i n t e n t i o n  is? ---  V e r y ,  v e r y  s h o r t l y  this

is that B l a c k  t h e a t r e  s h o u l d  be r e l e v a n t  t h e a t r e ,  and the 

t a s k  f a c i n g  B l a c k  a r t i s t s  in S o u t h  A f r i c a .  C o u l d  this G . 3 (a ) 

b e c o r r e c t e d ?  20

I do not t h i n k  t h e r e  is any c o n f u s i o n  at the m o m e n t .

Now, Mr. C o o p e r ,  BPC F.l - F for fox, that is the one w h i c h  

t a l k s  a b o u t  11 ... th e r e  w i l l  n e v e r  be a n o t h e r  Shar p e v i 1 1 e . . . "

Do you r e m e m b e r  t h a t ? --- I h a v e  that d o c u m e n t .  Yes, this is

the b a n n i n g s  P r e s s  s t a t e m e n t .

Now, who w r o t e  that? ---  I am not too c e r t a i n  who w r o t e

this. I s h o u l d  i m a g i n e  it c a m e  f r o m  one of the E x e c u t i v e  

o f f i c e  b e a r e r s  at h ea d o f f i c e .

Now, how do you u n d e r s t a n d  this d o c u m e n t ?  Do you see it

as a call for v i o l e n c e ?  ---  Oh no, d e f i n i t e l y  not. 30

Well, b r i e f l y  give  us your v i e w  of it? ---  Well, it
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is talking about bannings in the context that everybody in 

this country is under banning orders, and he talks specifically 

about the role of Vorster and his Unite regime in terms of 

the struggle in this country, and it says that Vorster is 

the only man who will determine the nature of the struggle 

and he will decide whether there will be another Vietnam 

or another Gharpeville in this country, or whether there 

will be the solution that BPC is opting for. In fact it 

is offering Vorster the solution and saying; we are the ones 

that are going to save you from such an eventuality, which 10 

of course BPC is deprecating.

I think just to make that a little bit clearer,

what is BPC deprecating? --- The eventuality of a violent

conflict in this country.

Did you have any knowledge of Gipho Buthelezi's 

visit to the Overport branch in .1973, or any suggestion 

about military t r a i n i n g ? --- Ho, I did not.

Did you have any discussion about guerrilla 

warfare with Harry Gingh, about the efficacy of guerrilla 

warfare? --- Ho, not about the efficacy of guerrilla warfare.20

Or that Accused ITo.4'8 brother was in charge of 

a group of guerrillas, and that you should send people to him?

--- Ho, not at all.

Were you a good friend of his or what, how would

you define your relationship? --- Veil I would say I had a

normal social relationship with Harry Gingh, and our paths 

crossed in connection with BPC.

And was ever anything said or done in the 

organisation which could have given Harry Gingh the impression 

that BPC policy would ultimately lead to violent confrontation 3'- 

with the S t a t e ? ---That is a concoction of Harry Gingli1 s.

Now / ...



How we had come reference to putting a bomb near 

Major Stadler's car, do you know anything about that?

---  Well that was in the context of Harry Singh knowing

about the Security Branch visiting his flat.

Yes, what did he s a y ? ---And he had a bucc there
*  i /  l . '

as he attempted to burn down Mrs. Fatimah Meer's house, to 

do something to Major Stadler's car. I am not so certain 

whether it was Major Stadler's car specifically, but one 

of the Security Branch officer.

.and did you say anything to him about this 10

ambition of his? — - I thought it was a joke, I mean a 

person says: I want to bomb your car, you don't take him 

literally in that context, especially since I thought that 

Harry Singh had gotten out of his desperado life.

How did you and/or Mayathula and/or hr. Mokoape 

Accused Ho.4? contemplate a change of policy in BPO in regard, 

to the sending out of people for training? ---  No.

And as far as the supreme command is concerned,

what do you say about this? --- Absolute nonsense, that type

of thing only arose when wo were in detention, and the 20

Security Branch were insisting that we had some sort of 

a high command or supreme command just as the A.N.C. had in 

its day.

And was that discussed in the c e l l s ? ---ïliat is

correct.

And would you say that you and Mayathula and Accused 

No.4 and Harry Singh were regarded as - I think it was 

characterised at one stage as a sort of a source of wisdom

or inspiration from which the BPC drank? --- Well, I cannot

speak for what Harry Singh thought, but there was no such yO

formation where people would always come to us for specific

.dvice / ...
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advice and take this advice necessarily. I would like to 

point out that Reverend Hayathula, Dr. Ilokoape, that is 

Accused No.4 and I were founder members of B B C .

Yes, but as a matter of in the reality ttorid, did 

people come from various parts of the Republic to consult 

you people? ---  1/ell in certain respects, yes.

'Jell just tell us ---Well if there was an idoa,

for example there was the idea of the symposium held at 

Kajee Hall in September 1974> members - well they came to 

me and sounded out the idea and I encouraged the holding of 10 

such a symposium, and was interested in it.

But for what purpose did they como to Durban?

--- No, these were Durban members.

But what I am saying that people make pilgrimages 

from any part of the Republic to consult you? No, not

in that respect. Y/hen cortain people in the movement were 

in Durban and around from other parts of the country, they 

would naturally pay a call to me.

Then I think he made the suggestion that the 

BBC's attitude was that Whites had to be got rid of, what 20

do you say about that? --- Veil, for one thing we recognise

in BPC that Whites are a permanent part of this country, we 

recognise them in certain documents, in certain utterances 

as a settler minority regime, but we say that Whites are 

racists, and this we believe in, and this is in so far as 

identification of the area of the problem is concerned, and 

facing our organisational effort towards reaching some sort 

of solution in this country, which solution we have spelt out 

from time to time.

One other thing, what was your relationship with 30

BAWU and did 3rou exercise authority there? --- Well, the Black

Allied / ...



Allied Workers' Union set up an office in Durban in 1974,

I assisted in the setting up of the office, I save certain 

furniture which was surplus towards the formation of the 

office, I assisted the staff at the office to do books of 

account for a certain period, and I assisted in the setting 

up of the bonking account. 1/hen I asked individuals to do 

administrative chores in this respect, they complied with it.

Yes, does that define your relationship' then?'

---In BA1/U yes.

Were there regular Friday visits to your f l a t .

when he and Hayathula were present? --- Are you referring to

Harry Singh?

Harry Singh's evidence? —  • Well as far as I am 

concerned there was no occasion’ when Harry Singh and 

Mayathula were ever present on a Friday evening or any other 

evening together with - in this type of context.

I am not going to go through all the little points, 

was there ever an informal agreement amongst you, Dr.

Mokoape, Singh that there should be a national striker --- Ho

Nov; I think to complete the chronology we can now 

deal with the Durban rally. No;; we wanted to refer to the

tapes as well, that is EXHIBIT C? --- Gan I have EXHIBIT G?

Well, we will come to that in a moment. II1 lord, ho, 

this exhibit, the fifty join the Durban branch been handed 

in to Your Lordship, I think it was EXHIBIT WW.

COURT; Oh yes, I have got this.

MR. SOGGOT; Now, before we deal with any details or tapes, 

tell us in brief clear outline how the idea of having a rally 

germinated, and what was contemplated, end then the history

from that p o i n t ? ---Well I first heard about such fin idea

during the second week of September 1974, I heard that the



i de a e m a n a t e d  f r o m  Mr. M u n t u  M y e z a ,  that is a c c u s e d  No. 2. I 

w e n t  a l o n g  to see h i m  at the S A S O  o f f i c e s  some time that w e e k  

b e f o r e  the 14th S e p t e m b e r  and a s k e d  h i m  wh a t  he had in mi nd.

He said, his f o r m u l a t i o n  w a s  that  he t h o u g h t  SASO o u g h t  to 

i n i t i a t e  i n d e p e n c e  c e l e b r a t i o n  r a l l i e s  at the v a r i o u s  c a m p u s e s  

w h e r e  it had s u p p o r t .  I t h o u g h  it a good idea and we d i s c u s s e d  

the h o l d i n g  of s i m i l a r  r a l l i e s  in m a j o r  c e n t r e s ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  be 

a j o i n t  S A S O / B P C  af f a ir . T h e r e  w e r e  d e t a i l s  like D u r b a n ,  w h e r e  

t h e r e  w o u l d  be a p r o b l e m  of a v e n u e  and I v o l u n t e e r e d  to try and 

s e c u r e  the C u r r i e s  F o u n t a i n  s t a d i u m  for this p u r p o s e .

Did you s e c u r e  it? ---  Yes.

Did you p e r s o n a l l y  go and s e c u r e  it? ---  Wel l, on M o n d a y

the 17th S e p t e m b e r  I w en t  a l o n g ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  p e r s o n s ,  

to C u r r i e s  F o u n t a i n ,  saw S e r g e a n t  B i j o u  in c h a r g e  of the 

g r o u n d s ,  a n d ......(Mr. S o g g o t  i n t e r v e n e s )

MR. S O G G O T : We l l ,  I t h i n k  j u s t  to cut the d e t a i l s ,  did you b o o k  

it? ---  Yes, I m a d e  a t e n t a t i v e  c o n f i r m a t i o n .

An d did you pay a d e p o s i t ?  ---  We ll , this was d o n e  on

that F r i d a y .

Who d id  this? ---  T h i s  was d o n e  by C o l i n  J e f f r e y .

And did he b r i n g  b a c k  a r e c e i p t ?  ---  He did, yes.

And in w h o s e  n a m e  was it b o o k e d ?  ---  It was b o o k e d  in

the n a m e  of B l a c k  A l l i e d  W o r k e r s  U n i o n ,  B A W U .

I just  w a n t  to s h o w  you a p h o t o s t a t i c  c o p y  of the r e c e i p t  

in a m o m e n t  - P A U S E  - this w o u l d  be E X H I B I T  XX. Do you

i d e n t i f y  that as a c o p y  of the r e c e i p t  b r o u g h t ?  ---  Yes, I

do .

M ' l o r d ,  I have told my L e a r n e d  F r i e n d  that the o r i g i n a l  

r e c e i p t  has got lost s o m e w h e r e  in my p a p e r s .  I will g i v e  it 

to him.
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COU R T : Is that a photostatic copy?

HR. SOGGOT: Yes, it is, M ’lord. Carry on, Hr. Cooper?

--- Yes, this was done on the date that is indicated on

the receipt.

Now, can you at this stage indicate to us why it

was booked in the name of BAl/U?---V/ell the organisations in

question, that is BPC and SASO had experience of being banned 

at a particular venue, I am referring now to the banning of 

the Sharpeville commemoration meeting to be held some time 

in March 1974 at the Y.H.C.A. Beatrice Street, Durban, mid 

on this occasion the meeting was banned as a 3A30/BPC affair 

at the venue for a specific period of time. In this context 

we thought of contingency plans being made so that should 

any situation arise we may fall back on these contingency 

plans.

And what was that contingency p l a n ? ---Tliat the

Black Allied Workers Union as a sympathetic organisation 

would continue such a meeting in its own right.

Good, now carry on? --- Bo you want the

chronological involvement of me personally?

Just a brief idea of what happened thereafter end

what preparations were made? --- Right. Well, on tho Monday

as I said I went along with other persons to book the 

Curries Fountain, on the Tuesday I met Harry Singh at Cross 

Street Durban where his car is normally parked, and informed 

him that the Curries Fountain would be available for the 

25th September and the [3th October, which was the first 

Saturday available. In this context I would like to point 

out to Your Lordship that when Accused No.2, that is huntu 

Myeza and I first spoke about the rally, we were thinking 

in terms of organising Curries Fountain for the first Saturda



a f t e r  the i n d e p e n d e n c e  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  that w o u l d  h a v e  been 

the 2 8 t h  S e p t e m b e r .  N o w  this p a r t i c u l a r  S a t u r d a y  was not 

a v a i l a b l e .  To get b a c k  to this p a r t i c u l a r  day, that is the 

T u e s d a y ,  I got a lift w i t h  H a r r y  S i n g h  and a s k e d  h i m  to 

b y p a s s  SASO o f f i c e s .  We m e t  a c c u s e d  No. 2. I i n t r o d u c e d  

a c c u s e d  No. 2 to H a r r y  Sin gh ,  w h o m  he did not k n o w  and i n f o r m e d  

a c c u s e d  No. 2 of the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of the C u r r i e s  F o u n t a i n  for 

e i t h e r  the 2 5t h  S e p t e m b e r  or the 5th O c t o b e r .  We left. H a r r y  

S i n g h  m e n t i o n e d  to me that he w o u l d  p h o n e  a c c u s e d  No. 5 and 

get h i m  to c o m e  d o w n  to D u r b a n  in o r d e r  that BPC c o u l d  be m o r e  10 

d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  in the p r e p a r a t i o n  and o r g a n i s a t i o n  of the 

r a l l y  in D u r b a n .  On the F r i d a y ,  the 20th S e p t e m b e r ,  a c c u s e d  

No. 5, that is N k w e n k w e  N k o m o , t u r n e d  up in D u r b a n ,  and a r o u n d  

m i d d a y  a c c u s e d  No. 2, that is M u n t u  M y e z a , a c c u s e d  No. 3, that 

is M o s i o u a  L e k o t a ,  a c c u s e d  No. 5, that is N k w e n k w e  N k o m o ,  two 

o f f i c i a l s  of BAWU, Mrs. L i n d e l w a  M a b a n d h l a ,  the r e g i o n a l  

s e c r e t a r y  of B A W U  and Mr. M e n z i  M b e w u  on the staff of BAWU 

and I m e t  at the B A W U  o f f i c e s  in D u r b a n  at ECM b u i l d i n g ,  and 

d i s c u s s e d  h o w  we w o u l d  go a b o u t  o r g a n i s i n g  such  a ral ly .  I 

t y pe d  out an a p p l i c a t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  for the u s a g e  20

of C u r r i e s  F o u n t a i n  on a B A W U  l e t t e r h e a d ,  and C o l i n  J e f f r e y  

c am e in and all of us, that is i n c l u s i v e  n o w  of a c c u s e d  N o . ' s  

2, 3, 5 , m y s e l f ,  M e s s r s .  M a b a n d h l a  and M b e w u  and C o l i n  J e f f r e y  

then d i s c u s s e d  the idea of the r a l l y  b e i n g  held in D u r b a n .

We d e c i d e d  that a c c u s e d  no. 2, M u n t u  M y e z a ,  and a c c u s e d  No. 5, 

that is N k w e n k w e  N k o m o ,  w o u l d  be sole o r g a n i s e r s ,  or r a t h e r  

sole s p o k e s m e n  for SASO and BPC r e s p e c t i v e l y  on the r a l l y  issue. 

That  a f t e r n o o n  a c c u s e d  No. 2, 5 and m y s e l f  left for v a r i o u s  

n e w s p a p e r s .  On the S a t u r d a y ,  that is the 21st S e p t e m b e r ,  no, 

b e f o r e  I c o m e  to the S a t u r d a y ,  that e v e n i n g ,  that is the F r i d a y  30 

e v e n i n g
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ílkwenkwe Hkomo, that in Accused Ho.5, Harry Singh and Harry 

Singh’s wife cajne up to my flat, we had supper together, and 

the rally issue was broached. Harry Singh felt that we 

were being dictated to, that is 3PC, were being dictated to 

by SASO on the date of the rally. I-Tow we had decided that 

we would utilise the 25th earlier that day. Ho felt that 

the time was too short in order that a successful organi.sat.ion 

of the rally could be effected.

May I just interrupt you, did the 25tli September as

a, date have any significance? --- The 25th September was the

date that the new government took power officially in 

Mozambique. The next morning Harry Singh and Accused No.5 

came up to my flat and I accompanied them together with my 

wife, we dropped my wife off at Harry Singh's flat, and 

proceeded to Durban. At the BA;/U offices, there were various 

people present it being a Sa.turday, and I recall Aiimed Bawa 

being entrusted with the ta.sk of acquiring certain materials.

All right, then certain practical arrangements in 

the way of getting materials for posters were made, I do not 

think that you need spend time on that at thi g n bago • (vJc irry 

on, will you tell us about further stops and will you also

tell us about the pamphlets? --- Yes, I cannot recall the

exact time, but it was some time in the morning after our 

arrival there, that is at the BAl/U offices, that Accused Ho.4, 

Dr. Mokoape turned up. He had just heard of the rally idea 

and he was very anxious of the success of such a, mission at 

such a short space of time, especially in view of the fact 

that these rallies, this specific rally in Durban was being 

organised on a large scaJ-0 and in the name of the organisation 

I felt that the time was sufficient if good publicity war; 

iven effect to. Harry Singh, Accused No.4 and Ho.5 and I

proceeded / ...

orO
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proceeded to 3 A SO offices where we mot Accused j.io.2 raid wc 

impressed upon him - well, the issue arose again about 

whether there would bo sufficient time or not, and tho 

general feeling was eventually that Accused No.2 should make 

sure that sufficient advertisement was gone into in respect 

of publicising the rally in Curries Fountain. It was then 

that Harry Singh suggested in view of the lateness of tine, 

he ought to get to Lourenco Marques at that time and acquire 

a message from the new government, or get a speaker.

whose idea was it, this expedition? --- It 10

emanated from Harry Singh. V/ell the feeling was that it was 

a good idea, and the arrangements for this were left to him.

That afternoon Ahmed Bawa arrived at my flat around 2 o'clock 

and asked me to accompany him to Harry Singh’s flat, I did 

this, and on the way Haroon a z iz pitched up, the three of us 

went along to Harry ’ s flat. At the flat /lccused No.5, Harry 

Singh, his wife and my wife wore just completing lunch, the 

three of us, that is Ahmed Bawa, Haroon Aziz and I had lunch 

also, and it was then that I first saw a pamphlet advertising 

the rally. If I can refer to the pamphlet - PAUSL - 20

I think it is RALLY A.4? --- Yos, it is RjJjLY A.4.

I felt that on my first look at it tho/t it was too intellectual 

and would not result in tho response we would like, that is 

a good turn up at such a rally. I then dictated what I 

thought to be a more appropriate and more efficacious pamphlet, 

which my wife took down. That is RALLY A.5.

1/hich amounts to a simple n o t i c e ? ---Yes.

And the phrase ''let us show solidarity with our

brothers in Mozambique’1? ---That is correct, yes.

Now, what was the purpose of holding this rally? yO

---'Jell, it is history now that Mozambique was in a state of

hostilities / ...



hostilities and the Frelimo government was about to take 

office on that date officially. The idea behind the rally
C  v

as far as the organisations were concerned, was to show a 

oneness and a solidarity with the people of Mozambique on 

their newly acquired independence, and celebrate with them 

on the cessation of hostilities in their troubled country.

Now I want to ask you about the question of 

violence, a celebration of the efficacy of violence, did that 

come into it at all? --- Ho, it did not.

What in fact was your understanding of the 

accession to power by Frelimo, how did that eventually come 

about. Me know that they started off with violence and with 

guerrilla warfare, I think that can be said baldly, but how 

in your understanding did they enter Lourenco Marques?

---  Well as has been pointed out it is a well known fact

that Frelimo as an organisation was involved in an armed 

guerrilla struggle against the Portuguese in their country, 

Mozambique. It is also well known that since the 25th April 

of 1974, there has been a power transition in the mother 

country, that is Portugal, and since then the colonies, tho 

erstwhile colonies have been accorded independence, and 

whilst it is true that Frelimo was fighting in the bush as 

it were, it was the new government of Portugal which accorded 

the people of Mozambique independence.

All right. Now you drafted EXHIBIT RALLY A.5, and 

then what happened thereafter? Have you any knowledge of

the extent to which A.4 was distributed, of your own? --- As

soon as I saw A . 4 and passed an offhand comment on it, it 

was agreed by those present, Accused No. 5, Harry fJingh, mysel 

Bawa, that is Ahmed Bawa, that we shuuld stop if circul ,tion 

at all was effected of BPC A.5 - I mean RALLY A.5.

- 3700 - COOPER
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The one you found objectionable was A.4? -—  Yes, 

that is correct, A.4.

i'J.l right, now briefly what happened after that?

---  l/ell, I returned to ray flat, the men went off to - tlio

other men went off to get a car which they were going ’bo 

hire in order to get to Lourenco Marques, and that evenin • 

we began on the banners.

Well, we have heard the evidence about the banner

I think Bawa gave that, is that correct? --- I think that

is substantially correct.

And the evidence about going around with an 

amplifier and loudspeaker is that in substance correctV 

--- Yes.

’When was the first publicity in the Press, when

did that first appear? --- Well, in the weekend papers of

that time.

Saturday or Sunday papers? --- Sunday papers.

G-ood, and then what happened thereafter? —  • Well

- PAUSE -

Apart from your actual preparations which we will

now take for granted? --- Well then getting to Tuesday

the 24th, the day before the scheduled holding of the rally 

I got to SASO offices that morning, and I found Accused ITo, 

Mr. Muntu Iiyeza and Ahmed Bawa in the SASO offices, and 

there was a bit of consternation about what appeared in The 

Mercury - yes, that is the morning paper in Durban, and X 

looked at The Mercury, and the gist of it was that the 

Minister, Krug'or, was making certain noises about intending 

to ban our proposed independence celebration rally. I did 

not consider this a ben, it was not formal, it was not loga 

it was not effective. .jid reporters were hounding the SAS
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offices as would be natural with such a topical news coverage, 

and a statement was issued concerning the status of the 

intention of the minister to ban the meeting, if it can be 

put at its highest. That afternoon I remember Ahmed Bawa 

being sent off to Collin Jeffrey, the vice president of 

BPC at that time, to try and effect getting the JIajec Kail 

Durban in case of a frustration of our plans. That evening 

Ahmed Bawa ..(Hr. tíoggot intervenes)

Now bearing in mind, just to get some lucidity hero, 

bearing in mind your contingency plans relating to BAWU at 10 

Curries Fountain, why is it that the Kajee Hall now figured 

in your thinking? —- Yes, I ought to explain to Your Lordship 

that in this context of making contingency plans as I 

explained to Your Lordship just now, it was in the atmosphere 

of having experienced a previous banning order of our 

meeting at the Y.H.C.A in respect of a Liharpeville 

commemoration meeting. Now the venue itself was banned as 

it were as were the organisations at that particular venue 

for a specific period of time, right now I cannot remember 

the exact time. In this context I thought that Curries 20

fountain as the advertised venue for such a rally in Durban 

would be similarly affected, and that fits in now with why 

Kajee Hall was trying to be secured.

Good, so the Kajee Hall project was then mooted,

and what was done about it" --- Well, Ahmed Bawa went off,

I do not recall any specific detail on that.

Is this now Tuesday afternoon? --- That was

Tuesday afternoon.

Carry on? --- That evening, well Alimed Bawa pitched

up at my place after hearing the news on the wireless about 30 

a promulgation in the Government G-azette. Then the Wednesday

morning / ...
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morning I vent up to the SASO offices, and - no, that is 

not correct, Wednesday morning I went up to the BA\/U office 

that is the day of the rally, the 25th September, and there 

was present at BAi/U Accused No,2, Ahmed Bawa and BAWU 

officials, later on Accused No.3, that is Mosioua Lekota, 

turned up also at the offices, and we were in a state of 

flux, we did not know exactly where we stood and what to do.

May I interrupt you, when did news of the actual 

banning come through? —•- Well, if the report of it is 

correct then it would have been, when 1 received it, it 

would have been that previous night, that is the night of 

the 24th over the air.

Over the S.A.B.G.? ---- That is correct, yes.

Announcing that the ban had been imposed by the

Minister? --- Imposed in terms of the Riotous Assemblies Act

ïTow, I interrupted you, you were Wednesday morning 

in BAWU offices? — That is correct.

That

is right. And there was a feeling that we ought to now hold 

some sort of meeting at Kajee Hall because the Gurries 

Fountain would in all probability have been banned. Because 

we did not see the exact text of the banning order, it w a g 

not published that morning to my recollection in the Press, 

Then Bawa was sent to Collin Jeffrey to effect this. How, 

in this period we considered the matter, and the practical 

problem of moving people from Gurries Fountain if they had 

turned up was the prime consideration in throwing overboard 

Kajee Hall as a venue. Then at about 11 I should imagine 

in the morning Haroon Aziz turned up - I omitted to mention, 

Your Lordship, that on the Saturday evening, Harry Singh 

called Accused ilo%5, Mr, Hkwenkwe Nkomo and myself, this wan

:iicesr —— • xnui. is correct.

And you said you were in a state of flux?
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at my flat, into the kitchen and said to uss look Haroon 

Aziz is prepared to accompany us to Lourenoo Marques, do you 

have any objection, I did not have any objection, neither 

did Mr. Hkomo, and the three of them left for L.M. that 

evening. Now, coming back to Wednesday at about 11 o lolock 

Haroon Aziz turned up at the BA'./U offices, and soon after 

that Harry Singh and Accused No.5, that is Nkwenkwe Nkomo 

also turned up, 3y then Haroon Aziz had briefly informed us 

of the complete failure of their mission to Lourenco Marques. 

Then Accused No,2, accused No.3, Accused No.5, Haroon Aziz, 

Harry Singh and I left - the idea was that we would return 

the car from whom it was hired, that was G-ro'sronor Oar 

Hire on the beachfront, and then proceed probably to Harry 

Singh1s flat.

M'lord, perhaps this might be a convenient stage 

to adjourn?

COURT ADJOURNS



" " C U P P E R .

THE GUURT RESUMES AT 2 p.II. UN 15th APRIL, 1976.

SATHASIVAN CUPPER; con!irms:

FURTHER EXAMINATION BY MR S U GGUI: I think you got as far 

as a decision amongst you people to have a discussion and 

you said you were in a state of flux and then you were going 

to have a discussion» -- Is this now on the 25th in the 

morning?

I think you were talking about Wednesday. — The 25th 

in the morning. Yes, it was in the context of the arrival 

beck from Lourenco Marques. (10)

Carry on. We proceeded to the car hire firm and 

when the hired car was returned, Harry Singli said we will 

meet at D.Q. that is Doctors Quarters and I understood this 

to mean accused No. 4-, that is Lr Mokoape’s flat at 

Doctors Quarters at the King Edward hospital, vie proceeded 

to King Edward Hospital and „. (intervenes)

Did you eventually assemble there? —. We assembled 

there, that is now .. (intervenes)

Tell His Lordship who was present. —  Accused Do. 2, 

accused No, 3* accused No. 4- turned up eventually, (20)

accused No. 5» Harry Singh, Harran Aziz, and myself.

This v/as now lunch time, plus-minus one o'clock; 1 am not 

too certain about the time.

So when you got to Dr Mokoape*s room, was he there?

— No, he was not there. We got a report from those who 

had been to L.M. about the compite fruitlessness of their 

mission and we began discussing the state of affairs up 

to that moment, rather at that moment.

Yes? — We .. (intervenes)

Would you give His Lordship some insight into (30)

the debate which took place and your conclusions? —



W e ll ,  th e r e  was an u n c e r t a i n t y  on our part at this m o m e n t .

We w e r e  u n a b l e  and u n d e s i r o u s  of c o n t i n u i n g ,  but on the ot h e r  

h an d we w e r e  p l a c e d  in the p r e d i c a m e n t  of h o w  to pull out of 

the r a l l y  w i t h o u t  l o s i n g  an y i n i t i a t i v e  and w i t h o u t  l o s i n g  

c r e d i b i l i t y  and fa ce , p l a i n l y  l o s i n g  face of the m o v e m e n t .  

D i s c u s s i o n  r e v o l v e d  a r o u n d  this c r u c i a l  issue. T h e r e  we r e  

v a r i o u s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  that w e r e  t h r o w n  into this m e l t i n g  pot 

of a m e e t i n g  and w h a t  c a m e out of it was a d e c i s i o n  that we 

c a n n o t  go ah e a d  w i t h  the r a l l y  as a d v e r t i s e d ,  as c a t e r e d  for 

in our c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n  in this c o n t e x t  of BAWU. We c ou l d  10

not h ol d any m e e t i n g  in short, but we w e r e  f a ce d  w i t h  the 

d i l e m m a  n o w  of d e c i d i n g  w h a t  we w e r e  to do in the e v e n t  of 

p e o p l e  a c t u a l l y  t u r n i n g  up at the C u r r i e s  F o u n t a i n .  The 

d e c i s i o n  r e a c h e d  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  on this m a t t e r  was that if 

p e o p l e  t u r n  up, we had a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to the p e o p l e ,  to the 

g o o d  n a m e s  of the o r g a n i s a t i o n  - that is BPC and SASO - to 

o u r s e l v e s  as l e a d e r s  in o r d e r  that the r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n s  

that had b e e n  e n t r u s t e d  to us w o u l d  not be put in a bad lig ht  

and in this c o n t e x t  it was d e c i d e d  that sho ul d a lar ge  n u m b e r  

of p e o p l e  turn  up, w h i c h  w o u l d  r e s u l t  in c e r t a i n  p r o b l e m s ,  20

th e n  a c c u s e d  No. 2, that is Mr. M u n t u  M y e z a ,  who was p u b l i s i z e d  

in the P r e s s  in the m e d i a  as h a v i n g  been  the s p o k e s m a n  for BPC 

and S A S O  on this issue, w o u l d  go to C u r r i e s  F o u n t a i n  and get 

the p e o p l e  to d i s p e r s e .  As to h o w  e x a c t l y  he w o u l d  get the 

p e o p l e  to d i s p e r s e ,  was left l a r g e l y  to his d i s c r e t i o n  in that 

t h e r e  w e r e  two w a y s  out. One was that he c o ul d  go up to the 

c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c e r  p r e s e n t  as we k n e w  that P o l i c e  w o u l d  turn up 

and w i t h  the p e r m i s s i o n  of the c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c e r ,  get the 

p e o p l e  to d i s p e r s e .  The o t h e r  part of 30
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his d i s c r e t i o n  w h i c h  he w o u l d  e x e r c i s e  as he saw fit, w o u l d  

be to go up t h e r e  to C u r r i e s  F o u n t a i n  and on his own a d d r e s s  

the p e o p l e  and ask t h e m  to d i s p e r s e .  N o w  in this c o n t e x t  

of a d d r e s s i n g  the p e o p l e  in b o t h  i n s t a n c e s ,  that is w i t h  the 

p e r m i s s i o n  of the c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c e r  and w i t h o u t  the p e r m i s s i o n  

of the c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c e r ,  we e n v i s a g e d  that a c c u s e d  No. 2 

w o u l d  put the f a c t s  to the c r o w d  a s s e m b l e d  at C u r r i e s  F o u n t a i n ,  

and that w o u l d  be, if I m a y  j u s t  put into a few w o r d s  wh at  he 

w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  say, he w o u l d  say that: p e o p l e ,  we are a w a r e  

t h a t ......(Mr. R e e s  i n t e r v e n e s )

M R . R E E S : I o b j e c t  to that. He c a n n o t  say w ha t the ma n  

w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  said. E i t h e r  t h e y  d e c i d e d  wh at  he 

w o u l d  say, or th e y did not d e c i d e .  If it was left to his 

d i s c r e t i o n ,  then he is g u e s s i n g  now.

M R . S O G G O T : Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  as to w ha t his s p e e c h

or a d d r e s s  to the p e o p l e  s h o u l d  be? ---  We l l ,  there was,

this is w h a t  I am t r y i n g  to put in my w o r d s ,  how I l o o k e d 

at w h a t  a c c u s e d  No. 2 w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  say to the p eo ple .

But the p o i n t  is, this p e r c e p t i o n  of y o u r s  fl ow s

f r o m  w h a t ?  ---  Well, it fl ow s f r o m  the e s s e n t i a l  idea that

he w o u l d  get the p e o p l e  to d i s p e r s e ,  but in d o i n g  so he 

w o u l d  get in a p o l i t i c a l  jab and in this c o n t e x t  I was 

t r y i n g  to e l u c i d a t e  for Y o u r  L o r d s h i p ’s b e n e f i t ,  what I 

e n v i s a g e d  a c c u s e d  No. 2 w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  say in his v e r y  

s hort s t a t e m e n t .

THE C O U R T  : Yes, but h o w  did you k n o w  that he w o u l d  try

and get in a p o l i t i c a l  jab? ---  Wel l,  we said a c c u s e d  No. 2

w o u l d  go there e i t h e r  w i t h  or w i t h o u t  the p e r m i s s i o n  of 

the p e o p l e  - I m e a n  the c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c e r  - a d d r e s s  

the p e o p l e ,  tell t h e m  the r a l l y  has be en  b a n n e d  by the
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p o w e r s  that be, it is not in our h a n d s  to c o n t i n u e  w i t h  such 

a r a l l y  and in this c o n t e x t  the r a l l y  c a n n o t  be held, we ask 

yo u to d i s p e r s e ,  at the same time p u t t i n g  the b l a m e  for the 

c a l l i n g  off of the r a l l y  p u r e l y  at the foot of the p o w e r s  that 

be w h e r e  it r i g h t f u l l y  b e l o n g e d .  P u t t i n g  the b l a m e  for the 

c a l l i n g  off of the r a l l y  w h e r e  it b e l o n g e d .

M R . S Q G G O T : A l l  r i g h t  and t h e n ?  ---  W e l l ,  this was the tenor

of w h a t  a c c u s e d  No. 2 w o u l d  h av e  to do s h o u l d  p e o p l e  turn up 

at the r a l l y .

THE C O U R T : A l a r g e  n u m b e r ? --- A l a r g e  n u m b e r  turn up at the 10

r a l l y  and t h e r e  w e r e  c e r t a i n  m i n o r  d e t a i l s  that w e r e  w o r k e d  

out as to the P r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  in p a r t i c u l a r .

M R . S Q G G O T : Yes. Now, b e f o r e  we d e a l  w i t h  that. W h a t  was

H a r r y  S i n g h ’s a t t i t u d e  d u r i n g  this d i s c u s s i o n ?  ---  W e l l ,  I

t h i n k  to put Y o u r  L o r d s h i p  in the p i c t u r e  there, a c c u s e d  No. 5, 

H a r r y  S i n g h  and H a r r a n  A z i z  w e r e  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  a b o u t  their 

m i s s i o n  w h i c h  was t o t a l l y  f r u i t l e s s .  A c c u s e d  No. 5 did give 

us a r u n d o w n  of w h a t  had h a p p e n e d  t h ere , p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l a t i n g  

to his e s c a p a d e  and he wa s t h o r o u g h l y  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w i t h  the 

l a c k  of p o s i t i v e  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  the p e r s o n s  he had b e e n  to see 20

in L.M. and I r e c a l l  h i m  sa y i n g :  I do not p l e d g e  any s o l i d a r i t y  

w i t h  F r e l i m o  and he was l y i n g  down. N o w  H a r r y  S i n g h  l o o k e d  to 

me to be s l i g h t l y  u n d e r  the i n f l u e n c e  of a l c o h o l  and he was 

b e i n g  s l i g h t l y  d e s t r u c t i v e  in the se ns e that his was the v o i c e  

w h i c h  wa s  c r y i n g  out in the w i l d e r n e s s  that look, man, we 

h av e g on e  to all this e x t e n t  of o r g a n i s i n g  s o m e t h i n g  and 

n o w  we are g o i n g  to just let it ride. I feel we m u s t  go 

ahe ad , that is go a h e a d  w i t h  the r a l l y  as s c h e d u l e d ,  as 

a d v e r t i s e d .  He was, I think, b e i n g  d e s t r u c t i v e  and a bit 

o b s t r e p e r o u s  in that r e g a r d .  30
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W ha t was the a p p r o a c h  of a c c u s e d  No. 4, Dr. M o k o a p e ?

---  Well, I s h o u l d  say that it is r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  to p i n p o i n t

s p e c i f i c  d e c i s i o n s  and s t a t e m e n t s  w h i c h  can be a t t r i b u t e d  to

s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  but I r e c a l l  that Dr. M o k o a p e  was

c o n c e r n e d  a b ou t w h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  if p e o p l e  do turn up and

c o n c e r n e d  that - and he u s e d  w o r d s  to this e f f e c t  - we c a n n o t

a f f o r d  some type of S h a r p e v i l l e  and this wa s  in the c o n t e x t

of the e x t r e m e  a n x i e t y  e x p r e s s e d  by Dr. M o k o a p e ,  a c c u s e d  No. 4.

The m a i n  c a u c u s  a f t e r  this h u r d l e  had b e e n  o v e r ,  was the P r e s s

c o n f e r e n c e  w h i c h  a c c u s e d  No. 2 had i n v i t e d  m e m b e r s  of the

P r e s s  to that a f t e r n o o n ,  r a t h e r  that e v e n i n g ,  it was s c h e d u l e d

for 7 p.m. to be h el d  at the SASO o f f i c e s  and we d i s c u s s e d

w h a t  w o u l d  be said at the P r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e .  Now, I w o u l d  like

to p o i n t  out that  a c c u s e d  No. 2, Mr. M u n t u  M y e z a  and Dr. M o k o a p

a c c u s e d  No. 4, w e r e  b o t h  t a k i n g  d o w n  n o t e s  of the v a r i o u s

s u g g e s t i o n s  m a d e  as to w h a t  A c c u s e d  No. 2 and the o t h e r  p e r s o n s
b e

who w o u l d ^ p r e s e n t  as r e p r e s e n t i n g  the o r g a n i s a t i o n  at the 

s c h e d u l e d  P r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e ,  w o u l d  say. B o t h  of t h e m  w e r e  

t a k i n g  d o w n  n o t e s  and h e re  a g a i n  we w e r e  t a l k i n g  in the c o n t e x t  

of e x p o s i n g  the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  G o v e r n m e n t  for its d o u b l e  tal k  

and p l a c i n g  the b l a m e  s q u a r e l y  w h e r e  it b e l o n g e d .  Th a t  is the 

g i s t  of w h a t  was d i s c u s s e d  r e g a r d i n g  the P r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e .

THE C O U R T :  W h a t had you in m i n d  w i t h  d o u b l e  tal k? ---  Well,

that is a c r u c i a l  p o i n t  here. The S o u t h  A f r i c a n  G o v e r n m e n t ,  

in the p e r s o n ,  I r e m e m b e r  f i r s t l y  Dr. H i l d e g a r d  M u l l e r ,  the 

f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r ,  m a k i n g  w h a t  was held at that time as the 

s p e e c h  of the d e c a d e  in P a r l i a m e n t ,  in m a k i n g  k n o w n  his 

g o v e r n m e n t’s stand to the a c c e p t a n c e  of F r e l i m o  as the 

l e g i t i m a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  of M o z a m b i q u e  and
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s a y i n g  that his g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  r e c o g n i z e  F r e l i m o  as the

n e w  g o v e r n m e n t  and w o u l d  be h a p p y  to i n v o l v e  i t s e l f  in

w h a t e v e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was n e c e s s a r y  r e g a r d i n g  d i p l o m a t i c ,

etc. c h a n n e l s .  Now, a l s o at this time it m u s t  be b o r n e  in

m in d that th ere  was m i s c h i e v o u s  c o m m e n t  b e i n g  m a d e  f r o m

time to time  in the P r e s s  and in p a r t i c u l a r  Mr. K r u g e r ' s

p o s i t i o n ,  the M i n i s t e r  of J u s t i c e ’s p o s i t i o n ,  was t e n d i n g

to be v e r y  a m b i g u o u s  and on the one h a nd  he was s a y i n g  we

are not a g a i n s t  F r e l i m o ,  we do not, we a g r e e  that they

are the l e g i t i m a t e  g o v e r n m e n t .  On the o t h e r  hand he was 10

p a s s i n g  c e r t a i n  r e m a r k s  i n d i r e c t l y  a g a i n s t  F r e l i m o  in the

l i g h t  of the r a l l y  and all t h e s e  i s s u e s  w o u l d  be c l e a r l y

b r o u g h t  out at the P r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  and g i v e n  p r o p e r

a i r i n g .  We ll , the m e e t i n g  at the D.Q. - that is D o c t o r ' s

Q u a r t e r s  - Dr. M o k o a p e ' s  flat, e n d e d  I s h o u l d  i m a g i n e

a r o u n d  2 p.m. p l u s - m i n u s  and we left the w a y we had come,

that is all t h o se  wh o  had g o n e  up to D o c t o r ' s  Q u a r t e r s .

M R . S O G G O T : A n d  w h e r e  did yo u  go a f t e r  that? ---  I,

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a c c u s e d  No. 3, that is Mr. M o s i o u a  L e k o t a ,

and Mr. H a r r a n  A z i z ,  w en t a l o n g  to C u r r i e s  F o u n t a i n  w h e r e  20

we w e r e  l o o k i n g  for the s e c r e t a r y .  The s e c r e t a r y ' s  na me

is Mr. G o v e n d e r ,  Mr. M o o n s a m m y  G o v e n d e r .

Did you find him? ---  I did not find him. He had b e e n

m a k i n g  e n q u i r i e s  for me  the p r e v i o u s  day. He had b e e n  

t e l e p h o n i n g  SASO and B A W U , B l a c k  A l l i e d  W o r k e r s  U n i o n ,  and 

I did no t  find him. I n s t e a d  we found Mr. Bi j o e ,  S e r g e a n t

Bij oe , the p r e s i d e n t  of the G r o u n d  A s s o c i a t i o n  and .....

( i n t e r v e n t i o n )

Did you have  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  him? ---  Yes, we had

d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  him. 30
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Now, I t h i n k  we c an  pa s s  f r o m  that o nt o w h a t  a p p e a r s

*

to be the n e x t  e p i s o d e  of i n t e r e s t  and that is your

c o n t a c t  w i t h  M a y a t h u l a .  ---  Yes.

The r e v e r e n d .  P l e a s e  tell us a b o u t  that? ---  Well,

the R e v e r e n d  M a y a t h u l a  t u r n e d  up at the BA W U  o f f i c e s  in 

the lat e a f t e r n o o n  of W e d n e s d a y ,  the 2 5 t h  S e p t e m b e r .

Yo u had p h o n e d  h i m  in the m o r n i n g  and a s k e d  him to

c o m e  in. ---  Tha t is c o r r e c t .

Yes? ---  T hi s  w o u l d  hav e b e e n  a r o u n d  4 . 3 Q - 4 - 1 5 *  At

the B A W U  o f f i c e s  Mr. M e b a n d l a ,  w h o m  I r e f e r r e d  to p r e v i o u s l y ,  

Mr. J e f f r i e s ......(The C o u r t  i n t e r v e n e s )

THE C O U R T : I t h o u g h t  M a b a n d l a  was a w o m a n .  ---  No, I said,

I t h i n k  I m i s l e d  Y o u r  L o r d s h i p .  I said M e s s r s  M a b a n d l a

a n d ......( i n t e r v e n e s )

Oh, yes. M e s s r s  M a b a n d l a  and? ---  And Mbeo. That  was

in that c o n t e x t  in r e f e r e n c e  to m y  p r e v i o u s  e v i d e n c e  M - b - e - o .  

M a b a n d l a  is M - a - b - a - n - d - l - a . Now, in the a f t e r n o o n  R e v e r e n d  

M a y a t h u l a  t u r n e d  up at BAWU  o f f i c e s .  Mr. M a b a n d l a ,  Mr. J e f f r  

and I put h i m  into the p i c t u r e  v e r y  b r i e f l y  as to wha t had 

b e e n  h a p p e n i n g .  T h e n  the R e v e r e n d  M a y a t h u l a  and I w a l k e d  up 

to the SASO o f f i c e s  and in the o u t e r  o f f i c e s  w e r e  a c c u s e d  No. 

a c c u s e d  No. 5, w i t h  H a r r y  S i n g h and also a c c u s e d  No. 5, and 

H a r r y  S i n g h  got into a short c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  the R e v e r e n d  

M a y a t h u l a ,  r e f e r r i n g  to h i m  as C a s t r o  and t a l k i n g  to him. 

A c c u s e d  No. 3, that is Mr. M o s i o u a  L e k o t a ,  and I p r o c e e d e d  

into Mr. M u n t u  M y e z a ,  that is a c c u s e d  No. 2 ’ s o f f i c e  and 

a c c u s e d  No. 2 was b u s y  b e h i n d  his desk. My m e m o r y  is not 

too c o r r e c t  on this, but it seems that he was w r i t i n g  

s o m e t h i n g  there. A c c u s e d  No. 2 i n f o r m e d  a c c u s e d  No. 3, that 

is Mr. M o s i o u a  L e k o t a ,  and I that he had r e c e i v e d
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a certain opinion about the legal status of the meeting 

at Currie's Fountain from a certain renowned professor in 

l a w , Barend van Hiekerk from Natal University, lie (that 

is accused No„ 2) said to us that Prof. Van hiekerk's 

opinion was that the meeting at Currie's Fountain would be 

quite legitimate provided it was not addressed by any 

SASO or Bi C member. I"{y immediate reaction to that was look, 

we have made our plans, we cannot change them because of 

one professor's opinion and in any event, he may be wrong 

and we have gone into the matter, we will have to (10)

stick to our plans should a large number of people turn up 

at Currie's Fountain.

IIR oOGGUf: A nd what was the response to your attitude? — 

Veil, I got the impression that accused Ho. 2 was merely 

informing me look, I hove received such an opinion and he 

was just throwing it over to us,

"Well, whatever it is, do you say then that that 

ojJinion of Prof. Van Niekerk's did not affect your-pIans?

— No, it did not.

Would you carry on. Let us hear about the (20)

discussion with Reverend llayatliula. — Well, then the 

trio of accused No. 5, that is Hr Nkwenkwe Nkomo, the 

Reverend I'layathula and Harry Singh, entered, that office, 

that is accused No. 2's office and the Reverend I'layathula, 

it rust be pointed out, had a bee in his bonnet about the 

rally. He was particularly concerned about the fact that 

it was put out as a SAL>0 rally whereas in actual fact it 

ought to have been a UPC/3A&0 affair and he took accused 

No. 2 to task for what he incorrectly believed was No. 2's 

responsibility in this regard. I pointed out to him (30) 

that it was not accused Ho. 2's fault that tho press was

putting/ . n o
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putting it out as a SASO affair hut this was tho normal 

type of reporting that the press has been doing and which 

we, that is . BPC now, was used to. If I may Just point 

out to His Lordship very incidentally, for example this 

trial, it is referred to as a G a GO trial. How ...

(intervenes)

BY THE COU R T : First tell me why was he concerned about 

this? — Well, the Reverend Mayathula felt that here was 

a public rally and SASO is a students movement, we that 

is BPC is a people's movement. How can it be that (10)

SASO should hold such a thing when it should be BPC which 

should be doing such a ’thing.

Was he concerned about the publicity that BPC \\ras 

losing? — That is correct, that is correct.

And tiust to come back to the professor's opinion that 

he gave, he said that the rally could go on as long as 

SASO members did not address it? — That is correct, but 

more specifically as long as any SAGO or BPC members did 

not address this meeting.

How would the rally go on without people address- (20) 

ing it? — Well, somebody else, I understood it to mean 

the rally could go on if somebody else besides a SASO 

member or a BPC member addressing it, but I did not 

bother about the specific details.

Was the professor referred to the Government Notice?

— I am totally in the dark about the exact position of 

Prof. Van Niekerk. This was what was reported to accused 

No. 3 and myself by accused Ho. P.

MR GOC-GQT: Did Ho. 2 indicate where he got this opinion 

from? Whether this was from the horse's mouth no (>0)

to speak or indirectly0 — I cannot recall now, I cannot

recall/...
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rccall now. V e i l , 1 think I put the Reverend liayathula 

at ease on this - in this respect and we informed him of 

our decision that the rally was banned*, we could not have 

any type of rally; should a large number of people turn 

up, this and this is what accused Ho. 2 would ío, I left»». 

(intervenes)

BY TII5 C O U R T : Before you leave that» Now you say that if 

a large- numbe r of people attended then that would be the 

attitude and was anything said if a small number of people 

attended? — Well, going back to now D „ O „ that is (10)

Doctors Quarterso

Yes. — Yes, there was this position that we would be 

saved the bother if no people turned up.

Yes, but I am Just trying to find out from you. You 

see, it was suggested that TTo. 2 was dispensable if a 

largo number attended, but he was not dispensable if a 

small number of people attended. — Oli, I see, yes, Yrour 

Lordship is now talking about what Harry Singh said in 

respect of accused Ho. 2 being some sort of a sacrificial 

lambo Ho, that was not in that context at all. (20)

There was no discussion of accused Ho. 2 being a sacrificial 

lamb we can dispense with his services, he con go ahead 

and cause some sort of confrontation.

Because if it was worthwhile to be arrested if there 

were a lot of people, it was not worthwhile to be arrested 

if he could not be dispensed if there were only a small 

number of people. — Yes, that is a misrepresentation.

Sorry 1 took you off your line. — But .. (intervenes) 

You were busy with llayathi.ila in lie. 2's office. —

V/ell, having put the Reverenc liayathula at ease on (30)

his respect, well, to iy mind, I left and Ahmed Bawa was4-u

rl oT. jti ̂ 1; r i r r, /



0ownstairs I t hi n k ; the DAGO office is on the first floor» 

Both of us left, we pot a lift from a friend of nine and 

on the way I informed Aimed Bawa that we could not no ahead 

with the rally and that accused ITo. ?. would ret the ■people 

to disperse should a large number of people turn up,

I remember specifically saying in this context that accused 

No. 2 would get the permission of the commanding officer 

and net the people to disperse. Now, I did not mention 

any political jab to him. The ride was short between 

SAGO offices and the bus rank at Winterton Walk, (10)

that is near Currie's Fountain, and I took a bus home and 

Ahmed Bawa went off to the rally.

MR S Q G G O T ; Now, before you go any further, what was the 

role which Dr China was to fulfill that afternoon? — Oh, 

yes, that slipped my mind„ Dr Matsipa, Dr Joel Mat sip a 

he is colloquially known as China, came in whilst we were 

having our discussion at Dr Hokoape, that is accused No.

4's room and. he was present when we were considering this 

issue of people turning up at Currie's Fountain. lie 

informed us that he had. the intention of being present (20) 

at Currie's Fountain and he volunteered to telephone I 

think it was BAWU offices or I am not too certain, but he 

would telephone and report whether the services of accused 

I-Toc 2 would be deemed essential in respect of getting the 

people to disperse or not.

How, as far as you are concerned, whatvns the next 

thing that happened, that day? — Well, that evening I heard 

over the wireless that the rally, there were two, at 

Turfloop and Currie's Fountain, had. gone on and the pel ice 

were forced, to intervene» (3^)

Yes, you got that report and then what did you do? —

Well/
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W e l l ,  I t e l e p h o n e d  a c c u s e d  No. 2 b e c a u s e  I had h e a r d  that 

my  w i f e  had b e e n  a r r e s t e d  at the ra l l y .  L a t e r  that e v e n i n g  

a f t e r  the 7 p.m. n e w s ,  some time a f t e r  that, a Mr. G o v e n d e r ,  

C o a s t a l  G o v e n d e r  - it is not the G o v e n d e r  that I r e f e r r e d  to 

p r e v i o u s l y  - t u r n e d  up at my  flat and he was in the c o m p a n y  

of Mrs. M o k o a p e ,  that is Dr. M o k o a p e ’s w i f e,  and Dr. M o k o a p e ,  

a c c u s e d  No. 4. T h e y  w e r e  r a t h e r  c o n c e r n e d  b e c a u s e  th eir 

c h i l d  had b e e n  at the r a l l y  and the c h i l d  wa s m i s s i n g .

W e l l ,  the s t o r y  is that  the c h i l d  was found. Is that

r i g h t ?  ---  T h a t  is c o r r e c t .  A c t u a l l y  w h a t  had h a p p e n e d  10

was,  a l i t t l e  w h i l e  l a t e r  Dr. M o k o a p e ’s 5 - y e a r  old d a u g h t e r  

and Mrs. M a b a n d l a  (now  it is Mrs. M a b a n d l a ,  C e l e  M a b a n d l a  

C - e - l - e )  and a c c u s e d  No. 5, N k w e n k w e  N k o m o , and Mr. H a r r y  

S i n g h  t u r n e d  up at my flat and t h e r e  w e r e  one or two 

o t h e r  s t u d e n t s .  I do not k n o w  w h e t h e r  they a r r i v e d  t o g e t h e r  

or not. And the p r o b l e m  was o v e r  b e c a u s e  the c h i l d  was 

f o u n d .

Wel l, s u b s e q u e n t l y  t h e r e  w e r e  a r r e s t s ,  n o t  so, and 

y o u  a l s o  w e r e  a r r e s t e d ?  ---  Yes.

W h e n  w e r e  you a r r e s t e d ?  ---  I was a r r e s t e d  late that 20

night.

T h a t  n i g h t ?  ---  Th a t  is c o r r e c t .

Now, I w a n t  to r e f e r  to T u r f l o o p .  As far as you w ere

c o n c e r n e d ,  who w a s  o r g a n i s i n g  the T u r f l o o p  r a l l y ?  ---  W e l l ,

the T u r f l o o p  r a l l y  was to a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  a S A S O  a f f a i r ,  

but I u n d e r s t o o d  that it w a s  b e i n g  o r g a n i s e d  by the SRC at 

T u r f l o o p  to the e x t e n t  that it was a S A S O  a f f a i r  is that 

SASO is a f e d e r a l  b o d y  of s t u d e n t s  and v a r i o u s  c a m p u s e s ,  

i n d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r s  of c a m p u s e s  and i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  are 

a f f i l i a t e d  to SASO. 30

Now, as far as the r a l l y  is c o n c e r n e d ,  did you p e o p l e
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have any intention to provoke a violent emotional reaction? 

Anything like that? — No, not at all.

As far as the Whites were concerned, were any state

ments made in the press about White reaction? — By us?

Well, was there any discussion either from public 

officers or in the pres S 0 G "Lo White reaction? — V/ell,

vie issued statements on the rally position, but I remember 

there were comments, I specifically remember there was a 

comment by the Daily N e w s , on editorial. It was the main 

editorial if not the only editorial of the 24 th (10)

December, the Tuesday before the rally, which referred to

- I mean 24-th feptember, which referred to the role of 

Mr Kruger and they likened him to some sort of circus 

performer who was out for cheers and bods and I remember 

specific reference being made in this editorial to the 

fact that it was only a Mr Koekemoer who seems to be 

alarmed and who seems to have jumped to certain conclusions 

about our intentions and that this type of singular 

attitude was not attributable to the White community.

You were going to send No. 2 along to call off (20) 

the rally and I think you told His Lordship there was no 

suggestion of his being a sacrificial lamb. What was the 

attitude that you people hod towards his mission as to 

its legality or business of arrest or anything like that? — 

Veil, I did not mention to Your lordship that on the 

Tuesday, the 24th September accused Do. 2, Muntu 1't/eza, 

and. I had a good look at the Riotous Assemblies Act and 

within the confines of our understanding of it we felt 

that the rally was not banned. How, there was the risky 

aspect to accused No. 2's presence at the Currie's (30)

Fountain in that his very presence x:ould be a contravention



of the R i o t o u s  A s s e m b l i e s  Act and he w o u l d  o p e n  h i m s e l f  up 

to a r r e s t ,  but the r i s k y  a s p e c t  was o v e r s h a d o w e d  by the 

f a c t  that if a l a r g e  n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  did turn up and 

t h e r e  was n o b o d y  of some sort of a u t h o r i t y  as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

of the m o v e m e n t  b e i n g  p r e s e n t ,  w o u l d  any sort of u n d u e  

s i t u a t i o n  ar is e.  So it was in this c o n t e x t .

And by the time you had m a d e  your p l an s  at D . Q .......

(The C o u r t  i n t e r v e n e s )

T HE  C O U R T : W h a t  do you m e a n  by that? An u n d u e  s i t u a t i o n

m i g h t  a r i s e  if he is not p r e s e n t ?  ---  W e l l , Y o u r  L o r d s h i p  10

w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  that, s h o u l d  t h e r e h a v e  b e e n  a la rg e n u m b e r  

of p e o p l e ,  the p e o p l e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  r e l u c t a n t  to d i s p e r s e .

Y o u  m e a n  to e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l ?  ---  To be t h er e to

e n s u r e  that they r e p r e s e n t e d  the m o v e m e n t  and were 

r e s p o n s i b l e  for g e t t i n g  the p e o p l e  to d i s p e r s e  and 

r e s p o n s i b l e  for c o n t i n u i n g  the good  i ma g e  of the m o v e m e n t  

at that v e r y  c r u c i a l  time.

MR. S O G G O T : I w o n d e r ,  w o u l d  y o u  h av e a l oo k  at E X H I B I T  C?

The f i r s t  one, I w an t  to d e a l  w i t h  this in the c h r o n o l o g y .

I t h i n k  the f i r s t  time in time w o u l d  be on p ag e 35, b e t w e e n  20

y o u r s e l f  and G e r a l d  P h o k o j o e .  ---  Yes. My a c t u a l

c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e g i n s  on p a g e  37.

Th at  is j us t  b e l o w  h a l f  the page. ---  That  is c o r r e c t .

Now, I w a n t  you to d e a l  w i t h  one thing. Oh, by the 

way, for the r e c o r d ,  this is a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w h i c h  took

p l a c e  on the 24th, I think. ---  That  is c o r r e c t .

The 2 4 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  that is T u e s d a y .  ---  That is

c o r r e c t .

You s a y :

" T h e s e  g u y s  c a n ’t stop us w i t h  a n y t h i n g . "  3 0
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C o u l d  you tell us w h a t  you m e a n t  by th at ? ---  Well, I was

r e f e r r i n g  h er e  to - and this is in the c o n t e x t  of the r a l l y  

n ot  h a v i n g  b e e n  b a n n e d  at that st a g e  - t h e s e  guys, that is 

the s y s t e m ,  the P r e s s ,  I am r e f e r r i n g  to as part of that 

s y s t e m ,  and o f f i c i a l  n o i s e s ,  that is the M i n i s t e r ' s  

r e a c t i o n ,  t h es e w e r e  t h r e a t s  and they  c a n n o t  stop us w i t h  

m a k i n g  idle t h r e a t s .  It was in that c o n t e x t .  T h e s e  g u y s  

c a n n o t  stop us w i t h  a n y t h i n g ,  they c a n n o t  stop us by 

i n t i m i d a t i n g  us, by t h r e a t e n i n g  that t he y  w er e g o i n g  to 

ba n the ra ll y .

And then  p h r a s e s  such as:

" . . . m o b i l i s e  all the r e s o u r c e s . . .

i t ’s an act of W a r f a r e  this...

we m u s t  r e t a l i a t e  in a like m a n n e r . . . "

Tell  us w h a t  you w e r e  t r y i n g  to c o n v e y  t h e r e ? --- W e l l .......

(The C o u r t  i n t e r v e n e s )

T HE  C O U R T : F i r s t  tell us wh o is this G e r a l d  P h o k o j o e ?

---  G e r a l d  P h o k o j o e  w a s  at that time the r e g i o n a l  s e c r e t a r y

I t h i n k  it is of SASO in the T r a n s v a a l .  Now, I t h i n k  this 

m u s t  be p l a c e d  in its c o n t e x t ,  in its b r o a d  p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t  

of w h a t  B P C / S A S O  was ab o u t .  We are i n v o l v e d  in a p o l i t i c a l  

s t r u g g l e  in this c o u n t r y .  N o w  in this c o n t e x t  we have 

i d e n t i f i e d  the a r e a  of our o p p r e s s i o n  and this we have 

c a l l e d  v a r i o u s l y  and s o m e t i m e s  we have c a l l e d  t h e m  the 

enemy. Now, t he y are the p o l i t i c a l  foe in our s t r u g g l e  

for l i b e r a t i o n  in this c o u n t r y .  Now, w h e n  I r e f e r  to it 

is an act of w a r f a r e  this, it is in the c o n t e x t  of well, 

look, this type of t h i n g  is o n l y  e x p e c t e d ,  we m u s t  k n o w  

we m u s t  s t r u g g l e  for l i b e r a t i o n  and we will be the so u r c e  

of a t t a c k ,  o f f i c i a l  a t t a c k  c o n s t a n t l y  and we m ust  

r e t a l i a t e  in a like m a n n e r .  We m u s t  m a t c h  them w i l e  for wi

Mr. S o g g o t  /

- 3719 - C O O P E R



M R . S OGG 0 T : T h e n  w o u l d  you p l e a s e  have a look at page 7.

N o w  this is a c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e t w e e n  y o u r s e l f  and Mr. , and
J 7

R e v e r e n d  M a y a t h u l a .  G i v e  us the s e t t i n g  of this c o n v e r s a t i o n ,

w h y  you p h o n e d  him? ---  W e l l , this is on the 25 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,

the r a l l y  d a y .

T H E CO U R. T : W h a t  page are you r e f e r r i n g  to?

M R . S O G G O T : P a g e  7, but it s t a r t s  on page 6. ---  Now, this

is in the m o r n i n g  and t h e r e  is a r e f e r e n c e  on page 6 to

10 o ’c l o c k  on the s e c o n d  half  of the page, w h e n  we see the

f i r s t  "M" "For tea. Ten o fc l o c k  t ea ."  Now, at this time, 10

to put His L o r d s h i p  in the c h r o n o l o g i c a l  p i c t u r e  of the

e v e n t s  as th ey  e n f o l d e d  on the 25th S e p t e m b e r ,  we w er e

m u s i n g  o v e r  the use of K a j e e  H al l as a p o s s i b l e  v e n u e  and

it was in this c o n t e x t  that I p h o n e d  R e v e r e n d  M a y a t h u l a .

I o u g h t  to p o i n t  out to His L o r d s h i p  that a c c u s e d  No. 2, 

that is M u n t u  M y e z a ,  di d p h o n e  the R e v e r e n d  M a y a t h u l a  e a r l i e r  

that w e e k  and a s k e d  h i m  to come down. I t h i n k  it was in the 

c o n t e x t  of b e i n g  a p o s s i b l e  s p e a k e r  at the rally. N o w  at 

this time the p e r s o n s  w h o m  we sent to L. M.,  who had g on e to 

L . M . , had not t u r n e d  up and we w e r e  not sure a b o u t  w ha t was 20

h a p p e n i n g  in that r e g a r d .  The ot h e r  p o i n t  is that we w e r e  

m u s i n g  o v e r  the use of the K a j e e  Hall and it was in this 

c o n t e x t  that I tho ug h t  I had b e t t e r  p h o n e  the R e v e r e n d  M a y a t h u l a  

and get h i m  dow n. B e c a u s e  we w o u l d  n o w  have to go on at 

K a j e e  Hall  in that c o n t e x t  and I was t h i n k i n g  of him as a 

s p e a k e r  in that c o n t e x t .

So you w a n t e d  h i m  d o w n ?  ---  T ha t  is c o r r e c t .

N o w  h a v e  a look  at p ag e 7, and w o u l d  you start w i t h

the p h r a s e :  "We are w a i t i n g  for yo u ? "  ---  Yes.

T h e n  you say: 30
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Y ou  m u s t  come. V e r y  u r g e n t .  The

the m o v e m e n t  is g o i n g  to die o t h e r w i s e . 11

N o w  w ha t do you m e a n  by that? A n d then you m i g h t  as w el l 

d ea l w i t h  this t o g e t h e r .  T h e n  you say a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  down:

" T o d a y  we e i t h e r  m a k e  the m o v e m e n t  or we 

b r e a k  the m o v e m e n t . "

Yes, as Y o u r  L o r d s h i p  w i l l  r e c o g n i s e ,  this is a n o t h e r  

e x a m p l e  of my f i g u r a t i v e  u s a g e  and r a t h e r  l i b e r a l  u s a g e  

of the E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e .  N o w  M the m o v e m e n t  is

g o i n g  to die o t h e r w i s e 11 and "we e i t h e r  m a k e  the m o v e m e n t  10

or we b r e a k  the m o v e m e n t "  I am r e f e r r i n g  to the P r e s s

has cast us, that is BPC and SASO, in a p a r t i c u l a r

m o u l d  at this time r e g a r d i n g  the V i v a  F r e l i m o  R a l l y .  T h e y

had m a d e  all sor ts of i n s i n u a t i o n s  a b o u t  our i n t e n t i o n s

to s m u g g l e  in F r e l i m o  p e o p l e ,  etc.

I f o r g o t  to a s k  you a b o u t  that, I am sorry. It is my 

fault. W h a t  do you say a b o u t  that? H o w  did you i n t e n d  to

get F r e l i m o  s p e a k e r s  in? ---  W e ll , p e r s o n a l l y  I did not

t h i n k  that F r e l i m o  w o u l d  a c c e d e  to send d o w n  a

s p e a k e r ,  a p e r s o n ,  a r a n k i n g  o f f i c i a l  to come down. 2 0

Yes, but in the e v e n t  that s o m e o n e  came, wh at was

the idea? Was it s m u g g l i n g  or o t h e r w i s e ?  ---  Oh, no,

d e f i n i t e l y  not. It w o u l d  have  b e e n  a l e g i t i m a t e ,  the 

n o r m a l  type of a f f a i r .

Yes, all r ight ? Now, in this c o n t e x t  the m o v e m e n t

is g o i n g  to die o t h e r w i s e . We e i t h e r  m a k e  the m o v e m e n t

or we b r e a k  the m o v e m e n t .  I was p o i n t i n g  out that at this

m o m e n t  in time we w e r e  the s o u r c e  of a p p r o b r i u m ,  a

n a t i o n a l  o b l o q u y  at this time and it was c r u c i a l  to us

for us to c o m e  out of this in a good light, m a k e  the 30

right / . . .
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right decision at this crucial time because T was aware and 

I am still aware that the authorities that be in this 

country are just waiting for an excuse to ban BPC and 

SASO because we are an acute source of embarrassment to

them and in this context I refer to.the move me nt—is~ going'

to die otherwise or we either make or break the movement.

And I think that is all that I am going to ask you 

about as far as that discussion is concerned. Would you 

turn to page 9 please? —  Yes, I have page 9«

This relates to your conversation with JJr (10)

Mokoape, accused No. LV. — That is correct „

Now, you tell him that you are waiting for him and. 

then the theme comes again at the bottom of the page:

"Iley man, hey man, ... it's either make 

or break n o w »"

— Yes.

What do you say about that? — Well, this has the same 

interpretation as the make or break reference that I have 

just explained.

ITow would, you just please run through the next (20) 

half of the nage, that is page 10. — Page 10.

He asks:

what are you going to do?"

And you say:

".. w e 're going ahead."

Have you got that? — Per,.

Tell us what you meant there, whnt you were talking 

about0 — I am sorry, I did not put you in as to the 

exact time of this conversation. This now is after my 

conversation with the Reverend Mayathula and before (I'O) 

the arrival from Lourenco Marques. Now, Your Lordship



will r e m e m b e r  I said we had t h r o w n  o v e r b o a r d  the idea of 

u s i n g  the K a j e e  H al l and n o w  it was felt by us, a c c u s e d  

No. 2, a c c u s e d  No, 3, m y s e l f ,  A h m e d  Ba wa was a r o u n d ,

Mr. M a b a n d l a ,  Mr. Mb e o ,  that we s h o u l d  fall bac k on our 

or ig ina 1 __cont i n g e n c y  pl a n ,  that is C u r r i e s  F o u n t a i n  is 

b o o k e d  in the n a m e  of the B l a c k  A l l i e d  W o r k e r s  Un io n ,

BAWU, and it was in this c o n t e x t  that I say: we are g o i n g  

a h e a d ,  we are g o i n g  ahead. Now, I o u g h t  to p o i n t  out to 

Y o u r  L o r d s h i p  that the c o n t i n g e n c y  b o o k i n g  in the n a m e  of 

BAWU was a w e l l  g u a r d e d  s e c r e t  in B P C / S A S O  c i r c l e s *

It was k n o w n  that this wa s w h a t  we had do ne. So it is in 

this c o n t e x t  that I s p e a k  of g o i n g  a h e a d ,  that is at the 

C u r r i e s  F o u n t a i n  u n d e r  the n a m e  of BAW U  and all w o u l d  

c o n t i n u e  l e g i t i m a t e l y  in its own r i g h t  as an o r g a n i s a t i o n  

w i t h  a m e e t  i n g .

Yes, c a r r y  on. T h e n  Dr. M o k o a p e  said to you:

n ...the p o i n t  is that y o u r  n e w s p a p e r s  have  

g o n e  out to i n t i m i d a t e  the p u b l i c  a b o u t  

c o m i n g ..."

An d then you say:

" . . . it 1 11 d e p e n d  on the n u m b e r  w h o ’ll 

turn  u p ..."

---  Yes, well, h e r e  I was a l r e a d y  f e e l i n g  at this time that

if no p e o p l e  t u r n e d  up of c o u r s e  our p r o b l e m s  are safe, 

we have  no p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  us.

Yes, c a r r y  on? ---  But if p e o p l e  turn up, we w o u l d  have

to h a v e  some sort of r e s p o n s i b l e  a t t i t u d e  to that.

T h e n  you say you w il l o n l y  k n o w  at 5.30 and he says:

11 . . . I m e a n  you are g o i n g  to start the r a l l y ? . . . "

--- J a .

And at wh at st ag e are you g o i n g  to
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wi ll  r e m e m b e r  I said we had t h r o w n  o v e r b o a r d  the idea of 

u s i n g  the K a j e e  H a l l  and n o w  it was felt by us, a c c u s e d  

No. 2, a c c u s e d  No, 3, m y s e l f ,  A h m e d  B aw a was a r o u n d ,

Mr. M a b a n d l a ,  Mr. M b e o ,  that we s h o u l d  fall  b a c k  on our 

o r i g i n a l  c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n , that is C u r r i e s  F o u n t a i n  is 

b o o k e d  in the n a m e  of the B l a c k  A l l i e d  W o r k e r s  Un i o n ,

B A WU ,  and it w a s in this c o n t e x t  that I say: we are g o i n g  

a h e a d ,  we are g o i n g  ahead. Now, I o u g h t  to p o i n t  out to 

Y o u r  L o r d s h i p  that the c o n t i n g e n c y  b o o k i n g  in the n a m e  of 

B AW U was a w e l l  g u a r d e d  s e c r e t  in BPC/'SASO c i r c l e s .

It was k n o w n  that t hi s  wa s w h a t  we had don e. So it is in 

this c o n t e x t  that I s p e a k  of g o i n g  a h e a d ,  that is at the 

C u r r i e s  F o u n t a i n  u n d e r  the n a m e  of B AW U and all w o u l d  

c o n t i n u e  l e g i t i m a t e l y  in its own r i g h t  as an o r g a n i s a t i o n  

w i t h  a m e e t i n g .

Yes, c a r r y  on. T h e n  Dr. M o k o a p e  said to you:

" . . . t h e  p o i n t  is that y o u r  n e w s p a p e r s  ha ve  

g o n e  out to i n t i m i d a t e  the p u b l i c  a b o u t  

c o m i n g ..."

A nd  t h e n  you say:

" . . . i t ’ll d e p e n d  on the n u m b e r  w h o ' l l  

t ur n up ..."

---  Yes, wel l, h e r e  I was a l r e a d y  f e e l i n g  at this time that

if no p e o p l e  t u r n e d  up of c o u r s e  our p r o b l e m s  are safe, 

we h a v e  no p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  us.

Yes, c a r r y  on? ---  But if p e o p l e  turn up, we w o u l d  have

to h a v e  some sort of r e s p o n s i b l e  a t t i t u d e  to that.

T h e n  you say you w i l l o n l y  k n o w  at 5.30  and he says: 

" . .. I  m e a n  you are g o i n g  to s t a r t  the r a l l y ? . . . "

--- J a .

And at w h a t  sta ge  are you g o i n g  to
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cancel it?

Ah, they, thej^'ll stop it."

Tell us what that is about. — It now dawns on me that 

despite the fact that we have taken the precaution of 

booking the Currie’s Fountain in the name of the Black 

Allied Workers Union, BAWU, the police would be present and 

the GAS0/BPC faces would prompt the police to stop a 

legitimate rally going on in the name of B A W U . At this 

time it strikes me that although we have booked the 

Currie’s Fountain in the name of BAWU, the police (10)

are going to see the same SAGO/BBC faces there and they 

are not going to believe the story look, this thing is 

booked under BAWU, they are going to see the same B 

faces there, which faces would fit into the context of the 

Black consciousness movement in general, it being borne in 

mind that certain leading members of BAWU are members of 

either SASO or BBC or both.

And when this dawned on you that the policc would in 

any event try and stop this meeting, what did you feel 

about that prospect? — Well, now I felt that look, (20) 

we had been skipping from one to the other, that is skipping 

from the Kajee Ilall plan to the original contingency plan 

of Currie's Fountain now, but this matter will have to be 

given very, very careful and deliberate consideration and 

only then can we decide what we can actually do and I say 

on page IB, at the middle of the page "(8 )" that; is myself: 

"Just speak to him it's urgent because 

we, we're talcing some we're doing some 

drastic things„..''

Has Your Lordship got that? 1 age 12.

IIR SOGGOT: I fore or lesr in the middle of the page, 11’Lord

— The/
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— The 13th line.

It starts with: ’’Just speak to him.."

—  The second line says:

w e’re doing some drastic things which 

I, we can't discuss on the phone 

How, this prompts me to use a ruse to get Ho. 4 because it 

is clear that I had been trying to get bold of No. 4 and 

we had missed each other somewhere along the line and I 

wanted accused ITo. 4 over because he was a founder member 

of BPC and we can discuss what we can do correctly (10)

and responsibly if we have opinions from responsible 

quarters.

What I want you to deal squarely with is this: you 

have told us what your original plans and the two 

contingency plans were about, nob so° — That is correct.

Was any other thing, any other approach planned or 

contemplated or discussed at all? I want to know whether 

"drastic things" could refer to anything else. — JTo, 

drastic things, Your Lordship will realise by now that

I am given to drastic usage of the language and I (20)

say, we are doing some drastic things, look, Mokoape, 

you must come, we must discuss this thing. You do not 

know what I am talking about when I say drastic, but this 

is the incentive for you to comc over, it is a ruse on 

my part.

While we are talking about the word "drastic", have 

a look at page 13 please. — Yes.

Where Mokoape says:
J u

"Well ja, because nobody must put them

selves in a position where they have to (3r0) 

be the recipients ah, of drastic action."

What/.o.
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What did you understand him to mean by that? — Well, 

this is in the context of, if Your Lordship will turn to 

the bottom of page 12, Dr liokoape said - asked: "who's 

at 86?" ITow this is the second last line, it is a reference 

to who is at 06, Beatrice Street, that is tho SASO 

Headquarters. Nov; the next page I say "very f e w " » Then 

he continues:

"Well J a , because nobody must put them

selves in a position where they have to 

be the recipients ah, of drastic action." (10)

This was quite clear to me we are prone to banning orders, 

receiving banning orders, from time to time at any time 

and in this context he, and I wos thinking along these 

lines, this is what I understood by it, would hove been 

referring to: well, now we reached an interesting situation 

in this whole rally episode and the system, the White 

Government may react by issuing a banning order or banning 

orders against certain prominent officials responsible in 

the actual organisation of this affair, that is the rally 

and here I was thinking of prominent among them, (20)

accused No. 2 and to a lesser extent accused. No» '3, both 

leading SASO officials and accused Ho. 2 prominently 

involved in the organisation of the rally and I was thinking 

of them being recipients of banning orders and summarily 

being despatched to some little bit of arid ground which 

is - to which they have been restricted, in that context. 

Then he goes on to soy:

"They ought to be terminating their 

services today altogether,"

Is that still talking about the some tiling? — Well, (;’0) 

this confirms now my impression, yes, he is talking about

he /.. „
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the same thing.

Now, v;e have jumped around, a little bit. Would you 

(50 back please to page 10. — Yes.

About six lines from the bottom:

. people will only arrive there by six 

o'clock» . . In their big numbers, 

o. w e 111 just have to wait and see."

And then you talk about two types of statements» Just tell 

us what that is about. — Well, accused Ho. 4-, Dr 

Mokoape is clearly concerned about what v/e will have (10) 

to say if we have to call the rally off and in this context, 

stepping down, but without losing any initiative, without 

losing face. I cancelled, the rally, do you *• have you 

thought about what 7/ou are going to soy if you have to 

cancel it.

Yes, that is the one statement.

"Or a statement in case you have to go 

far away."

— Yes, that is at the top of page 11. Here it is not too 

clear. Go far away can actually physically mean .. (?0)

(intervenes)

Well, what did you understand by that? — I have to 

go far away, but I understood this as having reference to 

if people were arrested and. I was thinking of accused No.

2 and 3 in this context and if people were banned and taken 

far away, in this context.

Then just carry on, while we are about it. — I say

h e r e :

"Ja we've prepared quite a few ... a

series . ' 1 (5^)

Actually this is bluff, we never prepared any such

statenent r/.„.
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s t a t e m e n t s  in c a s e  we had to, but we w e r e  m u s i n g  over 

p o s s i b l e  t h o u g h t s  in this c o n v e r s a t i o n ,

"If you h a v e  to c a n c e l  it. It is not 

g o i n g  to be said by us. The c a n c e l l i n g  

is b e c a u s e  it is b a n n e d .

U m m . "

And th e n  Dr. M o k o a p e  says:

"Ah! We say, we can say we d o n ’t seek 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  you kn ow , but the b l a m e  

m u s t  sti ll r e s t  w i t h  t h e m  eh!" 1 0

--- Yes.

And t he n yo u say:

"No, we c a n ’t say we d o n ’t see k  c o n f e r . . .  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  we d o n ’t talk a b o u t  it."

Tell us a b o u t  that? ---  I f i x e d  on the w o r d  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .

I felt that it w o u l d  be t o t a l l y  u n w i s e  to b r o a c h  such a 

s u b j e c t ,  that is c o n f r o n t a t i o n  b e c a u s e  j u s t as I fi xe d  on 

that p a r t i c u l a r  term, the s y s t e m  w o u l d  fix on w h e n  we 

m e n t i o n  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  and ca st  us in a bad l i g h t  in 

r e s p e c t  of us s e e k i n g  some sort of p h y s i c a l  a r m e d  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  as it w e r e ,  b e c a u s e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  is a v e r y  

s e n s i t i v e  word. It is a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  u s e d  in a p a r t i c u l a r  

c o n t e x t  for e x a m p l e  in this ca s e  and in this c o n t e x t  I 

t h o u g h t  it is be st ,  it w o u l d  be t o t a l l y  u n w i s e  to talk  

a b o u t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  We w o u l d  r a t h e r  not talk a b o u t  it 

at all.

And then you say:

" . . . w h a t e v e r  s i t u a t i o n  it i s . . . i f  they 

have to c a n c e l  it...

We m u s t  b l a m e  t h e m . . . "

T h e r e  you are t a l k i n g  a b o u t  the a t t r i b u t i o n  of blame.
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That is correct.

And then Dr Ilokoape refers to Sharpeville „ How con 

you ."just turn to — just what is the reference to 

rnercinaries mobilizing, just to complete that0 — Veil, 

now, there had been a rumour that there was some sort of 

mercinary volunteering to I think it was some newspaper 

and this we put off as a scare by Xoekemoer, it was a

rumour*

But then the phrase is in the corrected record, I 

do not know if yours is corrected: (10)

"We can even go ahead and say that we 

heard rumours about mobilizing,,!

— Well, the correction has been scratched off in ray copy.

Yes, I am just reading it to you. Is that what 

Mokoape said? — That is what he said, and that is my 

reply to it, in that context that I have just outlined to 

the Court.

BY THE COUR T : Well, there is something written in there: 

"Or that we heard, rumours, we con even go 

ahead and say that we heard rumours about (20)

mobilizing,"

Have you got that? — That is right.

r-TR SOGGOT: I just prompted the witness because ho hasn't
9  mrnm fc— — mmrnmumm rnmtmwm ■ m m*m

got it in his copy. Allright, I wonder if you can then 

pass on to the final conversation involving you, which 

I believe is on page 15. — Yes,

There you talk to Ilehlomola. Who is he and. just give 

us the setting of this. — Ilehlomola ir Mehlonola ukosana, 

the administrative assistant I think of BPC. He is speaking 

from Johannesburg and I did not start this converse- (50) 

tion. It was accused Ho. 5? Nkwenkwe Hkomo, who started

the/...
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the conversation with Mehlomola and it was after the 

meeting held at '0. ?)., that is Doctors Quarters and before 

the Reverend Mayathula arrived at BAVU offices. That is 

the background to that particular conversation.

" V o 1! cjfTvr i  n  O m ’ rl 1 ft r\ *P 4-1^ i r \  r r  o  ••A. w  U  U a i V /  J i i  _L v v J J -  U J J . ^ /  j y  C l  [ j  •

"Mobilise the people" 

there. What do you mean by mobilise? — Well, it is 

utilise the resources that you have.

And then:

"*. all systems go." (10)

What does that mean? — It is the usage of language. We 

must have our organisation system at its peak and we must 

not be cut down, that type of thing. And in an attempt 

to inspire confidence in Mehlomola.

Is there any other comment you would like to make 

aboi.it this conversation, because I am going to leave it 

now. — Well, I think I ought to point out that accused 

Ho. 5 started, this conversation before he handed over to 

me and at the top those are his words there on page IS. 

lie says to Mehlomola something to the effect: you (20)

know this meeting or the rallies are banned or have been 

banned, and Mehlomola, if ray memory is correct, agrees and 

the conversation ends off on - sorry, with accused Mo. 5 

saying to Mehlomola: you must keep in touch with the GAGO 

offices. How, I did not point out to Your lordship that 

vre were here in Durban. I speak now for accused. To. 2, 

accused. No. 3 and myself specifically, on the Wednesday 

before - I may be wrong about the time - before we leave 

for Dr Mokoape*s quarters at the D 0Q. that Johannesburg 

was organising a meeting and TRAYC, that is the (30)

Transvaal Youth Organisation, was going to take over the



organisational efforts put into it at that stage by the 

SACO and BPC people up in Johannesburg« Now,

(intervenes)

Why would TRAYO take it over? In the event of what?

— Well, in the case of this banning order, How the person 

who had informed accused No. 2, No, 3 and myself about 

this , was a nan called Kuzwayo who had just come 

K - u - z - w - a - y - o ~ who had just come down from 

Johannesburg with this message.

BY TIE C O U R T : Wliat happened to that rally in (10)

Johannesburg? Nothing? — Well, some conversations here 

show that they did not succeed in effecting a booking of 

any venue, but subsequent to my detention I read in the 

press that the Magistrate of Johannesburg had to bon a 

TRAYO gathering - I do not know whether it was specifically 

referred to as a Prelimo solidarity affair or not, to be 

held at the Regina liunde Hall in Soweto,

TINS COURT ADJOURNS,

(20)
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