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Cfcief A.J. Luthuli, Prssident—flenaral of the Africa*
National Congreaa has called for 50,000 Freedom Volunteer®
for the Congress of the People. Many thousands in differ-
ent parts of the country have already answered the call.
Many more are volunteering daily.

I Coming ao soon, when the tasks of the heroic DefianoP
0/ Volunteers are still fresh in the mind* of the people,
0 there is bound to be some misunderstanding as to the tasks
of the Freedom Volunteers. And in their desperate atteapts
-4 to discredit and disrupt the movement, the enemies of the
Congreaa of the People go to all lengths to spread delib-
erate lies and distort the real meaning of this .Treat
movement. - — " r*
/ &
Firstly, it should be made quite clear that while
the Congress of the People came about as a result of the
/ radically changed political situation caused by the Def-
iance Campaign, the present campaign is NOT the continu-
ation of the Defiance Campaign.

We realise that the entire South African political
situation has changedj we must meet it with changed
tactics and methods. Therefore, the tasks of Freedom
Volunteers would be quite different to those of the
Defiance Campaign.

The word VOLOMTUEFf is retained, firetly because

it has become a word of honour in our struggle

for freedom; secondly, because though they wj,lIl

have different tasks and duties, the Freedom*

Volunteers will be volunteers nevertheless, $n the

same struggle.
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VOLUNTEERS

A To undertake reg—
ular, active and
Inteasive work in
mobilising resistance
to the apartheid policy
of the Government.
Volunteers must cam—
Ipaign agairwt ths e
Ik3«catlcr. Act,

.'the Act,

the Satire Labour
(Settlement of Disp-
utes) Act, the Western
Areas Removal Scheme;
as well as all local
grievances of the
people such as housing,
passes, rentB, and
transport.

To carry to every
+4t comer of our
country the message of
the fiarytress of the
People, and to gather
in the people*s demands
for the Freedom Charter.
Volunteers must visit
every town, village,
farm, factory, mine and
reserve in South Africa.
This is directly linked
with the first task* u
the Congress of the
People must not be an
abstract ranpaign, but
must at all stages and
on every i3sue be
related to the actual
conditions of the
people.

To o0s8ist in every
V way possible in
building the sponsoring
organisations.
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We can't enumerate ALL the tasks Freedom

TV s “Sh o c k —Q R /G A d t Volunteers will be expected to cany out. But
simply stated, their task will be to act as

the “Shock-brigade” of our non-violent anry of Freedom.

%

o

,Mignorance and darkneis.

the active organisers against the aparthied menace. They will

go from house to house, street to street, to the factories and
farms, to schools and mines, to meetings, partiee and weddings,
everyiGiere where there are people; and they will be expected to
carry the message of the convening of the Congress of the People,
to gain support for it and to recruit new volunteers.

They will carry the message of light and truth to areas and
to people who have for years and years been kept in deliberate
They will educate the cnasaes about the

(continued



B&ner or a pilot"rt.11 agre<

........ Many* many years back people
used to think we art s&ftf In the
hands of the ruling claaa, by the
ruling class | mean the VETTERS. But
now realise that those* who tfcougnt
that ray are very rruch miatakftn.
Eecaiu—e 3hould it not have been fg<r
the voters, those wo aft ruling
today would not have be”™n ruling.
Sor*thing MUST le- dons!

Since the nan. —voter is in the majo-
rity and the voters in the minority,
something shall havt, to &= done to
let the voices of the non. —vottr be
heard, uxid heard in a very big v-ay.
That is, TIE CCNGRLSS OF THE P20FLE.*

b O S |:|§VO m QV*EARE).E.AS.their ta~ks- vrith rourage,
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' dahger* 01/& the Bantu Education Act, the

« Ort)\Wp Area* Act, the Native Resettlement

let, the Native Labour (Settlement of
Lisputta) Act, and about every other Act
that la insulting to our dignity as
human beings and that aims to maintain
the jack—-boot cf opporession on our
backs till —temity.

They *ill speak tc people,
conditions, mnice careful note of their

grievances ar.d ittunds, and ensure that
the smallestof these i3 conveyed to the
organisers so that th”y car. be expressed

in the FreedocT Charter.

They vrill tear in mind all the'time
that their forea>o03t eim in carrying Qut
their tasks as volunteers "rill be to**
strengthen the national organisations of
the people. -

*They —rill ensure that by their work,
propaganda and careful explanation they w
will educate the people sufficiently not
to be provoked into violence .hich will
be constantly attempted by the anemits.

Freedom Volunteers V/ijl carry out
discipline and

utmost devotion. with the realisation

that their tames will end only =hen our

cc—untry, SoUtr. Africa, ia ‘fttec frog the

bonlag—- and op-pn.ssion unaer vhich it has

suffere—d for so long.

"ZW6UST MtUIMGS
1WtPe wclO m many aqe«s .

separate office ha—T nor; bean opene.! for th< National

Action Council. The address

Street, Johannesburg:
*

There *s a trejiendcus amount of clerical

done in the office,

is 8, Somerset Hcuae, Fox

and the Box njtaber:*11045.

work to be

and volunteer helpers arc needed.

|
After you have finished work, nnd during L .? r—"ek-endj
giwp up at .'Itust Sw— of your time tc assisting with

this .vork. 'phone 53-0975 before call in— at the office

if you can only ojj...

‘after—hours’ , an

that orr—jige—

ments can be ned— to shov. you what work —Tist be done.

See that tloia Bulletin

put it in your pocket and leave

ia not wasted!
an. U you read this Bulletin, you can help
anothor volunteer, or to someone you wish to enlist as. a volunteer.
it that—.

Froper distribution is important
in distribution. Pai;s it on t0
Do ™>t
Make "Speaking Together” one more

weapon in organising a mighty Congress of the People.

study their
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Daar Volunteer,

Greatinga to yai for the New Year. It will be a good year - a -
year of suooess for'air Congress of the People - if we get down to wartc with-
out delay.

decision of the National Council, the Congress of the People
will definitely be oalled before June of this year. There is a great deal to
do before you oan say "Now we are ready; the people are ready; our Congress of
the people will be a tremendous success".

What are the ibings we need to do?

**
Pirst: We must collect in the demands of the people for inclusion in the

Freedom Charter. This work oust start new; By 30th of February, 1955 we oust
have received the olaina and demands of the people, so that the work 6f assem-
bling all these demands into a single Charter oan go ahead.*

WHAT IS ThE RKfcJilJOM CHARTER? The Freedoo Charter will be the
Charter of the demands of all the South Afrioan people for the things that thqy

want to make their lives hapjy and free. It will be a document to guide all our
future work, but it will be written by the orflinary people themselves, through
the demands that they themselves sent in. It is hoped that thousands and thou-
sands of g-therings, some small seme large, will be held innere pe—ple can speak
freely of their own lives, of what ohanges they want in their way of life, in
the lawa they live under and in the conditions. —Look at the "Call" - in it are*
the kinds of things that people will talk about - the land, wages, taxes, educa-
tion, health, reoreation, laws, food’ and peace. From these meetings, no matter
hew small they are will ocm6 the demands if the pe*ple for the changes they want.
All those demands, no matter trifling, no matter n:w local they may be - arjr.

those demands of peqple oust be fcoted on, rbCordAd and sent in for inclusion in
the Freedom Charter. And tney nustbe in by not latejkhar. the 30th February, 1955.

When all these demands are received, they will be put together,
o&refUlly, to make a single Charter which will truly be the voice of the people
of this oountryl And this Charter — The Freedom Charter — will then be put to

the elected delegates of the nation at the Congress of the People, so that they
oan dilute it, disouas it and adopt it as a juide for all ttio wish for and work
for Freedom.

WHAT MUST A FRjciUOM VDLUTVTEER DC ? £ volunteer is an orcianiser and
a leader cf the people. in the next two months - but startinr right away,
now without delay, he nuat™argenise people to formulate their demands. ?c must
oall people together, explain to them the Freedcm barter, encourage them to s”eak
cut, listen to their demands, and record their demands and send them into the
Congress of the Pecple Connittee. F r some volunteers a start can be made in their
own factories or their place of work —where lunch—hcxor discussion with his work—
mates can be arranged. For all volunteers, a meeting cf neighbours in a house,
perhaps only of one street or block, can be called together. Fran these small
b«»ginning8 we oust branch off, going from street to street, from block to block,
organising meetings, explaining, listening, recording. For the next few months,
volunteers nust work liipe missionaries, without resting. ' It should be ne fair
to nest with one grcup of people or another every night, systematically coverinr
our whole town or locality ao that no oitiaen of South Afrioa ia left out of the
dlaouaaicna an the Trwadan Charter.
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This is a big iaak r -t traoandaie ,ta»fc. ..R»t a gocd volunteer
doee not work alonel He «****> «» firat plaoe with the other “"lunt.era
in the neighbourhood, placing together with them all «** *e
ftit even when a volantear ataarta work alone, with no
hie task is - at every Jteeiing.*— to oall on thoee who are inspired by
the ideals of the freedom Oilarter to take their wwn initiative - to oall
their own meetings - in ttieir’own places of work and to beome also orga-
nisers and leaders for the Freedom Charter.

i *gm 4 ¢ A .

Let us not overlook the oountryside.

who have relations and families

to J«
there to assist him

N=E — *
Volunteers from the towns

in the countryside uust try to get to the
rural areas on the week-ends, and hold discussions on the Charter

They oust urge, at every meeting in the towns that all the peqple write
visit their friends in the rural areas and in the villages, to tell then
about the Freedom Charter, and to urge then to nako their demands withcu

delay. Every one who has rede his own demand oust now organise others to
do the samel Let the Freedom Charter spread

like wild fire among the pe :pxe.
*

*

HOff SHOULD A MTCTTTC BE COKDUCTSD? At every meeting the
"volunteer* should start by explaining about the Caress of thedJ™”~le.
They should explain that the African National Congress, South African
Indian Congress, South African Congress of Democrats ana the Bouth African
Coloured peoples’ Organisation have joined hands to call ol°c? ®
tatives of the people to a central assembly - the Congress of tne Pe p —
not later than June of this year. They should explain that at this
the Freedom Charter will be adopted. They should exp.ain that the Freedom
Charter is to be written by the people everywhere in small anc. great
gatherings, who will voioe their own demands and send their de«ianc*s
inclusion in the Charter.

']
Tw
The "Call4d tp the Congress of the Jte”le sh'uld then be re®1*
Volunteer, should explain that the time has no. = * for the people nt the.
meeting to speak together - to speak of Freedom and of what it—-means for
thesQ*

the volunteers should carefully write d wn the demands and
Grievances that are voicea. ‘They shculd guide the discussion' eo that
people do not only say what they suffer frc® but also say changes just
be made to set things right. « They must enc.urage j"~1le

things, and not to speak generally of unjust
must ask — what

to talk of snail
laws or oppression .~ .y
laws are unjust, and what sh'uld be done about them, what
i® oppression, and hew it can be abolished.

At the end of the meeting, all the dananda ~f the should
then be read out by the volunteers, and the meeting asked to vote fsc or
againat their inclusion in the Freed,om Charter. The Pe*le at the
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and leading than forward.
XEps off DOW tO IT S2£, WmiOJT D3L..Y*

Youra fear Freedom,
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