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SACC plans protestx 
supporting objector p - % o

By ARNOLD GEYER
SOUTH African churches and 
“concerned individuals” have 
been called on to fast and hold 
vigils in protest against the al
leged solitary confinement im
posed on Mr Peter Moll in the 
Pretoria m ilitary detention 
barracks.

Mr Moll is serving a 12- 
month sentence for refusing to 
do military service.

The church’s protest action 
is to coincide with a three-day 
fast next week by Mr Moll — 
his second so far — because, it 
is alleged, he has to “undergo 
repeated spells of solitary con
finement” for refusing to wear 
a military uniform.

Friends are also rallying to 
collect R5 145 which Mr Moll 
has been forced to repay the 
Old Mutual bursary fund after 
a study grant was cancelled.

In a letter to all congrega
tions in the country, the Rev 
Rob Robertson of the South Af
rican  Council of C hurches’ 
commission on violence and 
n o n -v io le n c e  a p p ea le d  to 
churchmen to:
•  Urge the Government to com
mit Mr Moll to civilian impris
onment where the uniform is
sue would not arise and where, 
after serving his sentence, he 
would be discharged from the 
D e f e n c e  F o r c e  “ w i t h  
ignominy” .
•  Organise prayer vigils and 
fasts on July 16 to 18 to bring to 
the attention of the authorities 
Mr Moll’s plight.

Over Easter this year, indi
vidual church ministers and 
congregation members of four 
m ajor denom inations went 
without food and held vigils in 
protest against the alleged soli

tary confinement of two stu
dents in detention barracks for 
refu sin g  to w ear m ilita r y  
uniforms.

Mr Robertson yesterday em 
phasised that Mr Moll was not 
protesting against his imprison
ment, but specifically at the 
so litary  confinem ent which  
a m o u n t e d  t o “ a d o u b l e  
penalty” .

Mr Moll was dismissed by 
Old Mutual this year “on con
tractual grounds” after having 
been jailed. He now has to pay 
back the R5 145 allowed him to 
continue his studies for a Uni
versity of Cape Town degree.

Mrs Di Scott-Saddington of 
Cape Town, who is sending out 
letters appealing for contribu
tions, yesterday said: “It is 
important that we start accu
mu l a t i n g  t he  o u t s t a nd i n g  
amount now.”



PW Botha rebukes churches
Churches urged to 

be independent

IN AN unusual rebuke, this 
week Prime M inister Mr P 
W Botha, accused the 
Sendingkerk. which is the 
' ‘C o loured" version of the 
N (j Kerk fam ily. o f "super
ficiality and a total lack of 
ability to properly evaluate 
the situation in South 
A frica".

He was reacting to a letter 
sent to him b\ 10 congrega
tions o f the Cape Peninsula 
synod. about the situation 
in South Africa.

In reference to the June 
unrest during which several 
people were killed this year, 
the congregations said in the 
letter to the Prime Minister 
that this had been the result 
o f the "ungod ly" policy of 
apartheid.

Ihe churches said they 
w ere convinced that the 
fundam ental causes of the 
disturbances should be 
sought in the "sinful and 
God-dishonouring policy of 
aparthe id ."

The letter continued: "W e 
want to urgently bring it to 
the attention of the Govern-
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ment that the death of the 
people (also innocent child
ren) was too high a price to 
pay for the continued 
application of this policy."

It also pointed out that the 
people looked up to the 
churches for guidance in 
tim es of crise like in June, 
bin that when such leader
ship was provided for this 
purpose -there,,w as usually 
large scale intim idation of 
the leaders.

In a w riten reply to (he 10 
congregations. Mr Botha 
said one would have hoped 
that the churches concerned 
would recognise (ha( (here 
was a Marxist-nmslaught on 
South Africa and that, under 
M arxism, no church would 
be tolerated.

Mr Botha s letter said: .
"O ne would have 

expected  that your preshy-' 
to y  would have made men
tion of how the Coloured 
population had made 
progress in economic and 
o ther fields and that a strong 
middle-class had developed 
am ong the coloured

er, would be a Conscientious 
O bjector — but one who 
would opt for leaving the 
country to  live somewhere 
else in Africa!

But the point is that here is 
an area w here there is a lot o f 
w ork for us to  do. How many 
girls will not fall prey to the 
myth that Military Service is 
a glorious service which they 
can render to  their country!

The second aspect I want 
to pick up from Sheena’s 
paper is the statem ent she 
made that:

'M ilitarism  cannot thrive 
without the image of an 
enem y. And to fight the 
enem y you must hate him'. 
And she went on to say 

‘But in fact that enemy is one 
we have created and who 
did not exist before we 
created h im .’
Now I think that the Con

scientious Objection move
ment must also tackle this 
issue, or, if it cannot do so, we 
should at least challenge 
som e other group to look into 
the whole issue o f countering 
the propaganda on which that 
particular myth is fed.

W hat did we set ourselves 
to  do in this w orkshop? Have 
we achieved our goals and 
objectives?

If I may I would like to 
sum m arize the main objec
tives which have em erged as 
follows:

( 1) To strive for the recog
nition ofConscientious 
Objection as a basic 
human right.

(2) To find ways and 
means o f educating the 
public with a view to 
changing the law and 
this means finding the 
appropriate ways o f 
negotiating with the 
Governm ent.

(3) To establish counsel
ling and support cent
res for Conscientious 
O bjectors and their 
families.

(4) To engage in research 
and the publication of 
information.

(5) To suggest and estab
lish alternative forms 
o f service.

(6) To move from mere 
criticism  of present 
position into specific

and positive plans of 
action.

The various task groups 
have reported on their work 
and I think that their reports 
indicate the measure in which 
these objectives are in the 
process o f being achieved. I 
w ant to stress tWarttte achfe- 
vem ent o f these objectives 
should be seen as a process. 
So many Conferences make 
resolutions and people think 
that their m ere attendance at 
the C onference means achie
ving what the Conference 
aim ed at. I believe no Confer
ence achieves anything other 
than to inform and motivate 
people into action. The ulti
m ate value o f this workshop, 
therefore, will be seen in the 
type o f action which will flow 
as a result o f our having been 
together.

I want to  conclude by going 
back to what 1 said right at the 
beginning. We are engaged in 
a battle — our battle is not 
against persons, human be
ings, but against the wicked 
spiritual forces in the heaven
ly world, the rulers and au
thorities —  and cosmic po
w ers o f  this dark age. It was 
part o f the G reek world-view 
at the time o f Paul that the 
world o f men was in fact con
trolled by cosmic forces — 
som e evil, and some good, 
and that there was a trem en
dous battle going on between 
these forces.

The good news, the Gospel 
that Paul and o ther proclaim 
ed was that all these powers 
and forces had been over
com e and subjugated by 
Jesus. And so we have that 
trem endous passage in Phi- 
lippians which states:

‘F or this reason God raied 
Him to the highest place 
above, 

and gave him the name that 
is g rea ter than any other 
name.

And so in honour o f the 
name o f Jesus all beings 
in heaven, on earth , and 
in the world below will 
fall on their knees, 

and all will openly 
proclaim  that Jesus 
Christ is Lord,

To the glory of God the 
F a th e r.’

In o ther w ords part of the

com m unity. because of (he 
opportunities created for 
them  by this government.

"O ne would have ex
pected that before v our pres

bytery had run to Ihe public 
media you would first have 
acquainted .yourselves with 
(he real facts.

"I hope your church does 
not encourage people to

open resistance because 
then the State will have to 
assert itself and I am the last 
person who w ishes to see a 
clash between Church and 
State.

What does your presby
tery think can be achieved 
w ith people who stay away 
from work? Is that adhering 
to Christian responsibili
tie s?"

AFRICAN CHURCHES 
have been urged to discard 
inherited church structures 
which are carryovers from 
w estern feudal societies.

I he call was made in 
Lesotho last week at the end 
o f  a w eeklong meeting o f the 
World Student Christian 
Federation (Africa region).

Ihe  meeting recommen
ded that all foreign church 
structures should be dis
m antled. and in their place a 
meaningful and authentic 
African church should be 
established.

Such a church would 
reflect the African reality 
and articulate worship 
m odes inherent with popular 
participation o f the people in 
ordering and running of the 
m inistry .

But above all. the African 
church, they said, should 
work towards self suffi
ciency in finance and 
personnel to achieve self 
realisation.

The meeting which was 
attended by 51 people from 
10 countries felt that: Alien 
religious categories and 
images used in the churches 
should be abandoned and 
replaced with socially 
relevant ones, and the Bible 
should he read contextually 
and must be related to the 
experienc of people in the 
com m unity.

And in order to make reti
R - i m

Christians should desist 
from conceptualising and 
com partm entalising their 
lives away from society and 
should view their lives as 
part and parcel of the total 
social existence.

Christian life can there
fore be a political and indivi
dualistic.

Youths org 

Bible camp
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good news is that Jesus is 
Lord — he has suprem e au
thority. Man is no longer un
d er the control o f these for
ces. God is in control.

I believe that we need not 
only to proclaim  that Good 
New s, but we need to  let it 
sink into our own beings. For 
unless we, ourselves, live in 
such a way that we dem on
strate  the tru th  of this news 
we shall be overcom e by fear 
and apathy.

In our day we have a some
what different world-view, a 
much more scientific one. 
B u t that does not alter the fact 
that evil is a powerful force in 
our midst. This evil shows it
se lf not ju st as personal sin 
such as greed, selfishness or 
hatred . but also as a powerful 
force which has entrenched 
itself in structures o f exploit
ation, o f  oppression, o f alien
ation.
' To do battle against these 

forces in the name of the vic
torious Christ is to engage in 
costly  effort o f changing not 
only the attitudes or hearts of 
people but also o f the very 
structures in which they are 
captives.

Now, when Doug Bax was 
speaking on Conscientious 
Objection from a Christian

perspective, he dealt with 
pacificism and at greater 
length with the theory of the 
ju st war. And I think it would 
be fair to conclude from the 
evidence he gave u5 that the 
main tradition in Christianity 
has been a ju st w arone rather 
than a pacifist one.

And perhaps all that that 
says is that the sinful natureof 
man as well as the sinful en
vironm ent in which he exists 
give him the kind o f complic
ity with evil, which means 
that instead of choosing be
tw een absolute good and total 
e vil. he must often choose be
tween the lesser o f two evils.

Perhaps that is the only 
way we can explain that, 
w hatever our views or con
victions , we are in fact caught 
up in a process o f change — a 
process in which the spiral of 
violence is present.

W hat we need to remem
ber then is that God is not ab
sent from His world even 
when that process is at its 
worse—  it is His world. He 
has overcom e it. He rules it. 
He is transforming it and re
deem ing it. He shares the 
pain of that process. To Him 
be the glory.
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fhurches ought to 
songs, poem s and images 
draw n from authentic Afri
can experiences.

”  There is a clear need for 
Christians to avoid hypo- 
cricy and total disregard for 
social practices in the Afri
can society .

I hey should make efforts 
to incorporate some relevant 
African cultural norms and 
social practices which may 
not necessarily conflict with 
actual Christian teaching." 
they said.

I he Church in Africa, the 
meeting felt, should avoid 
aligning itself with and 
endorsing state powers 
thereby compromising 
Christian teachings and 
prophetic mission to self- 
centred  political interests.

TH E  YOUTHS o f the 
Evangelical Lutheran 
C hurch in Cameroun w ill 
organise an international 
Bible camp at the 
N gaoundere Protestant 
College.

I he general theme of the 
cam p will be "Unity in 
D iversity" and the sub
them es will be: the sharing 
and strengthening o f  experi
ences and Christian life, and 
the promotion of under
standing among Christian 
y ouths ol different nations.

Explaining the reasons for 
choosing this theme. Mr 
Mbogo Joseph and Mr Yang- 
tare Louis, youths member 
of the camp organising 
com m ittee, said the choice 
of the theme was motiv ated 
by the fact that the youths 
w ho vv ill take pari in the

" t t r f k t f  I h i c 'U O lc '
utilise Irom  OilTerent n atio n s, ruec 

and cultures — are united in 
C h rist.

I he union, they further 
stated , is reinforced by ihe 
union ol everyone o f us in 
Christ.
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‘We owe much to youngmen’
Rev. R.J.D. Robertson of the South African Council of 
Churches’ Justice and Reconciliation Division, has been closely 
associated with the youngConscientnis Objectors sft the mili
tary centre. V -------  - ■ —

Below we publish extracts from his report on recent develop
ments since that memorable Friday, when Peter Moll was 
recognised as a conscientious objector and also his comments 
on the subject.
-

On Friday 8th August it 
was announced that the 
SA D F had recognised Peter 
Moll and Richard Steele as 
conscientious objectors in
stead o f simply as call-up de
faulters.

Up to that time Peter Moil 
had spent a total o f 125 days 
in solitary confinem ent and 
Richard S teele 50 days (two 
o f  which w ere on bread and 
w ater only). Chris Boshoff,. 
m entioned in the May issue 
o f  Non-V News, had earlier 
decided that the issue over 
w hich he objected had now 
becom e ‘fait accom pli’ and 
(after 42 days in solitary) he 
has agreed to serve in the 
Arm y again.

It has been stated by the 
SAD F that this recognition 
applies only to P eter and 
Richard and will not mean a 
review  o f their present sen
tences which end on 2nd 
D ecem ber and 24th 
February  respectively. It 
will presum ably make any 
further sentences non- 
recurring in their cases,

however.
The country and the 

Church owe a great debt to 
these two young men and we 
thank God for their courage 
and com m itm ent. Their will
ingness to suffer for con
science sake has stirred the 
conscience o f the country’s 
military leaders and we 
should also thank God for 
the willingness o f these men 
to  accept the witness made 
to  them.

Thank God for the parents 
o f  R ichard and Peter who 
have borne a load o f anxiety 
and havQ spent much time, 
energy and money in travell
ing to see top officials in the 
Defence F orce and in Parlia
ment.

This decision will have re
percussions far beyond the 
ending o f the solitary con
finem ent, urgent as that was. 
Up to now the State has re
cognised five religious 
denom inations as having 
tenets by which their mem
bers may not participate in 
war. They are the Jehovah’s

W itnesses, Christadelph- 
ians, Plymouth Brethren, 
Suppliant Faithists and Sev^ 
enth Day A dventists. The 
C ourt M artial trials of 
Richard and Peter and su b sd | 
quent reviews have led to a 
more detailed study of the 
tenets o f these groups com
pared with other churches 
and the dividing lines are not 
all that clear.

In addition a serious con
tradiction in the Defence Act 
itself appears in the fact that 
Section 121(c) makes it a 
heavily punishable offence 
to  ‘encourage, aid, incite, in
stigate o r suggest to ... any 
o ther person ... to refuse or 
fail to render any service to 
which (they)... are liable in 
term s o f this A ct’, whereas 
Section I26A 2(a), if read in 
the ways Courts Martial 
have been doing, grants re
cognition as conscientious 
objectors only to m embers of 
those denom inations which 
in fact com m it this offence!

The Arm y has cut the Gor- 
dian Ifnot in P eter’s and 
R ichard’s case w ithout going 
back to the courts (Martial or 
Civilian) or to Parliament. 
But the real need is for a revi
sion o f the law to provide a 
clear and com prehensive 
procedure for the testing and 
recognition o f C .O .s, and it 
is surely the job  o f conscien
tious objectors and othen 
concerned to assist the State

in form ulating this.
The W orkshop on Con

scientious Objection held at 
B otha’s Hill last month start
ed to think about this, but 
much w ork needs to be done. 
The Com mission on Vio
lence and Non-violence of 
the SACC could possibly ini
tiate and co-ordinate this and 
we are meeting on I Ith Sep
tem ber. Please let me know 
before that date if you see 
any particular snags about 
that procedure.

This N ew s L etter is going 
to  all participants in the 
W orkshop, and you can have 
it regularly if you return the 
enclosed reply glip.

M eanwhile, with annual 
C hurch A ssem blies, Confer
ences and Synods coming up 
there is an opportunity to en
sure that your church’s posi
tion on conscientious objec
tion is clear and related to 
the present wording o f the 
Defence A ct’s relevant sec
tions.

The ‘peace churches’ 
generally teach (though not 
all insist) that their members 
should not engage in war. 
Their m em bers then have 
little difficulty gaining CO 
recognition.

M ost o th e r churches teach 
that m em bers may partici
pate in w ar ‘on just and nece
ssary occasions’, but they 
also recognise the con
science o f the pacifists

Rev Rob Robertson (right) conversing with a friend.

am ong them  who believe 
they must abstain from  all 
war.

W here a church has not 
made a pronouncem ent on 
the justice and necessity (or 
otherw ise) o f a  particular 
w ar, it needs to be made 
clear that decision on this is 
left to the individual’s judg
m ent and that their conscien
tious decision is respected 
and accepted by the church 
concerned, also that such 
decision is binding on the 
person concerned, i.e. that 
the ir pacifist m em bers must

not engage in any w ar and 
others m ust not engage in a 
w ar they genuinely believe 
to be unjust o r unnecessary.

It might be a salutary exer
cise for each denom ination 
holding the ‘just w ar’ view to 
debate w hether in its judge
m ent the defence or over
throw  by arm s o f the present 
South A frican system  is a 
ju s t cause. Decision would 
be hard to reach but debate 
might clarify the issues and 
test the applicability o f the 
‘ju s t w ar’ and pacifist posi
tions.
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