
pitch and the instalment of two additional 

floodlights had already begun.
By 1 9 8 6 , a breakthrough was made 

with council when Mr. Fisher, at the 

Management meeting of 20th March 

1 9 8 6  reported on the meeting with the city 

council. The association won the right to use 

the ground for the Saturday and Sunday 

matches. It was emphasised at the meeting 

that because of the evident work done by the 

BFA, negotiations were underway to erect 

the proposed new cloakrooms structure. 

All other open ground toilets facilities were 

to be demolished. Additionally, no other 
code would have the use of the ground 

during the soccer season. In the following 

year's general Meeting held at the Bosmont 

F^otel on the 19th of M ay 1 9 8 7  a report 

was tabled on the new cloakrooms on the 

enclosed ground. The feedback was that 

the council refused to pay for the slab. As 

a result, this would have seriously hampered 

BFA's future plans to have a boardroom built 

above the cloakrooms. Correspondence 

was entered into with the council in this 
regard. The management then approved 

the expenditure of R1 2 0 0 0 .0 0  for the slab 
which they would have to recover the amount 

from fundraising activities. Consequently, a 

competition was to be held to raise funds to 

offset the deficit.

Fhowever, the dispute with council over 

control of the ground was to re-surface as 
the BFA minutes entry for 5  February 2 0 0 9  

shows how the first item on the agenda 

was to deal with the December 2 0 0 8  letter 

from the Johannesburg Metropolitan Council 

declaring that they would be handing the 

control of the BFA ground to JO W E ST  

for the 2 0 0 9  season. The BFA executive

suspected that the strategy of JO W E ST  

was to gain control of the ground thereby 

displacing the BFA. The BFA executive 

expressed their determination to secure 

the continued use of the sports fields and 

while seeking other avenues to pursue 

recognition either as a stream/unit or as 

a Local Football Association. A series of 

meetings with Councillors Theresa Van Der 

Merwe, Fahdiel Moosa, Johannesburg 

Metros Junior Ramova resolved to allocate 

the Bosmont Sportsfields to BFA. That 

BFA was the legitimate community based 

organisation and entitled to. None of the 

"so  called" directives that were used by 

officials to award the grounds to JO W E S T  

were ever produced. Evidently, this matter 

was resolved as BFA still stands and has 

full use of the grounds while the association 

also became a stream of S O W E TO  LFA in 

2 0 0 9  to 2 0 1 4 . It now enjoys membership 

of Rand Central LFA.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
The community sp irit drove the growth 

of soccer in the Bosmont area and 

surrounds. W hole  families supported the 

players on weekends. Since there was 

not much money in the leagues, wives, 

girlfriends, parents, sib lings helped out with 

fundraising. They would run raffles to raise 

funds that were needed for the general 

running of the league and particularly for 

the purchase of blazers for those honoured 

at end of season functions. One such effort 

directly linked to BFA was the 'One brick 

per player' campaign for building the 

office. W hat happened council agreed 

to build the dressing rooms and ablution 

facilities for the stadium. W hen council

refused to do anything else, BFA through 

Barney then forced the local authority to 

alter the plans and include the boardroom 

and first floor office. BFA member Norman 

Boysens (Noko) a skilled draftsman assisted 

with all these plans. So  council amended 

the plans, agreed to then pay labour while 

BFA clubs donated the material and other 

costs. C lubs/players had to donate R 20  

per club. Another strategy was to ask for R 1 
per player or alternatively to bring a brick. 

The campaign covered all BFA affiliated 

clubs encouraging their players to donate 

a brick in support of the building efforts of 

the BFA to have offices. From these efforts, 

the boardroom and offices came into being. 

Thus BFA had a history of doing those type 

of things, with grass, lights and fencing 

whereby taking the lead then making 

council to follow. Other fundraising methods 

included dances to raise money.
Yet the involvement of family and friends 

also meant that when a player was dropped 

from the team, the coach would face a 

barrage of questions from the player's loyal 
family members over his exclusion from the 

team. Even coaches were not spared such 

exuberance.

THE POWER OF A UNITED COMMUNITY:
BFA's growth was also driven by the proximity 

of players who lived close together in 

suburbs/townships but also were relatives. 

For instance. C liffy van der Flaer describred 

Dazzlers as a family oriented club. Families 

like the Mooi family; the Fernandes family, 

Stein, and Basson families the brothers all 

played; Reggie Thomas and his sons; even 

Brandon, C liffy's son played; the brothers 

Errol and N e il Beckett both played while their

Transvaal Soccer Board Team 1 9 8 5  Cape Town SA SF Inler-Provincial Final
10  BFA Players in the squad: M yles Lewis, Rodney Davids, Ian Palmer, Theo Adams, N e il Murphy, Jonathan Van Rooyan, Paul Sangion, 

Farad Dharsey, Jonathan Adams. BFA Manager Michael Kahn (not in picture! BFA Coach Ismail Bagaria



sisters were heavily involved in fundraising 

for Dazzlers. To an extent, this showed the 

community sp irit prevalent at the time which 

enabled the BFA and its affiliate clubs to 

thrive. Another community pillar enjoining 

BFA to its community was participation and 

organisation of community events. During 

the 1 9 8 4  A G M , it was decided that the 

'M iss  B .F.A  ball had been very successful 

and would become an annual event. Th is 

encouraged a visible female participation 

in fundraising activities for the association.

STRUGGLING FOR TRANSFORMATION
The BFA did not have a smooth ride 

throughout its existence. There were periods 
where BFA was marginalised in soccer 

structures in relation to other national and 

provincial bodies. One such occasion 
was 1 9 8 3  when the chairman announced 

that SA C O S had instructed TRA C O S 

(Transvaal Council of Sport) to expel the 

B.F.A from that body. The chairman deemed 
the Transvaal Soccer Board through the 

Federation responsible for the slight. F lis  

response was that BFA would not succumb 

to pressure to return to the T S B  without its 

transformation in terms of cleaning up the 

game and organisation. The association 

held a meeting with the Federation 

(S.A.S.F.) officials on the weekend of 14th 

August 1 9 8 3 . At its General meeting 

held at the Coronationville Centre on the 

16thAugust 1 9 8 3 , the association reported 

that it would not re-affiliate to the T .S .B  until 

certain transformation conditions were met. 

Th is fall-out was short-lived though because 

at the T S B  meeting held at CJB F-ligh School,

Mahomed Sibda(Eastern Transvaal) was 

elected T S B  Chairperson and Michael Kahn 

(BFA) was elected General Secretary. Those 

present at the meeting was the new SA SF 

President Rama Reddy and it was chaired 

by TRA C O S Chairperson and SA C O S 

Executive Member Reginald Feldman -  so 

instructed by SA C O S to resolve the issue of 

unification in football in the Transvaal. At the 

March 1 9 8 4  A G M , BFA had returned to 
the T .S .B  with transformation having been 

achieved and the standoff averted. BFA 

affiliated players were once more in a 

position to play representative football for 

Transvaal.

80$ BFA ELITE LEAGUE
In 1 9 8 3 , it was announced that the Premier 

league would consist of 1 8 clubs. At the end 

of the season, four premier league teams 

would be demoted with two 1 st division 

teams from each league being promoted. 
Th is proved the strength and growth of the 

league. It was during this time that a pitch 

marking trolley was bought with plans being 
made for the purchase of an electricity 

generator. These were abandoned in favour 
of buying a photocopying machine instead. 

In 1 9 8 4 , the association appointed Mr. 

Ismail 'M iley ' Bagaria as its official coach. 

M iley had won trophies with Bosmont 

Chelsea. Fie was an English FA accredited 

coach, one of a few in the country at the 

time, Edrise Patel and Dougie Carelse one 

of the great Federation players, exGape 

Town Spurs, Vereeniging O ld Boys, Swaraj 

-p layer coach. He coached Chelsea later 

on. Dougie also went to England and got

an FA coaching badge like Ismail Bagaria. 

Dougie coached current SA  coach 

Shakes Mashaba at Swaraj who were a 

professional team. The 1 9 8 4  Transvaal 

representative senior team included 10 

BFA players, including Myles Lewis, Rodney 

Davids, Ian Palmer, Theo Adams, Neil 

Murphy, Jonathan Van Rooyan, Paul Sangion, 

Farad Dharsey and Jonathan Adams. That 
team lost the first decentralised SA SF Inter

provincial final to Western Province 1 0  at 

the Athlone stadium Cape Town. Th is  team 

manged by Michael Kahn and coached by 

Ismail Bagaria and Edrise Patel. Th is  same 
management team of Michael Kahn, Ismail 

Bagaria and Edrise Patel won the inaugural 
SA SF U 1 7  Inter Provincial tournament held 

in Port Elizabeth which included 5  players 

from the BFA.
During 1 9 8 4 , it was decided to charge 

an entrance fee of R 1 , 0 0  per adult and R 

0 , 3 0  for children. By this time more than 

3 0  clubs (39  according to the 3 0  March 

1 9 8 4  minutes) were affiliates of BFA.By 

4  March 1 9 8 6 , BFA's influence extended 

outside Transvaal/Gauteng as the 2 

requests from affiliates showed:
• Aston villa requested permission to play 

a tournament in East London. Granted

• Flamenco requested permission to play a 
tournament in Pietermaritzburg. Granted

Even then, BFA was receiving new 

applications from teams for membrership. 

The following teams made representations 

for membership: Motherwells, Blackburn, 

Coro, Juventus, Happy Fighters, Preston, 
H illb row  Spurs, Delfos, Luton Town,

George Carpede won the SA SF  Inter Provincial BFA Honored Reginald Feldman posthumously for his enormous contribution to sport and 
player of the tournament 1 98 3  football. Isaac De Jongh makes the award to his daughter Delfine Feldman



Newchester City, Manchester Sporting, 

Western Tigers, N irvana Cosmos, Rosh 

City, Mofolo B lizza rd s, Briton.
Meanwhile, in 1 9 8 7 , a number of BFA 

junior players represented Transvaal: 7  
under 1 2 players and 6  under 14 players 

from the association.

Yet the principles that guided the 

association still prevailed as evidenced 

from the minutes of the Annual general 

meeting held at the Bosmont Hotel 3rd 

March 1 9 8 7 . It was recorded that Easi- 

Gas pending a written agreement w ill 

sponsor the Premier League K / O  and the 
Ladies' league. In conjunction with this they 

w ill provide a billbioard. By the 9th April 

the Association had decided not to accept 

EA SIG A S sponsorship as it did not meet the 

association's requirements.

It was also clarified in June 1 9 8 7 , that a 

sponsorship from EA SIG A S had been turned 

down due to concerns attached to SHELL

S .A  and that they were only prepared to 

give to the clubs R1 5 0 0 , the rest being 

spent on advertising.
Even though turning down such offers 

came with their costs; (Prize money for the 

1 9 8 8  season was reduced), there was no 

lack of goodwill towards BFA. On the 7th 

June 1 9 8 8 , the chairman reported that Mr. 

Abdul Hassen had made an interest free 

loan of R2 0 0 0  to the association.

90S UNIFICATION PROCESS:
"H e  who has conquered w ill enjoy the 

sp o ils". The comment was made by Cliffy 

Joustin on the failure of the unification to Ere 

inclusive of Indians and coloureds in SAFA.

2 0 10  W orld  Cup Coke sposored tournament - Steven Pienaar visits

Th is could be explained by the increasing 
influence of the A N C  and its aligned partner 

N SC . But also the lack of experience and 

sponsorships to play at that level affected 

teams like Bosmont Chelsea who eventually 

were relegated from the PSL. The relegation 

broke the Lxicks of community football clubs 
even affecting Bosmont Football Association 

leading to a dwindle in numbrers and 

fortunes.

2000S
A major coup was the M TN  sponsorship 

in 2 0 0 1 . The network company sponsored 

BFA to the sum of R 2 0 0  0 0 0  which was 

distributed by BFA to clubs for kits, cell 
phones for officials, trophies and other

sundries.
Minutes entry for 1 2 M ay 2 0 0 5  "The 

generous M rs Kara donated a Minolta 
photocopier to the association."Another 

goodwill gesture from an appreciative 

community membier.
Entry for 6  M ay 2 0 0 6 : "The city council 

has painted our goal post for the first time 

in 3 0  years."
One other notable development was 

the buying of a new fax machine in 2 0 0 6 .
17  October 2 0 0 9 : BFA held a 

'building the future workshop' with 
University of Johannesburg. Th is workshop 

was facilitated by Professor Paul Singh 

and Chris Fortuin from UJ, accredited FIFA 

partners for Sport Science. Th is led to BFA

2010 AND BEYOND: SOME MILESTONES
1. During the 2 0 1 0  W orld  Cup, BFA got a programme sponsored by Coke, where 

kids were invited to spend the day at BFA. They were looked after, coached, they 

played footbrall, they were fed and then they watched the afternoon game before 

going home. Coaches were hired and teachers volunteered help. At the end of the 

tournament, Steven Pienaar came and met the children.
2. A relationship was created with Dreamfields, the biggest football development N G O  

in SA. John Perlman came in and sponsored Dream Bags (kit, training equipment 

balls) to 1 2 Primary Schools in the area. Th is donation valued was valued at almost 

R100 000.
3. People were sent on administrators' courses and coaches on training courses.

4 . From nothing, BFA developed S S G  ot 12 schools for 10  0 0 0  children. The schools 

initiative resulted in a primary schools league being initiated where schoolchildren 

play every year.
5 . Created a special program with Gift of the G ivers in 2 0 1 0 .  In November 2 0 1 0 , 

they fed 3 0 0 0  people at the BFA stadium and handed out food parcels for 

Christmas.
6 . in 201  1, BFA invited Home Affairs mobile office to the BFA on a weekend enabling 

all metric students, elderly people to get ID s  and birth certificates etc
7 . Got the Sports Science Centre to do Life Sk ills  Training to 2 0  g irls and 2 0  boys -  it 

was hugely successful

ANECDOTES
Pedro da Silva says he played soccer 
biecause "that was the cheapest that 

was the only er game we we could get 
involved in, in Albertsville because there 

was only one soccer field. There was 

no, there were no other facilities"

W e  were a marginalised soccer 

fraternity and we had a point to prove 
that we were as good as any body in 
this country if not better than a lot (P 
Sass)

You can only live out your life and 

hoping that things that you do in life 

that somebxxJy bienefits through it. That 
the good that you've done rubs off onto 

other people



completing a Transformation Document that 

led to the rewriting of the constitution. The 

principles based on best practice guidelines 

worldwide guides BFA's core functions 

today. Implementation of the Transformation 

document is still ongoing.

DISPUTE W ITH SAFA JHB
After football unification in the early 9 0 s ,  

many of the previous structures of the various 

associations remained the same. In early 

2 0 0 0 , considering SAFA's full participation 

in international football, FIFA advised 

SAFA to reorganise their structures to more 

appropriately reflect the boundaries found 

within the new constitution. S.AFA took a 

decision that the affiliates would be regions 

and not provinces. The new constitution 
made provision for 5 2  municipal 

boundaries. These 5 2  regions were further 

broken down into regions of a municipality. 

These structures were to be called Local 

Football Associations. The grassroots 

structures (Local Football Associations) were 
to affiliate to 5 2  regions who would be the 

SAFA principal member.

To implement the recommendation, 
SAFA appointed Mubarak Mohamed SAFA 

Vice President to head the Delimitation 

Committee. BFA had sent representatives 

and held talks with the various role players. 

Joe Magongoza (Chairman of S O W E TO

& Sothern Tvl] had given the BFA the 

assurance that BFA would be recognised 

as an LFA. A BFA entry for 6  M ay 2 0 0 6  

shows BFA wrote to SAFA JH B requesting 

mediation by SAFA national on the matter 

of the application for LFA status. A letter 

was also sent to M r Mubarak Mohamed 

the chairman of the task team and Raymond 

Hack C EO  of SAFA.

CONCLUSION
True to the above, the BFA pioneers together 

with all who carried the torch long after 1 9 6 5  

did good for a marginalised community who 

did not bow under difficult circumstances. 

They showed great character and moral 

resilience to affect young footballers' lives 

and give most, a dream long cherished!
However as the beginning process of 

a Bosmont Football Association historical 

narrative, the above captures a small chapter 
of a long story. W hat has been presented 

here is a snippet from a few interviews 

conducted with former and current BFA 

members. The whole story deserves to be 

told and that can happen when others avail 

themselves to be interviewed.

Dr.Nqobile Zulu
History W orkshop W IT S

Sports H istory Project for contributing 

to the writing of this historical overview. 

Th is is the first written product of the 

NRSHP. The N R SH P  aims to develop 

the history of all the Non Racial Sport 

Codes in the former Transvaal. If you 
have a contribution to make please 

contact the NRSHP.

Thanks to
Nqobile Zulu for interviews and profiles 

Sa lly Crompton for interviews 
Michael Kahn for interviews, writing, 

editing
Cheryl Abrahams for doing all the 

transcriptions
Prof Noor Nieftagodien for all the 

guidance, writing, editing, support

PRO AMOR LUDI 

FOR THE LOVE OF

THE GAME

W E L C O M E  T O  T H E  H O M E  O F  T H E  
C A P E  M A L A Y  K O E K S I S T E R

Delhi Deli caters for both corporate functions and private affairs. We not onty do the catering but we are able to handle your 

function like weddings, birthday parties, funerals, spit braais etc from start to end.

Our store as its name describes is an Indian Deli, cooking mainly spicy foods with a Cape Malay influence and try to stay true to 

our South Afncan heritage, in this way we are able to celebrate our rich culture. We are known as the home of the best cape malay 

koeksisters!

131 Goldman Street, Florida, 011672 - 3121 
Follow us on Instagram: delhi_deli or Facebook delhideli



Messages of support

BFA linked the struggles for sport 
equality and proper facilities with the 
broad social struggle for liberation 

from the denial of basic human rights, 
apartheid oppression, class exploitation, 
land robbery, colonialism and the huge 

division between rich and poor, y y
Frank A Van Der Horst

I extend comradely greetings and best 

wishes to the B O SM O N T FOOTBALL 
A SSO C IA TIO N  on their 50th anniversary 

tor consistent, principled, non-racial

struggles against all forms of discrimination 
and tor full equality of rights in sport and 

society! Generations of BFA administrators, 

players and the communities have made, 
and are still making, valuable contributions 

to unite the combined struggles for sport, 

social, economic and class liberation in our 

oppressive society for real social economic 

and political transformation.
The Bosmont Football Association (BFA) 

played a leading role in the non-racial sports 

struggle for social liberation from crippling 

racism, dire poverty, social inequality, 

cheap labour, national oppression and 

class exploitation. BFA was born in the fires 

of struggle in the vicious apartheid days of 
1 96 5  during brutal forced residential and 

sports facility removals from Natalspruit 

grounds, Fietas, Albertsville and Sophiatown. 

Th is fascist apartheid move was designed 
to break-up cohesive communities, smash 

established sports clubs, deny equal proper 
sports facilities, deny vital human rights and 

deliberately retard the growth of sport skills 

and abilities. It was part of the grand plan to 

oppress people of colour, deny them equal 

political rights and use them as cheap labour

to amass huge profits for the ruling class and 

overseas imperialist investors.
BFA championed the aspirations and 

principled struggles of the down-trodden, 

rightless and discriminated communities 

against the evils of institutional segregation, 

inferior separate education systems, forced 

residential removals to low quality group 
areas or locations. BFA opposed the 

dehumanising pass laws, cheap slave labour 

system and the denial of equal human and 

political rights in the land of our birth. BFA took 
a principled stand that the struggle against 

segregated sport or the colour and class 

injustices of apartheid society, was a crime 

against humanity. BFA linked the struggles 

for sport equality and proper facilities with 

the broad social struggle for liberation from 

the denial of basic human rights, apartheid 

oppression, class exploitation, land robbery, 
colonialism and the huge division between 

rich and poor. BFA joined the united sports 

struggle of the umbrella sports body, the 
South African Council on Sport (SACOS) as 
the sport's wing of the liberatory struggle. W e 

all became united in combined struggle under 

the banner: "N O  NORMAL SPORT IN  AN
ABNORAAAL SO C IETY"!

W e  salute your courage, dedication and 
principled history and celebrate your valuable 

and continuing struggles!

Bosmont Football Association contributed 

richly with other provincial sports bodies to 
build brooder unity in the formation of The 

Transvaal Council of Sport (TRACOS). In 
the 19 8 0 's  BFA even withdrew temporarily 

(in protest) from the South African Soccer 

Federation (SASF), its parent body, until a 

serious difference with the South African 

Council on Sport (SACOS) was sorted out. 

Reggie Feldman, a great principled soccer 
and log-time TRACO S and SA C O S stalwart 

was then mandated by SA SF to conduct 
elections to install a new Transvaal Soccer 

Board. The non-racial Bosmont Football 

Association produced many great leaders 
like the legendary Barney Gaffney who 

served as chairperson for over 4 0  years and 
many great players like Steven Pienaar who 

became the South African soccer captain.
The BFA is presently establishing the 

valuable Non Racial Sport f-listory Project- 

Gauteng and writing the history of the BFA. 
Th is is a magnificent venture to highlight the 

history of non-racial sports struggles, the 

appropriate tactics, strategies and policies 

that were adopted under the given fascist 
apartheid system (like the potent SAC O S 

Double Standards resolution). It emphasises 

the inter-linking of sports, social, cultural, 
educational, community and liberatory 

working class movements in the quest for a



new corruption-free, egalitarian society. This 

research serves as a pioneering role model 

to highlight the inter-connectedness of social 

struggles against oppressive, economic 

discriminatory and tyrannical political systems 

and the need for combined united principled 

action for just humanitarian struggles and a 

bottoms-up people's movement.

The government's class discriminatory 

policies attack, obstruct, or deny the full 

development of non-racial sport, social 

equality, free quality education, decent 

housing or living wages. The rulers block 

proper health or transport or service delivery 

as well as the abolition of class, poverty, 

proper land reform, consultative democracy 

or equal rights. The state actually deepens 

class divisions in sport, education, labour, 

housing land and society. The rich elite 

rulers increase poverty, joblessness, social 

inequality, human misery, and destroy the 

future of our youth and the country.

Sport is a mirror image of our oppressive 

society. The 1 9 9 4  reformist negotiated 

settlement was a political co-option of the 

new rising servile middle class, engineered 

by imperialism. The so-called 'unity talks' 

in sport had the same fraudulent purpose 

to get South Africa back into international 

sport without genuine social or sport 

transformation. Established sports clubs were 

smashed by being combined to destroy their 

proud club or union histories of combined 

community struggles. The 'culture' of the rich 

ruling class became the dominant values 

in a bureaucratically controlled, tof>down 

sports organisation. Sports bodies became 

commercialised, a profit- making business or 

a commodity as volunteerism was destroyed. 
Compliant officials or lackeys were paid 

fabulous salaries and rich perks to be used 

as mercenary operators. The rich sports clubs 
or private elite schools took control. The 

elite 'old boys club' or their collaborators 
were entrenched in power, through money, 

elections, team selection, sponsorships, 
advertising, newspaper coverage, tv or radio 

publicity, as know-all experts. Community 
based sport dwindled due to high fees, travel 

costs, poverty, lack of facilities or the shifting 

of main sports events to affluent area venues. 

Principled struggle clubs were systematically 

marginalised or destroyed. The new rulers 

had to crush the non-racial sports movement.

Yet, an embryonic independentcommunity 

sports movement based on volunteerism is 

now growing in high and primary schools 

and many poor areas. Th is is a move to 

revive earlier community based social 
activities and sport that was so prevalent in 

the eighties. But now they must combine in 

a growing united front with progressive trade

unions and other community organisations for 
strength and support. Th is is a brave move as 

ruling class sport finances pay agents to co

opt or cripple this independent initiative. The 

deepening economic and social crisis drives 

this initiative.
Sport is directly affected by the 

growing social or class inequality, swelling 

unemployment, spreading poverty, 

expanding informal housing and growing 

numbers of backyard dwellers. Th is is 

worsened by class divisions between poor 

inferior badly neglected public schools and 

rich elite private 'schools-for-profit', rampant 

land robbery or evictions and bitter social 

misery. South African is riddled with huge 

corruption from the top down (R700 billion-l

over 2 0  years), the rapid devaluation of the 

Rand, a costly shortage of electricity, a huge 

public debt of R l , 8  trillion (soon to increase 
by another R l , 3  trillion for nuclear power), 

growing social violence and a decaying 

collapsing society. Government, business 

and households are all drowning in rapidly 
growing debt. The state cannot afford to 

cover the increase of university fees, let alone 
the once popular demand of 'free quality 
education from primary school to university 

level'. The poor masses live in deepening 
hardship while the rich elite ruling class 

(under!% of population) lives in luxury and 

abundance. Seven wealthy billionaires and 
4 8  8 0 0  millionaires (0,1%  of population) 

control R 2 , 1 trillion of South Africa's R 6 ,1 
private wealth while foreign billionaires 

control most of the rest. Every year over R 6 0 0  

billion leave South Africa to foreign investors 

as dividends, profits or royalties while trillions 

of Rand of profits are shipped as 'transfers' 
to off-shore front companies to avoid taxes 

or the creation of jobs. The state underpays 

social grants to about 17 million people living 

in starvation. Failure to pay w ill cause a huge 

revolt. The working class masses that produce 

the wealth live in utter poverty, starvation 

and debt. The once popular slogan of 'the 

people shall govern' is now replaced by the 

government as 'the rich shall govern'. The 

huge Marikana police massacre, violent 

farm workers revolt, many worker strikes, 

numerous lack of service delivery protests 

and the universities' #Feesmustfall movement, 

are all warning signals of the coming social 

catastrophe. The social time bomb is ticking 

louder, soon to explode as the social crisis 

reaches unbearable paini Sport has a vital 

liberation role to playl
The non-racial sports struggle was an 

integrated struggle for human dignity, equal 

political rights, social liberation for a new 

caring egalitarian society. The new society 

for social equality, participative democratic

practices and non-racialism in sport must 

be based on free, equal non-racial quality 

education (no closure of poor schools but 

improvement of schools) W e  must abolish 

all racist unjust class laws, discriminatory 

practices and oppressive institutions. It means 

the abolition of the huge inequalities between 

the rich and the poor, the class privileges and 

power of the rich rulers who controlled the 

country's wealth, mines, banks, factories, 

farms, energy and prime residential land. The 

country's wealth is produced by the labour 

of the poor underpaid working class (urban, 

rural or migrant labour). Th is oppressive 

social and economic class system must be 

radically changed. The wealth must be fully 

controlled, equally distributed and utilised 

for the maximum benefit by all the workers 

who produced the wealth, in a consultative, 

democratic manner, in a class-free and equal 

society.
Only when these problems are sorted out 

satisfactorily, can we begin to have truly non- 

racial, non-discriminatory, non-zenophobic, 
democratic equality in sport, with no class 

discrimination, social oppression nor greedy 

exploitation,. Th is new social system and 
practice must be universal, rural and urban, 

based on complete equality and extend from 
junior, primary and high school to university 

or adult level. The new sports system must 

cultivate all the best sk ills or talents in society, 

develop effective coaching to improve these 

abilities. They must advance or promote 

non-racial sport standards through top free 

quality sports academies that are driven by 

continuous improvement methods, run by 

clean corruption-free effective management, 

to the best advanced global coaching and 

training standards.

May these noble guiding principles ideals 

in sport and society continue to be uppermost 

in the minds and vision of the Bosmont 

Football Association and their Non Racial 

Sport Flistory Project. The struggle for equal 

sport in a new participative democratic non- 

racial egalitarian society, free of corruption or 

class discrimination, continues on a new and 

higher level to decisive victory for alll

ALUTA C O N TIN U A !

Frank A Van Der Horst
(Former President of SACOS)
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THE BFA EXPERIENCE

Michael W  Davy

Nostalgia isn't what it used to be. W h y that 

quirky riposte flashed through my mind whilst 

watching images of the BFA and soccer greats 
like Ralph "Butch" Hendrickse. Manny Davids 

and the late Rashid Khan flashing on screen 

in a video montage recently, I'm not too sure. 

But when Kenneth "Trompie" Trompetter, 

Prega Thandrind, Sullie Bhamjee and mainly 

Paul "Paultjie" Sangion were featured in the 

same presentation, long forgotten childhood 

or more accurately teenage memories 

bubbled up spontaneously and unleashed 
waves of long forgotten nostalgia.

I've never been much of a soccer player 

nor rugby or cricket but in an age and time so 

far removed from the present, 1 realized that I 

had actually dabbled, in fact actually played 

in all three codes. That I managed to get to 

provincial and national level at swimming 

and tennis and the fact that I was also a 

keen table tennis player and a competent 

squash player reminded me of the completely 

different country and milieu I and hundreds 

of other "coloured" youngsters grew up in 

in the 19 6 0 's  the 19 7 0 's  and the 19 8 0 's  in 
Coronationville, Riverlea, Bosmont, Newclare 

and "W estern". If I were to be scrupulously 

fair I would have to include "Fietas" and 
Fordsburg since a number of prominent 

sportsmen (in the sporting parlance of old) - 

and not sportspersons as we are obliged to 

call them now -  emerged from those areas 
too. The reference to "coloured" youngsters 

is neither a perjorative nor is it pandering 

to apartheid nostalgia. The 1 9 6 0 's and the 
19 7 0 's  were anchored in apartheid's heyday 

and "coloured" was the nom de guerre we 

carried. But what has always struck me 

as a most obvious absurdity of apartheid 

was that the very grouped designated as 

"coloured" actually represented the most 

glaring antithesis of everything apartheid. 
Then as now, any "coloured" community 

reflected the demographics of the so called 
"rainbow" nation thus giving the lie to the 

very foundation of apartheid which decreed 

that the "races" should be kept apart.
Fiowever, 1 digress since nostalgia is 

supposed to be my theme. W h ilst the names 

I mention were all synonymous with the 

"beautiful" game, even though I have always 

believed that the truly beautiful game is rugby, 

and yet again I digress.
The BFA (Bosmont Football Association) -  

a fairly innocuous sounding name w ill forever 

resonate with a generation of boys and

girls from Newclare, Riverlea, Bosmont and 

Coronationville who were young (teenagers) 

in the late 1 9 6 0 's to the mid 19 7 0 's . The 
BFA experience formed our unofficial rite 

of passage to adulthood. I say so because 

the BFA was organized and run by adults. 

W h ilst the players were the cream of the 

youth, the referees, the linesmen, the BFA 

organization itself was run by adults whose 

presence permeated the BFA experience. 

There were equally as many fanatical parents 

who picnicked on the grassy knolls all around 

the grounds or sat in their cars, as there were 

youngsters at the BFA on match days. Their 
presence moderated for the most port any 

excessively unacceptable behaviour on the 
part of the youth so going to the grounds was 

never associated with any seriously negative 

experiences. Fiowever that does not mean 

that there were never any unsavoury incidents 

which happened at the grounds. Such as they 
were, fights were not normally very long and 

mostly between two persons and in the main, 

the protagonists would be back the next week 
without any rancour.

The sometimes lush green but mostly 

threadbare conglomeration of soccer pitches 
which had been built adjacent to a "lake" 

and abutting a patch of ground through 

which the drab, concrete highway was built 

in the early 1 980 's. However, those 6  odd 

football pitches constituted our theatre of 

dreams as we grew up in apartheid South 

Africa. These same grounds sports fields 
easily metamorphosed into cricket pitches 

in summer and if the extra games could 

be accommodated in winter, they would 

double up as rugby and/or hockey grounds. 

Coronationville had its own single soccer 

pitch, Riverlea had two and the Western Oval 
also was a soccer mecca of sorts but none of 

these soccer fields ever had the allure, the 

romance and the excitement of the BFA's 
gladiatorial squares. The BFA had a romance 

and an allure which is hard to define.

The BFA soccer grounds were the 

place to be seen at or where the sharpest 

dressers both male and female paraded their 

finest threads on a Saturday and Sunday 

afternoon. To "jewish" was to be dressed 

to the nines in one's Florsheim shoes, Pringle 

cardigan, Arrow T-Shirt and for the even 

more sartorially inclined an Ayers and Smith 

hat. Since I never paid much attention other 

than drooling at the daring wear some girls 

paraded, I was never very clued up as to 

what exactly the ladies wore suffice to say, 

the ladies were in their own fashion themes, 

on a par with the best dressed of the males.

I came from a family of 10. It goes without 

saying that I could not, despite all the desire 

in the world, ever be a competitor in these 

fashion stakes. So I was an envious onlooker.

I also never missed a day at the BFA grounds 

unless another pressing engagement which 

in all likelihood would have been church 

related, kept me away.
Relationships (boy/girl) were beautifully 

uncomplicated in those days. There was a 
simple hierarchy which demanded that the 

nattiest dressers male always gravitated 

towards the nattiest dressers female. The 

soccer stars ended up dating the best hockey 

players. Nerds were obliquely admired at 

school but would not rate a mention at the 

soccer fields so they floated very low down 
in the dating stakes. A tiny minority of our 

peers who drove their parent's cars around 
did not need to be soccer stars simply 

because driving a car was the domain of 

so few that they had their own inside track

-  no pun intended. If you fell into any of 

the aforementioned categories you were 
reasonably assured of enjoying the company 

of the opposite sex. If you did not fall into 

these categories you had to be extremely 
inventive in order that you participate in the 

mating game.
The BFA represented a golden era 

devoid of technology, crammed with superb 

soccer played in an atmosphere of intense

-  never antagonistic or violent -  rivalry. The 

term good clean fun springs to mind and it 

was largely true insofar as one can judge the 

BFA against any similar setup today. Mike 
and the Mechanics in their glorious song 

"The Living Years" say: Every generation -  

blames the one before. I want to say that 

every generation believes that their "time" 

was the best no matter what. The BFA was 

central to my generation and despite the nay 

sayers I truly believe that the overt but even 

more striking subliminal attitudes so many 
of my generation carry today were nurtured 

and developed by the BFA experience. I 
would love to hear from my peers what their 

memories and experiences of the BFA were.





BFA - 50 years of public giving

Professor Crain Soudien

About ten years' ago we at the District S ix  

Museum in Cape Town began a project on 

the history of football in the city. The idea 

behind the project was to understand the 

role of football in building community. W e  

mounted a large exhibition of trophies, 

blazers, jerseys, photographs and club 
documents such as minute books. W e  

published an important book which put 

the contribution of people of colour in the 
making of soccer in South Africa in a fuller 

perspective. W orking with records going 

back to the late 1 8 0 0 s , we would come to 
learn that we had here in the Cape some of 

the oldest soccer clubs in the world, some 
of them established even before the great 

teams of the world, such as Manchester 

United. But it was the role the clubs played 

in holding communities together which struck 

us most. The stories of the families, men and 

women, who built clubs such as Yorkshires, 

St John's, YM O , and St Luke's provided us 

with powerful accounts of how far-sighted 

people in the city of Cape Town came to 

realise that the sports clubs, soccer in the 

main, but not only, could be the vehicles 

through which they could hold people 

together, build their morale and help them in 

their social development. That some of these 

clubs are today struggling in this very more 
commercialised p ost-1994 environment 

is for us a source of great anxiety. It is not 

just the anxiety of the disappearance of 
club names that are part of the landscape 
of Cape history and cultural life, but what 

those names stood for. It is out of these clubs 
that great struggles were fought and won 

in the 1 9 2 0 s  and the 1 9 3 0 s  against the 

religious bigotry which kept M uslim s out 

of so-called Christian clubs, against the 

class and racial conceits which deemed 
fairskinnedness preferable and in the 19 5 0 s  

against attempts to organise soccer in the 

racial enclaves of 'bantu', 'coloured' and 
'indian'. It is out of these clubs that the non- 

racial movement emerged in the 1 9 6 0 s . 

The possible loss of the idea of non-racialism 
fills many of us with great concern.

It is for this reason, the danger of this 

loss, that this 50th anniversary of the 
Bosmont Football Association is such a 

great moment, a great moment of hope. The

Bosmont Football Association can be seen 
as both an inheritor and a developer of 

this important Cape history. The work it has 

done give all of us in the country inspiration 

about how the ideals of fairness and justice 

can continue to be upheld.

The BFA came into being at the height 

of the apartheid period when the Group 

Areas Act was in full sway. In the 19 6 0 s , 

the city of Johannesburg, like Cape Town, 

Port Elizabeth, East London, Durban and 

Pretoria, subjected its people to what one 

can call the racial territorialisation of the 

psyche. People were thrown out of parts 

of the city where they had lived in relative 
states of tolerance of each other, tolerance 

of the different histories they brought to the 
growing city of Johannesburg and tolerance 

of the new forms of hybridity, living together 

and mixing their cultures and customs. In 

the new group areas that were established 

in the late 1 9 5 0 s  and 1 9 6 0 s , Soweto, 

Lenasia, Bosmont, the authorities tried to turn 

these Joburgers, through force, into closed, 

self-referential racial subjects -  'Africans', 

'coloureds', 'indians' and 'whites'.

W e  must be under no illusion that this 

project largely succeeded. In enclosing 

people's lived experiences -  their whole 

lives -  in spaces that were completely 

racialised, apartheid successfully got people 
to accept, and even to think that these labels 

of 'bantu', 'indian', 'coloured' and 'white'

 ̂̂  Through the BFA, 
on the field and in 

the meeting spaces in 
people’s houses and in 

community halls, people 
were able to develop 

themselves, to come to 
learn how to demand 
dignity not through 

what they looked like, 
but in how they carried 

themselves, yy



i  i  One clear response for an organisation such as the
BFA is to ask how it might be made possible for the most 
materially and psychologically disadvantaged amongst 
us can be given the opportunity to discover their talents

and thereby their dignity. y y
described with definitive clarity how they 

should live, behave, relate to each other, 

and, ultimately, come to think of themselves. 

Powerfully, organisations such as the BFA 
chose to defy that. The BFA was responsible, 

and this is  a deeply important fact in South 

Africa's social history, for establishing the 

most successful and the most active non- 

racial sports community in the country. 

From very modest largely Bosmont-only 

beginnings, the BFA expanded and grew to 
take in the soccer clubs of the neighbouring 

communities until it reached a point where 

clubs from all over the city came to register 

and play within it. It was, at its height, 

a living demonstration to the apartheid 

government that not everybody was 

happy to be the small-minded 'coloureds', 

or whatever, it wanted people to be. The 

BFA was not a political organisation, but 

it provided, through its participation in the 

South African Council of Sport, and through 

the extraordinary soccer that was on display 

here in Bosmont weekend after weekend. 

South Africans the opportunity to be larger 

and significantly more than the stereotypes 

that were created for them. Through the 

BFA, on the field and in the meeting spaces 

in people's houses and in community halls, 

people were able to develop themselves, to 

come to learn how to demand dignity not 

through what they looked like, but in how 

they carried themselves. They came to learn 

that what they looked like had no bearing in 

how they carried themselves and how they 

behaved.

The point to make is that structures such 

as the BFA and many religious institutions 
and places of learning in the city, not all 

of them, were, especially during apartheid, 

places of critical social formation. Against 

all the forces which sought to strip people of 

their dignity, they were able to leave in them 

a sense of their self-worth. It is for this reason 

that we must be grateful for the leadership 

and guidance they provided and continue 

to provide.
Grateful, however, as we should be, 

we should be asking for more. W hat has 

happened in the post-apartheid period is that 

our lives have actually become immensely 

more complicated. Our structures, and the 

BFA is no exception, need to ask themselves 
what their task is now in the no-longer 

new post-apartheid period in which we 

find ourselves. Many of the old problems 

produced by apartheid remain. There is 

still racism, sexism and classism. But, and 

this is really important for us to come to a 

clear sense about, they are not exactly as 
they were twenty years' ago. In the new 

conditions in which we find ourselves, such 
as access to greater personal and social 

freedoms, the issues have taken on new 
forms. Recognising and becoming aware 

of these new forms and the recognising 

that how we organise needs to change 

is, it needs to be acknowledged, a real 
difficulty. It is a difficulty precisely because 

many amongst us have been able to escape 

the worst manifestations of what apartheid 

had intended for us. The urgency to act

socially is gone. But many have people's 

lives have not improved. Many continue 

to live on in desperation and struggle, but 

in forms of desperation and struggle that 

have become more complicated. W hat 

all of us are required to do now is to ask 
how we respond to the conditions which 

continue to deny many amongst us with 

the basic entitlements to live lives of dignity. 

One clear response for an organisation 

such as the BFA is to ask how it might be 
made possible for the most materially and 

psychologically disadvantaged amongst us 

can be given the opportunity to discover 
their talents and thereby their dignity. How, 

therefore, does a BFA not become complicit 
in excluding those who because of the new 

circumstances in which we find ourselves 

cannot play soccer, stay in soccer when 
times get rough, and find there in soccer the 

stimulus and the affordances to be able to 
come to a full sense of their human dignity?

M ay we all be deeply grateful for the 

fifty years of public giving which the BFA has 

shown. Congratulations to all the pioneers 

such as Barney Gaffney, the current cadre 

of leaders for having brought the BFA to this 

incredible milestone. M ay we with them 

ensure that the next fifty years are even more 
memorable.

Professor Crain Soudien
C EO  Human Sciences Research Council

Brent Corelse

Happy 50th Anniversary BFA. Thank you for starting my love for football and allowing 
me and many more to enjoy football in an organised, safe and very competitive 
league.I w ill always be grateful for all my clubs and friends made at the Bosmont 

Football Association.



MESSAGES
Non Racial and Football Stalwarts Icons

OF SUPPORT

Ashwin Trikamjee

On the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of 

your esteemed Association, I am privileged 

and humbled to offer my congratulations 

to yourcolleagues , officials and members. 

W hat an achievement in adverse conditions. 

Your association was just 10  years old 

when I became acquainted with it. I had just 

joined the Federation Professional League 

Executive (FPL) and had the pleasure of 

visiting your headquarters as it was used 

by Bosmont Chelsea Football Club as its 

homeground.

Th is , of course, brought me into contact 

with the great Pat Sass and a greatly 

talented team which included the likes of 

Isaac dejongh and Noel Goodall. W hat a 

journey that wasi Football of top quality and 

no financial incentives. The cause of Non 
Racialism was far greater than any monetary 

rewards that one sought.
Football, then was played by passionate 

people in the Federation who all understood 

the bigger cause of liberation in South Africa. 

Your association was part of that struggle as 

we fought sub standard conditions, obstacles 

from the authorities and harassment as well.
W e  were able to withstand all that and 

still produce the finest football talent in the 

Country.
Those were great moments in our lives 

and today its a different world. Its all bout 
money and no pride. The Bosmont Football 

Association played an integral role in

the fight against Apartheid and it is  n o ^  ^  F o O t b c i l l ,  t H c f l  W G S  

secret that the fight by Non Racial Sports ;  j  ; 
movements contributed significantly to p l c i y c d  b y  p O S S lO V lC lt C  

the eventual victory for the A N C  and the i  • i  j
Country's oppressed people. p € O p l c  i l l  t H s  F c d C V C lt lO Y l

To all the great footballers that have 

represented Bosmont, and your Officials, 

past and present, I salute you and wish you 

well on this great occasion.

who all understood 
the bigger cause of

Ashwin Trikamjee
Former President -  Federation Professional 

League

liberation in 
South Africa, yy
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Haroon Mohamed

It gives the committee great pleasure to 
present a message for the Bosmont Football 

Association (BFA) on the occasion of its 50th 

Anniversary celebrations.

The LFA has a band of very committed 

and principled officials who have striven to 

make quality grassroots football a reality over 

the years. They have kept the ball rolling in 

and through the turbulence of unification of 

soccer in 1 99 2  when the enforced divided 

leagues came together in the name of unity, 

the demise of non-racial soccer with its spirit of 
volunteerism, and the subsequent domination 

of commercialized soccer.
It is a further tribute to the association 

that many former players from the Bosmont 

Chelsea club which played in the South 

African Soccer Federation Professional 

League (SASFPL) ore active as officials. The 

SASFPL played a special role in the history of 
South African soccer in opposing Apartheid 

in sport through petitioning FIFA to expel the 

racially exclusive Football Association of 

South Africa.
The BFA provides a range of teams 

from surrounding areas the opportunity to 

ploy soccer on a weekly basis and through 
its development work has produced a vast 

number of quality players such as former 
national captain, Steven Pienaar, Stanton 

Fredericks, Keagan Dolly, among others.
The Non- Racial Sports History Project 

(NRSHP) - Gauteng which has received 
support from the BFA to take forward its

objectives, such as;
• To interview prominent participants in non- 

racial sports
• To collect documents and artefacts for an 

archive
• To support different codes and associations 

to write their histories

• To publish history books on various aspects 

of non-racial sports (these could take the 
form of short articles, magazines, popular 

histories (coffee table publications) and 

academic monographs.

• To create a website (linked to South 

African History Online (SAHO)

• To curate exhibitions of different scales

Through this support from the BFA, the 

N RSHP has completed over 8 0  interviews 
with sportspersons who mode a contribution 

in a range of forms in non-racial sport across 

10 codes; a large number of these have been

Messages of support

transcribed. The N RSHP has also signed 

an M O U with W its  University archives and 

deposited 3 0 2  items, secured some funds 

from the Foundation for Human Rights to take 

the work forward, conducted meetings in 

Bosmont, Laudium, Lenasia (further meetings 

are planned for Johannesburg Central, Benoni 

and other areas where non-racial sport was 

played.) A number of press releases, radio 

interviews were conducted and a social 
media presence created. A biography 

publication w ill be completed shortly. N PO  

registration is nearly complete and a fund

raising and advocacy drive is underway to 

extend the work to the next level.
The N RSHP has three pillars of work; 

one, is to capture the contributions of people 

across the spectrum of non-racial sports 
history, two, is welfare and well-being of its 

members and constituencies, and thirdly, to 

do developmental work for the future of o 

strong non-racial sports reality.
The N RSHP is thankful to the BFA for its 

support of the work of the N RSHP and looks 

forward to a continuing mutually supporting 

relationship.
W e wish the BFA everything of the best in 

this 50th Anniversary year as well as for the 

next 5 0  years and more.

Haroon Mohamed
President Non Racial Sports History Project
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Messages of support

May You Exist 
Forever
Cheryl Roberts

Bosmont Football Association has exemplified 

and amplified grassroots development of 

football, strength during adversity, growth 

through community support, and untiring 

dedication to create conditions to play the 

beautiful game. Much of the success and 

achievements of BFA, during your 5 0  years of 

life, must be credited to the voluntary officials, 

leaders, coaches and community support.

Congratulations BFA on existing for 

5 0  years. You have contributed immensely 
to sport development and organisation in 

Bosmont and Gauteng and you have a 

special place in that gallery reserved for 
unselfish, dedicated, committed community 

sports officials.

To appreciate the worth of a football 
constituency like Bosmont Football Association 

is to understand the roots and beginnings of 

this football structure. As a member affiliate

of the anti-apartheid South African Soccer 

federation (SASF), from grassroots level to 

national level, Bosmont Football Association 

has been associated with the freedom to play 

football as humans, irrespective of one's skin 

colour, gender, or class. In post-apartheid 

South Africa, as a member of the South 

African Football Association, the Bosmont 

Football Association endorses and embraces 

freedom to play sport in a democratic society.

Over the years, the BFA made a 

principled and unselfish contribution to 
fighting apartheid through sport. Many

sacrifices were made by players and officials, 

by supporters and parents who chose to play 

non-racial and anti-apartheid football.

Non-racial sport, especially sports 

federations such as the SASF helped break 

down apartheid and usher in a free and 

democratic South Africa. Today, children 

and youth play football without the chains 

of oppression. In celebrating the 5 0  

years of BFA's life, we must never forget to 
acknowledge the volunteer officials and 

coaches who unselfishly gave their personal 

time and money to develop, grow and 

develop football in Bosmont.

The dedication and commitment of serving 

officials must always be acknowledged and 

respected. BFA stands today as a strong 

football structure, still providing football in the 

community and still ensuring that the beautiful 

game is organised at grassroots level.
BFA must exist forever. It must never 

disappear from the organization of sport. 

That's because the BFA's presence in South 

African society is pivotal to building and 
growing our democratic society through 

football.

Cheryl Roberts
Writer, SAC O S Sportperson of the Year 

Ex SATTB Table Tennis Champion

18 Biccard Street 
Braamfontein
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