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THANKS!
Over the next month, NUSAS 
will be urging students to 
say "NO!" to the government’s 
Constitution Bill. In a 
massive nationally co-ordina
ted campaign, NUSAS aims to 
unite students on all the 
English campuses in a clear 
rejection of the "New Deal". 
During the build-up to the 
referendum on November 2, 
students will be asked to 
sign a petition rejecting 
the new constitution on the 
grounds that:

- it excludes the majority 
of South Africans;

- it entrenches apartheid;

- all South Africans must 
participate in deciding 
our common future.

In this way, NUSAS hopes to 
show that the vast majority 
of English-speaking students 
stand in clear opposition to 
the Constitution Bill - and 
all that it implies - for 
the correct reasons. Saying 
"no" to the Constitution is, 
in this context, not a nega
tive action. It is not align
ing ourselves with the HNP 
and the CP, who want to keep 
things as they are. It is not 
saying that we want the 
government to "go back to the 
drawing-board" - the drawing- 
board of white politics. 
Rather, it is a positive 
step : a clear and unequivo

cal statement of our reject
ion of apartheid; and a state
ment of our commitment, as 
democratic students, to work
ing towards a free South 
Africa in which the people 
shall govern.

It is a statement which says: 
How can the constitution be 
"A step in the right direction* 
when it is premised on the 
Bantustan policy? Is it 
going to prevent shootings 
and detention in the Ciskei?
Is it going to stop shacks 
in Crossroads from being de
molished? Is it going to end 
mass removals and starvation 
in resettlement camps? Is it 
going to mean an end to the 
war in Namibia where we are 
expected to fight?

So, in the forthcoming refer
endum, it is not enough to 
vote "no". After all, what 
right does a "whites only" 
referendum have to decide on 
the future of our country? 
While seeing that it is 
important to demonstrate 
that the government does 
not have the support of even 
its own power-base - the 
white electorate - we must 
see further than this. If 
we are committed to real 
democracy, and not a “
racially-exclusive parliam
entary politics, we must 
actively lend our support to

the' United Democratic Front.

NUSAS, as a member of the 
UOF, is offering an alter
native that goes beyond 
"going back to the drawing- 
board". Is is realistically 
acknowledging that if the 
bill is implemented, the 
already-limited role of par
liamentary opposition will 
be completely destroyed. It 
is calling on students to 
get actively involved in or
gan isaTTonswRTcTTTepresent 
the views and needs of the 
majority of South Africans. 
Through joining in the 
activities and campaigns of 
the UDF, we can take our 
place as participants in the 
building of a united, non- 
racial and truly democratic 
South Africa.
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Campus feels SCANC
Everyone reading this news
letter, looking at SCANC 
information posters up on 
the noticeboards or attending 
the SCANC referendum discus
sions in the resses this 
week, must be aware that 
SCANC is expanding fast. 
Whereas originally SCANC 
consisted of reps from each 
of the constituent organisa

tions, sub-cornittees have 
now been formed to involve 
students who actively reject 
the constitution.

Four sub-corrmittees exist at 
the moment. The newsletter 
group are responsible for 
the publication you are 
reading. The seminars group
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has also held workshops on 
the structure of the new 
constitution both within 
SCANC and in reses. The media 
group has been producing 
information posters with 
new ones appearing every week.

Slide Taoe Show

A slide-tape show on the 
constitution is in the pipe
line as well as media around 
the referendum. The notice- 
boardgroup collects press 
clippings and other media on 
the constitution and related 
issues and keeps the many 
SCANC notice-boards on campus 
up-to-date.

Petition

A fifth sub-committee is 
soon to be set up to co
ordinate the petition camp
aign (discussed in this 
publication).

The sub-comnittees each have 
reps on SCANC and thereby 
contribute to the direction 
of the committee.

get involved

It's not enough to only re
ject the constitution. Act
ively oppose the constitution ; 
by getting involved in the .
sub-committees.

If y ou s hould wi s h  to do so.- 
p l e a s e  phone liana Korber 
(47 - 9 2 7 2 )  w i t h o u t  delay.

□□□□□□□ I 
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UDF Plans Nationwide Campaign
A PROGRAMME OF ACTION
"Every person in South Africa 
opposed to the new constitu
tion and Koornhof Bills, 
should become involved in 
the United Democratic Front's 
nationwide campaign," said 
Mr Andrew Boraine. He was 
speaking at a Student 
Committee Against the New 
Constitution (SCANC) seminar 
last Wednesday.

Boraine, a past-NUSAS Presi
dent and UCT SRC vice- 
president, outlined four 
major aims of the UDF.

* 586 organisations partici
pated in the UDF's national 
launch. These must be 
united on a national level . 
in working for democratic 
change in South Africa.
All groupings need to be 
strengthened both organis
ationally and numerically.

* The UDF will provide educa
tional input to its affil
iates, linking grassroots 
problems to broader politi
cal issues.

* Historically, democratic 
leaders have been detained 
or banned. For this reason, 
the UDF will systematically 
train new leadership.

* National political issues 
such as the new Constitu
tional Bill, the Black 
Local Authorities Bill, 
conscription, etc. will be 
taken up by the UDF.

The UDF has formulated a 
Droad programme of action for 
the campaign against the new

DEMOCRAT!

constitution and "Koornhof 
Bills". A nationwide "peoples 
weekend" is planned for the 
eve of the November 2 referen
dum. This will consist of 
regional rallies, prayer 
services and vigils. The 
weekend is planned to reflect 
the vibrant opposition to 
the government's proposed 
legislation.

Other areas of possible action 
include:

* the establishment of a 
UDF national newspaper;

* the staging of a national 
solidarity day with the 
people of the Ciskei, to 
protest the banning of the 
South African Allied Workers 
Union (SAAUU);

* a boycott of "vote yes" 
newspapers;

* a house-to-house educative 
campaign in the hope of

reaching every person in 
South Africa;

* problems of housing, forced 
removals and education will 
receive ongoing attention.

At a press conference, lead
ers of the UDF called on the 
people of South Africa "to 
join and strenghten the 
UDF and join the implementa
tion of the programme of 
action".
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PFP-Youth Interviewed
SCANC interviewed Andrew a  
Miller, a student from t h e ®  
PFP Youth on their stand |  
on the Constitutional pro-* 
posals. m

A n d r e w  is c h a i r p e r s o n  of 
the C o n s t an ti a  b r a n c h  of 
the PFP youth.

SCANC: Is the PFP Youth 
going to take up the camp
aign on campus in any way? 
ANDREW: Yes, we are showing 
a video of a talk by Dr Van 
Zyl Slabbert. This will be 
taken down to the reses as 
well, however, we don't want 
to clash with the SCANC 
programme.

SCANC: What do you feel about 
the fact that the Sunday 
Times, Financial Mail and 
big business are calling for 
a "Yes" vote?
ANDREW: We are very bitter 
that our traditional friends 
have turned their backs on 
us, but we feel that they 
have been misguided. Every
body wants reform, and they 
are just latching onto any
thing that is labelled "re
form". They are also naive 
enough to think that blacks 
will be included at a later 
stage.

SCANC: What do you feel about 
the current newspaper camp
aign and the fact that the 
Afrikaans press won't publish 
PFP advertisements?
ANDREW: We're obviously very 
bitter, as the English press 
is playing it's traditional 
liberal role by publishing 
all sides, whereas the Afrik
aans press only publishes 
"Yes" adverts. This proves 
to us that the Afrikaans pres 
is controlled by the National 
ist Party, and places severe 
limitations on our ability to 
get through to people who 
need to hear us.

SCANC: Do ysu feel just 
calling for a "No" vote is 
going far enough?
ANDREW: No, but Dr Slabbert 
has called for a coloured, 
Indian and Black referendum 
as well. m

Is thi s the 
l ast we'll see 
of p a r l i a m e n t a r y  
o pposi t io n?

‘SCANC: What do you feel about 

SCANC?
ANDREW: I think SCANC plays 
a vital role on campus, but 
we would obviously like 
SCANC to take a definite 
"vote No" stand.

SCANC: And UDF?
ANDREW: We see UDF as playing 
a very positive role and the 
coverage it has received 
should aid our campaign.

SCANC: What do you think the 
result of the referendum will 
be?
ANDREW: Well...the Nats are 
playing on the PFP/CP alli
ance, but with the dissident 
NRP/Nat vote, I think we 
could optimistically get a 
"No" majority.

SCANC: What do you see as 
the PFP's and parliamentary 
opposition's role in the 
new constitution?
ANDREW: We can't decide that 
till after the referendum, 
but it will be discussed at 
the Federal Congress in 
November.

SCANC thanks Andrew.

What do you feel about the 
constitutional proposals?

Do you think that the PFP's 
stand is going far enough 
or missing the point?

Why not write us a letter.
Hand it in to the SRC Desk 
or give it to one of the 
SCANC members in res. We 
would like to hear from you.

■ ■ ■ ■ ■
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Now that you have the vote
At last w e ek ' s T ra ns va al  
N a t i o n al i st  Party 
Congress, a r e s o l u t i o n  
was passed c a l l i n g  on 
the g o v e r n m e n t  to c o n 
script C o l o u r e d  and 
Indian men, in the wake 
of the new c o n s t i t u t i o n ' s  
e xt en ti on  of the f r a n 
chise. A f t e r w a r d s ,  in a 
se pa ra te  s t a t em e nt ,  the 
M i n i s t e r  of D efence, 
General M ag nu s Malan, 
a n n ou n ce d that l e g i s 
lation to that effect, 
had been drawn up, and 
w ou ld be pose-d at the 
next p a rl i a m e n t a r y  
session. This is no 
d ep ar t ur e f rom the 
Def en ce  force, and 
g o v e r n m e n t - s t a t e d  i n t e n 
tion, that once c o n s t i 
tutional m a tt er s  had been 
s uit ab ly  a d j u st e d,  c o n 
s crip ti on  wo u ld  l o g i c a l l y  
follow. Last year, the 
Tvl . NP leader,
F.W. de Kerk, stated:
'You can't ask a man to 
fight for his co un tr y,  if 
he can't vote. Among the 
terms of the new d i s p e n 
sation, is the p r o v i si o n 
that C ol ou re ds and Indian* 
wil 1 get f u l 1 voting 
rights. It f ol lows, that 
their r es p on s ib i l i t i e s  
will increase a cc o r d i n g l y ,  
which means they will 
h oid o b i i g at i on s to 
d e fen d these rights'.

The new con st it  ution and 
c o n s c r i p t i o n ,  go hand in 
hand in d e vel op in g the 
type of re sp on se  the s t a t e  
has regarded as n ec e s s a r y ,  
to cope with the deep 
c ris is  c o n f r o nt i ng  it. 
C a l l- u ps  for Co lo ur e d 
a nd Indian men are, for 
practical re asons,
1 ikely to be some time 
in coming, but expose 
a key link in the chain 
o* forces, b eh i nd  the 
'new l o o k 1 c o n s t i t u t i o n .

Such d ir e ct  links to the 
m il i t a r y ,  and the ne e ds  
of this b ra nc h of the 
state, are c l e a r l y  
d is p l a y e d .  Political 
r e s t r u c t u r i n g  in the 
face of these a tt ac k s,  
leads l o g i c a l l y  to the 
e x t e n t i o n  of c o n s c r i p 
tion for n ew l y el.evated 
C o l o u r e d s  and Indians. 
T he re  are o th er  c ri tical 
r e as on s why the D e f e n c e  
force is s e ek i ng  to 
e x t e n d  c o n s c r i p t i o n  
into the ranks of the 
p o l i t i c a l l y  s u b o r d i n a t e  
g r o u p i n g s ,  and tha t is 
in p u r s u i t  of m a i n 
t ai nin g its image of a 
l e g i t i m a t e  Def en ce  
force to p r ote ct  ALL 
South A f r i c a n s  fr om  an 
ex te rn al  a g g r es s or .  This 
e s s en t ia l role is 
cruc ial for 'r e f o r m ' .

A p ol ic y of i n c r ea s in g  
bl ac k p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in 
the S ADF has been p u r 
sued for some time. In 
N a m i b i a ,  the m i l i t a r y  
has tri ed to 
' N a m i b i a n i s e ' the war, 
by u si ng  b l a c k  troops, 
and So ut h A f r ic an  
e t hn i c b a t t a l i o n s  as a 
f o r m  of 'cannon f od de r' .

C o n s c r i p t i o n  will be an 
e x p l o s i v e  issue for 
p o l i t i c a l l y  o p p r e s s e d  
p eo ple . It has a l r e a o y  
dr aw n s t ro ng  r e s p on se s  
f r o m  the y o u t h  as one

of the prime reasons 
for r ej e c t i n g  the new 
c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  with its 
s i n i s t e r  price tag of 
b ei n g c a ll ed  up to 
d e f e n d  minority 
p r i v i l e g e s .  Resistance 
to c on s c r i p t i o n ,  
p r e s e n t l y  emanating from 
a small b ut  significant 
s e c t i o n  of the white 
d e m o c r a t i c  community, 
w o u l d  sky-rocket. It 
is m o s t l y  against this 
p r o s pe c t,  that the 
g o v e r n m e n t  increased . 
the p r i s o n  sentence for 
o b j e c t i o n  from 2 to 6 
y e a r s ,  e a rl i er  this 
year. A nt i ci pa ti n g 
c o n s c r i p t i o n ,  and 
i n c r e a s e d  militar is at io n 
as part of the new deal 
p a c k a g e , the Uni ted 
D e m o c r a t i c  Front passed 
a r e s o l u t i o n  at its 
f o u n d i n g  co nference, 
p l e d g i n g  support for 
o b j e c t o r s  and demanding 
the e nd  to com pul so ry  
c o n s c r i p t i o n .

When l e g i s l a t i o n  does 
go t h r o u g h ,  it is 
l i ke l y to fire renewed 
o p p o s i t i o n  from the 
b r o a d  ran ge  of o r g a n i 
s a t i o n s  o pp ose d to 
c o m p u l s o r y  co nscription. 
By so do i ng they will 
e x p o s e  w h a t  young 
South A f r i c a n s  are 
c a l l e d  on to defend: 
o p p r e s s  ion and injustice 
in a n ew guise.
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Don't throw t our future away

DSE FUTURE?
"We're here to stay. Don't 
throw our future away" is a 
line familiar to most of us 
by now. The government's 
campaign for a "Yes" vote 
in the November 2 referendum 
has been advertised exten
sively in all major news
papers.

The government is spending 
millions in its advertising 
effort which is being run by 
Compton. This company is 
closely linked to Saachi 
& Saachi who ran Maggie 
Thatcher's election'1n 
Britain. This was one of the 
most successful campaigns

in British history.

The strategy being followed 
uses striking adverts, 
posing questions and answer
ing them in government terms. 
"The government is setting 
itself up as the great 
liberal institute" said Mike 
Loewe, co-editor of VARSITY. 
"The right-wing is shown to 
be narrow-minded and the 
left-wing as militant and 
extremist. The left ideal is 
propagated to be chaos and 
anarchy."

Beyond the advertising camp
aign, certain newspapers are

V.V.V.NV.V.V.V VAVVA'AVAV.V.VAV.V.V.V.V

openly advocating a "Yes’ 
vote in their editorials. 
Recently the Sunday Times 
adopted this approach. With 
its massive readership, the 
Sunday Times is a major fact
or in the determination of 
public opinion. Financial 
Mail , The Daily Dispatch, 
Natal Mercury and Bloemfontein 
Friend are examples of other 
publications supporting the 
"Yes" vote.
As the referendum draws near
er, newspapers and other 
organisations are beginning 
to show their true colours as 
they choose which side of the 
fence to sit on.

Everything 
iver wanted to know 

new constitution 
but were pfraid to ask.

----- ■--------------*  1 1  1 1  ■
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Don’t throw our future away

Voters. x

WE RE HERE TO STAY
“ Rhodesia is our only home. W t aurrird 

here . .  . and our p v t n b  w e  here . . .  

w e're buyinf our own hone . . .  and 

w e're brin finf up a young family.

W hy should we have to five  

all OiU up?

“ W e're here to stay — that’s why we’re 

fo tn f to vote for the only party that 

can sa/efuard our future."

SAFEGUARD 
VOUR FUTURE

Vote Rhodesian h in t

Who ' s f oo l i n g  who?
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