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l PAP^R ON "LUCK CONSCIOUSNESS AS A DRIVING FORCE" by Khancale ttakhaclo.

SOUTH AFRICA appears to be a country of extremes in the African continent's 
political, economic and cultural contact. Its capitalist exploitation economy is 
most developed and apparently it has the oldest Communist Party on the Continent, 
it is the only one with the grandiose and elaborate staturery racism on the scale 
never known in the history of the continent and Worldwide Humanity; it is the onl. 
one in the continent where the force of reaction amogst the Black oppressed, 
the base tribalistic and divisive so - called Bantustans, have ha~ the *. long 

time to develop themselves.

Stooges Kuzorewas and others elsewhere on the continent never had so much time 
to peddle their sordid waves as puppets Matanzima, Gatsha, Phatudi etc.

In the mist of all these, BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS emerged from the ashes of the 
mid-sixties' political lull to rally the oppressed Black people under its banner 
in a concerted drive towards total liberation from all forms of oppression and 
racism. BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS sees the South African society as devided into two 
distinct groups - one of the oppressors and the other comprising the oppressed.

( Whites are the oppressor group whilst Black are the oppressed.
Very simple indeed • Therfis no other group. In South Africa therefore one is 

^  either on the side of the oppressor or on the side of the oppressed, ^ c k  
Consciousness is on the side of the oppressed, i,e all those who are by law 
tradition discriminated against in the South ^ n c a n  context and
themselves as a unit in the struggle towards the realization of their aspira 1 ~. 
Black Consciousness is a realization by a Black maji.̂ o/ the need to ra y og 
with his brother around the cause of their operation and to operate as a group 
in order to rid themselves of the shackles that bifid them to perpetualservitude. 
B.C seek to instil the Black community with the new-found pride in thenselves, 
their effots, their value system, their culture, their religion and their

point of view to life.

It s°ek to heighten their consciousness of problems related to their oppression, 
exploitation and dehumanisation whilst at the same time exploring the ™ i  us 
options open to Black people's liberation. The "consciousness we speak about is 

a political one, different from the biological one. It is the
demands that people, after taking stock of their plight and problems, determinate 1. 
takeapproiriate steps to pull themselves out of the morass of exploitation and 
oppression^ to oppressed people that look for core readies for their oppression 
indual problems, cannct be said to be conscious in the political sense.

Black Consciousness asserts that Black liberation can o n i y b e b r o u g h t a b o u t b y  
Blacks themselves and nobody else. It therefore exhorts Black to close their 
ranks, solidify their unity and by so doing realise the power they can onJ;y 
wield as a group. It urdges them to strive for reliance upon their own effor 
and resources as much as possible where their struggle for ^ ber^ ° n ^  
concerned. Hence the slogan "Black man, you are on your own . Thus in our 
country no genuine struggle for liberation can be waged without offering 
strong counterpoint to the white races that permeate our society so effectively. 
The apologist of Apartheid and other B.C detractors have called B.C protagonist 
reverse racist and white haters. How frivolous. Are Black people expected 
hate racism and oppression in a vacuum? Aren't they entitled to concretise their 
their hatred by hating the oppressor, who in this case is the n
This dees not constitute racism at all. It is simply a matter ng
phenomenon and its perpetrators or practitioners. But as soon as racism a 
oppression are done away with, and the white man is simply another human being

and not an oppressor.
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Blacks shall have no cause to hate him. The hatred of whites by slacks is 
completely justified as long as whites remain oppressors. It is ridiculous to 
hate the stick that hits you but love the man who wields it. This is the practice 
side of the whole issue. For reasons of group cohesion the ranks of the oppressed 
and recognition of Elacks as the only custodians of their own liberation, Elack 
Consciousness believe in the exlusion of whites from their struggle. There can be 
no viability in the union of the oppressor and the oppressed, since their interests 
axe opposite of one another. I'.C does not deny the existence of a tiny group of 
whites who can identify the .with the Black man struggle. Such whites are 
indeed a rare species and hard to get. However, the priority Elacks have and the 
desire to solidify the ranks of the all important oppressed, require the exlusion 
exclusion of whites who, in any case, are mere sympathisers who know nothing about . 

the Elack man's experience of oppression.

Some of the most diligent critics cf E.C are found among the ranks of those 
dogmatics and blinker - wearing socialists who see the S.African situation as a 
simple classical situation of the class struggle (It should be noted that we are 
talking about dogmatic socialistists here, and about socialist as a whole; 
According to them in South Africa the struggle is between the workers on the one 
hand , and Capitalist on the other. They advocate the rallying anu unification 

( of all workers, Black and White,'under the same banner in order to confront the 
W'-apitalist exploiters. They refuse to accept the fact that in the South Ifncan 
^bituation racism trancends everything and that it has seriously bled and

distorted the classical capitalist class division and related contradictions.
It is painful to observe that we are dealing here with people who have learnt some 
good and elegent theories and formules, and who are intent on applying them blindly 

to any situation confronting them.

That is indeed a pity, because the said theories recognise the fact that no two 
situations can be identically be the same in the World. It is incumbent upon free 
dom fighters in each situation to study it as objectively as possible and devise 
the necessary and citable strategies. No matter how powerful and famous, a - -  

mathematical forrr.v-o i* we cannot solve every problem with it. One should 
a problem tc thes />>mula and not the other way round.

Now let us lock at e eight classes of society and asses their composition 
and behaviour in the -Jouth African situation.

(1) . TEE INTERNATIONAL BOURGEOISIE

8 P  This comprises international capitalists whose domain of both political and 
economic activities have gone beyond the borders of their own countries.
They are the essence of imperialism, since they are actualexporters of 
capital which became a matter of great political, economic and social 
consequence in the host country and compels the exporting country to have 
vested interests in the domestic affairs of the host country. In our ccun ry , 
this class is represented by foreign multinational investors like i-he 
GENERAL MOTORS, DUTSUN NISSiiK.etc. They are exploiting the available black cheap 
labour and 'other resources for their own benefit and that of the South i-frican 
white racist minority. They do all in their power to lengthen the white racist 
economically and politically which thing allow the white racist tc spurn 
World opinion and perpetuate their evil apartheid system.

(2) THE NATION,.! BOURGEOISIE

This class consist of these capitalist whose capital is confined to the borders 
of their own countries. It is a very powerful group which holds the real rigns 
of power and government in its country and manage things to its own ac. vantage.
It consists almost entirely of whites in our country and there no significant 
Elack capitalist in our country, The little ones who are there are incapable of 
playing their ruling class role due to the constraints of Apartheid.
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They had no political powers at all. sum This SL-.all number

r r l S L CS ^ T o  »  gard themselves just a, oppressed as any

other "Ilack group cf Placks.

(3). rOKR-DQR I0PRG3CISIL.

„-i-ee This is the very skilled class which is incharge 
This is the manegeral cl^ss. This i It lans ^  erects necessary
of the actual running cf capitalist ^  it hires and fire
production infrastructure, such as bull- ng ca^itaiist owners are idling,
workers, it markets products etc, while the r w l  coital ^

^ S g T e S S " ^ c l ^ s ' c c n s i s t  of whites in this country and it is completely r 

reactionary.

(4) . TF~; PDTTV r.OTOGLOISIS

This is a class of students, .tochers, lasers,^journalist,

Although not well off it is jus ccr this cl^ss consist of both whites
with revolutionary fervour. In cur country ^  farcel 0f the

and slacks. The white member  ̂ vested interest in its perpetuation,
of white racist power structure u subjected to the vilarigcus of racism 
Their Black counterparts, however a 0 liberation struggle,

and many of their member have “gle is provided largely by this
The leadership of the ilack liu - . • ticn ^ s amply demonstrated in the
class. Its revolutionary zeal anu P - ^ i p  pecple to the white oppression.
1976 uprising and the continuing resistance by c~r ,ecpi

f O  TTT; PEGITIV.EI;-TB

t of wrPlth--rcducers- tie workers whose existance depends 
This is the class of ■wealth *rco thg capitaiist for a wage.
entirely on the selling c. the-r *7^  in the society. In cur country
Classically it is the ^ f . « , V ^ ^ ; n^ h e  S i t e  opponents of this class has 
it consist cf bouh bla^k. ^  *. * ' ia which is the sketch of cur country, 
net escape the all p e : to promote and maintain the present 
The white working class the wo k ^  benefit‘s they can only have by keeping 
racist set-up which is af - t d classically, trade union promote
tne H a c k  nan oppresses, -r-ui.icn J  ainst the evil xachinatiens of
and protect tne interest - L .. frica the White traue Unions havt 
of the capitalist exploiters. In South ' tQ tr£Biplfe the Ilack worker.

ganger up with the white ca*.a «- _ "lations and traditions that have reduce 
Together they have fashioned l a v s , g worker is

the .lack worker Srden S y  etc.

• ^ r i i l  Site pecple, be the capitalist or workers have a common interest

in keeping the Black man as poor and voiceless -s p

L ,  with the white worker as thoroughly reactiona^as

a^blac^worke^ever^star^approaching a white worker, who insist on 

being^cailed Baas" to discuss proble,s they do 
In fact, the black and white workers are each P 
wearing socialist refuse to see all these.

+ p ,nCU that the only workers in South AfricaThey refuse to accept the x .C view that^he^o :Y cla£s shQuld be
are the -lack workers and that the bribe capitalist ^  their

regarded as part of the ene„y. J of the ;laok worker and his
State, having been alarr.c- by the resiJ-i nhan~e tactics and strategies 
unrecognised Trade Unions h a v e e c i  ^  ^  emasculate their.. We all know

how^hysterical'th^whites workeris in his oppossition to the r.ove,



sir.ply because,he believes the black worker will be able to threaten the privilagec 
position of his white counterpart.

i

(6) THE LUMPEN PROLETARIATE

It consist of the won't works. It is a class that conpletly refuse to work 
within the morality of capitalist system. For capitalist and their State,
This class is the constant headache and menace. The huge security fences around 

properties, the nigh watchmen, the buglar alarms etc,,are all provided in honour 
of this class. Veil over 9<J/o of all the inmates of prisons are members of this 
group. In our country it consists overwhelmingly of Hacks. Due to its hatred 
of authority af any kind, this class is at all times ready to participate in the 
Liberatory struggle, as demonstrated by its role in the 1976 uprising.
The only drawback abou* this class is its general lack of intergrity and hence its 
coupling acts like looting for personal gain.

(7) TIP RICH PEASANTRY

r It consist of those who are able to produce a surplus from their limited
agricultural activities who might enen hire others to assist with related chores. 

^PThe surplus is sold. It is the very small class indeed and it is largely 
severly restricted by the unavailability of land for the expansion of their 
farming activities.

The I #  land allocated to Ilacks in thes country hits the class particularly hard. 
Like other Ilack classes, it thoroughly loathes Apartheid.

(6) THE POOH H^-S:-J:TRY

This consist cf those peasants who can hardly make a living from their meage. 
and poor farming activities. It consist entirely of H a c k s  in the rural areas 

of our country, "it is from this class that the bulk of the migratory labours are 
drawn. In fact, this class leads a dual life some where between the peasantry and 
prolerariate. It leads a particularly harsh and miserable life away from its 
family assoeiatio^s crowding the develish hostels.

(^rfaving dance briefly at this classes, it is clear that the South African 
^^ituations defies the normal of classical class orientations, almost in toto, 

the White working class has defected to the capitalist class and operate as such 
■politically and economically. On the other hand, none of the H a c k  classes plays 
its traditional role, due, largely, to the all pervasive monster called white racis 
H a c k  people tend to see themselves, not in terms of economic classes, but in 
terms of their experiance as an oppressed and exploited group.

At this time H A C K  CONSCIOUSNESS is facing an onslaught from both left and right 
but resisted the taugh task it has been facing. Eaning seen the situation for 
what is objecti.r’-ly is, H a c k  consciousness offers itself as thee only viable 
and appropriate vehicles I lack people can ride to final victory and freedom.

AZAPO AND OTHER 3.C ORGANIZATIONS I Ŝ .Y LONG LIVL «ND WISHING YOU ALL Ti-_̂  
COURAGE AND EZIRSr?TZHC2 IN FERSU.-.TICN OF YOUR DUTIES IN ONE ^ZANI^, ONE N--.TI0N.

*



T h . »  has teen a lot of debate a n a ^ - n e e p t i o n  as to tt.

"Aiania". Sane people clait it means the following article Aaapo

°f -

t S o h 3« L r s Gr o 1 h r S s r i S = a n 1 h o i e  ^ o n s U t i ? l i k e  t a d l u .  

Ithopia, Kenya and Tanzania..

+V, + ■' rani? has been placed on linguistic evidence in 
It is very important to note'that ‘ ^  it se€ns likely that the
the central area of tne Northern \ fo-n0ve(j the rivers that traverse the r
« 1 1  groups (different linguistic groupa) fc.11.= « d  ^  this point
raj' forest till they reacn the c e n t r a l  pa t o  ^  migration of the

thi^teady pressurs of population gr . P bringing then into contact with th
B l » ^ u p a  in all different , ^ s S o S s ^ a n o i d s  of Southern Africa

E  f a S L n s  odf 1 a s « ? n  Ifriol the Indonesian an, the Arabs of the ooast with

whon. th^y merged to fori:. Swahili.

Swahili co,es in beoause of the very strong trade

and Azania which date 0 accomplished language viz. swahili.
n-ture, had a c-ltu^e of 1 - r and culture is an arabiseaarsarsMs stfjsxs -
Th; characteristics of the Aaanian civilisation w^re^that^it^conaisteu^of a ^

^ S T S  tfSaceir'rcaS: l l Z  ^ i n g s  and aiithies, oairr, and rocR painting.

The year between 500 and 150n ,ere * £ £ £ "

rent •* ■"*' iv-atus bv a nor.-, adviceadvinced
JJ^ca. Social an; economic growth w, ,*v*n w  > u  thlI inoreaeini

s» a wexpanding, capacity of those settled . 
arid to buy in turn irports fror. the coast.

The ,ov. downwards cf e about

^  ‘f r i c ^ S  .Tanias « r e  «  war cn tne

extended fanily of nigroid arid l/ushr.ancuid tradition, while tm. .

L ^  orLnired torr,ove and fight in larger cohesive groups. The t
;ar.ner

^ S u s  ovorw 

l ^ L e d l y  S i s ^ r S S f i n J a s i o f f r ^  tu'-orh'f’orth, their civilising growth 

stultified and brought to an end.

However, in Zirbanbve,
codified and cnanged one core cy furLhc_ ...lgrction -n * F.T.O

*



,. . ' ~ pric invasion in its
circumstances, re-er.arged flowering ^  outliveu *  * erip-nasised the fact
splendurc and majesty. The r, - e ^  n- o f  this ccivil of the similarity
that these Africans were all branches * ret. single _ , soil

-  * . * — -  *  —

indigeoncus pottery.

In s w M U i t .

S ^ f f a f c L t r i e s  whjre e.g. z=£-

Sw"ah?Uk i  refers to h the innermost part of ran, heart, 

nind conscience or disposition.

, f-rn"' the L&y?tian word Zan.i which r.eans
The nar.e Azania is also deriv®r® , ~ Azaria is associated with the liberati
H a c k  People. For S a c k s  in t u y m t r y .  A ,ssociate uith .p«rtlwi4, color,i- 
liberation of their land, 'whilstSouth*:r csasures that are being reted
als oppr-.sion, fascism and all th« othe. o*pr«

out against j-lack people.
_ _ _ r»forc ro our beloved country, as

It is fcr the reason that riack “ „c;cience, hearts and ninds to rise

h a .  B ae to the _  -

general.
• 1 mp-iantur.. everything: great, everythin

^ t h e  19th century', when ir,aerially huran culture was - white.
•  xythlns fine, everything really of vvre labelled as white. _ _
l*ck -oerplc in j.fnca who shc^cu .̂.y ivinr atout lacks became so wi„e

A system first conscious and then unconscic y taught. With the wink
spread that the authentic history of . of social organisation,
of an eye, printing, smelting of ir , - ■- => attribute exclusively to whites 
not to mention political life -e-ocr-c.,,

All that I have just n e n t i o n e d ^ r e  the j ^ ^ ^ r c f c a l l f u p o n ^ A s ^ n s  
contributions to the world as c w * ‘ vc^ld. Like the nuslims and ~zan
tc re sum. e their position as pace-set ul.rs 1. t. - of ^  doctrin£, a oheri
a call to prayer, a call to co,.. it:..*^, * ^  ^  . .g £00df a ,
cherishing all that is of value, an a ^ e c i ^  - Azapo caiis upon all 1

reverence cf beauty and the r~ ^es*\ ° ‘ _ *. their -,cv,,r to restore Azunia to its fo
: lacks in this country to 00 fiel*. Is there any other way of f
fomid°vle position in the intern-tion-1 - , v arfe 4 ali teneficianes
achieving this than being proud civilization. ̂ Lete us all then
of that ra^nific^ntf suijctj - * ir our goal and fight for our
rise or, "r.e in dead, united in action, s t ^ f a s .  in our
ir.ilier.able rights as One people, in One ,.z_ni-,



The-e is general concern about the inc r e a s i n g  polarisation bet* -en - l a c k  

V h itl fie c ourt-7 . Satte people believe tnat peaceful change is still a
^  S - W f r ^ c . .  Hence r>ovos and talks towards a N a t i o n a l  Convention.

K o w e v e ^ ^ A s a p o  h a s " a  diffent v  who on the R a t i o n a l  C o n vention and its stana on 

this if this.

Today it is an ope ,  secret that the i a «  of a * « « « *  ^
rnr >-ck as 1Q7 8 . Individuals from various oreinisa^iwi.s, . l^ck ?_.d wnixe r a n Ji 0 

fror/church, welfare, service to political organisations. On the pclitica 

organisations all except one or two are w o r k m ~  w ithin government created 1 ..- 
? u t S i " !  Shat il rus t  - Stress is that th.se people car.e as individuals 

( ; th ro randato fro- their respective organisations. , ut as individuals at . e n d m t 

f c l y  give a de facto acceptance to the idea of Rati o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  to their 

W r a n i  sat ions. M o n t h l y  informal reetin.-.s were held
1^70 and the last n e s t i n g  wa^ held in A u g u s t  last year, ^ f t c r  this n e e t m ^  

aVeet-'r. was to*held where the R a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  reverent was to oe forrely 

launch?d°an- constituted. Thi s  proved to be a disaster because one of the 

^ u e ^ t s

formal » . t i * ' ■ . ‘V u e 't o l h f "
fore a .,i6 p r  c o r e ^ o r ^ l ^ .  ^  ^  q{ >-aticnal Convention, this reverent has

attacks an^ es^ec^ ./ prri it»«s xa.sk *'= to dr^.w a new acceptablelean renamed the Constitution Kcvemar.t, and it s task „  to ar-» .

constituticr. for this ceuntty. . * » » U o n * * »  t0 “**
• Kr. V a n  Zyl Sla-bert leader of t..o Pi*-".

*fiust be highlightea are:

fl) This mcvc is a result of the 1976 afc-rnath

(2 ) It ccii-es irrediatelv after tne b n n i n g  of 16 .. .0 . organisations m  1 9 7 7 -

__  M r +V'- + ~ liberal organisations like the Urb n loundation, .vhos^ r— n
1-.6 L ..vS a r . ; ii.e.-x , .. v r „x  ril i t a n c y  cf the c;.pressed
g1 ■’ea t’Vi was to aifj.usc c-n~ -0 -lJ-it _j. — -.-c--

- .• , . 11 1. , +v% i n-.irtrnriics an . sustenance 1 1 we-p—x«.i.A.sn
H a c k s  will thus re '-proctecteu’ o  tne
and will be a catalyst towards meaningful change.

s-.eci.io^llo --.nr. sxa.t.c. jl ^ci n e d the ;:andva:;cn for sir.ilar
trcrc^e — Scuth r.i near. * jzertvet* ^  ̂  ̂̂  ^ _ p~pTS%rii!)
reasons. *.»in we have the case of iiberals enterir... our s t r u ^ ^ n  - 

level rather than at grassroot level, ^ c i A i n s  what 1 , ^ 0. c fcr u.. 
cur struggle for us t h e r ^ y  ,;. v m  a wnxte nc^d tc ... x - k  - .3 - F .T .0
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Ve are here faced with a total onslaught and it is imperative h that w_ know what 
we knew what ;e are fighting for whc we are fighting against. Ve must be able 
to tell cur genuine friends fror. our genuine enemies. In order to do this we 
rust have a clear an :. concise revolutionary thinking. Ve must have absolute 
ideological clarity which clarity r.ust be coherent, cor/re^hensive and adaptable.

Those who want to participate in struggle fcr liberation rust therefore ask themse 
ther.seIves whether they want to be reformists, revisionists or revolutionaries.
Ve know that reformists abandon their original principles and expect others to do 
the sane. Revisionists ado to or rclify their original principles". Whilst 
revolutionaries are fighting for the complete overhaulin.; of the system. I leave 
it up to ycu to decide on v.hich cf these three categories the National Convention 
rove falls.

This brings r,e back to the basic tenet of 7lack Consciousness viz. that in South 
Africa tcday there, is only one class of people who have nothing at all to lose if 
if the present system were to be redically changed in such a way that class is the 
“lack working class. It alone can look at the situation without any qualification 
or reservations. It alone can question th*. • holy-cow not only of the so-called 
( tty apartheid but of the socio-econcric system cf the total onslaught.

‘. lack workers has nothing to lose but the chains that bind him in the f c m  
of pass laws, influx control, migratory labour, inferior education, rent hikes, 
bus fare hikes, fcrce resettlement, evictions, detentions without trial,banning 
orders, banishment, .'death in detention and all the r.yriad of the South 
African oppressive laws.

In shcrt, the rank an;1 file M a c k  activist is the crucial lynchpin of the workers' 
organisation. His resources derive from those he represents and orginises: he or 
she depends, not cr. their passive couser.t but upon their active support. Ee is in 
the struggle not because cf moral obligation, nor because cf pangs 01 conscience _ 
but because he really lives and feels the agony of oppression. It is therefore 
he, who because of ideological cc;.r.itmer.t, faith ar.u wisdom’in the organisation, 
will continue with his valour in the struggle because cf the practical knowledge 
ana experience he has acquired in the quagmire of oppression.

Th:- present initiative fcr a National Convention comes fror quarters that have 
ulterior motives and have certain privileges that they want tc protect. Eence the 
/^jnessing and grooming of H a c k  Leadership that they will manipulate at will.

this juncture it will ba opportune tc juxtapose this move towards a National 
Convention with the historical events with our neighbouring countries in Southern 
Africa. Cclonianl.sm will be the operative word.

Colonialists ursurped cur countries fror us and imposed their rule on us, * and dor. 
dominated all aspects cf our lives thereby alienating us from our traditions, 
culture, mores and norms. Protests against foreigjn domination were made, negoti 
negotiations failed and the last resort was t;.e bush, and we hackio fight fire with 
fire.

The first of cur neighbours tc be liberated were the former Portuguese colonies.
The pressure the freedom fighters exerted through the guerilla warfare caused 
Portugal so much in terms of human' lives military warfare, financially etc. that * 
the likes cf -General Spinola could no longer stomach the idea of fighting a losing 
battle hence the take cv^r by the military junta wnich gave in tc the liberation



4- —  -  «  * ,  « .  , ,  .PC * * *  ce

j. iv* \nyiert; c;ĥ .uld core to an enc for w. t

L w **
c-ars.

6. Th.re can be nc negotiation betvatn ncn equals.

Pron th = forê oin,-:, it is clear that Ve sr.culJ pressurise and force
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