


The answer is simple - a mother's first concern 
is for her child or children.

She wants her children to have good food, proper 
clothes, a pleasant home; to be educated; to 
have opportunities for happiness and development.

No mother will rest content until she has won 
these things for her children.

HOW CaN WE G-ET WHAT WE WANT FOR OUR CHILDREN?

The time when women sat at  home and wept or wished 
for better things for their children has long.since 
passed.

Women are  now in the forefront of the fight in our 
country for a better l ife  for all, particularly 
for our children.

Large numbers of women worked day and night to 
make the great Congress of the People a success.
More women than ever before were among the delegates 
from all  over our country attending that Congress.

No people can win freedom while the women are kept 
back. No pecple can win happiness while the women 
are prevented from playing their part.

Our children 's future depends on the extent to 
which we, the mothers of South Africa, organise 
and work and fight for a better l ife  for our 
little  ones.

WHAT MUST WE DO? f
Recently a World Congress cf Mothers was held in 
Europe. Women from every country met to find ways to 
end wars, to build a peaceful.and happy world.
We South African women w ill  nfeet to add our voices to 
those of other - women in the/world, so that we can 
express our opinions and s«ek selutions to the problems 
of our country and of mothers everywhere.

ivH.iT I S THE FIRST THING A MOTHER THINKS OF?



THE CONGRESS OF MOTHERS.

ON August 7th,' Transvaal Mothers will meet.^This is 
what they will discuss:-

What women can *do to help carry out the Freedom 
Charter adopted at the Congress of the People.

How we can campaign particularly for those sect
ions cf the Charter that call for "Houses, Sec
urity and Comfort!" ant "The Doors of Learning 

and Culture shall he Opened!"

How women of South Africa can help to preserve 
peace, to prevent the fearful and useless 
destruction of human l ife  in war.

How we women can strengthen and build  our 
organisations and win recognition cf our right 
to equal treatment and rights as huij3.n beings, 
how we can do away with laws and customs that 

keep, women as inferiors.

WHO WILL BE THERE?

We call on every mother, every woman, to come to the 
Congress of Mothers. No woman will be debarred from 
attending Every woman who has the future of her 
children, of the children of South Africa, at heart, is 

invited tc attend tnis meeting.
SHOW THIS LEAFLET to women you know. Urge them to come. 
And s ee that you come yourself, on:-

S U N D A Y  7th A U G U S T ,  9 .3 0  a.m. 

TRADES HALL NO. 3, (1st Floor), Kerk Street, 
JOHANNESBURG.

IMPORTANT: PLEASE NOTE: Tea will be served at 
"5d cuo but ycu are asked to bring your own 
lunch - WE C-aNNGT SERVE LUNCHES. Bring sandwiches 

or other food for midday.



ABOUT THE FEDERATION OF 
SOUTH AFRICAK1 WOMEN

Last year wcmen frcm all over South Africa 
met together in Johannesburg. Their purpose 
was to set up an organisation that would bring 
together women of all races and sections, 
assist to build and develop women’ s organisations, 
and press forward women's demands for an end to 
unfair and unequal treatment of women.

The result of this meeting was the formation 
of the Federation of South African Women.

The Federation is built on the basis of 
existing women's organisations, strengthening 
and uniting them in activities and in purpose.
The Federation has already played an outstanding 
role in organising and speaking out qn behalf 
of women, and in bringing women of different 
sections together. The Federation made a v ital 
contribution to the organisation of the 
Congress of the People.

See that your organisation a ffil ia te s  to 
the Federation of South African Women.

WOMEN'S PART IS  VITaL IN THE STRUGGLE 

FOR PEACE M B  HAPPINESS.

Issued by the Federation of Scuth African 
Women (Transvaal Region) Box 10876, Jhbg.
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Federation of African Women (Transvaal fre^ion) r«-» 50 * 1087* » Johannesburg
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PlV* for the issue of passes fcc African woe.en are now complete.

WKElf YOU CARRY A PASS....... you afcy not nove freely fron place to

pUiA”}^rou can be arrested at d%' tir-e, day or night, for failing 

W-^poduce your pass on demand a you becorce a ;:IAVL to police and 

government, who can order you'tip g<~ wfcero they please, to work

PASS LAWS #STROY FAMILY LIFL.whsr* they demand.

PAST,- AFRICAN \K*EK HAVT9 7 1
THEM CARRY PASSES, WE

Veoen of tbs Tsosaifraal are going to Pretori 

put.their danaofll^to the Government. .A* 

’freedom of mawmUt, the right to tap  

for gap ehiltaffu >*« are going to protest 

»tba* unjust

•very ehjld in 1d^e oowrtry. /

Join this i&ss protest o^J 

and loudly throv 

êd yith justice!

Me are going to demand
“ ' «K' 3*8

Tea are invil 

m a o  be heard«« r
deaands are

If you Are not already given ypur 
hand it*lo your Branch Secretary of. 
Women's flpag'ie, or poet it dLrect

«*3

*  V  u. ■
i want to jlin the Womens Protest.

axm m .

JITJ SUCCESSFULLY RESISTED ATTEMPTS

[ll not no*..' become slaves to the

THURSDAY 27th OCTOBER, 1955, to 

AND .MOTHERS we are going to demand 

»re we ohooae, to have real education 

it pass laws, Bantu Education, and

'right to justice ana happiness for
t

•

an of all races. Let the voice of 

land, so that our legitimate

in, fill in this form and 
African National Congress 

P.O. BOX 10676. JOHANIffiSBORO.

send me more information.
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to discuss the

MAbS DEMONSTRATION TO THE NATIVE CCHMIbSIONHt, F0RI6BURG.

While women in Winburg suffer persecution and 

prosecution, we women of Johannesburg must cake t 

their struggles and sacrifices worth while by 

organising ourselves to be ready for the day when 

Verwoerd will try to thrust his passes on Johannesburg

women. We must all say: WE REJECT PASSES! We must say \̂EAN
it every day, to everyone we meet, and on June 7th 

we will say it to the Native Conaiealoner. SLAVfRyt
COK\B T O O t T H t Q  O M

S U N D A Y  1 ^ IUM A Y
U U l i  w o w  THG A^QE G b 'H (r  

T o  0 rt6 A i\liS£ k 6 AiN«br P A S S E S , A NO 

f O i }  \ J U ^ k  ~ 1 , K

/£  you CAHHOT CO'*U: O H  SOM0*Jy J 1  Ay 
QT 2 i>n til Soot: Tn ConC  r o  Th£

/ * d 'M  L C « (O C :CS T* e

CcfiNta o r  £ m M M £ T  S r ?  C*v

$ 0 * 0 / 1 ' / '  3 r d  d o v e  a t  2 p w

IJ/j/f WOflAtLN H])0 /MJT DVAA J ^ASS^Sy
Issued by the Federation of South African Wouen (Tran ia.) P.O. Box 1^776, 
ar.d the A'N.C. Women’s Lestgue (Transvaal; Box 9cC , J imesborg.



CONGRESS C A X X 3  THE PEOPIE TO A C T IM .

AFRICANS! I . . I

I WHY * ARE YOC 3U EFIK0?

HERE IK SOUTH AFRICA, U  f la becoming harden everyday.

The Nationalist Government la trying to force dtr 

Woman to carry Passes.

Police, at VlAKPWTEIK, IICHTFli^RG and elsewhere 
have opened f i r e , killing and woiAdln- Africans.

Ranta are being lrcrenaed»

p e m i t 3 are being enforced.

RAIDS! RAID31. RAIDS! - for paaoes, taxea, 
permits, ’ e^r .

.antu Ednoation for o^r children.

I IN EGYPT, our brot/ier Africans are suffering 
\ under Invasion.

\ ’THY ARE YOU SI'EPITC?

\ WAKE UP AflD JO™  T T ,  STRV5GI* OF'T^'E
1 afhica:: nationai congress - ?or f r e e d o m .

t? H U  D 0 ” , "-■’OR L Q TT A I RTI G T' T S ,

DECKI’T ^7*GE3 Ai.D CCT'“>r"’0t:S.

COT'S TO COTGRESS MSBTIU-'U 

JO IN T*E AFRICA'- NATION AI COKQRBSSl



TO THE NATIVE .COKMTSSIOKERCKM3

.. 1 9 women o f . . . .  PORT.. E£I3A»H?T5,. . . . . . . .request you as the
bftri*8 Commissioner for this arda to forward this protest to the 
PrlfflG‘Minister of South Afrioa, Mr J .O . Strydom. While thousands of 
women are speaking for us today at the Union Buildings, wo want the

I
 Prime Minister to know that hundreds of thousands of us a ll  over this 
land support this protest and oppose tlie psaa system and all its evils 
with all our strnght and determination.

For hundreds of years the African people have suffered under the 
most hitter law of a ll  - the pass law which has brought untold 
•offering to every African family. I ,

r>

Raids, arrests, loss of pay, long hours at the pass office . weeks 
in the cells awaiting tr ia l , forCei farm labour - this is  what trie pass 
laws have brought to African men; Punishment and misery - not for a 
crime but for the lark of a pass.

We ivfrxoan woifcen know toe ..ell the effect of this law upon our 
homes, our children. We who arc not African women, know hew our sisters 
suffer.

Your Government proclaims aloud at home and abroad that the pass 
laws have been abolishe1 but we women know that this is untrue for 
our husbands, our brothers our sons are still  being arrested, thousands
every day, under thase very pass Laws. It is onlt the name which has 
''han;ed« The reference book and tne pass are one.

In  March 1952 your Minister of Native Affairs denied In ■ .. . 1 
Parliament that a law "would be introduced •which would force African 
women to carry passes. But in 1936 your Government is attempting to 
force passes upon the African women and we are here“Today to protest 
against this insult*to all  women. For an insult to African women is  an 
insult to all women.

Wo want to tell you what the pass would mean to an african woman
and wc want you to know that whether you call it a reference book,
an identity book, or by any other disguising name, to us it is a PASS. 
And it means Just this:-

’ That hones will be broken up when women are arrested under pass 
laws.

That children will be left uncare:l for, helpless, and notherfl 
will be torn from their babies for failure to produce a pass.

That women and young girls will be .rposed to humiliation and 
degradation at the hands of p ss searching policemen.

That women will lost their right to mov.. about freely,
»

In th^ name of women of Scut! Africa we say to you, each one of 
us, African, Indian, European, Coloured, that we art opposed 
to the pass syster..

Wb voters and vote l e s s , ‘ call upon your Government not to Issue 
passes to African women.

We shall not rest until rass l?wy an-’, a ll  ferns of permits
re strict in.: our fre \or~ have been abolishei.

WE SH*LL NOT REST UHTII HAVE WOi. FOR OUR CHI ID REN THEIR 

F' NDAKENTa L RIGHTS OF FRLSDG•’ JUSTICE AND SECURITY.

NAME: . . .  

ADCPESS:

• " !!*•!« ” .......~v»»........ yn

* ............. y ?  ,
------------------------

y j_ i  
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WOMEN OF THi TRaNSVaAL! i-iARCH 11th ./ILL B£ YOUR BAY!

U w ill 0£ ,)
A DAY OF PROT£5Tf

S o nOa^

Woman do NOT want Paso Laws! >J« are not 
prepared to submit to the humiliation* and .

S S r i ^ s  that • *  « * *  tt
« • are going'Vo .speak our minds and let South 

Africa know our thoughts*
We are also going to PROTEST against IlfCREASiD

RENTALS, the EVICTIONS AT BENONI, and against 

all thu new hardships that are to be inflicted 

on women of all’ races through such bad laws aa 

i the INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATION BILL, the NURSING

AMENDMENT BILL, BANTU EDUCATION, POPULATION 

REGISTRATION, 3 .A. ACT AHENDhEW, the BILL TO 

EVICT AFRICANS. /  *»T¥t,u eek DftV qF C£UEBRATlOMf
, We are going to celebrate INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAT,

the one day set aside throughout the world for women 

•to put forward their demands. ’We shall hear an eye-

* witness report of women in other countries, and how 
INTERNATIONAL JOOJ’S DAY con help S. African women.n m u  DAY Of DEDICATION f
s s i i i  s £ s ‘«s54r
This will be OUR answer to posa laws for women.
will dedicate ourselves to work for a free South Afnc .

A n  i# v m m  o r  W  T#A#sv*Ai * * £

/VI//7£f) —

o h  W a t *  " 7?  W£ AOs u * ' reD.

W1* 

64s

T R A D t S  ttAlL(rt^) Ktuwsi , , ,

M  .u  - M W „ ,  o J o n iW  ^  H .x k  Ir-tdui k , g r A w "  -» ^ ' 1

1 L " > . The F e d era tio n  o f  South Africa*. J o ~ n  (T ru n a v a a l t e ^ io n )  F .O .  Box 10676, Jh . .

.
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Federation of South african women, 

Transvaal Region,

P.O. Box 10376, 

JCiLJl.iJSBURC

L £ T  W o m e n  f^A ic  Th£ L f lw £

Laws such as the Bantu iSducation «.ct change our afXldrer.'a lives. Yet

what say have we African women had in makiag such Laws?

Ve must apeak out as women end as mothers against

everything that destroys our family life, robs us 

cf proper homes, takes our husbands from us and 

haras our children, now and in the future!
4

AS WOMEN aKD MOTHERS the Federation of South .vfrican '.'omen

calls for Jin end to the segregation and discrimi

nation on colour lines thnt poison our land and 

destroy our children,

AS rfOMIsN ikHD r10THjiK3 we shall go to Pretoria c.'tt 27th October,

1955, to demand fr^m the Govornraent the right to 
justice and happiness for every child in thxa 

country.

*S VOM&n .JIL rtOT^RS we aak c.li /.frican ŵ men to respond to 

our call, to join ir. this .anss prottst of worsen, 
to Join the voices of nfrican worsen o,l»,•’rly and 

loudly with thv v.mpr* cf ether racee so thut our 

leg: ♦•.mute iem ; aB • . < I ■- •• «r ‘ :.* lorr4.. • 
breadth of South .ifrici jvt *r»; aiyWenri witi- 

Juef.ce.

FILL IV THIS FORM .JID XJft If &  W t  ItuHCH 73B ..N.,'.

VWWf‘3 ifU30* OS .<Sf It ■* •

I want to join ♦:** Josien’e Pleaac* send m  *»Jore

infarction.

fcy\rv r\4\Ct.

.. i  . . r - U  . .  _____

_______ - 4 .h- oc jc

sv / c>>' •ckr»

.iXiv
IV*. jf

./•yT ******
»•* i'- *-•
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w tu  w m tN c m r  m s£$?A
W in voMn carry passes? Will we ba bundled 
into the pick-ups for going out without our 
"documents" or "reference books" , * . will 
we be searched, handled, jailed, while our 
children wait in vain for us to return?

Women in Germiston - Winburg - Bethlehem 
Pretoria - Johannesburg - Evaton - Parya 
and many other places have already given 
their answer to the authorities, plainly 

^  and clearly, in mass protests, saying: u

‘ W C  W O M i M  O t f N  'r  H ft /v r  I

NW women have decided to g9 to the Prime 
Minister himself to tell him how they 'feel

ON AUCtET 9th, THOUSANIB OP WOMEN WILL GO 
TO PRETORU TO SHOW THE GOVERNMENT AND ALL 
SOUTH AFRICA THAT THEY ARE NOT PREPARED TO 
SUFIER THE HUMILIATIONS AND INDIGNITIES OF 
THE HATED PASS SYSTEM.

YOV W/U ££ PRQl/O TO £AY:
Last year, 2,000 women startled the country, 

they went to Pretoria. This year, we will make the 

demonstration much greater, but Just as dignified 

disciplined. This will be the most important day of the year for ^ e n  of South? Africa 

Yog MOST COHE TOO,' ONE DAY, YOU WILL BE PROTJD TO SAY: "I WAS THERE.' T was J o p I  

EHOgg THOtBANUS OF WOMEN. I PUYED ,EY PART IN THIS HOST VITAL STRUGGLE; OF OUR TTWS?" 

Fill in this form and post it todky, to the Secretary, Federation of South Afribani

-omen, Box 10876, JotSn*esburg, or to the Secretary, A.H.C. Women's league, Box! 9^7 , 

Johannê tylrgVA /  /  - _____________  : :

I want to join the Women's Demonstration. Please sendj 
information. *

NAME

ADDRESS

TO PRETORIA ON AUGUST 9th.' AGAINST PASS LAWSJ 
HUMAN RIGHTS.'

5s.

a
c
oo

I  r
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THE PASS SYSTEM daily destroys 
our family life. Our husbands, our 
fathers, our sons, are 'thrown into 

gaol under this degrading system. We wait in 
vain for thes to return to their homes.

Now wf womer. are told that wo, toof will have to carry 
, .  t passes. We, too, will be exposed to the pass raids, the

pick-up, the 3-jareh, the cells, while our children will

be left alone and helpless.

MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS OF AFRICA: DO YOU WANT THIS TO HAPPEN TOYOU? ThePass 
system is NOT made to help us, it is NOT for our protection. The new books are 
passes, just as same as the men oust carfy. Passes make it impossible for us to

move around freely.

Now the new "LOCATION IN THE SKY” Act is going to force African men and women 
domestic workers to leave their roots in blocks of flats, and find a place to lire 
in the already over-crowded locations. This means they must travel to and irons 
work every day - and day by day will be called on to show their passes to the 

police, to be arrested if they forget to carry them.

IN DURBAN, in Germiston, and other places, many women have already demonstrated 
against the Pass Laws. They have spoken out against Pass Laws. Now the women of 
Johannesburg are going to the Native Commissioner in Fordsburg to tell him what 
they think of the Pass Laws. Or. Thursday, June 7th, hundreds of women will 
demonstrate. Join then] Join the protost! You, ton, must say "We don t want 

X asses."1

SIGN UP TO JOIN THE JOHANNESBURG PROTEST ON SINE 7th, 1956.

R IM E ___________________________ ________________

ADrjRiS3________________  ____ _____________________

Issued ty the Federation of S.A. Won.t n & the A.N.C. Women's League. Box 10876, Jhbg.



omen won
Women - />£* chance 4o
Speck oof/ -your needs your Iwshes 

your d e m o n s  f

T hi9 public meeting Is teinr hrld to 
eive wpmen a chance to put for,jv«r3 
their demands for the FREEDOM CHARTER. 
What_ do women went tc make Sputh A Trice 
a better land? Wh«t do women demand for 
their children . YOU must '! v the 
answerl Let YOUR voice be ht-ord. The 
Demands w ill  be discussed at t-he 
great Congress of the Peopl..
I, i i sm wm tr~" ' • ' ' — ---- .

S u  N D A Y  □ 9 1*' 
m a y  -  2 .  p  A V

T R A D E S  H A L L

H9*$

IrCERur 6 t Q £ e .T

A l l  Iy o m z / v  w £ t c c A i£ .

Prominent |tlbwer\

/ y

[■

v- ■„

A # / a/ G  Y o u /i  t i£ M A # c > S  fc 'Z , Th e  f /? £ f£ > o M  
—  C / v ^ ^ r ^ / p /

OfClAW'SccJ bvi The Federation of South A rricftn 
J J  Women, Box ®i*©/> o

toZlb
Jhbg.
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The PjovinclBl Conf ereoc a wtil to* l*ld on 

aunday £od DECBUSa

at the

C/JTOHI H;LL, 50 Fbx St (betweec Sausx k 
West Sts.) at 9 e.g..

•« * ** ■•. f ‘t* " *’* 
WoriBn delegates are Invited from all 

br anche s c? tre A.N.C. Wonea ’ 8 Lea®» , f*o» 
the Tvl. Indian Congress, fSrom tti# 5,% . 
Coloured PtD pie * 3 Organisation, fro* 0» 
Congress of Deaoerats, fra a th* Food A 
Canning Workers’ Union, rrora Church Organ
isations, from Women's Coamlttew anfl org- . 

anisations, wd from groupe of w>«n.

^dividual vc men who wish to attend in tbair , 
personal capacity will be wauuly walcowd.

W o m e n  O r e  ^ r e o i e n e o /  A S  n e ^ 2r  b e & r e -

BY THE GROUP *KEJS ACT, TOE PASS L\WS, AND WHY OTHK 
OPPRESSIVE UWS.

U1JDER TOE PASS LAVS Afric m wd nen w ill hpve to carry 
passes; H5by will be arrested, Jailed, «ea*n 
from thoir children, their horaea and faoUl*»«,

*• * , '

UM3ER THE GROUP AREAS ACT thousands of India, Coloured 
ani Afric an mo the rs will be ruthlessly uprootod 

from their homes; they and their eh ildren wi 11

be homelee8 - .. \w.
f/HERE CAN THEY GO?



20,000 VROUE W 3 IN DIE OFTOG N DIE UNISOEBOtJE OP 

;.OCOST 9

om toen die Pianette te protesteer. Strydom bet ge- 
weier om ons te sian. Wear :>ns gaan voorta In ons 

war st el.

Nou moet die vrouens van die Transvaal wear by- 
matoar tom, .'.frlkaen, Indier, Kieurliog, Blanks, om te 
»tre»e vir to beter bestaen vir al ons kinder s. •

INDE® TO KLEORLIIC VROUE UET 7ERKL...R D..T 
HULLS 7IR HUL HUISE S.L VEG.

.'JRIJU..N VROUE HET VRAXL... R D T HULLE NIE 
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A* TT3U0 van alle raase moet ons orgenisecr 

an verenig teen hierdie wrede wette.
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■ H PTHE DEMAND OF THE WOMEN
SOUTH AFRICA

F O R  T H E  W tT H D ftriM L  O P  P R S S t 'S  POJK V ^o to tH  « / V O  Tffcf U£f>*HL t

We, the women oi South Africa , have come here today, We represent 
and Yre Speak on behalf of hundreds of. thousands of women who oould not 
with us. But all over the country, at this moment, women are watohing r' 
tl inking of us* Their hearts are with us. .*

Wo art women frcrc every part of South Africa . Wc ar< women oi eve 
rr-.cc, wc "oome from the cities and the towns, from the reserves and th 
7 illa je s . We oome a 3 vonen united in our purpose to save the Afrioan r j 
fror the degradation cf passes.

For hundreds of years the. African people have suffered under the 
nort bitter law of al] - the pass law which has brought untold suffer:'.

1 3 every African famijy.

Raids, arrests, loss of pay, long hours at the pass office , wlcI".
*i the cell 3 awaiting tr ial , forced farm labour - this is what the par. 
j v z  have brought to t frican men. Punishment and misery- not for a or-1, 

r; for the lack of a pass.

We Afrioan womei know too well th<. effect of this law upon our 
0-;*' ohildrcn. Wo, who arc not African women, know how our sisters suf-

Your Government proclaims aloud at home and abroad that the pa.- 
have been abolished, but wc women know this is not true . for our 

' ; band 3 ou r brot he rs , our sonft arc st ill  be in- arrested, th ousand e 
v, under -these v*ry pass 2aws . It is only thv nan* that has chan **. .< 

t'-c ’'reference book*1 and the pass are one.

In March 1952, your Minister of Native Affairs  Unicd in rarliaru 
chat ?•. law would be introduced which would force African women to Ccirr'. 
pft-siis. But in 1956 ycur Government if attempting to force parses upon 

> ic &n  women, and we are here todayTo  protest against this insult tr- 
vcwon. For to us an insult to African women is an insult to all women.

i

Wo want to tell you what the pass would mean to an African woma; , 
riUil wc want you to know that whether you call it a reftrence aook, an 
i .litity book, or by = ny other disguising name, to us it is a PAoS. An

n ans just this:-
That homes will be broken up when women are arrested under pars

That children will be left uncared for. helpless, and mothers wl
-be torn fi’cm their babies for failure to produce a pass

That women and '.'oun*" girls will be exposed to humiliation anc.
degradation at ihe h£.nd3 of pajs-searching policemen

That women will lose their right to move frtcly from one plaoi

another.

In the name of women of South A frica  , wc say to you, each on. of uo.
.\fricaft, European, In d ian , Coloured, that we are opposed to Ae pass

system.

We, voters and v O te iess , ca ll  upon your Goverment not to issis passes

tc frican women.

,/c shall not rest until ALL pass laws and a ll  forms of permi;s
restricting our freedom have been abolished.

We shall not rest until we have won for Our children their rinAynental

sy:ts of fr£cAon> Justioe 'Agsfe§§cu5itz:__________ _________
XVEX--; ____________________ —



0R.MVHHDKAWAIOF I'ASbfei m  w m  WO m  HtPfiAL
ryf Pay* '■ ^ *

We. the wonon of 8outh /fr loa r. havo oono boro today. .1 o ra^rocont and r̂o spoak on 
bohalf or Vandrpd* of thousands of wouon who ftculd not bo with un. But all ovor tba •cos* 
try, i •  *• • at this nonont , wo non aro wtaehing and thinking of us* Thoir hoarts 
are with us. j

- , ,4 
Wo aro woaen fron ovory part of South AfrloA. 7o aro wduon of ovory raoo, wo oono 

fron tho e It lac and tho towns, fron tho rotorvoo and tho vLllagos. 'Vo eono as wonon unito<i 

In our purpose to savo tho African wonon fron tho dogradation of passes.

Raids , arrosts, lose of pay, long hours at tho pasc off loo , wool® in tho colie 
awaiting trial , forood faru farn labour - thic is what tho paoo lavs havo brought to 
Afrloan non. Punlohrxmt and nieory •• not for a crir» , but for tho laok of pass.

_ Wo ifrlea* *»:on know too woll tho offoot of this law upon our horns, our ohildron. 
<*, Who ars not L?.r Loan woer?i, know bow how our oistors suffer.

Your (Jovornrorrt proolains aloud at hono and abroad that tho pasc laws haro boon 
abolished, but wo wonon Ictqw this 1c not truo. for our husbands our brothers, our sons 
ars at ill being* orrostoi", thousands ovory iay, undor thoco vary paao laws. It is only the
■tt that haa ohanjod# Tho "roforonao book " and tho pass aro ono.

In Msroh 1952, your Ministor of Natlvo AffaLra doniod in Pari lore nt that a law would 
fce lotroduoed Whioh^would force African jrcnon to oatry passes. But In 1956'your 3ov«rnnonfc 

atteoptloj to forco paseoo upon tho African wonon, and wo aro horo today to protost 
tgainst this intuit to all wonon. For uc an Insult to A^rLcon wo on it an Insult to all

We want t o t ^ U  you V".at tho paos would noan to an AFrloan woJan. and wo want you to 
tawwjfcct whefcWfryou call it a reforonoo book, an idontity book, or by any other dlsgulsl 
ng nano, to us it lc a PASS, And it noans Juet this t-

• That honos will bo broken up when wonotj aro arro-tod undor pass laws

9 That oh lldxflJMKll bo lo#% unoarod for, holploes, and nothors will bo torn fron. 
thoir bablos for failjpro to produoo a paos.

• That wonon and young girls will bo oxpofod to hunil\ation and doj-radation at tho 
haoda of pas a-a oar oh ing polloonon.

• That wonon will loso thoir right to novo frooly fron ono plaoo to anothor.

In the nano of •vonon of Scuth Africa , wo cay to you, oaoh or. o ui , Afrloan, Europo 
peon, Indian, Coloured, that wo aro opposed tc tho p^as ayton.

Wo, voters and votoloco, oall up:n your Oovorixjsnt not to lesuo ;aeeos to Afrloan wonon

We shall not rost until ALL piao lavB and all forms of par:-.loo roetrlotlng our {reedon 
havo boon abollshod.

We shall not root until «. . . .

wo h^vo won for our oh lldron thcrtr fwndoiaoalal r Ights of freodon, 
justice, and security. '

_  UDRSSS, _____

u n i ,  —

/Cafe- jt ,
PRESENTED TO THE PRIME'fflNISUR*(tJC I9S6



"W D E M A N D  OP TVIE WOMEN OP SOUTH 
APCICA POB THE WITHDRAWAL OP ffcSSfcS 
FO£ WOMEN AND TWE REPEAL OP P*S£ Wti$>
▼e, the wo»m of South Africa, have ooae h^re today. %  represent and we speak 

cn behalf of hOndr*d* ef thoteends of »owc o<w3<i not be with us. fcit °J«r 
the country, at this maeent* »  are w«tohing end thinking of *s. Their hearts

ora with ua.

Ve are «qmo f n »  every part of 3ou14i Afriee. Ito are wcnen of every reee, we 

oose froo cities and tuens. trcm the reserves and villages. le ocme as women 
united in our purpoee to save the African women froo the depredation of passea.

for hundreds of year's, the African people havf »offer*! under the most bitter 

jmx of all - U *  P«*« wtu-oh nas broutfit untold suffering to every Afriosn

feed!*. ,

Baida, arrests, loss of pay, long hours at tfr.e pass of flee, weeks in 
M d H U «  trial, forced fax* Islrur - this is what the pass laws have brought to 
AfKLaen Viail slwwt and misery 0 not for a < rlae, but for th* ;aek of a

pass.

He African woosn know too well the effeet f this law upon our homes, our 

ohildren. *e, who are not Afrioan mmm, know hew our sisterB suffer.

lour (krverwrcnt prgolaims aluul at home an- ubrbsd t At the pass laws have 

been abolished, but we women know t..is is n;t tw t , for our husbands, our brothers, 
our sons are still being arrested, thrusanda every day, under these v^ry pass laws. 

It i» only the name that has changed. The "rrfarenoe book” and the F ^s  are one.

In March, 19^2, your Minister'of Native Affaire denied in Parliament that a

law would be intrcuuood which would foree Afrioan women to carry ^  in
1956 your Gorrsmoent is attesting to feme passes upon the aTi-ioot. wr*en, aod 
we are here today to protest apninst this*insult tc all women. Per to us an in

sult to African women i3 an insult to all woeuen.

Be went to tell you what the pass wouli mean to Afrioan women, and we want 

ycu to know that Aether you oall it a referenn* book, *r. identity book, or ty any 

other r.aaa to disguise it, to U3 it is a PA3B. I * ' it n . ^  just this-

tbat hoses will be broken up when women are '.rrested under pass l«wa ;

that children will be left uncare> f r, help leas, ana not hers will L* 

tom fraft their babies for failure t prouueu a pwsi

that women and young girls will be exposed to humliaticn and d e l 

ation at the hands jf ^aes-searching policemen;

that wocen will xoae their right to move Ireely frun place to place.

in the nane of women A  South Aft*ioa, we say U  you, each one of us, Africans, 

ftirejeanfl. Indian, Coloured, that we are opposed to tho paaa aytwa.

f«, wcters and vnteless, call upon y:*ur Govemitent not to issue passes to 

African m.u*n.

Ve  shall n.̂ t rcit urTtil ^  hll' t'km ' ‘ftperai’ts r ee-tric

our freedom iw*e been' fcbulii***-.

Xfo shall not reat until we have won for 'ur children their fundamental rifi 

of freedo*a, Justice «od-security— -

Mji-T. -- .fcUJiSSS I ,

ts u . ts s a ---------- I -------------------

PR&SPNTED to the Pf?lME MlN|C,TL£



TljC DEMAND OP TM£' WOMELN QP::̂ U T O  v | 
Af-klCA t(M W& WITHDRAWAL Of PA^CS 
POC WOMEN AKip TUE REPEAL OF WSS IM S
' &  th. W  of south i f X h . "  — . K . r .  .odW . £  » £ - « *  “ J 7 u ‘ ^

;t!Sg^  r th f ^ . n "  -  « —  * ~  * *  ̂
AM  With US.

«_ — # wotten froo W ery part of South Africa. We a w  women af ewery * * * »
* • * * •  J +h- ^ a r v * .  and Tillages. *« oome afl women

W  * * »  oltto. end f p «  t j a . t Md. tlon of F - “ '
united in our purpose to save the AT n o  an T™«* * ^

family. . .

s S 2n 3 £ 4 K « ^ ^ « w :
pass.

*e rioan . « .  too- too .e ll  the effect of thi. la . upon our
children. »e, eh, ere Oct rfrio.n eoaen, knee hr. cur ei.tere suffer. _

I -  0— — *  prooUioe al jjd at 

been abolished, but «e women know •■ e v e r y ’ Jay, under these very pees l«we.

our eon. ere etiU  being « " • £ * < " £ ^ c o k *  „„d the pae. are one.
It is only the neeie tuet has ohangeu. me

in Haroh 1952, your Minister of Sative Affaire denied in rsrllsmsnt that a

be’ i n t ^ e d  -hioh

s i r i r s r s ; ̂  t= ^  w~“n- * r *°us * ln'
suit to African wijroen is an insult to all women.

»  « n t  to tell you what the poss wouli mean E S T o T *  an,

you to knee that *ether you . 1 1  it .  « f » «  
other name to disguise it, to us it is ? r * »  «»

that hcoes will be brcken up *hen women are arrested under pass awe,

that children will be left u n c a r ed  f o r ,  helpless, and others will be 

tosn firm their br.bies for failure to produce a pass,

j i«.n .  — ti >i*» ftxiuaei to humiliation and legr^**that wcnen w*1 y. ung girls will be expose.
„tien at the hnnds cf pass-seMOhing policerten,

that eonen m il loee their right to move freely fro., plaoe to place.

e o-. th Afrio*' w“ say tc y'u, each one of us, Africans, 

t J Z X  3 5 £  S S £ * £ 5  « ~ ~ ’ £ o s i  to pss. eyt®.

n t t r . u i  yoteleaa, call upon your SenrxMnt not to i.su . pa«aee tc

African weeen. . f

7 „ , b . u  n.t k *  until M t * - '  U . . W  tttfM - r m W r f - * * -

our freedom hv** b*en ^tovJtAier1-.
. . -i , f r -ur children their fundamental rie.*

We shall not rest until we h«ve won r r ur omx

of freedom, Justice. aei^iwuritju- - /» / /  1

.uDkkss GQL i j i A /^ — &

K



28irW r#f?Mtu3?4 J ' bM * *
nil over ttie- toofttry,' rt thl s .Dnoentj votwn **r« f^.tchiag and thinking of us. < 
Tbeir hearts are with us. ' « -

^  are wcoen fro» ererj ,j\rt of Stuth /fjrica. *Ve ars woaen of evsr/ race, «« 
case fruB the cities nd tho t. wnsf froa the r«*ervei and the villages. We cone
as vocen united in or /urpose ti> e*vr the ;fric  n ▼ .d ^u fr<TO th* degradation of 
passes.

Fbr hundreds of year* tb* /frican pecple have suffered under the aost bitter law
of all - the pass law which ĥ-.s brought untold suffering tc every 'frican family.

Raids, arrests* loss of pay, long hour* at the .pass office, wfeefct in ih* cells 
avsitiag triad, iforced faro l.ib ur — this is what the pass Im i  have brought to 
Africfui oen. punifchnent '.nd oisery*- not fô r q e n e e , bwt'.fbr the 1 »ek of a pass.

.* .n O , ' /  •«s I # * r- t

^e /.frican wcoen know too well the effoct of this law upon our hoaes, our children 
He, who are not, AiriC^n wocien, know how our sisters suffer.

• < ■ i h «. i fc ; V. ’.
Ycur c< v̂ rnra* nt proclaims 'iloud at houe »\r.d abroad that the pass laws hare been 
abolished, but we wopeq know this is not true, f r our husband., our brothers, 
our io n s  <\re 8 ti~ ll b c iD g  /\rr**atcdj tKoufl.itids u r o r y  d'\yj upH*1 i* th o sA  v a ry  p^fg 
laws. It is only the n-u3e that hiis changed. The "rofm coto book” and th<\ pna* 
are one. , ^ —

In JJarcb 1952, ycur Minister of Native ;f  fairs denied in P-rlia^ent that a law 
would be introduced which wouli force \frican W'taen to c*rr;> passes. But in 1956 
your Government is attempting t forci passes upon the .‘ frican w .aen, and we are 
here tcdey tu protest against this lusult tc all voueo. For to us an insult to 
African wonen is an insult to all wiaen.

We want to tell yiu What the pass wvuld uean t.' n /frican w ^ n ,  nd we want 

you to know whether y u qall it a rofcrunce book, an identity book or by any 
other disguising nriio, tcJ us it is a P. SS. ,.nd it r.eaus just this»-

. That homes will bt_ broken up when women are arrested under pass laws.
.. That children will be left uaenrod for, helpless, and uothers will be 

fcorn froa their b-ibits for failure tc produce a pass.
That WvL.en and youwg girls will be exposed t humiliation and degrad
ation at the hands of pass-searching p Ucootn.
That women will lose their right t •> uove freely fr a one place to another.

In the n-’.ue of v-ioen. of South .’.frica, -we say to jou, each ,>a© of us, /frioan, 
European, indim t Coloured that we are opposed to the pass •systecr.

We, voters and voteleas, call upon y ur O^vernaont not to issue passes tc frican 
wjoen.

We shall not rest until All. pas# 1-xws and all forns of permits restricting our 
freedoo hare been abolished.

)
We shall not rest until we hove wnu for our children their fundamental rights of 
freedom* jusfrijê  security y _

n.^e . v £ . .  .. y  AWMss./t!r&£?:
ARfjL..  r

PRESENTED to PRIME MINISTER



THE DEMAND OP TME % 0M£N OF SOUTM 
AFI5ICA FOR THE WITHDRAWAL Of PARSES FOR WOMEN l\HO Tug REPEAL OF PA^ LAWS
We, the W^en of South Africa, have o-ne h>re tael ay. 7e represent And we speak

yn .ehal* of handred3 f th~usands of wo*en who c.“uli not be with us. But all ever
. ''he country, at this moment, fr.nen are watching anU thinking f us. Their hearts 

ire with us.

We are women froc every part of South Af ica. "Te are women of every raoe, we
o one from oities end t wub, fr m the reserves ;nd villages. 7e corns as w-r̂ en
j'.itea in -ur pur e * ■ >.v. the: African w a-a froo the lejra.iation of passes.

Pot hundreds of yea« ,  the ./rloar. p«:p3e have suffer*! un-er the 3  st bitter

;aL ?  &11 '  the pr* S ii5W» Which br U  sufleriag t. every .J'rican
t ami ly,

Raids, arrests, 1 j«s of pay, long h ur3 . t the pass fftce, weake in cells
^••iting trial, f .reed fsrtn la' ur - this is what the pass In *  h*ve brought to
African oen. AUnishment in', misery 0 n t f r crime, but for the lack of a 
lass,

’Ye African wemen know t*>c well the effect ,f this law upon ur h mes, our 
Jhil-iren. Ve, whj are n't ..fric-n women, know how ur sieters suffer.

1 ur Govsracxnt proolairss al ud at home r.nd ''bread t.»at the t as3 laws nave

oeen abolished, but w6 women know t is is n't true, for our husbands, ar bmthers, 
vur sons are still being arrasteu, th. usan-s every -lay, under thest very pass lawa. 
:t is only the nar.ie ti.at has chanped. The "reference book” and the pass are ne.

In March, 1952, .'.ur iiinister cf Native ,ti fairs denied in Parliament that a 

Law w.’uld ce inti> ..uced which w. aid force .ifrionn women tc or:rry passes. But in 
■*.356 your jOv«m..ient attec^tintj to forct passes upon the Afrionn w.. sen, and 
■ -e are here today tr t rotast at inat this ipsult tc ill women. For tc us an in- 
iUlt to Afriosn w .r.ten is an insult to all vvmen.

Tte want to tell you *hat tnu :ass w?ulJ mean t .<fric~n wcraen, and we w*nt 

ou to know tnat Mother y.'u call it «. reference b-ok, an identity to k. -r by any
her name t. lisrulse it, t : us it is a ?*3G. it*. it means just this:-

that hod9k wi} i lo 1 r. k«n uj *hen w-.‘«en re arrastej un*ler pn^s laws;

that chi 11 ran will t-e left unnartd f r, nelpless, and au.tt.ers will be 
torn fr-w. tnoir b-Lies f r failure t ,,r .jcs  a p^ss;

that wr>nen fOK’ y anj; itirls vfiI] be ex, sod t ■ numili",ti n a-rii legrad- 
fition at th( h-̂ niS ;f  ^rss-s. -rohing licemen;

that women will l.'se their right t. a  ve freely fr m . lace t place.

In the name of w men f o uth .-»fric'., ws pay t y j, each ne of us, Africans, 
-'iropeans, Indian* Co  ̂ .ured, that we are L; »seu t the p-̂ as syten.

We, vctera ex- .v tel ess, call upcr. y ur jcvemmetit not t issue passes to 
*.’'rlonn wcuun.

*/a shall n t iiTtii .\jLir jV*«83' laws ^1 1 -f *̂ >tpeixiits res brio tirv
r fmaioo h^ve b e a t r a d » .

iTe shall not rest until we h ve won f r ur or.il~ron their l’undnmental il^s 
f freedom, Justice auo -securi t^u—

-•* ‘  -£)-  _ J'ri. / & Z .

“S —

PRESENTED to ihe P*?IME MiHIST|rg
A U G U S T  Q > ^  ;



TUETDEMAND OP TVIE WOMEN Of- SOUTH 
AF6ICA POS2 TWE WITHDRAWAL Of PA^QS> 
FOR WOMEN AND THE. REPEAL OF PASS LMIS
f . ,  th. -asen of South ifrioa, hav. oods hsrs W « .  ». 

on behalf of hOrdreda of thoaaanda o? women who could R-' *3 * r hearts
the oountry, at this moment, wooan are watching and thinking o as.

are with ua.

We are women from every part of South Africa. We are women of 
ocme from cities and towns, frcw tne reserves *nd villages- We oome as _ 
united in our purpose to aave the Afrioan women from the d e l a t i o n  of passes.

Fbr huidrads of years, the African people hav£ stiffar«i under the most bitter^ 

law of a U  - the pass law, which has brou^t untold suffering to every Ai n o  ai

Raids, arresta. loss of pay, long hours at the ^afls of floe, weeks in C® :̂L®\ 

awaiting trial, forced farm lab ur - this is what the pass 
A fr lW n ^ n . i'JaJ.ab®e«t m> «ise»y 0 not for a nriao, but f r -he 1«•* of a

p aas.

*Ve Afrioan woman know tor well the effeat f this law uj n .ur h;m*s, our 

children. We, who are n. t Al'rionn wctmen, know hew cur sisters sufi or»

Y ur Governrent proclaims aloud at home arv> abroad t at the pass laws ^  

been a b o l i s h e d , but we women know t*.is is n.t trie, lor >ur hus^nn a, ' ’
<ur sons are still being arrested, thousands every lay, under these very pa 
It is only the ntxae tr.-.t has changed. The ’'reference book" *na the ; ass are one

In liarch, 1 ^2 , your Minister of Native Affairs denied in Parliament that a 

law would be introduced which w vld f m e  Afnoan wimen t. o^iry passes.  ̂
K  is. - tt-vtlne to f o m  passes upon the r f n o «  -J

her. toiv latest  inst this Insult t. all « « « •  **r to us .*  in 

suit to Afrioan women is an insult to all -vomun.

We want to tell you what th. pass w,ul- *.an to « w n ,  ^
ycu to know that father ycu o 11 it a w f e r ^  bock, an identity . ^ k ,  r .y .y 

ther naoe tc lisguiae it, to us it is « PA33. tt aema just .his.-

th*t homes will be broken up when women ar- '.r res tea under pass laws;

that children will be left unoared fc r, h*. 4  less, an. rarth-.rs *111 l-e

tcm f r.'tn their babies for failure t pr:^uee . ;.«ss.

-
that « * « .  m l  , . W  .I r i s  n i l  ho oxpose'1 « . huniii-ti n < u  uo,;r- 

0tion at the hands f pass-ac \rching , • ixoen*en,

that wr>roen will lose their right t. c-vo Irjely from plaot t i

* p -.. * r n-i i iv t \ u, each . no of us, .iJ ruan!»
In the name * men i o.-atn aTt i o ., - y  J- »

Europe-ms, Indian, C 1 ired, th t re ’-re . ^ ' S c i  t the 4.aaa ay t ....

Ŵ ,  cetera « d  voteless, oull u ^ n  y ur ^vem ao n t  n. t t i^aue passes V

Afrioan wcium. ,

'■« sru.II n 't urttil Jl^ phss l«s-an. hUC,- M r  -f^rr.rts r«»rio«r„-

our freedom h^T*i beer. - •

!7o ahai.1 not rest until we have, won f r ur oh iU ren  their fu«aamentd1 ri 6 

of freedom, Justice aua- s^urit^—  • p ,

ajsLk £ &2-- '

PRQSEWi&D the Pf?lME MlNî TkS
A U G U S T  Q > ^



of South African Wo— . Begictr) £  P .0. Box 10676,

M m

r \ .

_______________________ i m & § § , ( E £ >  j  .
Plana for the issue of j*jp*5s t* African women are now complete. v-|i 

WHEN TOU CAHHY A PASS.___ ytni aay not move freely fron plac4 to

plaosj you can be arrsst^ tiB*» ^ 7  <>r »igkt, for filing

to produce your pais oh demand||you bacons s SLATE to police' sod 

government, who can order youfilfr wftere they please, to work 

where they demand. PUSS LAWS eSjtkOY FAMILY LIFE.

H  Tfflj PAST, AJfiKkJB WHEN HAVE ALWAYS SUCCESSFULLY RESISTED ATTEMPTS 

TO MAJQC THEM CAK&'&SSES. WE WILL NOT NOW BECOME SUVES TO TIE 

PASS uwsj 1 .

Women of the Transrmsl are going to Pretoria on THlj|SDAY 27th OCTOBER, 19^p, to 

put their demnds to the Government. As WOKE? AND MOTHERS we are going to dW nd 

freedom of movement, the right to have homes where we choose, t© have real education 

\ for oar children. We are going to pro tee t against pass laws, Bantu Education, and

— tthrr mriftat laWs. We are going Vb demand the right to justice and happiness for
! V

•very child in this country.

Ton are invited to Join this mass protest of women of all races. Let the voice of 

women be heard clearly and loudly throughout the land, ao that our legitimate 

are answered with Justice.1 {

If you have not already given your name in, fill in this form and : 
hand it to your Branch Secretary of the African National Congress 
Women's League, or post it direct toL: P.O. BOX 10876. JOHANflBSffURftt.

V V ’

I want to Join the Women's Protest. Please send me more information. .........

‘ n -. w 't  if0:.................* .............

name J iL r t t n r ,- --- J l a — -M.-----

naREss \k _t . ?j

J
| r ^ V - * -

n .  .......................

" ■ ' u *  
V t *  .........................

V • • •► ........  ............

■

V
}tf
: jJb

mt- *
* 4

r i n . . . — ,~r/a^. 1 j/1? * ■ '?■ >'»•••••’

THE VOICE- OF WO^EN Will BE UEAQD 
WOUQHOUT SOUTH AFRO, OH -Hoe. l l  I

y x. ' .
i'tmT
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