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1 "The people shall govern”
- ■ •

Barliament to-day ? ■ ! ' .. ’
— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — ■*—  %  «T - . • • V

l»v In South Africa today only Europeans can become members of Parliament 
and take oart in making the laws which govern all our peoole. And of 
the 153 European members of Parliament 150 are elected bv European 
voters and three by African men voters in the Cap's Province.

Up t n  1936 African men in the Ca^e Province had the same voting right 
as the Europeans, The Representation of Natives Act transferred thpir 
.nemes to* .a separate roll and gave them power only., to ele.et 3 members of 
Parliament and 2 Provincial Councillors.-The Africans in the other 
Provinces have no representation at all in Parliament, There are however 
four Senators elected Indirpctly by the Africans In the 4  Provinces.
(The Senate In the "upper house" — it does not,make the laws but all 
Actfe-passed by Parliament have to be agreed to by the Senate before they 
become laws) • - ■ . •. .>

• * *

2. Until this year Coloured men In the Cape Province could register as 
voters and c a s t  their votes together with the Europeans in electcion’ 
for Members of P a r l i a m e n t ,  But whereas a l l  Europeans over the age of 
21, men and women, have the right to vote, without having to' comply 
with any wage, p r o p e r t y  or education auellficatlons, only Coloured men 
could register ps voters and then only if they could write thfeir name 
and address and either owned immovable property valued at £75 or earned 
n o t  less than £50 year. V;

Now however the Government has passed the. SeP-arpt^* Representation of 
Voters Act which removes Coloured voters from the common roll and puts 
them on a separate roll, like the African voters roll.;Under this Act 
four Europeans will be elected to Parliament by the Coloured voters, 
one in each Province - as the Native Representatives are elected by the 
African voters in the Cape Province... „ v ;-i •

■f vt £.* *’ ■
3. So we find that first the Africans#aijd then the Coloureds havp lost 
their political rights in. South Africa. We know top wfell' how the^* 
Government tronts the African people because they have no political 
power. T h e  Urban Areas Act forces Africans to carry, passes^ahd to live 
in locations, the Bantu Education Act trains their .children to be 
ser v a n t s  for the white man, the Native Labour Act want.- to p r e v e n t  them 
from fighting for higher wages - to keep the African people as a cheap 
labour force for the factories, mines and farms*. !.l

Now that the Coloured people have lost their.--voting rightp the 
Government will waste no time in trying to force them into thp same 
position as the Africans. Already the Group Areas Act ip forcing them 
to live only in certain areas and the Population Registr ption Act is 
making them carry oassos, The Industrial Conciliation A m o n d m n > n t  Sill, 
when it bepomes law, will split u p  the trade unions and enable the 
bosses to lower the wages of Coloured workers. The Colournd people are 
certainly faced with a glpomy future unless they- organise themselves 
to r e s i s t  this attrck on their rights, and In their struggle J-oin 
hands with the Afrloan people.

Tribal Authority's, Advisory Boards aftd Councils : .

4. In an attempt t0 bluff the African people into thinking that they 
have some form of self-government and some say In making the laws which- 
they have to obey, the Government, in terms of the. Bantu Authorities 
Act/ provided for the setting up of tribal authorities or councils 
consisting of chiefs and headmen in the Reserges. The function of these 
councils is to carry out Government policy in the Reserves and to give 
the Government advice when it is asked for, ifcs nearly .nil, of these, < 
council members are paid by the Government It la not-likely thrt tfc*y 
will oppose Its policy* The ppopIp who live In the Reserves end who 
suffer from ’overcrowding* poverty and laok of ho so ite,Is, and' sQhools 
havp no s a y‘in the tribal authorities nor In electing-those’ who sit,on 
them, ~ i %

■ • - .• ‘ • -f ‘ "• ; : ■ ■
>, , 5* Adviso.r,y Boards. *#•*/
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5. Advisory Boards, consisting of African members under p. European 
chpirman (often the location superintendent) have been set up In the 
locations In mpny towns"in order to give the Town Councils advice on 
matters pffecting Africans. Some of the Advisory Board members pro 
a p p o i n t e d  by the Council but usually the majority are elected by the 
location residents. These Boards hpve no power to carry out their 
decisions or to force the Council to listen to their advice. As a rule 
the Councils go their own way regardless of the Advisory Board1s advice*

6. Similarly, under the Separate Representation of Voters Act the 
Government has attempted to bluff the Coloured people with a Union 
Council of Coloured Affairs which will advice the Government on matters 
affecting the Coloured, Malay and Griqua people. Of the 27 Council 
members 15, a majority, are t0 be appointed by the Government. The otv>;: 
Council members are elected by Coloured voters in each of the Provine So

D i f f e r e n t  t r e r . t m e n t

7 . Three q u a r t e r s  of t h e  South African people h a v e  n o  d i r e c t  represen­
t a t i o n  i n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  how does t h i s  a f f e c t  t h e m ?  The Africans w h o  have 
l e a s t  political p o w e r  g e t  l e a s t  from t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  Europeans 
w h o  h a v e  m o s t  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  g e t  most and t h e  Coloured p e o p l e  w h o  

u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  had m o r e  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  t h a n  t h e  Africans g e t  more 
f r o m  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t h a n  t h e  Africans b u t  less t h a n  t h e  Europeans

For example, Old Age Pensions in 1951

Europeans - £8 ppr month
Coloureds - £3.15.0 per month 
Africans ;

-in the'reserves - 15/— per month
-in large towns - £1 per month
— in other towns — £1.5/0 o^r month.

A m o u n t  s p e n t  by t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  1951

for each European ohlld - .about ‘£41 
for each Coloured child * - about £18 
for each African child — .. -about £7

Laws to divide end rule

8 . Our P a r l i a m e n t  does not represent the South African people - it is 

controlled by' the white farmers, mine owners pnd factory bosses. The 
laws which are passed by P a r l i a m e n t  are aimed at keening political 
power in the.hands of these p e o p l e  and:Preventing the Non-Euronnans 
from gaining democratic rights and1 a. decent life. These white bosses 
have bought off the white workers by giving them the vote, paying th<~ n 
higher wages and nja&ing them believe false theories that they are br* u 
that the Non-Eurooeans'ibecause their skins are white.

9. In its efforts to keep the Non-Europeans from uniting in a common 
struggle for rights the Government passed the Groun Areas Act, to force 
the various sections of the Non-Eurooean people into separate locations, 
and the Bantu Authorities Act, to break up the unity of the African 
people, to split them up on tribal lines and place them under strict 
police control. To foro®-rthe~pebple taacphryoSUtrthe laws it -makes the 
Government employe thousands of police, warders, superintendents, 
commissioners and inspectors. Any attempts by the Non-Europeans to 
opno.se the Government and demand their rightp pre sutmreRned by the 
army and the police. In 1946 unarmed African miners who were striking 
for a living wage were fired on by the p&lice and some of them killed.

The People shall govern

10* By this we mean not only that every man and woman of all races and 
colours shall have a vote and have the right to become a member of 
Parrifment, In order that the people, you and other ordinary working1

people,,.*
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’ p e o p l e ,  h a v e  p d i r e c t  s p y  i n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t h e y  m u s t  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  

to c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o n  m p t t e r s  w h i c h  a f f e c t  t h e m ,  

M i n i s t e r s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  r e f u s e  t h  m e e t  d e p u t a t i o n s  a n d  to 

l i s t e n  to t h e m  a s  so o f t e n  h a p p e n s  t o - d a y ,  e v e n  t o  E u r o p e a n s .  A l s o  t h e  
p e o p l e  m u s t  h a v e  t h e  P o w e r  to r e c a l l  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  they e l e c t e d  
t o  P a r l i a m e n t  i f  h e  a c t s  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  w i s h e s .  T h j  s right' i s  e v e n  

d e n i e d  to E u r o p e a n s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  t o  day.
A s  r e g a r d s  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  tha different region? of South A f r i c a ,  

thfe" g o v e r n i n g  b o d i e s  w h i c h  w e  will set i .-t will no- be d u m m i e s , thoy 
w i l l  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  m a k e  l a w s  and carry them ou^ for ^he good of 
t h e ’p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  t h a t  r e g i o n ,

5> “j -

< E u r o p e a n s  r i g h t s  a l s o  t h r e a t e n e d

11. S i n c e  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  G o v e r n m e n t  c a m e  t o  p o w e r  t h e  r i g h t s  a n d  

l i b e r t i e s  of t h e  E u r o p e a n s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n ,  a t t a c k e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .  

P e o p l e  a r e  n o w  p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  t r a v e l l i n g  o v e r s e a s ,  Parents c a n  n o  . 
l o n g e r  d e c i d e  a b o u t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n s ®  e d u c a t i o n ,  t r a d e  u n i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  
i n t e r f e r r e d  w i t h  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e i r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  removed, 
t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  p r e s s  h a s  b e e n  r e s t r i c t e d *  U n d e r  t h e  S e n a t e  A c t ,

•' p a s s e d  l a s t  y e a r ,  T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  has P a c k e d  t h e  S e n a t e  w i t h  i t s  o w n  

s u p p o r t e r s  so t h a t  when^ P a r l i a m e n t  ^ i :t h e  S e n a t e  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a 

! J o i n t - s i t t i n g ’ t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t s  c a n  be s u r e  o f  h a v i n g  a n  o v e r w h e l m i n g  
m a j o r i t y .  T h a t  is h o w  t h e  S e p a r a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  V o t e r s  A c t  w a s  

p a s s e d  f o r  a s  i t  m e a n t  c h a n g i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  it 
n e e d e d  a  t w o — t h i r d s  m a j o r i t y  o f  a  j o i n t  s i t t i n g  b e f o r e  it c o u l d  b e c o m e  

l a w . .  The S e n a t e  A c t  m a k e s  i t  a l m o s t  I m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  E u r o p e a n  

’̂v o t e r s  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t s  f r o m  p o w e r  i n  a n  e l e c t i o n  *

12. F a c e d  w i t h  t h e s e  d e n i e l s  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s  a n d  f r e e d o m s  t h e  E u r o p e a n s  
w i l l  h a v e  t o  c h o o s e  b e t w e e n  J o i n i n g  h a n d s  w i t h  t h e  N o n - E u r o p e a n s  in 
t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  eaue.l r i g h t s  f o r  all p e o p l e  o r  s u b m i t t i n g  t o  t h e  
s y s t e m  of w h i t e  s u p r e m a c y  of t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t s ,  u n d e r  which o v e n  the 
E u r o p e a n s  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  f r e e .

The issue in South Africa is not a racial one - it jyg not p struggle
between white and non—whit? but it- ip a truggle for enu -1 rights for
all people, irrespective of pace- cr colour, it is a struggle a g a i n s t  

the inhuman, unbearable system ^ r . n f l  <-vrpe
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i>hq fraoon;: of tiVjO ■ f. I'. n *■'?<■*n re** trtctvfl. Uh *,<sr t’*-• > S^r. tr* .'>ct  ̂
n•*r>o. lr '•t vrj T>( the ''ov?rri' Art *v c*c-?d tv» 3°n< ■ ■ 1V-- it•■> r. *.ort <■»**« 

•>o Vr.vt 7;V.cn Peril rrnent r<? the 3<*n- tc cor n tr> thr--* for p lotr.t- 
"i- tin th* Kr t ion; 11 °t <•> Jrrvt' n ov r-'t v  1 lint-: .n».- iorl1** coul'5 v.p
'••iw of 'v - ’’’in • th. ' a *»••>: r, t <? *i« ro**er.t.-1J or of rot -•»»•' '-f t T>h.ieVi n o,'cir'-i 
;•) tvo-tv.ircip Jorit’* ol .joint r.ittln'- •'^fore It ooui ft h.-co~c Irv-, 
s i*» :Cr-nt ch.n in;, the Constitution q* jouth Africe. ’•‘•'h3on '■«© Act 
.pKor. it i l. tont irrnopci^*1$ for the iS’.jrooo. n vot-r. to re ■ov‘* the 
tior lipt- ro.-'. "■or er in rn election.

1^* Fro.d vith tho«o ^ni. le of v- c* r ri.••■•to r-ncl ^  tv P i^iro^pfn?
»-iil hr ve to cVo- si' h°t--(ann .lotrlr h: n °. : it’- «; - ' on— ] o r o .• rr, in 
the etruc-cic for ri h.tp for* ,• "p "co*?1 f‘ or su ■> '11 1< in io tVn
-.ifstp-' of ’f ito ‘vjorê 'ic cy of tv« Krtionr"' i^tr- undnr ' Vl.ch rv^n t.f- c 
.-'iron^fm .-r-1 no lon.y.'r •' pe»

) I ’-' irr)« in South Af rJ C; 1". not ■ r. c '.'1 or? - it in not ^
<-tt*u ■ •••"* e het-’e^n ,rhltf> . nd non—'‘hitc hot it is »,tv»u -•••i *3 f or *.
r1'-ht.« for f-*» i. 'iRiyjV, irr-opnectivs o' rrce f nd co"1 our, l.t t. n -1'

inpt tvr> inh.iimrn, unh-orr- bl© «vgtor of -o ■■-•tveid ; n-i • *h.itc 
-uv- r one ho ccoota the rrc ■'607 Ch«'rt«r 1® ••»slc ■>* ■* in th>-;■> teru ■ ©4 •'
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