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Í3IT 13 WERKLIK 'N  GENOSÊÍ VIR MY VROU BN MY OM VANAAND HIRR TEENWOORDIG T B J ^ S  MSP 
ÍIBRDIE HISTORIESE GELBENTHEID -  DIB AMPTELIKE BEGIN VAN !U KLUB. DIT IS  'N  BAIE 
BSLANGRIKE GELBENTHEID WANT JULLE SKEP 'N  DIENS AAN DIE GEMEENSKAP IN DIE 3UIDE VAN 
JOHANNESBURG.

IT 13 INDEED A PLEASURE FOR MY WIPE AND MB TO BE PRESENT ON THIS HISTORIC OCCASION -  
THE OFFICIAL COMMENCEMENT OF YOUR CLUB. IT 13 AN IMPORTANT OCCASION IN THAT YOU ARE 
CREATING A SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY IN THE SOUTH OF JOHANNESBURG.

IT IS  NOT SO VERY LONG AGO THAT THE JOHANNESBURG ROTaIY  CLUB WAS THE ONLY ONE IN THE 
CITY. NOW THERE ARE MANY CLUBS SERVING MANY SECTIONS OF THE COMMUNITY. ROTARY CLUBS 
CREATE A FELLOWSHIP AMONGST THEIR MEMBERS WHICH IS  -QUITE REMARKABLE, AND I  BELIEVE THAT 
THIS FELLOWSHIP IN SERVICE REALLY MAKES LIFE WORTH WHILE.

ROTARY'S PHILOSOPHY IS  NOT "WHAT CAN I  GET OUT OF ROTARY" BUT "WHAT CAN I  PUT IN" AND 
IT IS  THIS THAT BRINGS THE REAL REWARDS.

ON BEHALF OF THE CITY I  BRING GREETINGS AND GOOD WISHES. MAY YOUR CLUB GO FROM STRENGTH 
TO STRENGTH GREATLY ENRICHING THE LIVES OF YOUR MEMBERS BY SERVING THE COMMUNITY IN YOUR 
AREA. GOOD LUCK AND GOOD FELLOWSHIP TO YOU AND ROT ARLANS EVERYWHERE. YOU WILL BE LINKED 
IN SPIRIT WITH ROTARIANS THE WORLD OVER. IT GIVES ONE A GREAT SENSE OF COMRADESHIP KNOWING



• ?HAT WHEREVER YOU GO YOU WILL HAVE LINKS WITH LIKE-MINDED PEOPLE SERVING THE COMMUNITY 
?0 WHICH THEY BELONG. IUa < / w *

\m MAY YOU an EROMflaTREWnTE £Q STRENGTH. 'ACCEPT OUR GOOD WISHES AND M Y  YOU GO FRQM'aSTRENGTH TO



"A SKETCH 0? LIFE IN SOWETO” -  TALK BY THE MAYOR, 

COUNCILLOR PATRICK LEWIS, TO THE ROTARY CLUB, R03EE

FRIDAY. 5T5 DECEMBER 1969

To the South-West o f Johannesburg l i e s  Soweto, a  unique c ity  o f  25 square 

m iles, i t s  concertina name derived from the f i r s t  le t te r s  o f what we once knew as 

the South-Western Townships. What i s  i t  lik e  to l iv e  in  Soweto? I  would lik e , in  

th is  ta lk , to g ive you a glimpse of th is  c ity  which serves and ad jo ins our C ity .

Soweto i s  unique fo r  many reasons. I t  i s  an aston ish ing  achievement, th is  

home o f n early  h a lf  a m illio n  A fricans on what, 37 years ago, was empty ve ld . I t  i s  

a c ity  without in d u str ie s  and with a population which has to commute from 12 to 20 

m iles to work in  our White a reas . I t  íb  unique in  that i t  has only one landlord , 

the Johannesburg C ity  Council. Unique, too, in  that the land lord  subsid izes the 

tenants in  a hundred ways, in cu rrin g  in  the process a lo ss  o f  R 8 -m illion  in  the past 

16 years .

Many of the tenants have to be housed a t sub-economic ren ts . The landlord  

has to provide medical care and s o c ia l am enities. On th e ir  s ide , employers in  the 

White areas have given R32-m illion  to the Bantu Transport and Bantu Serv ices Levies  

which re sp ective ly  subsid ize  the workers' transport and the c ap ita l costs o f serv ices, 

thus rnaktrig i t  p ossib le  fo r  rents to be lowered.

A post-war Phoenix r isen  from the Squatter Camp ashes o f Shantytown and 

Moroka, our once a p p a llin g  b lo ts  o f crime, degradation and m isery, Soweto today has 

some 65,000 houses which accommodate 382,000 men, women and ch ild ren . There are a lso  

three Hostels fo r  15,000 men and one fo r  282 women. In  add ition , the Bantu R esettle 

ment Board houses 149,500 souls and has Hostel space fo r  10,500 men. The Sowetons are  

house-proud, the gardens trim  and neat.

Orlando, Dube, N a led i, Moroka, Chiawelo, Jabavu, Jabu lan i, Emdeni, Mapetla, Kofolo,

Zo lo , Zondi, P h ir i ,  Senaoane, Naletsane.

But a c ity  i s  not only suburbs and houses, b u i ld ings and b e e rh a lls , c lin ic s ,  

playgrounds and parks, necessary as these a re . A c ity  i s  people. F ir s t  and foremost 

i t  i s  people. Who are the people o f Soweto? Whence have they come? Which Native 

ve ld , fo re s ts , mountains and k raa ls  have they forsaken f o r  the hard g l i t t e r  of 

E -G o li , the C ity  o f  Gold, in  order to earn the cash they need? The Sowetons are many 

t r ib e s  w ith many backgrounds — the Xhosa from the Transkei, the Basuto from th e ii 

an cestra l h i l l s ,  the Shangaan from Portuguese East A fr ic a ,  the Bapedi from P ie ters burg 

the Tswana from the Western Transvaal, the Nyasa from Malawi, the Kashona and 

Mandabele from Rhodesia, the Zulu, the Swazi, Fingo, Pondo, Makwena, Barolong, 

Bakgatla, Venda and Griqua. Johannesburg is  the magnet fo r  them a l l .

The v i l la g e s  of Soweto have the m usical cadences o f an A frican  chant -
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I  know that no white person can g ive  a wholly true p ictu re  because he can 

speak only from hearsay . Nor can a White man r e f le c t  the innermost thoughts o f the 

people or o f  repercussions o f in t e r - r a c ia l  contacts on th e ir  everyday l i f e .  However, 

as one who has been in te rested  in  Race R elations fo r  more than 30 years, and has been 

in tim ate ly  concerned w ith  Bantu Adm inistration in  Johannesburg since 1957, I  sh a ll  

try  to t e l l  you what I  know o f the s itu a tio n .

A l l  these people from a l l  these t r ib e s  came to the c ity  to  work. Today 

many thousands o f them are Soweto bom  and know no other hone. They f i r s t  came here 

because land was lim ited  in  th e ir  ru ra l hemes, a g ricu ltu re  p rim itive . When crops 

f a i le d  they could not support th e ir  fam ilie s  nor pay taxes. Expanding in d u s tr ia l  

economy caused a demand f o r  th e ir  labour. They were a ttracted , a ls o , by education  

and medical se rv ices and the general b e tte r  l iv in g  conditions in  the towns.

At f i r s t  i t  was only the men who came. In 1900, o f  60,000 A frican s  here, 

there were 12 men to one woman. By 1927 we had 136,000 and the r a t io  was 6 - 1 .

In  1939 i t  was 3 - 1  and now i t  i s  approxim ately equal between men, women and ch ild ren .

In  the beginning the men worked fo r  short s p e lls ,  return ing  heme to re jo in  

th e ir  fam ilie s  and caning back again  when th e ir  funds ran out. How d iffe re n t  i s  the 

pattern  today! Now that the women fo lk  have moved to town th e ir  permanent heme i s  

Soweto.

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  enough fo r  a White ru r a l  dw e lle r to ad ju st to  the fa s t  pace 

o f the C ity . For the A fr ic a n  i t  means acceptance o f a t o t a l ly  new way o f l i f e .  The 

whole p ictu re  i s  o f s o c ia l upheaval on a vast sca le  w ith the sudden undermining o f 

age -o ld  behaviour patterns be fo re  a new so c ia l code has been evolved to rep lace the 

norms o f conduct which have been destroyed.

What an adaptation  to make! I  can only marvel a t  the re s il ie n c e , the good 

humour, the ph ilo soph ica l a tt itu d e , the good sense and patience o f the people in  

coping w ith  the s tra in s  and demands made on them.

How bew ildered they f e l t  in  th e ir  new surroundings! How d if fe re n t  the C ity  

from th e ir  tra n q u il ru r a l  haunts! How il l-e q u ip p e d  they were fo r  C ity  l i f e  with  

th e ir  t r i b a l  b e l ie f s  and tra in in g . Instead o f  the sun as th e ir  timepiece they now 

had to work to the in e la s t ic  and unsympathetic clock o f the WMte man. Instead o f  

working in  the warm fr ie n d ly  c ir c le  o f th e ir  c lan , they were now among strangers  

speaking w ith un fam ilia r tongues. And because they could not understand they were 

thought to be stup id . More than ever they needed k insh ip  but were now alone to make 

dec is ion s. Their food was d if fe re n t ,  th e ir  mealtimes, and the White man's medicine.

At home there was respect fo r  e ld e rs . The d a i ly  b a tt le  to secure a place on crowded 

tra in s  destroyed any a ttitu de  other than looking a f t e r  on ese lf.

They were on th e ir  own, fre e  from the re s tra in in g  m orality  o f the t r ib e .  In 

the c lan , in it ia t iv e  was not encouraged, and could lead to  jea lou sy . Now they were 

judged on th e ir  own m erits, and were expected to develop in d iv id u a lity .
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The m igratory worker, away from and lonely  without h is  k ith  and kin  and 

womenfolk, ditched t r ib a l  sanctions and re s tra in ts  -  fo r  a  man i s  a man and needed 

h is d es ire s  f u l f i l l e d .  So began the process which has caused a heart-rend ing  

d isrup tion  in  A frican  fam ily  l i f e .  One fe a rs  i t  w i l l  be a long process to rebu ild  

stab le  and secure fam ilie s .

How much o f the o r ig in a l cu lture remains? The b e l ie f s  o f the A frican , the 

concepts o f  k insh ip , the b e l i e f  in  ancestra l s p i r i t s ,  the b e l i e f  in  s ign s, in  omens 

good and bad, the b e l i e f  that one can be bewitched, that one can bewitch one 's enemy, 

the b e l i e f  in  the w itchdoctor's  occult powers, in  h is  medicines -  these and many 

others are  deeprooted and w i l l  be a part o f A frican  thi nking fo r  a long time to ccme.

The whole of Bantu t ra d it io n a l l i f e  i s  founded on a healthy reverence fo r  

ancestors who guard the l iv in g  and, in  return , the s p ir i t s  depend on the l iv in g  fo r  

sustenance. A survey has revealed  that the m ajority  of Sowetons s t i l l  p ractise  

ancestor worship. The t r i b a l  fam ily  embraced parents, grand-parents, uncles, aunts, 

cousins and th e ir  k in , a c lo se ly  woven en tity  ready to assume guardianship of children  

when a parent d ied. This exp la in s why A frican  workers ask to attend fun era ls  of 

seemingly so many " fa th e rs " and "b ro th ers"!

Lobolo is  s t i l l  p ractised  w ith payment in  cash rath er than in  c a t t le . The 

w itc h d o c to r ,s t i l l  f lo u r ish e s  but mostly in  a benign fash ion . In it ia t io n  r i t e s  and 

other customs which do not involve a d irect c lash  w ith western l i f e  s t i l l  su rvive, 

often  in  a m odified form.

The g reatest change i s  in  the near disappearance o f polygamy. But th is  has 

a lso  brought a problem. Many A frican s  be lieve  in  prolonged breast feed ing  with  

abstinence from sexual re la t io n s  during la c ta t io n . During th is  period the Urban man 

tends to fin d  sexual ou tle t outside the m arriage with re su lt in g  ille g it im a c y ,  

p ro stitu tion  and spread o f venereal d isease .

How wrong were those e a r ly  c r i t ic s  who condemned polygamy and interpreted  

lobo lo  as the purchase o f  the w ife  by the bridegroom. The tra n s fe r  o f c a tt le  fo r  

lobo lo  was a symbol of the a llia n c e  o f the clans and an assurance that i f  the husband 

died the clan  would care fo r  h is  w ife  and ch ild ren . There were no abandoned widows or 

orphans. In  ru ra l polygamous society  the women t i l l e d  the f i e ld s  and provided the 

meals. In the c it ie s  where they have to go out and work fo r  cash, who i s  l e f t  to 

look a f t e r  the children? Yet today in  Soweto the women p lay  an in c reas in g ly  important 

ro le ,  scrimp and scrape so that the ch ildren  can be educated, and gen era lly  are potent 

agents o f s t a b i l i t y .

In  the C ity the ever-p ress in g  problem is  to make ends meet. In  the ru ra l  

areas one shared what there was to share. In the C ity poverty i s  a nightmare 

e sp e c ia lly  fo r  the aged, the out-o f-w ork , the s ick , the deserted wives w ith a crop o f 

ch ildren  to tend. These days o f f u l l  employment and more adequate wages have helped  

enormously to re lie v e  hardship among many, but l i f e  i s  a constant s tru gg le , e sp ec ia lly  

i f  the men spend th e ir  wages on c lo thes, or gambling, o r at the Municipal beerh a lls  cr 

on th e ir  g i r l  fr ien d s  v i«^ m e asu rin g  up to th e ir  r e s p o n s ib i l it ie s  fo r  the fam ily  they 

helped to create.
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I  sa id  e a r l i e r  that because a worker could not understand the new languages 

he wa3 thought to be stup id . Who could have v isu a liz ed  30, even 10 years ago, the 

s k i l l s  that would be acquired by these country fo lk .  Who could have envisaged A frican  

matrons at Baragwanath H osp ita l c o n tro llin g  a s t a f f  o f  h igh ly -tra in ed  A frican  nurses. 

Who could have be lieved  that Municipal Treasury o f f i c i a l s  would be A fr ican s , that 

b u ild in g  contractors, h ouse -bu ilders , carpenters and plumbers would be Black? Who 

could have imagined e legant ow ner-bu ilt homes in  a m idd le -c lass Soweto suburb, or 

that a r t is t s  tra ined  in  our P o lly  S treet A rt Centre would ex h ib it  works in  London, 

P a ris  and New York? Who would have be lieved , not 10 but only 3 years ago, that making 

European liq u o r  a v a ila b le  to A frican s would not re su lt  in  an orgy o f  drunken terror?

Indeed th is  la s t  step has improved re la t io n s  between A frican s and the 

po lice  who no longer have to carry  out the hated liq u o r  r a id s . Unacceptable and 

unenforceable laws breed d isrespect fo r  the law. The complicated pass laws and in flu x  

contro l regu la tion s impinge on the desired  freedom o f movement o f most fam ilie s  in  one 

way or another. In the A frican  mind the n ic e t ie s  o f  the d iffe ren ce  between the makers 

o f the law and those who have to carry  i t  out are not recognized.

That a l l  i s  not w e ll ,  we know. You cannot have a so c ia l earthquake without 

somebody being hurt, and i t  w i l l  take time, patience and understanding to hea l the 

wounds caused by the destruction  o f one so c ia l order before another has developed to 

take i t s  p lace .

What have we t r ie d  to put in  the place o f t r i b a l  d isc ip lin e  and obedience? 

While the C hristian  Churches have many hundreds o f thousands o f  A fr ic an  adherents, 

C h ristian ity  i s  s t i l l  regarded by many as the White man's r e l ig io n  and therefore  

suspect. Was the behaviour o f the White man towards them, and h is laws, such as to 

create a des ire  to repose b e l i e f  in  the White man's God? Countless sep ara tis t  A frican  

Churches have sprung up ranging from a fa it h  c lo se ly  resem bling C h ris t ian ity  to those 

almost completely pagan. Among the more soph isticated , Church a f f i l i a t i o n  is  often a 

status symbol rath er than because o f inherent b e l i e f  backed by a standard o f conduct.

In Soweto today a c la ss  structure i s  emerging and a hopefu l sign  i s  that 

status is  a l l i e d  w ith  education and the degree of absorption  o f Western c iv i l iz a t io n .  

The b e tte r  educated inc lud ing  p ro fess ion a l people, teachers, shopkeepers, nurses, 

sen ior o f f i c i a l s  in  adm inistration , en terta in ers , tend to form the uppercrust. Income 

and s k i l l s  are important fa c to rs . Church, choral, fo o t b a l l  and school a ssociation s, 

Chambers o f Commerce and many other bodies cut r ig h t  across ethnic grouping and 

determine one 's associates and place in  the new soc ie ty . Unfortunately there are  

a lso  the C ity  s lic k e rs  and sp iv s , those who rape, rob and maim. The law -ab id ing  

c it iz e n  must be protected from the m olestation o f h is  fe llo w s .
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Modem Western so c ie ty  today i s  represented by a pyramid w ith a small 

wealthy upper c la ss  at the apex, a broad lay e r o f m idd le -c lass and a narrow stratum 

of the poor at the base. In  Soweto the pyramid has a narrow band o f middle c lass  

and a very  broad base o f the poor. The C ity 's  Non-European A f f a i r s  Department aims 

to  widen the centre stratum u n t i l  i t  resembles that of a modem Western soc iety .

The middle c la ss , a f t e r  a l l ,  has always been the stab le  element o f soc iety . The 

way to achieve th is  i s  to r e a l iz e ,  as the Department does, that housing alone i s  not 

enough. The so c ia l and emotional needs o f the people have to be met.

Let me sidestep  fo r  a moment into the problems o f  A frican  transport.

Because o f  the in a b i l i t y  o f the Railways to carry people at the times they would lik e  

to t ra v e l we have the worrying phenomenon o f some 170,000 workers r is in g  e a r ly  every 

working day to throng the crowded tra in s , only to repeat the same tortured  t ra v e l in  

the la te  afternoon. Large numbers leave home between 4.30 a.m. and 6 a.m. and return  

at 7 p.m. How exhausted they must be by the simple need ju s t  to get to work and 

home aga in . Many leave in  the mornings without food which must a f fe c t  th e ir  

productiv ity .

When you see thousands o f Sowetons pouring out o f a ra ilw ay  station  they 

are not ju s t  a fa c e le ss  m ultitude; each face in  the crowd i s  a person w ith  ordinary  

human needs which, e sp e c ia lly  i f  he i s  to ass im ilate  a new way o f l i f e ,  he must be 

helped to meet. So the Community Services Branch o f the Non-European A f fa i r s  Depart

ment has many sections and a c t iv it ie s  to cater fo r  the d if fe re n t  needs and in te rests  

o f the people and to help  them towards in tegra tion  in to  a w ell-form ed and d irected  

soc iety .

This Branch i s  responsib le  fo r  outdoor recrea tion , fo r  re h a b ilita t io n  and 

youth se rv ic e s , fo r  h o rt icu ltu re , fo r  so c ia l w e lfa re , c u ltu ra l a c t iv it ie s  and the 

cinema.

S o c ia l progress i s  im possible without proper health  and medical se rv ices . 

These the C ity  supp lies with general and sp ec ia l c l in ic s ,  an advisory fam ily health  

se rv ic e , in tensive  mass immunisation campaigns and the c a re fu l promotion o f ch ild  

hea lth .

I t  i s  a lso  the C ity 's  most earnest des ire  to combat crime in  Soweto so that 

the law -ab id in g  fo lk  can l iv e  there in  peace and secu rity . There i s  a fo rce  o f 500 

re s e rv is t s  drawn from among the people themselves and attached to the South A frican  

P o lic e , while the Council i s  a lso  modernising and extending i t s  own Municipal Po lice  

Branch which i s  more than SCO strong and operates a 24-hour secu rity  p a tro l.

The achievement of a sound society  demands re sp o n sb ility . This element 

has been found in  handsome measure in  the Urban Bantu Council which has replaced the 

old  Advisory Board system. I t  i s  heartening to see the enthusiasm with which the 

people have accepted the g rea te r re s p o n s ib i l it ie s  imposed con them through th e ir  own
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Council w ith  which the C ity  Council does i t s  utmost to co -operate. No measure 

a ffe c t in g  the people o f Soweto i s  ever considered without the p r io r  recommendation 

o f the Bantu Council which has repaid  th is  tru st in  splendid manner.

The urban d w e lle r has tra v e lle d  a long way on the path o f m ateria l progress. 

His standard o f l iv in g ,  h is  a b i l i t i e s ,  h is  outlook and that o f h is  c ity -b red  children  

are v a s t ly  d if fe re n t  from those o f yesteryear. What o f tomorrow? I  see fu rth er  

advance but care must be taken that these a b i l i t i e s  are given adequate ou tlets  so 

that a mood o f fru s t ra t io n  i s  not allowed to develop. I f  that can be done then I  

have confidence in  the fu tu re .

These, then, are the people o f Soweto -  the poor, the m id d le -c lass , the 

w e l l -o f f ,  the su p e rs t it io u s , the soph isticated , the t ra v e l worn, the weary, the 

s tru gg lin g , the su ccess fu l. These are  our workers, are they not, and to a great  

extent our re sp o n s ib ility ?  I  know I  do not have to ask Rotarians, with th e ir  s p ir i t  

o f se rv ice , to get to know and understand them and to help  them a l l  they can. On 

th e ir  contentment and achievement re s ts  part o f  our g lo ry  as a great C ity . I  have 

been p r iv ile g e d  to  see considerable improvements in  Soweto in  the r e la t iv e ly  short 

space o f  12 years. I f  we can maintain th is  ra te  o f p rogress, fu rth er great s tr id e s  w il! 

be made.
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