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1*̂ 3 Wiqpole Chambers,
75 Kruis Street, 

JOHANNESBURG,
3rd February 1931,

J.D. Kheinallt Jones, Esq.,
S.A. Institute of Race Relations, 

Council of Education,
WITWATERSRAND UNIVERSITY.

Bear Sir

VENEREAL DISEASES. NATIVES AND COLOURED PERSONS.
I am sending you herewith copy of a draft letter #iich 

it is proposed to send to the Secretary for Public Health 
in furtherance of the provision of treatment facilities for 
Venereal Diseases amongst Natives. Will you kindly oeiuse the 
draft letter and,if you concur, return same signed to me with 
as little delay as possible?

Yours sincerely 
L. ERASMUS ELLIS
Convener.



The Secretary for Public Health,
Union Bull clings.PRETORIA?

Sir,

VENEREAL DISEASES. NATIVES AND COLOURED PERSONS..
In connection with the treatment of Venereal Diseases 

amongst Native and Coloured Persons, you will recall that the 
subject was first brought to your notice by Dr. E.H. Cluver in 
his minute No. 702/13 of the 24th March 1930, and the minute to 
you of the Medical Officer of Health, Johannesburg, dated 9th 
April 1930. To the suggestions nade in these minutes you 
replied in your C.T.487 of 1st May 1930. Thereafter the 
Medical Officer of Health, Johannesburg, went more fully into 
the matter in his minute to you of 8th May 1930, to which you 
replied in your minute C.T.611 of 28th May 1930, and later in 
your No.175/93/9 of 18th July. In the latter minute you 
intimated that 1'the matter will be re-considered in connection 
"with the Estimates for the next financial year.11 Subse
quently, the City Council, on the advice of its Medical Officer 
of Health, adopted at its own expense, a modified scheme at a 
cost of £580 for its financial year 1930-31, for the provision 
of a venereal disease clinic for Native and Coloured females 
only at the Out-patient Department of the Johannesburg Non- 
European Hospital.

On 19th November, 1930, Dr. Erasmus Ellis of Johannes
burg, representing the Rotary Club, addressed you requesting 
the Minister to receive a deputation representative of various 
bodies, including the City Council, Medical Association of S.A. 
(B.M.A.), Rotary Club, etc., etc.. In reply to Dr.Ellis, the 
Acting Secretaiy replied on 24th November 1930, as follows:-

''I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 19th inst. addressed to Dr. Mitchell 
regarding the establishment of a Non-European Clinic 
lor venereal Diseases in Johannesburg, and to inform 
you that the Minister considers that a deputation

such -



’’such as suggested by you would not serve any ureful 
’’purpose at the present.
11 In view of the financial stringency at the moment no 
’’increase of expenditure can he contemplated.”

This decision on the part of the Government would 
appear to denote, viewed in terms of your Minute to the Medical 
Officer of Johannesburg dated 19th July 1930, that whilst the 
Government could not consider the proposed scheme for its 
financial year 1st April 1930 to 31st March 1931, it was pre
pared to re-consider the matter in connection with the Estimates 
for 1S31-32. Whilst it is not possible for the representatives 
of the different bodies interested to interview the Minister 
at Cape Town before the Estimates are framed, it is for that 
reason that they venture to ask you to bring again the question 
to the notice of the Minister.

The necessity of making proper provision for the early 
treatment in clinics and ejsewhere of Natives in Johannesburg 
suffering from Venereal Diseases in cosminicable form hardly 
requires to be stressed. A comprehensive scheme to achieve 
this object at a cost to Government of not more than £1200 p.a., 
has already been submitted to you by the-Medical Officer of 
Health, Johannesburg, and has received the approval of the 
City Council of Johannesburg. As representing various public 
bodies, we would, therefore, be very grateful if you would 
draw the attention of the Hon. The Minister to this very urgent 
matter, with the request that funds be placed on the Estimates 
for the complete carrying out during 1931-32 of the scheme 
already elaborated.

We have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servants,



(Health).
(Gesomtheid).
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Sir,
Treatment of Venereal Disease,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 3rd August, 1939 > and to 
state that,/a District Surgeon will treat free of 
charge both'Europeans and non-Europeans who are 
suffering from venereal disease and who are not 
easily in a position to pay for such treatment.
In actual practice, in so far as non-Europeans 
are concerned, it can be safely stated that the 
great majority, if not all, non-Europeans receive 
treatment free of charge.

In local authority areas where schemes for 
the treatment of this disease are in operation, 
in terms of section 66 of the Public Health Act, 
Ho. 36 of 1919, application for treatment should 
be made to the Medical Officer of Health of the 
local authority concerned, and the same principle 
regarding payment as stated in paragraph one 
above will apply here.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC HEALTH.

Senator the Hon. J.D. Rheinallt Jones, 
South African Institute of Race 

Relations (Incorporated), 
P.O. Box 97»

Johannesburg.



The Secretary for Health,
Union Department of Public Health, 
Union BuildInga.
U L S  ? JUi J U

DeaT Sir,
TR5IA,T?inSNT OF VSHEflm DI3S43S3

I shall b© grateful If you will Inform me If T)lstrict Surgeons are exnected to give free treatment to persons suffering from venereal 
diseases. 1 have received enquiries on this point and 
1 shall be glad to be placed in a position to give this information from time to time.

Yours faithfully,

JDRJ/PBO



Tho Secretary for Health,
Deiartaent of "*ublic Health,
P.O. i3ox 3QQ9 
9IUX70RXA.

Dear Sir,
At YJ2,uaaaa
I .-iii very jrataful to you for your 

letter of the l?th Instant Ho. 745/339/9 and for the 
information «rhioh you so kindly c.onv«y.

Yours faithfully,

JDia/MU
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