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kThis gr it People*to Congre■• is the culmination of lonG months of freedom 

campaigning by our people, united is purpose and in harmony*

ihe idea m i  bora at the ^ueerntowB annual conference of the African 

National Concrete, in December 1963, for tba resolution paasad there initiated 

•  aoating of tho four Congresses •  tho A.N.C*, tho South African Indian Congrees, 

tha South Afrloan Coloured Peoples* Organisation and the South Afriean Congress 

of Democrats - which launched the eapaign for a freedom assmbly of the people 

of South Africa,

These four bodies issued the Call "Let us Speak Together for. Freedom**

Read for the firat time hare in &Uptown, by Chief Luthuli, the words of the Call 

echoed throughout South Afrioa, and found an answering chord among the people 

on the land, in the factories, in the mines, among housewives, neachere and students.

The Congress of the People was launched after the harolc Dcfienoe Campaign, 

at a time when the people had been roueed to a new spirit of national pride and 

confidence, Every aet of the Nationalists, every new repression, has arouaed 

the people to ever greater anger, and^he Congress of the People campaign took

root and spread fast and furiously bacauee it is an expression of the need of 

the people for change, for struggle against tO!ay*s unjust order of things, and 

for freedom*

The National Aetion Counoil of the Congress of the People, which has directed

the oampelgn, waa aet up by the four Congreaaes, and it issued an invitation to 

all national bedlee to become oo-sponsors* Though there m s eome response to

this, the main political parties shewed by their refusal to co-sponsor that they 

were afraid of tho movement for real democracy among tho people* From some 

bodies there wms the suggestion that the Congress of the People should take the 

fom of a formal convention of political groups and thoir leaders* This has 

never been our idea of the Congress of the People* The Non-Furopean people 

have had enough of Indirect representation* Our eonoeption of the Freedom Charter 

is not an of the different programmes of different politieal groups, but a
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Charter of th. people,‘ for'tke people. based on the demand. ..n t  in directly by the 

people thens elves.

This Campaign . . .  to «ho» how th. people .a .  their om  future in freedom, and 

in t h ... month., .priding th. e^paign. di.cu..ing d » „ d . .  electing th.

people here forged t h « ..l T. .  int. .  mighti.r foro. for th. fr ..do . fight.

Ono. th. Freedom Call ha« been adopted, hog. prortncUl Congr... of th. People 

Conferences war. d i e d .  and prorinol.1 Aotion Council. , .t  up to conduct th. 

campaign in the provinces.

In thl. campaign b r t m . t~> and thr.a thou,and potad, haw b. . »  coll.otad by 

th. P*opl.. Over .  quarter million leaflet. ha™ been dl.trlbutod. organi..r. Sant 

out to th. rmaote.t comers of our lend. and at conntl... m eting, th. Congr... of 

the People has been brought close to the people.

Th. campaign w ,  l.unoh.d in aev.ral .ta g .., popui.ri.ing th. Congr... of th.

Peopl., foraulating and .ending in freedom demand,, end finally th. election . f  

delegates.

Our dele get.. .....b l e d  here ere not the .pdcm en * of only crgani.atlon. and 

group.. th.y have been elected fro. the factori.., from th. .t r ..t . and block, in the 

looetion. and town.hip., by « . l l  group, of hcu.e .ir e ., by fam  rju .tt .r ., by mln.r. 

_in their oompounde, by people gethering in large number, and .mail. Our diegate. 

assembled here .pert with the roioe of the people e r a s e r .  .ho h.™  taken p.rt in 

r ..l , democratic dirwt .L o tio n , and haw spok.n out th.ir d«and. from th.ir h „r t .,

Th. enthoritie. tried from the ont.et to oru.h thi. Muapeign. U a d .r . „ r .

banned, conferon... inreded by th. police. indlTiduel. intimidated. ..r e  planning

sedition they saidj

But n  her. been planning fre.dom, ami the campaign for the freedom charter 

gathered .trength. A . fa.t a . leid.r . .e ra  banned, ne. one. c .  foreard. Ihl. 

conference 1 . a tribute to the eplrit of det.min.tion in .11 of you, in th. fac. of 

intimidation and polio, terror, .nd a trihut. to th. young organiser. for freedom
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So eoianniBl irfcarrartion hat im iNdtd in ooalng ua« It Intimidation or 

tarror all! auaeeei4 Praa hara aa will go on to *ra* &r**tar * oh lor— onto le tha 

oaspalgn for oar futura in fraadwr, «« lnoerlba* la aar Fraadoa Chartar!

aaoaoooooaao



Collection Number: AD1812 
  

RECORDS RELATING TO THE 'TREASON TRIAL' (REGINA vs F. ADAMS AND OTHERS ON  
CHARGE OF HIGH TREASON, ETC.), 1956 1961  
 
TREASON TRIAL, 1956 1961 

 

  
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:- Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location:- Johannesburg 
©2012  

LEGAL NOTICES:  

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African 

copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published 
in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per 

page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the 

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is 
uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of the 

collection records and the information contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be 
accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand has not independently 

verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and 

excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of a private collection deposited with Historical Papers at The University of the 

Witwatersrand.
 


