
MEMORANDUM TO THE CHURCHES. 

March 1986.

INTRODUCTION:

The End Conscription Committee (ECC) is at present engaged in a nationally 
co-ordinated campaign focusing on the issue of alternative national service.
This campaign, "Working for a Just Peace," seeks to highlight the willingness 
of the members and supporters of the ECC to render genuine alternative national 
service in religious and welfare organisations.

The ECC Churches groups, comprising members of various denominations, see their 
role as addressing the church establishment concerning this issue. Through the 
Board of Religious Objection the government has attempted to co-opt criticism 
of military service by making available a non-military form of national service 
to religious pacifists. As most objectors prior to this legislation were Christ
ians and Jehovah Witnesses, some form of recognition to such objectors tended to 
placate the criticisms stemming from the churches. However, from the beginning 
it was apparent that the legislation was extremely limited and punitive.

At the time many of the churches did condemn the legislation as not going far 
enough in that it did not recognise non-pacifist and non-religious objectors. 
Moreover alternative service at present is a continuous six years in a government 
department usually at a private's salary. Those who do not qualify face exile or 
six years in gaol.

The churches, and those from the churches who are pacifists are in a privileged 
position in that they are seen by the government as having the legitimate right 
to object to service in the SADF. Others, who suffer the anguish of the same 
crisis of conscience because they regard the SADF as contributing to an intole
rably unjust situation, do not have this dubious privilege. It would therefore 
seem appropriate that the churches should reiterate the unacceptability of the 
present legislation on the basis of its exclusivity and punitive nature, and 
call on the government to make available genuine alternative service in religious 
and welfare organisations. This would contribute to the broad thrust of the ECC 
campaign. As the crisis and conflict in our land increases so does the crisis 
and anguish of fconscience of so many conscripts.

The following is a memorandum drawn up nationally by the churches sub-committee 
of the ECC, stating the demands of the present campaign and motivating the diffe
rent clauses. We urge you to take serious cognizance of these demands and press 
the government to take heed and alter the legislation accordingly.

1. OUR COUNTRY IS SINKING INTO A DEEPENING CIVIL CONFLICT. THE USE OF ARMY 
CONSCRIPTS IN THE TOWNSHIPS SHOWS HOW SERIOUS THE SITUATION IS.

Since October, 1984 SADF troops have been deployed in the townships - bringing 
young white youth into a position of tragic confrontation with township resi
dents. The distinction between the role of the police and that of the troops 
has been blurred. The situation is one of civil conflict, where on average 
2 people a day lose their lives due to the situation of 'unrest.' Moreover 
since the declaration of the state of emergency the powers of the security 
forces have been drastically increased. The 'border' conscripts are called 
upon to defend is no longer along the northern borders of our country, but in 
townships.
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2. TODAY SOUTH AFRICANS ARE FIGHTING FELLOW SOUTH AFRICANS IN THE TOWNSHIPS 
WHICH FURTHER INCREASES TENSION AND BITTERNESS IN OUR DIVIDED COUNTRY.
THIS MEANS THAT MANY CONSCRIPTS FACE A SERIOUS MORAL DILEMMA. FOR THIS 
REASON THEY SHOULD BE GIVEN THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE WHETHER TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE SADF OR NOT. THIS IS WHY WE CALL FOR AN END TO CONSCRIPTION.

The main-line English speaking churches have at various times asserted the 
right of individual conscience before God to decide whether or not to serve 
in the SADF. The legislation makes no such provisions for the right of 
individual conscience in that it is restricted to religious pacifists. These 
restrictions while ignoring the right of individual conscience on ethical 
and moral grounds, also ignore that there are two authentic Christian approaches 
to issues of violence and war. The legislation only recognizes one approach, 
namely pacifism, and ignores the criteria of the just war position in church 
teaching, which in the traditional position of all main-line churches. More
over the right to conscience presupposes an informed conscience and the church 
has frequently failed in its mission to provide the faithful with information 
enabling them to choose.

The church also has a ministry to secular and moral/ethical ̂ objectors .and their 
right to conscience must also be asserted. The SADF is contributing in no 
small way to the maintenance of the apartheid system. Apartheid has been 
condemned as a heresy by the churches. Therefore the churches clearly have a 
ministry to both assert and defend the individual's right to conscience - the 
right to choose.

3. IN THE INTERIM, OUR RIGHT TO CHOOSE WOULD BE RESPECTED IF THE GOVERNMENT 
ALLOWED FOR GENUINE ALTERNATIVE WAYS OF SERVING OUR COUNTRY.

THEREFORE WE CALL ON THE GOVERNMENT TO:

A. PROVIDE GENUINE ALTERNATIVE SERVICE TO ALL CONSCRIPTS WHO IN GOOD CONS
CIENCE OBJECT TO SERVICE IN THE SADF.

Genuine alternative service would be work which contributed to the well
being of the majority of South Africans. Moreover this work should not 
be contributing to the maintenance of the apartheid bureaucracy. Also it 
should be work which allows for the utilisation of the individual's skills, 
talents and creativity.

B. REDUCE THE LENGTH OF COMMUNITY SERVICE FROM A PUNITIVE SIX YEARS MAXIMUM 
TO A MAXIMUM OF FOUR YEARS.

7x0At present conscripts who serve in the SADF, serve a maximum of 400“ days 
Citizen Force duty after an initial two years of continuous national service. 
Those conscripts who do alternative service serve six continuous years. This 
is unnecessarily punitive, especially at such a formative time in a young 
person's life. Moreover, a private's salary for the full period of service 
seems unreasonable. The punitive nature of alternative service fails to 
respect the individual's right to conscience - one is punished for one's 
belief and for living out the demands of one’s integrity.

C. TO MAKE ALTERNATIVE SERVICE AVAILABLE IN RELIGIOUS AND WELFARE ORGANISATIONS. 
. This would broaden the possibilities of working for a just peace in our land.

Endorsed by:
Name:

Signature:
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Dear
Enclosed please find a proposal for the Alternative Service Campaign. 
This campaign is being proposed by the S.A.C.B.C. Peace and War 
sub-committee.

We would like you to discuss the following re. the campaign:
I.If your church will participate in the campaign.
2.If your church can provide any Jobs for objectors and if so if 

you could afford to pay the salaries.If not,a fund for salaries 
would be made available.

3.The election or nomination of a member of your church to sit on 
the Panel for Conscientious Objectors.

4.If you are willing to take part in the campaign,please could you 
elect or nominate a member/s to sit on an ecumenical body which 
will be responsible for further planning and co-ordination of the 
campaign.

The deadline for replies is

If you would like someone from the S.A.C.B.C. to come and spsak to 
your church assembly,please contact the Justiee and Peace Commission 
at Khanya House,and they will make the necessary arrangements for you.

Thanking You 
Yours in Christ



BACKGROUND TO THE ALTERNATIVE SERVICE CAMPAIGN: History of the Churches 
support for Conscientious Objectors.

The Churches in South Africa have for a long time been aware of the 
problems facing Conscientious Objectors re alternatives to the SADF. 
Since the early 70's the Churches have defended the right of C.O.'s 
to object to military service. In fact in 1974 the SACC adopted a 
resolution at its annual national conference calling on all its member 
Churches to :
" ..Challenge all their members to consider whether Christ's call to 
take up the cross and follow Him in identifting with the oppressed 
does not in our situation, involve becoming Conscientious Objectors."
Throughout the 70's and in the early 80's church support for objectors 
continued. In 1983 with the introduction of the Defence Amendment 
Act , which brought with it the Board for Religious Objection, the 
Churches launched new campaigns demanding the broadening of the 
parameters of the Board. The 1983 Methodist Conference resolution 
on the subject aptly represents the Churches' views on the matter: 
29.9.19; "The Conference while appreciating the work of the Naude 

Committee of the SADF and the positive aspects of the 
Defence Amendment Act of 1983, finds the new provisions 
for C.O.'s , taken as a whole, to be inadequate and calls 
for:

29.9.19.1;The recognition of ethical, moral.and philosophical 
objectors to warfare.

29.9.19.2;The recognition of the Just War Objecxor, whether or not 
his position involves a religious basis or a political 
assessment.

29.9.19.3:The composition of the examining Board for objectors in 
a less partial form.

29.9.19.4:An adequate discussion with the Churches to review these 
and other aspects of the Act.

Some groups like the S.A.C.B.C. went as far as refusing to let their 
members serve on the Board until such time as their demands were 
recognised.
In 1985 most of the Churches reiterated their demands re.the limit
ations of the Board For Religious Objection,alternative service 
and the system of conscription.These were presented to the Gelden- 
hys Commission in their joint paper supported by the S.A.C.C.,the 
Methodist Church of S.A.,the Presbyterian Church of S.A.,the Society 
of Friends(Quakers),the United Congregational Church of S.A. and 
the S.A.C.B.C.
A summary of the demands presented by all these Chuches to the 
Geldenhys Commission follows;
1.To make community service an option for every national serviceman.
2.The recognition of all objectors,i.e. moral,ethical,philosophical 

humanitarian and religious objectors.
3.The revision of the period of community service to the same length 

as military service.
4.The revision of the regulations relating to community service to 

provide for service in "...a recognised church,welfare,research, 
development or peace corps agency."

5.The broadening of the Board for Religious Objection.
Again as was revealed by the 1986 Defense White Paper,the evidence 
submitted by the Churches was completely ignored.
What we see happening is that the church.profoundly competent to 
pronounce to give advice on such issues,is being ignored.



The effects of the government decision to ignore the recommendations 
of the Churches is being felt by those young conscripts who in 
conscience refuse to participate in the S.A.D.F. and who fall outside 
the provisions of the Defense Ammendment Act.Often it is because of 
a deep faith and committment to justice that these young men find v 
themselves in their predicament.The options available to these people 
arej- :
1 .A life in exile.
2.A jail sentence of up to six years.
3.To go to the army against their will and beliefs.
We as the Churches of S.A. have a moral responsibility to these people 
and to the struggle for justice. As such we must continue to reiterate 
our calls for changes in the law.Yet this is no longer sufficient as 
the government remains deaf to our calls.We now need to find new ways 
of making ourselves heard and of standing by our demands.lt is in 
light of this need that the Alternate Service Campaign is being 
proposed.

WHAT IS THE ALTERNATE SERVICE CAMPAIGN?
In the last few years we have seen resistance to conscription into the 
S.A.D.F. growing.Several young men find themselves in a moral crisis 
re. participation in the S.A.D.F.This could be because they are pacifists 
due to religious convictions,or because they believe the war to be 
unjust.Whatever the reasons most of these young men have little alter
native . (i . e . except for universal religious pacifists)
Conscientious Objectors have long being part of the tradition of 
Christianity and the churches in S.A.The churches do not only recognise 
universal religious pacifists but rather all objectors of conscience.
As such,we have a responsibility towards all those young conscripts 
who find themselves unable to serve.We have made this demand to the
S.A. government on numerous occasions yet no moves have been made to 
provide for these young men.The time has come for us to stand witness 
to our demands and to provide alternative national service to these 
objectors either in our churches or in welfare institutions.This service 
should be the same length as national service.The volunteers would be 
paid the same wage as they receive in the S.A.D.F.,only this time the 
church would be paying them.By doing this the Churches would be reiter
ating their demands that;
I.Alternate service be maae available to all objectors.
2.It be for the same length as service in theS.A.D.F.
3.That objectors be allowed to do their community service in church or 

welfare organisations.
This would be the essence of the Alternate Service Campaign.
WHO WOULD THE CHURCHES BE ADDRESSING THEMSELVES TO IN THE CAMPAIGN.?
There are a number of conscripts who fall outside the classificaton 
of the Board for Religious Objection but who would regard themselves 
as objectors. The majority of these people while being opposed to 
service in the S.A.D.F. are willing to do an alternative form of 
national service which they regard as a genuine service to their 
community. This would be the primary target group that the Churches 
would be addressing themselvea to.
HOW WOULD WE GO ABOUT IMPLEMENTING THIS PROGRAM OF ALTERNATIVE SERVICE?
If the Churches agree to providing, alternative service to objectors 
falling outside the Defence Amendment Act some mechanism of clarifying 
the objectors motives and of placing the objector must be introduced.



It is. in light of this that a Panel for Conscientious Objectors is 
being suggested.This Panel should an ecumenical one,made up of rep
resentatives from the various churches as well as non-religious 
representatives.The Panel would be responsible for interviewing 
possible objectors in order to help clarify the objectors motivation 
and to ascertain;
I.Whether the objector falls into the Panels definition of an objector
2.If the objector needs to be placed in a church or welfare agency 

and for what period.
This information could then be passed onto a placements team who 
would find a place for the objector.This team could consist of some 
representatives frpm those churches and welfare organisations that 
are willing and able to employ objectors. I- r
Applications to the Panel should be made in writing and should include
1.Personal details of objector-age,dependents,work and situation 
with the S.A.D.F.
2.The nature of the applicants objection(e.g .moral,pacifist or just 

war)and the grounds for such objection.
Note that the terms of reference of the Panel should not include rec- 
commending that the applicant should serve in the S.A.D.F. or that he 
should apply to the Board for Religious Objection.

HOW WOULD WE INVOLVE THE WHOLE CHURCH IN THE CAMPAIGN.
There are 2 possible ways of gaining congregational involvement in 
the campaign.The first would be to publicise the stands of the indi
vidual objectors in our churches and to encourage support actions.
The second would be to ask for Peace Volunteers over a specific 
period.The volunteers would then take pare in various Peace Projects 
(similar to those conducted by the E.C.C.).The importance of this 
would b e ;
1.An active sign of solidarity with the objectors.
2,The display of a constructive action as oppose to the destructive 

actions of the S.A.D.F.
3vAn emphasis of our commitment to a genuine' national service.
TIMESPAN.
As the campaign is an important one and one which directly confronts 
the State with the churches demands,it ia important that the campaign 
as far as possible,has official church support and backing.In order 
to allow for this and the infrequency of official church body meetings 
it ie suggested that the campaign be seen as a one year project.This 
timespan does not however mean that we can sit back and wait for the 
next eight months.It is important to put as much effort as possible 
into the campaign from the start.
CONCLUSION.
Although the government has absolute power in the area of conscription 
it would be more loathed to act against the united initiative of all 
the churches.This coupled with wide public and international support 
might enable us to make our demands.



Dear Friends

Well by now you will all have received the second draft 
of the 'Alternative Service Pro g r a m m e 1 and have given us 
your comments. Those of you we did not hear from we presumed 
you did not have any serious objections with the draft. 
A finalised proposal has been written (see enclosed copy) 
and has been/or is being presented to the various church 
bodies for acceptance.

With this stage underway we need to plan how the programme 
will be administered. We thought this should be the focus 
of our next meeting on 4 November.

The areas we will be addressing and will want your ideas 
and comment on will be:

1. What structures should be set up to oversea and run 
the programme?

2 . How do we popularise or advertise the programme?

3. What projects or areas could volunteers be placed in:
a . inside S .A .
b. in one of the homelands
c. in neighbouring countries.

Please could you give these questions some thought.

See you on the 4th November.

Your in peace

The steering Committee 
(Sheena, Paul, Steve, Noelm Jacqui and Brain)
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