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ATTUCAN CBAX. GOMEKESS.

iVitn Annual S ..ju

Blemfortei* 2n.. April 1929.

-his Convention of the African national Connies rcprcr atin,” WwA#
Bantu people cf this Union desires to publicly ionounce '-he irar™txl#
Because racialistic,manifesto recently publiahe.l over the signature
of the prise Minister Go:oral J.B.M.Hertsog,tne Minister of JusMoe
Mr JeTielman.Rooa,and ht* Minister of the Interior the Rev,Ur.X».r.»
Malan for anu on behalf of the Nationalist Party now in power.In that
manifesto the Native people of thio Union aro described in oontevacu-
ous language xs ?s something evil and subversive of European civili-aad
sation;and an auth?’ - tivo appeal is being made to the racial passjons
of all white people to uniia In theix* suppression and so create
perpetuate strife anJ “riotion between white and blaok in the Utioa
of South Afrio&o
This Congress defies in the strongest possible langu/ ge that
the Blackman’s place in this Union should be one of inferiority and
down below that of several sections of the South African Community.
On the contrary Congress oontt uis that the Mining,the Agrio lltural
and other key industries whioh form the pillars ef white civilisation
in this Uhion are b&sedx upon the menu 1 labour ef the Bantu people_
and that the so-called "civilised labourj-repped and fostered as it
has been by all the wits and material ai the normand of the present
Government has failed to ohallenge the supremacy of the Blacfesas's <«
part in the praotioal development of the oivilisaf' *J- F
in whioh he claims to be a full partner.
Congress further declares that the Ban*
and an integral and insuperable part of t>
re entitled to all privilege,duties and
a gr&oious providence upoi t, hui a[l
That suc ﬁrivileges include tue rife
and determine their destiny as ell as Ur
own rulers.Such privileges inclw ol >
in common with other seotions of a Suuunity in the la~_
fathers.According to figures given in this extraordinary manifesto,
there are in this Union about three Natives to svexy white person,
hereas during the last century there were over ten Natives to evexy
whits person.How in the face of that oould the European be depioted
gs a drowning man,gasping for breath,oatohing at every straw and
threatened to be engulfed in a Kaffir Ooean? Perhaps the strongest
argument used in this manifesto in justification of its extraordinary
terms is a Quotation from the opening speech by the Governor of
Tangany ika wner. in an address to the legislative Counoil he said
"primarily eiya is an African territory,and His Majesty's Government
found it necessary to record its considered opinion that the interests
of the African Natives must be paramount,and that if and when those
interests and the interests of the immigrant raoes should conflict,
the former should prevail. The Minister whoa™ quoted that speech
must have known that a British Administrator just as eminent speaking
years ago in the name of her late Majesty Viotoria said,"As long as
the sun shines in the heavens Zululand shall be the property of the
Zulus......... and shall not be out up into farmsj" and they must have
known that the moment political administration with its terms of
trickery and ohioanexy'assumes the ascendanoy suoh declarations
become the merest platitudes beoause to-day,in Zululand and other
territories,the question under consideration is no longer the welfare
of the Native inhabitants but whether the Sugar and Cotton Plantati-
ons shall be owned by wealthy whites or lay poor whites. The late
Mr,Tengo-Jabavu,the best known Native patriot during the days of
gueen Viotoria and Paul Kruger,one day said,'the three B's of South
Africa are Briton,Boer and 2antu,afcd any movement calculated to set
one of them against another or to combine any two against the third,
I do not hesitate to oharaoterise as detrimental to the three. This
Jabavu formula is further ohrystalised by the seotions of the**
Native Administration Actprohibiting statements calculated to
arouse enmity betwedn the races,and this manifesto by urging a
combination* of all whites against the Blaoks amounts to a violation
of section 29 of that Act whose author is none other than the Premier
himsdIlf,One of the sgnatories of the manifesto.
This Conference,therefore,calls upon all Ifetive leaders to forth-
with start a campaign to educate the public on the danger of the

policy outlined in the manifesto and urges ail non-European voters
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