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POR T E L I Z A B E T H

An o v e r v i e w  of Port  E l i z a b e t h  E CC 's  p r o g r e s s  (1986- 198 8)

At the b e g i n n i n g  of this p e r i o d  P.E. ECC e m b a r k e d  on a s u c ­

ces sf ul "Work for a Just P e a c e "  campaign.

New and old membe rs;  a f f i l i a t e s  and r e s i d e n t s  of W a l m e r  

T o w n s h i p  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  to r e n o v a t e  a creche.

This p r o j e c t  was fol lo we d by the St ate  of E m e r g e n c y  w hi ch hit 

us hard l e a v i n g  us wi th  few s ki lle d ac ti v is ts . We were forced 

to w o r k  u n d er  ve r y tight s e c u r i t y  and r e c r u i t m e n t  h a p p e n e d  a 

slow pace.

R i g h t  fr om  the start we i d e n t i f i e d  E d u c a t i o n  & T r a i n i n g  to 

be the mo st  i m p o r t a n t  area of work for us. We b e ga n with a 

few a d - h o c  s e s s i o n s  ( i n v i t i n g  o u t si de  s p e a k e r s  to add re ss  us 

on the b r o a d e r  iss ues  of the stru ggl e) . We e v e n t u a l l y  e s t a b l i s h ­

ed an I n t e r n a l  E d u c a t i o n  s u b - c o m m i t t e e  to a dr e s s  this need.

Si nce the S tat e of E m e r g e n c y  our slow e m e r g e n c e  into the public 

eye b e g a n  a r o u n d  P h i l i p  W i l k i n s o n ' s  trial (we o r g a n i s e d  a serv ice  

for him  on the eve of his trial). The next m a j or  event was 

The "Where To, Wh a t Now" p ub l i c  m e e t i n g  h o s t e d  by the B la ck  

Sash. We were  i n v i t e d  to sp eak  and a n n o u n c e d  the p r o sp ec t of 

a fut ur e A l t e r n a t i v e  S e r v i c e  Project. We have also a dd r e s s e d  

the J u n i o r  City Co un ci l and o r g a n i s e d  a s e m i - p u b l i c  me e t i n g  

ar o un d I v a n  Toms.

N e a r  the end of 1987 we el e c t e d  a formal E x e c u t i v e  (as opposed 

to a loose, r o t a t i n g  c o nt ac t committ ee) .



R E P R E S S I O N

Be f or e the S t a t e  of E m e r g e n c y  a n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  were held 

for very  short periods. Bo gus p a m p h l e t s ,  v i s i t s  from s tr an ger s 

and t h r e a t e n i n g  t e l e p h o n e  calls are e x a m p l e s  of the St ate s t r a t ­

egy at that time.

The S t a te  of E m e r g e n c y  led to the d e t e n t i o n  of 10 of our few 

activ is ts.  R e m a i n i n g  key a c t i v i s t s  we r e in deep h i d i n g  and 

ot her m e m b e r s  w e r e  c o n s t a n t l y  o b s e r v e d  and foil owed.

1987 has se e n a n u m b e r  of b u r g l a r i e s  and f a ir l y  co ns ta nt  o b s e r ­

vation. It p r e s e n t l y  seems that M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  is h a n d l ­

ing us (as they are the ones m o s t  a f f e c t e d  by us). S m e ar  s t i c k ­

ers seem to be a f a v o u r i t e  p as t-t ime .

R E C R U I T M E N T

We hav e r e c r u i t e d  p eo p l e  at a slow pace and find it d i ff ic ul t 
to r ec r ui t on a mass basis due to a very  h o s t i l e  environm en t.
We have  in the past re cr u i t e d  m e m b e r s  t h r o u g h  H o u s e  M e e t i n g s  
i.e. I n d i v i d u a l s  att en d H o u s e  M e e t i n g s  w h e r e  they will fill 
in a r e c r u i t m e n t  form a f t e r w ar d s.  If a p e r s o n  is k e e n  to become 
act iv e 2/3 ECC m e m b e r s  will b r i e f  the p e r s o n  on i s s u e s ' l i k e  
secu rity, the s t r u c t u r e s  and p r e s e n t  is su es  u n d e r  di scussion. 
A l t h o u g h  we ha v e a solid m e t h o d  for r e c r u i t m e n t  we still need 
to sp eed  up the process.

A F F I L I A T E S
Y o u n g  P r o g r e s s i v e s  -

Be fo re  the S t a t e  of E m e r g e n c y  the Y o u n g  P r o g s  w o r k e d  join tly  
on the WJP projec t. A f t e r  J un e 1986 the Y o u n g  P r o gs  were  a 
bit w e a r y  to w o r k  wit h us a f t e r  the n u m b e r  of d e t e n t i o n s  e x p e r i ­
enced. We lost touch wi t h them q ui te a bit but have  re ce nt ly  
r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  links a f t er  a s k i n g  them to send a rep to our 
me eti ngs . T h e r e  is now mu c h p o t e n t i a l  for p o s s i b l e  joint p r o ­
jects in the future.

B l a c k  Sash -

In June 1986 the B l a c k  Sa sh  rep to ECC was also detained. We 
have only r e c e n t l y  r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  l ink s wi th  the o r g a n i s a t i o n  
(we ha ve  a new rep).



INTER.NAL E D U C A T I O N  S U B - C O M M I T T E E

As m e n t i o n e d  be f o r e  P.E. has p r i o r i t i z e d  E d u c a t i o n  & T r a i n i n g  

of a c ti vi st s to be the most  c ru cia l need.

In the past we h e l d  i r r e g u l a r  E d u c a t i o n a l  s e s s i o n s  w i t h  outside 

s p e a k e r s  giv in g input. At the b e g i n n i n g  of 1987 we es t a b l i s h e d  

a S u b - c o m m  to ad d r e s s  the need but u n f o r t u n a t e l y  ran into a 

few l o g i st ic al  and s t r u c t u r a l  pro bl ems . R e c e n t l y  h o w e v e r  the 

s u b - c o m m  pulled i t s e l f  t o g e t h e r  with new m o t i v a t e d  m e m b e r s  and 

drew up a very t h o r o u g h  p r o g r a m m e  c o v e r i n g  ar eas  like the b r o a d ­

er iss ue s of the s t r u g g l e  ( o u t s i d e  s p e a k e r s  wi l l give input) 

and s p e c i f i c  ECC and m i l i t a r y  rel a te d is s ue s (ECC a c t i v i s t s  

to do re se ar ch  for topics). A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  area is that 

of H o u s e  M e e t i n g s  - the I n t - E d  s u b - c o m m  is ta ki ng  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

for t r a i ni ng  GB m e m b e r s  to give i np ut  and h a n d l e  d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t ­

ions.

M ED IA S U B - C O M M I T T E E

This s u b - c o m m i t t e  ra rel y e m b a r k s  on l a r g e - s c a l e  pr ojects. It 

n o r m a l l y  meets w h e n  the need ar i se s e.g a p a m p h l e t  is needed 

for m e e t i n g  ar o un d P h i l i p  W i l k i n s o n .  In the past we have r e a l i s ­

ed the po ten ti al  for r e c r u i t i n g  p e o p l e  fr o m the Art School and 

w ou ld  like to i nv o l v e  art s t u d e n t s  in a local e x h i b i t i o n  f o c u s ­

sin g on the w a r  si tu at ion .

Items produced by the Media  Sub-comm i n c l u d e  s t i c k e r s ,  pamphlets ,  

i n v i t a t i o n s  and a d v e r t s .  (We have n ev e r  made any p o s t e r s ,  T- 

s h i r t s ,  banners  or badges etc .

C O N S C R I P T  F OC US

We had a workshop w i t h  a n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s e r  to look more deeply 

into  the  new concept  and were c o n v in c ed  that the change in  d i r e c t ­

ion was needed.  We d e c i de d  to i n c l u d e  i n t o  our E d u c a t i o n a l

p r o g r a m m e  s e s si on s to e d u c a t e  o ur se lv es  ab out  the .day-to-day 
ex per ie nc es  of the conscript.
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