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W ar claims the lives of more than 36 0  small children every day  
in Ango la  and Mozambique. Because the theatre for this w ar is 
Africa, and not Europe, such tragic loss of life has gone virtually 
unnoticed. Nearly all media attention has been focused on the 
violence and oppression within South Africa



itself, despite the Commonwealth Report's description of a 
"m ajor armed conflict spilling well beyond South Africa 's 
borders".

South Africa has concluded that the best w a y  to preserve 
minority rule is to fight a major w ar beyond its frontiers -  in the 
neighbouring front line states.

Frontline Southern Africa — ‘Destructive Engagem ent' 
examines the staggering effects of this w ar on these 
neighbouring countries -  Mozam bique, Zim babwe, Ango la  and 
Zam bia. The human cost of South A frica 's 'Total Strategy ' is 
almost incalculable; the economic costs run into tens of billions of 
US dollars.

Today, Mozam bique struggles to survive. The country has 
been terrorized and undermined by the M N R  (Mozam bique 
National Resistance), started by white Rhodesia and now 
openly supported by South Africa. The film allows the victims of 
this campaign of terror to tell their ow n stories.

4 0 0 ,0 00  lives have been lost in Mozambique, as a result of 
this war, half of them children under 5. Hundreds of thousands of 
people are displaced, within their ow n country. Driven from their 
land by the M N R , peasant farmers are prevented from planting 
and harvesting their crops. 4  million people are on the edge of 
starvation because of the destruction of food crops and transport 
capacity. Famine has become an effective weapon of war.



South A frica 's punitive power is economic as well a s military. 
Zim babwe, Zam bia and other landlocked states are forced to 
send much of their freight through South Africa, at an immense 
extra annual cost of US $ 3 00  million. 'Destructive Engagem ent' 
examines the reasons for this and travels the Beira corridor to



discover the efforts being made to re-open alternative routes to 
the sea.

The film explains w h y  it is crucial for the region that South 
Africa is not successful in its aim  to control, and how, along with 
Tanzania and M a law i, Z im babw e is heavily committed to 
supporting the Mozam bique Arm y. Zim babweans, both black 
and white, reveal more about the attacks on the farmers in 
Matabeleland.

Zambia, despite the fact that it has no borders with South 
Africa, has not been left alone. Apart from direct South African 
attack, Zam bia has the additional burden of an enormous 
refugee population from all over the region.

Ango la, like Mozambique, were left w ith a largely illiterate 
population in a country which had been systematically wrecked 
by the Portuguese. The film sees and hears from some of the 
victims, displaced people, the 20 ,000  limbless (victims of land 
mines) and commandantes of the Ango lan  army.

A ngo la  is subject to repeated invasion by South Africa 's 
Defence Forces, w ho  together w ith the United States, back the 
dissident UNITA forces, and consistently undermine the country. 
The estimated cost of the Ango lan  w ar since the M P L A  gained 
independence in 1975, is US $18 million.



‘Destructive Engagem ent' is a deeply m oving account which 
for the first time show s in detail the effects of South A frica 's 
policy in the Frontline Region. None of these countries has ever 
attempted to cross into South Africa, despite the years of 
aggression. Struggling to build new nations since independence, 
they have been forced to militarize.



Produced & Directed Toni Strasburg
Lighting Cam eram an Ivan Strasburg
Sound  Christian Wangler
Editor A lan  M ackay
Stills Photographs Keith Bernstein
M usic  Jonas G w an gw a

A  Scope Films Limited Production 
in association with Central TV  for Channel 4

Distribution Enquiries

Non Theatric Distribution All other Distribution

Scope Films Ltd Central Television
3/38 Canfield Gardens 35 Portman Sq
London N W 6 3LA  London W 1 A  2HZ

Tel: 01-624 5571 
01-328 2536

Tel: 01-486 6688



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collection Number: A3299  
Collection Name:    Hilda and Rusty BERNSTEIN Papers, 1931-2006  
 

 
PUBLISHER: 
 
Publisher:  Historical Papers Research Archive 
Collection Funder:  Bernstein family 
Location:  Johannesburg 

©2015 
 

 
LEGAL NOTICES: 

 
Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 
 
Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

 
People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, 
distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or 
omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website. 

 
This document is part of the Hilda and Rusty Bernstein Papers, held at the Historical Papers Research Archive, 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


