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Protest meeting against the threatened ban 
o f  the liberation paper ‘The Guardian ’

O u r C o m ra d e  R u th  F irs t was k illed  by a 
le t te r  b o m b  on  T u e sd a y , A ugust 1 7 th , 
in th e  o ff ice  o f  M o za m b iq u e’s C e n tre  fo r 
A frican  S tu d ie s . W ith h e r w ere th e  C e n tre ’s 
d i re c to r ,  A q u in o  de B rag an ca , a le c tu re r  a t  
th e  C en tre  B ridget O ’L au g h lin , an d  a v isiting  
A N C ac tiv is t Pallo  J o rd a n . All w e re  in ju re d . 
All w e re  v ic tim s o f  th e  sp aw n in g  S o u th  
A frican  s ta te  te rro rism , w h ich  is sp re ad in g  
like  a b lo o d -p o iso n  th ro u g h o u t  S o u th e rn  
A frica.

R u th ’s m u rd e r  is th e  la te s t  — b u t  su re ly  
n o t  th e  las t -  in th a t  lo n g  tra il o f  m u rd e r  
a n d  assa ssin a tio n  w h ich  S o u th  A frica  has 
m a d e  in to  i ts  firs t line  o f  d e fe n c e  o f  a p a r
th e id .  I t  is a  tra il w h ich  s tre tc h e s  from  
m u rd e rs  c a rrie d  o u t  in  S e c u r ity  Police 
es ta b lish m e n ts  lik e  th o s e  o f  B ab la S aloo jee  
an d  S te v e  B ik o , to  th o se  d o n e  in p riso n  
ce lls , like  N eil A g g e tt’s and^ T sh ifiw a  
M u o fh e’s ;  t o  a ssa ssin a tio n s  in  S o u th  A frica ’s 
s tre e ts , as w ith  law y e r G r if f i th s  M xenge, 
an d  assa ssin a tio n s  a b ro a d , as w ith  Jo e  

G q ab i in Z im b a b w e  an d  P e tru s  N z im a  an d  his

w ife  in S w a z ila n d ; a n d ' to  th e  s la u g h te r 
by  S o u th  A frican  m ilita ry  ‘kill an d  d e s t ro y ’ 
m iss ions a b r o a d , a t  M ato la , M o za m b iq u e , 
in  N a m ib ia , in s o u th e rn  A n g o la , and  in 
alleged ly  “ u n a u th o r is c d ” v e n tu re s  in to  
Z im b a b w e  an d  th e  S ey ch e lle s .

I t  is so m e tim e s  c la im e d  by a rm c h a ir  
p h ilo so p h e rs  th a t ,  in e v ita b ly , te rro rism  
b eg e ts  c o u n te r - te r ro r . P e rh a p s  so . T o  d a te , 
S o u th  A frican  e x p e rie n c e  is d i f fe re n t :  
th e  a c ts  o f  in d iv id u a l t e r r o r  a n d  assassina
tio n  have all b e e n  b y  o n e  s id e , all by  th e  
s ta te  ag a in st i t s  o p p o n e n ts ;  th e ir  o p p o n e n ts ,  
th o u g h  th e ir  f ig h tin g  w in g  U m k h o n to  
w e S izw c h av e  re p lie d  w ith o u t 
assa ssin a tio n s , c a r  b o m b s , le t te r  b o m b s  
o r m u rd e r , b u t  w ith  o p en  pa ra -m ilita ry  
assa u lts  o n  th e  • c e n tre s  o f  s ta te  p o w e r 
-  p o lice  s ta t io n s , a rm y  e s ta b lish m e n ts , 
d e fen ce  in d u s tr ie s  — fro m  w h ich  th e  
assa ssin a tio n s  a n d  assau lts  o n  n e ig h b o u rin g  
te r r i to r ie s  sp rin g .

T h e re  m ay  y e t  w ell c o m e  a tim e  w h e n  
th e  m u rd e rs  a n d  assa ssin a tio n s  o f  th e



o p p o n e n ts  o f  a p a rth e id  w ill p ro v o k e  sim ilar 
a ssa ssin a tio n s  o f  e s ta b lish m e n t p o litic ia n s , 
p o lic e  a n d  m ilita ry  ch ie fs . B u t th a t  tim e  
has  n o t  y e t  c o m e . T h is  is n o t  y e t  a t im e  fo r 
b lin d  re v en g e; i t  is still a t im e  o f  so rro w  
a n d  o f  an g e r fo r th o se  w h o  hav e b ee n  k ille d , 
o f  le a rn in g  fro m  th e ir  lives a n d  fro m  th e ir  
d e a th s  th e  w ay  to  a b e t te r  S o u th  A frican  
to m o rro w .

T h e  f irs t lesson  th a t  m u s t be le a rn t 
is u n d e r lin e d  b o ld  a n d  c le a r by  th e  killing  
o f  R u th  F ir s t. I t  is t h a t ,  fo r S o u th  A frican  
fig h te rs  ag a in st a p a r th e id ,  e te rn a l  vigilance 
is th e  p rice  o f  life  a s  w ell as o f ‘ lib e rty !  
T h e  d isease o f  a p a rth e id  te rro rism  is s p re a d 
in g  like  a m o r ta l  in fe c tio n  ev e ry w h e re ; 
an d  e v e ry w h e re  v ig ilance is th e  firs t esse n 
tia l  fo r  d e fe n c e .

T h e re  is to o  th e  le sso n  th a t  th e  a p a r
th e id  s ta te 's  a p p e t ite  fo r  te rro rism  and  
b ru ta l i ty  d o e s  n o t  d im in ish , b u t  grow s 
s tro n g e r w ith  ev e ry  se tb a c k  it su ffe rs . 
T h e re  w as a t im e , n o t  fa r  b ac k  in  re cen t 
h is to r y ,  w h e n  w h ite  su p re m a c y  w as m a in 
ta in e d  b y  a lo w -k e y ed  c o m b in a tio n  o f  w h ite  
p o litic a l p o w e r , o p e ra tin g  a c o d e  o f  
rep ressive  law s a n d  a reg im e o f  p e t ty  po lice 
b ru ta l i ty .  T h ro u g h  successive reg im es o f  
B o th a , H e rtz o g , S m u ts  an d  even M alan , 
th e  w h ite  s ta te  th u s  m a in ta in e d  a sem b lan c e  
o f  p ea ce  an d  o rd e r  w i th o u t  re co u rse  to  
assa ssin a tio n  o r  in s ti tu tio n a lise d  to r tu re .  
N o  lo n g er. W hite su p re m a c y  is u n d e r  
ch a llen g e fro m  th e  S o u th  A frican  peop le  
an d  th e ir  l ib e ra tio n  m o v e m e n t h e a d e d  by 
th e  A frican  N a tio n a l C ongress . In  a single 
g e n e ra tio n , th e  d e fe n c e  o f  th e  w h ite  s ta te  
has  passed  fro m  th e  lo w -k e y ed  o p p re ss io n  
th ro u g h  a sp a te  o f  ev e r m o re  d ra c o n ia n  
law s, to  th e  p re se n t a b ro g a tio n  o f  law  and  
th e  e n th ro n e m e n t  o f  to r tu re  a n d  m u rd e r .

A n d  still th e  o ld  e q u a t io n  o f  w h ite  
su p re m a c y  an d  b la c k  o p p re s s io n  can  n o t  
b e  k e p t in  e q u il ib r iu m . T h e re  will b e  m o re  
re so rt  to  v io len ce , an d  w o rse  b ru ta li ty  to  
c o m e . T h e  re ign  o f  t e r r o r  sp re ad s  b e y o n d  
S o u th  A fric a ’s f r o n tie rs  to  th e  p laces  w h e re  
l ib e ra tio n  figh ters have m o v e d  a b ro a d ; 
n o w  to  th o se  w h o  h a rb o u r  th e m ; a n d

fin ally  i f  th e  in c u rs io n s  in to  Z im b ab w e 
an d  th e  S eyche lle s are to  b e  u n d e r s to o d  -  
to  th e  su p p o rte rs  o f  th o se  w h o  s u p p o r t  
th e m .

I t  is n o t  necessary  to  ask  w hose  w as th e  
h a n d  th a t  p laced  th e  b o m b ?  W ho m a d e  and 
p o s te d  th e  le t te r  th a t  k illed  R u th  F irs t?  
W ho k id n a p p e d  th e  B u lgarian  e n g in e ers  
w o rk in g  to  d ev e lo p  M o z a m b iq u e ’s 
e c o n o m y ?  O r w h o  p laced  th e  d y n a m ite  
th a t  d e s tro y e d  a b rid g e  in A n g o la?  T e rro rism  
in S o u th e rn  A frica  is S o u th  A frican  
te rro rism ; it  is p re p a re d , p la n n e d , o rgan ised  
an d  paid  fo r fro m  P re to r ia , w h erev er it  
o c c u rs  a n d  w h o e v er se ts  th e  final fu se . T h is 
to o  is a  lesson  le a rn t  again fro m  R u th ’s 
d e a th , as it  h as  b ee n  fro m  m an y  th a t  have 
gone b e fo re .

B u t th e re  are lessons a lso  fro m  h e r  life 
a n d  h e r  l ife ’s w o rk . R u th  w as a C o m m u n is t, 
b o rn  o f  c o m m u n is t  p a re n ts  w h o  w ere 
am o n g s t th e  ea rlie s t m em b ers  o f  th e  P arty  
in  S o u th  A frica . T h e  m ain  th re a d  o f  her 
a d u lt life -  w h ich  d re w  to  h e r  th e  fierce 
e n m ity  o f  th e  S o u th  A frican  s ta te  and  
fin a lly  th e ir  d ec isio n  to  e lim in a te  her 
cam e fro m  t h a t  c o m m u n is t  m a tr ix . R u th ’s 
w o rk  fo r w h ich  sh e  will b e  lo n g  re m e m b ere d  
an d  w h o se  legacy  w ill re m a in  —u n ite d  tw o  
s id es  o f  S o u th  A frican  c o m m u n ism ; the 
o n e , to ta l  d e d ic a tio n  to  th e  cause o f  b lack  
lib e ra tio n  as an essen tia l p re p a ra tio n  fo r 
S o u th  A frican  so c ia lism ; th e  o th e r ,  a b e lie f  
in th e  ab ilitie s  o f  th e  o rd in a ry  p eo p le  to  
l ib e ra te  them selves w h e n  roused  to  c o lle c 
tive  d e c isio n  ta k in g  a n d  co llec tiv e  a c tio n . 
I f  th e  C o m m u n is t P a rty  was a sm all, 
spec ia lly  d e d ic a te d , sp ec ia lly  ac tiv e  d e ta tc h -  
m e n t o f  th e  p e o p le , i ts  fu n c tio n  w as n ev e r 
to  g o -it-a lo n e , b u t  to  serve as th e  k e rn e l, 
th e  ra ising  ag e n t o f  co llec tiv e  m ass a c tio n . 
T h e  im p o r ta n t  passages o f  R u th ’s life  
il lu s tra te  th e  p o in t  c o m p le te ly . , ,

C o n s id e r h e r  y ea rs  as th e  J o h a n n e sb u rg  
re p o r te r  fo r th e  w e ek ly  ‘G u a rd ia n ’. T he 
G u a rd ian  voice fo r th e  rad ical le f t  - fo r 
th e  C o m m u n is t P a rly , fo r th e  tra d e  u n io n s , 
a n d  fo r rad ical b lac k  n a tio n a lis ts . T h e  le f t 
fo u n d e d , f in a n c e d , w ro te  an d  finally  sold
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Comrade Ruth First at a protest meeting 
in London

th e  jo u rn a l  on  th e  c i ty  s tre e ts , m ak in g  o f  
it an o rg a n ise r o f  th e  m asses , a raising 
a g e n t. B etw een  th e  jo u rn a lis ts  a n d  th e  
w h o le  lib e ra tio n  m o v e m e n t th e re  w as a 
tw o -w ay  ex c h an g e : th e  jo u rn a l  b u il t  th e  
m o v e m e n t, a n d  th e  m o v e m e n t b u ilt th e  
jo u rn a l.

So to o  R u th ’s m o s t im p o r ta n t  an d  
m e m o ra b le  jo u rn a lis t ic  ex e rc ise  th e  
ex p o se  o f  th e  fa rm  la b o u r s ca n d a l, in 
w h ich  b lac k  pass-law  o ffe n d e rs  in th e

citie s  w ere b e in g  lite ra lly  so ld  o ff . fcee 
fo llo w in g  artic le  - e d )  T h e  B ethal farm  
la b o u r  sca n d a l w as m o re  th a n  a n ew s sco o p . 
It w as in fa c t  p a r t  o f  th e  w h o le  tw o-w ay  
e x c h an g e  b e tw e e n  th e  G u a rd ia n  an d  th e  
lib e ra tio n  m o v e m e n t, b eg u n  lo n g  b e fo re , 
c o n t in u e d  in th e  research  o f  th e  s to ry , 
an d  c a rr ie d  on  in to  th e  p o ta to e  b o y c o t t  
ca m p aig n  w h ich  w as its  a f te rm a th .

R u th ’s g re a te s t jo u n a lis tic  e x p o se  
trig g ered  th e  b o y c o t t  c a m p a ig n ; b u t  th e 27



b o y c o t t  c a m p a ig n  m ag n ified  th e  expose  
b e y o n d  a jo u rn a l is t ’s w ild est d re am s. It 
w as p e rh a p s  th e  m o s t p o w e rfu l i l lu s tra t io n  
o f  th e  sy m b io sis  b e tw e e n  h e r  ow n w o rk  
a n d  th e  m ass p e o p le ’s m o v e m e n t sw h ich  
c h a ra c te r is e d  all R u th ’s b est a n d  m o s t 
m e m o ra b le  ac tiv itie s .

It w as to  be seen  also  in h e r  e d ito r 
sh ip  o f  tjie  rad ica l l i te ra ry -p o litic a l review  
‘F ig h tin g  T a lk ’, in  th e  1950s. A gain a 
jo u rn a l  d i re c te d , f in a n c e d  a n d  c irc u la te d  
by  th e  m o v e m e n t;  in fo rm e d  b y  th e  c r itiq u e s  
a n d  o p in io n s  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t’s sp o k esm en  
a n d  th in k e rs , a n d  in  tu rn  in fo rm in g  and  
e d u c a tin g  a  n ew  g e n e ra tio n  o f  m o v e m e n t 
ac tiv is ts ; s p o n so rin g  th e  n ew  g e n e ra tio n  o f  
y o u n g  b lac k  w r ite r s  w h o  c o u ld  find  no  
o th e r  o u t le ts  in  w h ite  S o u th  A frica  fo r 
th e ir  ta le n ts  A lfred  H u tc h in so n , R ic h ard  
Rive a n d  o th e rs ;  w h o  in tu rn  h e lp e d  th e  
re m a rk a b le  m o v e o f  th e  b la c k  in te lleg en ts ia  
to w a rd s  th e  A N C  in th a t  p e r io d .

T h e  sy m b io s is  b e tw e en  R u th  an d  the 
m ass m o v e m e n t in th e  m u tu a l exchange 
in co llec tiv e  w o rk  led  a lso  to  th e  success 
o f  h e r p io n e e rin g  s tu d y  o f  S o u th  W est 
A frica  -  n o w  N a m ib ia  p u b lish e d  by 
P enguin  in 1 9 6 3 . H ere sh e  b ro u g h t an 
.acu te an a ly tic a l m in d  to  b e a r on a sy s te 
m a tic  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th a t  t ro u b le d  te rr i
to ry  n o t  fro m  th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  th e  
c o lo n is ts  a n d  im p eria l a d m in s tra to rs , b u t 
fro m  th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  th e  su b je c t  p eo p le . 
It w as a b o o k  deriv ed  m o re  fro m  close 
f ra te rn a l c o n ta c t  w ith  SW A PO  ac tiv is ts  
th a n  fro m  th e  a rch iv es . R u th ’s lin k s  w ith  
SW A PO  w e re  b u il t  on  h e r  c re d e n tia ls  as an 
a c tiv is t o f  th e  S o u th  A frican  l ib e ra tio n  
m o v e m e n t; th e n  p ro v id e d  th e  u n iq u e  u n d e r
s ta n d in g  a n d  in s ig h ts  in to  N a m ib ia ’s p e o p le ’s 
s tru g g le  w h ich  gave th e  b o o k  its  sig n if ican ce  
an d  s t re n g th . A n d , in c o n tin u in g  th e  p a t te r n  
o f  all R u th ’s w o rk , th e  b o o k  in tu rn  re 
in fo rc e d  th a t  s tru g g le , p ro v id in g  a c o m p re 
h en siv e  overv iew  a n d  an a ly sis  o f  N am ib ia .

F o r  th e  p e r io d  o f  h e r  life in ex ile  in 
B rita in  -  1 9 6 4  - 8 0 ,  th a t  close  in tim a te  

28  l in k  b e tw e e n  h e r  ow n w o rk  an d  th e  m ass

m o v e m e n t an d  m ass s truggles o f  th e  S o u th  
A frican  p eo p le  b ec am e s tre tc h e d , th e  
s y m b io tic  lin k s  o f  h e r  p o litic a l life 
a t te n u a te d . R em o te  fro m  th e  m ain  ce n tres  
o f  th e  S o u th  A frican  s tru g g le , c u t  o f f  by  
vast d is ta n ce  fro m  th e  daily  p ro c ess  o f  m ass 
d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  g ro w th , she d ev o te d  h e r 
fo rm id a b le  in te l le c t  a n d  co n s id e rab le  
energ ies to  th e  B ritish  a n ti-a p a rth e id  m o v e
m e n t an d  to  th e  A N C  m ission  in  B ritain .

B ut th e  p o w e rfu l im pu lse  was to  be 
re d isc o v ere d , a n d  to  asse rt i tse lf  an ew  in 
M o za m b iq u e , in M ap u to  on  w h a t was 
in te n d e d  to  be a “ te m p o ra ry ”  a ss ig n m en t 
to  th e  C en tre  fo r A frican  S tu d ie s . H ere 
sh e  fo u n d  again th a t  g rea t c a p a c ity  fo r 
tw o -w a y  in te rc h a n g e  a n d  m u tu a l  s tre n g th e n 
ing  b e tw e en  h e r  ow n spec ia l q u a litie s  an d  
th o se  o f  th e  m asses. In  th is ca se , it  w as n o  
lo n g er in  S o u th  A frica b u t in  M o za m b iq u e - 
n o t  w ith  th e  A N C b u t  w ith  F R E L IM O .

T h e  m o tiv e  sp rings  w ere th e  sam e — 
to  p ro v id e  a p eo p le  w ith  in fo rm a tio n  and  
s tre n g th s  to  enab le  it to  c a rry  th ro u g h  its 
ow n l ib e ra tio n , an d  pass fro m  th e  co lo n ia l 
h e r ita g e  to  th e  so c ia lis t fu tu re . In h e r 
w o rk  in th e  C en tre  o f  A frican  s tu d ie s , 
g u id in g  th e  research  an d  in v estig a tio n  v ital 
to  F re lim o ’s d ec isio n -m a k in g  o n  th e  tasks 
o f  th e  n ew  s ta te , all R u th ’s ex p e rien c es  
an d  skills c o m b in e d ; -  h e r  ac ad e m ic  skills 
as so cio lo g is t a n d  te a c h e r , h e r jo u rn a lis tic  
sk ills  as in v es tig a to r a n d  re sea rch er , h e r  
p o litic a l sk ills  as o rg an ise r an d  ra ising  
ag e n t fo r  th e  m asses. A £ain w as a tw o- 
w ay e x c h a n g e , so c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f  her 
life  R u th  a n d  th e  C en tre  fe ed in g  F re lim o  
w ith  th e  m a te r ia l fo r g ro w th ; F re lim o , 
a n d  its ac tiv is ts  a n d  i ts  m ass c o n ta c ts  
a m o n g s t th e  p eo p le  fe ed in g  th e  C en tre - 
w ith  th e  p e rso n n e l, th e  in sp ira tio n  and  
in c e n tiv e  fo r  its  g ro w th .

It is in th is p ro fo u n d  in ter-ch an g e 
b e tw e e n  h e r ow n  p o litic a l w o rk  an d  th e  
m ass m o v e m e n t o f  th e  p eo p le s  to w ard s  
socialism  th a t  R u th  m ad e  so deep  and  
im p o r ta n t  an im p ress , a n d  le f t so cru cia l 
an  ex a m p le  fo r o th e r  ac tiv is ts  in th e  m o v e
m e n t to  em u la te . It is th ro u g h  th is  in te r :



ch a n g e  th a t  a p a r t  o f  h e r  life  has been  
le f t  b e h in d , liv in g  a n d  g ro w in g  in  the 
p e o p le ’s m o v e m e n t, even  a f te r  th e  assassins 
hav e  d o n e  th e ir  w o rk . A n d  it is th ro u g h  
th is  legacy  she h as  le f t  b e h in d  h e r fo r th e  
w h o le  o f  o u r  m o v e m e n t th a t  th e  fin a l lesson  
m a y  be d ra w n  even  in  th e  tim e  fo r  m o u rn in g  
a n d  o f  so rro w , even  in th e  tim e  o f  an g er

I w a s s i tt in g  in m y  o ff ic e  a t  “ N ew  A ge” 
w h e n  in w a lk e d  an  ill c la d , g a u n t lo o k in g  
m a n . H e said  h e  h ad  a m essage to  co n v e y  
fro m  a fr ie n d  w h o  w as w o rk in g  on 
P o tg ie te r’s p o ta to  farm  in th e  H e id e lb erg  
d is tr ic t  o f  th e  T ransvaal.

1 q u ic k ly  u sh ered  h im  in to  R u th ’s 
e m p ty  o ff ic e  a n d  s ta r te d  fu r io u s ly  re p o r tin g  
th e  re m a rk a b le  s to ry  h e  h ad  to  te ll. I t 
tra n sp ire d  th a t  h e  h ad  m ira c u lo u s ly  esc ap ed  
f ro m  th e  fa rm  a n d  av o id ed  th e  m a n h u n t 
b y  jy in g  d o ggo  th ro u g h o u t  th e  d a y tim e  
an d  o n ly  m o v in g  a b o u t  a t n ig h t.

H a lf  w a y  th ro u g h  th e  in te rv ie w , R u th  
F irs t a p p e a re d  an d  im m e d ia te ly  to o k  over 
th e  s to ry .  It w as a h a r ro w in g  o n e . He to ld  
o f  s ta rv a tio n  a n d  o f  d e a th s  fro m  e x h a u s tio n  
a n d  w h ip p in g s o n  th e  fa rm ; o f  w o rk , b e n t

a n d  o f  loss. R u th ’s life h as  h e lp e d  to  b u ild  
a n d  th u s  to  leave b eh in d  h e r  a m o v e m e n t 
s t ro n g  in th e  c e r ta in ty  th a t ,  in th e  e n d  o f  
e n d s , it  is n o t  th e  assassins w h o  w ill d e s tro y  
o u r  m o v e m e n t, b u t  o u r  m o v e m e n t fo r  
p e o p le ’s freed o m  w h ich  will d e s tro y  th e  
assassins a n d  th e ir  b o m b s .

o ver fro m  sunrise to  su n se t in lo n g  row s, 
p ic k in g  u p  th e  p o ta to e s  w h ile  b e h in d  th em  
w e re  s ja m b o k -c a rry in g  “ b aa s  b o y s ” 
w h ip p in g  a n y o n e  w h o  s tra ig h te n e d  up  
th ro u g h  sh ee r e x h a u s tio n . All o f  th e se  slave 
w o rk e rs  h ad  b ee n  “ b o u g h t”  a t  th e  d e te n tio n  
c e n tre s  fo r  pass o ffe n c e s . Im m e d ia te ly  th e y  
arrived  a t  th e  fa rm , th e i r  c lo th in g  was 
c o n f isc a te d  a n d  th e y  w e re  issued  w ith  d u s ty  
hessian  sacks w h ich  b ec am e th e ir  o ffic ia l 
d ress fo r th e  w h o le  p e rio d  o f  th e ir  . 
e m p lo y m e n t.

We w ere h o rr if ie d  b y  th is  s to ry .  It 
see m e d  in c re d ib le  an d  u n re a l. B u t th e  
p u rp o se  o f  h is v is it, he sa id , w as to  in fo rm  
us a b o u t o n e  o f  th e  la b o u re rs  w h o  had  
given h im  th e  n a m e  an d  ad d ress  o f  h is w ife 
in  A lex a n d ra  to w n sh ip . He h a d  a lre a d y  29
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/
Our Comrade Ruth first was killed by a letter bomb on Tuesday,

August 1?th, in the office of MocambiqueTs Centre for African Studies.

Uith her were the Centre Js director, Aquino de Braganca, ofrer-of

tc lec tursr^ at the Centre^ Bridget O'Laughlin, and a visiting Ai\!C

activists- Pallo Jordan. All were injured. . . All were victims of the 
^  / { S V j U j L  / * -

spawning South African state terrorism/ spreading lika/telood-poispn

throughout Southern Africa.

Ruth's murder is the latest - but surely not the last - in that .

long -seeer*.' of murder and assassination which South Africa, has s«=fe:=:nT
/  f{" ^  ^  4 - * c h jC

tWtiflca^^its first line of defence of apartheid#/ which

stretches from tfrtfr murders carried out in Security Police establishments

like those of Eabla Saloojee ia and Steve Biko; to tho3e/in prison
i  ( 

cells like Neil Agoett^and Tshifiwa Muofhef-to those assassinated in

South Africa’s streets like lawyer Griffiths Hxenge, and t±ta&s? assassin-
|  o y i S

at#«f abroad/ liVe Doe Qabi in Zimbabwe, Abram Tiro in , and

Pe trus Nzima and his wife 3abo in Swaziland; and to x-h-oae slughtered 

by South African military 'kill and destroy’ missions abroad, i4s*?e 

Vgfafa at ^atola, F'ocambique, in Namibia, Southern Angola, and

allegedly"unauthorised” ventures into Mb Zimbabwe and the Seychelles.

It is sometimes claimed by armchair philosophers that,inevitably^ 

terrorism bcciets counter tnrror. ^erhaps so. To date, South Africa 

cte&ft not-d^r’iuiriitrrnte- fclut—pitinei-eia; the acts of i dividual terror and 

assassination have^beer^eTj) i^^ne^side, all by the state against its 

opponents; ito opponents, ŵ Mrh- their fighting wing Umkonto we Sizwe
/ t o f t  o v

has replied withr assassinations, car bombs, letter bombs murder 

but with open para-military assaults on the aotmi«flo of 3ot)bk-A£r^egn 

state power - police stations, army establishments, defence industries*=- 

from ufiarc the assassinations and assaults on neighbouring

territories spring.

There may yat well come a time when the the anc* ass"

assinatiotms of the opponents of apartheid will b>«— S w aged—bHrkh- 

similar assasssinations of of the establishment poiliticians, police and 

milltary^_chji^efs vuhro have initiated—Hrem. . Rut that time has not yet come* 

rethai^-feh^i a time for blind revenge/ -feteis is still a time of sorrow 

and of ange r for those who have been killed^ tffadi of learning from 

their lives and from their deaths the way to a better South African 

tomorrow.

ihe first lesson that must be laarnt W* is underlined

bold and clear by the killing of Ruth First is that, for South African 

fighters against apartheid, eternal vigilance is tha price of life as 

jail. as of libartyj The disease of apartheid terrorism is spreading 

like a mortal infection everywhere; and everywhere vigilance is
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the first essadntial for defence.

There .laosans -toa/̂ - che lesson* that the apartheid state’s

»as Tor terrorism and brutality does not diminish, but grows 

strongeruith every setback it suffers. There was a time, not ifo far 

back in recent history, when uhite supremacy was maintained by a lou- 

keyed combination of white political p o u t e r , a

code of repressive Isus and a regime of petty police brutality. Through

successive ra>jii(ies of Botha, Hertzog, Smuts and even r'ialan, the uhite 

state/maintained a semblance of peace and order without recourse to
C r v

assassination institutionfalispci torture. No longer. Ikx Uhite
supremacy a a mo under challenge from the South African people^ and thRii~

liberation mnvament headed by the African National Congress. In a

singlegeneretion. the defence of the uhite state has passed from wthfffc.
\flu)• 4 t k o m s  cf\ \a^rc 4e> pvtfc
n eu an oears J; □ _ be - a dla t atti _tatd-~t. -fco evcHP-more ’Tfrraconion leuo,—fe-e—the

ajjftlifcion of law and the enthronement of torturcjj and a# murder.

And still the old equation of uhite supremacy and black oppression

can ndt be kapt in equilibrium. There uill be more^/violence, ol*̂ X
a f f  & d t worse brutality to^come, The reign of terror jspreads

beyond South Africa’s frontiers to t. 1 ibera tion^^eTiave

moved abroad; tJ=e*n crountr4tio-̂fc=Mgfe harbour t*eooo e:f.tportet»ta ; and

finally - if the incursions Into Zimbabwe and the

Seychelles nr? to be un^orstood ^  to the supporters of/supportacesr. .

It is not necessary to ask whose was the hand that placed the bomb?

Uho madM and posted the letter that killed Ruth First? f a  W^o kidnapped

Bulgarian engineers working f ̂ r ^ k e develop«a*®£- P^ocambiqup’s economyf*

uho placed the dynamite that destroyed a brides .in Angola? Terrorism
.  y  f r - » t

in Southern Africa is Snuth African terrorism,;/ prepared, planned,
u O < ^ o

organised and paid for from Pretoria wherever it occurs and

sets the final "use. This too is a lesson learnt again from Ruth**

deatn* as Lttf htis been from many that have gone before.

But there are lessons nXSi&rKrm tn he- obee»»bc»d also from her life, 

and tfc her life1# uork. Ruth was a Communist, born of communist parents 

who were anongst the earliest members of the Party in South Africa. The 

main thread of her adult life - the thread dreu to her the fierce
c f e > e > S t c » - <

enmity of the South African state and finally their â err.;lnafci-cn to

-hgr— ^derviveCK̂ f ran fclnff .ffttM’niflHtgt ftouth Afrlran rst

dedic Jt ion ,t o the causey'of black liberation and of in^enrafc^on 

lationi^^libera^ion move^iei>t; and^npxt her
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eliminate? her - came from that communist matrix, Ruth's work ^% He
far utrich she will be long renembered and whose legacy uill 

r e m a i n t w o  sides of South African communism; the oriê ,

total dedication to the cajse of blsck liberation as an essentil

'pG tV  ' t i t ' - i South African socialism; the other, afc

point completely,

—f s ^ l ~ n £ —h q r  I in 1 u a r s __Lv __ s jLu4 i* r ,r i —f r ^ ^ e x o mp l ^ j — f m c a wg -bfre

belief^ n ^  h e abilitiies of the ordinary people to liberate themselves

tev& yih collective decision 'dak l ng and collective action. If the Commun

ist Party fas a small, specially dedicated, specially active detachment

of the people, its function was never to go-it-alonej but to serve as 
. e S l K e d u *  <a* a t $

flthe kerjnel, the r a i s M g  agent of sha ociopte^a action;r* Sb k b x b # Bax

WBsixiBsisjtissfc The important passages of Ruth’s life ill jstrete the

>n4-?f h ar _L^_siuu4i<rs-j;—f o r example ^
oob^nr^sr^rc^co^res^pr^en^ qg <£bie weekly ’Guardian1, The Guardian, 

-^oyrnglqfa was not a commercial publishing venture buta 

voice for the radical left - for the Communis tp^R«?5S ̂ "-§»rthe trade 

unions and for radical black nationalists. The left founded, financed, 

wrote and finally sold the journal on the city streets, making of

ji an organiser of fthe masses, a rafalsing agent. Between

jourfnalist^^a^fef^ end the ■>«■!itioel movemant there was a two-way exchange 

the journal built the movement, and the movement built thB jjurnal.

A So too Ruth's rr.G3t important and memorable journalistic
* « /  /

Jtb the n e w r  - the expose of the farm labour scandal, in which black

pass-lmj offenders in the citios were being literally sold off. / f y police
/ s S d  x *

and court officii If/ to fir iv w her white farinsjte»* especially potato farm a##, n*
f c *

fapJM the Bethel recionj -p&&&fr94BnQ held in orivate farm jails, beaten 

^2h^rt3^cia»^» to work in the fields, and beaten back again tn locked 

compounds at night. That story,hR*a»xx investiagecd and documented with 

all Ruth’s IS^^^afcSke intelligence and single-mindedness, became perhaps 

the most celebrated expose'’ in South African journalism. There have d ft
/  c a - w (  c J r  ( f W j x j

been many journaliatic ex poses in va*£±o**e places a»rJ fitferrvar^otas ti

times. But tjhia W w e  was something special.

tfettcnh. tFi*e drive and inspiration was Ruth’s,1'/its accomplishment

required the collective work of many people in the liberation movement, 

including fiiNC activist Doe Qabi who oenetrated into the farms and jails; 

h* ANC grand-old-man of the Bethal regio, Gert Sibande, whopersunded 

#ri"l f '' ■>:■■■ i - and farm lahouerers to, tiik. Dut ever: then, tFie 

scoop exz posura might, like so many newspaper scoops have beben a 

two-day wonder, tc be drowned out by tghe immediately following n e w e r  

j scoflp-sensetian. / /  /  /  ^  '
L /  Ruth end the/Guardi^n*3 Bethal potato scandal exposure was different
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frightened farm labouarers and shanghaied prisoners tc talk and make

sworn statempnt^of what had happened to them. Fven so, the story -

like so many/newspaper scoops might hav/e been ̂ s^wo-day wonder*

to be drowned out by the clamour of the next newspaner sensation.

But the Bethal farm labour «caridal was not. For it was more
/(f f a c F d ]  uIflr

than a mere neus scoop. / tjjo-way exchange between the. Guardian and
I  'p v U I  ,  C c ^ W ^ c J .  - A t

tha liberation movement begun/444 ^ g Le««arch-f thg story a«f»t-lrTtied
c a * v \ e d . o ^  t w J e  ^  r “ ' * V * > 5 r v '  <*"•*>  f e l J .  i & < s 4 e ? v - )

4** aftermath. ^ e  ANC launched a campaign for«^^j\|poycott >4’£^2&£ft£dfrf

- MThey are covered in blood" - which brought potato farmers

dealers almost to bankruptcy. The Guardian popularised tb^boycott, and

the national movement built the Guardian. I R u t h ’s

greatest .journalistic expose^kuiiixanti triggered the boycott campaign* &*<

the bovcott camoaign magnified the importance

» the ex pose^ beyond tke a journalist's wildest dreams. This was

perhaps the most powerful illustration of the symbiosis between her

LA/UhtH&^tfy work and the mass people’s movement whir:^. characterised

best and most memorable &&&&£, activities.
It itas to be seen aoain in her editorship of the radical

literary-political review ’Fighting Talk’, in the 1950’s. Again ajournal

d i r e c t e d ^ need and circulated by the movement, built by the movement

and/buildfaaPtVie movement! informed by the critiques .and opinions of
/  7  /  U -v  « * * *

tx&tofyldtt the movempnt’s soakesmen and thinkers, and/informing and educating

*  new generation of XMfr moevemn 14  'fa w n  activists; sponsor-
J&A

ing jk  new generation of young black writers who could find no other

outlets in white South Afir^ca ^or vt|ieir talents - Alfred Hutchinson,

Richard Rive and o t h e r s 9 p o n s o r £ g t f !  the remarkable move of the black

intelligentsia towards the ANC in that period.

T h e  s ymbio3is Ruth and the mass movement
U a  / f i U i o  W s  i L ,  c J /

tieseeecth mutual exchange in collective work led/s©, her pioneering

study pf. South Uest Africa - pow Namibia - published by enguin in 1953.
j t S f a .  / < P - «  Q * * - c t t i f c  C A * * J i m w U  (5

<^Ffore/fcy- the—rfgyfc time uac a systematic ex amination of that troubled 

territory not from the standpoint of the colonists and imperial adminis

trators, but from the standpoint of the subject people. It uas a book 

derived more from close fraternal contact#- with SUAP0„activists than » *n
/ u j C v c -  w o & ^ & t c & s .  « i * n « c i w u f

from/archives* feiasr links with S U A P O / o f - - hmr rî mhors.hip of. 

South Africas liberation movementr/prdvided the unique jXrwng-^tas and
/ ^ l v \ l «  Y > e c f ) * y£

which nave the book its significance and strength. And, ini. 

the continuing/pattern of/rfuth’s workp the booly in turn/gSrer**^ still 

developing Si'A^D the compr ohrmsive ovaraSij&t and analysis/^nich ̂ has^ 

helped develop the present generation of Namibian freedom fighters, now 

standing on the brink of liberation.

For the period of her life in ex ile in Britain - 1954 to 80,



Ruth fiva,

that close Jhfc&' intimate link betueen her own work and the mass movement

and mass struggles of the South African people became stretched, /^^vthe 

symbiotic links of her political life attenuated. Remote Prom the main 

centres of South Afr5can struggle, cut off by vest distance from tha 

daily process of mass development and growth, she dev^pted her Formidable 

int allect and considerable energies to the British anti-apartheid 

moBementa< Put the powerful ln:pul3e appeared taffi to have been lost.

It was to be rediscovered, and to assert itself anew in flocanbique^ *u, 

on what was intended * " t e m p o r a r y n assi3nmBn^ to the

C^ntrR for African Studieep/$££ ra-oatablishgd again that great caoacity
/ 1 W O - U X V - )  I

for ̂ interchange and mutual strengthening betueen her oun special 

qualities i&.&Mam* and the mass liberation movements- In this

case South African m  f^ocambiqan - not tha A!\IC but

Frelimo, But tha/sprinns were the same « to provide a people with

information and strengths W  wpBdo^T carry through its cun liberation 

jand pass, frqi; the colone l to the socialist f u tur e*/ To this task,

:al to Fralimof« decision making on
a k u L .  < i ( * d u 4  x & * * * - >  ^  
research ana. investigation vit

. 4 )  ,

iks/ all Ruth’s ex oariances anAte tasks/ sll Ruth’s ex parlances and skills combined - her academic s&OL 
qnarHTicatjtms as socialogist and teacher? her journalistic skills as 

investigator and vpeearcherj her political skills as orgeniser and raising
/ ( W i .  o  / ' 3 c>

agent for the masses. Again/ti» two-way exchange,/characteristic of her

life - Ruth and the Centre feeding Frrlimo uitli the- mater al for growth}

Fralimo and its activists and its mass contacts amongst the pecole feeding

the Centre with injtoiraizKByzBr^BwisESB^ZHBrizMixb the personnel,

inspiration and incentive for^jjts growth.

It is in thi;» profound exchange between her oun political work and

the mass movemp nt of the peoples towards socialism that Ruth tajfe made 
A & y p  o m  p y c i Z i C i

eo profound and important an impress, and s_o c^u^lal a l-trarf-vn for
trtoftfe* other ectivists in the movement to ffrr^theTnsBivee» It is

in this interchange that e part of her life has been left behind, living

and proulng In the panrU-’s mnvemanty f ™ "  %[*■&,
their work. And it is through thisfam th That the final lesson

W *  may be dravin wj&ks-cgytaiwfry wwd convlcfciran, even in the time for

mourning and of sorrow, even in time of anoBf a^d ̂ of ^Lgssj

thiyjiiptgrghangK ui-t.h. tr»*~ ̂ nr>nlo *« *dv««^nt ^fer o ugtit her liTe^
e u v J  < 4 U s O (  W e  l « u x  I q c C u ^ J  i o ^ y  c j .  i a / i o . ^ . r » 7 K  f 6 v c  C f C j s  e u J F

Xaf t bahind a. ^axitxjsf x Uk t x  living^  ̂ ouL-La^lnhaiii^a^ee"> vi n n h  

»Mp^ftdn that, in tha end of ends, its is not the bqjtfljaa which will destroy 

frha movement, but movement foj? peoples freedom w ich uill destroy

the as8ins and their boi.ibs.

L.B.
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