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C o n s i d e r  the f o l l o w i n g  two p ast ora l c o u n s e l l i n g  s i t u a t i o n s . 1

The first c o n c e r n s  St e v e n  L o u w 2 , a fo rm er  parabat, who told a m a g i s 
t r a t e’s court how his p e r c e p t i o n s  had tur ned  full ci r cl e  d u r i n g  three 
stints of m i l i t a r y  s er vi ce  in the t o w n s h i p s  f r o m  June 1984 to June 
1985. He s t ar t ed  with " p o s i t i v e  fee li n gs "  to war d the SADF. In a year 
of t o w n s h i p  duty he toured Tembisa, Uitenhage, A d e l a i d e  and Port E l i z a 
beth townships. Du r in g  this time he was told by his ma jor to "beat up 
blacks and to drop  t he m on the other side of the townships; he w i t 
nessed troops shoot stones at ve h ic le s and p e d e s t r i a n s  us ing ho mem ad e 
catapults, to try and provo ke  r e a c t i o n  against the SADF. He was once 
ord e re d to drive into a cr owd of c h u r c h  goers l e a v i n g  a chu rc h  b u i l d 
ing. As people scattered, he was o r d e r e d  to dr ive f r o m  left to right 
and tearg as was thrown. He was o r d e r e d  by the same ma jor  to "drive up 
and down to try and att rac t attention, while troops lay h id d e n  am ong 
the shacks. On one o c c a s i o n  a r e s id en t who waved a fist was beaten 
several times while he took snapshots'1. He left the ar my  in a state 
of mental turmoil, his initial view  of " p r o t e c t i n g  the peop les  of the 
c o u n t r y  ha v i n g  been s h a t t e r e d  by a host of vi ol en t incidents.

The sec on d is 1/ year oltl R i f l w m a n  Steenkamp, q uo t e d  as he reacts to 
his first sighl ol a dead en em y body, on the n o r t h e r n  N a m i b i a n  border: 4

"When you lo o k down  at the dead man, you think, it co ul d have

been me. B ein g a Christian, you feel i f s  a life lost but 
there a&ain it could have boon an i nno cen t life, a woman or a

child (that the te rro ri st  killed) becau se  they don't care 
w o they kill. They Kill their own people beca use  they  are 
b r a i n w a s h e d  by the communists. S o m e b o d y  has to do it. I ‘ ve

got people I love ut home «nd you are only  d o i ng  your duty.

Po te nti al  c o u n s e l l o r s  include parents, teachers, pa st or s and m i n i s 
ters, youth leaders, chaplain«, t h e o l o g i a n s  and o th er  le ad e rs  of the 
community, all of w h o m  )i»v« c nil act with troops before, d u r i n g  or after 
their service. Thus tne luous ib on I he m i n i s t r y  o f f e r e d  by the ch ur ch  
as a whole to m i l i t a r y  personnel, and not on i n d i v i d u a l  m i l i t a r y  c h a p 
lains.

2 " H o r r i f y i n g  T a U h  of /lo i.n .* ",  C i t y  P r e s s  ?*4 Ma y  1987; and "Ex- 
S o l d i e r  lells C o u r t  ol (»( de cs  I o Beal People", W e e k l y  Mail 15-21  Ma y  
1987

3 These were ha nd ed  to the court as evidence.
4 S u n d a y  T r i b u n e  22 F e b r u a r y  1981



are not f i g h t i n g  for the white skin in S o ut h  Africa, you 
are f i g h t i n g  for everybody. You are ta ken  from  school 
benches and e x p e c t e d  to kill People don't understand.
They  call you a racist. It's you or them".

We do not know it c h a p l a i n s  a c t u a l l y  did co un se l these y o u ng  men, but 
the s i t u a t i o n s  of these two are not untypical. What is the Gospel of 
Christ to Lou w and S t e e n k a m p  41 they w re stl e with their emo ti o ns ? How 
may the c h u r c h  - probably, iri this cane, a m i l i t a r y  c h a p l a i n  - best 
m i n i s t e r  to them?

Before a n s w e r i n g  these q utt s 1.1 on a , let ua a n a l y s e  the two si tu a t i o n s  
further. Both men are wrought up emotionally. Both kn o w that it is 
(usually) wrong to op p r « » n  an.l kill people, and so d o i n g  this they  feel 
an over poweri ru auntie ol *u»ll. and shame Th ey  deal with these guilt 
fe el ing s in d i f f e r e n t  waya. .‘iteenkamp deals with his guilt by r a t i o 
n a l i z i n g  his actions, s ay i n g  that the dead man "k i ll s his own people 
beca use  he is b r a i n w a s h e d  by the co mmu nis ts "; he copes with his e m o 
tions of r e v u l s i o n  at o b s e r v i n g  d e a t h  at close hand by i n s i s t i n g  that 
he is f i g h t i n g  "for e v e ry bo dy " - since he knows that to kill on behalf 
of the "w hit e skin  in S o u th  Africa" is w ron g for the Christian. In 
short, S t e e n k a m p  a c h i e v e s  e m o t i o n a l  e q u i l i b r i u m  by a c c e p t i n g  the m i l i 
tary  view that the SADF is d e f e n d i n g  all the peo pl e of So uth  Africa 
against t e r r o r i s t s  and communists.

Louw could not i n i t i a l l y  bring h i m s e l f  to b r ea k  with  the "macho",
"tough guy" image p r o m o t e d  by the army. However, the i n c i d e n t s  he o b 
se rved in Port E l i z a b e t h  h o r r i f i e d  him and c r e a t e d  doubt about the 
m o r a l i t y  of his and his colleagues' actions. Af ter  i n i t i a l l y  j u s t i f y i n g  
these actions, he ch a n g e d  his views and on l e a v i n g  the ar my  joi ned  the 
End C o n s c r i p t i o n  Campaign. Louw  a c h i e v e d  e m o t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y  by r e 
j e c t i n g  his fo r me r self t o g e t h e r  with the m i l i t a r y  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of the 
need to keep the to wn s h i p s  under control.

Most y o un g men, of course, do not have s t or ie s to tell as d r a m at ic  as 
these. N e v e r t h e l e s s  these two a c c o u n t s  set in high  re l ie f the d i lem mas  
f a c i n g  c h a p l a i n s  as th e y preach, o ff er the sacraments, counsel, and 
o t h e r w i s e  eng ag e in m i n i s t r y  in the m i l i t a r y  context. Even if most 
troops, and most chaplains, are not c o n f r o n t e d  wit h h e a r t - r e n d i n g  s i t u 
ations like this at present, it is l i k e l y  that t h e y  will in time to 
come as the c o n f l i c t s  in S ou th  Af ri ca  intensify. How might the ch u rc h 
and its c h a p l a i n s  respo nd?

There are three options, wh ich 1 uhall call the pro-milit ar y, the a n t i 
military, and the i mp ar ti al  options.

The P r o - M i l i t a r y  O p t i o n

The p r o - m i l i t a r y  o p t i o n  is to help people like S t e e n k a m p  and Louw to 
u n d e r s t a n d  that the c h u r c h  a c ce pt s that wars of de f e n c e  ag ai n st  u n p r o 
voked a g g r e s s i o n  are justified. C h r i s t i a n s  are not m o t i v a t e d  by greed 
or revenge when p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in war. T h e y  are m o t i v a t e d  by dut y to 
their co un t r y ' s  l e g i t i m a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  w hi ch is the o nl y i n s t i t u t i o n  
with the knowledge, the c o m p e t e n c e  and the legal right to de cide on



what form  of m i l i t a r y  p o l i c y  would best serve the i n t e r e s t s  of its c i t 
izens. The c h a p l a i n  co uld ad duc e B i b l i c a l  s u pp or t for this view: Jesus 
did not tell the R om an s o l d i e r s  to be c o n s c i e n t i o u s  objectors, but to 
be s a t i s f i e d  with their pay; Saint Paul uses m i l i t a r y  i m a g e r y  to d e 
scribe s pi ri t u a l  value (" the whole a rm o u r  of God"); when the I s r a el it es  
fo l lo w e d  God's c o m m a n d m e n t s  they  were r e w a r d e d  with  v i c t o r y  in war. 
Saint Paul urges the Roman C h r i s t i a n s  to be in s u b j e c t i o n  to the g o v 
e r n i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s  b ec auu u they are e s t a b l i s h e d  by God (Rom. 13; 1).

To the charge that the present war is i ri d e f e n c e  of apartheid, our h y 
p o th et ic al  c h a p l a i n  would re ply  that the SADF is d e f e n d i n g  South 
African s and N a m i b i a n s  aga ins t t er r o r i s t  g r o u p i n g s  b a n k r o l l e d  and armed 
by c om m u n i s t  superpowers. The SADF is a p o l i t i c a l l y  ne ut ra l sh ie l d b e 
hind which r e f o r m  ma y take place. The SADF is be t t e r  vi ewe d as the 
state, in which all the peo p le s of S o ut h  Af ri ca  have an interest, than 
as an arm of g o v e r n m e n t  with p o li ti ca l  objectives. Indeed, the SADF 
was the first state i n s t i t u t i o n  to deracialize. It is true that the 
black p o p u l a t i o n  of S o ut h Af rica has gen ui ne  grievances. The g o v e r n 
ment is d oi ng  *11 that c m  reattonabl y be e x p e c t e d  to e n c o u r a g e  bl ack  
development. It has brought ' coloureds' and Asi an s into  the central 
govern me nt t hr o u g h  the T n c a m e r a l  s y s t e m  and has plans for p o w e r - s h a r 
ing with blacks as well. U n f o r t u n a t e l y  there are ra di ca l and c om mu ni st 
e l eme nt s wh ic h are m a n i p u l a t i n g  the l e g i t i m a t e  g r i e v a n c e s  of blacks in 
order to cr eat e ch aos out of which, they hope, will arise the c la ss le ss  
society. It is ag ai ns t these e l e m e n t s  that the St ate of E m e r g e n c y  is 
aimed: not the bulk of the citizenry, who are well p le a se d with the 
E m e r g e n c y  since it al low s th e m to geL on with the b u s i ne ss  of li vi n g  
unhi ndered.

With this rationale, then, the c h a p l a i n  would p ro ce ed  to m i n i s t e r  s p i r 
it u a l l y  to the troops L'liaplai nu should, and do, prote st illeg al a c 
tions by troops when they occur, so they are not e n c o u r a g i n g  wanton 
killing. T he y of fer apiittual g u i d a n c e  and care o n l y  in or der to help 
so ld ier s to be m e n t a l l y  pre pa re d for their work. When R i f l e m a n  
S t e e n k a m p  and ot he rs  are d i s t u r b e d  by v i o l en ce  the c h a p l a i n s  remind 
t h e m  of their d u t y  to th*ir country, their m i l i t a r y  l ea der s and their 
f am ili es  and loved oima The < hnplain' a task  is a p o s i t i v e  one of e n 
c o u r a g e m e n t  of y o u ng  men who for p e r f e c t l y  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  reas ons  do 
not want to be in s i t u a t i o n s  oj ex t r e m e  d i s c o m f o r t  and danger. So runs 
the p r o - m i l i t a r y  c o u n s e l l i n g  strategy.

The A n t i - H i l i t a r y  O p t i o n

The a n t i - mi 1 i t a r y  o p t i o n  is to point out to troops like S t e e n k a m p  and 
Lou w that the SADF has c o m m a n d e e r e d  th em  into  f i g h t i n g  an unjust war, 
and that s p i r i t u a l  peace is not fo und  in r a t i o n a l i z i n g  their a ct ion s by 
b e l i e v i n g  the m i l i t a r y  p r o p a g a n d a  about c o m m u n i s t s  and the like. The 
on l y co urs e that could s a t i s f y  their c o n s c i e n c e  is to get out of the 
whole sinful s i t u a t i o n  immediately. T h e y  might try the o f f ic ia l c h a n 
nels by s e e k i n g  r e c o g n i t i o n  as c o n s c i e n t i o u s  objectors, or they  might 
object o u t ri g ht  and go to jail, or they might leave the country. C h a p 
lains who be l i e v e  the war is unjust are s p i r i t u a l l y  ob l i g e d  to c h a l 
lenge troops like Steenkamp, in as s y m p a t h e t i c  and gentle a way as p o s 



sible, to r e c o n s i d e r  their position; to leave t h e m  j u s t i f y i n g  the death 
of "the enemy" on the gro und s that the y are c o m m u n i s t s  would amount to 
gross pa sto ral  neglect. To pr ay  with them, o ffe r th em  the sacraments, 
and co mf or t th em  in n " n o n - e t h i c a  1M way, without c h a l l e n g i n g  their 
twisted moral a s s u m p t i o n s  would be to c o n t r i b u t e  d i r e c t l y  to m i l i t a r y  
e f f i c i e n c y  in an unjust war.

The c h a p l a i n  a d o p t i n g  an anti - mi 1 i t a r y  st anc e can, like the p r o - m i l i 
tary  chaplain, c l a i m  Biblical support. One sh ou l d not read the Bible 
selectively. To look at Romans 13: 1f on ly  is disin gen uo us:  the s u b s e 
quent verses read,

"For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behaviour, but 
ior evil, Do you want to have no I ear of a u t h o r i t y ?  Do what

is good, and you will have praise fro m the same; for it is a 
m i n i s t e r  ol God to you for good. Hut if you do what is evil, 
be afraid; for it dotta not beai thu aw ord for nothing; for it 

is a m i n i s t e r  of God, an a v e n g e r  who br ing s wrath upon the 
one who pr ac t i c e s  evil. T h e r e f o r e  it is n e c e s s a r y  to be in 
subjection, not on l y b ec au se  of wrath, but al so  for c o n 
science' sake. "

If, therefore, ru ler s become a "c a us e of fear for good behaviour", if 
they  cease to be " m i n i s t e r s  of God to you for good", then the C h r i s t i a n  
is no lo ng er  o b l i g e d  to be in s u b j e c t i o n  to them. A si mpl e exa mpl e 
will suffice. Franz Stangl, the K o m m a n d a n t  of the e x t e r m i n a t i o n  camp 
Treblinka, was c o n v i c t e d  in 1971 for c o l l a b o r a t i o n  in the d e a th  of 900 
000 men, women and children. 5 C o ul d a G e r m a n  s o l d i e r  b ei ng  told to 
drive Jews to the ovens reg ar d his K o m m a n d a n t  St a ng l as a " m i n i s t e r  to 
God for good"? S h o u l d  he s ub je ct  h i m s e l f  to S t a n g l’s a u t h o r i t y  "for 
conscience' sake"? H ea v e n  forbid.

The a n t i - m i l i t a r y  st anc e c o n c e d e s  that the SADF has not, and is not 
l i k e l y  to, kill six m i l l i o n  peo pl e as Hit ler  did. It stresses, h o w 
ever, that the SADF is o c c u p y i n g  a fo r e i g n  country, Namibia, where the 
S o ut h A f r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  is e n g a g e d  in i m p o s i n g  apartheid; and it is 
i n v o l v e d  in k e e p i n g  the t o w n s h i p s  in a state of siege. Blacks in South 
Af r ic a have no way  of e x e r c i s i n g  their p ol it ic al  a s p i r a t i o n s  other than 
th r o u g h  b a n t u s t a n  governments. These b a n t u s t a n s  o c c u p y  on l y 14% of the 
c o u n t r y ' s  land area, while blacks (that is, Africans) are 71% of the 
population. Most of th em  do not live in the Bantustans. Th e y st a y in 
"white" S o ut h Af r i c a n  cit ie s where they are r e g a r d e d  for po li t i c a l  p u r 
poses as foreigners. This is the basic i nj us ti ce  of apartheid, to which 
p o p u l a t i o n  regi st rat io n, group areas, s e p a r a t e  and i n f e r i o r  education, 
and fo rce d r e m o v a l s  are ancillary. De sp ite  its r e f o r m  stance since 
1983, the g o v e r n m e n t  has not w a ve re d fr om  the p o l i c y  of sep ar at e d e v e l 
opment and is in the process of g r a n t i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e  to KwaNdebele. In 
its i n s i s t e n c e  that g ro up  areas are to s t a y  it is e v i c t i n g  blacks from  
"white" Cape Tow n and elsewhere. It is f i r m l y  r e s i s t i n g  i n t e g r a t i o n  in 
schools. It has r e j e c t e d  the I n d a b a  plan for p o w e r - sharing.

s Sereny, G. , Int o That Darkness: F r o m  M e r c y  K i l l i n g  to Mass Mu rde r 
( N e w  York: McGraw-Hill, 1974)



The a n t i -mi 1 i t a r y  p o s i t i o n  f u r t h e r  notes that the g o v e r n m e n t  is r e s i s t 
ing n e g o t i a t i o n  with  bl ack  p o li ti ca l o r g a n i z a t i o n s  (e.g. UDF, ANC, PAC, 
AZAPO). Over the past twe nt y years it has s t e a d i l y  t i g h t e n e d  up the 
s e c u r i t y  legislation, c u l m i n a t i n g  in a State of E m e r g e n c y  which grants 
the police i n d e m n i t y  in almost any ac t i o n  that they d e e m  n e c e s s a r y  for 
the m a i n t e n a n c e  of "l aw  and order". The p ol it i c s  of p ea ce ful  protest 
are not working. It comes as no surprise, then, that bl acks in d e s p e r a 
tion turn to violence. Wh et h er  their v io le n c e  is j u s t i f i e d  is anoth er  
matter, but it is clear that they have r e s o r t e d  to vi ol e n c e  only  after 
ext r em e provocation.

Hence, a c c o r d i n g  to this perspective, the role of the SADF. It is b e 
ing used, on the bo r de r  and in the townships, to f o r e s t a l l  any impetus 
for the b r o a d e n i n g  of po li tic al  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  to blacks. As long as 
the g o v er nm e nt  can resort to the v a s t l y  s u p e r i o r  f i r e - p o w e r  of the SADF 
to m a i n t a i n  "l a w and order", there is no need for it to alter the n a 
ture of the white a u p r e m a c i s t  state. This is not to say  that violen ce 
against the g o v e r n m e n t  is justified, but o n l y  to st res s that the the 
SADF has become a n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n  for the m a i n t e n a n c e  of white rule 
and apartheid. Hence the ant 1 -mi 1 i ta ry  pa s to r' s be l i ef  that the SADF 
is not a sh ie ld  be hi nd  wh ich r e f o r m  ma y take place, but is the g o v e r n 
ment' s i n s t r u m e n t  to keep whites in a p o s i t i o n  of power and privilege.

Thus the SADF is no lo nge r a " m i n i s t e r  to God for good". Ch r i s t i a n s  
cannot subject t h e m s e l v e s  to the SADF "for conscience' sake". T h e r e 
fore on Bi bl ica l gro u nd s young man sh ou ld  re sis t c o n s c r i p t i o n  and c h a p 
lains sh ou ld  not make any c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the e f f i c i e n c y  of the SADF by 
g i vi n g  c re de n c e  to its propaganda. So runs the a n t i - m i l i t a r y  pasto ral  
c o u n s e l l i n g  strategy.

The I m p a r t i a l  O p t i o n

The i mp a r t i a l  o p t i o n  reo og n  i sittti the v a l i d i t y  of both the pro- and the 
anti-mi li ta ry  views, in t h m r  own time and place, but i ns i st s that the 
real s i t u a t i o n  in So ut h Africa is far too c o m p l e x  for these c l ea r- cu t 
perspectives. This is not the time for the c h u r c h  to take u n a m b ig uo us  
st and s for or a ga ins t the SADF. The c h u r c h  does not have the k n ow le dg e 
or the c o m p e t e n c e  to do so. The c h u r c h  is not c o m p o s e d  of p o l i t i c i a n s  
and would be rent apart if it were. Its m i n i s t e r s  are o r d i n a r y  c i t i 
zens s e e k i n g  on ly  to impart the Word of God to all those wi l l i n g  to r e 
ceive it. Besides, such  facts of the case as are a v a i l a b l e  suggest 
that n e i t h e r  the pro- nor the a n t i - m i l i t a r y  p o s i t i o n  is able to a c c o m 
mod ate  all the r e l e va nt  information. Both are s e l e c t i v e  in their f a c 
tual basis and i d e o l o g i c a l  in their t h e o r e t i c a l  basis.

For example, the p r o - m i l i t a r y  vi e w i gn ore s the fact that the go ve rn me nt  
has never s ta t e d  that it will s c ra p a p a r t h e i d  in the f o r m  of the P o p u 
l at i o n  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Act, the G r o up  Areas Act, the T r i c a m e r a l  pa rl ia me nt  
and the e x t e n s i o n  of the ' homelands' system; t h e r e f o r e  w h a t ev er  good 
the SADF is preserving, it is als o p r e s e r v i n g  the f o u n d a t i o n s  of 
apartheid, w h ic h to the C h r i s t i a n  are sinful.

The a n t i - m i l i t a r y  p o s i t i o n  i gn or es  the fact that the ANC uses met ho ds  
of t e r r o r i s m  w h ic h kill and m a i m  n o n c o m b a t a n t s  who are o f te n blacks.



It plays d ow n the i n f l u e n c e  that the C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  has over the ANC 
and the c o m m u n i s t  m o n e y  and arms that the ANC receives. Most u n c o m 
fortabl e for the anti-mi 1 1 tary view is that t h o u s a n d s  of blacks are 
p r e s e n t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  for v o l u n t a r y  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  each  year, and 
many have to be t ur n e d  down  for la c k of places.

With a m b i g u i t i e s  like these it is d o u bt fu l w he th er  the c h u r c h  could a s 
sume a p o s i t i o n  for or against. Even  if it did, the tasks of either 
r u b b e r - s t a m p i n g  or c o n f r o n t i n g  the m i l i t a r y  are best done by the 
c h u rc h' s el e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  not i n d i v i d u a l  pastors. The p a s to r' s role 
is to pr ea ch  Christ so that y o u n g  men are converted, to help them  u n 
d e r s t a n d  the Bible better, to c ou ns el  th e m on the p r o bl em s they face 
(p r ed omi na ntl y, at this age, r e l a t i n g  to sex, drugs and s e l f - d i s c i -  
pline), and to a d m i n i s t e r  the sacraments. This the pa st or  may do e i 
ther in the SADF or in the ANC* s m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s . 6 In the military, 
m i ni s t e r s  have a s p ec ia l role be ca use  of s o l d i e r s’ fears of death. 
Soldier s are more r e c e p t i v e  to m i n i s t r y  in com bat  and u r g e n t l y  need 
comfort and the a s s u r a n c e  that God is with them. The pa sto r also has a 
role in c o m f o r t i n g  the f a m i l y  and f ri end s of the fallen.

While p e r f o r m i n g  these e x a c t i n g  tasks it would be i n a p p r o p r i a t e  to e x 
pect C h r i s t i a n  m i n i s t e r s  to adopt a pol it i ca l  line in fa vo ur of one 
sol di er 's  vi e w and a g ai ns t another's. When a y o u n g  man has been called 
up (on pain of im pr is on me nt ) to de fe n d  his country, and is faced with 
the p o s s i b l i t y  of d e at h on patrol, it is an act of pa s to ra l be t ra ya l to 
instruct hi m that he is d o in g wrong. He has no ch oi ce  whatsoever, u n 
less he is so f o r t u n a t e  as to be a C h r i s t i a n  pa ci f i s t  - which is not 
the of fi ci al  t h e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n  of hia church. Ministers, as pastors 

fill of God' s flock, must not close their minds to the perso nal  a go ny 
and mental pain of their charges. Mi ni s t e r s  sh ou l d  s y m p a t h i z e  with the 
troops' p o s i t i o n  and help them  to find sol ace  in Ch ris t alone.

For p r e c i s e l y  the same reasons, m i n i s t e r s  s ho u l d  help  p ot en t i a l  c o n s c i 
entio us  o b j e c t o r s  in w h a t ev er  way th ey  can, by p o i n t i n g  the m to b i b l i 
cal and l i t e r a r y  sources, w r i t i n g  testi mo nia ls,  p e r s u a d i n g  the Of fi ce r 
C o m m a n d i n g  that the o b j e c t o r  is si n c e r e  (if this is the case), and if 
n e c e s s a r y  a p p e a r i n g  at t ho o b i u c t o r ' s  h e a r i n g  bef or e the m a g i s t r a t e ' s  
court or the Board for Helitjioua Objection, as the case may be.

The m i n i s t e r  is t h e r e f o r e  impartial, o f f e r i n g  R o g e r l a n - type n o n d i r e c 
tive cou nselling, both to the mass of o r d i n a r y  troops who do not th ink 
much about these things, and to the z ea lou s patriot, and to the doubt- 
cra ze d p o te nt ia l c o n s c i e n t i o u s  objector. Thus far the im pa rt ia l  posi- 
t i on.

E V A L U A T I O N

Each of these p o s i t i o n s  has s tr o n g  points. The s t r e n g t h  of the p r o 
m i l i t a r y  p o s i t i o n  is the logic that if the c h u r c h  b e l i ev es  the war to 
be just, it has a res p o n m  bi 1 11 y to uue its moral and s p i r i t u a l  i n f l u 
ence to c o n v i n c e  the c i t i x e n r y  that tins is so, and its mi ni s t e r s

4 The ANC in Lus aka  has an A n g l i c a n  chaplaincy, and S W A PO  has a 
L u t h e r a n  chaplaincy.



should help pr ep are  so ld ie r s m e n t a l l y  and spiritually. This is the 
p h i l o s o p h y  of " g e e o t e l i k e  w e e r b a a r h e i d " 7 p r o m o t e d  by the N.G. Kerk and 
the A f r i k a a n s - s p e a k i n g  chaplains. Inci den ta lly , this is the role that 
g o v er nm en t p o l i t i c i a n s  and the m i l i t a r y  it se lf  b el ie v e that the c h a p 
lains to be playing.* ( W h e t h e r  the c h a p l a i n s  of the E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  
ch u rc he s a c t u a l l y  pla y this role is of co ur se  a n o t h e r  matter. )

All three p os it io ns  c l a i m  Bi bl ic a l support. I shall argue now that 
this makes p e r f e c t l y  good sense for the first two positions. I shall 
also argue that it makes no aense for the third, but this arg um en t  is 
d e f er re d until l at er  in the paper. C o n a i d e r  the p r o - m i l i t a r y  position. 
If the g o v e r n m e n t  is b a s i c a l l y  good, then C h r i s t i a n s  have an o b l i g a t i o n  
to obey its laws. G i v en  the of fi ci al  p o s i t i o n  of all the En gl ish - 
s p e a k i n g  churches, i n c l u d i n g  the P r e s b y t e r i a n  church, that l e g it im at e 
rulers are a u t h o r i z e d  to wage war when this is fo und  to be just and 
n e c e s s a r y’, C h r i s t i a n s  are f ur th er  o b l i g e d  to o b e y  c a l l - u p  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
in a Just w a r 10 and the c h u r c h  i h m o r a l l y  o b l i g e d  to s up por t the war 
effort. Biblic al  supp ort  for this p o s i t i o n  may then  v a l i d l y  be c l ai me d 
fr o m Rom. 13: 1-4.

If h ow e ve r the g o v e r n m e n t  is b a s i c a l l y  bad, then C h r i s t i a n s  in terms of 
Rom. 13:1-4 and Rev. 13 are not o b l i g e d  to o b e y  all its laws. If such 
a g o v er nm en t wages an unjust war, the c h u r c h  is o b l i g e d  to opp os e it 
and in d i v i d u a l  C h r i s t i a n s  are o b l i g e d  to be c o n s c i e n t i o u s  objectors. 
Biblical s up por t m a y  v a l i d l y  be claimed.

The chief point of d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  the pro- and a n t i - m i l i t a r y  p o s i 
tions is not B i b l i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  or the q u a l i t y  of the intern al  
s p ir it ua l lives of their proponents. The basic d i s t i n c t i o n  is in their 
an a ly si s of the military, political, e c o n o m i c  and soc ia l position. 
H a v i n g  a d op te d one p a r t i c u l a r  st yle of analysis, the moral and t h e o l o g 
ical j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  follow.

The q u e s t i o n  that faces this conference, then, is not to se e k out this 
or that Bible text or t h e o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e  wh ic h will d i ct a te  - i r r e 
s p e ct iv e of the r e a l - l i f e  situation! - the c o nt en t of m i n i s t r y  to m i l i 
ta r y personnel. The q u e s t i o n  is in s t e a d  to find out what the r ea l- li fe  
s i t u a t i o n  is. Is the g o v e r n m e n t  r e f o r m i n g  with s u f f i c i e n t  speed or is

7 "S p i r i t u a l  p r e p a r e d n e s s "  or " s p i r i t u a l  b a t t l e - r e a d i  ness"
8 The M i n i s t e r  of D ef en ce  st at ed  that " R e l i g i o u s  p r e p a r e d n e s s  is ... of 
the utmost importance, and in this re gar d the Chaplains' S e rv ic e is 
pl a y i n g  a s i g n i f i c a n t  role in k e e p i n g  up the mo r al e of our troops" 
( H a n s a r d  22.4.1982, Col. 301(S)). The H a n d b o o k  for C h a p l a i n s  says that 
chaplains' periods are to be used, a m o n g  o the r things, to "p ro mo te  e s 
prit de corps in the SADF" ( p. 9); the o f f i c e r  c o m m a n d i n g  must "use the 
c h a p l a i n  as a me ans at his d i s p o s a l  for the r a i s i n g  of the morale of
hi s troops" ( p. 1 0) .

’ Artic le 37 of the T h i r t y - N i n e  Articles; Calvin, Institutes, Four, XX,
11 and 12; the 1689 B ap tis t Co nfession, r e p r i n t e d  in A F a it h to Confe ss  
( H a y w a r d s  Heath: C a r e y  Pubns. , 1975), p. 54; etc.
10 Subject, of course, to the r e q u i r e m e n t  that the law sho ul d gu ar ant ee  
f r e e d o m  of con science; thus a l t e r n a t i v e  n o n - m i l i t a r y  s er vi ce  sh ou ld  be 
a v ai l a b l e  for all c o n s c i e n t i o u s  objectors.



it not? Is a p a r t h e i d  dead or not? Does the m i l i t a r y  have a just cause 
or not? Is the m i l i t a r y  u s in g means that are c o m m e n s u r a t e  with the 
ends or is it r e s o r t i n g  to " o v e r k i l l " ?  Do the g o v e r n m e n t  and the m i l i 
tary e n j oy  the s up por t of the m a j o r i t y  of the c i t i z e n r y  or not? Are 
the ANC and other e x t r a - p a r l i a m e n t a r y  o p p o s i t i o n  m o v e m e n t s  b a s i c a l l y  
ca t s- p a w s  of M o s c o w  or are th ey  b a s i c a l l y  n a t i o n a l i s t  m o v e m e n t s  f i g h t 
ing for what they p e r ce iv e to be their rights? Is the g o v e r n m e n t  using 
its E m e r g e n c y  powers, the police and the m i l i t a r y  to fo re s t a l l  p o l i t i 
cal change or not? O n l y  when these q u e s t i o n s  are a n s w e r e d  to our s a t 
i s f a c t i o n  will it become clear what s ho u l d  be the co nt e nt  of m i n i s t r y  
to m i l i t a r y  personnel.

The I m p a r t i a l  P o s i t i o n

Before a n s w e r i n g  these questions, we turn to the " i m p a r ti al "  position. 
This p o s i t i o n  is open to three objections: (a) it c o n t a i n s  a f u n d a m e n 
tal con tr adi ct io n;  ( b) if e x p r e s s e d  o p e n l y  it would be silenced; and
C O  it is a f o r m  of p r i v a t i z e d  religion. These points are c o n s i d e r e d  in 
turn.

(a) On the one hand the moral a m b i g u i t i e s  are so great that these p a s 
tors find it i m p o s s i b l e  to s up po rt e it h e r  side and so the y limit their 
moral g u i d an ce  to issues of p ers ona l s p i r i t u a l  growth. On the other 
hand the pasto rs  are w i ll in g to of for  c o u n s e l l i n g  and comfort, under 
m i l i t a r y  auspices, to s o l d ie rs  in the S A D F . 1‘ Su c h c o u n s e l l i n g  and 
comfort puts the men in a be tt er  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  position. With their 
personal h a n g -u ps  so r te d  out the y are bet te r able to i n t e g r a t e  t h e m 
selves into the m i l i t a r y  system. T h e r e f o r e  this c o u n s e l l i n g  and c o m 
fort makes a di re ct  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to m i l i t a r y  efficiency. The pastors 
may c on si d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  to be impartial, but their a ct i on s belie this.
In the eyes of the troops, m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  and the wider ch ur c h  body 
they are partisan. Thus the i mp ar ti al  p o s i t i o n  is s e 1 f-co ntr ad ict ory .

C o n s i d e r  an example. At 6 a.m. the c h a p l a i n  is c al l e d  upon to read the 
Bible and say a p ra y e r  at the c o m p a n y  parade. C o m p a n y  pr a yer s that I 
have heard i n v a r i a b l y  in cl ud e pray ers  for the unit and its of fi ce rs  and 
s o me t i m e s  the D e fe nc e Force and the government. S u p p o s e  a patrol goes 
out to the t o w n s h i p s  where unrest is o c c u r r i n g  and af ter i n t e r m i t t e n t  
f i g h t i n g  r e s t o r e s  "order". One c ou ld not then exp ect  the s o l di er s to 
t h in k a n y t h i n g  o th er  than that the prayers s i g n i f y  that God is with 
them, that God a pp ro v e s  ' 1 Hence the con t ra di ct io n:  the c h a p l a i n s  may 
not t hi nk  of t h e m s e l v e s  as p ar ti s a n s  to the SAD F cause, but t hr ou gh  
their act io ns  the y turn out to bu partisan.

It is for re as on s like these that B a r t h * 3 points out that the c h a p 
la i n c y  is te m p t e d  to make ethics se r v i l e  to the r u l i n g  ideology:

Note that the same a r g u me nt  would a p p l y  to c h a p l a i n c y  on the other 
side.

12 The S o ut h A f r i c a n  Chaplains' S e r v i c e  ( SAChS) s l o g a n  is "In Hoc 
S ig no ( In This S i g n ) . Le gen d has it that when  E mp e r o r  C o n s t a n t i n e  was 
c o n v e r t e d  he s a w  the words "In this sign c on que r"  w r i t t e n  in the sky.

K. Barth, ( ed. D. Braun) Et h i c s  (Edinburgh: T. & T C l a r k  1981)
P. 158



" S e r v i l i t y  of this kind was what made the war t h e o l o g y  of all 
co u n t r i e s  in the lant war . . such  an a b h o r r e n t  phenomenon, a 

p h e n o m e n o n  i n c o m p a t i b l e  far worse fr om  an et h i c a l  s ta n d p o i n t  
than a 11 the arming, s h o o t i n g  and killing, b e ca us e by this 
s e r v i l i t y  the ca use of ethics, at least as C h r i s t i a n  ethics, 
was p u b l i c l y  b e t r a y e d  in such  a s c a n d a l o u s  fashion. E t h i 
c a l l y  the most d a n g e r o u s  f o r m  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  is not then 
that of s er v i c e  in the i n f a n t r y  ... but u n d o u b t e d l y  that of 
the Chaplains' Service, b e ca us e this is the place where it is

u n c a n n i l y  e a s y  to b e t r a y  the cause of et hi cs  p u b l i c l y  and to 
pr o mot e that evil i d e o l o g y  i n s t e a d  of e t hi ca l r e f l e c t i o n . . . "

C o n si de r a fu r t h e r  example. The patrol r et urn s to camp b r i n g i n g  with 
it a dead body. Wh e t h e r  it is a S wa po  g u e r r i l l a  in n o r t h e r n  Namibia, 
as in the case of R i f l e m a n  Steenkamp, or a y o u th  f r o m  a S o ut h A fr ic an  
to w ns h i p  is immaterial. The tr oop s are d e e p l y  disturbed, never ha v in g 
seen as h e a r t - r e n d i n g  a sight before. What does the c h a p l a i n  say about 
the de ath  as he tries to c a l m  the men? If he says, in effect, "Poor 
guy, what a pity he got i n v o l v e d  in c o m m u n i s m / t e r r o r i s m / s t o n e - t h r o w -  
ing/unrest. . . " then  he has j u s t i f i e d  the m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  and is not i m 
partial but pro-military. If he says, in effect, "It's a p a r t h e i d  that 
drove h i m  to revolt, this k i l l i n g  s ho u l d  stop, the g o v e r n m e n t  sh oul d 
negotiate. . . " the n he has c o n d e m n e d  the m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  and is not i m 
partial but a n t i - mi 1 itary. It is a puzzle what a g e n u i n e l y  imp ar t ia l 
pastor might say. When faced with a death, w he th er  one of one' s own 
men or one of the enemy, one has to r e s p o n d  with a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of 
some kind or other. One's heart cries out for some kind of moral c o n 
clusion, in o rde r to place this enormity, this tragedy, in some c o m 
partme nt  of one' s moral framework. In the u n l i k e l y  event that the p a s 
tor tries to skirt the issue by g e t t i n g  on with a Bi b li ca l text, or 
s p e a k i n g  or p r a y i n g  on other matters, that too puts hi m into the p r o 
m i l i t a r y  camp, for to be silent about a k i l l i n g  is to c on do ne  it. How, 
in such a situation, co uld one p o s s i b l y  be i m p a r t i a l ?  It is be yon d my 
i m a g i n i n g  that a pas tor  would say, "Th er e are so m a n y  moral a m b i g u i t i e s  
in this whole b u s in e ss  that I don't kn o w if you k il l e d  this man j u s t i 
fi a b l y  or not ..." One s i m p l y  can no t c o n s i g n  t r a g e d i e s  of this m a g n i 
tude to a moral and s p i r i t u a l  void.

On the issues that r e a l l y  count, therefore, it a p p e a r s  that there is no 
such  t h in g as an i mp ar ti al  chaplain. One can be pro-mi 1 itary; one can 
be a n t i - mi 1 1 1ary and be th r ow n out immediately; but i m p a r t i a l i t y  is i m 
possible. One s u s p e c t s  that moat m i n i s t r y  e x e r c i s e d  under m i l i t a r y  
a u s pi ce s ib t a c i t l y  s u p p o r t i v e  of the military.

The s o l d ie rs  might be ex c u s e d  for t h i n k i n g  that these pa st or s support 
the military. M i l i t a r y  c h a p l a i n s  the world over wear m i l i t a r y  u n i 
f o r m s . 14 In most c h a p l a i n c i e s  they wear rank. In the SADF, National 
S e rv ic e c h a p l a i n s  have the (visible) rank of t w o - p i p  lieutenant, C i t i 
zen Force and Pe r ma n e n t  Force c h a p l a i n s  have the p r o t oc o l rank  of

44 Even the West G e r m a n  m i l i t a r y  c h a p l a i n c y  wh ic h for h i s t o r i c a l  r e a 
sons is fu r t h e r  d i s t a n c e d  from  the m i l i t a r y  than are ot her c h a p l a i n 
cies, re qu ir es  c h a p l a i n s  to wear s p e c i f i e d  o v e r a l l s  on manoeuvres.



colonel, and the s e c r e t a r i a t  of the S o u th  A f r i c a n  Chaplains' Ser vic e 
( SAChS) have the (visible) ra nk  of col on e l to general. S o l d ie rs  have 
to salute and stand to a t t e n t i o n  before c h a p l a i n s  as they do to all o f 
ficers. C h a p l a i n s  un d e r g o  s e c u r i t y  c l e a r a n c e  procedures. T he y are 
paid by the military, r e c e i v i n g  not even a s t i p e n d  f r o m  the church.
Th ey  have chaplains' confu re tic« s , the m in ut es  of w h i ch  are not made 
av a i l a b l e  to the c h u r c h e s . 15

These facts are not a d d u c e d  in o r de r to d e m o n s t r a t e  guilt by a s s o c i a 
tion, which is a conc ept  fo r e i g n  to W es t e r n  legal systems. The p r o b l e m  
is not that the c h a p l a i n s  are a s s o c i a t e d  with the m i l i t a r y  in some way 
or other (all of us are associated, in some way or other, with all 
kinds of o r g a n iz at io ns ),  but that the kind of a s s o c i a t i o n  that the m i l 
i ta ry re qu ir es  of its c h a p l a i n s  ( 1 ) i n d i c a t e s  that th e y  are in support 
of the m i l i t a r y  and (ii) places th em  under the co n t r o l  of the m i l i t a r y  
in st ea d of the c on tr ol  of the church.

(i) fo ll ow s f r o m  the s e c u r i t y  c l e a r a n c e  requirement. It is u n l i k e l y  
that people who are g e n u i n e l y  im pa rt i al  wo uld be a p p o i n t e d  to the p o s i 
tion of p er ma n e n t  force chaplain. ( n )  follo ws  f r o m  the total f i n a n 
cial d e p e n d e n c e  of the c h a p l a i n  upon the military, wh ich  puts the m i l i 
tary in a pow er f ul  p o s i t i o n  to i n f l u e n c e  the c h a p l a i n ' s  views, and from 
the fact that c h a p l a i n c y  i n  n o r m a l l y  a c ar e e r  option, wh ich  means that 
c ha pl ai ns  are i s o l a t e d  fr o m the wider c h u r c h  and are more i n f l u e n c e d  by 
other m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  with w h o m  they mix,

( b) The se con d d i f f i c u l t y  with the i mp ar t i a l  p o s i t i o n  is that it has to 
r em a i n  covert. If these pastors were to state their p o s i t i o n  clearly, 
n a m e l y  that the moral a m b i g u i t i e s  on both sides are so s er iou s that 
th e y cannot s u pp or t either, th ey  wo uld be d i s m i s s e d  by the military.
No armed force can af f o r d  to have e l e m e n t s  in its midst wh ich q u e s t i o n  
its legitimacy. What a rm ed  fo rce s need is e it h e r  s u pp or t for the 
cause, or s i l en ce  about the ch ief  moral and p o l i t i c a l  iss ues  r e g a r d i n g  
the cause. D i s c u s s i o n  l e a d i n g  to moral a m b i g u i t i e s  would raise doubts 
in the minds of s o l d i e r s  who are d e s p e r a t e l y  s e e k i n g  a b s o l u t e  as su r a n c e  
that what th e y are d o i n g  is right - for l a c k i n g  su ch  total as su ra nc e 
th e y would not have the c o n v i c t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  to make the s up rem e s a c r i 
fice. Even if it were pos si bl e to be impartial, one would never be 
able to "come clean" about one's convictions.

T h e r e f o r e  the i m p a r t i a l  p o s i t i o n  is open to the same o b j e c t i o n  as the 
a n t i - m i l i t a r y  position: that once e n u n c i a t e d  clearly, the m i l i t a r y  
would silen ce it. R e g a r d i n g  the f u n d a m e n t a l  e t hi ca l question, "Is all 
this j u s t i f i e d  or not?", these c h a p l a i n s  would have to r em a i n  silent. 
This leads on to the th ird objection.

13 In 1979 a chaplains' c o n f e r e n c e  was ca l l e d  by the C h a p l a i n - G e n e r a l  
to disc us s the " on s l a u g h t "  on Na t io na l S e rv ic e by c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c 
tors. The a ut h o r  wrote r e p e a t e d l y  to the C h a p l a i n - G e n e r a l  for the m i n 
utes and was c u r t l y  i n f o r m e d  to "cease" the 1 ett e r - wr i 1 1 ng "forthwith". 
Con t ra st  this with the o p e n n e s s  of the Me th o d i s t  C h a p l a i n c y  Co n n e x i o n a l  
Committee, w h ic h s u p p l i e d  co p ie s of all its m i nu t es  witho ut demur.



(c) If c h a p l a i n s  c on fi ne  their m e s s a g e  and their c o u n s e l l i n g  to issues 
of person al  s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h  they have p r i v a t i z e d  their religion. They 
have said in effect that their faith, and the Bible, and their t h e o l 
ogy, have n o t h i n g  of c o n s e q u e n c e  to say  about the great c o n t r o v e r s i a l  
issues of our day. Of co u rs e these pasto rs might not t hi nk of their 
own f ait h as privatized; but if the troops hear n o t h i n g  fr o m them  about 
the j u st ic e or o t h e r w i s e  of the war, they  co uld  not be bla me d for 
t h i n k i n g  that the pastors' r e l i g i o n  a c t u a l l y  does not have a n y t h i n g  i m 
portant to say  about it.

To people with f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  t h e o l o g i c a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  this is of course 
just as it sh o ul d be. For t h e m  God c o m m u n i c a t e s  with eac h i n d i vi d ua l 
soul, whose s a l v a t i o n  is the s up r e m e  good, and God does not have much 
to say about the world, eit he r  be c a u s e  that is the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  b u s i 
ness or bec aus e the world is d e s t i n e d  for sin and d e s t r u c t i o n  anyway. 
This style of p r i v a t i z e d  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  r e l i g i o n  is, however, not in 
ac cord with the R e f o r m e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the Bible wh ich  takes a p o s i 
tive view of the world, r e g a r d i n g  it as su bj ec t to Go d's c o m m o n  grace. 
In the R e f o r m e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  the Bi ble and f a it h a p p l y  to all of life, 
not m e r e l y  to the "soul".

On l y  Two P o s i t i o n s

Our c o n c l u s i o n  so far, then, is that there are o n l y  two positions: the 
p r o - m i l i t a r y  p o s i t i o n  and the a n t i - mi 1 i t a r y  position. The chief d i f 
feren ce a m o ng  pastors and m i n i s t e r s  and c h a p l a i n s  is the degree of c o n 
v i ct io n with wh ich  we hold to these positions, and the v o l u b i l i t y  with 
which we expr ess  them; but none of us a c t u a l l y  s u c c e e d s  in be in g i m p a r 
tial. He have al so  c o n c l u d e d  that the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  these two p o 
sitio ns  is in political, e c o n o m i c  and social analysis; it is not in the 
area of Bi bli ca l and t h e o l o g i c a l  ju st i fi ca ti on , wh ic h both have 
aplenty. It remains, therefore, for us to ans we r the set of Q ue st i o n s  
on page eight which will help us de ci de  w he th er  the war is just, and 
which in turn will d e t e r m i n e  the c o n t e n t  of m i n i s t r y  to m i l i t a r y  p e r 
sonnel.

Before d o i n g  this, let us first c l a r i f y  what we are not tr y i n g  to do.
We are not t r y i n g  to de cid e wh ich side - the SADF on the one hand, or 
the ANC and ot her  g u e r r i l l a  m o v e m e n t s  on the o t he r - is more just. B e 
side its b e in g  i l le gal  for us to c o n c l u d e  that the ANC and others are 
wa gi ng  a just war, we s i m p l y  do not have the r e q u i s i t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  to 
do this beca use  of g o v e r n m e n t  c e n s o r s h i p  and d e l i b e r a t e  d i s i n f o r m a t i o n  
st r a t e g i e s  a ga ins t these movements. Ol i ve r  T a mb o' s s t a t e m e n t s  ma y not 
be quoted. To poss ess  their documents, to make c o n t a c t s  with them, to 
promo te their ideas - all of these are ei t he r illeg al or are l i k e l y  to 
attra ct  S e c u r i t y  Police r e p r i s a l s  in the fo r m of d e t e n t i o n  without 
trial or worse. However, the ou t c o m e  for our p u r po se s is little d i f f e r 
ent eit her  way. Wh e t h e r  we c o n c l u d e  (a) SADF unjust, ANC unknown; or



( b) SADF unjust, ANC also  unjust; we are e q u a l l y  under moral o b l i g a t i o n  
not to s up po rt unjust w a r s . 14

Consider, for example, the F a l k l a n d ^  war. There is a w i d e s p r e a d  f e e l 
ing that the whole effort was a waste. C o u n t l e s s  m i l l i o n s  of pounds 
were spent and m a n y  sco res  of lives were lost, all for the sake of a 
p o s t a g e - s t a m p - s i z e d  s c r ap  of land in the S o u t h  Atlantic. Juan Borges, 
the great A r g e n t i n i a n  novelist, commented: "A fight b e t w e e n  two bald 
men over a comb". Both sides were unjust; it wo uld be immo ral  to s u p 
port either, for this leads on ly  to futile b l o o d s h e d  and fin an cia l 
waste. W hi ch  is what the A r c h b i s h o p  of C a n t e r b u r y  implied, to the c h a 
grin of the Tories, in his s e r m o n  at the se r v i c e  at W e s t m i n s t e r  Abbey, 
which had been i n t e n d e d  by the la t te r  to be a s e rv ic e of " rej oic in g" 
for "victory".

Is the SADF  W a g i n g  a Just War?

We turn, then, to c o n s i d e r  w h et he r the SADF is w a g i n g  a just war. We 
have a l r e a d y  considered, in the " a n t i - m i l i t a r y  option", the ove ral l p o 
litical s i t u a t i o n  in the country: bl ac ks who c o n s t i t u t e  the m a j o r i t y  of 
the p o p u l a t i o n  have p o li ti ca l e x p r e s s i o n  o n l y  in the ti n y bantustans; 
and the g o v e r n m e n t  has made it c lea r that a p a r t h e i d  in the f or m of 
group areas, fo r ce d removals, s e p a r a t e  e d u c a t i o n  and the t r i ca m er al  
par l ia me nt  are here to stay. This mu ch  is c o m m o n  cause for most p e o 
ple, white and black, in the E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  churches. Also co mm o n  
cause is that r a c i s m  and a p a r t h e i d  are sinful. Does it not follow, 
then, that the SAD F's  war is u n c h r i s t i a n  and unjust?

Some in the E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  c h u r c h e s  would feel that this does not 
follow. Th ey  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  the g o v e r n m e n t  and the c o u n t r y . 17 The 
SADF is d e f e n d i n g  not the g o v e r n m e n t  with its sinful p o l i ci es  but the 
c o u n t r y  and all its peoples. The SADF is above p o l it ic s and is d e f e n d 
ing us aga ins t communism. There is no c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  the war on 
our bo rd ers  and the l e g i t i m a t e  g r i e v a n c e s  of b lac k pe o pl e against 
apartheid. The war is a n o n p o l i t i c a l  war p r o t e c t i n g  the i n t e g r i t y  of 
our bord ers  and g u a r d i n g  agai ns t i n t e r n a l  s u b v e r s i o n  w hic h is e n c o u r 
aged by f o r e i g n  powers like the Soviets. All S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  benefit 
fr o m this p r o t e c t i o n  and sh o ul d t h e r e f o r e  s up por t the SADF - while o p 
p os i n g  a p a r t h e i d  at home.

The re ply  to this is that n o n p o l i t i c a l  wars are a r a r i t y  if they  ever 
exist. The d i c t u m  of the 19th C e n t u r y  G e r m a n  war strategist, von 
Clausewitz, is well known: war is the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of p oli tic s by other 
means. The S ou th  Af r i c a n  variant may be: war is the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of

16 There is a third option: (c) SADF m i l d l y  unjust, ANC g r o s s l y  unjust, 
so on a ve rag e the SADF is f i g h t i n g  a just war. F r o m  what fol low s it 
will become c le ar that the SADF is not m e r e l y  m i l d l y  unjust, and 
wh e the r the ANC is e g r e g i o u s l y  unjust we have no way of telling, b e 
cause of c e n s o r s h i p  and b ec au se  it has never been  in government. One 
ma y choose to b el iev e the g o v e r n m e n t ' s  view that ( c) is the case; but 
it would be un wis e to be li ev e the s t a t e m e n t s  of any unjust go ve rn m en t 
voetstoots.
17 Al te rna tiv el y, the g ov e r n m e n t  and the state.



a p ar th ei d po li ti cs  when the police have fa ile d to keep the r e s i st an ce  
under control. The c o n n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  a p a r t h e i d  and the SADF's actions 
are threefold. ( a) Blacks have no fo rm  of d e m o c r a t i c  po li ti ca l r e p r e 
sentation. D e sp it e d ec ad es  of pea ce fu l protest, a p a r t h e i d  has been 
s t e a d i l y  e x t e n d e d  and s e c u r i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n  tightened. T he re f o r e  blacks 
have tur ned  to g u e r r i l l a  warfare. Note that this is quite unlike the 
West Ge r m a n  B a a d e r - M o i n h o f  t e r r o r i s t s  who do have d e m o c r a t i c  ch ann el s 
but have f o r s a k e n  them in fav ou r of m u r k y  u n d e r g r o u n d  ac t i v i t i e s  
against b u s in es s  people. ( b) The SADF is unable to rid it sel f of 
apartheid. Recall the racial s e p a r a t i o n  of the Na v y S W A NS  near the 
start of their t r a i n i n g  in 1986. If the SADF is nonp oli tic al , d e f e n d i n g  
us f r o m  communism, and not p r e s e r v i n g  apartheid, why does it not prove 
its s i n c e r i t y  by d e r a c i a l i 2 1 ng? ( c) Even if the SADF' s m ot ive s were 
perfect; even if the ANC were commun ist s;  and e ve n if the war was 
pu r e l y  one of s e l f - d e f e n c e  a g ai ns t Soviet a g g r e s s i o n  -- even then, we 
would be left with an u n d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t  p u r s u i n g  a p a r t h e i d  p o l i 
cies! W h a te v er  else the SADF is protecting, it is a ls o p r o t e c t i n g  a 
po lit ic al  s y s t e m  wh ic h is racist at the core. It is a c a d e m i c  to say 
that the war is n o n p o l i t i c a l  when it is defending, a m o n g  ot her things, 
a g o v er nm en t c o m m i t t e d  to aparth«id.

It is true that the ANC has a c o m m u n i s t  pr es en ce  and that it receiv es  
m o n e y  and arms f r o m  the USSR. J u d g i n g  by the i n f o r m a t i o n  g le ane d by 
the bu s in es s people and A f r i k a n e r  p o l i t i c i a n s  who have met with the ANC 
recently, it ap p e a r s  that the ANC is c o m m i t t e d  to d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e 
dures. In an i n t e r v i e w  with O l i v e r  T a mb o ( p u b l i s h e d  i l l e g a l l y  in the 
Cape Times last year) the la tt er  said that the ANC was c o m m i t t e d  to n a 
t i o n a l i z i n g  o n l y  ma jor i n d u s t r i a l  groups, thus p r e s e r v i n g  a mixed e c o n 
omy. If he is a communist, he is a ver y bad c o m m u n i s t  indeed, because 
these are n o t h i n g  ot her  than we lf ar e state c a p i t a l i s t  policies! Such a 
state would be less s o c i a l i s t  than are India, Fr anc e or S o ut h Korea.
At aca de mi c c o n f e r e n c e s  in Eu rop e last year, ANC r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  made 
their c a p i t a l i s t  p o s i t i o n  clear by s a y i n g  that wo rk e rs  will not be p e r 
mi t t e d  under an ANC g o v e r n m e n t  to do just as th ey  please. Again, the 
l e a d e r s h i p  of the UDF is l a r g e l y  middl e-c la ss.  Th ese two o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
are b a s i c a l l y  b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t  m o v e m e n t s  s e e k i n g  to o b t a i n  a share of 
the po li t i c a l  and e c o n o m i c  pie of their country.

This p a t t e r n  is r e p e a t e d  a g ai n and a ga in  in Africa. N a t i o n a l i s t  m o v e 
ments co nd uct  th eir s t r u g g l e  a ga in st  white or c o l o n i a l i s t  g o v e r n me nt s 
with the m i l i t a r y  help of c o m m u n i s t  su per po wer s, m a i n l y  bec aus e We st er n 
g o v e r n m e n t s  are less i n c l i n e d  to give m i l i t a r y  aid to guerrillas. 18 
Once in power, k n o w i n g  that the West is more g e n e r ou s with d e v e l o p m e n 
tal aid, they  adopt m i x e d - e c o n o m y  po li ci es  to at t r a c t  aid moneys and 
m u l t i n a t i o n a l  investment. S o c i a l i s m  b ec ome s a t t e n u a t e d  to welfare 
s t a t i s m  plus rhetoric. This d e s c r i b e s  the Z i m b a b w e a n  experience. On 
the s c a n t y  e v i d e n c e  a v a i l a b l e  to us, there is li t tl e re as o n  to believe 
that the ANC wo uld be any d i f f e r e n t  if it were elected.

11 Note that a l l i a n c e s  with f o r e i g n  powers do not n e c e s s a r i l y  i mp ly  
i d e o l o g i c a l  a g r e e m e n t  with or po li t i c a l  s u b j e c t i o n  to those powers. 
C hu r c h i l l  for me d a m i l i t a r y  a l l i a n c e  with S t a l i n  d u r i n g  the Second 
World War in or der  to o v e r c o m e  a c o m m o n  enemy, the G e r m a n  Weh rm ach t



The re for e the a r g u m e n t  that the SADF  is w a g i n g  a n o n p o l i t i c a l  war in 

defence of f r e e d o m  ag ai ns t c o m m u n i s m  r e p r e s e n t s  a m i s r e a d i n g  of the p o 
litical data that are a v a i l a b l e  to us. The SADF is f i g h t i n g  a pol it ica l 
war in d e fe nce  of a p a r t h e i d  p o l i ci es  a ga in st  h o m e g r o w n  na t i o n a l i s t  
movements. The SA DF 's  side of the war is unjust.

The i m p l i c a t i o n s  that f o l l o w  f r o m  this c o n c l u s i o n  have a l r e a d y  been a l 
lu ded to. If this c o n c l u s i o n  is correct, the c h u r c h’s m i n i s t r y  will 
in cl ud e ef fo rt s to p e r s ua de  s o l d i e r s  that the war is a p ol it i c a l  war in 
de fe nc e of a p a r t h e i d  p ol ici es  a g ai ns t n a t i o n a l i s t  movements. Such  m i n 
i s tr y would not pe rs is t for lo ng  under m i l i t a r y  auspices. M i n i s t r y  to 
m i l i t a r y  pe rs o n n e l  could, and should, be c o n t i n u e d  o u ts id e of m i l i t a r y  
auspices. Most C h r i s t i a n  s o l d i e r s  go to c hu r c h  when  on pass, and they 
re tur n to c h u r c h  a ft er their stint in the army. When u n d e r g o i n g  t r a i n 
ing they are f r e q u e n t l y  p e r m i t t e d  to at te nd  local c h u r c h e s  in ne ar by  
towns, as I did in G r a h a m s t o w n  when d o i n g  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  at 84 TSD. 
Thus some forms of m i n i s t r y  can continue. The c h u r c h  sh ou ld  make s p e 
cial effo rt s to ex te nd  these.

But would this not c o n s t i t u t e  p as to ral  n eg lec t?  Is the c h u r c h  not 
o bl ige d to m i n i s t e r  to all of God' s children, no m a t t e r  how sinful? 
Mur de re rs  on De at h Row r ec ei ve  ministry; why s h o u l d  not a troop, who 
has no m u r d e r o u s  i n t e n t i o n s  and who is not in the a r m y  by choice?

T h e o l o g i c a l l y  the ch ur c h  is o b l i g e d  to m i n i s t e r  to all. However, the 
ch u r c h  is not o b l i g e d  to m i n i s t e r  in the f a s h i o n  p r e s c r i b e d  by the m i l 
itary. In R e f o r m e d  t h e o l o g y  the c h u r c h  alone de c i d e s  the co n ten t of 
its ministry, with out  state inter ven ti on.  If the c h u r c h  dec ide s that 
its m i n i s t r y  includes, a mon g ot her  things, moral g u i d a n c e  on the great 
issues a f f e c t i n g  the lives of troops; and if the c h u r c h  is c o n v i n c e d  
that the war is unjust; and if the m i l i t a r y  then d e c l i n e s  m i n i s t r y  by 
the church, then that is the m i l i t a r y ' s  decision. The ch ur ch 's  doors 
r e m a i n  open to m i l i t a r y  personnel, even  if the m i l i t a r y  closes its 
doors to the church.
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