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This conference oi the Transvaal or:uncil of Non-jur^ t; n r».de 
bnioiio wfaTB-iy v.jxcciuei> the establishment oi the ..cutn, 
uon^ress of irade Unions.

,.e consider that the wo r kerb of ;,outh .-.i'rica, b 'in bi^ck 
,niie, have reached the stage where ;he e/Utence o * : -2^ ’ 
non-racial, trade union co-ordinatin-; bo-.;. has beco-.e a ^ixae 
necessity for the enure future cf tne *or*ers aov acrt. it ^ ;-oi 
this reason that the Transvaal 0 uncil oi Non-aur'-'I'jaii 
has taken a leading *>art in convening and lorming the bouth Atncan
Congress of Trade Unions.

Having achieved the establish*ait of the 
of Trade Unions, this conference now considers^that the historical 
task of the Transvaal Council of Non--burope»n irade Unions has be .n 
accomplished and that its proud tradition of leading the ?f
the African Workers will now be best carried cn by -he ne* ] at^onal
body.

It is therefore, hereby resolved that all steps shall be taken, 
without delay, to ■erg* the Transvaal Council of Non-Miropean irade 
Unions with ^he South African Congress of Trade Unions ana the executive 
Committee is hereby instructed to complete the merger in a spirit ^  / 
brotherhood and solidarity.

Recognising that the interests cf the workers are inextricably 
bound up with the question of war and peace, tiAs c?*£®r®niJ? 
the Transvaal Council of Non-European Trade Unions hereby firmly 
declares its opposition to preparations and its firm adherence to the 
struz/le for peace. Conference demands that all disputes between 
nation* be seltied by negotiation and that all criminal weapons of 
war, such as bacteriological warfare and the atomic bomb, be banned.



SOUTH AFRICAN CONGRESS OF TRADE UNIONS

P.O. Box 6781. 30 Progress Buildings,
156 Commissioner Street, 
Johannesburg,

No. 10/1.
1st October, 1956.

TO ALL AFFILIATED UNIONS AND TO ALL LOCAL COMMITTEES:

Dear Comrades,
PRESS STATEMENT

In the name of the majority of South Africans of all races, the African 
National Congress, the South African Indian Congress, the South African Con
gress of Democrats, the South African Coloured People’s Organisation and the 
South African Congress of Trade Unions join together to record their strong
est 'f'-cst at the declaration of a state of emergency on the copperbelt, 
whose effect has been to disrupt a legitimate trade union campaign of the 
African miners, to cancel the legitimate democratic right of Africans to 
assemble together, and to facilitate the arrest and imprisonment without 
trial of the legitimate leaders of the Workers.

We place on record our conviction, based on a study of all the available 
information as well as the official statements by Government spokesmen, that 
there was no threat to the continuance of law, order and civil government 
which can justify the abrogation of elementary rights and the resort to 
martial law. It is, however, clear that a determined, peaceful, non-violent 
and legal campaign - a model, sober, responsible, militant trade unionism - 
threatened to win for the African miners two of their foremost demands, viz., 
recognition of the right of their Union to speak for all African employees 
and the removal of certain racially discriminatory regulations. We, there
fore, consider that the Federation Government acted not to protect the 
peace, but to protect the mining companies and their profits from a legiti
mate trade union claim.

We convey to the Government of the Central African Federation our 
conviction that this action exposes the claim of "partnership" said to exist 
T:~tween Africans and Europeans as a fraud, covering much the same master 
race and subject race reality as exists in our own country. We call for 
immediate withdrawal of the martial law regulations, for the release of 
the arrested leaders and for a return to the normal processes of civil 
government.

We convey to the workers of Northern Rhodesia, in particular, to the 
Rhodesian African Mine Workers' Union our solidarity and support in their 
struggle for better conditions of life, and pledge them every assistance 
which is in our power to ensure that they advance, together with us to the 
ending of rule by government decree, to the breaking down of all barriers 
of race discrimination, to freedom and liberty

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS.
SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN CONGRESS.
SOUTH AFRICAN CONGRESS OF DEMOCRATS.
■SOUTH AFRICAN COLOURED PEOPLES' ORGANISATION
SOUTH AFRICAN CONGRESS OF TRADE UNIONS.



SOUTH AFRICAN CONGRESS OF TRADE UNIONS
P.O. Box 6?81. 30 Progress Buildings, 

156 Commissioner Street 
Johannesburg.

1st October, 1956.

No. 10/2

TO ALL AFFILIATED UNIONS AND TO ALL LOCAL COMMITTEES:

Dear Comrades,
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE WORKERS' UNITY DAY MEETING 
HELD AT KLIPTOWN, JOHANNESBURG. ON 25RD SEPTEMBER. 1956.

1. This meeting calls upon S.A.C.T.U. to: -

a) Organise all the unorganised workers both in the rural and urban 
areas into militant trade unions and to fight for increased wages, 
better conditions of work and shorter hours.

b) ensure that S.A.C.T.U. Local Committees should without delay 
campaign to organise Workers* Unity Days on a local and regional 
basis to increase the solidarity of the workers by social and 
political contacts which will foster mutual understanding of 
individual worker’s problems. In future, these Workers* Unity 
Days should become Workers* Days of Dedication,

2. This meeting pledges its solidarity with the people of Egypt in their 
struggle against Anglo-French imperialism and in defence of their 
sovereignity and independence. We firmly believe that the Suez Canal 
which was built by the sweat of the Egyptian people rightly belongs to 
them.

5. This meeting deplores the activities of certain Trade Union Co-ordinating 
bodies who have appeased the Apartheid policies of the Government by 
dividing workers on racial basis and thereby betraying Trade Union 
principles. These elements now seek to divide African Trade Unions by 
sponsoring bogus Liaison Committees. This meeting warns all progressive 
Trade Unions not to fall into this trap.

4. This meeting demands the repeal of all Pass Law-s which have brought
unbearable miseries amongst the workers. This meeting further strongly 
warns the Government against the attempt to extend this vicious system 
to African women.

With Trade Union Greetings,
Yours fraternally,

L. MASSINA.
General Secretary.



The 3.A. C o n g r e a e  of T r a d e  U n i o n s  can n o t  a g r e e  with. 

Hr. T.O* R u t h e r f o r d ,  P r e e l d e n t  of the &.A. I r a d o  U n i o n  C ouncil, 

thut the deoxeion of tho G o v e r n m e n t ,  not to p r o c e e d  lor tho 

preeont w i t h  the Industrial Conciliation A m e n d m o n t  3111, shows 

any m o d e r a t i o n  In tho G o v e r n m e n t 's att i t u d e  t o w a r d s  freo trace 

unions. It Is o.bvlous that the t o m p o r n r y  reprieve of the trado 

unions is duo on l y  to the G o v e r n m e n t ' b prooccupr.tlon, at tho 

moment, w i t h  tho Constitution. The attack on the trr.do union 

m o v o m o n t  s hall come. Should the So n a t o  Bill b o c o m c  law, that 

attack can only bo m o r o  vicious. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  tho workers hrvc 

boon g i v e n  a f u r t h o r  o p p o r t u n i t y  to f o r t i f y  t h e i r  r a n k s  against 

| tho l m p o n d l n g  a s s a u l t  on t h o l r  r i g h t s  of a s s o o l a t l o n  end 

c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g .

# ' •' "  ** ‘
Tho 3 . A. C o n g r o s s  of T r a d o  U n i o n s  o e liovos th a t  free 

trado unions ca n n o t  s u r v l v o  w h e n  d o m o c r a t l c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  nro 

being d o s t r o y o d .  It t h o rofore, colls on oil w o r k e r s  a c t i v e l y  

to c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  the Sormto Bill. It aleo e ndorses tho call 

f o r  a n a t i o n a l  day of p r e t e s t  a g a i n s t  this m oasuro, w h i c h  will 

v e s t  a b e a l d t o  p o w o r  In tho S t r y d o m  Gover n m e n t .

Tho 8.A, C o n g r o s s  of T r c d o  U n i o n s  d e c l a r e s  its 

readiness to c o - o p e r a t e  at any time w i t h  a l l  o t h e r  trrae u n i o n  

and dtmocratlo o r g a n i s a t i o n s  In o p p o s i n g  the m a r c h  of  tho 

Government to dictatorship.
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sgs 1'J--vv:-t;6ry nas*’shewn that' • unor(?.anie*'d w o r k e r s  are unable to Improve 

t.he-ir '*a: ec ana ccnaitiono of work, on a lasting basis. O n l y  w n e r e

W orxei’£ lifevo or a;*.’ oed in effective* t r a d e  u n i o n s  ha v e  thoy b e e n  f.blo 

to I m p rove t h e i r  let, r a l e s  t n e l r  s t a n d a r d  of l l v i n r  and g e n e r a l l y  

f r c t e e t  the -.cei.veo <wd t h e i r  I'&rillos a g a i n s t  the i n s e c u r i t i e s  of life.

The v.hol, e x p e r i e n c e  of the T r A d c  U n i o n  M o v e m e n t  the w o r l d  over 

hae, f j r t h v r m o r c ,  jstn'jlich.M the fa c t  th a t  the M o v e m e n t  can o n l y  

r.rc^,rojr .on r;iV ba^ic of j nlty mid in the Gpirit of b r o t h e r h o o d  and 

the s o l i d a r i t y  of uil ^or>.or6 T r a d e  U n i o n s  m u s t  u n r e s e r v e d l y  reject

jjinT^V** ■ fr-r—a a" V1 r ^-r -i---- rw nnri '"Tif̂ oy iayaj to eow d i s u n i t y

axon.: thv vorkera. or. the b a elc  of c o l o u r  or n a t i o n a l i t y ,  or any

D w h w’ DB8l3.

Just as the I n d i v i d u a l  worker, or any g r o u p  of workers, arc 

un a b l e  to i m p r o v e  th> ir l e t  w i t hout o r g a n i s i n g  I n t o  a Trade. Union, 

ro i s  tnu i n d i v i d u a l  t rade u n i o n  p o w e r l e s s  u n l e s s  t h e r e  is in e x i s t 

ence r. c o - o r a l n a t i n g  body of tra e u n l o n B  w h i c h  u n i t e s  tho e f f o r t s  of 

all workers. For cuch a tradt. union f e d e r a t i o n  to be succes s f u l ,  it 

a u c t  be able to  epoa/: on  D.^half of all workers, i r r e s p e c t i v e  of race 

er o o l o u”, n a t i o n a l i t y  or La^.

Tnu f u t u r e  c f  the ^r,op?.o cf S o u t h  A f r i c a  is in the h a n d s  of its
ft

worker*. O n l y  t:.e w o r k i n g  clfs., in a l l i a n c e  w i t h  o t h e r  p r o g r e s s i v e  

m i n d e d  s e c t i o n s  of the o o m m u n t y ,  ctn b u i l d  *» h a p p y  llfo for all 

S o u t h  Africa:**> * life fra*. f«*ca u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  I n s e c u r i t y  end poverty,

f r e e  from r a c i a l  hatred flpprcfcsion, a life of vast o p p o r t u n i t i e s
:

fo r  ^ l l  tiu p eo p le.

Bu- tho wording c la s r  c*nn cnl> succeed in this great and noble 

endeavour, i f  it itself lr unite- trcng, if it is conscious of

i t s  •'.nXoirihg r  uponJib i l ity  . A x  work- re of South Africa need a 

unit*. Whuo union 2ayv£ujt«, in which a l l  sections of the working 

Clara can plfcj th e ir  part unhir.dared by prejudice or racial discrim

ination. Only pueh a truly unites aove^ir.u cart serve effectively 

the i.ntcreGtK of the workers, bcth the ijimv.iiate interest of higher 

wage c arid bettci- .crdltlonc of life and labour as well ae the ulti- 

.urte objective of complete emanclpaticm, fo_’ w m c h  our t'orefathora 

hare foaP.nt,



We, who aro assembled here to-day on this 5th i'&y. of March, 1955

r»npp°qflPElni=; as we d o ........... t?ts#i^-44nicma w i t h ............. members,

therefore r & e o l v e n S r o - ^ Q d n o w  to lay the foun3T5t-i©u. for a truly 

united and powerful trade u n ion m o v e m e n t  ot S o u t h  A f r i c a n  w o r k e r s .  J  

u  y ~ W o "  firmly declare that the i n t o n e . t $ of all w o r k e r s  arc alike, 

whether they be E u r o p e a n  or n o n - £ a r o p e a n ,  African, Coloured, Indian, 

English, Afrikaans or Jewish. Wo r e s o l v e  that this c o - o r d i n a t i n g  

body of trade unions shall s t r i v e  to u n i t e  all w o r k e r s  in its renks, 

w i t h o u t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and w i t h o u t  p r e j u d i c e .  We r e s o l v e  that this 

body shall determinodly seek to f u r t h e r  and p r o t e c t  the i n t e r e s t s  of 

all workers and that its g u i d i n g  m o t t o  s h all bo the u n l v o r s a l  slogan 

of working class solidarity:

" An injury to one is an I n j u r y  to all J ' "•
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the attempt ads id the Senate Bill to paok the 
Senate with members of the Nationalist Party is a long step towards 
the oreatlon of an autooratlo state along the lines built by the_Natis 
in fascist Germany.

» ^
•* . ~ This Bill not only threatens the established rights of 

the ooloursd voters whioh is itf declared object; bat also oreates 
a permansnt Nationalist majority in Parliament which oould over ride 
the Kill even of that majority of our adult population whioh alone 
is entitled to vots, The workers of South Afrloa oannot be indifferent 
to these threate to democracy. They are bitterly awaro of the anti- 
labour bias of the Nationalist Government which has ralssd the ooet 
of living immeasurably and through the Supprssslon of Oosusunlsim lot 
'and Native Labour Act (Settlements of Disputes) am  numsrous other 
measures shown their hostility to and intolerance of the Trade tftion 
M o v M t n t *

Vi oall upon all workers and all seotlons of ths Trads 
Union Movement to take vigorous and direct aotion as workere and as 
altisan* against thn vicious Senate Bill, which, if paeeed can only 
let* to the still further reduotlon of the workftre standard of livieg 
and the outlawing of the Trade Union Movement* ’
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PRESS STATEMENT: .

In his address to a meeting of employers in Bloemfontein 
on the Native Labour (Settlement of Disputes) Act, Mr. S.D. Mentz, 
Chairman of the Central Native Labour Advisory Board, said among 
other things that Europeans needed 150 years before they could mas
ter the basic ideas of trade unionism. He used this as an argument 
f*r non-reoognition of African Unions, and to strengthen his argu
ment he states that Africans are too childish to run unions.

Such statements are to be expected from Government sources 
as we are fully aware of the Government’s attitude to Arican Unions 
and in fact, all trade unions. However, we cannot let this state
ment pass without comment.

By etating that European workers needed 150 years to master 
the basic idea of Trade Unionism, Mr. Mentz is insulting the European 

workers. It took European workers many years to receive recognition 

aB they had to fight for it. But once started organising, they un

derstood that Trade Unionism meant - the same applies to all workers. 
There is no such thing as workers being ready or not ready - once 

workers organise they are ready.

Regarding Mr. Mentz*s remarks concerning African workers, he 

oonspiciously omits reference to the fact that organised African 

workers will have nothing to do with the ^ative Labour Boards: that 

organised African werkers have made the Native Labour (Settlement of 

Disputes) Act, unworkable. Mr. w entz neglects to state that this 

Act has itself been the cause of many disputes and has on several oc

casions been a stumbling block in the settling of disputes, and has 

oost employers many thousands of pounds.

We note that Mr. Mentz addresses employers but not African 

workers, for he knows as well as we do that African workers want no

thin* to do with hia or with the Native Labour (Settlement of Dis

putes) Act, which is intended to bleed their Unions to death. This 

is conclusive proof Of the high understanding of trade unionism in 

the ranks sf the African workers.

In oenolusion, we must stress that Government policy is 

directed against all unions, not only Afrioan Unions. The Native 

Labour Settlement of Disputes Aot is aimed at dividing African 

workers from other werkers| the Industrial Conciliation Amendment 

Aot is aimed at splitting other workers on rscial lines as well.
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It must therefore be concluded that in Government 

circ lea, n» w*rker is considered ready for trade unionism.

L. MASSINA.
GENERAL SECRETARY.

S.A. Congress of Trade Unions,
30, Progress Buildings,
156, Commissioner St.,
JOHANNESBURG.

9th May, 1956.



PREPARATORY COMMITTEE FOR A NATIONAL 
-  , PEACE CONVENTION

P»ont 32i902f v 30 P R O G R E S S  BUILDINGS.

* .. '*> 50MMW90NER ST.
Deur.............a  '  ...... J o h a n n e s b u r g

Tc..... ^v£....^uO....**th 1956.p. # ...
Dat« m .............\ r ^ y ^  ft c

Venvysiags N o ....... f f i a m o r - * - *
... .......... <TO>a

Plans art at pr*»w»t»t being sad* for th« holding of a National Peace Convention 
at the Gandhi Hell, Pea? Street, Johannesburg on 27-26th October, 1956. The follow
ing South Africans hiyc, to data, agreed to sponeor the Convention:- Mr. I. Glyn- 
Tbomas, Prcfessor D*,.Cole, Mr. A.J. Cutten, Mr. Lee-Wardenf M.P., Dr. 0 *il*_Il&lQker, 
Dr. K.M.. M & A l a ,  Mr* A. libek c , Mr. A. 1^ Guaa. Mr. Uye Krige, Mrs. Phyllis Altman, 
Mr. Alfred Hut c h i s o n ,  Dr. R. Forsyth, Rev. D.^Zkaffipson, Rev. Brunsdon, Mrs. M. 
Murray-Parker,kc\ G. w^ptyana, Hr. Salim 3aleh, Dr. R^ Prfse, Mrs. Lilian Ngyol. 
Dr. H.M. Hoaga. Ur. A. Kasi, Mr. S. Dcrfmun, Mr. I. Massina, Mrs. Lucy Mvubelo,
Dr„ K M. Padyaohhe, Adv. H.M. Mall, Dr. Z.E. Aswat, Mr. G. Hurbans, Mr. 0. Singi., 

Mr. J. Baker. •

These sponsors include doctors, university lecturers, a member of Parliament, 
trade unionists, barristers, ministsrs of religion, teachers, writers and artists.

a
The "Convention is being sponsored by the following organisations:- 

*

South ,H$r\can Peaoe Council; friends of Peaces Afrioan Natitonal Congress} S.A. 
Congress of Trade Unions; S.A. Indian Congress; Jswish Democratic Assotiatioc; 
Transvaal Indian Cangrees; the S.A. Coloured People's Organisstion; S.A. Congress 
of/Demooratei Federation of S,A. Women; African National Congress Women's League; 
African National Congress Youth League and the Transvaal Indian Congress Youth 

/League*

The individual sponsors and organisations ha^e-signed the following statement.

* • CQ-SPONSORS1 STATEMENT
the best authorities are unanimous in saying that a war with hydrogen 

bombs is quite likely to put an end to the human race.......  there will be uni
versal death, sudden only for a fortunate minority, but for the majority a slow 

'-are of disetue and disintegration.•
BERTRAND RUSSELL.

te do not accept these prospects as m a n’s destiny. 0» tn oontrrry, •
>*li*ve that the centuries «f struggle and eacrifioe, of inspiration, achievement 
*nd progress w e  leading slowly sut steadily toward a fuller, richer life for all 

mankind. •

Sven without a war, scientists are already warning us of ths harmful genetic 
effects on unborn babies of the radio-active •fall-out* from A— and H— bomb test 
explosions. And, nuclear weapons apart, other weapoaa of war are so devastating 
that vs balisve that there should be total disarmament among the nations of the 

world.

In Smith Africa, particularly, the question of peace is of vital importanoe- 
peace among all races, for it is from looal quarrels and tensions that total 

wars arise.

With an urgent awareness, then of our own responsibility, desiring moreover 
to give s lead to our fellow-oitisena, we are oo-eponsors of a National Peaos 
Convention to be held in Johannesburg on October 27-28th, 1956.

Tbsre is no power on earth as strong as the foroe of i n f o n s d  and organised 
/public opinion. We are confident, therefore, thst ths opportunity provided by 
ths National Pesos Convention for South Africans of all raoea, oireede and politi- 
sal beliefs, to express their determination to prevent war will greatly streogth- 

?ths world-wide movement towards peace* We wiaosrwljr believe that m ankind can 
« U  . j « h  *4nK>. t a m r d  tt. M t  p H t <* .o4~r° ur - “ H  *«*



Collection Number: AD1812 
  

RECORDS RELATING TO THE 'TREASON TRIAL' (REGINA vs F. ADAMS AND OTHERS ON  
CHARGE OF HIGH TREASON, ETC.), 1956 1961  
 
TREASON TRIAL, 1956 1961 

 

  
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:- Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location:- Johannesburg 
©2012  

LEGAL NOTICES:  

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African 

copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published 
in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per 

page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the 

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is 
uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of the 

collection records and the information contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be 
accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand has not independently 

verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and 

excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of a private collection deposited with Historical Papers at The University of the 

Witwatersrand.
 


