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Presbyteries are required to appoint Corresponding M embers 
to the following C om m ittees: African Missions, Church Extension 
and Aid. Church and N ation, and “Leader."

FORM OF BEQUEST TO THE CHURCH

I bequeath the sum of Pounds Sterling

free of Legacy Duty to the Presbyterian Church of South 

Africa, to be paid for the purposes of the said Church to 

the General Treasurer for the time being thereof, whose 

Receipt shall be a good discharge for the same.



PROCEEDINGS
O F  T H E

FIFTY-SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 1953

FIRST SESSION
At Springs, and within St. M ichael’s C hurch, on W ednesday. 

16th Septem ber, 1953. at 3 p.m ., the M inisters and E lders as C om 
m issioners o f the G eneral Assem bly appointed  to m eet this day, 
convened.

Public W orship was conducted by the M oderator, Rt. Rev. 
P. B. Hawkridge. Ph.D.. who preached from  the text “I am  the 
roo t and ofF-spring of D avid, and the bright and m orning s ta r” 
(Rev. 22, 16). T hereafter the M oderato r constituted the Assembly 
with prayer.

Roll of Commissioners
T he Business C onvener reported  that the certificate form s of 

C om m issioners were in order, and that the R oll o f A ssem bly was 
as printed in the Papers, with the substitu tion  o f the names of 
Mr. H. W eir fo r that of M r. H . E. M atthew s under the King 
W illiam ’s Town Presbytery, the addition of the name of Rev. J. L. 
C urrie to the N atal Presbytery, the addition of the nam e o f M r. 
Moses M otingoe under the Orange R iver A frican Presbytery, and 
the substitution of the name o f M r. D. D. C am eron fo r M r. R. 
Dalgleish under the T ransvaal Presbytery.

T he C lerk was called on to read  the Roll.
T he Roll was read, and as accounted, was sustained, apologies 

being noted.

C a p e  T o w n  P r e s b y t e r y :

Rev. H. M. Agnew. M.A., F.S.A.. Scot.. 27 GlengarifT R oad, 
T hree A nchor Bay.

Rev. P. B. Hawkridge, Ph.D ., 9 Belvedere Avenue, O ranjezicht, 
C ape Town.

Rev. S. P. Lediga, L .Th., Presbyterian M anse, P.O. Langa.
Rev. J. B. M irrilees, M.A.. B.D., L iddesdale, Pinelands, Cape. 
Rev. G. E. A. Pons, 13 C rassula Avenue, D evil’s Peak, Cape 

Town.
Rev. D. S. R obertson, M.A.. B.D., T he M anse, Stellenbosch. 
Rev. C. C. Stunden, 191 V oortrekker R oad, M aitland.
Rev. J. W. Summersgill, B.Th., T he M anse, C entral Square, 

Pinelands.
Rev. J. Paterson W hyte, M .A., P.O. Box 823, C ape Town.

*Dr. H. M. G . Agnew, 27 G lengariff R oad, T hree A nchor Bay. 
M r. J. Baker, Easedale, N orthw alk , Pinelands.
Rev. W. J. D ow er, 5 W oodside Road, T am boers K loof, Cape 

Town.
Mr. L. L. W. Hardw ick, V redenburg Circus, R osebank, Cape 

Town.
M r. J. G. H. M cKenzie. B.A., 8 N assau Avenue, Pinelands. 
M r. R. M . T hom son, 4 Stellenbosch M ansions, Stellenbosch.



K in g  W il l ia m 's  T o w n  P r e s b y t e r y :
Rev. D. J. D arlow , B.A., The M anse, Alice.

♦Rev 1 Ff  pIdti o |Mh A "o l] 'e M anse Brownlee Street, Stutterheim.
Rev a  The Blble Sch001’ P O  Lovedale.

•R ev  I R™fppr R n  M,-A -  £ °  S t  JameS’ R oad’ East L ondon- U  T „  f e  ’ D " Iona  H ouse, F o rt H are, Alice
M r a  t' t I  ■ j n’ ] c W ellington Street, K ing W illiam ’s Town. 
M r' h  L v a r ? , : ,  L ancaster R oad, Vincent, East London. 
M r. H . W en, C h ild ren s Hom e, Queenstown.
Mr. F . W. Nelson, T arkastad .
M r. V. O liphant, 33E E vaton Location , T arkastad .
M r. R. J. W. Paxton, B.Sc., P.O. Box 59, Queenstown.

N a t a l  P r e s b y t e r y :

Rev r i  ° r (M,ennPne tThM M' The ^ a,nse- H a rding Street, Newcastle. Rev. D . C ouper, T he M anse, Ladysm ith, N atal.
Rev. J. L. C urrie, B.A., Howick.
Rev. J. Dalziel, B.A., 525 M usgrave R oad, D urban.
„ ev- J r  D aw son, B.A., Presbyterian M anse, Dundee. 
p 6V' v-’ c J ^  T he M anse> H ope Street, K okstad
p £  f ? gDr ’ 8 D o u §las R oad. Redhill, D urban.
R e v  n  PhCi r ae‘ ™ u P  Loop S treet' P ieterm aritzburg. 
m  „D ' APh,' llp®’ 30 D obie R oad . Fynnlands, D urban Mr. H. Auld, G ray  Street, Dundee

*M r p  Beardm ore, Q C. 55 A lexandra Road, Pieterm aritzburg. 
M r. P. Fow he, R ichm ond, N atal.

* !^ r ' TA 'TM^5hie’ 6 W oodlands R oad. G lenw ood, D urban
D urban^Urray’ Sagana F la ts’ M arine Drive. Brighton Beach.

*™ r ' ^  M acG regor, P.O. A m atikulu, N atal.
* * ,r ' ?  N el' c / °  166 L androst Street, Vryheid 

M ' Q um ba> 45 Sydney R oad, D urban 
Mr. C. A. W oods, 117 V ause R oad, D urban.

O r a n g e  R iv e r  P r e s b y t e r y :

Rev ^ s G p M cA MStf r ’ ^ Z astron  Street. Bloem fontein.Rev. E. S. Pons, M .A., P.O. Box 189. P O  Eerstem vn O P S  
Rev. G. M. Smith, 38 M ilner Street, K im berley ' ' '
M r J ' t  ' L ear, Stcre e t  St' H elena- P O - Eerstemyn.M r. J. T raill, 31 Sym onds Street, K roonstad.

O r a n g e  R iv e r  (A f r ic a n ) P r e s b y t e r y  :

Rev a ' p ' c edi 8l ’ B-^ -’ P O - Box l s - Bothaville.Rev. A. R. S. Poho, P.O. Box 105, H eilbron.
Rev. C. A. Tshongwe, P.O. Box 20, Reitz 
Mr. D. H atla, 164 L ocation. Bethlehem. 
x^r ' P; T ' K etse- B antu U nited  School, F rankfo rt 
Mr. M oses M otingoe, K roonstad.

P o r t  E l iz a b e t h  P r e s b y t e r y  :

Rev  r  Lr  CMrlref 53n ? i Ughi R oadl W alm er- Port Elizabeth.
Port E lizabeth ’ °  , 0 , ° be Stre£t’ NeW B righton’

Rev. H. H. M unro, M.A., I A lfred Terrace, Port E lizabeth

*M tV' a ' ^ B i n n i n 11’ h 'A ’ 22 K y enCe Street’ G ra hamstown.I k ’ Hu,m ewpod M ansions, Port Elizabeth.
Port S e t ' C/° HigH Sch°Ql- New Brighton,

Dr. J. Sm eath Thom as, 1 Ross Street, G raham stow n.



R h o d e s ia  P r e s b y t e r y :

*Rev. J. K ennedy G ran t, D .D ., P.O. Box 50, Salisbury.
Rev. C. J. H aw ton, 22 Chase Avenue, Um tali.
Rev. E. H. Thom as, P.O. Box 53, Gwelo.
Rev. J. M anod W illiams, 54 M ain Street, Bulawayo.
M r. R. Bain, c /o  Law son & Piggott, M ain  Street, Um tali.

•M r. J. Cowan, 15 G rey Street, Bulawayo.
Mr. J. Cowie, B.A., B.Sc., 69 Baines Avenue, Salisbury.
Mr. T . K anyow a, P.O. Box 50, Salisbury.

T r a n sv a a l  P r e s b y t e r y  :

Rev. J. A nderson, 58 von Brandis Street, K rugersdorp.
Rev. J. N icol Binnie, B.A.. 142 H ighland R oad, K ensington, 

Johannesburg.
Rev. T. C opeland, M .A., 21 T hird  Avenue, L am bton, G erm iston. 
Rev. W. C roll, 27 Sm uts Avenue, W itbank.
Rev. M. A. H artslief, 51 Leeuw poort Street, Boksburg.
Rev. Em lyn Jones, 33 Lurgan R oad, Park  View, Johannesburg. 
Rev. A. G . Leask, B.A., 82 H astings Avenue, B rakpan.
Rev. S. A. Lehari, 444 Proes Street, Pretoria.
Rev. R. H. R. Liddell, M.C., M .A., 138 T enth  Avenue, H igh

lands N orth , Johannesburg.
Rev. I. M cD onald, M.A., 75 R oyal O ak Street, Kensington, 

Johannesburg.
Rev. E. Thethiwe, 205 O rlando, Johannesburg.
M r. D. K. Adam s, “ T aynuilt” , M urray  Street, W averley, Jo h an 

nesburg.
M r. C. J. C atto , 73 Bodenstein Street, K rugersdorp.
Mr. D. D . C am eron, 37 B arclay R oad, D unno ttar, T ransvaal. 
M r. E. L. M arais, 91 St. F illans Avenue, M ayfair, Johannesburg . 
M r. B. A. M aphutsi, 699 T op Location , Vereeniging.
M r. M . M. M angena, 34 E ighth Street, Location , Benoni.

•M r. W. S. M cA dam , P.O. Box 1604, P retoria .
M r. I. S. C. M cD onald, 75 R oyal Oak Street, K ensington, 

Johannesburg.
Dr. A. Sm ith, P.O. State M ines, B rakpan.
M r. C. E. Tiley, 16a K inross Street, G erm iston.

V IS IT IN G  D E L E G A T E S
C h u r c h  o f  S c o t l a n d  M i s s io n  C o u n c il :

Rev. R. M. F raser, M .A., G ooldville M ission S tation, Sibasa. 
*Rev. D. W. M. M alheson. M .A., G ordon  M em orial M ession. 

Pom eroy, N atal.

B a n t u  P r e s b y t e r ia n  C h u r c h :
Rev. R. M. F raser, M.A.. P /B  172 P.O. Sibasa, via Louis 

T richardt.
Rev. B. M olaba, 73 Tenth  Avenue, A lexandra Tow nship, Jo h an 

nesburg.
E lder D ick K ona, C C om pound, D urban  D eep, R oodepoort.

C o n g r e g a t io n a l  U n io n  o f  S o u t h  A f r ic a  :
Rev. Stephen Axford, 59 M uller Street, Yeoville. Johannesburg. 
Rev. W. M arks R endall, 41 Princess Street, M ayfair, Jo h an 

nesburg.
Rev. D. A. N tanzi, 1493 M otso M otso Street, Pim ville, Jo h an 

nesburg.



Installation of M oderator
T he M oderator then  asked Revs. P. G . G ord o n  and A. 

M cR obert, ex-M oderators, to sum m on Rev. H M. M n e w  M .A , 
F.S.A ., M oderato r Designate, who was received by the Assembly

up stan d m g ^ o d era to r in a brief address and by prayer inducted 
Rev H  M. Agnew as M oderator, placed on his finger the M odera
to r’s ring, and requested him  to sign the Assembly Bible

M r  A g n e w , t a k in g  th e  c h a i r ,  th a n k e d  th e  A ss e m b ly  f o r  th e  
h o n o u r  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  h im .

Loyal Addresses
The M oderator then called upon Rev. E. S. Ponsi to  r^ad the 

Loyal Addresses. T he address to H er M ajesty was read, the Assembly 
uostanding, and was adopted. M r. Pons then read the address to 
His Excellency the G overnor G eneral of the U nion o t South A frica, 
which was adopted.

T o  T he Q ueen’s M ost Excellent M ajety.

M ayw V P theSeM inrstereaiendy,E lders of the Presbyterian C hurch of 
South Africa, met in G eneral Assemhly at Springs, hum bly b e ? 1" 
assure Y our M ajesty of the devoted and affectionate loyalty  which 
we a n d  a l l  the m em bers o f our C hurch entertain tow ards Y our
M ajesty’s Person and T hrone.

The G eneral Assem bly rejoices th a t the C oronation  of Y ° “ r 
M ajesty was m arked by so profound  a dem onstra tion  of the 
strength of the fam ily spirit th roughout the C om m onw ealth and 
that the wonders o f m odern science m ade it possible fo r Y our 
M aiesty’s subjects th roughout the w orld to  share so fully in the 
service o f C onsecration at W estm inster Abbey, and thus show how 
securely Y our M ajesty reigns in their love and loyalty.

W e w ould express o u r deep gratitude fo r the personal devotion 
of Y our M ajesty to  the interests o f religion and social well-being 
th roughout the C om m onw ealth , and w ould pray th a t the mfluence 
of Y our M ajesty m ay promote^ piety and the spirit of unselfish 
service am ons all Y our M ajesty s people.

The G eneral Assembly will continue to pray  that the blessing 
of Alm ighty G od m ay rest on Y our M ajesty, H is R oyal Highness 
the D uke of Edinburgh. Prince Charles, Princess Anne and on all 
the m em bers o f the  R oyal Elouse.

M av it please Y o u r M ajesty.
W e are. Y our M ajesty’s fa ith fu l and loyal subjects, the M inisters 

and Elders o f the Presbyterian C hurch of South A frica, convened
in G eneral Assembly.

Signed in the nam e o f the G eneral Assembly.
H. M. A g n e w , M oderator.
J. P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.

T o H is Excellency, D r. E. G. Jansen, _
G overnor G eneral of the U nion o t South Africa.

M ay it please Y o u r Excellency, . f
We the M inisters and E lders of the Presbyterian C hurch of 

South A frica convened in G eneral Assembly at Springs, desire 
express to Y our Excellency our loyalty  and esteem.

We are grateful th a t in this age which is so characterised by 
religious indifference, m aterialism  and tense hum an relations we 
have in Y our Excellency and M rs. Jansen leaders o f Christian 
c o n v ic t ion who leek  the guidance of Alm ighty G od and who give 
to the people an exam ple o f C hristian faith and service.



We would express o u r high appreciation  fo r Y our Excellency’s 
active concern fo r the w elfare o f all sections o f our South  A frican 
com m unity and fo r the support and encouragem ent given to every 
of G od*6 t0 3,1 Wh°  labour fo r the extens>on of the  K ingdom
f ^ e  desire to assure Y our Excellency of o u r continued prayers 
to r God s blessing upon all those who undertake the responsibilities 
of government in the U nion of South A frica, th a t through their 
endeavours the cause o f righteousness and justice m ay be^ upheld 
and the bonds of understanding and goodwill m ay be strengthened.

We pray that Y our Excellency and Mrs. Jansen m ay b e 'g ran ted  
wisdom and strength from  above in a ll the duties and responsibilities 
of your high office.

M ay it please Y our Excellency.
We are the M inisters and E lders o f the Presbyterian Church 

or South A frica in G eneral Assembly convened.
Signed in the nam e o f the G eneral Assembly,

H . M. A g n e w , M oderator.
J. P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.

The Assembly adjourned for fifteen minutes.

Changes in the Ministry
On resum ption the M oderato r called fo r the reoort on the 

Changes in the M inistry. The C onvener o f the Business Com m ittee 
moved, and it was seconded and agreed, that the list o f the Changes 
in the M inistry be tabled, a copy to be posted in the vestibule “of 
the L nurcn.

C a p e  T o w n  P r e s b y t e r y

Rev. E. G M itchell, having accepted a call from  G eorge, was 
released from  the pastoral charge o f Som erset W est on 30th Sep- 
tember, 1952. ^
ly ..,Rev- R obe rt W hyte, M.A.. Em eritus, died on 4th Novem ber,

a j Re^' / '  ,G ossiP ' having resigned from  his charge a t St. 
Andrew s-St. P au l’s, East London, com m enced a period o f s u p d Iv  
at Som erset W est as from  15th N ovem ber, 1952.

u%v' G \ 3 '  4 -  P ? ns’ M inister w ithout charge, having accepted 
a call from  W oodstock, was inducted to the pasto ral charge o f this 
congregation on 17th D ecem ber, 1952

On 1st M ay, 1953, the Rev. J. S. L ister, M .A., resigned his 
charge of the congregation a t W ellington, and retired from  the 
active w ork fo r the M inistry.

The Rev. J. B. M irrilees, M .A., B.D., o f R othesay, Scotland 
having accepted a call to M ow bray, was inducted to the pastoral 
charge o f this congregation on 15th M ay, 1953.

Rev. A. H. M cG ill, having been released from  A delaide- 
Som erset East, was inducted to the pastoral charge o f W ellington 
on 29th July, 1953.

K in o  W il l ia m ’s  T o w n  P r e s b y t e r y

, , T h ® £ ev- J- M. Gossip. B.D., resigned his charge of the St 
Andrew  s-St. P a u ls  congregations, and was released as from  mid- 
Novem ber, 1952.

On the 31st D ecem ber, 1952, the Rev. D. W. S e m d e  M A  
com pleted his period o f supply at St. A ndrew ’s, U m tata , and on 
the 1st January , 1953, com m enced a period of supply at St. Andrew’s- 
St. P au ls , East London.



On the 14th January , 1953, the Rev. J. K eith  Craig, released 
from  his charge of St. C olum ba’s, P reto ria , was inducted to the 
pastoral charge of St. A ndrew ’s, K ing W illiam ’s Town.

On the 1st A pril. 1953, the Rev. D. J. D arlow , B.A., was in
ducted to the p asto ral charge of the congregations o f A lice-Fort
Beaufort. ,

The Rev. B. Stum bles, B.A., having accepted a call from  St. 
A ndrew ’s, K roonstad , was released from  his charge of T arkastad- 
W heatlands congregations as from  31st M ay, 1953.

T he Rev. A. G ard iner resigned his charge of St. C olum ba s, 
Q ueenstown, p rior to his re tu rn  to Ireland, and his resignation was 
accepted as from  31st M ay, 1953.

N a t a l  P r e s b y t e r y  .
Rev. L. L. D awson, A ssistant M inister at P ieterm aritzburg, 

received a call to D undee, and was inducted to the pastoral charge 
of this congregation on 1st D ecem ber, 1952.

The Rev. F . O. B ennett, M .A., having received a call to New- 
castle-D annhauser, was inducted to the pastoral charge of these 
congregations on 27th June, 1953.

O r a n g e  R iv e r  P r e s b y t e r y
Rev. W. G . M cAlester, form erly of St. L u k es , Vereeniging, 

was inducted to the pasto ral charge of St. John’s, B loem fontein, on 
10th Septem ber, 1952. .

Rev. B. Stum bles, B.A., form erly o f T arkastad , was inducted 
to  the pastoral charge of St. A ndrew ’s, K roonstad , on 17th June, 1953.

P o r t  E l iz a b e t h  P r e s b y t e r y
On 15th O ctober, 1952, the Rev. E. G . M itchell, B.Sc., M .Ph., 

released from  his charge at Som erset W est, was inducted to the 
pastoral charge of George. .

On 18th June, 1953, the Rev. A. H. M cGill, having accepted 
a call from  W ellington, was released from  the p asto ral charges of 
Adelaide and Som erset East as from  th a t date.

On 30th June, 1953, the Rev. S. W orkm an, B.A., B.D., M inister 
Em eritus, resigned his postion as Stated Supply at G len thorn  and

SUlnlOn 28th July, 1953, the Rev. W. D. C am pbell, B.A., having 
accepted a call from  Vereeniging, was released from  his charge at 
St. C olum ba’s, P o rt E lizabeth, as from  6th Septem ber, 1953.

R h o d e s ia  P r e s b y t e r y
Rev T. A ikm an, M .A ., appointed  as Assistant M inister at 

Salisbury on 20th Septem ber, 1951, resigned on  6th M ay, 1953,
to  re tu rn  to Scotland.

Rev J M anod W illiam s, having accepted a call from  Bulawayo, 
was released from  his appoin tm ent as Superintendent o f N tabasin- 
duna M ission on 6th N ovem ber, 1952, and inducted to the pastoral 
charge o f Bulawayo on 26th N ovem ber, 1952.

The Rev R. B. D onaldson, Licentiate o f the C hurch of Scot
land, was appointed  A ssistant M inister at Salisbury on 26th August, 
1953.
T r a n sv a a l  P r e s b y t e r y

Rev. J. Keith Craig, having accepted a call from  St. Andrew s, 
K ing W illiam ’s Town, was released from  his charge a t St. C olum ba’s, 
P retoria , on  28th D ecem ber, 1952.

Rev. R. J. Jones, having accepted a call from  R oodepoort- 
F lo rida-M araisburg , was released from  his charge at M ayfair on 
28th Decem ber, and inducted to the pastoral charge of R oodepoort- 
F lo rida-M araisburg  on 30th D ecem ber, 1952.



On 17th Febzruary , 1953, the T ransvaal Presbytery licensed 
Mr. Jam es Nicol Binnie as a Preacher o f the GosDel and a p ro 
bationer for the M inistry.

On 17th Ferbuary , 1953, the T ransvaal Presbytery licensed 
M r. Salthiel Am os Lehari as a  P reacher o f the G ospel and a 
probationer fo r the M inistry.

On 17th February , 1953, the T ransvaal Presbytery licensed 
Mr. Stephen Shepstone M fusi as a Preacher o f the G ospel and a 
probationer for the M inistry.

On 25th April, 1953, Mr. S. S. M fusi, L icentiate, was ordained 
and inducted to the pastoral charge o f the F a r N orth  M ission.

On 25th April, 1953, M r. S. A. Lehari, L icentiate, was ordained 
and inducted to  the pasto ral charge of P retoria  M ission.

On 5th M ay, M r. J. Nicol Binnie, B.A., Licentiate, was ordained 
and inducted to the pasto ral charge o f St. Jam es, M alvern.

The Rev. W. D. C am pbell, B.A., released from  St. C olum ba’s, 
Port Elizabeth, was inducted to the pastoral charge of St. Luke’s, 
Vereeniging on 10th Septem ber, 1953.

Title Deeds and Deeds of Lease
T he M oderato r called fo r the report on Title Deeds. T he C on

vener o f the Business C om m ittee m oved, and it was seconded and 
agreed, that the list o f Title Deeds and Deeds o f Lease in safe 
keeping at the Church Offices, be tabled, a copy to be posted in 
the vestibule o f the C hurch.

Title Deeds held in Church Office
Alice C hurch; Bellville; Bethlehem ; C am bridge; C hild ren’s 

Home, Queenstown; De A ar; D annhauser; East L ondon  (St. 
Andrew’s. Cove Rock and St. P au l’s); F o rt B eaufort C hurch; 
Fynnland; G eorge M anse and Cem etery; G len thorn ; G oodw ood; 
Half Rations R anch and Vimy Ridge; H ow ick; K entani; Koffie- 
fontein; Ladysm ith; M aitland; M ission Superin tendent’s H ouse, 
Johannesburg; M eikle Street. Johannesburg; M ount F rere; N ou- 
poort; Parkside C oloured C hurch. E ast L ondon; Paterson M em orial 
and Salisbury Park, Port E lizabeth; Som erset W est; T arkastad ; 
Umzinto; V olksrust; W elkom  M anse; W estonaria; W ynberg (Church 
and Manse); W ark M em orial Hall, Kensington, Cape Town.

Deeds of Lease
D orrington (African). F o rt B eaufort; Langa. Newcastle.

Report of Business Committee
The C onvener o f the Business Com m ittee m o v ed :
(a) T hat the Standing Orders as prin ted  on pages 142— 144 

of the Papers be adopted. Agreed.
Associate M em bers

(b) T hat the Assembly associates with itself any M inisters of 
the C hurch, o r any m em bers o f C hurch Sessions, who, no t 
being C om m issioners to Assembly, m ight be present a t any 
session of the Assembly. Agreed.

(c) T hat the delegates from  the C hurch of Scotland M ission 
Council and the B antu Presbyterian C hurch be associated 
with the Assembly. Agreed.

Business C om m ittee .-—M em bership reported  as fo llow s; Rev.
D. M cRae (Convener), Revs. D. S. Robertson, J. Dalziel, E. S. Pons,
E. C. Lediga* T. L. C larke, J. M anod W illiam s, T . C opeland. 
Messrs. E. Beardm ore. R. C. Dowie, A. J. H aiden, A. M ichie and 
D. K. Adams. Agreed.



Selection C om m ittee .— M em bership reported  as fo llo w s: Rev. 
A. M cR obert (Convener), Revs. W. Avery, Dr. H. B ooth Coventry, 
D. Phillips, W. G. M cAlester, A. R. S. Poho, D r. J. K ennedy G rant, 
lan  M cD onald , Messrs. J. R. Allison, L. Hardwick, R. J. W. Paxton, 
J. M urray , J. Sm eath-T hom as and A. Smith. Agreed.

O vertures C om m ittee.— N one of the m em bers appointed  by 
previous Assem bly being a Com m issioner to this Assem bly, the 
C onvener of the Business C om m ittee m oved that the follow ing be 
the O vertures C om m ittee: Rev. A. G. Leask (Convener), Revs. Dr. 
P. B. H awkridge, S. P. Lediga, H. H . M unro, M essers. J. Cowie, 
W. S. M cA dam  and R. M. Thom son. Agreed.

Records C om m ittee.— T he C onvener o f the Business Com m itee 
moved that the follow ing be the Records C om m ittee: Rev. L. L. 
Dawson (Convener), Revs. C. C. Stunden, C. J. H aw ton, Messrs.
F. W. N elson, C. E. Tiley and J. T raill. Agreed.

Agenda
The Convener o f the Business Com m ittee m oved that the 

Assem bly adopts the agenda as set out in the draft distributed to 
C om m issioners. Agreed.

A G EN D A
H ours o f A d journm ent

M orning Session: 12.45 p.m.
A fternoon Session : 5.45 p.m.
Evening Session: 10.00 p.m.
(Tea intervals at 10.45 a.m. and 3.45 p.m., except Opening 

Session a t 4.30 p.m. and Closing Session at 10.15 a.m.)
W ednesday, \6 tli Septem ber, 1953.

3.00 p.m .: Public W orship; C onstitu tion  o f Assembly; 
R eport on  Com m issions; R oll Call; Induction  of M oderator; 
L oyal Addresses.

4.45 p .m .: R eports : C hanges in the M inistry, Title Deeds, 
Business Com m ittee; A nnouncem ents: Local A rrangem ents; 
N otices of M otion; Benediction.

7.45 p .m .: C onstitu tion  of Assembly; Notices of M otion; 
T hanks to Retiring M oderato r and Reply; M oderator’s Address; 
A nnouncem ents: M oderator’s C haplain. E lders for Com m union, 
Preachers fo r A ssem bly Sunday; Benediction.

Thursday, M th Septem ber, 1953
9.00 a .m .: H oly Com m union.
10.00 a .m .: C onstitu tion  of Assembly; N otices o f M otion; 

R eports : L ife and W ork, Public W orship and Aids to D evotion, 
C haplains, Deaconess; C all fo r R ecords of Presbyteries and 
Assem bly Com m ittees; A nnouncem ents; Benediction.

2.15 p .m .: C onstitu tion  of Assembly; N otices o f M otion; 
R e p o rts : Assembly Remit on Defiance of U njust Laws C am 
paign. Executive Com m ission, N om ination  Com m ittee, G eneral 
Secretary’s, Hostel.

4.30 p .m .: A djournm ent to enable Com m ittees to meet; 
A nnouncem ents; Benediction.

7.45 p .m .: C onstitution o f Assembly; N otices of M otion; 
R e p o r t: C hurch Extension and Aid; A nnouncem ents; 
Benediction.

Friday, 18th Septem ber, 1953
9.00 a .m .: C onstitu tion  of Assembly; N otices o f M otion; 

R e p o r t : A frican M issions; A nnouncem ents; Benediction.



2.15 p .m .: C onstitu tion  of Assembly; N otices o f M otion; 
R eports : E ducation  fo r the M inistry, C onsultative Com m ittee 
on Adm issions, Statistics.

3.30 p .m .: Visit o f local Clergy; A nnouncem ents; 
Benediction.

Saturday, \9 th  September, 1953
9.00 a.m .: C onstitu tion  of Assembly; N otices o f M otion; 

Election of M oderator Designate; Tim e and Place o f next 
Assembly, R ep o rt: Selection Com m ittee (In terim !

10.30 a.m .: Visit o f G eneral President of the W om en’s 
Association; R e p o rt: C hildren’s Hom e; A nnouncem ents, 
Benediction.

M onday, 2147 Septem ber, 1953
9.00 a .m .: C onstitution of Assembly; N otices o f  M otion; 

R eports : Y outh  D epartm ent, Presbyterian “L eader” , Book 
Room  and Publications; A nnouncem ents; Benediction.

2.15 p .m .: C onstitu tion  o f Assembly; Notices o f M otion; 
R e p o rts : Finance, Special C om m ittee on Beneficiary Funds; 
A nnouncem ents; Benediction.

7.45 p .m .: C onstitu tion  of Assembly; N otices o f M otion; 
R eports : C hurch and N ation , Ecum enical Relations; A nnounce
m ents; Benediction.

Tuesday, 22nd  September, 1953.
9.00 a .m .: C onstitu tion  of Assembly; N otices o f M otion; 

R ep o rt: O vertures C om m ittee; A nnouncem ents; Benedictjon.
2.15 p .m .: C onstitu tion  of Assembly; Notices of M otion; 

R eports : Selection Com m ittee (Final), Records Com m ittee; 
M oderato r’s T our; G eneral Secretary’s T our; A nnouncem ents; 
Benediction. . . .

7.45 p .m .: C onstitution o f Assembly; Rem aining Business; 
A nnouncem ents; Benediction.

W ednesday, 23rd September, 1953
9.00 a .m .: C onstitu tion  of Assembly; Votes o f T hanks; 

M oderator’s Closing Address.
10.30 a .m .: M inutes o f Closing Session; In M em oriam  

M inutes; Floly C om m union; Psalm  122, verses 6— 9; A djourn
m ent o f Assembly; Benediction.

Assembly Reports and Proposed Deliverances
In accordance with Standing O rder 5, the Convener reported 

that the Business C om m ittee had  reviewed the proposed Deliverances 
attached to  the reports o f Assembly Com m ittees before the printing 
of the Papers, w ith the exception of the F inance and Statistic 
Com m ittees. T he C onvener m oved—

“T h at the  reports o f the Aged and Infirm  M inisters’ Fund 
and the M inisters’ W idows’ and O rphans’ Fund be incorporated  
in the report of the F inance C om m ittee.” Agreed.

“T hat the proposed D eliverance a ttached to  the report 
of the Aged and Infirm M inisters’ Fu n d  be dealt w ith as fo llo w s: 
Clause 1 to be deleted, Clauses 2 and 3 to  becom e Clauses 
7 and 8 of the proposed D eliverance of the  F inance C om m ittee.” 
Agreed.

“T hat the proposed D eliverance attached to  the report of 
the M inisters’ W idow s’ and O rphans’ F und  be dealt with as 
follow s: Clause 1 to be deleted. C lause 2 to becom e C lause 9 
o f the proposed D eliverance o f the F inance C om m ittee.” Agreed.



Presentation of Reports
T he Business C onvener m oved that in the absence o f the Con

veners o f the follow ing Com m ittees, the reports of those Com
m ittees be presented to  Assembly by the person named as follows: 
D eaconess C om m ittee by M r. L. L. Hardwick. Statistics Committee 
by Rev. E. S. Pons. Leader C om m ittee by Rev. A. McRobert. 
Ecum enical C om m ittee by Rev. T. C opeland. Finance Committee 
by Rev. J. Paterson W hyte. Agreed.

Special Addresses to Assembly
T he Business C onvener m oved—•

“T hat a representative from  each o f the three delegations, 
viz., C hurch of Scotland M ission C ouncil, Bantu Presbyterian 
C hurch and the C ongregational U nion o f South Africa be 
invited to address the  A ssem bly at a convenient time.” Agreed.

“T h a t a representative o f the British and Foreign Bible 
Society be invited to address the Assembly during the discussion 
on the report o f the Ecum enical C om m ittee.” Agreed.

Communications
T he Business Convener moved th a t the Com m unications on 

pages 97 /8  o f the Papers be noted with appreciation  and printed 
w ith the Proceedings o f this Assembly. Agreed.

Press Correspondent
T he Business Convener m oved that the Rev. M anfred  H artslief 

be appointed  Press C orrespondent. Agreed.

Applications, Overtures and Petitions
The Business Convener m oved that the Applications, Overtures 

and Petitions appearing in the Papers be referred to the Overtures 
Com m ittee. Agreed.

Complaint against Transvaal Presbytery
The Business Convener m oved that the com plain t by the African 

M issions C om m ittee against the T ransvaal Presbytery be heard  at 
the conclusion of the consideration o f the proposed Deliverance 
o f the A frican M issions Com m ittee.

On being pu t to  the vote, the m otion was lost.

Mr. Calvin Cock
T he M oderato r cordially  welcom ed M r. Calvin C ook, a student 

fo r the M inistry, who was present a t Assembly, and congratulated 
him  on securing his D octorate at Princetown University.

Local Arrangements
T he Rev. L. B. T horn ton  m ade a num ber o f announcem ents 

in connection with local arrangem ents.

Notices o f M otion
T he Rev. J. E. E lder handed in a N otice o f M otion anent 

Pacificism.
T he hour o f ad journm ent having arrived, the Assem bly adjourned 

to m eet in the sam e place a t 7.45 p.m. this evening, the M oderato r 
pronouncing the Benediction.

Confirm ed 18th Septem ber, 1953.
H. M . A g n e w , M oderator.
J. P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.



At Springs, and w ithin St. M ichael’s C hurch, on W ednesday, 
16th Septem ber, 1953, at 7.45 p.m ., the G eneral A ssem bly resum ed, 
and was constituted, the Rev. J. B. M irrilees conducting devotional 
exercises.
Thanks to Retiring Moderator

Rev. G avin Smith expressed the thanks of the Presbytery of 
the Orange R iver (European) to the retiring M oderator, R ight Rev. 
P. B. Hawkridge, fo r his visit to  th a t Presbytery. Rev. A. R. S. Poho 
follow ed M r. Sm ith, speaking on behalf o f the Orange River 
(African) Presbytery, and Rev. M. H artslief expressed the appre
ciation of the Presbytery o f the Transvaal.

D r. Hawkridge replied expressing his p leasure a t having been 
able to see the work of the C hurch in those Presbyteries.
Moderator’s Address

T hereafte r the M oderator delivered his opening address, his 
subject being “T he Call o f C hrist and our part in the R edem ption 
of the W orld .”
M oderator’s Chaplain

T he Convener o f the Business C om m ittee reported  that Rev. 
S. P. Lediga had been appointed M o derato r’s C haplain.
Elders for Communion Service

T he Convener o f the  Business Com m ittee reported  th a t the 
follow ing E lders had been appointed to  assist in the dispensation 
o f the Sacram ent on the following d a y :

M essrs. L. L. H ardw ick, A. L. H aiden, R. J. W. Paxton, D. K. 
Adam s, J. Cowie, D. H atla, T. K anyow a and Dr. Sm eath Thom as.
Preachers for Assembly Sunday

T he Convener o f the Business C om m ittee intim ated th a t Services 
on Assem bly Sunday w ould be conducted by the follow ing:

11 a.m. Rev. M. A. H artslief.
7.30 p.m. Rev. J. M anrod  W illiam s, B.A., B.D.
3 p.m. Service fo r A fricans a t Payneville Location. 

P reacher: Rev. S. P. Lediga, L .Th.
T he A ssem bly adjourned to m eet in the sam e place to-m orrow  

at 9 a.m ., the M oderato r pronouncing  the Benediction.

TH IRD SESSION
At Springs, and within St. M ichael's C hurch, on T hursday, 

17th Septem ber, 1953, the Assem bly m et a t 9 a.m. fo r the obser
vance of the Sacram ent o f the L o rd ’s Supper. T he M oderato r 
officiated and Rev. R. H. R. L iddell delivered a C om m union Address.

A t the close o f the C om m union Service the Assem bly adjourned 
for fifteen minutes.
Notices o f M otion

Rev. D. S. R obertson handed in N otices o f M otion anent 
C lauses in the African Missions Report.
Life and Work

The M oderato r called fo r the report o f the L ife and W ork 
Com m ittee, which was presented by Rev. R. H. R. L iddell, who 
addressed the Assem bly thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t C lause 1 o f  the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved and seconded that C lause 2 o f the proposed 
D eliverance be adopted.



Rev. J. B. M irrilees m oved as an am endm ent, seconded by 
Rev. G . Smith that the words “ fo r the deepening of spiritual life” 
be substituted fo r the words “evangelical cam paign.” On being put 
to the vote, the am endm ent was lost. A fter discussion it was agreed 
th a t C lause 2 o f the  proposed D eliverance be adopted  with the 
a lte ra tion  o f the w ord “Jan u ary ” to  “ M arch”.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 3 o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved and seconded that C lause 4 be adopted.
It was m oved as an am endm ent by Rev. H . H . M unro, seconded 

by D r. Sm eath T hom as that the words “ to which the offerings at 
meetings held by the M issioner should be sent” be deleted. On being 
put to the vote the am endm ent was lost.

The M oderator then put C lause 4 to the Assembly and it was 
adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 5 o f the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.

I t  was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t C lause 6 of the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted  with the a ltera tion  o f the word 
“ instructs” , the w ord “com m ends” being substituted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 7 o f the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.

It was m oved and seconded that C lause 8 o f the proposed 
Deliverance be adopted.

Rev. A. M acR obert m oved as an am endm ent, seconded by 
Rev. D. C ouper, that the w ord “com m ends” replace the word 
“directs” . On being put to the vote the am endm ent was lost.

A further am endm ent was moved by Rev. A. G. Leask, seconded 
by Rev. H. H. M unro. that after the w ord “C hurch” the words 
“ or the re tu rn  railw ay fa re” be inserted. On being p u t to  the vote 
the am endm ent was carried.

Rev. L. L. D aw son m oved that afte r “(a) F o r  M inisters” add 
“and Students fo r the M inistry” and delete paragraph  (b). On being 
pu t to the vote the am endm ent wasi lost.

The Convener accepted a suggestion that the word “m inim um ” 
be inserted before the word “ scale” , and also that Probationers be 
included with M inisters. T hereupon th e  M oderato r pu t C lause 8 
as am ended to the Assembly and it was adopted.

I t  was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 9 o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

I t  was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 10 of the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 11 of the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.

It was m oved and seconded that C lause 12 of the proposed 
D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t fu rth er discussion on 
C lause 12 be deferred to a later Session.

I t  was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t C lause 13 of the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 14 o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

I t  was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 15 of the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

The hour o f adjournm ent having ai rived, the Assembly adjourned 
to m eet in the same place this a fternoon  a t 2.15 p.m., the M oderato r 
pronouncing the Benediction.

Confirm ed 18th Septem ber, 1953.
H. M . A g n e w , M oderator.
J. P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.



, 7 , h 'U J ’P rKgS' Wit!y" St' M ichae>’s C hurch, on Thursday, 
17th Septem bei. 1953, a t 2 15 p.m.. the G eneral Assem bly resum ed, 
Kev. b. L enan conducing devotional exercises.

Notices o f Motion
Notices o f M otion were handed in by the Rev D  M cRae 

anent payment o f the railw ay fares o f the Executive Officers o f the 
W om ens Association, and In M em oriam  M inutes.

.Th® C onvener o f the Business Com m ittee m oved that as the 
M oderator had been asked to address the W om en’s Association ut
4 p.m., the chair be taken then by the retiring M oderato r. Agreed.
Remit

The M oderato r called for the Rem it on the Defiance of U niust 
Laws Cam paign The C lerk o f Assembly spoke to this, and it was 
moved seconded and agreed that the Remit be accepted and the 
Clerk thanked for his diligence.

Executive Commission
The M oderator called for the R eport o f the Executive C om 

mission which was presented by the Clerk of Assembly, who 
addressed the Assembly thereanent.
the Report m ° Ved’ seconded and agreed that th e  Assembly receives 

Nomination Committee
r n n J J l L  M ofdetr,atorc  cal,ed f° r ‘he R eport of the N om inations 
C om mittee o f the Executive C om m ission, which was presented by 
m a c  £  Assembly, who intim ated that the Rev. A. M cR obert 
M.A o t St. G eorge’s C hurch, East London, had been nom inated 
as M oderator Designate.

General Secretary’s Report
The M oderato r called for 4he R eport o f the G enera l Secretary 

which was presented by Mr. Paterson W hyte who addressed the 
Assembly thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that the R eport be received 
The M oderato r thanked M r. W hyte fo r his work.

Hostel Report
u  ^ e  M oderato r called fo r the R eport o f the Com m ittee o f the 
Hostel at King W illiam s Town, which was presented by M r J R 
Allison who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lauses 1 and 2 of 
the proposed Deliverance be adopted.

The M oderator thanked Mr. Allison for his presentation of 
the report.

Life and Work
. T hereafter the Assembly resum ed discussion on the R eport of 

the Lite and W ork Com m ittee.
It was m oved and seconded that C lause 12 of the proposed 

Deliverance be adopted. On being pu t to the vote this C lause of 
the proposed D eliverance was lost and was deleted

It was m oved and seconded that C lause 16 of the proposed 
Deliverance be adopted.

Rev. H. H. M unro m oved. Rev. D. M cRae seconded, that the 
word com m ends” be inserted in the place of the word “ directs” .

On being put to the vote the am endm ent was carried, and the 
Clause as am ended was adopted.



It was m oved and seconded th a t C lause 17 of the proposed 
D eliverance be adopted. On being pu t to the vote this Clause of the 
p roposed D eliverance was lost and was deleted.

It was m oved and seconded th a t C lause 18 o f the proposed 
D eliverance be adopted.

The Assembly adjourned fo r fifteen minutes.
On resum ption, the Convener o f the Life and W ork Com mittee 

sought the perm ission of Assembly to a lter the words “ Revised 
V ersion” to “ Revised V ersions” in C lause 18. Perm ission 'being 
granted, the C lause was pu t to the Assembly, and was adopted

It  was m oved and seconded that C lause 19 be adopted. ’ On 
being pu t to the vote this C lause o f the proposed Deliverance was 
lost and was deleted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 20 of the 
p roposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that Clause 21 o f the 
p roposed D eliverance be adopted.

The M oderato r thanked the Convener fo r his presentation of 
the Report.

Deaconess Report
The M oderato r called for the R eport of the Deaconess C om 

m ittee, which was presented by M r. L. H ardw ick, who addressed 
the Assem bly thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 1, 2 and 3 
o t the proposed D eliverance be adopted.

T he M oderator thanked M r. H ardw ick fo r his presentation 
o f the Report.

Intimations

t u 6 ®us’ness Convener m ade a num ber o f intim ations
The hour o f adjournm ent having arrived, the Assembly adjourned 

to m eet in the  sam e place this evening a t 7.45 p.m ., the M oderator 
pronouncing the Benediction.

Confirm ed 18th Septem ber, 1953.
H. M. A g n e w , M oderator.
J. P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.

FIFTH SESSION
, A ' Springs, and w ithin St. M ichael’s C hurch, on Thursday, 
17th Septem ber, 1953, at 7.45 p.m ., the G enera l A ssem bly resum ed 
and was constituted, Rev. L. L. Dawson conducting devotionai 
exercises.

Church Extension and Aid
The M oderato r called for the Report of the C hurch Extension 

and Aid Com m ittee, which was presented by the Rev. H. H. M unro 
who addressed the Assem bly thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 1 of the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

11 ® ° ve4  seconded and agreed that C lause 2 o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that C lauses 3 and 4 o f the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 5 o f the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 6 o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.



It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 7 of the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.

It was m oved and seconded that C lause 8 be adopted.
It was m oved as an am endm ent by Rev. Ian  M cD onald, 

seconded by Rev. T. L. Clarice, th a t C lause 8 o f the proposed 
Deliverance be deleted.

On being pu t to the vote the am endm ent was carried, becam e 
the substantive m otion, and was adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 9 o f the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 10 of the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 11 of the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 13 be adopted 
with the a lteration  of the w ord “accruing” to “ reverting” .

It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t C lause 14 of the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

T he M oderator thanked Mr. M unro for his presentation  of 
the Report.

Local Arrangements
T he Convener o f the Business C om m ittee m ade a num ber of 

intim ations in connection with local arrangem ents.
T he hour o f ad journm ent having arrived, the Assembly adjourned 

to m eet in the same place to-m orrow  at 9 a.m ., the M oderator 
pronouncing the Benediction.

Confirm ed 18th Septem ber, 1953.
H. M. A g n e w , M oderator.
J. P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.

SIXTH SESSION
At Springs, and within St. M ichael’s C hurch, on F riday, 18th 

Septem ber, 1953, at 9 a.m ., the G eneral Assembly resum ed, and 
was constituted. Rev. D. J. D arlow  conducting devotional exercises.

Rev. Emlyn Jones
The C onvener of the Business C om m ittee m oved, and it was 

seconded, that the nam e of the Rev. Em lyn Jones be added to  the 
list o f C om m issioners, this having been inadvertently om itted. Agreed.

The Convener of the Business C om m ittee fu rther m oved, and 
it was seconded, that a Petition from  the O range R iver European 
Presbytery anent an itinerant M inister, which had arrived too la4e 
for insertion in the Papers of Assembly, be received, and that it 
be considered and reported  on by the O verture Com m ittee. Agreed.

Visiting Delegates
Rev. R . M . Fraser.—T he M oderator welcom ed Rev. R. M. F raser, 

a representative o f the Church of Scotland M ission C ouncil. M r. 
F raser addressed the Assembly, and conveyed greetings from  the 
Council.

African M issions
The M oderato r called fo r the R eport o f  the C om m ittee on 

A frican M issions, which was presented by Rev. D. S. R obertson, 
who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t C lause 1 o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted. In speaking to C lause I o f the 
Deliverance, Rev. D. J. D arlow  paid  tribu te  to  the devoted work 
of the late M r. Wm. Fleming.



i H was .a8reec^ .lbat the report o f the N atal Presbytery, sent too 
R eport p n n tln g  ln e A ssem bly Papers, be incorporated in the

The A ssem bly ad journed  fo r fifteen m inutes.
. . .  The A ssem bly resum ed discussion on the R eport o f the  African 
M issions Com m ittee.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 2 o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

I t  was m oved and seconded that C lause 3 o f the proposed 
D eliverance be adopted. y
u J 1 WH? as an am endm ent by Rev. H. H. M unro. seconded
by Rev. J. M cDowel that the sum of £100 each to Iona H ouse 
an °  f" e .V,oved.ale ? lbll  School, respectively, be paid out o f the 
Budget A llocation for External Objects, such am ounts being paid
external object been the practice in the case o f paym ents to

On being pu t to the vote the am endm ent was carried, and it
W3S 5g!ie(L 1 j at CJause 3 o f the proposed D eliverance as thus am ended be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 4 o f the 
proposed  D eliverance be deferred.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that Clause 5 o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 6 o f the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.
,  was m oved by the Convener o f the Business C om m ittee that 
the Assembly grants perm ission for the form al com plaint m ade by 
the A frican M issions Com m ittee to be w ithdraw n, and the m atter 
dealt with in term s of C lause 7 o f the proposed Deliverance.

This was duly sconded and agreed to.
It was m oved and seconded that C lause 7 o f the proposed 

D eliverance be adopted. F
It was m oved as an am endm ent by Rev. A. G. Leask, seconded 

f R,ev- J an M cD onald, that the Assembly condones the licensing 
o t Mr. S. A. L ehari and instructs Presbyteries that no A frican 
Student is to be taken on trials fo r licence until the A frican M issions 
C om m ittee has issued a certificate to the Presbytery th a t the student 
has com pleted his studies to the satisfaction o f the A frican M issions 
Com m ittee.

T he Convener o f the A frican M issions C om m ittee agreed to 
have this C lause substitu ted  fo r C lause 7 o f the proposed Deliverance, 
and it was agreed th a t his am endm ent be adopted  as C lause 7 of 
the Deliverance.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that discussion on C lause 8 
o t the proposed D eliverance be deferred.

It was m oved and seconded th a t C lause 9 o f the proposed 
D eliverance be adopted.

T he hour o f  ad journm ent having arrived, the A ssem bly adjourned 
to m eet again in the same place this a fternoon at 2.15 p m  the 
M oderator pronouncing the Benediction.

Confirm ed 22nd Septem ber, 1953.
H. M. A g n e w , M oderator.
J. P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.

SE V E N T H  SESSION
At Springs, and within St. M ichaels C hurch, on F riday, 18th 

Septem ber. 1953, at 2.15 p.m., the G eneral Assembly resum ed, and 
was constituted, Rev. E. Thethiw e conducting devotional exercises.



Notices o f M otion
E - S- Eadie handed in a N otice o f M otion anent the 

Youlh D epartm ent, and Rev. L. L. Dawson handed in a N otice of 
M otion anent a new Standing Com m ittee o f G eneral Assembly.
Minutes

The M inutes o f Sessions one to six having been circulated, 
were taken as read and confirm ed, a lterations being noted.

African M issions
. . .  !n reP*y t0 a question as to when the discussion on the A frican 
Missions R eport would be resum ed, it was m oved, seconded and 
agreed th a t the m atter be referred to the Business Com m ittee.

Bantu Presbyterian Church
c B' M o ,aba- The M oderator welcomed Rev. R B M olaba

ot the Bantu Presbyterian C hurch. M r. M olaba addressed the 
Assembly conveying the greetings o f the Bantu Presbyterian C hurch.

Education for the Ministry
The M oderator called fo r the R eport o f the C om m ittee on 

E ducation foi the M inistry, which was presented by Rev. J. 
M cDowall, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

5 eV- M cD ° n? ld drew attention  to the generosity of
the Niven T rust, and it was agreed that the Business Com m ittee 
draw up a resolution of thanks which w ould include a ll Funds from  
which m onies are received, this to be considered when the F inance 
Com m ittee R eport is considered.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that the proposed D eliver
ance as a w hole be adopted.

The M oderato r thanked the Convener for his p resenta tion  of 
the R eport.

Consultative Committee
The M oderator called fo r the R eport o f the  C onsultative C om 

mittee, which was presented by Rev. J. Paterson W hyte, who 
addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was m oved seconded and agreed that the R eport be received 
and the action of the C om m ittee confirm ed.

The M oderato r thanked the Convener fo r his presentation of 
tne Report.

Statistics
The M oderato r called fo r the R eport o f the C om m ittee on 

Statistics, which was presented by Rev. E. S. Pons, who addressed 
the Assembly thereanent.

It was m oved seconded and agreed that the R eport be received 
Rev. H . H M unro m oved that the follow ing be added to the 

Deliverance: ‘A nd draws attention  of congregations that in the 
return of Basic A nnual Stipend’ no am ount paid  as C ost-of-L ivins 
Allowance or o th er allow ance be included.”

Fhis was duly seconded and was agreed to 
The M oderator thanked the Rev. E. S. Pons for his p resen ta

tion of the Report.

Notice of Motion
In M em oriam  M inutes .— N otice o f M otion having been given 

the Convener o f the Business Com m ittee m oved that “The Assembly 
directs that In M em oriam  M inutes to be subm itted to the G eneral 
Assembly shall be approxim ately one hundred w ords.”

This was duly seconded and agreed to.



Visit o f Local Clergy
At this p o in t a deputation  of local clergy was received by the 

A ssem bly upstanding. G reetings were conveyed by the deputation, 
and the M oderator and Rev. j .  Dalziel su itably replied.

T he Assem bly adjourned for fifteen minutes.

Visiting Delegates
Revs. S. A x fo rd  and M . R endall.— The M oderator welcomed 

Revs. S. A xford and M. R endall o f the C ongregational U nion of 
South A frica, who conveyed greetings to the Assem bly from  the 
C ongregational Union.

Chaplains' Report
The M oderato r called for the report o f the Com m ittee on 

C haplains, w hich was presented by Rev. E. S. Eadie. who addressed 
the  Assembly thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that the proposed D eliver
ance as a whole be adopted, with the addition of the w ords “until 
Septem ber, 1954” added at the end of Clause 2 o f the Deliverance.

It was fu rth er m oved by Rev. E. S. Eadie, seconded by Rev. 
Ian  M cD onald, th a t the Assembly requests the P rincipal C haplain 
(Free Churches) to furnish its C haplains’ Com m ittee with annual 
statistics o f Presbyterians serving w ith the U .D .F . This was agreed 
to  and was adopted as C lause 4 o f the Deliverance.

The M oderato r thanked M r. Eadie fo r his p resenta tion  of 
the Report.

African Missions
The Assembly resum ed discussion on the A frican Missions 

Report.
It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 9 o f the* 

proposed D eliverance be adopted.
It was m oved and seconded th a t Clause 8 be adopted, the C on

vener accepting the deletion of the words “ no t in fully  sanctioned 
charges.”

Rev. H. H. M unro m oved as an am endm ent th a t the words 
£15 per m onth be changed to £20 per m onth, that the w ord “m unici
pal” be deleted and the w ord “G overnm ent” inserted, and th a t the 
words “ plus £4 per annum  fo r each child under the age of 16 years” 
be deleted. This was seconded by Rev. E. S. Eadie. On being pu t 
to  the vote, the am endm ent was lost.

Rev. A. G. Leask m oved as an addendum , seconded by M r.
I. S. C. M cD onald, that the w ords “fo r this y ear” be added to the 
C lause. Agreed.

C lause 8 o f the proposed D eliverance with this addendum  
was adopted.

Leave of Absence
Leave of absence was granted  to M r. J. R. A llison as from  

Saturday m orning.
The hour o f ad journm ent having arrived, the Assembly adjourned 

to meet in the same place to-m orrow  m orning a t 9 a.m ., the 
M oderato r pronouncing the Benediction.

Confirm ed 22nd Septem ber, 1953.
H. M. A g n e w , M oderator.
J. P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.



A t Springs, and w ithin St. M ichael’s C hurch, on Saturday, 
19th Septem ber, 1953, at 9 a.m .. the G eneral A ssem bly resum ed, 
and was constituted, Rev. J. Dalziel conducting devotional exercises.

Election of M oderator Designate
The M oderato r called fo r nom inations fo r the office o f M odera

to r Designate. Rev. D. M cRae reported  that the unanim ous nom ina
tion o f the N om ination Com m ittee was Rev. A. M cR obert fo r the 
office o f  M oderator Designate, and he m oved th a t Rev. A. M cR obert 
o f St. G eorge’s C hurch, East London, be M oderato r Designate. 
This was seconded by the Rev. D. S. R obertson.

Rev. M. A. H artslief m oved, the Rev. I. M cD onald  seconded, 
that Rev. A. G. Leask be M oderato r Designate.

On being put to the vote by ballot, the M oderator declared 
Rev. A. M cR obert, M oderato r Designate.

Time and Place of N ext Assembly
It was m oved, seconded and agreed that the next Assembly 

meet on W ednesday, 15th Septem ber, 1954, at 3 p.m.
Rev. J. Dalziel, on behalf o f the Presbytery of N atal, extended 

an invitation to the Assem bly to m eet a t D urban  in Septem ber, 1954.
The invitation was accepted with acclam ation, the M oderato r 

expressing the  thanks o f the Assembly.

Selection Committee
Interim  R eport.—T he M oderator called for the Interim  R eport of 

the Selection Com m ittee, which was presented by Rev. A. M cR obert, 
who subm itted the names o f proposed Conveners.

It was agreed that Rev. D. S. R obertson rem ain as Convener 
of the A frican M issions C om m ittee fo r a fu rth er year.

Women’s Association
At this point the Assembly received the President and Executive 

of the W om en’s Association. The President, at the request o f the 
M oderator, addressed the Assembly and handed to the M oderator 
a cheque for the sum  o f £ 100 fo r the G eneral Funds of the C hurch. 
The M oderator gratefully accepted this and expressed the apprecia
tion of the Assembly.

The Assembly adjourned for fifteen m inutes.

African M issions
The Assembly resum ed discussion on the R eport o f A frican 

Missions.
Notice o f M otion having been given, Rev. D . S. R obertson 

moved that the Assembly receive the Budget as revised in the light 
of the increased contributions asked fo r by the F inance Com m ittee. 
This was seconded by Mr. D. K. Adams.

Rev. D. M cRae m oved, seconded by M r. H. W eir, that C lause 4 
of the proposed Deliverance rem ain as prin ted  in the Papers.

On being put to the vote the am endm ent was carried, and 
Clause 4 o f the proposed D eliverance was adopted.

Children’s Home
The M oderator called fo r the R eport of 'the C om m ittee on the 

C hildren’s Flome, which was presented by M r. R. J. W. Paxton, 
who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed th a t the Assem bly go into 
Committee.



the £ ™ i M , ° c S r ? S o S j  r“ " med “
Leave o f Absence

M e s i seT r 0f HabSM CV WaS gi;an‘e d .„t0 Rev- J - M anod Williams, Messrs. J. G . H . M acKenzie, J. T raill and A. Bain.
Notices of M otion

rv m iie  W/ S, agref d .that Assembly grant permission to Rev. T. 
C opeland to subm it a N otice o f M otion anent the Presbyterian
w n T T h / h  ih°  f H ' H ' M unro to subm it a N otice o f M otion 
anent the holding of a convenership fo r m ore than three years 

1 he h o u r o f adjournm ent having arrived, the Assem bly adjourned 
to m eet again on M onday, 21st Septem ber, 1953, at 9 a.m. the 
M oderator pronouncing the Benediction.

Confirm ed 23rd Septem ber, 1953.
H. M. A o n e w , M oderator.
J. P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.

N IN T H  SESSION

T i c e ’ tSpri ngS\ r ,acn-,d w Lthin St- M 'chael’s C hurch, on M onday, 
-1st Septem ber, 1953, at 9 a.m ., the G eneral Assembly resum ed, and 
was constituted. Rev. S. P. Lediga conducting devotional exercises.
Greetings

T he C onvener o f the Business Com m ittee read to the Assem bly 
a num ber o f greetings from  churches and individuals
n f  R ^ n v L R Q,AS4 e^ hUr. t ’ h  Sor" e’ G - B- M olefe; Congregations of Bellvijle; St A ndrew s, C ape Tow n; St. G eorge’s, East' London; 
Stutterheim  and D istrict; H eilbron; Rev. M olebatsi and congregation- 
South A frican N a tiona l Sunday School A ssociation; N ational U nion 
Against^ Misuse A lcohol; W om en’s A ssociations o f Kroonstal- St 
Andrew s, Beaconsfield; St. A ndrew ’s, King W illiam ’s Town; Sydney 
R oad; St. Andrew  s and Evening G roup , Cape Town; Mrs. M olebatsi 
and Branch; D u rb an  U nited  Branches; Jun io r and Senior G irls’ 
A uxiliary, J.B .’s and W .A., Greyville.

Youth Department

The M oderator called for the R eport o f the Youth D epartm ent 
which was presented by the Rev. J. Dalziel, who addressed the 
Assem bly thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t C lause 1 o f the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.

I t  was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 2 o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved and seconded th a t C lause 3 o f  the proposed 
D eliverance be adopted.

N otice o f M otion having been given, it was m oved as an 
am endm ent by Rev. E. S. Eadie, seconded by Rev. E. S. Pons.

“T hat the Assem bly rescinds all previous resolutions with 
regard  to the use o f  Lesson H elps in the Presbyterian  Church 
of South A frica and now instructs a ll Sessions to see that the 
Lesson G uides provided by ou r own Y outh  D epartm ent are  in 
use in every Sunday School in our C hurch, and th a t all o ther 
Lesson G uides are discarded.

“T he Assembly instructs the Convener o f the Y outh  D epart
m ent to produce and publish the Sunday School Lesson Helps 
fo r use th roughou t the year in the Presbyterian  C hurch of 
South  A frica .”



On being put to the vote, the am endm ent was lost.
Clause 3 as set fo rth  in the p roposed D eliverance was adopted.
It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t C lause 4 o f the 

proposed Deliverance be adopted.
It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 5 o f  the 

proposed Deliverance be adopted.
It was m oved and seconded that C lause 6 o f the proposed 

Deliverance be adopted.
Rev. H. H. M unro m oved as an am endm ent th a t the reference 

of the Assembly on gambling be referred to the C hurch and N ation 
Committee, and that C lause 6 o f the proposed D eliverance be 
deleted. This was duly seconded.

On being pu t to the vote, the am endm ent was carried, becam e 
the substantive m otion, and was adopted  as the D eliverance c f  
Assembly.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 7 o f the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 8 o f the 
prsposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved and seconded that the follow ing be C lause 9 o f 
the D eliverance:

“T hat the second Sunday in M ay be observed as Y outh
Sunday in all churches.”
T he Convener accepted the suggestion th a t Y outh  Sunday be 

observed on the third Sunday in O ctober.
It was therefore agreed that the follow ing be C lause 9 o f the 

D eliverance: “The Assembly agrees that the third Sunday of 
O ctober be recognised as Assembly Y outh Sunday.”

T he A ssem bly adjourned fo r fifteen minutes.
On resum ption the M oderator thanked the C onvener o f the 

Y outh D epartm ent fo r his presentation  o f the Report.

“Leader”

The M oderator called fo r the R eport o f the “ L eader” C om 
m ittee. which was presented by Rev. A. M cR obert, who addressed 
the Assembly thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that the proposed Deliver
ance as a whole be adopted.

The M oderator thanked M r. M cR obert fo r his presentation of 
the Report.

Book Room  and Publications
The M oderator called fo r the R eport o f the Book R oom  and 

Publications Com m ittee, which was presented by Rev. C. C. Stunden 
who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that the proposed D eliver
ance as a whole be adopted.

T he M oderator thanked M r. Stunden fo r his presentation of 
the Report.

African Missions

T he A ssem bly resum ed discussion of the A frican Missions 
Report.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 10 o f the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t C lause 11 o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted, with the deletion of the words 
on E ducation  fo r the M inistry.”

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 12 o f the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.



Notice o f M otion
N otice o f M otion  having been given, Rev. D. S. R obertson 

m oved, and it was seconded that “The Assem bly re-appoint the 
Assessors to the Presbyteries o f the O range River (A frican and 
E uropean) and enjoins the congregations o f bo th  Presbyteries to 
consider the im plications o f a full and unconditional union and 
report to next A ssem bly through the A frican M issions C om m ittee.”

M r. R obertson accepted the deletion o f the w ords “ through the 
African M issions C om m ittee” and the resolution was adopted.

The M o derato r thanked M r. R obertson for his presentation 
of the A frican M issions Report.
Leave of Absence

Leave o f absence was granted to Revs. D. J. D arlow  and 
W. Croll.

T he hour o f adjournm ent having arrived, the Assembly adjourned 
to meet this a fternoon  at 2.15 p.m ., the M oderato r pronouncing the 
Benediction.

Confirem d 23rd Septem ber, 1953.
H. M. A g n e w , M oderator.
J. P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.

TENTH  SESSION
At Springs, and within St. M ichael’s C hurch, on M onday 

21st Septem ber, 1953, at 2.15 p.m., the G eneral Assembly resum ed, 
and was constituted, Rev. G. E. A. Pons conducting devotional 
exercises.
Finance Report

T he M oderator called for the R eport of the F inance C om 
m ittee, w hich was presented by Rev. J. Paterson W hyte. M r. W hyte 
requested the A ssem bly to grant perm ission to M r. G. D. W ilson 
to speak to  the R eport. Agreed.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 1 o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

I t  was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 2 o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

In  p resenting  C lause 3 o f  the proposed D eliverance Rev. J. 
Paterson W hyte m oved, and it was duly seconded, th a t the Assem bly 
approves the C om m ittee’s proposed  Budget fo r 1953/54 as set 
out in the R eport with the follow ing a lte ra tio n s : M inisters’ W idow s’ 
and  O rphans’ Fund , £700; Aged and Infirm  M inisters’ Fund , £700; 
G ran ts to external objects, £500. Agreed.

Rev. D. S. R obertson m oved as an  am endm ent, Rev. E. S. Eadie 
seconded, that the C hildren’s H om e allocation  be reduced by £500 
and that the A frican M issions Com m ittee am ount be increased by 
a corresponding am ount.

On the suggestion of Dr. Sm eath Thom as, it was agreed that 
the am endm ent be taken in two parts.

On being pu t to the vote, the first p a rt o f the am endm ent 
was lost, and on being pu t to the vote, the second p a rt o f the 
am endm ent was lost, the am ount o f £3,000 rem aining in the Budget 
fo r the C hild ren’s H om e, as printed in the Papers.

It was fu rth er moved as an am endm ent by Dr. Sm eath Thom as, 
and duly seconded, that the Budget a llocation  o f £3,000 fo r the 
C hildren’s H om e, be dim inished by any contributions m ade by The 
Friends o f the H om e Fund.

Rev. J. Paterson W hyte accepted this am endm ent.
C lause 3 o f the proposed Deliverance with the alterations 

originally  proposed, viz.. M inisters’ W idows’ and O rphans’ Fund, 
£700; Aged and Infirm  M inisters’ Fund , £700; E xternal Objects, £500, 
was adopted.



A further am endm ent was m oved by Rev. H. H . M unro, 
seconded by Rev. D. S. R obertson, th a t the sum of £500 as allocated  
in the Budget for Expenses re M issioner be deleted.

On being pu t to the vote, the am endm ent was lost, the sum 
of £500 as Expenses re M issioner rem aining as prin ted  in the  Papers.

It was m oved and seconded th a t C lause 4 o f  the proposed 
Deliverance be adopted

Rev. H. H. M unro m oved as an am endm ent, seconded by 
Rev. R. H. R. Liddell, th a t C lause 4 (b) o f the proposed D eliverance 
be deleted.

On the suggestion of Dr. Sm eath T hom as that it be an instruc
tion of the Finance C om m ittee that its M inutes be sent to the 
Clerks o f Presbyteries fo r the inform ation of Presbyteries, the 
mover of the am endm ent and the seconder accepted this.

On being put to the vote, the am endm ent was carried  and 
became Clause 4 (b) o f  the proposed D eliverance as fo llo w s: 

“The Assembly instructs the F inance C om m ittee th a t its
M inutes be sent to  the C lerks o f Presbyteries fo r the in form a
tion o f Presbyteries.”
It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 5 o f the 

proposed D eliverance be adopted with the addition  o f the words 
“and the Church o f Scotland” after the w ords “ Presbyterian C hurch 
in Ireland.’’

It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t the Assem bly expresses 
its appreciation of the generous donations m ade by the R obert 
Niven T rust to various C hurch Funds.

It was m oved and seconded th a t C lause 6 o f the proposed 
Deliverance be adopted.

It was m oved as an am endm ent by Rev. H . H . M unro, seconded 
by Dr. Sm eath Thom as, th a t the G eneral A ssem bly appoints an 
ad hoc  com m ittee to act in conjunction with the C hildren’s H om e 
Committee, to consider the adm inistration o f the C hild ren’s Hom e, 
and to report to the M oderato r and Clerk of A ssem bly before 
1st M arch, 1954.

On being pu t to the vote the  am endm ent was carried, became 
Clause 6 o f the Deliverance, and was adopted.

The hour o f adjournm ent having arrived, the Assembly adjourned 
to meet this evening a t 7.45 p.m ., the M oderato r p ronouncing the 
Benediction.

Confirem d 23rd Septem ber, 1953.
H . M. A g n e w , M oderator.
J .  P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.

ELEVENTH  SESSION
At Springs, and within St. M ichael’s C hurch, on M onday, 

21st Septem ber, at 7.45 p.m ., the G eneral A ssem bly resum ed, and 
was constituted, the Rev. C. C. Stunden conducting devotional 
exercises.

Notice of M otion
A N otice o f M otion anent the Budget was handed in by Rev. 

D. S. Robertson. It was m oved, seconded and agreed that this 
Notice of M otion be not accepted.

Church and Nation
The M oderator called fo r the R eport o f the C hurch and N ation  

Committee, which was presented by Rev. M. A. H artslief, who 
addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 1 o f the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.



It was m oved and seconded th a t C lause 2 o f the proposed 
D eliverance be adopted.

Having given N otice o f M otion, Rev. J. E. E lder moved, and 
it was duly seconded, that

“T he A ssem bly instructs m em bers o f the C hurch th a t they 
prayerfu lly  consider the im plications o f Pacifism in the light 
no t only of the historic  pronouncem ents o f ou r C hurch but of 
the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, not neglecting careful 
study of the writings o f em inent pacifist theologians. And, 
fu rther, the Assem bly having regard to the im portance of 
Pacifism, directs the C hurch and N a tio n  C om m ittee to continue 
its researches in connection w ith this subject and report to 
next Assem bly.”
On being put to the vote the am endm ent was lost.
Rev. J. B. M irrilees m oved as a fu rther am endm ent, and it 

was seconded, that
“ The Assembly instructs m em bers o f the Church that they 

prayerfu lly  consider the  im plications o f Pacifism in the light 
o f the historic pronouncem ents o f the C hurch, and while recog
nising the sincerity o f the supporters o f Pacifism, declares that 
the  New T estam ent perm its o f the interpretation  that the 
C hristian m ay take part in m ilitary activities.”
On being put to the vote the am endm ent was carried, becam e 

the substantive m otion, and was adopted  as Clause 2 o f the 
D eliverance.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t C lause 3 o f the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.

I t  was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t C lause 4 o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

The M oderato r thanked M r. H artslief fo r his presentation  of 
the  R eport.
Ecumenical Relations

T he M oderato r called fo r the R eport o f the C om m ittee on 
E cum enical Relations, which was presented by Rev. T. C opeland, 
who addressed the Assem bly thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that the proposed D eliver
ance as a w hole be adopted with the addition o f the following clause: 

“T he A ssem bly m akes a grant o f  £50 to  the Students’ 
C hristian A ssociation (English-speaking Section).”
N otice of M otion having been given. Rev. T. C opeland m oved that 

“T he A ssem bly do appoin t M r. R obert O rr as its rep re 
sentative a t the Seventeenth G eneral Council o f the A lliance o f 
R eform ed C hurches to  be held in New Jersey, U.S.A. on 
27th July, 1954. and also at the G enera l Assem bly o f the W orld 
C ouncil o f C hurches to be held a t Evanston, Illinois, U.S.A. 
on 15th August, 1954, and th a t the Assem bly do m ake a grant 
o f  m oney to M r. R obert O rr fo r this purpose.”
T his was seconded by Rev. J. E. Elder.
I t  was m oved by M r. H. H. M unro as an am endm ent, and 

duly seconded, th a t M r. R obert O rr be not appointed.
On being put to the vote the am endm ent was carried, becam e 

the substantive m otion, and was adopted.
British and Foreign Bible Society

R ev. T. H aw thorn .— A t this point, the M oderato r called upon 
Rev. T . H aw thorn , a representative o f the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, to address the Assembly.
Children’s Home

The Assem bly resum ed discussion on the R eport o f the C hild
ren’s H om e Com m ittee.



ft was m oved, seconded and agreed [hat C lause I o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lauses 2 to 5 o f the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.

The M oderato r thanked the C onvener fo r his p resenta tion  of 
the Report.

Finance Committee
The A ssem bly resum ed discussion on the R eport o f the 

Finance Com m ittee.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that C lauses 2 and 3 o f 

the proposed Deliverance o f the Aged and Infirm  M inisters’ Fund, 
and C lause 2 o f the M inisters’ W idows’ and O rphans’ Fund  be 
adopted.

Notice of M otion
N otice o f M otion having been given. Rev. D. M cR ae m oved that 

“T he sum o f Fifty Pounds (£50) be paid  to the W om en’s 
A ssociation tow ards their expenses, and F ifteen  Pounds (£15) 
tow ards the cost of their printing, and that the railw ay fares 
of the five Executive Officers, at first class concession rates be 
paid, if they so desire.”
This was duly seconded and agreed to.
It was m oved, duly seconded, and agreed that the Assembly 

resolves that the A ccountant be requested to be present when the 
accounts a re  discussed in o rder to answ er questions thereon.

Rev. H. H. M unro m oved that the Business C om m ittee shall 
in future not make alterations to proposed Deliverances by C om 
mittees. The Assembly agreed to pass from  the subject.

Rev. L. L. D awson, having given N otice o f M otion, m oved 
that a new Standing Com m ittee o f G eneral Assembly, called the 
Regulations C om m ittee, be set up. T he Assem bly agreed to pass 
from the subject.

T he hour of adjournm ent having arrived, the Assembly adjourned 
to m eet to-m orrow  m orning a t 9 a.m ., the M oderator pronouncing 
the Benediction.

Confirem d 23rd Septem ber, 1953.
H. M. A g n e w , M oderator.
J. P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.

TW ELTH  SESSION
At Springs, and within St. M ichael’s C hurch, on Tuesday 

22nd Septem ber, 1953, at 9 a.m ., the G eneral Assembly resum ed, 
and was constituted. Rev. J. N icol Binnie conducting devotional 
exercises.

Notices of Motion
The Assembly agreed to accept the follow ing N otices o f M otion 

handed in by Rev. H. H. M unro.
1. Assembly instructs that all Sundays appointed  fo r special 

observances shall be located in the m onths o f Ju ly  to 
N ovem ber inclusive.

2. Assembly com m ends to all M inisters a fu ller use o f the 
Christian Year.

Leave of Absence
Leave of absence as from  the evening of 22nd Septem ber, 1953, 

was granted to Revs. Hawkridge, R obertson. Dower, M unro, Clark 
Liddell and M cDow all. Leave of absence was granted to Rev. J. E. 
E lder as from  the m orning of W ednesday, 23rd Septem ber.



Overtures ^nd Applications
T he M o derato r called fo r the R eport o f the Com m ittee on 

O vertures, which was presented by Rev. A. G. Leask, who addressed 
the A ssem bly thereanent.

R ev. D. W. Sem ple.— It was m oved, seconded and agreed that 
the application  o f Rev. D. W. Semple for leave to retire be granted.

Rev. D. C ouper.— It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t the 
application of Rev. D. C ouper fo r leave to retire  be granted.

Rev. J. W. Sum m ersgill.— It was m oved, seconded and agreed 
th a t the application  of Rev. J. W. Sum m ersgill for leave to retire 
be granted.

M inisters E m eriti.— Rev. P. B. H aw kridge m oved, and it was 
seconded and agreed, that the title M inister E m eritus  be continued, 
and that parag raph  383 of the Book of O rder be revised.

Rev. A. G. Leask m oved, seconded by  Rev. J. Dalziel, that 
Revs. D. C ouper and J. W. Summersgill be M inisters E m eriti with 
a seat in the Presbytery w ithin whose bounds they m ay reside. 
Agreed.

O verture on Situation in S .A .— It was m oved by Rev. A. G. 
Leask, seconded by Dr. Hawkridge, that the crave o f the O verture 
o f the N a ta l P resbytery  anent “the M ind of C hrist in the present 
s ituation  in South A frica,”  be not granted.

Revs. L. L. Daw son and E. S. Eadie spoke to the Overture.
On being pu t to the vote the crave of the O verture was not 

granted.
O verture re Liaison C om m ittee .— Rev. A. G . Leask m oved, 

seconded by Rev. R. H. R. Liddell, that the crave of the O verture 
be not granted. Rev. D. M cR ae spoke to the Overture.

On being put to the vote the crave of the O verture was not 
granted.

O verture re Deliverance o f L ife  and W ork C om m ittee, 1952.— 
Rev. A. G . Leask m oved, seconded by Rev. R. H. R. L iddell, that 
the crave o f the O verture be no granted. Rev. D. C ouper spoke 
to the  O verture.

On being pu t to the vote the crave o f the O verture was not 
granted.

O verture re E lders as M oderators administering the Sacram ents.— 
Rev. A. G. Leask m oved, seconded by Rev. R. H. R. Liddell, that 
the crave of the O verture be no t granted. Rev. D. M cR ae spoke to 
the Overture.

On being put to the vote the crave o f the O verture was not 
granted.

O verture re Baptism al and M arriage Registers.— Rev. A. G . 
Leask m oved, and it was seconded and agreed that the crave o f the 
O verture be granted.

Petitions
W elkom  Presbyterian C hurch.— It was m oved, seconded and 

agreed that the crave o f the petition be granted.
Seat in Presbytery— R ev. A . G. R ooks.— It was m oved and 

seconded th a t the  crave o f the petition be granted. On being pu t 
to the vote the crave of the petition was granted.

Seat in Presbytery.— Itinerant M inister, O.F.S.— It was m oved, 
seconded and agreed th a t an Itineran t M inister in the O range River 
P resbytery (European) if appointed, m ay have a seat in the P res
bytery o f the Orange River.

T he M oderato r thanked M r. Leask fo r his presentation  of 
the R eport.



Public Worship and Aids to Devotion
The M oderato r called fo r the R eport o f the C om m ittee on 

Public W orship and Aids to D evotion, which was presented by 
Rev. T hom as C opeland, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was m oved and seconded that C lause 1 o f the proposed 
Deliverance be adopted.

The Assembly adjourned for fifteen m inutes.

Minutes
On resum ption, the M inutes o f the Sixth and Seventh Sessions 

of Assembly, which had been circulated, were taken as read and 
were confirm ed, a lterations being duly noted.

Mr. Ian Hay
Rev. John M cD ow all introduced to the Assem bly Mr. Ian H ay, 

a student fo r the M inistry. The M oderato r cordially  welcomed 
Mr. Hay on this his first visit to a G eneral Assembly.

Public Worship and Aids to Devotion
It was agreed that C lause 1 o f the proposed D eliverance be 

adopted.
It was m oved and seconded that C lause 2 o f the proposed 

Deliverance be adopted.
It was m oved as an am endm ent by Rev. R. H. R. Liddell, 

seconded by Rev. D. J. Darlow , that the Assembly authorises the 
Com mittee on Public W orship to proceed with the p repara tion  of 
an Ordinal for use in the courts o f the C hurch.

The Convener accepted the follow ing a d d en d u m :
“ and that the C om m ittee be instructed to revise and reprint

the Service Book of the Presbyterian Church o f South Africa
prepared by D r. E. M acm illan.”
On being put to the vote the am endm ent with the addendum  

was carried, became the substantive m otion, and was adopted.
It was m oved and seconded that C lause 3 o f the proposed 

Deliverance be adopted.
It was m oved as an am endm ent by Rev. D. M cRae, and it 

was seconded, that the word "instructs” be altered to “ recom m ends.” 
On the suggestion o f Rev. J. B. M irrilees, the m over o f the am end
ment accepted the w ord “desirable” in the place o f “practicab le .”

On being put to the vote the am endm ent was lost, and C lause 3 
of the proposed D eliverance was adopted.

Notices of M otion
Notice of M otion having been given. Rev. H. H. M unro m oved, 

seconded by Rev. J. M cD ow all. that Assembly instructs that all 
Sundays appointed fo r special observances shall be located in the 
months of July to N ovem ber inclusive. On the suggestion o f Rev. 
J. B. Mirrilees. Rev. H. H. M unro accepted the following additional 
words “except where such observances do not conflict w ith obser
vance of the Christian Y ear.”

On being put to the vote it was agreed that the resolution be 
adopted.

Notice of M otion having been given. Rev. H. H. M unro moved 
that Assembly comm ends to all M inisters a fu ller use o f the 
Christian Year.

On being put to the vote it was agreed th a t the resolu tion  be 
adopted.



T he M oderato r thanked M r. C opeland fo r his presentation 
of the R eport.

Beneficiary Funds
T he M oderato r called for the R eport o f the Special Com m ittee 

on Beneficiary Funds which was presented by Rev. D. M cR ae, who 
addressed the A ssem bly thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 1 o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved and seconded th a t C lause 2 (a) of the proposed 
D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved as an am endm ent by M r. R. J. W. Paxton, and 
it was seconded, th a t an assessment o f 1 tier cent be m ade on the 
o rd inary  incom e of congregations.

On being pu t to the vote the am endm ent was carried, becam e 
the substantive m otion, and was adopted, C lause 2 (a) now re ad in g : 

“In  R ule 3 (d) fo r 5 /-  per cent read  one per cent.”
It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 2 (b) o f  the 

proposed D eliverance be adopted.
The hour o f adjournm ent having arrived, the Assembly adjourned 

to m eet again this a fternoon  at 2.15 p.m ., the M oderator p ro 
nouncing the Benediction.

Confirem d 23rd Septem ber. 1953.
H. M. A g n e w , M oderator.
J. P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.

TH IRTEENTH  SESSION
At Springs, and within St. M ichael's C hurch, on Tuesday, 

22nd Septem ber, 1953, at 2.15 p.m ., the G eneral A ssem bly resum ed, 
and was constituted, Rev. J. W. Sum m ersgill conducting devotional 
exercises.

Notice o f M otion
Rev. H. H . M unro  intim ated that he wished to w ithdraw  his 

N otice o f M otion anent convenership o f Assem bly Com m ittees. 
Agreed.

Selection Committee
Final R e p o r t— T he M oderato r called for the Final R eport of 

the Selection C om m ittee, which was presented by Rev. A. M cR obert, 
who addressed the A ssem bly thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t the R eport be received. 
It was fu rth er m oved, seconded and agreed that any Convener 

who has served fo r m ore than  three years be re-apDointed fo r a 
fu rth e r year.

Records Committee
The M oderato r called fo r the R eport on Records, which was 

presented by Rev. L. L. D aw son, who addressed the Assem bly 
thereanent.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t the Assembly receives 
the R eport; and that the Records o f the C hurch be attested.

Moderator’s Tour
It was m oved, seconded and agreed that the M oderato r tour 

the Presbyteries o f N a ta l and K ing W illiam ’s Tow n during his term  
o f office.

General Secretary’s Tour
I t  was m oved, seconded and agreed that the G eneral Secretary 

to u r the Presbytery o f Rhodesia.



Beneficiary Funds
The Assembly resum ed discussion on the R eport o f the Special 

Committee on Beneficiary Funds.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that C lause 2 (c) o f the 

proposed Deliverance be adopted.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that C lause 2 (d) o f the 

proposed Deliverance be adopted.
It was moved, and seconded that C lause 2 (e) o f  the proposed 

Deliverance be adopted.
It was moved as an am endm ent by Rev. H. H . M unro, seconded 

by Rev. D. Philips, th a t subscription be on the basis o f a flat rate, 
and that each subscriber shall contribute a t the ra te  o f  £14 p.a. 
to the Fund.

On being pu t to the vote, the am endm ent was carried, becam e 
the substantive m otion, and was adopted, Rule 11 thus reading: 

“ Each subscriber shall contribute an am ount o f £14 p.a.
to the Fund .”
In view of the preceding resolu tion  C lause 2 (f) o f the proposed 

Deliverance was withdraw n.
It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t C lause 2 (g) o f the 

proposed D eliverance be adopted, the question of deducting sub
scriptions at source, being referred to the Com m ittee.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t C lause 2 (h) o f the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 2 (i) and (j) of 
the proposed Deliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 2 (k) o f  the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 2 (1) o f  the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 2 (m) of the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

It was m oved, seconded and agreed th a t C lause 2 (n) o f  the 
proposed D eliverance read as follow s:

“A frican  congregations shall pay  an assessment ra te  o f
|  per cent o f the ord inary  incom e of the congregation.”
It was m oved and seconded that C lause 2 (o) of the proposed 

Deliverance be adopted.
It was m oved as an  am endm ent by Rev. H. H . M unro , and 

it was seconded, that it be m ade an  option fo r the m em bers of 
the O rder o f  O rdained Evangelists to join the Fund , and that if 
the option is taken up, the rate  be the sam e as fo r M inisters.

On being p u t to the vote the am endm ent was lost.
T he hour o f adjournm ent as agreed upon, having arrived, the 

Assembly adjourned to meet this evening at 7.45 p.m ., the M oderato r 
pronouncing the Benediction.

Confirm ed 23rd Septem ber, 1953.
H. M . A g n e w , M oderator.
J. P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.

FOURTEENTH  SESSION
At Springs, and w ithin St. M ichael’s C hurch, on Tuesday, 

22nd Septem ber, 1953, at 7.45 p.m ., the G eneral Assem bly resum ed, 
and was constituted, Rev. A. R. S. Poho conducting devotional 
exercises.
Beneficiary Funds

The Assembly resum ed discussion on the R eport o f  the Special 
Com mittee on Beneficiary Funds.

It was agreed that C lause 2 (o) o f the proposed D eliverance 
be adopted.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that C lause 2 (p) o f the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted.



It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 3 o f  the 
proposed Deliverance be adopted, the word “ordained” being deleted 
before the w ord ‘evangelist” in section (j).

It was m oved, seconded and agreed that C lause 4 of the 
proposed D eliverance be adopted.

T he M oderator thanked Mr. M cRae for his p resen ta tion  of 
the R eport, and also M r. G. D. W ilson fo r his assistance in pre
paring the R eport.
Elders for Closing Communion
t  it C onvener o f the Business Com m ittee announced that the 
follow ing E lders w ould assist at C om m union at the closing service- 
M essrs L. M itchell, A. M ichie, B. A. M aohutsi, C. E Tiley 
W. 1. M cG regor and T. G. Dey.

The Assembly adjourned to m eet the following day  at 9 a m 
the M oderator pronouncing the Benediction.

Confirm ed 23rd Septem ber, 1953.
H. M. A g n e w , M oderator.
J. P a t e r s o n  W h y t e , Clerk.

FIFTEENTH  SESSION
, AJ s Pril?§s- and w ithin St. M ichael’s Church on W ednesday 

23rd Septem ber. 1953, at 9 a.m ., the G eneral Assembly resum ed, 
and was constituted, the M oderator conducing devotional exercises. 
Minutes

The M inutes o f the E ighth to the  Tw elfth Sessions, which had 
been circulated, were taken as read and confirmed.
Votes o f Thanks

Rev. D. M cR ae m oved the follow ing unopposed m otions which 
were received with acclam ation : —

T he Assembly thanks:
(a) The M oderator for his diligence, dignity and courtesy in 

conducting the business o f the court; the G eneral Secretary 
fo r his diligence and care in keeping the M inutes- the 
Business C onvener fo r his guidance of the business o f the 
Assembly; M essrs. G ibson, Hyslop and W inearls for auditing 
the C hurch Accounts.

(b) A ll those who have shared the burden of responsibility 
in connection with the entertainm ent o f the C om m issioners 
especially the Presbytery of the T ransvaal for issuing the 
invitation; the M inister, Office-bearers and m em bers o f St 
M ichael’s fo r their hospitality , and those who m ade arrange
m ents for transport.

(c) H is W orship, the M ayor, and Tow n C ouncillors fo r the 
Civic Luncheon at the C ountry  Club.

(d) T he Session and Board o f M anagem ent o f St. M ichael’s 
C hurch, Springs.

(f) T he M oderato r’s C haplain , Rev. S. P. Lediga.
(e) The O rganist, Mrs. G rabe, and her deputy, M rs H ornby
(g) The Press Representative, Rev. M. A. Hartslief.
(h) M r. G . D. W ilson fo r his able representation of the Finance 

Com m ittee.
(i) Miss C ooke fo r her valuable assistance to  the Com m issioners. 

Moderator’s Closing Address
T hereafte r the M o derato r delivered his closing address.
The Assem bly adjourned for fifteen minutes.

M inutes
On resum ption, the M inutes o f the th irteenth  and fourteenth  

Sessions, which had  been circulated, were taken as read and con
firmed, a ltera tions being noted.

The M inutes o f the present Session were read and directed to 
be confirm ed.



IN  M EM ORIAM  M INUTES
The Assembly heard  the In  M em oriam  M inutes, which were 

read  by Rev. W. G. M cAlester, the A ssem bly standing in thanks
giving and rem em brance at the close o f the reading, and re so lv ed :

The Assembly acknowledges with deep thanksgiving the 
services rendered by fa ith fu l m em bers and office-bearers, who 
having borne witness through the C hurch, have now entered 
into the H igher Service o f  G o d ’s E ternal K ingdom . The 
Assembly also assured a ll m em bers and congregations to whom  
bereavement had come, of its deep sym pathy, and com m ends 
ail such to the abiding com fort o f  the M aster’s Presence.

Rev. Robert Barr, M .A.
On the 10th Septem ber, 1953, the Rev. R obert B arr died 

suddenly while on holiday in England. Born in Scotland 59 
years ago, he studied fo r the M inistry a fte r serving in the 
First W orld W ar. Com ing to South A frica in 1928, he was 
M inister o f M ow bray C hurch till 1947. exercising a strong 
and successful evangelical m inistry. U nder him  the congregation 
started  several m issions am ong the  C oloured people w hich 
still continue.

He was honoured  by the C hurch by being elected M odera
to r o f the G eneral Assembly in 1941. In 1947 M r. B arr left 
fo r K nox Presbyterian C hurch in T o ron to , bu t the influence 
both of his preaching and his writings continued long after 
his departure.

W e rem em ber with great gratitude his labours fo r the 
C hurch in South  Africa.

Elder Robert Allan Ballantyne
On the evening of the 5th February , 1953, A llan Ballantyne 

suddenly collapsed and died after speaking in Parliam ent. H is 
death is a grievous loss to us in Salisbury. Born and reared 
in Alice, where he won distinction in Civic and C hurch affairs, 
he cam e to  Rhodesia in 1928 and started  a business as a draper. 
He entered public life as a M em ber o f Parliam ent fo r H ighlands 
and won the regard of all parties fo r his sterling character and 
honest w orth.

H e was an E lder in Salisbury C hurch and was H on. 
T reasurer fo r over twenty years. He attended the G eneral 
A ssem bly a num ber o f times. H is interest in the young m ade 
him leader o f our Y outh Bible Class fo r m any years.

A m ost lovable m an, a delightful friend, and stout-hearted  
C hristian, we shall long rem em ber him , with gratitude to  G od, 
fo r his life and witness am ong us.

Elder Alexander Anderson Balsillie
A lexander A nderson Balsillie passed suddenly to his rest 

on 4th August, 1953, while on a holiday in D urban. T here  are 
no t m any people o f w hom  it can be said th a t they serve 
all the people all the tim e, bu t M r. Balsillie cam e very near 
to that ideal. H e cam e to South A frica from  Scotland in 1903, 
and after spending a few years at P o rt St. Johns, arrived in 
C ape Town in 1924. H ere he took  up C hurch and social work 
with a zeal that w ould be hard  to equal. H e was C hairm an 
of m any comm ittees, any one of w hich w ould provide an 
ordinary m an with labour enough. He was a P rovincial C oun
cillor, a past Chief of the Caledonian Society, and last year



he was appointed Convener o f the Assembly’s F inance Com- 
r ' l f T  u becarr|e G eneral T reasurer. He had been a Town 
C ouncillor fo r several years and was D eputy M ayor at the 
time of his passing His interest in the Africans was intense 

an^°P§ o ther benefits he was instrum ental in establishing 
the M unicipal C reche at Langa.
n  He also devoted m uch of his tim e to hospital work. The 
C ancer Research Clinic will stand as a m onum ent to his m em ory
thP dfeaJ m ? r,̂  could be written of his endeavours forthe benefit o f his fellow-m en and his w ork for the C hurch 
where he laboured first as a m em ber, then as C hairm an of 
the Board o f M anagem ent o f  the M ow bray Presbyterian C hurch 
to r 11 years and as an Elder since August, 1952 He will be 
rem em bered for his cheerfulness which was always uppermost-

was no*"far a w a ™ ^  Sen° US m° m en ' S ^  haPPY Smi,e ° f hi* 

Elder Robert Oliver Bentley

R obert Oliver Bentley was called hom e with alm ost tragic 
uddenness on 1st Septem ber. 1953. He was a t C hurch only 

two days before, giving a welcome to those attending the service 
and assisting in the taking up o f the offertory He joined 
M ow bray Presbyterian C hurch when he and his family were 
transferred to Cape Town from  Pretoria in F ebruary  1942 
He was a m ost fa ithfu l m em ber and he considered it a duty 
and a privilege to be conscientious in any work assigned to him
Hfl h i  o “ ndertook the duties o f  an E lder ra ther late in 

j  • A nevertheless entered into them  with a zest which was 
adm ired by his fellow Elders. He was gladly welcomed into

a ? S hW f  dehvered the C om m union Cards. R egular 
in his attendance at meetings, he contributed  wisely in the dis-
cheei°fulnae «  “ ndert° ok ^  special du ty  with willingness and 
m i i t h  l f ! '  f  00 se?k Pub l'ci‘y- W hat he did was done 
quietly  m  a m ost unassum ing m anner in love and service fo r
E lders 30 ter' Wl11 be great*Y missed by his fellow

Elder W illiam .John Blore

Of J r h w en th 0CTCUurredr„in Cape Town on M onday, 19th January , o f  M r. W lham  Jo h n  Blore at the age of 46. M r. Blore served 
for several years as a fa ithful E lder at St. A ndrew ’s, Pretorfa
^ n T t h i r l 0 hDU u an ' 94f  h£ j0ined the Frere R«ad Church and there he becam e truly an E lder beloved. He served as
M rs10RlnrP a n d ,as Presbytery E lder for some time. Mr. and 
Mrs. Blore were largely responsible for the organisation and

mem V m age ay Sch° 0 ‘ in the W entw°rth  Govern-

hoiri^f; n\ a n . ° 1' gentle and lovable disposition he nevertheless
h n U Xf6n V16WS~ a manu SUre of W hom  he Relieved. We give thanks fo r every rem em brance o f this Christ-like man.

Elder William M ailer Featherstone

It is w ith deep regret that we record the sudden and un- 
o f PW iir ,  P MS'ni8 n  H igher Service on the 18th M ay. 1952
of B f s S 'n  DMrherSt0H - A high^  a " d WEll-|oved membe^ fn l  D urban . He was ordained to the E ldership
_ - Jam es , Johannesburg , and on being transferred to D urban
rh n m h  yenrS ag° ’ at ? nce associated him self with the Berea 
C hurch and was soon after called to serve the congregation



as a m em ber o f Session. H e honoured  his office in all things 
and the quiet simple sincerity of his fa ith  invested his pe r
sonality with a winsomeness that was apparen t to all who 
knew him. He was a fa ith fu l shepherd to the flock o f his dis
trict. and he loved to visit them as they loved to welcome him.

We give hum ble and hearty  thanks to A lm ighty G od fo r the 
influence of a dedicated life, and for the service he so gladly 
rendered to the cause of Jesus C hrist in Piis hom e, in our 
C hurch and in the world.

Elder William Fleming
W illiam Fleming, a faithful E lder o f the C hurch , died 

on the 11th Septem ber, 1953. W hen M r. Flem ing retired from  
work in the S tandard  Bank, he gave all his tim e and energy 
to M issionary work. He went overseas fo r a course in Biblical 
study and then took charge o f the M ission a t N ’T habasinduna. 
Here he did m ost valuabfe w ork fo r over fo u r years. H e then 
accepted the post of Bursar a t F o rt H are. H e was interested 
in all College affairs and took his turn  in conducting services. 
He was carefu l to gain personal knowledge of the students.

We honour him fo r his ardent and efficient and devoted 
service to O ur Lord and M aster.

Elder David Hogg
On the 7th July, 1953, D avid Hogg, having served his 

generation, fell asleep. One of the oldest m em bers o f St. M ark ’s, 
Yeoville, he loved the C hurch and gave of his best in her 
service, as Sunday School worker, m em ber o f the C hoir and 
Board of M anagem ent, and fo r th irty  years as ru ling  Elder. 
He was exem plary in his attendance at public w orship and 
faithfully  discharged his duties as an  E lder. F o r  som e years 
he represented St. M arks on the T ransvaa l Presbytery, where 
his work is still rem em bered with gratefu l appreciation. He 
leaves behind him  a rich heritage of faithfulness, o f  duty well 
done, and of quiet, steadfast witness fo r the M aster.

Elder David Nicol Keay
D avid N icoll K eay was a foundation  m em ber and office

bearer o f the Ellensdale Preaching Station and of the parent 
C hurch in Newcastle. He becam e an E lder in 1907 and was 
ever fa ith fu l in attendance, loyal in service and steadfast in faith.

Elder Robert William McLeod
M r. R obert M cLeod had a very long association with 

St. A ndrew ’s C hurch, D urban. H e cam e to this country  as a 
young m an over fifty years ago and fo r practically all that 
length of tim e was a fa ith fu l and devoted m em ber o f our 
Church. He took office as m anager in 1922 and was ordained 
as E lder in 1947. H e was a m em ber of the P roperty  C om m ittee 
for m any years and had acted as its C hairm an up un til a 
year ago. He put his whole heart and soul into the w ork of our 
congregation. H e will be m uch missed by all the m em bers of 
St. A ndrew ’s, bu t especially by those with w hom  he was asso
ciated in the Session and Board.

Elder Andrew William M urray
St. Andrew ’s congregation and Session, P reto ria , have sus

tained a great loss in the passing o f Andrew  W illiam  M urray , 
our senior E lder, who passed to his rest on the 19th August, 1953.



from  r w  ^  y- J01T St' Andrew  '*> Pretoria , by certificate 
JJiTh ^  P ’ m Ja n u a ry’ 1902> and at the time of his
death  he was our senior m ale m em ber o f the congregation. 
He was m ade a m em ber o f the Board of M anagem ent in 1908, 
and ordained an  E lder in 1913. As long as he was able he gave’
rh r-c t  u  servlc.e to , .our congregation and to the cause of 
Christ. He never lost his deep love of St. A ndrew ’s and to the 
last he kept a keen interest in her plans and witness

A ndrew  M urray  we would rejoice in a faithful servant 
o f H is Lovef forever with G od in the N earer Presence

Elder William Paterson
The Session of the Berea C hurch, D urban, records with

7 o «  r e frei„ t-51r  pas5Jng frorn ,ts fellowship on the 10th January , 
1953 o t W illiam Paterson, a fte r a long and progressive dis- 
ability, bravely borne.

Born in C oatbridge, Scotland, he em igrated to this country  
h tty  years ago as an em ployee of the N a ta l G overnm ent R ail
ways On his appointm ent to the D urban  area he associated 
him self with the congregation o f Berea which, fo r twenty-five 
t S rS’ , he ?erved faithfully  and well. H e was ordained to the 
E ldership in 1938, and in all things, by his walk and con
versation he upheld  the dignity o f that honoured office. We 
give thanks to A lm ighty G od fo r  o u r rich m em ories o f a 
b ro ther who served his Lord in sim plicity, sincerity, and love 
called now to take the place he has so w orthily earned am ong 
the great cloud o f witnesses.

Elder James Rodger
It is with very deep regret that the death o f M r. Jam es 

Rodger is recorded.
He will be rem em bered fo r his devotion and faithfulness 

no t only to the congregation o f which he was a m em ber but 
in the w ork of the C hurch as a whole.

F o r  m any years he was Convener o f the G eneral A ssem bly’s 
Statistics Com m ittee, and this w ork he carried ou t with m eticu
lous care. A part, however, from  this particular task, he had 
the interests and the w elfare o f the C hurch as a w hole very 
m uch at heart, and during m eetings o f G eneral Assembly he 
contributed  frequen tly  in debate.

He was a lover o f C hurch m usic, and on m ore than  one 
occasion played the organ at D evotional Services p rior to 
Sessions o f the Assembly.

In latter years he was an E lder in M ow bray Presbyterian  
C hurch, Cape, carrying ou t his duties quietly  and conscien
tiously One notable  piece o f w ork which he com pleted was a 
detailed C om m unicants’ Roll o f all m em bers o f M ow bray 
C hurch since the inception o f the congregation.

His fine tradition  of service is being carried on by his 
family, all o f w hom  are showing a like devotion and deep 
interest m  the affairs o f  the C hurch.

Elder William Stewart
M r. W illiam  Stewart, Session C lerk of St. G eorge’s Jo h an 

nesburg, passed to his rest on the 13th June, 1953, at the age 
of 75 years. He cam e to South A frica in 1902. He brought to 
this land high ideals o f education. A t A liwal N orth , and later



at Johannesburg, he m ade a repu tation  for him self in his chosen 
profession. H e was a pioneer in the m ovem ent fo r H oliday 
Camps for schoolchildren.

M r. Stew art was also a m an o f a strong and deep faith  
and he served a series o f congregations in the Eldershio. F o r 
many years he was Session C lerk o f St. G eorge’s, and no 
Minister ever had a stronger or m ore fa ith fu l friend. N o church 
ever had an E lder who exemplified m ore faithfu lly  w hat a 
good Elder should  be. In Presbytery and G eneral Assem bly 
he played a strong part in upholding his conception o f the 
G lory o f the C hurch. As Superintendent o f  E ducation  in the 
Mission Schools o f the T ransvaal he had a deep sym pathy for 
the frustrations and difficulties o f the A frican people. H e brought 
to this work a true sense of dedication. H e was also a m em ber 
of the O rder o f Lay Preachers. He will be missed in St. G eorge’s 
and in the Councils o f the C hurch.

Rev. Robert Whyte, B.D.
W ith the passing of the Rev. R obert W hyte a valued 

personal contact with St. A ndrew ’s C hurch, C ane Tow n, has 
been broken. A lthough retired from  the active pasto ral m inistry 
fo r several years, he continued to the last to give a distinguished 
witness th rough  the m edium  of his pen, and in his quiet, u n 
obtrusive witness, o f  the fa ith  th a t was in him . The staff of 
the nursing hom e rem arked on the quality  o f his witness, as 
he experienced weakness, w ithout com plaining, and, overcom ing 
his own discom fort, enquired concerning the w elfare o f  others. 
1 found in him  an understanding friend, who gave willingly of 
the richness o f his m ind and experience when consulted. His 
scholarship, the background o f which revealed an outstanding 
course o f academ ic achievem ent, never obtruded, yet it was 
recognised w ithout any self-advertisem ent, a  quality  to  be found 
only in a true  scholar, ever seeking, and sym pathetic tow ards 
lesser minds. C hrist lives to-day in o u r hearts. He lived His 
gospel, and did not depend on elaborate creeds and cerem onials, 
and the C hristian C hurch has m aintained its witness through 
centurits; therefore  the follow ers o f C hrist have witnessed in 
their lives to  the tru ths w hich C hrist revealed.

T he Rev. R obert W hyte dedicated him self to the m inistry 
o f C hrist and in terpreted  H is message by  his life. H e was honest 
and natural in his witness, never descending to anything which 
could be interpreted as meretricious and cheap. H e loved quiet 
ways, striving ta  do full justice to his duties. Sensitive in spirit, 
he was often hu rt, and perhaps exasperated by lesser m inds, 
but never allowed him self to be m oved to a wailing self-pity. 
He was always willing as a loyal m inister o f his C hurch to 
fulfil any service fo r its good governm ent, bu t was never 
am bitious fo r the lim elight o r honours.

We pay tribu te  to the m em ory of one who stressed in his 
m inistry the note o f hope, and whose contact in his pastoral 
work brought to the needy one the very sym pathy and uplifting 
of the M aster. His prayers with the sick, his understanding of 
the aged, his willingness to serve in the spirit o f the M aster, his 
confident message o f an eternal hope to the  sorrow ing. All 
those ministries, which never appear in statistics, endeared him  
to m any and brought C hrist near. An unusual tribu te  was paid  
to his m em ory in a leader in the Cape Times, which only 
em phasised the tru th  th a t his life was dedicated to G od in Christ.
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