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Hy dear Mama, -

This week I had no letters at all from overseas, so wonder if
1 will get extra ones next week. I did, however, receive last “week the
apron and handkerchief that you sent, and they are very nice, many thanks.
Rusty liked the handkerchief, and 1 have been wearing the apron all the time,
because it is convenient to be able just to tie it around. Also it gives
me a good idea of what to make for presents for peoplel

Patrick and Frances also received the puzzles that Vera sent, and
they are delighted with them. Patrick has got his first reading book, the same
one that Tony once had, and is practising without stoppings he is terribly
keen to learn to read, and | think that he will learn fairly quickly. He likes
his school very much. He was so proud when he came home with a note for money
to get his reading book. Tony covered it with brown paper for him, and wrote
his name on it. OF course, Frances wanted a reading book as well, so Tony found
the old one she used to have*, which"is rather messy and .- full- of pencil and
crayon scribbles, Tmt Frances is delighted because it is the same as Patricks,
and she pretends to read the letters the way he does too.

1 told you last time that we were having a terrible hailstorm. Well,
1 did not realise just how rasftc damage it did. The grape vine was nearly wa« ed
to pieces, all hanging down to the ground, and theearth was thick with grapes and
leaves. vegetables were just about destroyed, 1 had the most marvellous
tomatoes nd beans, but they were smashed to pieces, and in some places you
could not even find where the tomato plant had been, except for a stick left stand-
ing there. The tomatoes that were left were so badly marked, they just went bad.
We had hug pumkin plants, but the leaves disappeared entirely, leaving a few
large pumpkins dotted here and there, as though attached to nothing. 1 had a
lovely bed of orange and red daisies in front, and it was beaten down and nearly
destroyed. However, thegarden has begun to recover now from the hail, and it gives
you an idea of how heart-breaking it must be for a farmer to see his crops and
fruit destroyed that way.

There has been quite a glut of fruit recently, and we have been getting
water melons, mangoes, pineapples and other things cheap at the market. Therehas
been so much of it, that the children hardly touch it now, except Tony likes certain
things like watermelon_and mangoes, and can eat it all up, and as for me, 1 will
never get tired of fruit, but got on eating it without stopping.

This is Sunday, it was a beautiful morning, and we went to Kensington Park
with the children just for a change, but this afternoon it has become cloudy and
thereis thunder and lightning, and it is going to rain. We have had a lot of
storagr weather lately, although it is hot in between. Yesterday it was hot and
we had a lovely afternoon at the swimming bath, and Rusty went to watch the
cricket. We went to Violet Weinberg in the evening, her mother is well, and
the children are growing up. Her son, Mark, is a brilliant boy, he reads and
discusses all kinds of scientific books, and is very interested in them.

I am expecting some people to come this aftermoon, so I won’t write any
more now. Everybody is well, and yesterday I went to town with Tony and bought
her a tennis racket - she is starting to learn tennis at school - and also a black
bathing costmme (it Cost £2.9*6, the racket was cheaper) because she wants to take
part in her school gala, and to take part she must have a black costume. The only
cheaper costumes you can get are woollen ones, and Tony is like 0lg>- she makes
such a fuss about a woollen costume, it"s too scratchy, she c&al+-bear it next to
her skin, so I had to get the e xpensive satin elastic kind. 1 have spent all my
money again - just a few things here and there, and it tes,,all gone.

Hilda
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