
IN THE SPECIAL CRIMNAL COURT 
R E G I N A 

V. 
ADAMS AND OTHERS. 

The Defence admits; 
1. That during 1952 the A.N.C. and S.A.I.C. decided to conduct a campaign for 

the Defiance of Unjust Laws, and did conduct a campaign, involving the 
deliberate contravention of certain laws by way of protest and in order to 
bring about political and social changes in South Africa,, 

2. That between March 1954 and July 1955, the A.N.C , S.A.I.C., S.A.C.O.D. and 
S.A.C.P.O. were represented upon the National Action Council for the C.O.P. 
and supported the organisation of the C.O.P, • 

3. That the campaign for the C.O.P., supported by the abovementioned organisations 
involved the collection of demands for inclusion in a Freedom Charter, and 
culminated on 26th June 1955, i n "the adoption of the Freedom Charter at C.O.P. 
in Kliptown. 

4. That after July 1955, the A.N.C., S.A.I.C., S.A.C.O.D., S.A.C.P.O., and 
S.A.C.T.U. were represented upon the National Consultative Committee and 
supported the publication and popularisation of the Freedom Charter. 

5. That the A.N.C., S.A.I.C., S.A.C.O.D., S.A.C.P.O., S.A.C.T.U., and F.S.A.W., 
were opposed to the enactment and/or provisions of the Group Areas Act, the 
Bantu Education Act, the Natives' Resettlement Act and the laws relating to 
the carrying of passes by Africans. 

6. That during the years 1954, 1955, 1956, the A.N.C. conducted campaigns against 
the Bantu Education Act, the Natives' Resettlement Act and the laws relating 
to the carrying of passes by Africans, in the course of which it advocated 

(a) the boycott of Bantu schools by the pupils thereof, 
(b) that the inhabitants of the so-called Western Areas of 

Johannesburg should not leave their homes voluntarily, 
(c) that African women should not voluntarily apply for reference books. 

7. That the A.N.C., S.A.I.C., S.A.C.O.D., S.A.C.P.O., S.A.C.T.U., and P.S.A.W. 
were strongly opposed to the apartheid policy and legislation of the Government 
of the Union of South Africa and denounced the Government in vigorous terms, 

8. That the A.N.C. , S.A.I.C., S.A.C.O.D., S.A.C.P.O., S.A.C.T.U. and F.S.A.W. 
criticised the present constitution of the Union of South Africa,, 

9. That the A.N.C., S.A.I.C., S.A.C.O.D., S.A.C.P.O., S.A.C.T.U, and F.S.A.W, 
demanded the substitution of a new and radically different government and in 
particular advocated 

(a) a system of government based upon universal adult suffrage, 
(b) the abolition of all forms of racial discrimination* 

10. That the A.N.C., S.A.I.C., S.A.C.O.D., S.A.C.P.O., S.A.C.T.U. and F.S.A.W. 
accepted the view that extra-parliamentary activity should be resorted to, 
and advocated and carried on extra-parliamentary activity* 

11. That during the years 1954, 1955 and 1956, the A.N.C., S.A.I.C., S.A.C.O.D. and 
S.A.C.P.O. recruited or supported the recruitment of a body of persons known as 
the Freedom Volunteers, 

12. That the A.N.C., S.A.I.C., S.A.C.O.D., and S.A.C.P.O. criticised the colonial 
system and sympathised with the efforts of colonial countries to obtain self 
government. 
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13. That the expressions by the A.N.C., S.A.I.C., S.A.C.O.D., S.A.C.P.O., 
S.A.C.T.U. and F . S . A o f their admitted policies were often vehement 
and repetitive. 

14. (a) That all the abovenamed organisations co-operated with one another 
generally in the policies and activities above set forth, in so far 
as such activities took place during the period and existence of each 
organisation. 

(b) That the A.N.C.Y.L. and A.N.C.W.L. similarly co-operated with the A.N.C 

(c) That the T.I.C. and N.I.C. were constituent parts of the S.A.I,C. 

(d) That the T.I.Y.C. and N.I.Y.C. similarly co-operated with the T.I.C. 
and N.I.C. respectively. 
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Preliminary Statement by the Defense 

Note: After the accused had pleaded not guilty on August 4, 1959, the De-

fense made a statement explaining the basis of its c a s e . The statement appears on 

pages 137-139 of the micro f i lm record and is reproduced below in full . 

"It has already become apparent during the prel iminary stages of this case 
that the central issue is the issue of v io lence . While no admissions are made in 
regard to any of the Crown's allegations, the Defence case will be that it was not 
the policy of the Afr ican National Congress or any of the other organisations men-
tioned in the indictment to use violence against the State. On the contrary, the 
Defence will show that all these organisations had deliberately decided to avoid 
every f o r m of v io lence, and to pursue their ends by peaceful means only. The De -
fence will rely f or its contentions as to the pol ic ies of these organisations upon their 
constitutions, the resolutions taken by them at their conferences and the pronounce-
ments of their responsible national leaders . If n e c e s s a r y these leaders wil l be 
called as witnesses f or the Defence . The Defence wil l place before this Court the 
material relating to these organisations f r o m which their pol ic ies might normally 
be expected to be deduced. In its indictment the Crown has relied upon certain 
speeches . Most of them by persons of minor importance , which may seem to sug-
gest the existence of a policy of violence, [ s i c ] Insofar as such speeches were in 
fact made in the terms alleged, the Defence will say that they may have represented 
the notions of individuals and not the policy of the organisations. " 

Admissions Made by the Defense 

Note; The Defense made admissions of fact on August 11 and 20, 1959, pages 

641-644 and 1399-1401. (They appear also in ree l 25 of the mic ro f i lm as Schedule 

No. 4, accompanying the Court 's "Reasons f or Judgment . " ) They are reproduced 

below in ful l . 

The defence admits: 

1. That during 1952 the A. N . C . a n d S . A . I . C . decided to conduct a campaign for 
the Defiance of Unjust Laws, and did conduct a campaign, involving the deliberate 
contravention of certain laws by the way of protest and in order to bring about politi -
cal and social changes in South A f r i c a . 

2. That between March 1954 and July 1955, t h e A . N . C . , S . A . I . C . , S . A . C . O . D . 
and S. A. C. P . O . were represented upon the National Action Council for the C .O . P. 
and supported the organisation of this C . O . P . 

3. That the campaign for the C . O . P . supported by the above-mentioned organisa-
tions, involved the col lection of demands for inclusion in the Freedom Charter, and 
culminated on 26th June 1955, in the adoption of the F r e e d o m Charter at the C . O . P . 
in Kliptown. 
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4. That after July 1955, the A . N . C . , S . A . I . C . , S . A . C . O . D . , S . A . C . P . O . and 
5 . A . C . T . U . were represented upon the National Consultative Committee and sup-
ported the publication and popularisat ion of the F r e e d o m Charter . 

5. That the A . N . C . . S . A . I . C . , S . A . C . O . D . , S . A . C . P . O . , S . A . C . T . U . and 
F . S . A . W . were opposed to the enactment a n d / o r prov i s i ons of the Group A r e a s 
Act , the Bantu Education A c t and Natives Reset t lement Act and the laws relating 
to the carrying of passes by A f r i c a n s . 

6. That during the years 1954, 1955 and 1956, the A . N . C . conducted campaigns 
against the Bantu Education Ac t , the Natives Reset t lement A c t and the laws re la t -
ing to the carrying of p a s s e s by A f r i cans , in the c o u r s e of which it advocated 

(a) the boycott of Bantu s c h o o l s by the pupils thereof , 

(b) that the inhabitants of the s o - c a l l e d Western A r e a s of Johannesburg should 
not voluntarily leave their h o m e s , 

( c ) that Afr i can women should not voluntarily apply f o r r e f e r e n c e books . 

7. That the A . N . C . , S . A . I . C . , S . A . C . O . D . , S . A . C . P . O . , S . A . C . T . U . and 
F . S . A . W . were strongly opposed to the apartheid po l i cy and legis lat ion of the 
government of the Union of South A f r i ca and denounced the government in v igorous 
t e r m s . 

8. That the A . N . C . , S . A . I . C . , S . A . C . O . D . , S . A . C . P . O . , S . A . C . T . U . and 
F . S . A . W . cr i t i c i sed the p r e s e n t constitution of the Union of South A f r i c a . 

9 . That the A . N . C . , S . A . I . C . , S . A . C . O . D . , S . A . C . P . O . , S . A . C . T . U . and 
F . S . A . W . demanded the substitution of a new and radica l ly d i f ferent government 
and in part icular advocated 

(a) a sys tem of government based on universal adult su f f rage , 

(b) the abolition of all f o r m s of rac ia l d i s c r iminat i on . 

10. That the A . N . C . , S . A . I . C . , S . A . C . O . D . , S . A . C . P . O . , S . A . C . T . U . and 
F . S . A . W . accepted the v i e w that extra -par l iamentary activity should be resor ted 
to, and advocated and c a r r i e d on extra -par l iamentary , act iv i ty . 

11. That during the y e a r s 1954, 1955 and 1956, the A . N . C . , S . A . I . C . , S . A . C . O . D . 
and S . A . C . P . O . recruited o r supported the recrui tment of a body of persons known 
as the F r e e d o m Volunteers . 

12. That the A . N . C . , S . A . I . C . , S . A . C . Q . D . , and S . A . C . P . O . c r i t i c i s ed the 
colonial s y s t e m and sympathised with the e f f or ts of co lonia l countr ies to obtain 
s e I f -g ove rnment . 

13. That the express ions by the A . N. C . , S . A . I . C . , S . A . C . O . D . , S . A . C . P . O . , 
S . A . C . T . U . and F . S . A . W . of their admitted po l i c ies were often vehement and 
repet i t ive . 

14. (a) That all the above named organisations cooperated with one another gen-
eral ly in the po l i c i es and act ivit ies above set f or th inso far as such activit ies 
took p lace during the per iod of existence of each organisat ion . 
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(b) That the A . N . C . Y . L. and A . N . C . W . L . s imi lar ly cooperated with the A . N. C . 

(c) That the T . I . C . and N . I . C . were constituent parts of the S . A . I . C . 

(d) That the T . I . Y . C . and N . I . Y . C . similarly cooperated with the T . I . C . and 
N . I . C . respect ively . 

Additional Admissions Made by the Defense 

1. That the Defiance Campaign was directed against the following laws, namely, 

(a) Pass Laws; 

(b) Stock Limitation Regulations. 

(c) Group Areas Act . 

(d) The Separate Representation of Voters A c t . 

(e) The Suppression of Communism Act . 

(f) The Bantu Authorities Act . 

2. That the S . A . I . C . and A . N . C . formed a National Volunteer Board as part 
of their activities in the Defiance Campaign. 

3. That the Defiance Campaign was carried on in several parts of South Afr ica 
f r o m the 26th June, 1952 to December 1952. 

4. That N . A . C . C . O . P . established various provincial Regional and local action 
counci ls , consisting of representatives of the constituent organisations, 
namely the fol lowing: 

(a) Natal Action Counci l . 

(b) Transvaal Action Counci l . 

(c) Johannesburg, Natal Midlands, Cape Eastern and Cape Western Regional 
Committees . 

5. That the object of the N . A . C . C . O . P . was the co-ordinat ion of the activities 
of the organisations in their sponsorship and organisation of the C . O . P . 

6. That the provincial , regional or local counci ls of N . A . C . C . O . P . organised 
meetings at various places in South Afr ica in support of the C . O . P . 

7. That the C . O . P . campaign was conducted in many parts of South Afr i ca . 

8. That various joint consultative provincial and regional committees were 
established by the organisations. 

9. That meetings of the N . C . C . or the provincial o r regional committees were 
held to d i s c u s s : - -
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(a) Public ising the F r e e d o m Charter , 

(b) P a s s e s . 

10. That the campaigns against the laws r e f e r r e d to in paragraph 6 . of the f i r s t 
set of admiss i ons , constituted part of the po l i cy of extra-par l iamentary 
activity. 

11. That the said campaigns were conducted in many parts of South A f r i c a . 

12. That these campaigns were regarded as part of the general activity of the ' 
organisat ions . 

13. That the organisations advocated extra -par l iamentary action as a means of 
achieving the change of government d e s i r e d by them, as set out in p a r a -
graph 9 . of the f i r s t set of admiss i ons . 

14. That Chief A . J . Luthuli, on behalf of the A . N . C . , cal led f o r 50, 000 F r e e -
dom Volunteers and that the other organisat ions supported his appeal . 

15. That the T . I . Y . C . and N . I . Y . C . had al l the po l i c i e s and participated in all 
the act iv i t ies which have been admitted with r e f e r e n c e to the S . A . I . C . and 
that the T . I . Y . C . and N . I . Y . C . c o - o p e r a t e d with the other organisat ions 
r e f e r r e d to in the a d m i s s i o n s . 

Judgment of the Specia l Cr iminal Court 
Regina v s . F . A d a m s and Others 

Note: The Court ' s judgment and " c e r t a i n essent ia l findings of f a c t " w e r e 

announced on March 29, 1961. The full text i s reproduced be low . 

The Court stated on that day that it would submit reasons f o r its dec i s i on 

later . These appear at the end of r e e l 25 of the m i c r o f i l m . M r . Justice Rumpf f ' s 

opinion is 168 pages long; M r . Justice Kennedy 's , 88 pages ; and M r . Justice 

Bekker ' s , 169 pages . M r . Justice Bekker ' s opinion includes a short history of 

the Afr i can National C o n g r e s s . 

The opinions are accompanied by nineteen schedules (the f i r s t part of r e e l 

25). Schedule No. 1 is the judgment of March 29, 1961. Schedule No. 2 is the 

second indictment. Schedule N o . 3 is the P r o s e c u t i o n ' s Summary of Fac ts . 

Schedule No. 4 is the admiss i ons of fact made by the Defense . Schedules numbered 

5, 7 -9 , 12-15, and 19 are documents that are included in the List of Selected 

Documents, be l ow . The remaining schedules include a 36-page summary of e v i -

dence by the P r o s e c u t i o n ' s expert witness on c o m m u n i s m (Schedule No. 6) and 

excerpts f r o m Fighting Talk, Liberation, Advance , New Age, and Afr i can Lodes tar . 



Collection: 1956 Treason Trial 
Collection number: AD1812 

PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:- Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location:- Johannesburg 
©2011 

LEGAL NOTICES: 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 
African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 
otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 
owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 
copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes 
contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these 
digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained herein 
is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University 
of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the 
University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes any and all liability for 
any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any related information 
on third party websites accessible from this website. 


