


^  Our Dear Comrades

f
We are informed that the Soweto Youth Congress wiVi be holding i t s  
f i r s t  annual congress from the 3rd - 5tn August 1984, and we w,sh 
your de liberations a l l  the success i t  deserves.

* As a Soweto based organ isat ion  SQYCO takes i t s  cue and inherits_the^
mTTitant records of the youth of the past. You trarch on. the .foot- y  
steo's of the Afif Youth League of the fo r t ie s  and_f j f t i e s . you-ace 
ir-Sued witfTthe s pTn tTo f  the youth tKai carried the, squat ter, stnic,.- 
nTpc nf f-ha f o r ETes under the m il itant leadersh ip of Sofasonke Mgsrza. 
As the reactionaries drag Mpanza's name in the mud of community coun­
c i l s  the country looks up to you to salvage h is  imageT

Above a l l ,  however, you have daunting task of matching the a b i l i t y  
to organise, the m ilitancy  and se lf le s s  courage of the '76 Soweto 
youth. Respond to the challenge of the youth in Cradock, Lamontville

£  and Parys.

I f  you w il l  claim your r igh tfu l  place in the pages of the country s 
f t  h is to ry  you must perform as never before. Organise the employee and

unemployed, drop-outs and i l l i t e r a t e  youth. Let our generation 's 
words and deeds in sp ire  our people to leve ls of resistance that mjst 
crumble Apartheid forever.

.

Long Live SOYCO!
i

Long Live the Youth of A fr ica!
.

Long Live the United Democratic Front!

Your^ in the strugg le  fo r  a free, non-racial and democratic S A frica,
r ]

^OSTUOtetaCOtA J
^ g p c f t r r r  s e c r e t a r y

UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT NATIONAL CFFICI

UDF UNITES! APARTHEID DIVIDES! KHOTSO rtOUSE 
42 DE VI1IIERS ST! 
JOHANNESBURG 
P.O. BOX '.0365 
TEL: 29-ir.o 
29-1S17
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CURRENT NEWS "eoifemm”
INTRODUCTION

Again we are witnessing mass actions 
in our schoo!*. What it important for lb 
it TO try to grasp what is happening in a 
correct perspective.

"C CSA S has correctly predicted, tarty 
thU year, that 1984 is going to be a year 
in which the event* of '76and '80 wiP 
look likt a Sunday picnic. This was net 
done as an attempt to "instigate" stud- 
int* «  it it always alleged, b^t this pos­
ition w u reached after the assessment of 
tne situation in our schools, anc after 
teeing the pressure building up am erg 
students.

. Last year, as early as February 21, we 
wftnesaed a boycott «t IBnonge Sec­
ondary Senior stfiool in Soweto. This 
spread to other school: in a sporadic 
manner.

I Wa saw Mountview students ir. Cape 
Town oomlng Ojt in solidarity witr ax 
pelted fallow students. The slogan 
"Student Worker" alliance wat put into 
pitstiat when we saw Mdarrtsane stuoena 
In the Ciskei supporting the> wording 
parents in • bus boycott.

On the other hand we saw the ttatt 
penetrating into our spools in many 
ways The first attempt was through 
legislation. The Quota Bill was enectec 
making it difficult for student; to study 
when they wanted to. in so doing dosing 
the "Doors of Learning and Culture". We 
u w  the preparation of the the implemen­
tation of age limit this yaar. The SA D F  
was tirelessly trying to win the heern and 
minds of students by offering a range of 
activities such as camps and picnics. 
We also witnessed a major development 
when private companies, the sam« comp­
anies who suck the biood of o ir working 
parents, suddenly becoming interested in 
education., This they did by offering 
extra classes, sponsoring s pom  activities 
and such like.

, The brutality of the state was again 
exposed in spite of its talk about chanoe 
sod reform. The intimidation of COSAS 
activists and members was seen. The 
cold bloodeo slaughtering of school k.cs 
In Mderracne, Ciskei, the murdering of 
five students in Ngoyi bear the testimony 
of e-aecogMtioq by the ruling class of the 
potential of student struggle if viewed in 
l correct perspective , of linking them 
With the broader struggle.

The 50.04 percent failure rate in 
"/African “ schools capped it all. More 
than 30 000 students failed matric last 
year. What is interesting about this, is 
that this is happening in a perioo when 
both the state and the bosses re  show­
ering our schools with taxt books, extra 
classes, new school buildings, "well 
qualified" soldiers to teach us etc.

WHAT THIS SHOWS IS WHAT 
COSAS HAS BEEN PREACHING;
the inextricable link between education 
end society. The crisis in education is the 
menifeststion of the broader political, 
social and economic crisis which ia 
gripping South A f r * C o s m e t i c  changes 
will not detrr our struggle for an educ­
ation which is not for exploitation and 
oppress ten.

1S34 - ANOTHER YEAR OF ASH 
YEAR OF FIRE??

WHAT IS HAPPENING?

f ROM THF BEGINNING Of THE 
YEAR  Wc SAW THE FOLLOW­
ING EVENTS

Janus- \

Stjir-'ihe Seconder, Svnicr 
ftuoe.it-. bo ,-cr>tr*c clm*5 ir - ti­
ki an ty 90 espjiwd pupils.
Hnfrreyer High boyuo'ted d «  
demanding an SRC, reinstate­
ment of 50 students who werr 
nor accepted fcoci i.-n of tgt 
limit, and end to ccvporal pun- 
fchmert

Feb

Seullridge and DH Peis High 
schools joined the boycott.
Situation beck to "normal”.
Students go back to scnool.
Students from Ibhongo High in 
Soweto boycotted classes In sol­
idarity with 52 expolled.
Hofrneyr, Seuiridja and Saul- 
ville, i600  students boycott 
egalnrt severe corporal punish­
ment.
These schools ar dosed, Fet) 7..
In Cradock a total school boy­
cott by high and primary stud­
ents goes into full swing after 
a wsek, Students protest 
aga r&t the trtnrfe.-enc* of a 
Principal, Mr Goniwe, an ex*
Robben Island prisoner, aiso th« 
Chairperson of the Cradock Res­
idents Association (C^adora).
Students from the three closed 
schools march to other high 
schools. Police brae1: up the 
demonstration.
EMMA  SATH EKG E (15) of DH 
Peta was killed. Students claim 
she was nkocked down by a 
police vehicle whilst police wera 
breaking up a march. Her fun­
eral was attended by more than 
10 003 pupils.
M inewa High students boycott 
demanding an SRC. Sexual har­
assment of women students.

Bo/cott erupts again at ibhongo 
Students in Pretoria dedd*. m a 
mass meeting to go back. R 
Tutu intervenes.
5 000 Port Eliiabeth sctvoc*  
boycott in sympathy 
ents who tre not oeing edroirad 
because of overcrowding. An ec 
hoc crisis in sductt’on carrr* 
•ttee is formed as a COSAS <v 
itiatK-e invaiving youth. crwe.> 
womens' orgar nations itd  fade 
unioru

Uitunf.agj So co i-t»v r>* it- ‘ 
rturV.ntt taj-cc-tt an 'uv
pooler pri'OD?'
PE s:udf*v.-. us bac> a r  
option for 9y s?-jd«*u n  Jour - 
Iwgonelo K).in»e H ijt. tn , cn a  tr 

Dud^n »’<eibo/u.:r, :
A bc-yeot; t. c  W,- ;• torr -  
erupts
P a r  * s luderrt: bo r. r.ttti. '
At Attartdpavilie 6 OCC fxoia 
*wre sh'jt out of tergal* unt’ 
the end of tr*t /■>». Et.t.1onti 
in Credcck ere wiu or thi -.T wr. 
following a bo’.'con o ' pn—a~, 
end high achoof.

STUDENT DEMANDS
In spits oj the feet the*, th* a x * i  

rtuden: struggle aeems to be sporee*. 
some important demands are begin*-.n 
to emerge.

through concrete action, nor in worfc- 
shops, conferences, symposiums, m suc- 
str ibmg to the demands in the Education 
Chertet, they tre actively opening tr* 
doors of culture end learning

WE DEMAND INDEPENDENT 
SRC'S Vhis demand for students rv 
dicetes their lot* fot democracy. The\ 
er* demanding a say in the running of 
thetr Gves/ They ere striving for organs 
with which to voice their espiratiens end 
an end to the prefect system and in r»- 
placement with democratically elecwl 
SRC's.
AWAY WITH AGE -RESTRIC­
TION; the Department of Educjtion ard 
Training ,DET), tries to deprive trous- 
ends of students their right to toucami 
by using this type of regu Jition legaiet«r 
at school. We know why sort* of us an 
still 20 eno are doing standard 8 ISufc 4 • 
age 10). We are sometimes forced to go 
and work to help our starving families 
and come bade later. We fail because of 
the social background of poverty. Sor>» 
of us have tost ecedemic years n r 7 6 v *  
'80, For that matter we were aiowed is



(

(

nart schooling at the age of 7. The stt- 
uation of w arcrowding it therefor* not 
of ou making.
DOWN WITH CORPORAL PUN­
ISHMENT WHICH ENSURES SUB­
MISSIVENESS; Beceuie of the man 
the DET finds Itself in, in terms of the 
exptoaive situation ciuted by high failjre 
rati, there h« been increase in the use of 
the rod; the sjambok to "dBCipim *” the 
ttudena Again we loudly proctuiin that 
the failure rata it a manifestation of 
capital st crisis. We are not prepared 
to take the blame.
"  WHEN I HAVENT DONE MY  
HOMEWORK. PUNISH ME, DO 
NOT ASK FOR A KISS". DOWN 
WITH SEXUAL HARRASMENT
The condition* for female itudtntj a 
worm becauw of the motherly role they 
muat piay at an aarty age. in the place of 
the mother, who k forced to work “sleep 
•in”. Thus their performances school is 
in moat caaees poor. This is further ax- 
ploised by taaefcers. To -thaae teachers 
we say; do not channel your middie 
class frustration into us. Instead join t« 
and march forward to a democratic 
education wtetti is not for exploitation 
and oppraatfcm.

Thaes are soma of the demands of 
students countrywide. The importer: 
thing about them is that students are 

I

WWT CAN BE LEARNED FROM 
THESE STRUGGLES?? 

1. UNITY INACTION:
The mots action that the rtudenti are «m- 
berking on Indicant en ewerenest in
students that it Is thro'jgh unity that we 
can begin to change the conditions under 
which we live.

21 STUDENT WORKER ALLIA ­
NCE; The tteps taken by students end 
COSAS in particultr in Pert Elizabeth, 
is an example of the recognition of the 
Unas enshrined in the COSAS prearrtolr 
"We recognise that we art mambsrs cf 
our society before we are students." For 
studar.ti to form a from with Youth 
Women, Civic organisations and trade 
unions is necessary for the succeu cf our 
struggles. We must alwiys ensure the 
support of our parents. We must not 
bulldoze and bully them around We 
must ensure that they understand. The 
misunderstanding between parent; and 
students must be saen as being to the 
riment of our sturggie Pretoria is the 
moat recent example of this.

3. AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN 
INJURY TO ALL!
The solidarity action taker by students 
agan shows their committment to a new 
sym.-n of education which will aim not at

individualism, but at collective acscn. 
It is througfl collective action that m  are 
able to advance our struggle

DEMOCRATIC ORGAN (SATI­
ATION
We must alwa/s ensure that our raactcrii 
of organisation are dai>ocntK. We 
must racognise that thr level of patttieeJ 
awarenaaa is uneven. We must 
thet tnere are regular meeting report 
bee*.i and mandated delegation. Tfc*.ua 
mutt no* even wher. we form aUcvsn 
with other orgmisations. Wa mutt no* 
alio* unmendated people tc depute; cn 
our beiialf. Ojr struggle depend on tfta 
m iutj not on their charismatic peran- 
ality.

IT IS BY CONSTANTLY A SSC SSM o  
OUR ACTIONS THAT WE CAM 
•ENSURE A  SUCCESSFULL MARCH TO 
A  DEMOCRATIC  SYSTEM  OF EDUC­
ATION IN SOUTH AFR IC A  THAT 
W ILL SURELY  BE FREE OF EX­
PLOITATION AND  OPPRESSION!
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