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lHIHODUO I ON.

It wee the first of lt» Wind to be eteged lo Soweto although 
for the whole Rf«f *ree. Women came fro" the Waat Rend end 
the Eaet Rend end the Johannesburg area with lta attached town- 
ship*. Some men eler» Joined in. Roth women and men together.
More than fifty (50) of the*".

Thev were women of ell walka of life end cleeaee repreaentetIvee 
of all vari ous c o n n u n 1t 1ee (Although raatricted end limited by 
apartheid laws In the form of permit*, etc.) Moat of the wo men'* 
groupe were present. Even Youth Orgen 1* et I o ns , t'.lvlc Orgenlia- 
t I ona, etc.

As reported In the December Issue of "l.C.T. N e * s M It wan "*» 
belated but a timely trigger to relieve the women of their 
years of anger and frustrations"

It wsa a "chance to articulate their world of pain and Buffering
..... the message. ..*V<r ARE Tilt MOST OPPRESSED IN ANY SOCIETY ONC
CAN THINK Or IN THIS WORLD. If If IS AN OPPRESSIVE SOCIETY LIKE 
THE ONE IN SOUTH AfRICA THEN WE RECEIVE A DOUBLE SHARE*.

RECORD Of P R O C fEDINGS AT THE SEM IN A R .

2.1 O pening R e m a rks s

The Rev. Oonganjolo Gobs aterted the Semlner by preyer end 
Rev. f rank Chikane evolalned how the Seminer was planned* 
the Invitation behind It end the wi llingn es s of the l.C.T.
In facilitate programmes In thla regard from wh i c h femlnlet 
theology can be develooed end the link between w o m e n ’s 
struggle and broad struggle for liberation in South
■'frlca Me then welcomed participants to be free to do 
their t h i n g .

2.2 Ms. floaele atHretsed the Ing on the Ihemei Women and 
Theology and the relevancy of the ttlble on women1 9 struggle. 
FTea^TInq the 01 H I e «»;»d practicing It beyond the word. That 
ie the Interpretrtinn must be in auch e w*y that whst ever 
importance ttie wnrti contains must be done na relevant as
It should be. It must nut be obstcact or said In a vacuum,
It must nol be pie In the oV y type of a thing. A slide 
was shown on If** couple which is In love, maki ng promises 
between each other. irth the parties are Involved in mutual 
unde r s t andi n g . They share ill that they love together as a 
family unit. It 1 *> therefore important for women to realise 
the love that £;.d s»n 'or ell human beings regardless of c o 
lour, race, se* or cr«e<i. It therefore becomes Important for 
women to stand their grounds as women and they too should 
respond to th?l» situations a* it deema fit.

It seemed therefore th«*t women are but their own oppressors. 
This implies that if wo* cn Ho?«t fight to free themselves from 
this self created '•ncofi of op*reaslnn, they will never make 
It for the broade* struggle for llberetlon of the whole nation.

2.3 Rev. Constable on H g -ree d inq ttii O l blat *s a woma n priest.
Rev. Coneteble ehfiwad infact the practical reeaons for women 
to get themselves in vo Iv r d,1 argely not for compet ition hut
for th# pimple reason * hat ttey
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l o o  are able. Women ahould uncondlIlonally accept their 
c o n d i t i o n s ,  Hake no exueea Tot being ■ * o n n .

Assert Imr position an image of Cod. The Bible hee 
elways taught the wom e n  to lova their huabend* subm is e1 vel y , 
thet ahould not be the ceee huebende ahould equally love 
iheJr wives. Straaa on Involvement In action not only In 
worrie. Objective pape re or Bible reeding ahould reach wore 
kontn In the church. Women have always shown paealvlty.
Vantn dnnt go forward to challenge and take up whatever 
thing facee them. then Rev. Conetable stated how she haa 
men»g"d to overcome situations where she found herself 
lenJi-ng male meetings.

5tie has been able to lead female c o n g r e g e H o n s  lnlo resli- 
rl'ig themselves, that the> are able to do things on their 
own, able to do whatever work, and do it the best.

].t< Slater Bernard. A paper covering the women In
verious countries (1nternet 1o n e l 1y ). She referred 
charter of women, the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and 1n ter ns t1 one) convente on Human Rights.
She also dealt with International eolldarlty with 
wnm»n in South Africa. I» was importent therefore 
for women in South Africe to do practically everything 
within their powers to fight for their liberation, 
and the liberation of ntBn-kind In thia country*

Women muet be final Judges of their d e s t l n e t l o n s . Only If 
women are liberated will there be e Juet society. Know the 
oppressor end the llberel the letter meening lesblen femini
sm of women fighting against man. - Which if largely e eyatem 
msint slned in the Wester n Countries. - Ihis'ia not equivalent 
to the third World Women's liberetlon, which Infect etreasea 
the freedom of women from e > p l o 11st I o n , oppression end seg
regation on the bases of labour end B e x .

?. 5 QUtSllONS fOR THE CR OU P DISCUSSIONS

1. How do we hendle problematic paaaegee In acrlpture.

1. le It poesible to aeperete tredltlon, culture or
custom 'rom the wo rd of God, both in church snd society.

J, Crystsllee the verioue levels of op preseion of women
in South Af r i c e .

House broke Into five groups to discuss all three questions.

2.t RtPORt BACK

After reports were dlecussed the following were noted!

(1) Point eroee, or e question which is mos t ol mpor t ant which 
should be discussed by women and alwaya not be forgotten, 
that ia| Liberation of Women and their r*letlonehlp with 
the etruggle In breeder p e r s p e c t i v e , the on going etruggle 
of human Juetice and Oemocretlc South Africa.
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(*) Woman In the whole 0 r the

w o m e n * ! W °B ' n ln Soulh * " l r S  w h ^ d

op pr ee al on °t o rl9' 1 l,,‘«

<3> : ° ? n T V u i b,,,cktheology. eminlat atruggla revelently with

(*) S i u ^ n o n , ,  Women ehouJd be able In
oppressions, then decide whet tn V  E f ! 8e 
Cech «t • time hrln#. » ►» . *1)0111 them,
h u s b a n d s . Slert ,t?0n ^ y  Ij, lc<l)e of •*•*/ 
eocisl problems. do»estlr end

’ •" i b u m u ,
w o m e n  m u s t  di ■co^vVr“^ h « ~ * V  # * m P>'»slsed (hat

Jiber.t.ted. Sh. c.n.°d 1::: .;" hf : ° re lh'r «■» b*
themselves or be apathetic in th? r b * • Ehsn," ‘ or

..... . •*».*": ..........

■ bout Ihsl r C ' p p r e 8 i ” 0 n <>" , ^ " [  h ' htt 1 ' f < 11 " i *
Cod about the degree of -r , ( ■!

thi» f ree w i l l "  cl. . 1 w o m ^ n  l.«ve. "Mow f i r

plight or H.ry, the m ^ t h e^ en r n ‘|,<, f’«>» 1 of H,,'
conceived of the Z l  T s X . t  T,,,t " rt<r ><-'<56 ssT-
-  !s.;-a:,.::,nr.M;"... - *..... .

church. 9nt *"*9« ° r O M n  and their tole

women ' n d ^ e  ifisT\l, p p l ‘ £ 1 that dehums,,!,,.
be de ve loped tn rtlsmnndle thes * e n ', S l f«l»<jies hsvr tu traditions. •■»»ndl* these a y,tem0( ,|ruttur.,

right l n * i o c ? e t y ! * r lon but must claim (htlr
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The house felt that s few things ahould be done.

1. More Seminere to be held.

2 . Look inlo the purpoee of the "Menyeno"

3 .  Heve e n o u g h  rending msterlsl on the Bible, handouts 
on Bible * s t e s c h i n q .

4. A task force ehotiJrt t-e formed to create conaletency.

b. Present Planning lomnttlee should continue to work 
on this report.

6. ( k pand ouTs«lvfB by contacting yet other women.

2.9 names or v o i . u k m c k : .

1. Hr« , Valentia Khum.lu

2. M b Benny Mcmam#

3. H i a . Ohara Dlseko

4. Hs. Ann tftBeba

Hs. 1. indl !tyr:»

7.10 PWES EN TA* IO NS:

The following present a t 1one were made*

rtDSAW i hy M re. Mlangeni (APPEND1X A)
OWEP t by I olo Tehane (APPENDIX B)
YWCA : by Mr*. r*epenya (APPENDIX C)

PAPERS
The papere of Rev. H. Constable, Slater Bernard and Mra.
S. Moaala are reproduced her* without cdlttlng, i 1 • t 
M§. T. Shtnge'a address la sumeriied in tha minutes fro» 
notes made by sec * e t *«r I e • •

RC APING THE 8 1 HIT j P ^ J J i r ^ P O S M  1 0N_ Of WOMEN IN CHURCII AND j O C H  I Y .

Midin Chairp erson and m y  sisters in Christ. A little over • year 
ago I was Invited to eddreae a group of 600 women in Hong Kong on the 
suffering and hopea of church women in S.A. It Is in the period 
of preparatio ns that 1 becsme eware of this topical view of women 
aa the suffering underdog, the flighty end Irresponsible, the u n c l 
ear, the vehicle for physicsl labour.

Thsl wo me n  are universally delegated a n  inferior position is clear: 
Ihst women are »o utterly conditioned to accept thin position is 
evident: Ihst many women sre satisfied to srcepl this position is 
obvious. Hut, t hs emerging J n t e r 11e c t u o ) h o m e m n k e r. a c t 1ve aocial 
circles, the thinking working mother, la sesrehing the scriptures 
for snswsrs. She la feeling the psln of the bonds and is b e g i n n 
ing to resr hsr head to aaaert her position ss one created image 
of Cod. *

Some of ths actualities of oppression and suffering into which 
women sre conditioned in chur ch and nociety sre as follows:

(a) In the fact of their faith where some Christians even claim 
that Cod Is a n t i - f e m i n i a t . On the other hand there are feminists 
who insist that Chrlet ie nlty la anti-woman.

(b) Thera ia also the demi nlshed geuge that society plsces on hnaie- 
mekere, or housewives' role aa evidenced by the position of that 
role under tha law and its practice within the ciiDtoms of our people

(c) There Is the practice of inequality in enlsry, law, medicine 
and Journalism.

(d) There is the ex ploitati on of housewives: society uses her aa 
an unpaid labourer.
(e) By marriage she is treated aa a m i n o r ,claeeified ss a child.

(f) In South Africa ahe Is even subjected (or will be in the near 
future) to a di s s dv antsge pu s method of tnaation with her husband.

(q) Actually, ahe loaeo steins when she gets married.

Vet, if we re-read the Bible w ith tegsrd to women,some of the foll
owing facts emeroe in interpretstIon* These facta have begun to 
emerge since thel960'a when resesrrh has been made into the rights 
of women.

1. The Apostle Paul In Ephe al ana 5 likens the position of the 
woman and her husb and to that of Clrist and the church.

(1) Me was humble in secept ence of thoss who were to aerve him- 
Me even was he d the face of h.'e diaciplea.

(ii) We read in Ph illppiana I verre 8 - that Chriet humbled hl meelf

( I I I )  When we read tha book of the prophet Hneee, we leetn al»««t 
11 hi auhmleelve love of tha prophet In hla marriage to Comer ,
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the harlo!. We note Itoaea'a pallanca »nd fa it h f ul n a e a. To 
my un dttn ltnd lnu all I M i  Rynbo] lied Cod'* lovi for I if»tl .

(1») On reartlng Malt 16 varee IB ««• learn that the church K i l l  be
• moving <orc* for good In llila world, going forward eo that 
the force o> evil will not be eble to etend or prevell. The 
C h u r c h  le not el ending still, prophating the etetue quo- !t 
ie e force moving ageinet hatred end prejudice! egainat 
deepalr end poverty end fear- The gospel of Jeeua rhrlet le * 
positive gospels a gospel of compassion end caring, • gospel oT 
the love of Cnd.

2. A liberated woman la one who has enpected the redemptive grace
and forgiveness of Jesus FT,fist end who knows thel she Is * who)* 
end a vnluabls person in the eyes of God. As s Christian thel 
hes been my liberation.

The messege of the entire Uible, end pertlculerly the New Iceta- 
ment when viewed es e whole. Is the love end grace of God m a n i 
fested in Jesus L'hrlst. the basis for Christian relationship, 
then is not Ihe lew, it Is love, Its hot rigid formula, or a 
balance of power* It Is Jesus Christ.

*. To Olbllcsl feminiete mutual submission In marrlsge Is accepted, 
(see Cph. b v 71») wives hove to eubrait to tholr husbands but 
hunbends ere required to love their wives Just os Christ loved 
t t»e church - omis sl vely” Christ gave up "equality with Cod" 
end chnse lo take on human form, submitting himnelf to death 
on the cross iPhll. 2i 6-8). He washed the feet of his dlsc- 
lrlee, and In on* post resurrection appearance he even prepared 
a meal for them (John l>s 3-17)

5. The domination tradition In wh ich I have grown up la one which 
hes opened up all levels of church life to women which is bosed 
upon the priesthood of all bellevere - those who hove chosen
(hr 1*1 the living stones, being built into spllitual house to 
he « holy priesthood, offering spiritual secrlflcee ecceptable 
to God throuqh Jesus Christ (H er .  Peter 2s v.5).

6. In several passages In the Gospel, the love oT Cod is compared 
with that of a mother, even grester(Hstt 2> v. J7).l) Jsrusalem,
J e r u s a l e m .....  how often would 1 have gathered your children
trqet her as s hen gathers her brood under her wings, end you
would not.

7. Someone had said that ”At his dsrkeet hour sll of Jesus closest 
friends dcaerteJ h i m “ . "No thy d l d ’nf', come the reply. Ihe 
women did'nt desert him. (Women were first at the cradle and 
last at the crosss end aleo flret at the resurrection. They 
were the onea who etood by aa tie did, and then went to tomb to 
anoint tils body. It wee * world In whic h a woman'e word wee 
he!d to be »o worthleoa that It was not velld even in a court
of law, and yet It wee to a woma n that Christ flret revealed the 
greatest event In history! the reeur r ect 1 on .

fl. Wtiy this special devotion Tor Jeeue that la svldsnced by woman
llm* and again thrnughout Ihe gospel? becauae when others thought 
women to be unclesn, Jesus saw through to their faith and declared 
then pure and spot leesi when others thought wo me n to be Qood for 
physical labour, Jesus saw them aa three-dimensional thinking 
telnga, w h e n  others eaw women aa flighty and 1rreeponsIbis Jeaua

r s  #

aaw t h em  worthy of becoming greet.

tvan today, when women are not elweya valued aa being full 
and whole human helnqs, what may be Ihe most unuoual ap p e a
ling thing about Jeaus le that he seee them ss being Just thst.

9. Allow me briefly a word on the Hetrlecha of the Olhles

(•) o'e b o r a h i who emerged aa a Judge In lerael, during the 
period of t lie Judge. A woman determining right action for 
others, without, a man helping her make weighty decisions.

Her c o ur troom - a palm tree (Chap. » -9 of the book of Judges.)
A wo man known for her perception and wisdom. She must have 
been s remarkable woman to rise to such s position of liunmir 
and respect, especially in a day when women were normally 
drno mina ted by men. II w n * Deborah's leadership ihal t . r u M e d  
In a br eaki ng of the bonds of oppression.

(b) In passing 1 would me ntion some more women whose ochle- 
ve ment a speak for themselves:
Sej-oh, mother of a great nation. Cod gave the promise to Serah 
es wells In Geneaia 17 v. 16 he aaya: "I will bleas her, and 
she shall be a mother of nations". He are entitled to srflrm 
ou rselves as the "dnuyhlers of Sarah".

(c) Hhat about Rahabs woman of faith, harlot from Jericho 
who sow the greatness of God of Tarael and aided hie armies

lni° t1"  U n d - 2) She is mentioned
II W i?/» , leatament aa an example of great r«ith (||ffit,.

Jeaua ( H ^ " ^  ^  'nd ,h* “  11,t,d ‘0 ih* »•

(d) Abigail (1 Sem75) - a women of qood underat ending snd of 
beaut ifui countenoce, known for her courage, wisdom and d i p l o 
macy, imagine con f rontInn an approaching srmy that has first 
been inaulted by her h u s b e n d ’. She prevented untold bloods!.ed.
>e worl d could uee a few more peacemakers like *blgall.

(a) There were otheres Anna- Prophetess who worked In the 
temple end one of the first persons to ecclelm Jesus os the

end"who V  V . ’ ‘ M h ° « ’ '«'»*•’"f acted bravely to aave her people from a plot to c t e , .

K f ° * n n *.!!.'Ve of Chu?* w,,° U r l  hfr h(’n,‘ >° To 1 low 
inri 2, 1 n g ? ” rlh1'' ministry (luke Bs J) Phoebe , d c a m n r s s  
and minister in the esrly church (Roms 16s 1-2)

Theae women are Just a few 11 lus*. r at Ions of many women In the 
Ulblai women who alwaya did not fit the norm. We need to Inok at

10 " nOW lh!" ’ ,,,d with them. No,.ther
Thl! ,, M e o n e l d e r l n ,  the pertrlechel society In which

ey lived, many of them lived anailngly liberated ]lvrg

Ihl'S.K?** " h *V * : u e h ,t0 ° rr»r "«*»l elongside the men In
the Olble m  greet role modele for our children end examples for
or *" e o n * )nfBd th,t encouraging greater recognition

? i r eng then the fellow.hlp within the church
H  7 to apprecietion for the

cont r lbut lone that women can mekn among lh, *e„ ,n H to qreet-r 
aenee or worth and purpoae among the women.

-  7 -



In today's world when h o m o  are not always valued n  being 
full end whole huaen being*, what may be the ■out unuaual 
appealing thing about Jeeus le that ha aeea the* ee being. 
Mont snaring la thet in hie eyee, regerdleee of the veluee 
with which the world may Judge woien, Jeeua aeea the* ae 
valued, important, worthwhile Indivlduala.

REV. H. CONS TABLE
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WOflCN »NQ THTOtOGV.

Church history begin* whan ■ few yortn set out to pay their last respects 

to thair dssr deed friend Deaus. II begina when, contrary to s!l resaon 

end ell hope, a few women identify themselves with s national traitor 

and do what they eonaidar to ba right, what la thalr sysa aquala Quality 

of life, vi». loving one who h»s sacrificed hia life, never abandoning 

hi" •• dead. Church history baglna when Jesus come* to them, grants 

them, lets them touch him Just at he *ad touched a»d restored »^em In 

thair lives. Church hlstcr. be;*ns w*ei the *"*•- ar* to'd tc s^er* 

with the »e" thia e*orriente, this life they n3* comprehend, * M «  jjfr 
thslr hands have touched.

Thia a tor y aa told by natthau ii gtnrilly a> Iha r.«t.r aoraaranca

of th. but n.var tha thinning or Church ftiatory. Officially,

church hlatcry b.glna with t*. .iaslrn of tht «»n apctlr. »,d. officially, 

wa woman , lf not praaant or. that occataloo. Right UP tQ th. crllr M  I W  

many churcha. hava traced thair origin ba: V to thia apoatollc jujcc.ion. 

Mmoal all tha laadara or Iha churcha. ara -. 1 . and dapand mo.tly on 

m.laa for thair ordar and thalr Ida... I„ tha procaaa woman*. ..p.,l.nc„  

of 3aaua haua baan forgottan - 3 ,,,,, ,, , rrUnd who ah.,., thalr llfa 

and la auar naar th.m, . frl.nd Vh0 offarn them warmth and tanrtern.a. In 

thalr lonellr.,, ,nd pouerles.nasa. The renlni.t ncvr»nt in In. „c*t.rn 

world has given many wonen the courage to discover the^sel*es tj ennre<i 

a^aln f a i r  own rallgloua a.perianr.,, tc read tha Bible with fra.h ara< 

and ta radlacovar thalr orlgln.l ,nj diatlnctlwa rola In th. go.oal. Sn 

It muat ba under.tood that for tha. f.mlnl.m 1 . . d..oly rno,.d
in the goapal.

In tha laat IS - 20 ,9ara troupi h.v. dlacovarad that Go-1 I, on th,

alda of patriarch,. It w*. not rhrlatlanlty that Introduced patriarrh,

Into the world. Patriarchy la a wary enelrnt and wldetpraad eyatem of 

mala domination. Chrlatianlty provad Incapable of euce.aefuny o p n o a l n g  

this eyetam.

Indeed...........
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IndMd. quit. Uiln on. Christianity m i  .lr.edy l i bm  over by nan end made 

to i w » i  patriarchy. Thl. had • crippling . r f . c t  on It. liberating potential. 

•• hot boon perceived by theologlene of hop., llb.relion theologl.n. and 

polltlcol thoologlono In other context* when thoy dlecueeed tho captivity 
of tht church.

*

To-d.y Kiwon oro once og.ln eettlng out to dlecover Ilf., to enliven *11 

th.t ha. b..n deed, to know Je*u* ao tho on. h. one* wee fo r  the". They art 

seeking to liberate themaelves from th* matriarchal domination 1-, which 

their thinking »>■ dona for than aa wall as for otUrs who ware -.ot 'ully 

adult. They want u  frrr the-»rKts fr:- being treated like children, :? 

ba fr.a from th. tutelege which denl.a than, any aay at all, or allow, than 

only a United .ay. In society. Thay no longer want to acc*pt the ualuaa 

Imparted by tha patriarchal world ay.tan - either for themselvaa or for thalr 
children or for aoclflty aa a whole.

Whst 00 WTOU* W«NT? I would like to take a little time to consider th|a 

question, for m*ny people *v*n In tha chjrch era afraid of wo«en. rien ere 

efrald of women who could couse tholr tr.dltlon.l rol.a to becom* l n s e c u r * .  

Th.re le e feer of .ny kind of radicalism which supposedly It not I n  harmony 

with the low* of Chrlet. Wh*t women want la a new community In which thoaa 

with power begin to llatan to thoea without power. * community where t h e r e  

era opportunltlea for the powerl.ee to e«pr.ae th*ma*lv*s end gat organiser!.

« c smmunl f y in which pcwor le r adi a t rlbct ed and thuss In power learn lc 

give their power - for the *ak* of juetlca. They ere able to etand up 

for all thl* p.eaionet.ly .nd credibly beceuee they heve flr.t h.nd 

experience of wh.t It 1. Ilk. to b. treated Ilk* children, to be In tutelege, 

without right*, to llv* a lira aecnnd cleee to that of tha aien, to glue U f a  

but to ba *1 lowed to fashion It only within * limited domestic clrcl* and 
not In aoclaty aa a whole.

Whet women want 1. a whole Ufa, one which embreeee body, aoul, end eplrlt, 

no longer CDmperlmenl.Uiad Into private and public epheraai a Ufa, 

moreover, which fllle ue with a truat and hopa transcending biological 
death,

Thi« may as»n a huo» end l*>poaalble utopian proQremma. taitntially It la 

elmply teklng aarlouely what we reed In tha prophat laeleh'e vlalona of 

peeca end In a pert of whet tha apostle Peul once racognleed In e M e e h  

of Inaplretlon - nemely, thet In Chrlet there le neither Jaw nor Creek, 

neither elava nur free, neither eiela nor faaiala.

-  1 1 )  -

M  la .la. the old vl.ion of th. wo..„ which w. f,nd In th. .on, „r n.rr(„

” lh* °,d" ‘ »" » « « •  - «ru.t In th. C„d w h o ...... . ‘

........ ‘ »  - V  . V  » .  and domination) into ........

of'o b"'1^ 1"^ tr*‘,1UOn' “hlCh U  r°und ,n *•'’>' w > W a  .onga - 0r Henneh,
o D.borah, Oudlth .nd *.ry.. m.gnlflc.t . ^  ^  ^  ^

keenly ,u,r. ef uh4t h.pp„n|ng |() th# uorlrf ,,

going on Within oure.lvee, ln our bodlee. |„ our tDvJ., our ,p 1 r U _

O'1 l t , » wav l e  d i s r r  e r  l i f e  

Women i n  .  c h u r c h  w h i c h  1 ,  n r m| >  m a s c u l i n e  h , n d « .

It f.irh dlre:tir- 1|„ ,r , *, ?

Certainly ..a, from . paU , . cby ,n which ...------ - br.n ocpr„ !Bd „

u c i : \ r * : ,or rr°- -ructurea. . „ y  fro, . god who we. a,wa„ tlad to p.tr,.rChy. for man,

..............“ • th,» b „  still to be Made.

: ; : r ; r to duc’'',r ,,r' fnt ......... . ^ — —
th.„ a T ,Ur€ ° '  P,lrS" ^ - "  — >'> • —  n l  ghtm.ra . n d

UP’>r',' of ,ru* H f »- aeoulred during th.u eocl.llsation 
va. . 0  *. to be,=m* fu U  h^.,, bslng*. P.tr, . ^  eut. ....... . ^

. n  7 , l { f r T l U ‘ . h l "  ,nl0 '  ' U b , ’ e t ,  ( e ° ’, , * U n ® 0 f  » — • "  ^  - I I )  e n d  

l d e . . t j f  h t CCr' i , " t  ^  " ' d  n e e d , ) .  t;1

Z  r l br,n9’ “ i'-.tt.d. t h .  division in
a,,] ' 'r" I'rlrd "> .Mres.iv. for. In the m.l. .ub|u,0„ n n

domination of th. .upoo.edly "frail-
r , amotlonal woman. In thla

I Z l ' Z  o " 7 ,nrt voms" ,r# crl‘,pl,d *■you *n kno- th-‘ny Wlnd/form he. two eidaa end ,t deatroye hum.nit, on tha,. two aide, . 
ocnrnsed person yobh.d of huB,nlty >ri(J ,hf oppr„ jor ^

- unan monater. The apparent difference le only ,h., on, tufr.r.

I— ; "  " • *  ,h* °th"  « »  -  « - •  -  aide, ho......
• rat Ion fro* npprassjon I* badly needed.

Wrmen to-day, th.rafora. ahould lead th. way to . n.w ....... . ,
’ n*w Community of wn-icn end

n■,,, dlacovar whet our Jlfe la - our Ilf.*’ ~ o ut .a wonen, our life ln

V,’K ln ,h* *11 klno. of dl.crlmineUon,

T °Ur 1 U * "  chr<.H.'t wom.n, . H r .  w. went lc .,k, hold
of. fa.I endure, change . ....... conet.ntly com. ,nto colllalon with the

bailer, of our rhrlatl.n tradition. r.Ith ,. th. f.J!h of th. - „ T « r „ -

°''' ............... . « •  from a PI tile edit.,, hy p.,
ohviftK.ly to th. .,cl„.lon Of .ny f.n.l, pertlclp.tlon.
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C.n Christian tradition off.r ua any halp to a«trlcata oure.lv.. fro. thla 

halved llfa? Wnere do the aourcaa and isotlv.tione axial for thia In terms 

of our Identity? Ul.at Christian tradition can accompany and support ua on 

th. way to whol.na.e? What chrlatlan tradition can alao halp tha .an to ba 

"whola" and glv. hl* •" ldantlty othar than that of a patriarch?.

A new community can only mature and bear fruit If women remain autonomous 

huit.ar. belnge. Tha contribution tha, can max. to tha cosaiunlty .111 not be 

a vital and lively ona unltn thay rataln thalr singularity, apaciriclty 

tr.e ollUnctlver.e,, a. woman. The life have t;.- lcolng f:>i ana r-sv.

now radiacovarad will only become e-.ryone'e common concern if ma y conllnua 

to make it thalr cauaa. flany women In tha church will find thla particularly 

hard to accept, for thfcy have got uaad to sacrificing tne»»c<]ve» rSadlly, 

taking a beck aaat, it haa become almost aacond nature to accept that thla 

ts thalr chrlatlan life atyle. flan find It hard because they hewe got u.ed

lo working with women who are elways eayer to help and bsc.u.e o» th. p..̂ -. 

that goes with man1* official position In tha church, ran have tutn» 0 the 

cause of Oesus Into e patriarchy of love. We haua to ralaarn what loving 

moanai we must have a loua which makee othere e'ature lnetead or emntr.arino 

them or glorifying them, a loua which creates an area in which liter* la no 

domination.

ocnNPornc i. noc,Ala
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noi t or uofirw i n  v a r i o u s  cniiNinifS (i n i i m n m i o n a u v )

" U o m c n i 1 emancipation la therefore rebuilding society on 
new foundations, freeing the initiative of women, Integ
rating them into dec 1s 1o n - m a k 1ng and giving birth to the 
new humanity".

INTRODUCTION
This Is an historical momant in the life of concerned women In 
Southern Africa. I am sure that we will look back and all say 
that such are the things that made it possible for us to achieve 
what we have. It i* a co"~itr.rnt on our pait to engage ourselves 
and other concerned women in all spheres of 1 i f ** in the struggle 
for the liberation of w o r n ,

wc arc* Aitralirivj togctntr i' ti ls content fcjr ti & first lint to 
pool our ideas end efforts ar»j to work out a strategy for the 
emancipation of women In our concrete situation.

Trie specific historical context that gives this seminar its i m 
portance end significance can be assessed in three ways:

a) The oppression has gone on fnr too long for many 
of us not to avoid being Involved in ending it.

b) Uc have not serio-*-ly looked at oppression as .1 
crushes women anc also, ho* we as women, perceive 
our oppression.

c) We aio called to Involve ourselves In the liberation 
struggle in order that all struggles against oppres
sion may succeed.

Although our primary concern Is the local situation, we must also 
pay attention to the important roJe that is played by international 
solidarity in al l^st rugg I e s . (C.g. Concrete example; The struggle 
of the exploited people and the solidarity of people who want to 
build n new society is a de cisi on to create favouiabl** conditions 
for the final liberation of oil peoples). for this reason It has 
always been an important co ndition for liberation movements to 
have on international spirit. It is, therefore, our duty to 
acquire that spirit. Out I wo u l d like to emphasise this point:
We must be the final judges of our situation, and what it needs 
for change. This means that we must mak»» serio<is critical analysis 
o f our situation to enable us »o accept only tha* which is useful 
tu us. We must discover iht unde rl ying principles in the stiat**gies 
and tactics that aie mp lo yed by other groups. Having discovered 
these principles, we can then identify our fiienrl*, ai»d .Join hands 
with them in our strugals.

However, the struggle, locally and In ternat1o n a 11y , will not be 
complete without the libe ra tion of women. Internationally, a
j'jst society means one thing, viz., we as wurnen must_a 1 be
1 l h e r al ed. We as women have a different, perception of the struggle 
and Its root causes. Oppressi on affects us In a different way.
We know who the liberals are an d who are our vicious oppressors. 
They, at times, may be different f i om the oppressors o» men.

The feet that we ate oppteaae d ape< 11 I r,» I I y »• he«
rerognlaed even by the U.K. In 1 Ot»7 th« ll.N. tl«tlai«u tha 
equality of women and man. This ties up with the other Declarations 
such ns the Chatter* tha Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
the inteinational Covenanta on Human Rights.
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In spite of What I hays been saylog about the Importance of 
international .olldnrlty, I n* «rn. tl ona 1 sp 1 r 11 , etc., we must 
bear In mi nd that «lthin that context there ara majoi dlff.r.nc..,
!••• f i r s t , ••rood ind third worlrioi C.r»#

- Th. flrat worl d has created the two worlds. In 
econo-socio and pilltlcal term,. In creating 
them (1st, 2nd world) It has enslaved us. In 
other words It has not created, but It also main- 
“alns • system that oppresses us.

To the liberal It Is a matter of fact end there Is 
nothing wrong with It, and therefor-, no rrol need 
for change is called for. But U1? nusl rectunlsr 
this creation for what It really |-, . oppressive. - 
e hindrance to th5 liberation of h u m a n ! t y .

rUCh 0S H  Ihereforrmeans that the struggle of the women In these different worlds 
cannot be the same. (J would though, to arflrn. that we are 
“ r fin 9 .K0r liberation of ell human beings - m e n , women
?h “ ° r r u rt h ef"l°te, some woman in some porls of
the wo rl d have already organised themselves and can point to 
some small gains, whereas in other parts, including ourselves, 
n r r . n  I ? oroanlse themselves. ror i . , , 1  reason I would

to esk you not to make any co-parisons between. othp;% an~f 
ourselves. I make this request, not f ,om any fear u.al turh c0„_ 
parlsons might bring humiliation uoon the women of the * M rd 
world as the reasons and the differences are clear.

1 shall n ow focus on the basis of women's alienation In tha 
tniro w o r l d :

a) The system of exploitation!
b the Ideological and cultural mechanis ms of domlnationi 
c/ the nature of antagonism;
d) the concrete steps that can be taken,

a ) The system of ex ploitation «

This Is the starting point. To speak of the emancipation of 
women Is to openly admit that we are oppressed arid exploited.
It 1* Important to unde rstand the basis of that oppression 
and exploitation. Tha oppression of women I- the result .,f 
our exploitation, oppression in society is always! the result 
of imposed exploitation.
Colonialism invaded and occupied presentdsy third world 
countries for the purpose of exploiting their wealth and 
labour. In order to exploit them, In order to .,u*ll u,tlr 
resistance to exploitation and prevent them frum rebelling, 

system.,or oppression was introduced.

(I) Institutionalised oppression, which has manifested
ii ou * r the centuries through thi- coutls. the

police, the armed forces, I mp r 1 sonmi n t, tort.,re and 
massacres, designed to dlsnantle cultutts and to 
annihilate the sense of Justice and criticism.

(II) Spiritual oppression: through s u p e r s ! 11 1 cn end 
Jgnoraoce, designed to destroy the spirit nf L ,.alive 
initiative, to reduce the Individual tr passivity and 
make her/him accept their exploitative position.

Concrete examp).: There are a cluster of values embodied In this 
persuasi ve oppr.a.ion, of which without the 1n t .<n e 1 1 *.tIon of 
them, thla system cannot work. These values » r«: financial
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profits rather than human needs, ■Qqrvssivi individualism ra*her 
then Integral humanism, competition rather than harmonious c o 
operation, hierarchic discipline rather than co-orrtj net e»| 
participatioo, consumerism rather than asceticism, etc.

Persuasive oppression through value-crg ating bodies such a s 
s c ho ol /c hu rc h.

Humiliation and contempt came into 1 ng in the proefsb since he 
who exploits and oppresses tends to humiliate and denoise hi * 
victims - regarding the* as lohereotly inferior beings. fhrr. 
racism appear ed as the supreme form of humiliation *r**i contempt - 
un land issues, being disaossessrd and displaced - prople hcrome 
pariahs in the land of their birth.

The mpchani S"* of women * 5 alienation 1« identical It' M.n rcl-a-ij' . 
of the al irnat I on of t »*< • »lcnj r.* ■* rum i * • 'hr c •)'” :• 1 » ii * . . • 
of the worfcet in a capitalist society. r rc*^ t r,c» nj-rr.t «-ji1> s-.tr> 
started to produce fiorc than he consumed, the material f juniia t i 'jns 
were laid for the •mergence of a stratum in socipty which would 
ap propriate the fruits of the majority's labour. T M *  aoproprtat 1 on 
of th« produc t of the masses* labour by a handful of peoolr in 
society is the cssence of the system of the eitplpj tat inn of *an by 
man end the crux of the antagonistic contradiction which has divided 
society for centuries. This tendency led to a bureaucratic d i c t a 
torship as col 1 ec 1 1 ve responsibility was doomed t I si*. May. The 
un leashing cT? this exploitative process, women a* a who:* - * j *■ »• 
men - were subjected to the domination nf the r» r i u i i egr £ strata.

Women are also producers, and workers, but with special ch ar a c t e r
istics. To possess women is to possess workers, i.r. unpaid 
workers, whose entire labour power can be arsp»oprI ated by the

husband who is the lord end master, without resistance. In in 
agrarian economy, marrying a woman was the assurance of great 
wealth. Hence the important part played by polygamy in t».n jura! 
areas of a primitive agrarian economy.

Society, realising that women are a source of wraith. dr-*ndrd 
that a price be paid for them, thus the bride-price - I out I A - 
was born. The woman Is bought aod lohcritrd just 1 i ’ •* r-atericl 
goods, oi sources of wealth. But what la more important I * that 
compared to the slave, who it also • sourr? of weal th and art u n 
pa id worker, the woman offers her owner two added advantage-.
She is a source of pleasure and above all, she- produce* 
workers! she pr oduces new sources of wealth. Thi*. !a*.t a?pc.' t 
is particularly significant. Society grants thp hu*ih.mi 
right to repudiate his wife and demand thp i p p n ^ r ^ l  • 1 !hp Jnhnla 
should she prove barren, ]t can also be noted ^ ;,t jn •* i • / 
societies mindful of the value of the labour po*-er nf t.r.,- wi.mrn's 
rhildren. It Is a current practice for thl Idien »n rrmMaif? In 
belong to the mother's clan or family. If the lobolo - l‘ie fiurchase 
price for this wealth 1s not paid, thus hrlngfnj a.i c*»es'-lve e m 
phasis on women's fertility and the * ransf |ui» l,‘ ma-.-unman 
relatiooship into the mere act of pio-ciea *i o n .

A part ic ular situation also emerged. Ouing *.o th 1 r control over 
the masses, the exploiter ecnuired vast iiches, vast c-stat»"j, 
large herds of cattle, gold and Jewels and **.n on. Vrl M* rp i t e 
his wealth he was stljl mortal 1 i^e other men. ’he qucftion of 
Inheritance became crucial. Women are then pindur*rs of hell*.
It la thvrefore clear ttiat tf*e »»plo|t»timi c*f wn»«»n end IIip I r 
co nseguent oppieaslon alarts in the systrm of piivetr ownder%t»lp
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<b> ihg^idfojoaic.i „ „ „  c u it^ r.i ,f e h .n i „ .  of d p w l n a M ^

* aoci.ty based on privet. owndership of th. „r

• a a ,a te% K1r7.ras

c x i; l e nc e.3nd ’ * «  ^ - S s * ’! ^

I i) Obscurity war. 'hr beginning or the „,nrP «-.. £ gen-rallv 
practise .1 p.ineipj,. was I c M , ;  In l ^ r r a n ^  ”  ui ••

1111 t e r » c » * i » * h l o h ' m l nl mU" °' t ^ n  today«rhno? J? hlflher among women, they are a minority In
ma^or n? K9 '*' " ? d but are conversely themajority of the population*

(11) Science was m a n ’s monopoly In the developed civilisation, 
of the p „ t  ln  p r . „ n l  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t i e s  of to d aj  

inn l h e " n  ° , M " Pt ° Ut 0f 5''‘‘,nce, pr ev e n t e d frPn diic-ver- 
O b . c i M t ^  ail S' V ’ C r P0 l p'1’ U 'u * nr..rr change U !

S i c a u « e ? r 1 U 0 n 5  'I'"1 thClr m ° ' t fertil» ” ‘1 •"'""9 -omen, because they are submerged In the greatest Ignorance and
nc u r l ‘f', in societies some rites end ceremonies are the

vehicles for the transmission of society's concept nf
h i i r t m  III! i! " nr1 ,hnlr 'Ubatrwlanc* to men. It Is 
nalTn countless myth, end lu pers11 11 uns a,, propal
2f lniTfa?. , h P , ’ Y  l n , 8 n l ‘0'’ Of destroying women^s ” e„„. of initiative »nd reducing then to le tha i Q y. e

<ili/nf! r?i!T,et,UC? t i 0 n.1J 9elf and reinforce, w o m e n ’s

s S i ? \ &  t t  - r ? - t

the  ideology, c ^ l p :  :ndg ; d u c : t ! o i t; i i r , ” vl C llu r ^ ° r " t s
;  :, r  f0 , - 1 r°"f" anij ^  »h, third i? i n

1* V -  r K  them’^esfgned
"  9 In them an attitude of passivity and servility

an

0/ 001 f ° r lh* ‘’r"'>*'>3Uon of tha Irt-oJog, of 
les gnat ion and passivity. It must be recogn is ed th.t the 
centuries-old subjugation of women ha, to a great e«tent 
retuced them to o po sslv o state, which prev en ts t h ™  f r-n 

? n e?h« ?°d .t he‘r co" 0 l l ‘°"- r*» energy that lives
iadlcatmrh»n ^  1° de,troy. tor It dc-.nd, „
radical change of value,, attitudes and behaviour.
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’(c ) The nature of entagonlsm

It la Important to u n dersta nd correctly the nuture of the 
conl radl ctlo na Involved, for onjy after undeiatandloQ them 
will we be in a position tu define the invert of our attack 
and plan tha apprnptlete strategy and tactic* for out 
struggle. We have seen that the basis of the domination of 
women Ilea in the system of economic organ 1 in11 on of society, 
pr ivat e ownership of the means of production which necessarily 
leads to the exploi ta ti on o f  parson by parson. In other words, 
it is the seme as the contradiction between t.he working masses 
and the exploitative social ord«»r.

We must be clear on this point. The antagonistic cont ra
diction is not between women and men, but between women and 
the social ojder, between ail exploited people, both w:-rn 
and men, ani the social ordci. The fact thit ar»’ e x 
pl o i te d  explains why they ore not Involved in ell pJa"iino 
and deciai on -makln g tasks in society, why they ate excluded

f r o m  working out the concepts which govern the economic, 
social, cultural and political life, e«en w*en their interests 
era directly effected and can make worthwhile endeavours. This 
is tha wain feature of the contredi ct I o n : their exclusion f m »  
the sphere of deci slon-maklng In society. token's emancloatlon 
is therefore rebuilding society or* new foimHaij nr., frerlng the 
initiative of women, integrating the^ lr- d ” c 1 s 1 on - v x  i n<j, 
givi ng birth to the new humanity. Apart f;o"> the an taoonj? ♦ ic 
co nt r a d i c 1 1 on between women and the soclnl order, other c o n 
tradictions of a secondary nature also ails* between women and 
men as a ki nd of raflex.

The marriage system, marital authority based solely on *e<, 
the frequent brutality of the husband a.* * his consistent re 
refusal to treat his wife os an aqua I . m u f r e i  of friction 
and cont radl c 1 1 o n . if not corrected, the*** secnn«i.>iy c o n t r a 
di ct ions may becomt more acute end produce mor** setin;^ rO'* 
sequences such as divorce, etc. However #*»riaws t i.ry r-of be, 
these factors do not alter the natnre f > f the ton bj t*d i c 11 on.

It is important to stress this aspcct, because ve now *ee an 
idologlcal offensive taking place pert 1 m l a r I y  In the crpltal- 
ist world. In the gula* of a women's liberation struggle 
Thia ldeologLcal offensive Is an offensive *>/ caj«ltjlism to 
confuse women, divert their attentinn from the real tarort.
The aim seems to divert the attentlrn, f«r of wc^an, r r f. y n d ! y 
of man from the issue which Is an opprer,si s^' ial orJrr.
The result is that men on one hand and woerrt on the other 
are enga ged ln a futile battle. Pear In mtnd tTst, i hiue 
said that some of these w o m e n ’s atruagle* . f rom secon-fary 
cont r adi c 1 1 ons • The fight for wcm*»n'j emanc ip*»t ion r*t*mands. 
Initially* the clarification of our Idear. Z I a i ificn*Ion is 
im perative due to the incorrect ideas aho »t the rman* ir?*lf<n 
of women,
• ) Those who see emancipation as mec^anlra) eQ*>«*Mty b e ' v e n  

men and women. This means that won* • Cl* e-A-t.ly
the same tasks, mechanically dlvl'iinq '.•jushold
duties, e.g., if T wash dishes tnde», you t ^ e r
tomorrow. This says, we most have sap.-.* light req^'-'iuss 
of the objective and aubjective ccpd! t J non. This r-erhanical 
concept of the liberation of women i.-;"ia to complaints and 
attitudes which u tterl y dl%*o»l t».« ?nean|«<g rf women's 
em a n c l p a t 1 on.
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Whet seems to be an em an ci pa te d woman In this mould is ths one 
who drinks, smokes, weers trousers and mini-skirts, who Indulges 
in sexual promiscuity, who refuses to have children, etc,

b) Others associate emancipa ti on with the accumulation of 
diplomas, end pa r t icular ly university degrees, which are 

regeided as csrtifiretes of emancIratI on. Vet others think that 
emancipation consists of ac hieving a certain economic, social 
and cultural level. All these ere wrong and superficial concepts. 
Not one of them either gets to the heart of the problem of the 
women's oppression.

The question is then, what is the underlying crisis which Is 
embodle? in the above psuedo ennre:*? (false idea?) of women's 
emancipa t i on?

Wo «ee small ~anj f estat 1 on* r f this offensive appearing a'nonp u?. 
Mrjc, *n d t h r : c u‘P hr nr wo'n*n ^ r u m r ; ; ^  at'tut m m ,  as if I he cnusc 
of their exploitation lies in the rlfference between the sexes, 
as if men were sadintlc monsters who derive pleasure from the 
oppression of women l maybe somr c*r are. Hen and women are
products and victims of the exploitative society which has created 
and formed them. it is essentially against this society that men 
and women should fight united, Tust as there cen be no change 
without the liberation o f women the struggle for women's eman c i pa 
tion cannot succeed without the ict.nry of the men's liberation.

Concretely ue should dr the follotiiQ:

1) We as women must clarify the wtonc^ Ideas about the women's 
emancipation by i»»t e J ) J gen I 1 y analysing the basis of social, 
economic, cultural end political )"vels, locally and inter
net! onally.

?) Destroy, the myths of tribalism and regionalism to combat
ignorance and supe r z t i ♦ * u •**, wbloh jppiess us psychologi cel ly 
end deprive us o' i ni \ l a 11 .

3) Mobilise international pub) it op In* tin in favbur of our 
struggle end to expr»*>s solidarity t»s South African women 
and people with the liberation stiuulle of the women end 
pe oples of the whole world,

4) The lest espect Is thet of the relationship between men and 
wo"»en, which has b*»en bas^d on the alleged super 1 orl ty .of 
man over woman, aimed *» t *»atisfying the male ego.

Our wo men' s ennncipation in practice must destroy the exploitative 
society, advance t hr intei'-al struggle, destroy our wrong ideas 
and leiease our crliira) ^ n s c  enn creative initiative. In other 
words, our commitment to the struggle will then be concrete action, 
leading u* to take i»art in making decisions affecting our country's 
future. In this w a y , ,omr*n w\ 11 gradually attain all levels of 
planning, de r i s 1 o n 1nq «nd Implementation in organising Ihe 
affairs of rhlldrnn, In schools, factories, hospitals, the armed 
forces, diplomacy, er?., sclents, culture end so on.

COW Cl II SI ON

Women must unite. lln\* y Is t h* main weapon of the struggle, end 
its driving force. Unltro women are called *to uproot and to pull 
down, to destroy end to overthrow, to build end to plant" (Jer,1:10) 
We must be elso aware thst the pursuit of this cell will mean: 
"Kings, officials, the prlast end the people will be egeinst you," 
(Jer. 1:10-19).

U l i E L i L — PCflMBD
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H e co nc T T ia li o n, Catholic Church.
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PRCSCNTAT10N 0T THE rCDCRATION Of 
SOUTH ATMIrAN WDMTN (TCDSAW)

Historical BecVround
The Federation of South African Women was forced in 195® aolaly for tha 

purpose of Uniting all existing Women*a Orqanliatlona (then) to fight 

against thd oppression and exploitation of women experienced by the 

Women of this Country. The African Women have elwaya been victlas of 

these oppressions, the asnlfold oppression experienced by women la 

worldwidely Wnown and always condemned.

Actlvltlea of fedssw and the August 1976 Hsrch to U>lon Building. 

in all ita activitiea tha TCOSAW h*s been fighting against pass laws, 

influx control lews, which are all instrumental to tha dlvlalon of 

family units, a l qrstorylabour. Inferior eduction and food, and rent 

increments. We ssw its strength through boycotts, such as bus

boycotts and rent increases boycotts.

Threqt.out i*s -activities the Fedaaw has shown;’thaldynomia* and strength 

that orqsni/ed and united women wield. Thla was ahown in the great 

rsrehof 9th August 1956 by 20000 Tedssw wonven to the Union Building

*gslr»et the Introduction of paaeea for women.

NeverthMans Tedsaw wss crippled by the banlahment and bannlngs <>f )t» 

leadarahlp. People like Lilian Ngoyi* Albertina Siaulu, Helen Joaophe, 

francls Baard and Dorothy Nyembe ar»d many othera.

Revival of TEPSAW In 1976

During the 1976 atudente uprlalnga it became evident to ua that thare *aa 

a need for a women'a organleation that would voice out ttia gr ievancea of

if out cc*nmunlty as women.

There *es a clrar nred for reaiatance against oppression that sffarf^d 

ho«<c**lvee directly, auch aa rent increaments, food prlcas, ao-cal 1 ed

ccpwpuleory education end many other things. These were realised. reuld 

on*.v be overcome by the United Action of women in conjunction with ether 

organization. ,
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*ltb thla In alnd • few concerned women cane together to try and

taorgauiia thaaa.lvaa and th* community. To do tl'la .. a,ipro.ch.d

lha old v.nguarda or r t D S M  to dr*, on th.tr e>#rlencea and 

together fight ogalnat th. avlla of the apartheid ayataar.

Ve then formed a conwlttee In Soweto .nd our wain thrust waa rent

rlaes .nd eduction. In 1981 »e »ucc«Mfully launched . rent boycott

which culminated In a very big demonatrat ion outside the II.B.C.

4. fxpanyion of the rCPSAW.

Subslquently women'. group, have been Tor-ed in Kaglao, tr.neen, Oaveytnn. 

Mamelodl, Attridgevlllo, lurTloop, Hedunsa and r.lyn Thomas Houae.

Jnrplte of o„r concerted .rfort to reorganlr. we'en w, have often *et with 

resistance fro- m , ~ y  w o m e n ,  particularly in t h .  c h u r c h e s .  I h e  » a i n  reason, 

o-.n fe.»r nr arrest and detention and because of the traditional attitude 

and teachings 0r our various churches.wrmen turn to ascribe our difficulties 

to r . u  e n d  th, % i u -  of Cod. Ih. Bible ha. , | w . y .  been lo-Aed at very 

liberally but not conta.tually In r.lstlon to the demand, of our situation.

U  becomes therefore Iraportant for us, „  women gathered here to cc™it 

oiitselv«» into reali.ing that our problem w ^ n  are aoclal problems 

Ibat can be dealt with through collective ,ctlon. V „ e n  at t™., !n churhces.

s* th, factory and In all different a.ctor. .r. Inf.ct a group in themselves,
-hlch could come together and right this oppresalon.

*. Where to find ua 7

laceration „f »rrlCi:n'Hoe*n
•r/.. Msa.-Creta aphsi 
ISJi Oihe village 
*>.« Out,.
l & m
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* S r te f  IMstorjy

ln  3 r# ,t 3 r U *U  la  '1®55 by Mrs En=. s .be rte  V * ! 

J r l t . l t ,  *2wedet'8»adC;:«rw ay^ th * K it l# 0 *1 A s s .c i . t l . e s  . f  O r- .t

Afrlc-

U r '  ir' 1 S £ S  *K? ftr “ c*-
f

r - . :  r / i  1

c u l t i r p c l i l  c •  t * c  t  » f  t h * »  ^ .. . ,

Xnaa ►.jl the foresight to c-rre'tb'e bl?e* lfc.er w ttt Mrs t;jdle-?:al I 
, peratlcg in th.’ Tricsvaal vHfc th ! * ‘ SJ r X‘lZ Clvti ville!s v,erc 1 

; hlc!? ^r la lca lly  Eur.reic. Z-n«la '  *f ! F*"* a ia .fe .tb , •' 
..•■wded ic  ^ .E l . t c . a  ol the 20th '“ rch 1941. -“ “ ’ " I

t  ; r * * f = *  t . i c r o  t r »  s i x  Z. f  « <r ; ; * t !<

-1 * ” i *■* » th J C • . . * . 5 £ i  ,py;
i- r--;;. cr th# ?r.csv*»i. ' ‘
J .  I » t * 1 0 u r t « t  r . 2A .  * ' 

r * ~ 5 9 - l l j a b e t h  and M asters  Cape T-’CA.
>• D . y  * -  v A  « f  t h e  ? r a T j B ’« » l .

6 .  r t »  y \ . K  * f  t h e  C i « ! r e l .

7! . . ? U u u s l l  c e l e s r s t * i  U s  S O t ^ J e r * ^ 1 . ' ; ° r U  T ; - ~  :

■ ~IJ «  A r e  V e ?  J

f c r % ^ ‘i - r eB the C,aounlt* . d l . tU c t l .n  .Tee, B . t l . t .H t y , '

- <■ * 1” V.’. i •»

 ̂̂  ’̂CV31?r,t
i  V’. - r c ’ H i ' o v e s e n t ,  ’

A y » - l d - v l c «  K c v e a e n t  -  w e  w . r k  i n  e *  C e . u n t r l e « .

rs ia^a iP  «* t .  - . a. a . f „u  ctt l . c01tlea J t . cr?eJs>

* ^ S.ra ^ U t * la » * e » .  of c ltlrecsh lf t . , .3  , n a r l l l , M

•» • - t.P a r t ,  ,r £ lt ls, liti 

» .  ” ; , ?5rtht : r ,' £ »  ^ i i = ; t ; f r t i i : t i : 2 : cI 1 S i . 5 ! t , r , , # t i — 1

-  z:$ -
T l i e  W 3 /.  !r ,  a  V o l u n t e e r  C r ^ 4- r . l  r s ,  1 1 c n  .

V c r l i  TVSA ui5« ls V e r l i  F e l l e r f ^ h l p .

T o  b e  u n j e a b e r  * f  t ’. i e  T~Z\ c ? a n s  b e l n ;  a v l t t l  p s r t  c f  » V o r l d  r i c v p a c i . t  

w b l ' - h  b r i r . ^ r  t r g n t l . n r  w c t . p l  c T  a l l  r e c e s  a n !  s c « r l u n l t l t g  t h e i r

oVri*r.f,t*»i l.t» . u l i v i  1 . . .  1 1 •. : J v i c o  v l t l l  .’ ren .lcri ,  S i g n U y  *i..l » u f  t i ? o

•>•».: >t Vc Dc

V e  tr lc t  p e * p l*  Uc.^tber I1
• Fellewctilp
* l e a d e r s h i p  T r » l - l r . j  3 c u r " i r ? s t l

* ’Sui.n "v 1 tier.'."! lr ':,;re'-1 ' c 1,1'y ii. 1 'j .t “ i. rt, iV-'j.. *  ̂1 rii. ‘t-f
• 1 1 J . ‘. r . i..‘-1.„ -f r..'. ’ . 1 • r t

1>.  ‘ : f  :  i . J’  :  t : • -  - l : : ~  t : .  f  I i .  t - . . :

•  ^ r e k t l v e  ^ n d  r e r  p t t r . i b l  c  c i t l i » i . E h l p  -  « c c » r p » i .5 e d  ’cj r  l r  1? ;  ? i . . ! » i : c e  

s r . d  t e l f - r c l

•  l l t e r - c j ’ ,  I . ’j t r l t l . n ,  F s t r i l l y  I l a n c l n j  s a d  T « n d i c r a f t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

l r .  t h e  r u r r l  J " e b 't  »

• is> , . r ;r 1.-M , ■-•■-!-, I: I

>  h . v <  Jv .-c Cc. ;  M i i . l l j  J r i t r  s  c : I i  - b .  u r . o  . t -j r „  . : • >  c : . ’S i :  . J t e . f e i . * '  

T v e r y  y e a r  w e  e r - ; « r l ? e  t ! i e  ' - t j j d  V. ' eeV * f  I r . „ e r .

I n  a l l  t b i t  w e  d e ,  w e  e e r v < *

Fnture n  JP?

Mr t r c  l < l r > L  t c  . r ^ . n l s e
• irr-cb tc : r?; c te ur. ler ■*; 1 .Mr* btt.veer. *ir<r.tT m l  c h l l ’eri.
* r.cc I Cc;.' jr.lcitlei. '.otveer '.he rices
'  i :  j  f t  p ’ s  l r v r j i » > t  \f t i  t t l c u l t t e  ^ . i r c ' i i i f l & r .  • • - t r . s t ,

s !,<■: c r e i t > :  w lui.v w j  < _ e  r  v o u e c .

Ve  w i l l  t r y  t »  c h a r g e  t h e  J l f a  w e o c o  l n  t h e  f i e l d  « f :

Fdu'wtS »•>
I i j b l l c  11 f«
'lie- C!;urr’i ir.d V o r k 
T;.n*~i\r ;'Ol ̂ c n c e .

3)iar» v * jr  t ic e  and le is u re  w ith us *n4 w.rk w ith us *■ p r .Je c ts  « f  
cscai.s In to reoL .
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