
MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED BY I.Y.GARDEB TO THE
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF JOHANNESBURG 0

ON MONDAY THE 14TH OCTOBER 1963.
3nbjs«% ; Ths rsaldantlal needs of tha Indian ss— unity

of Johannesburg.

MR CHAIRMAN,
I feel that I must thank you and tha 

members of the Management Committee for affording me this 
opportunity to express my opinion on the question of the 
residential needs of the Indian community of the City of 
Johannesburg.

It is obvious that the residential need of 
a community Is Interrelated with the economic status of such 
conmwnity and therefore^ it is a socio-economic question which 
requires a somewhat general enquiry to get at the root of a 
problem which has been allowed to develop from very many 
years. Therefore, in my address this afternoon, it will be 
necessary for me to refer briefly to the entire question as 
a whole.

It is generally known that the members of 
the Indian race are Intelligent and industrious and therefore »

when an attenpt is made to resolve their residential problem, 
their standing and status should be accorded due consideration. 
1 would^therefore, urge upon our City fathers to keep this 
overriding factor constantly in mind as otherwise, it is 
impossible to solve the problem with justice and equanimity, 
thus leading nowhere. •

It requires no elucidation to impress 
that the prime need of a humanbeing is to have a shelter 
over his head and the acute Indian residential problem In 
the City of Johannesburg is man-made, a3 despite the fact 
that thousands of acres of land in and around Johannesburg 
are lying bare and undeveloped, a law-abiding intelligent
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community la forced into tragic circumatancea and then blamed 
for the prevailing unhealthy circumatancea in which it is 
forced to retire. It ia indeed an inault over injury to argue 
that becauae of these unhealthy conditions, every Indian 
from the City of Johannesburg, irrespective of hia vocation, 
standing, religion, culture, creed, tradition and statua/ should 
be forced to a distant place, more than 20 miles from the centre 
of the City, never to return again. Mr Chairman, you cannot 
throw a nan in the ocean and expect him to keep his body and 
clothes dry ; similarly when disease sets in, the affected part 
of the body is not Just chopped off as a remedy to redress the 
ailment.

The Honourable Minister for Indian affairs Mr Maree, 

during the debate in 1962 on Indian affairs, stated in Parliament 

that the Indians were loyal subjects and as such I feel that they 

should be given far greater consideration than what is being 

accorded to the;'.. It is more so when the Indians have no say 

Ln the administration of the City - indeed in even those 

^affairs»affairs which directly affect their very existence- 

and In tne circnm3tances I must urge upon all the members of 

the Management Committee and of the City Council to think as 

if they were Indians wiien dealing with Indian affairs with 

the realisation that the destiny of a voiceless section of its' 

citizens is in tne balance, ith resroct I submit that this 

is a Christian Country and this my unusual request is in accord 

with the gist of the Goluen Scriptural Injunction ' DO UNT0 

AS xCU Y.ObLb V. ISH 01'IIU's TO DO IhiTO YOU. 1 7.Ith these 

: actors In view let us oxaii.ine t ie present residential set 

up f t.10 vurious racial groups in the City.

ui: i1?. -he members of this Group o n and occuny

"*• t i.i 2SC towns.lips in and around the Cit-’-.

■ ' •’ ‘- - « A nun.orr of residential townships have

••n ’ roc ia ir ed for t; is Group in the }>unicipai area of the 

•Ji-" t e nearest bein'- about P* ~ ’ 1 «c in, ;;; the centre.
t i k i IVE/
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NATIVE GRCUt. A number of townships have been 

proclaimea for this Group the nearest of which is about 6 

.^ilea from the centre of t ie City#
INDIAN OhPUP. ho provision for this Group has so far 

been made in the City lespite the fact that some of the 

townships in the City are almost wholly owned and occupied 

by members of this Croup. This lawful .ccupation and 
ownership, was made possible as a result of recommendations 

made by judicial commissions appointed by the Government, 

and after exnaiotive enquiries t, e Legislature enacted 

the necessary legislation. The in i .ano relying on the goou 

faith of tne Government, invested their earnings in these 

areas in the honest belief that at last tney had something 

to fail upoti meagre though it was ; tnose cherished hopes 

have nov turned into a nightmare as it is contended that 

the entire Indian population of the City will be uprooted 

in the not d 'stant future, first reside-tlaily and ultimately 

commercially, to be resettled in tue :.?r* tot'orc distant

3 /.

ba m e n area now ,norm as Lenasia, 1 . mere to feel t”eir

•way inV.' elring out a live! 'rood r ■ ? jungle or die. This

state of affairs If l V ft? cne •. e .1 •rid and astounded.

ho t u s e . n : : C o. 0 I : .LÍcatiou of Lonasia wnich

is the only area so far procla i r e d  for the vast Indian 

population of Johannesburg# 1 ° distance is more than 2C 

milos from t h e  c e n t r e  of City and iy any stretch of 

inag_nation it cannot be nain.ed to be even a distant 

s v . u o r b  o f  t i . i s  City, m e  City Council as a local authority 

c a n n o t  b e  a p a r t y  to t a . : e  h a n d  in t . . e  admiulstrution of that 

c i s : nnt; unfortunate l a n d ,  as u n d e r  no circumstances it could 

- a »4 car. I  r u s e  I n  t  ,e provision cf a number of residential 

*r< -s f  r its' h : h a n  '.itixens within t >.e Municipal boundary 

f t  City, na’ Tov.,ia. ip was initially set up by certain 

i n  ;iv.i " i l o  f o p  i. <~rv;.r«ii p a i r ,  and as a result of alleged
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exploitation bp the owners, the Government expropriated that 

land. Protracted litigation folio/ed and the Government 

ca led upon to pay a Par greater amount than v,aa rxpeetci. 

The net result is tha t i.uo Indians are now faced with the 

dilemma to fo t the bill and be ban!sued at the same tine.

Inis area -s r. >re th.au kG luiles from the centre 

o& this City and very Indian soul is expected to travel 

atleast 4) riles everyday. It is ocv: us that t.ncre will be 
-any w o  cannot be expected to underta.ie this long trek 

everyday, There /ill be elderly people, ailing per:, ns //no, 

under medical advise, *111 be prevented from travelling 

this distance for r* a: ns of healt . S: i Llarly there will 

i b many whose rot. i occupation demand t. at euey should 

stay in t .e city or near ai'out simn as fruiterers and 

ve p tulle ven: irs ». o' attend the narkets during t..e early 

hours r z. r " .ere will he /alters, bakerera,

milk vend - -*3, d-ct rs and nurres • T”. an emerge toy it will 

he impossible t, sin ltu..e i l n l e  . ert medical attention 

fror. t distance, w.ii cn is only available in the city ; 

v.nat is to become oi tuem V Over tnere *s no disem;.: t -ju 

. . t ie good and w e  od ; tae 1 a..d t;.o low ; tne

religious .and the .in her. ; co . end the capitalist

tne thief, tie **r, f .»e rog • ar . h i  honest ; there is

no ouch thing as tie caste an': erw-v ; t s n .

r Tfiikrst'os for tuc* culture, custom, craiition or religion 

Tn i t ar* rut. fc, v  nr; l*'g, it v -uld appear teat we ns 

Indians are- to : e ..erd-'d together !r. a vast camp der-i0ned 

to be ic.pov*rls .od end degenerate into moral and econo; ic 
S’.-fh r never to rise again ; n d '• • sib-s . e are expedited 
I '  ess through and remain In the r n.rl It.-, oi vast native 

s<?lien n ' .3 , a :J Cob o. iy 1: v.s vhat would happen to those 
’ i a'.! ri.iss in 1, c evert ;f hr u' ] e.

-• a st • ted ••: w c  ur.e* Goverrui1i r nas cora piled

iti.elf/



'its-éif to a substantial anouni in tills project which appears 

to *- e tne pressing factor in n.aking it a payable proposition;

1 sutt.it t.,at humanitarian consideration should core first 

before everytning el3e. In the cireur.stances, as there are 

a number of large native settlements in that area, the 

possibility of raking Lenai.ia an oxtcntion of existing native 

townships should be explored,in which event the pressing 

problem of monetary loss involved vould fall away. Any 

development which exists there today Is rnuen less than what 

is forcibly contemplated and it cannot be denied that these 

vho reside there at present are victims of circumstances 

beyond their control. There is also the problem of high co3t 

nf transport, rentals, electricity, water, sanitary and 

o.t-.or expenditure which is alnost prohibitive, and i understand 

that many families iiavt not been able to rieet tneir 

comm itu.ents. It is abundantly clear tha t wren the standard 

of living and earning capacity of a community is forced down 

by artificial r,ean3 and the expenditure raised, no person 

could be expected to survive o dignified lif< .

Mr Chairman, I now wish to refer o a few areas 

in tne City which are almost wholly ocmipifld by members of 

tne Indian Group,

! Ahlfv ILY., I'nis is almost exclusively an Indian 

Towns rip in exic‘ nee from almst tne last t:u-ee-quarters 

f a century and there is no reason whatsoever to uproot the 

set.jed Indian co inanity. There are two reasons generally 

advanced' to remove Indians from tni3 area as follows : - 

,1 Vrededorp which is on the Last side cf Lelarey 

Street 's occupied by members of the ,.nite group 

a..d therefore Indian proximity is not desirable;

. o) The la •tvi'v row.us .in is overcrowded and nss to 
j uue c.v : ■; r ubcc l a slur ; rea.

C n ex a: ‘nation it v/1 ■ I be found that

Vrededorp/
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Vrededorp i s a greater slum than Pageview and only poor

whites occupy most of the dilapidated houses rich **.7.1st

there ; besides there are many vacant stanus with no

structures at all. It obvious that, sooner or later

this area has got to be replanned, in tne replanning It

would be ideal if the tire townships are consolidated and
it

made an Indian towrsnip preplanned as a whole, so that 

the existing congestion may be relieved and slums cleared. 

Such planning v.ould solve all difficulties and would be 

ideally surrounded by buffer strips a3 required by the 

Group Areas Act.
BUKGilhrteiX'RP-:iOhW-py.>J3JohC 0' 'i.rLhX. This area has 

also been occupied by the Indians from more than the last 

tnree-quarters of a century and is mostly in the exempted 

area where Indians nave been allowed to own and occupy 

lard from very many years. An inspection in *oco will 

reveal that it is predominantly occupied by members of 

the India , race, and any members of other races who reside 

the^e will only be too pleased to sell out if iav/fully 

pernitted to do no. The ruling ‘'aid values in this area 

ha 3 been extreme :y hign because of’Jr.aian right *, and it 

Is impractical to confine it for t:*de purposes only.
It is stated tuat this area ri? 1 be earmarked as an open 4<c«* 

for Indian traders who are expected to be moved from 

ror.t of the other Indian trading 3reas. This suggestion 

is absolutely fallacious. It Í3 obvious that durlr.g normal 

times tnere is always buyers riiarket and traders follow 

customers and endeavour to sell t;.eir wares on an 

e:; t.re.ixly competitive ranked. The decentralisation of 

c a r ..enta 1 and ciain stores is a clear indication of

e putt ;v> of trace. How than hundreds of displaced 

Ii. Ian traders are expected to perform the miracle of

ekang out/
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eking .nit a living ' n a congested insignificant tree .. 

area an a centralisation basis is * ̂ yond comprehens. n.

This absurd and grave s U t e  of affairs is further 

a.gravated by confining the area for trade only thus 

rendering rentals of the p>rau.Ises beyond the reach of 

a nedest trader.

•.Vof.i .UHKhí STP: hT-DIAG \ k L  31... ' T AhA. The factors 

stated as regards the Burghersdorp area equally aprly here 

and tnis area is also the socalled 1 extr.p ted'area , this 

being the obly area where Indian wholesale business is 

being conducted on a fair 3'ale. lit re again, tue ground 

is too valuable to be United to a one purpose occupation 

and besides the entrenched rights of law abiding community 

should not be disturbed.

s u k j l s : - :i.s.

(a) Pagev*'w w '- the incorporation of Vrtoedorp 

should <■ a !e a me dc-1 I-.dian Township both 

for re'-.idei.ee and trade ;

(b) Bur r lorp area t^get::er with V. est Market 

St-- Si id blag -n? 1 Street area a . uld be made 

*nu r ' a ling area w>t . ; r 1 at tial accomoda­

tion ;

(c; Various areas in different parts of the City 

occu.led by Indians should be left undisturbed 

but at the sar.e time the Municipality should

undertake to develop atleast three Indian 

townships in and around oronanu.esburg not
5* knits

exceeding^from the centre of the City catering 

for different Indian groups which undoubtedly would 

attract nar.y from the socalled Indian isolated 

Pockets. I am convinced that if this is done 

tnis prooler will be solved voluntarily.

'c > -*-3 stated abe ve^this being a socio-economic 

question it should .̂e considered both socially

and/
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and economically. The avenues of earning a 

livelihood with dignity and self-respect is 

as important as the shelter over one’s head.

The philosophy of Apartheid on which the 

Group Areas is based is separate development 

of each race by itself, but inspite of it, 

the multi-racial nature of the prevailing 

trend of economy in tills Country is bound to 

remain for many many years. It is not 

suggested that the whites should trade only 

with whites, the coloureds only with coloureds 

and the natives only with natives. In these 

circuipstances, why then the Indians are now 

forced out of their e.ri remely limited trading 

sites is beyond co.-npreher3ion. It is logical 

therefore, that until t .is multi-racial pattern 

of trading in the City prevail3/the existing 

trading facilities be ex tended rather tlian 

curbed.

The honourable Minister for Indian 

Affairs stated in t..e L'gls.at- :■& that the Indians 

were loyal subjects and only 2C, ./ere engaged in trade.

He further declared that the Indians were for the first 

time accepted as citizens of the Country and became the 

responsibility of the Government on an equality basis with 

t! e other races of the Country. These wise pronouncements 

demand far greater eonsiceration and I hope the Council 

witfc be guided in its deliberations in the light of 

these statements made at Government level. I appeal to 

you as responsible members of thi3 great City to 

endeavour to uphold the self-respect and dignity of 

a section of your citizens who happen t fall under 

your c octroi.

yroxn the/



Prom the foregoing you will please realise
that the question of the needs of Indian residential 
accomodation has been aggravated by artficial barriers 
and restrictions and demands deeper enquiries on a 
non-political basis.

not desire to create sl|pn conditions or live in congestion, 
but circumstances have forced us to do what is undesirable, 
and I am convinced that if a honest beginning is made 
somewhere on lines indicated above, the undesirable 
prevailing conditions are bound to vanish voluntarily 
to the satisfaction of all concerned.

disposal since your request to appear here today,I have 
only been able to touch on the fringe of the question of 
Indian residential needs in our City ; nevertheless, I 
feel that wiiat I have said, will convey to you and to 
the members of the Management Committee the essence of 
what I have in mind. Thank you Sir«

Mr Chairman, I can assure you that we do

Air Chairman,in the limited time at my

/  (p • /&** ^



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collection Number: A1132  
Collection Name:    Patrick LEWIS Papers, 1949-1987 
 

 
PUBLISHER: 
 
Publisher: Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa 
Location: Johannesburg 
©2016 

 
 
LEGAL NOTICES: 

 
Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 
 
Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 
 
This collection forms part of a collection, held at the Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the 
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


