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The End Conscription Campaign was launched at the end of 1983 after the Black Sash 
had called for an end to compulsory conscription at its annual conference that year. 
The campaign was seen as an appropriate response to the. growing militarisation of 
our society, the role of the SADF inside and outside South Africa and the compulsory 
conscription of young white men into this army.

Since 1983 the level of conflict in South Africa has intensified to the point at 
which there now exists a state of undeclared civil war. Every single day, throughout 
the country, there are violent confrontations between township residents and the army 
and the police. Virtually every day more people are killed.

The SADF is playing a critical role in this conflict. Since October last year troops 
have been deployed in Soweto, Sharpville. Thembisa, Daveytown, Boipatong, Sebokeng, 
Fingo Village, Langa, Alexandra, Jaza, Tantji, New Brighton, Zwide, Kwanabuhle, Addo, 
Kirkwood, Cookhouse, Cradock, Atteridgeville and Kwazakele.

In these townships the army has conducted house to house searches at 3am, arrested 
people on pass law and influx control offences, fired teargas at mourners at a funeral 
and assaulted township residents. In Uitenhage the SADF shot and killed a 22 year 
old man. In the Eastern Cape the army has set up bases inside several townships; 
some of the townships are to all intents and purposes under military occupation.

As a result of these activities, opposition to the internal role of the SADF and 
support for the End Conscription Campaign have grown dramatically. The Churches, 
English and Afrikaans medium newspapers and the over 40 organisations affiliated .to 
ECC have strongly and repeatedly condemned the fact that young white men are compelled 
to take up arms against their fellow citizens.

All of these groups believe that the use of force to 'maintain law and order' 
intensifies rather than resolves the conflict and that the solution to ending the 
escalating cycle of violence lies in the removal of its root cause - the system 
of apartheid.

They are united behind the demands:
* that SADF troops be withdrawn from the townships
* that SADF troops be withdrawn from Namibia
* that young men be given the freedom to choose not to be part of this army
* that there be a just peace in our land

The aims of the End Conscription Committees in Durban, Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth, 
Pietermaritzburg and Cape Town are to broaden support for these beliefs and demands 
and to involve an increasing number of people in working for peace and justice.

Our involvement in the End Conscription Campaign is motivated by 
our anger and qrief at the suffering experienced by the South
African and Namibian people under Apartheid and at the hands of 
the SADF.
We are committed to working for peace also because we know that 
it is possible for all our people to enjoy full lives, as equals 
and at peace with one another in a democratic society.
We know that our work will contribute to the realisation of this 
society.
This Festival is a statement of our determination and a 
celebration of our hope. ____________________________________________
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WITS UNIVERSITY 
— 28-30JUNE

a,halt action-packed days of speeches, plays, music, poetry
Festival Highlights include:
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Cancel the Call-up 
ECC Peace 

Festival

The identifying logo 
for the Peace Festival

The weekend of 28 —  30 June will be a 
milestone in the history of the End Con
scription Campaign. For the first time, tens 
of thousands of people inside South Africa 
and all over the world will be focussing their 
attention on the nature of the conflict in 
South Africa. Together we will be calling for 
an end to compulsory conscription into the 
SADF, and for a just peace in our land.

The End Conscription Campaign’s "Stop 
the Call Up” peace festival will be held at 
the University of the Witwatersrand from 
Friday 28 to Sunday June 30. It is planned 
as a powerful statement on conscription 
and militarisation, and will explore the pos
sibilities for a just peace in South Africa and 
the world at large.

Key figures in the International Peace 
Movement will be coming out to South 
Africa to participate in the festival. Cardinal 
Arns, leader of the Catholic Church’s 
largest Diocese, Sao Paulo in Brazil, who is 
closely involved in the movement for peace 
in South America, will deliver the opening 
address on Friday 28th June at 6.30. Shar
ing this platform will be Dr Beyers Naude 
General Secretary of the SACC.

Monsigneur Bruce Kent, leader of the 
British Campaign for Nuclar Disarmament 
will address the gathering on the Sunday 
evening.

Speakers from Namibia, the United 
Democratic Front and South Africa’s strife- 
town townships will make the call for 
“Troops Out” in the keynote address on the 
Saturday night.

As well as these high-profile public meet
ings, the peace festival will indeed have a 
festival atmosphere, with films, videos, 
plays and song. These will complement a 
wide variety of short discussion sessions 
on topics such as the military and educa
tion, the International Peace Movement 
and Southern Africa post Nkomati.

Other highlights will be a panel discussion 
by conscientious objectors and a church 
service led by Archbishop Denis Hurley.

The Saturday evening will feature a “Stop 
the call up” rock concert, with top Johan
nesburg bands playing in what promises to 
be the most festive gig of the year!

While all this activity is going on in Johan
nesburg, many groups all over the world will 
be demonstrating their solidarity as they too 
call for the end of South Africa’s illegal

occupation of Namibia, for the withdrawal 
of troops from the townships and for a 
peaceful future in South Africa built on foun
dations of justice, freedom and democracy, 
where young and old are no longer foced to 
defend a system in which they do not 
believe.

The End Conscription Campaign invites 
you to attend and participate in this very sig
nificant festival. With strong public support 
the Festival will advance the cause of a just 
peace in our land.



TOWARDS A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND

A Declaration Vo End Conscription

We. live in an unjust" society where basic human rights are dtniod 
+o the m ajority of the people.

We live in an unequal society where, the land and u/eal+h are 
owned by the. minority.

We live in a society in a state of civil war, where, brother is 
called on ho fight" brother.

We. call for an end t"o conscription.

Young men a r e  conscripted to maintain Hie illegal occupation of 
Namibia, and t"o wage unjust" war against" foreign countries.

Young men are conscripted to assist jn the implementafibn an d  
defence of apartheid policies.

Young men uoho refuse to serve  are faced with -the choice, of a 
life, of exile or a possible si* years in prison.

We call fo r an end to conscription.

We beli eve +h af the. financial cost of -the war increases the poverty o f 
our country and "that money should rather be. used in the interests of peace.

We believe that the extension of conscription to coloured and indian 
youth will increase conflict and further divide o u r country.

WE BRIEVE THAT IT IS THE MORAL RIGHT OF SOUTH 
AFRICANS TO EXERCISE FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE 
AND TO CHOOSE NOT TO SERVE IN THE SADF.

m  CALL FOR. AN END TO CONSCRIPTION 

WE CALL FDR A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND



 

Collection Number: AG1977 

 
END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN (ECC) 

 
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013 
 

LEGAL NOTICES: 
 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 

 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, 

distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or 

omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website. 

 

This document is part of a collection held at the Historical Papers Research Archive at The University of the 

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


