
Graharastown E C C  R e p o r t  to N a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e ,  M a r c h  1988

1. Membership. We s i g n e d  up a total of .L25 p e o p l e  '.active and 
passive) in o r i e n t a t i o n  week. Of these, a b o u t  a half w e r e  n e w  m e m— 
bers. General b o d i e s  d r a w  a r e g u l a r  a t t e n d a n c e  of ^5 (plus a bout 5 
i r r e g u l a r s ) . of w h o m  10 w e r e  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  last year. A n u m b e r  
or a c t i v e  m e m b e r s  from last year, i n c l u d i n g  f o u r  exec. m e mbers, 
h a v e  left G r a h a m s t o w n  or feel u n a b l e  to c o n t i n u e  in ECC b e c a u s e  of 
p r e s s i n g  academic or w o r k  c o m m i t m e n t s .  D i s t r i b u t i o n  of a c t i v e  m e m 
b e r s  a m o n g s t  s u b c o m m i t t e e s  is uneven, wi t h  M e d i a  h a v i n g  lo, L o n t a c t  
6, C r e a t i v e  A c t i o n  4 and c h u r c h e s  o n l y  2. The ro l e  and s t a t u s  of 
the C h u r c h e s  s u b c o m m i t t e e  is c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  with the 
p o s s i b i l i t y  of a m a l g a m a t i n g  wi t h  Contact.

2. Activities. O u r  a c t i v i t i e s  s i n c e  last NC  include:

(a) A r e g u l a r  t a ble in o r i e n t a t i o n  week. We d i s t r i b u t e d  the c omic 
at r e g istration. It w a s  v e r y  p o pular, e s p e c i a l l y  among first 
y e a r  students. We a l s o  had an a m a z i n g  o r i e n t a t i o n  week b r a a i , 
a fa i r l y  d r u n k e n  but e x c e e d i n g l y  p l e a s a n t ,  r e l a x e d  and-- social 
o c c a s i o n  with n e w  people, w h e r e  we had no agenda, d i s c u s s e d  
no t h i n g  of i m p o r t a n c e  and r e a c h e d  n o  d e c i s i o n s  but all had a 

g r eat time!

(b) W i d e s p r e a d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the p a m p h l e t s  a b o u t  Ivan, i n c l u d i n g  
o f ficial d i s t r i b u t i o n  to Std. 9 and 10 d i v i n i t y  c l a s s e s  at St. 
Andrew's. T h i s  is an e x c i t i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and c o u l d  be ve r y  
important in p a v i n g  the w a y  for f u r t h e r  E C C  w o r k  in the 
p r i v a t e  schools.

(c) A pu b l i c  m e e t i n g  w i t h  Ivan d u r i n g  o r i e n t a t i o n  week. It was 
held on c a m p u s  and a t t e n d e d  by 150 s t u d e n t s ,  ma n y  of wh o m  w e r e  
new faces. F e e d b a c k  a f t e r  the m e e t i n g  was good, and p e o p l e  who 
did not at t e n d  s e e m  to h a v e  h e a r d  a b o u t  it fr o m  others. 
H o w e v e r  we w e r e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  with the p o o r  a t t e n d a n c e .  A c o m 
b i n a t i o n  of i n s u f f i c i e n t  a d v e r t i s i n g  and an u n a v o i d a b l e  c l a s h  
with a Rag f a s h i o n  s h o w  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  to blame.

(d) A s u c c e s s f u l  stall at s o c i e t i e s '  e v e n i n g  (where s t u d e n t s  h a v e  
an o p p o r t u n i t y  to see wh a t  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i e t i e s  are about). We 
had balloons, m u l t i - c o l o u r e d  m e d i a  etc, and m a d e  b a d g e s  on the 
spot. ECC was a w a r d e d  a R 5 0 - 0 0  p r i z e  by the S R C  for "best 
t a b l e " .

X

(e) A " m ini-picket", p e t i t i o n  and lettei— si g n i n g  t a b l e  o u t s i d e  the 
R h o d e s  l i b rary on the M o n d a y  f o l l o w i n g  Iv a n ' s  senten c i n g .  
About 250 p e o p l e  s i g n e d  l e t t e r s  to the M i n i s t e r  and a p e t i t i o n  
s u p p o r t i n g  Ivan. T h i s  w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  d e s i g n e d  as a limited 
ac t i o n  to i n t r o d u c e  o u r  n e w  m e m b e r s  to c a m p a i g n  work. It was 
successful, and h e i g h t e n e d  e n t h u s i a s m  w i t h i n  our ranks. The 
ef f e c t  on the p u b l i c  was v e r y  limited — it s h o w e d  that ECC is 
ar o u n d  and active, and h e l p e d  in a small w a y  to keep the Ivan 
issue alive, but p r o b a b l y  did not do m o r e  than this.

(f) We p r e s e n t e d  a s h o r t  input at a S h a r p e v i 1 l e / U i t e n h a g e  c o m 
m e m o r a t i o n  s e r v i c e  in the R h o d e s  Chapel, and p r e s e n t e d  s o m e  
si n g i n g  items at a c u l t u r a l  e v e n t  o r g a n i z e d  by  BSM that e v e 
ning. The c u l t u r a l  item w a s  v e r y  well received, and we feel 
this has s t r e n g t h e n e d  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi t h  B S M  and b lack s t u—



d e n t s  g e n e r a l l y .  It w a s  a l s o  a p l e a s a n t  e x p e r i e n c e  for pai— 
ticipants, and h e l p e d  to i n v o l v e  n e w  m e m b e r s  on a less formal 
1e v e l .

(g) A p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  o r g a n i z e d  in c o n j u n c t i o n  wi t h  the B l a c k  Sash 
to report b a c k  fr o m  Iv a n ' s  trial. S p e a k e r s  we r e  B i s h o p  David 
Russell, w h o  w a s  a w i t n e s s  at the trial, and the national 
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  of NAMDA. The m e e t i n g  w a s  held in town and was 
a t t e n d e d  by a p p r o x i m a t e l y  150 people. T h i s  is q u i t e  r e a s o n a b l e  
for an o f f - c a m p u s  m e e t i n g  in G r a h a m s t o w n .  T h e  m e e t i n g  went 
very well; we w e r e  p l e a s e d  to see about 30  school c hildren 
present. We h a v e  not had an a s s e s s m e n t  of the meeting, but I 
think it w a s  i m p o r t a n t  in r e a s s e r t i n g  E C C ' s  p r e s e n c e  in town, 
s h o w i n g  that we  are not o n l y  a c a m p u s  society. It has also 
raised p o s s i b i l i t i e s  for f u r t h e r  s c h o o l s  work.

v
3. Internal Development. T h e r e  has not b e e n  much internal e d u c a t i o n  
in ECC so far. We h a v e  o n l y  held o n e  seminar, a s e s s i o n  on 
d e m o c r a c y  w h i c h  w a s  p o o r l y  attended, a l t h o u g h  it was v e r y  useful 
and raised s o m e  a r e a s  w h e r e  n e w  m e m b e r s  a r e  f e e l i n g  a l i e n a t e d  - eg. 
too much jargon at m e e t i n g s .  In a d d i t i o n  we had a s hort d i s c u s s i o n  
on the b a n n i n g  of S A N SCO, UDF etc, b e f o r e  the c a m p u s  p r o t e s t  march. 
H o w e v e r  we h a v e  b e e n  f a i r l y  s u c c e s s f u l  in i n v o l v i n g  n e w  m e m b e r s  in 
E C C  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and m a k i n g  th e m  feel a p a r t  of the o r g a n i s a t i o n .  
S u b c o m m i t t e e s  e s p e c i a l l y  h a v e  p l a y e d  a u s e f u l  role in this i n t e g r a 
tion, s i n c e  th e y  a r e  s m a l l e r  and less formal than GB.

4. Morale. M o r a l e  a m o n g s t  n e w  m e m b e r s  is high. P e o p l e  w h o  we r e  a c 
ti v e  last y e a r  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  s u f f e r i n g  fr o m  e x h a u s t i o n ,  and c o n 
s e q u e n t l y  low m o r ale, a f t e r  c o n f e r e n c e  and o r i e n t a t i o n  week. This 
h a s  been q u i t e  a p r o b l e m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in exec, with m a n y  of us 
r e s e n t i n g  the a m o u n t  of ti m e  that E C C  has t a ken up, etc. We r e c o g 
n i z e d  the p r o b l e m  a c o u p l e  of w e e k s  a g o  and had a p e r s o n a l  rap- 
s e s s i o n  in exec, w h i c h  e n a b l e d  p e o p l e  to s h a r e  t h eir frustrations. 
T h i n g s  are d e f i n i t e l y  g e t t i n g  b e t t e r  in t h i s  regard, but we still 
h a v e  a way to go  b e f o r e  we will all be f e e ling b r i g h t  and e n 
t husiastic.

I think that the b a n n i n g  of the UDF a l s o  took a toll in this regard 
a m o n g s t  the old m e m b e r s h i p ,  wi t h  p e o p l e  f e e l i n g  that hell, the 
g o v e r n m e n t  s b a c k  in c o mmand, h e r e  we h a v e  the m i d d l e  6 0 ' s all over 
again. T h e  loss of key a c t i v i s t s ,  and the r e s u l t i n g  wo r k  load, and 
the need to p l a c e  f a i r l y  h e a v y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  on p e o p l e  w h o  do 
not h a v e  much e x p e r i e n c e ,  has a l s o  been a problem.

5. Security. S e c u r i t y - w i s e  w e  are q u i t e  r e l a x e d  (slack?) at the m o 
ment. We h a v e  s t o p p e d  c h a n g i n g  v e n u e s  for meetings, f e e l i n g  that 
t h i s  is likely to a l i e n a t e  n e w  members, and that in any case a 
p r o c e s s i o n  of 30 p e o p l e  w a n d e r i n g  a c r o s s  c a m p u s  is f a i r l y  easy to 
follow. We still m a i n t a i n  b a s i c  p r e c a u t i o n s ,  eg. not t a l k i n g  about 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t t e r s  o v e r  the phone. In the e v ent of a clampdown, 
.it w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be q u i t e  e a s y  to snap ba c k  into a s e c u r e  way of 
o p e r a t i n g .

6. Front. Wh a t  f r o n t ?  We are f e e l i n g  m o r e  and more that a front 
s t r u c t u r e  as such is not p a r t i c u l a r l y  useful. and that we should 
r a t h e r  think in t e r m s  of good i n t e r - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  relation s h i p s .  
T h i s  n e e d s  discussion.. We h a v e  w o r k e d  w i t h  a w i d e  r a nge of 
s o c i e t i e s  d u r i n g  the? S R C  c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  the c a n n i n g  of SANSCO, 
but h a v e  d o n e  v e r y  l i t t l e  "front w o rk" o u r s e l v e s .  We are just



b e g i n n i n g  to c o n t a c t  s o c i e t i e s  r e g a r d i n g  the n a t i o n a l  campaign, and 
a l s o  a r o u n d  an A G M  w h i c h  we p l a n  to hold t o w a r d s  the end of April.

7. National Contact. N a t i o n a l  c o n t a c t  has been a l m o s t  n o n e x i s t e n t  
d u e  to a h i t c h  in c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w h i c h  m eant that G r a h a m s t o w n  was 
not linked into the n a t i o n a l  network. I d on't think this c a u s e  us 
too much g r i e f  a l t h o u g h  it w o u l d  h a v e  been p r o b l e m a t i c  if it c o n 
ti n u e d  any longer. We just t o d d l e d  on in our own way, d o i n q  o u r  own 
thing and f e e l i n g  c o m f o r t a b l y  secluded!

H o w e v e r  we r e c e i v e d  a fly i n g  v i s i t  from A l a i s t a i r  and C l a i r e  on 23 
March, w h i c h  was v e r y  p l e a s a n t  and was useful in m a k i n g  p e o p l e  
a w a r e  of E C C  as a n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n , and lifting o u r  s p i r i t s  
s o m e w h a t .  Thanks! We r e a l l y  m i s s e d  not h a v i n g  a p r o p e r  N.O. visit, 
and s o m e  of the m o r a l e  p r o b l e m s  m e n t i o n e d  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  been 
a l l e v i a t e d  e a r l i e r  had t^iis be e n  possible. H o w e v e r  g i v e n  C l a i r e ' s  
il l n e s s  it o b v i o u s l y  w a s n ' t  possi b l e .

8. Repression. T h e r e  has be e n  a n o t i c e a b l e  and p l e a s a n t  a b s e n c e  of 
r e p r e s s i o n .  The o n l y  i n c i d e n t s  are:

(a) Ma r k  Beare, one of o u r  a c t i v e  members, was p i c k e d  up by 
s e c u r i t y  p o l i c e  and q u e s t i o n e d  for ha l f  an h o u r  on the day of 
the "Unban S A N S C O "  p r o t e s t  march. Mark had be e n  on the march, 
and was q u e s t i o n e d  a b o u t  his i n v o l vement. He was al s o  q u e s 
ti o n e d  a b o u t  w h a t  E C C  was p l a n n i n g  for the year, h o w  o f ten we 
w e r e  meeting, etc. On a p e r s o n a l  n o t e  he was a s k e d  h o w  long he 
had been s t u d y i n g  for and told to "watch out for yo u r  next 
call-up".

(b) The V e t s’ for V i c t o r y  p a m p h l e t  "Rape of P e a c e "  was sent to m i n 
i s t e r s  and sc h o o l  h e a d m a s t e r s  in G r a h a m s t o w n .  We a r e  c u r r e n t l y  
f o r m u l a t i n g  a response.

9. SADF Initiative. The S A D F  has s t a r t e d  i n v i t i n g  w o m e n ' s  
r e s i d e n c e s  up to the m i l i t a r y  b a s e  for a braai wi t h  the troops on 
S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n s .  T h i s  is a matter, of g r e a t  urgency, and we are 
c o n s i d e r i n g  v a r i o u s  w a y s  of u s i n g  it to our a d v a n t a g e  a n d / o r  c o n 
f r o n t i n g  the i ssue in a way that w o n't n e g a t e  o u r  f o c u s  on c o n 
s c ripts.
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